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(Sections 221, 222 and 223 Criminal Procedure fode ).

e

A.Mc.G.C. Tampoe, Sub Divisional Ma.gjistrate A
Tinnevelly hereby charge you
Sankarskrishna Aiyar

as follows: -

: That you on tuae seventeenth day of June 1911
at Maniyachi Railway Station sbetted the aurder of c;ne L
Robert william D' Estcou:c""o Asie, late Collector of tae
District eof Tinnevelly, b;} one Vanechi Aiyar by conspiring
with tie said Vancai Aiyer and by. being presgent and
afiding the said Vanchi Aiyar, and thereby comnitted an
offence punigshable under gections 302, 1o%7-& 114 of the
Indian Penal Code, end T hereby direct t 1|8t you be tried

by the High Court of Judicature of Madras.

(8d) A.'cG.C. Tampoe
30-8-11.



(‘Sections 221, 233, and 2335 Cr. P.C.)

T,
A.Mc;_}.c. Tampos, Sub-Divisional Magistrats,Tin-
nevally, her=by charge vou
/. Nilakanta alias Brahmadxa.ri & Bapu Pillay alias

S Sl SN Ramaswami Pillay
2 San.kara.krish*m A1 va.r

4 V.Desikachari
2. Madathukadail Chidaubaram Pi 1lay’
¢¢ Veubu Alyar H.liaa

& yuthukumaraswaunia Pillay © Mahadsva Alyar
4~ Subbayya Pillay a *  / Savadil Arunachalam Pillay
5 4 Jagantina Aiyaugar /2. Alagappa Fillay
. g e
/ Harihara Aiyar : . 1% Vaade Matara.a Subrauaania
: A;.vm:

/$ Picnumani Aiyvar alias
Veukatachalam Alvar

as follows:——
1st, that vou betwsen the first day of January 1810 and the
sevantesuth dav of Juns 191l, at Tenkasl, Tuticorin, Shen-
coéttan, Bonalur, Ottapidaram and alsswhere, conspirad to
wazs war asainst HIS MAJESTY TE 3 XING “‘Jlléfﬂ‘wx OF INDIA and
to atteupt to -war:e war agalinst HIS ]‘:’[AJ 38TY 'I'.ED RING Z‘MPG‘R,CSR
and further co t\spi:bad to dsprivs HIS MAJISTY TH J' KING
IMP.IR0R of ‘t.h= sovareignty o*P 8ritish India, and furthsr
couspir=d to overawe by means of crilainal forc=z, or the =Xk
show of criminal Porcs, tihe Govarnusut of India, and the

L}ovammen'b ot Madras

and thersby comnitted an offence punishabls undsr saction
121 A of ths Indiau Psnal Cods, and I nersdy dirsct that ya
be tried by the HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURT of MADRAS.

A

Sscondly o>



|
Ml‘f--i’hat vou at the saac tiuwe aud tihe sage places X

abat‘bed the murder of vns Robeit William D*3 stcour'b Ashe h

L late Collsc‘t.or OF toe Distpich of B.nnew.lly, bv ons \T's.nchi/

Alyar on th=s sersutezuth da‘/ of June 1911 by sngaging in a

U
% RS F et

i consplracy for the murdsr of Iuropear officials and that

you thereby cqmi’b‘ted o?fetlo_es punishable un'«ier sgctions FI®
302, 107 and 111 of the Indian Penal Code, and I hersby
dirsct that vou be tried by the HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURT

of MADRAS.

(Sd) A.Mc.4.C. Tampos. |
80-8-11.", 2



=

Prelininary Register Cases Ios. 5,4,5, & 6 of 1911.

QL REB B R

Meniyechl is a station on the main-line of the Souti
Indian Railway, and the junction fro', which the line to Guilon
branches off. The platforms at this station rin due North—and—
South. There are three such passenger-platforms, and numbering'
them from West to East, platforms 1 & 2 are separated from each
other by a row of buildings, consisting of Waiting Rooms, kefresh-—
ment Room, Telegraph Office eto., having covered verandahs on
either side.' Between the }seobnd and third’pls.tforlr.»s lies a .railwa,y
track arml beyond the third platform lies a second s'u}ch track. At
the southern extremity of the first platform is an open latrine
for the use of native paésengers..
8, The railway-line to OQuilon passes through Tinnevelly

