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Glimpses of -the Founder’s Life
(Sri A. Shanmugham, B.a.L.1.)
— dprt——————

Who the Founder is:-

Ganapathy Ratnam  Pillai :;is a8 house-hold name in
Mayuram Taluk, Tanjore -Distriect. Though from his fortieth
year onwards, he was a resident of Madras, his sphere of
philanthropy and influence- was extensive in his native taluk.
With a standing of over two decades as teacher and Head master
of a premier institution attached to the Pachappa's Charities in
Madras. he directed his energies to founding a new Hlementary
School at Saidapet, now in Madras in 1929,

Need for the School:-

The object was to.cater to the needs of the many children
of sehool-going age in the locality., Most of the children had to
cross the Railway line and the ever-busy Mount Road before
reaching tlie Kindergarten Section of the Government Model
“chool. Hven there the number of sedts was a few and so
admissions were restricted to a few. The school founded by the -
late G Ratham Pillai he named the ‘Ganapathy National School".
Unlike the other schools in the neighbourbood, this institution
was not from the very start content with teaching the children
merely the thiee Ry The daily work commenced with a prayer—
a devotional song. Religious instruction was given at the end of
the =chool hour In compliance with the wish of the parents a
Telugu Pandit was appointed, Furniture, appertenances and
appliances were supplied at his own cost.

Recognilion by Government :-

Tiie Educational Officer of the District soon heard of the
good name and good work done by the school. This made him
one day step up the school and ask the Founder if Mr. Pillai
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would care to have his school recognised by Government. The
latter replied simply that he had no objection to such recognition
being given to the school-his fond child. Thanks to the efforts
of Sri. Elanjiam Mudaliar of Iyanavaram, the President of the

District Educational Counctl, 1ecognition was given to the first
five standards.

The Old Order changeth :-

Later, the anthorities insisted on trained teachers repla-
cing most of the 8. 8. L C. untrained members of the staff. This
was done, though it entailed the disbanding of a gioup of
devoted teachers who did selfless service for the progress of the
school. Their ealaries were meagre at the time, but their respect
and affection towards Mr. Pillai bordered on veneration.

Development -

One of the Senior Inspectors of the range, » gentleman
well-known for his strictness was very favourably impressed with
the workirg of the schocl and he put his impressions in the
Inepection Book The strength of the school iraproved year by
year. More and more girls sought and got admission in all
standards Lady teachers were appninted, as they were more
fitted by Nature to handle toddlers and children in their teens.
Tn accordance with the desire of the parente, higher standards

up to the eighth were opened All of them were temporarily
recognised by Government.

Co operation :-

The Headmaster.of the school was a raw graduate. He
had three secondary grade and four Higher grade teachers to
assist him in his work. Regular Parents’ Days were celebrated
80 a8 to bring the parents and the staff in closecontact No parent
felt himself a stranger or outsider while he was around in the
school, because Mr. Pillai talked to him in such a way detailing
all he was able to do and hoped to do for the children that he
came to appreciate the view-point of the Founder-Manager and
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volunteered to help in the matter under discussion. Sris.
Chelvaranga Raju, Novelist Raju Sivasailam Piilai 8. Murugesa
Mudaliar, Abdul Razek, Narasimalu are but the names of a
few gentlemen of out-standing merit who took a keen interest in
the development of the school along with the Founder. Their
frequent visits to the school, their presiding over meetings of the
teachers and fhe taught and their generous donations for prizes
at the School Day celebrations were marks of their abiding
interest. A colleague of Mr. Pitlai, T. Margam Ayyar started a
school in the eastern part of the town. Rare indeed was the
hearty co-operation and good-will that existed between these
Founder Managers who exchanged views as to bettering the
accommodation and increasing the quality and quantty of the
furniture and paying the staff more for their enthusiastic work.

An Anecdote :-

Mr. Ratnam Pillai was always mild with offenders,
pupils or his subordinates and reformed them by bis gentle and
persuasive words. Once when the Inspector of Schools went
round the classes of the schoo! of which Mr. Pillai was the Head,
he noticed a boy busy cutting with a pen-knife on his desk. He
turned the boy over to the Headmaster with a directive to give
him suitable punishment for his inattention in class. Later in
the day after luncheon, the Inspector remembered the incident
and asked the Head what he had done. The latter without a
worll took the Inspector to the office Room where the offender
was busy cutting white writing paper into foolscap size for the
ensuing »xamination. He had dore half a ream and was in the
middle of the other half, when the Inspector with a smile
dismissed him and appreciated the tact of the Headmaster who
had put $he cutting propensity of the boy to good use, That
boy was poor Me!

Other aspects of his work :-

Practically every day of his brief span of life wae a busy
one. He was a Divector of the Mylapore Permanent Fund and
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of the Triplicane Urban Co-operative Society. As member of the
Madras Text Book Committee he was helping various authors to
forge ahead. A place on the Film Censor Boaid was given bim,
He almost daily contacted Messrs. C. Coomaraswamy Naidu
and Sons, a premier publishing firm of the City who claimed him
as one of their patrons inthose daysalong with C R Namasivaya
Mudaliar and others. The Madras University availed itself of
his wide and intensive knowledge of the regional language by
having him coopted as member of the Tamil Lexicon Committee.
As an author of text-books he was guiding a generationof pupils.
On the whole his life was one of activity in the public cause.

