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, PUBLISHER'S FOREWORD

I had the pleasure of meeting Sriman V. O. Chidambaram
Pillai for the first time when I was introduced to him by Loka-
manya Bal Gangadhar Tilak and this acquaintance speedily deve-
loped into friendship. Sriman V. O. Chidambaram Pillai retired
from active politics after his Jong incarceration and he has since
engaged himself in an intensive and critical study of the ancient
Tamil classics which had claimed his attention even during his
political preoccupation and during his professional activities as a
lawyer, This book represents the fruitful results of his arduous
labours in this field carried on for more than three decades, Sriman
Pillai set himself to the difficult task of editing the celebrated
Tamil Grammar “Tolkappiyam ", whose antiquity and authority
are admitted by all. The age of “Tolkappiyam" has been made
recently a matter of controversy among Tamil scholars, but it is
not later than the third or fourth century B. C. When therefore
he asked me to undertake the publication of the work, I readily
consented to do so. The publication of the work has been greatly
facilitated by the active help and co-operation of Mr. S. Vaiyapuri
Pillai, Editor of the * Tamil Lexicon . He has read in proof every
line of this great work and edited it with thoroughness and
care. The assistance of an eminent scholar like him cannot be too

highly commendgd. .
T;;ditrpet } V. VENKATESWARA SASTRULU,
adras.
8th Jaly, 1985. ® o V. RAMASWAMY SASTRULU & SONS.
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