Bridge, as one of its stations. On the morning of the 17th of June

Jdagt, Mre. R.W.D, 'E. Ashe, I.C.S., Collector of the District Tinne-

vel}y, left Tinnevelly Bridge Station by 1.she -85 train ‘;,o catch t 1.
up Boat Mail train at Maniyachi Junction. He travelled with Mrs.
Ashe, and they were the sole occupants of the only Pirst-class
compearument in the train. Fhe train arrived in Ma,niyaohi along the
track which lies between platforms 2 & &, & few ninutes ahead of
bhe Mail train, which was expected on the track beyond platform 3.
The bulk of the passengers appear to have got out on the latter
platform, and the luggage of the Collector was also removed to that
slatform. He and Mrs. Ashe continued however to sit in their
sompartment, awaiting the arrival of the Boat-Mail. Mr. ‘Ashe was
sitting on the seat n;arés;t to platform B8 and Mrs. Ashe on the seat
1earest to platform 2. The compartment in which they were sitting
was almost opposite the Ladies' Waiting Room. (see point marked

. in plan Exh. Q) .

lic v About ses minutes after the arrival of this ti'ain, the
enior Station Master of Tia.niya.ol}i Station (P.W. 17) ‘'went ancd

alked to Mr. Ashe about some ‘alteration in the rallway rules, a:nd
1en left him to go to his office. His two sons (P.W.. 18 & 19),
zed about 14 and 12, were standing on the edge of the covered
srandah, a few yards Trom the first-class compartment, 'looking

at



&t the Colleotor and his lady'. Two men then came up platform 2,

from the south, and passed between the two boys and the train. One
.of the men went up to the window of the First-Class compartment,

and looked into it, while the other went past it and stood near the

sorvants' compartment, which was beyond. The fommer then pointed a
pistol at Mr. Ashe, who took his topee amnl flung it at him. Almost
simultanecusly with this there was a report, and Mr. Ashe got up
gshouting and fell. A peon (P.W.5) who was standing near by, ran
up and seized the man, who however released himself ancd by pointing
the p;stol at the peon, frightened‘him into rumnning and hiding
himself in the adjoining Refreshment Room. The man then ran,
pilstol in hand, north along platform 2, and rounding the buildings
ran sgouth along platform 1, and entered the native pasgengers'
latrine at the southern extremity of this platform. Sorie persons
chased him down this platform, anong whom was P.W. 20. He
threatened to shoot them if they went ne&r: A crowd syrrounded the
latrine at a safe distance from it and kept the man impris&ned in
it (P.W. Bo, 21). :
4. Soon after the sao%t was fired the -companion of the man
vith the pistol, came up opposite the first-class compartment,
surned round and went off along the platform northwards. (P.W. 22,
8, 18), i
'wo Railway Police constables were among the crowd who surrounded
she latrine and as they had no carbines with them, they sent word
;0 the Maniyachi Town Police Station. A constable came with a ¥
sarbine and.on entering the latfine found & men lying dead inside,
vith a pistel in hig right hand. The leilway Police constable P.W
1 entered the latrine with him. The body was guarded as it was by
he Polige: . :
In the meantime Mr. Ashe expired and was taken to
tnnevelly Bridge by train. : _

L Telegraph intimation of the tragedy was given to all the
ficers in the Distriect, and in congsequence of it, the sSub-
llector of Tuticorin and the Assistant Supurinterdenﬁ of Police
“W.31) came to ﬁaniyach% at about 1-80 P;M. They found the dead
iy of the assasgsin in tﬁe latrine with a Browning automatic

pistol
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Pistol in his hand. This was removed by the Assistant Superinten-—

dent (P.W. 31). The mgazine and breaoh of the pistbl» were én;pty.

5. The body was then conveyed to Tinnevelly Bridge in a

closed truck. The District Superintendent of Polioce (P.W. 85)

took charge of the body there. An examination of the body wes nmade

by an Inspector of Police (P.W. 80), in the presente of the Dis—

trict Superintendent of Police (P.W.85), the sub-Divigional Magis—

trate, Tinnevelly, and the Assigtant Superintendent of Polioce

W), In the pocket of the coat of the assassin was found a BN

burse containing a Railway ticket (M.0. ¥X¥X) of that date from

Tinnevelly Bridge to Maniyachi, and a few annas. Underneath the

coat was a shirt in the breabt pocket of which wag & letter (Exh.

IE) - Thig letter gave particulers as to the name (Vanchi Aiyar)

ind native place (Shencottah) of the murderer, snd stated some

reasons as the motive for the crime.
b An inquest was Tformally held on the body of the deseased

hich had already been photographed. (Exh. ) The bvody wasg then

laced for identification, and wag ldentified by P.W‘. 7. The post—
ortem was held on the body the next morning, and 1t was Tound that
ne man had committed suicide-death being due to a bullet wound
rough the mouth,‘t‘ne bullet lodging 4dn the nusclos of the ru&k,
*ter having passed through the spine. (P.W.87).