A bolt from the blue :-

A bolt from the blue came in the sudden demise due to
heart-failure of this illustrious and excellent man on 3lst
December 1931. The masters and pupils in tears paid their last
respects to the beneficent scholar and Manager of the school.
The Management was taken up as a trust of the minors by their
nearest relative Sri, M Somasundaram Pillai, a Government
Officer in the Board of Revenue, Excise. He spared neither
efforts nor money in keeping the good name of the institution
and in making the staff contented. By the end of April in 1932,
the Distriet Authority on Education paid a surprise visit to the
school. Being pleased and satisfied with the tiptop condition of
the school, he paid a tribute to the Founder and forthwith

recommended. permanent recognition of all standards. This
was done in due course.

An indefatigable worker :-

A born Teacber‘,and dee

ply religious gentleman who from
the outset took a pa;

ental care and interest in the children
entrusted to him was found in the present Healmaster He
was given the onerous task of developing the school fuither.
For the past 22 years he has been doing uasparing work in
making the school what it is now maintaining its high tradi-
tions and growing taller and taller. He may take legitimate
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pride in his achievement of moulding the character of hundreds
» of children of this town for well over two decades. His genial
persnnality and unostentatious work at school have endeared
him to one and all among the staff members, past and present
and the children whom he fosters and the parents who are
coutent with turning out their wards to him with the assurance
that training in complete citizenship is sure to be given them
at school. '

A4 worthy son of a worthy father :-

Aboat a dozen years ago the Management was taken over
by 8ri G. R. Murugesan the eldest son of Mr. G. Ratnam
Pillai. He too is imbued with the high ideals cherished by his
father and is exerting himself to make the school uaique of its
kind in training all the faculties of scholars entrusted to its
care, Thouugh the expenditure goes on mounting and receipts as
grant in-aid are not in proportion, he apends every pie he
receives on bettering the lot of the Teachers, on equipment and
on aids to Teaching.

Family BEnvironment :-

The family enviroument of the Founder Manager of the
School was congenial educative and’ instructive Many a poor
boy was taken over as his ward, irrespective of caste or creed,
educated, fed and clothed. Suitable employments were found
for them and all of them are happy today cherishing the
memory of their benefactor His wife, a dignified and pious
lady and honsewife predeceased him in 1930, leaving behind
her four children. One of the daughters is a graduate of the
Madras University. a Queen Marian.

A Need:-

A pukka building of its own is a long felt want for the
school. TFor a long time now it has been growing and getting
cramped in rented premises. If the local gentlemen and
the Education Department pay a little attention to this question,
I have no doubt sho'tly the Ganapathi National School will be
housed in a building of its own.

A, SHANMUGHAM,

G
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“All the teachers evince much interest in the
latest methods of teaching. The Hea_dmast_er
is to be congratulated for keeping the School in
such a high level of efficiency.”

(Sd) K. KRISHNAMACHARI,

D I OF SCHOOLS, SAIDAPET.

¢« The School continues to do very satisfactory
work.”

(S8d ) V. RAMACHANDRAIYER,

D. I. OF SCHOOLS, SAIDAPET.

‘“The Headmaster does earnest and sincere work
with the active co-operation of a continuous
staff of teachers who do regular work.”

(84.) A. VENKATASUBRAMANYA IYER,

J- D I OF SCHOOLS, SAIDAPET.

“The Headmaster, Sri 8 Raghavachari deserves
to be congratulated for running the school at
this level in spite of handicaps.”’

A. VILVA RAT;

D 1 OF SCHOOLS, EGMORE RANGE
“The general coundition of the School is
satisfactory.”
(8d.) P 8. DAVID JOSEPH,

D 1. OF SCHOOLS., PERUMBUR RANGE,

Important Activities of the School :-

The Educatioral Exhibition was opened by Mr.
Sadasiva Reddiar, the Deputy Director of IPublic
Tnstruction, Madras.
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Seventh Anniversary was celebrated when Mr.
K. Ramalinga Mudaliar, Commissioner o
Saidapet Municipality presided. ‘Judgment
Scene’ from ““The Merchant of Venice” enacted
by the pupils was worthy of special mention.

Eighth Anniversary was celebiated with Sri
8. R. Ramalingam Pillai, Municipal Chairman
in the chair. A drama entitled ""MANGAYARK."
K -RASI* was staged by the girl pupils of the
school,

- The Parents’ Day was celebrated with Sri

K. Venkataswamy Naidu, Mayor of Madras in
the chair. Dr. P. Varadarajulu Naidu deliverdd™”
a lecture on ‘“‘Parental Co-operation.”

. The Tenth Anniversary was celebrated under the

Presidentship of Sri Sivasailam Pillai, M.a,1 7.,
The D. I. of Schools, Saidapet. The girls put
on board "' THE BAKTHA KUCHELA” which was
very much appreciated.

The Twenty Fourth Anniversary was celebrated.
Sri P. 8, David Joseph, Deputy Inspector of
Schools, Perambur Range presided.

——{o)——
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