





attention has been drawn to the sedition case recently tried at Tinnevelly, in

“* 8. Sir Heﬁf;Cotmn,;To ask the Under Secretary of State foriIndia, whether his 7

tho South of India, in which Subramania Siva has been sentenced to 10 years’
rigorous imprisonment and Chidambaram Pillay to transportation for life;
whether he can state what the specific charges were in this case and by what
court the offenders were tried, and whether any appeal will lie to a higher
court. S T S -

wer to Sir Henry Cotton's Question, No. 8, dated 14¢th July

1908 .
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The Goverrment of India reported that the proceedings
in guestion were instituted under sections 124(a) and
1253(a) of the Indian Penal Code, and that the result :
of the irial was as siatled, except that the punishment
was transportatiorn Iin botkh cases. The charges are
wnderstood to have had reference to speeches in February
and Marekr last which preceded the serious rioiling at
Tuticorin and Tinnevelly. The case was tried before the
- Sessions Judge at Tinnevelly: an appeal lies to the
Highk Court at Madras. :




Sir H. Qotton.: Is it not Lhe fact that in one case
the charge was sedition, and in the other merely abetment.
Mr Buchanrnan.: I have givern all Lhe information we
have received from the Governmeni of India, and the
hon. Member will probably be able Lo ascertain jfor
himself whether il corresponds with the facts.

Sir H. Cotton asked if the Judge who t?z’ed the case
was not assisted by two assessors, one Furopean and one

native, and whether, while ithe Furopean jfound the accused.

C guilty, the Indian assessor jfound them not guilty.

Mr Buchanan: I beliesve the two assessors did
difen.
Mr Keir Hardie: Is 1t the fact that the .riots

had their origin in an attempi*lo boycoil Lhe

A AT T R S S

steamship company and had nothing whatever to do wilh -
sedition or with the Goverrnment of India.’ :

Mr Bucharnar: I do not think:thal guilte arises
out of the Question on the Paper.

Mr Rees asked whether Lhe comprehensive rights of
appeal provided by 4'725; law of India were ever denied
to any class or nationalily, whatever the of.fence
commi t ted. iy "

‘Mr: Buchanan: Certainly these two persons have full

right of appeal.
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JUDICIAT, DEPARTMENT.

QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT AND ANSWERS THERETO RE:
TINNEVELLY SEDITION CASE.

(C.1To0.4739) From the India Office.

A draft order recording is submitted.

N.V.K.
10-8-08.

But is it a fact that the assessors dif-—
fered? They were in fact both Hindus I think; at
least one was not a Buropean.

G AL SE
12-8-Q8. e

FOR THE U.S.

The assessors were I-»Ir.f_i.i;r‘is:h‘na Tyer
and Mr.Martin Luther-wvide the report in the Madras
Mail of 5th June 08. The =ssessors did not differ.
Both of them found the accused guilty on both

counts—-vide Madras Mail d. 4-7-08.

N.V.K.
18-8-08.

She
This may be recorded. The discussion
orn the guestion is not quite accurate, but there

seems to be no need to take action on it.
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