In congeguearice of  the j.nfomati on contained in the letter
rders were sent to the Ingpecbor of Police, Tenkasi, on the saue
vy — 19th - to go to Shencottall , communicate with & the sh'e:no,otta.h
>lice and make encuiries a.bo»iit the assasgin Venchi Aiyer. A second
w2ty wag despatched to Shencottah on the next day ‘on receipt of

rther information. As & result of the secarches by these parties

4 the enquiries made by them, two parbies were sent oubt on the

sh - one tg ticgrin under € A”‘*lstsmt superlzltezlder\t of
panrl s B e S AL paﬂ‘% ko dtntt  protiie

.iceP(P.w. 50) to O'bta.plda.ram to he certain secarches.
The Assistant sSuperintendent of Police; who rea,chx.d

ti'corin"a.t about 10 P.M. on the night of the 19th, sse went to the

se of one K.V.Arumugm Pillay, aﬁ; a,bo,ut; 2 A.M. and told him thw

was going to meal hig house 5.‘.{1(1 put a guard over it with'

roiing it the next Y morning. |Arumugan Pilla,y. (P.W.39)



made & long statement, cdetailling all that he knew about the com—
mission of the crime and the secret history whioch px’:\eded it. The |

house was searched the next morning, and certein incriminating
documents were seized. As soon as the.other searcies in Tuticorin
were over, the Asst. Superintendent of Police brought Arumugan
Pillay into Timmevelly and handed him over to the Dix;t.lria'b Super—
intendent. He then repeated the stat‘ement to the latter. He had
alsc prayed the Poclice after he had made his ste tement ‘at Tuticorin
for protection againgt possible violence from vhis agsociates of

whom he had given information. He repeated thisg request before the
Tigtrict Superintendent as well. He was subsequently tendered &
pardon by the Digtrict Magistrate, Tinnevelly, under section 337

of the Criminsl Procedure Code, and imn consequence of hig :
accepting it,.he has been examined as a witnessg (P.W. 39) in this
case .

As & result of the gearch at Ottapidaram, the Deputy
Superintendent of Police proeceeded to Tuticorin, =and secarched the
house of one C. Som&mmdal‘&m Pillay, whon he hasgs reasgon to sugpect
of complieity in the crime. He 'wa.s also arrested and brought to
Tihnevelly oh the 22nd. Somagundaram Pillay was also tendered
a pardon urder section B37 Cr. P.C. by the District Ma.gi.'stra.te,
thich he accepted. He has therefore been examincd as Prosecution -
litness 49 in this case. :

s These two men are residents of Titicorin. . They attended «L£
futicorin lectures of V.O. Chidambaram Pillay and Subramnania
iiva, which prBofeded the Tinnevelly riots in 1908. They then

amenced to swlibgoribe to seditious papers fron Pondicherry,

nd to believe in, aml be 'iri £luenced by, the ideas advocated by
uch writings. In A;;ril 1910, the s;égnd ac ~cused Sankarakrishna
iyar went to Tuticorin and inf ormed these two witnésses uiik et one
lilakanta Brahmacheri (scocused 1) had come from Pondicherry to
enkasgil to iho_ld a meeting, anxr asked bhem to attend it. Arumugam
illay alone went as Somessundaram Pillay was prevented by wark

ron doing so . - e found Nile.ka.nf:a. in the house of Madathukadail
iidemabaram Pillay. He was introduced by Sanksrakrishna Aiyax
ind aococused) to three persons there,‘ whom he did not know ‘

fore. They were Nilakanta (a.ocuseél AN, Madeathuksdai i 4
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ZXay Chidambaram Pillay (accused 3), and Vande _Mata.rm.n Sibraarin

var (accused 14). Nilakantas took the witness aside by himself and
id him thet he was the contributor to the Pondi cherry paper

uryodaya" and thet he had come to Tenkasi to convene a meebing,

© purpose of which

e proceeded to explain as follows: That per-

18 such as V.0. Chidambaram Pillai and Subramania Sive had tried

do good to the country by lectures, but that Government had

1lshed them, as also men like them in Krishnasawny Saxma arxl

1dvi Yakit Husain; thet Bengalis had also manufsotured bombs but

'L too was stopped by the cormviction of many persons in the

\napore and Alipore bomb-cases; and that the Collector of

ik and Babu Asutosa Biswas had been murdered with “the result that

YV Persons were hanged for it; that the purpose of killing the

lish was to obtain Swaraj, and that they should drive the

lish out of the country. -He then proecseded to ;iescribe the

‘bing which they were about te hold as the beginning of a new

‘n for effecting what they wanted, by means of a revolution
lar. to the Sepoy Mutiny of" 1857, and that they should gather

*her select men in each village and town for the purpose, that

2

and kill
o

men shovld start a revolution all over the country
il
The meeting which was/bring > into

Znglishmen on .the same day.

;ence one of such bands, then commenced, and after a prel iminary

gssion , in common, of .the facts stated by Nilakantam to

lgam, the former tcld the persons nresent (viz. accused 2,353,114
.rumugam)’that. they should &1@\ take an oatﬁ.r Puja was offered
picture of Kali, the goddess, by making offerings of saocred
3 and flowers to :Lt Some 'kunkumum' (red powder) was then

1-in water, and each person present put & little of it into

The

be symbolical of the blood

wuth and the picture of Kali was alse sprinkled with it.
iquid was said by Nilakantem, Lo

& BEnglishman. .Thén a plece of paper wasg taken, on which

«ritten an cath to the effect that the lives anc the property B
1@ persong taking the ocath were dedicated for the purpose of

ning Swaraj, that the secrets of the scciety of whioh they

becoming members should not be divulged and that, if any one

o, he should be killed as Goshein of Caloutte was killed,

1at the drinking of the ‘lcunkunun ! wEkeEx wad;er was symbolidaﬂ

- A k of
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g their drinking. the bladod of the Englix:‘:hma.h. This was read by
ach of ‘E:he D ersons presenbt,' in turn, end sealed by affixing their
wumb-impressions in blood from their thumbs, which had been cut :
reviously. They \bere also given new names to oonceal their ;
entity in case any correspondence about this society should fall

6 the hands of the authorities. Acecused 1, 2,3, 14 and Arunugam

k the oath in this manner.

FPive or six monthsﬂ sankarakrislhnan (accused £) again

&t to Tutioorih to make arrangements for a g imilar meeting by
wkantan “there. The 1&'bter{a.rrived a day ox two/‘_from Tenkasi.
wugam made all the necegsary arrangements for their stay, and
ght in recruits for the society. A meeting similar to the one

enkasi was held, and%similar oath was teken. Accugsed 1,2,4,5
gami Pillay {the absconding acoused No. 13), Arumugam Pillay
Somasundaram Pillay (P.W.49) alone were present at this

ing, and all of them book t!';e cath here. This is, in brief, ‘
awvidence a,_"'ohé ¢ founding of & dangerous anarchical society |

n British territory, in Tenkasi and Tut.:i;oorin. The gocisty

dso branches in Sﬁanc-otta.h and Ponalur - villages belo:fxging

mvancore, and lying close tc Tenkasi, thc wasate:fno‘st ma,luk of‘
IMinnevelly District. ]

Ramasgany Aiyar is a native of Sundarapandiapuram, whose

sSction with this society beocame known to the Police at a very
vy stage in the investigation. . His house was searched o_n the

of June, that i five days after the murder of the collec or.
“ls then found to be absent from the Yvillage, and his where-—

t8 were not known, although for twe or three days after. the

of the murder he had been in the village. : He returmed to the
age for the first time after this disappearance at the end of

ol a.nd was at once taken by the local village magistrate (p.W. ]
before the Police who produced him on the Ewx same day (the 1lst
ugust) before the Stationary Sub-Magiastrate of“'I‘.enka.si. He
then taken on the same day, before the Digtrict Supserintencent
:’oliée 1.10 was then at Courtallam, and who brought him to o
wevelly the next day! On the 17th of August I tendered him a

on, ,on the direction of the District Magistrate, Tinnevelly,

under
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IEX\L under section 337 of the Criminal Procedure (“ocxe He accepted it,

Kig and has therefore bebn examined as Progecution Witness No. 55 in

tol] this case.

gﬁ D His evidence goes to show that the society took mkmmui

1 h\root in Shencottah and Ponalur about Augu.st last year. He was
ir\iravelllng about the middle of 1910 in Travancore and Cochin,

L F_ving performances with a gramophone.’ He hﬁ,d,been employed in
ay lravaneo e when the railway-line to Cuilon was under construction
U .1 was already acquainted with Vanchi Aiyar, the assass:.n, ‘and

I ‘ 131 ihare Aiyer (acocused 7).
\‘}m In his trweds on this occasion he came to Alleppy and
s h Harihare Aiyar there. They then cane together to r\uilon,'

“ TTJ e the former introduced him to Bapu Pillay (accused 8), who =mE

. k d him to sell him the gramophone for the use of a BzEEELY

‘:fE’J poiety in which he was interested. As Harihers Alyar agreed to

| respongible fqr the purcimse-monsey, he consented to sell it,r

it was agreed that h; sh ould ha:nd_ over the ingtrument to Bapu

§ay at Ponalur. He and Iwri}mraﬁ_oa;:; to Ponalur a day in advencé

‘ lapu Pillay. They were met ‘at the &tation on their arrival

nchi Aiyar, who took them to Bapu Ifillay's house. Thig was

e beginning of August last year. He stayed a few dayé there,

shet Nilakentem, Madasami Pillay (the -absconding acouse'd TT.o. 13)

hi Aiyar, Sa.nka.llakrishnﬁ, Aiyar (accused £), and Jagannatha

thgar (accused 6). The witness then went home for Avani Avittam
of August), after making the acquaintance of Cll:}d&nba.ram Pilla.;

\Eu ed 3) at Tenkasi. WMadasani Pillay took him there. He

fied goon after to Sheffpottah, as he had left his gramaphone in

e![h' use of Harikars Aiysr there. He then went to Ponalur with

kifantam, Vanchi Aiyer, Jagannatha Ailyangar (accused 6),

ﬁ\ara Aiyar (accused 7)), arnl two oth‘e_r men of Shencottah, pamely

imani Aiyar, (accused 15) and Dharameraje Alyer, who has sihce

(my comnitting suicide while under arrest in connection with !

/{c&se. Senkarskrishna Aiyar wer}é/aere before them All of

“nﬁa. Ghose, Subremenia Bharati, Bepin Chandra Pal and Tilak

J.bing them ag true sons of‘"Bharata. Matha™ (‘fother India), and
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adding that if every one would follow in their footsteps Swara] BE

TT—

could soon be obtained. 1{@ further mxpimamd explained that gwarsald
mbea,nt th@ driving of the Bnelish dut of India, andq#iling the
countyy bhemselves. He alsc told them that societies gimilar to
thé gathering they were having at Ponalur, existed in Bombay ,

Baroda, Pondicherry, s other places, that guns and arms WwWere

readyfin Pondicherry, and that they could obtain these for killi\i\g
and driving t;.he Engii:‘s’h away . These lsctures seen “to have been
merely for purposes of persua.sion, and ;Nhen they were over, &
special meeting was he_l;l for the purpose of taking an oath as
members of thig socleby. Puje was offered to the Goddess Kali
and an oath was taken in the same manner and much tc the same

k offect ag &t the Tenkasi and Tuticorin meetings. The persons who

took the oath were . 3 |

' Nilakanbamn Accused 1.
FERKRXXRKECSRARER
Sankarakr ishnan i 2

Vanchi Aiyar i i

Y, Pichumani Aiyer. E e
: Harihare Alyar 7
Jagannatha Alyangar .. 8
papu Pillai S en
Desikachari e
Dhernaraja Alyar (since ceceaged)
and th i witness. The latter returned home  to sundarapandiapuran on

The witness was again in Shencottah in the month of

I
(December—Janua.ry) of that year, and learnt there fionl

Dhermaraja Aliyvar that Venchi Aiyaxr and gankarakrishna. Alyar had
i ; ;

E "
f | gone o Pondicherry with the {ntention of going further north

v\g'bov'vazda Madras to ZRXE shoot some 'big Dorai'. Dharmaraja Alyar
v‘a.lso tbld him that he wondered whether th.ey would co the crime
secretly, or whether they would bring them all into trouble. The
witnes) then returned home for Sankranti (1l4th January 1911)
About jhree xﬁonms jater he went At.o Alleppey Sn business, and

agein et Harihara Aiyar. On the Iatter's ¢ invitetion He ceme

F $ A While

;!Emlﬁsaivn to Shencottah on his way home, and stayed with hin.




S
while there he attended a meeting of ‘the society in the house of
savadi Arunachalam i’illa.y (accused 11), whom he had met before
in the society of Nilakantam on his first visit to Shencettah, in
. August 1910. This meeting was attended by

7 ; Arunachalan Pillay accused  11.

; Chidambaram Pillay Ag 3
i Vanchi Aiyar
7 Sankarakrighne Aiyar A 2
JagannathaAiyangar 6
Hariharae Aiyar % (73
Alagappa . Pillay % 12
Pichumani Aiyar 3oy 15 Dharnaraije Aiyar

and wesse W itnéss. He also met another man at the house of Aruna—
s chalam Pillai though he was nét present at the meeting. He did
not know this man's name then, but kas identified hin in Court

as Sundaram Aiyar (P.W. 88). This witness belongs to Kadayanallur
which is close to the village of Sankarakrishna Aiyar (accused B )
He was taken -to this mesting b&" the latter, who explained to him on
the way ‘the necessity for joining their society. He sa.x;v the persons
mez;mioncd a_bove go X% into the  house for the meeting, and heaxd
tﬁem sing sc;ngs in which he says the word 'swadeshi’ ccocurred. He
had been asked to wait outside on the pial by Sanksrskrishna Aiyar
and -he did so. The meeting was over at about 7 p.m. The door was
then opened , and Arunachelam Pillay asked him to come in, telling
him that he was & good boy, and aekéd him to Jjoin their society.

He asked him what he was to do in ocase ne Jjoined, and was told that
if he fully Jjoined the societ.y by taking a 'bl@od oath', he would
pe told all & the secrets of the society. This rather frightened
the withess and he went away. As he also found that the Brahmin
and the Budra members of the society were eating together, he had
heae~ very little more to do with sankamk!._'ishna Aiyar after this.
‘On the nyext evening there was a gsimilar -meeting in the house of
Ala.ga.ppa: Pillai (scocused 12) who also lives in Shencottah. This
was attended by ;

; } Arunachalam Pillai accused 11.

Vanchi Aiyar 3 .

Sankarakrishna Aiyar e Y.



C 10 vl ” ;
Harihara Aiyar accused T
Jagannatha Aiyangar o ‘
Bapu Pillay Yia 8
Alagappa Pillay Ay A

Pichumani Aiysar i 15 , Dharmaraja

Alyar and the witness.

The above facts represent the main features of the
acﬁve connection of this witness with the scciety. He adds tha,t.
. when he heard of the news of the murder of the Collector by Vanchi
Aiyar, he was in the village, and ran away intc Travancore, ds' he
wag afraid, being = member of the same society as Vanchi.
i2. (P.W.70) Tirumalainuttu Pillai is & resident of Pambuli
in Tenkasi Taluk. He is a friend of Bapu Pillay (accused 8), who %
has & house in that village , and whose father-in-law lives there.
One day las%.year, which from his diary he finds to be the 1st of

‘May, he went to Shencottah with Bapu Pillay to the house of Alagaﬂ/‘-

m‘Pillay\. lig gtaves that he nmet accused 2, 6,8, 11, 12 ard
Vembu Aiyar elias Mehadeva Aiyar (accused 10), there. He subse- '
quently met Vanchi Aiyar and Ja.ganné.tha Aiyengar in the company of
Bapu Pillay in Pambuli. They asked hinm to join their socicty, and
told him that he should take & 'blood ocath' to do so. He however
refugsed to do so.

13.

speaks to the existince of a society at Shencotten, of which he was

. P.W. 71 Venkatarama Aiyar belongs to Shencottah. He

to some e)‘ctent a member , to their getting papers from Pondicherry
and readiﬁg them. He refused to take a blood-cath and therefore
never becalme & full member of the society .

. "I'his is the gune.ml history of the movement in Travancore.
Thouga t.l‘ society started there about the sane time as at
-Tuticorin, it seeans to have been nuch more active. Thie might
have been jdue partly to the more active nature of the reoruits
pbﬁined ere, among whom were Vanchi Aiyax’, wliose home was at
shencottall, and who was enployed in Ponelur, and Sankarakrishna
alyer (scdused 2), whose native place was not far off; ‘but the sk

chief reation for the shifting of the centre of activity into

Tre v;nooz_'e’, must have been the far smaller chances of their work
£ 5 l - € n
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being discovered, or even taken serious notice of, by the autiori-—

ties of . » native state. Jhis is furtherﬁevidence‘by the fact that

after the arrest of the men who we‘re kno&nl .olearly to be members of
the society and the FTraxnxrapxs Travancoré authorities were
beginning to ma.i{le further er_lquiries about. others, two men con-
mitted suicide. One of them was Dharnaraja Aiyar of shencottsh,
who had alréady been noticed, and who took corrosive sublimste after
his house haglbéen searched, and before he was arrested. In the ’
search of his house nothing incriminating was however found.

The other was one Venkateswara Aiysr, = pleader of
Ponalur. He had been gent for by the superintendént of Poilice,
Travancore,. to api)car .before him on a certain morning. He was
found that morning with gas ,1e,;s on his throat and chest which were
self infliated: He di.ec‘ a few hours later and in his dying declarae=
tion stated that he had been sent for by the j sahib', that he had
heard evidence has been given against him of being a member of

the society, but that hav hadeattended the meeting only as some

* other witnesses had done, and that he toc should be exanined only

{

as &a witness.
65 ; Nilalkkantam, the firast accused, is undoubtedly the founder
of t e society here. In his confesuion made te me the day after
he was brought to Tinnevelly under arrest, and on the ne::tbda.y,
he speaks apout his visits to Tenkasi, Tuticorin, Shencottah, and
Ponalur in 1910 for tae purpese of preaching sedition; he also
stateds that societvies as deseribed by the witnesses werxe founded
in Pe Ka.si., and Tuticorin. I:“. gone notes which were TFound anong
his P persi when he wasg arrested, and.which are in his own hand-
writirig (Exh. LLL). he hasg described hisg life during the previous
fivé iyears a-s being a series of Jumps from

T sccountant to actor - from actor to sub-editor - Tfrom sub—
editojr to political preacier, fron pclitioal preacher to anagchist

jeader, Pfrom anarchist leader to editor again, from editor to

’a,uthdr, and lasgtly from author to a homfess pilgrimﬁ in Benares™

It might be added tha.‘\:._ he was airc'ste-d in Calcutta,; where he had
come from Bena;res to give himself up to the Police. This sta.temqnt :
read in connection with the confessions of the acocused and the ok
st'.a.t.E!ments‘of the wimeéses as tb the formation of the socicties at

Ponal ur
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Ponalur, Teffasi, Tuticorin and Shencottah, makes it cleax that the’
accused was both political Preacher and e.narohlst leader at the

time of his visit to these places.

16. There is evidence to show that accused 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 »

y 13,14 and 15 formally took a Very solemn oath and Jjoined the society.

The witnesses who speak to it saw them do so. This is supplemented

by the correspondence and papers seized in the possession ol the
various accused and approvers which show their general conneoction
with each other, and their keen interest in sedition of an exﬁrwme
type. There is also evidence to show that persons wi.o had not
Tormally taken this oath were not permitted to take part in the
secret meetings of the sooiety,. whose members had to swel, among
other taings, not to divulge the inner purposes of the society.

One suh meeting at least was held in the house of Aruna.oha.la.in Pilla.’
the 1ltiW accused, which he attenced. After it, he tried Ato

pers ade a recruit (P.W.66) to join it, ‘telling him about the
nature of the oath to be taken. He lived in Shencottah, and was
known to move in the mm®m sodiety of men who have been proved to have
| been members of the society. It is also shown that the Brahnin
‘members of the society, the fundamental principle of which soems

to have been to sink all differences of caste so far as the nembers
of the society were‘ concerned, ate with him, & Sudra, in his own

house.

A7 boming nearer to the time of the muxr der, there is no
&

doubt that he was at Tlnnevell’ on the 13th snd the 1l4th of -Tune.

The entries in his diary support 11:. One witness , (P.W.59) who
knew him well, speaks to the acoused going to the Tinnevelly Bridge
Rallway Station on tae night of tie 13th to meet Vanchi Aiyaxr, who
came by, tradin; to his talking with \ra;no 11N Aiyar amd of his

« making up his mind to go away to Calcutta suddenly. The witness
gave him a oértificate to enable him to join a college there.
.Arunachalam Pillay left for Calcutta on the 15th, and in his Jdiary
he max hit‘a.s ‘entered the number of the Third Class ticket with which
he traveiled. I‘ie re'a.c‘néd Madras and wen’ﬁ t.o- the hduse of a
distant pelative (P.W. 72) wiom he had had notaing to do with
for' sever] years and to whon he had only given.an intim&tién the

Previous jday of his intended arrival. He also ple.dged some

Ll
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Jewelg in Tinnevelly with P.W. 68 rather hurriedly the day befor.
he lefi;. " There was money due to him about 5.800—0—0, on & promig-
80ry note payable on demand, from a pPleader of Shencottah (P.W. 33)
who was & neighbour and a relation to him. VTne a.eoﬁsed had seen
him at Shemootta.r; on the 1lth but had not told him anything about :
going to Calcutta,; or asked hin for &1y money, although he tele-
gra ‘hed to him from Caloutta on the 19th for money . (mxh. Q0Q).

In great contrast to the very detailed entries in his
diary on the 12th, 18th, l4th, 15th and 18th of June (mxh. RR) is
the absence of“ all entries mg after that date.

L8 These facts go to show that the accused Arunachalan
Pillay wa;s a member of tae socicty, thathe came to Tinnevelly

a few days before the murder took place, Vand left very suddenly

fo;c Calcutte without makingv adequate preparations and with the
‘obvious intention of beipg able to prove his departure from
Tinnevelly for Caloutta on the 15th.

i Tae accused Alagapps Pillay (acocused 12) has been saown
to have been in the company of the members of the society, to have :
attended a meeting of the society in the house of the 1lth &couged
from whici persons who had noc taken the oath were excluded, and to
have had a nmeeting of the society in his own house.

20. The evidence againgt the accused Vembu Aiyar (accused 10)
mey appear at first sight to be somewhat meagre. Butbt there ig no
doubt that he was in the company of the Shencottah members of the
é‘ooiety, and toock an interest in thelir doings. An organization
like this soeiety is no ordinary one. Clubs and societies , even *
of the most }invno'cent. social kind, are by no means coumon Features
in t.lié pa:f't of Britisih India, and they are muoci less so in a
lHative State, such as Travancore. lio man is I&3ewy /to be it} the
company of the mnembers of sucli & sociéty without being f‘ully.&ware
of its existence, anc without having his curiosity roused,a.s't‘o the
ca use 01;‘ 1ts existence. " The nembers are not likely t_o permnit him
to see much of their company without realising that he is likely to
know some};hing of ' the w_orkiné of their society. The purpose Tor
which théy were organised was no ordinary erime ard its general
purport would have been fairly clear to him in a short time. He

. 1:vquld
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woul.d not have continued to be in the company of .the members of
such a society, if 'he had not strongly sympathised with them ;
and if xikm he}’l&d, there is no doubt he would have soon been made
a memover ’ seeing that he was in the company of sme of the
kmenest members of tie society, and men who were trying very hard
indeed to get fresh recruits.

For these reasons, I n_lust hold that he too was a nember
of the society, although there is no explicit eviderce as to his
taking the ocath of membex.'ship.
ik Thisg traces the history of the connecﬁion of all the
acoused with a society, whiech wag formed for the explicit purpose
() obtgxinimg Swaraj. This tern wa.sr‘ explained to the members of the
soéziety by 1ites founder to be the ruling of India by the Indians,
after murdering and drivi'ng out the BEnglish from the country. .
Their society wa..s to be the precurscr of & general revolution, by
which they intendeé& to drprive HIS MAJESTY. THE KING EMPEROR of the
sovereign.ty of British India, and it was contemplated to nurder
Buropean officials generally to achieve this. In pursuance of
this conspiracy, one of the members of the society murdered a
Buropean 0ffiecial in the person'_o:f‘ the late Mr. R.W.D'E. Afshe,
Collector ot Pinnevelly, on- the 17th of June lagt. All the
accuged have therefore been ciarged with offence under sections
308, 107, and 1.11 and 121 A of the Indian Penal Code.

Pl Vanc i Aiyar came to Tiﬁnevelly on the night of tll:e 13th
* June (P.W. H9). He stayed in the Hundi- Shop of 'P.8.8.V.' in
Tinnevelly from ’b.le' 14th of June to the morning of the 17th, when A&
left it wit:1 Sankarakrishna Aiver (accused 2) to catch the train
by whica the lat@llector Mzx. Ashe travelled. Sankarakrishna
Aiyarfioined Vanchi Aiyar in Tinnevelly on tle 16th, and slept with
him in the Hundishop .on that night. About one o'cAlook on the
afternoon of the 16th, he and Vanchi A.iya.r.met PoW. B9, e friend
of the acoused Arunachalam Pillay, néar the Tinnevelly Post Office,
and asked tiae latter where Arunachdlam Pillay was, and seemed
bdiappointed to learn that he had gone to Calcutte. . Later on in
the same day, at about halZ past four Oﬁolock Vanchi Aiyar and
Sankarakr ighna Aiyar went to tae house of a da.né'ing-girl RN )

Thav
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hey were both seen together again going to the Railway Station

‘09 the morning of tae murder (P.W.12) . They were seen togetlhier on
tae platform just before the murderer Fired the shot, by P.W. 18
and 19, the sons of the Stetion Master at Manlyaoul. Sankarakrighna

»4iyer stood close by waen tae suﬂviwas Tired, and wag Been to look
into the First Class conpartment after the sio0t was Fired, and to
run away (P.W. 18,19; and 228). :

/ 23. The witnesses who speak to these facts did not know
Sankarskrigime Aiyar before. P.W.18 and 19 described hin to the
pclice gg‘the same day. Two persons were arreéted who were sus-—
pected to be tie accomplice. Identification-parades were held on
the 20th and the 28rd of June.in eacii of which one of thege men were
put up. But the witness declared that the man whom thiey had been
was pot among the men on the parade. The third was held on the
26th after the arrest of sank&rakrishna‘Aiyar. He was put up with
24 other persons of whom 14 were brahmins, and he was picked out
by the two witnesses, in the presence of thevstat;onaxy Sub-—
Magistrate, Tinnevelly, (P.W. 79) who speaks to the proper conduct
of tae parsde. .

He\was also, identified on 14-7-11 in a gimilar parade by
P.W. 22 in ny presenﬁe, and by P.W. 11 in a parade o; the 27th of

© dJune.

Thus there ié no doubt as to his identity. The evidence
that he was an important menﬁer o the éoqiety with Vanchi Aiyar
hag already been discuséed. All these faocts establish.bqyond all
doubt that he kzx abetted the murder of the Collector by Vanchi
Alyar on the 17th of June, by veing piresent and aiding_Vanchi
Aiyar. He has therefore been charged under gection 302, 107 and
114 of the Indien Penal Code asg well,

, 24, The complaints in these céses were filed before the

Distriot Magistrate, Tinnevelly, who transferred them to this

. Court. On his takirg cognizance of taem and the subéequent 3
transfer, tie Government, in the interegts of peace aund good oxder,
directed in its orders, G.0. Nos. 1289 ard 1290, dated the 1loth
of August and the 16th of August respectively that the provigions
of Part I of the Criminsl Law Amendment Aot (YIV of 1908) wuail
apply to the proceedirgs in this Court. The cases have Fhefefo;e

been

i



been tried under the provisions of that Act, and I heveby direct

under section 6(b) of the Act that all tie accused be coimitted to
R eatrre : .

the High ¢ tﬁpf Madres for trial.

A.YeG.C. Tempoe
Sub-Divigional Magistrate,

Tinnevelly.
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