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Kanyakumari. In that land there were cities known as
South Madurai and Kapadapuram. It is mentioned that
the first meet of learned poets was held and composed a
number of scholarly works at South Madurai. This
- meet 18 said to have presided by one Iraiyanar a Tamil
poet. The second meet was held at Kapadapuram
due to the submersion of Thenmadurai, i.e. South
Madurai. In this meet also the poets are said to
have presented a number of new poetical works. This
city had also met the same calamity. Therefore poets
“had to meet at the Noith Madura which was the
capital of Sangam Pandyas. This meet was presided
over by Agathiyar the preceptor of Pandyas.
"Tolkappiyam, a grammatical work is said to have
composed in this meet. From the foregoing narration
it is an unassailable fact that a considerable part of
land beyond the present Kanyakumari was swallowed
by sea. This calamity is deeply lamented in the later
works like Silappathikaram,
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~ narrating the sorrowful incident of the submersion of
- the river called Pahruli, with many mountains and
Kumarikkodu, happened some thousands of years ago.

In the Ceylonese Chronicles Dipavamsa, Maha-
vamsam and Rajavali, it is mentioned that the sea
erosions were held in three times, the first in 2387 B.c.
the 2nd in 504 B.c. and the 3rd in 306 B.c.2 On the
- basis of this reference some scholars have attempted to
~ date the submersion of Kumarikandam to 4th
century B.C.> But considering the occurrence of flora
and fauna in the submerged Gondwana land it is
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believed by the geologists that the submersion of this part
might have taken place thousands of years ago. So the
Kumarikkandam might have been swallowed at least
before afew thousands of years ago. If the submerged land
of Kumarikkandam is explored thoroughly by deploying
the sophisticated equipments, it would be possible to
locate some of the artefacts belonging to those ancient
periods. In recent years, it is gathered-from the fisher-
men of the Kanyakumari and the nearby hamlets of the
sea coast that they are meeting with some of the iron
as well as stone objects. They also say that in some places
under sea their nets are being torn due to obstruction
of some objects. The Marine Archaeologists who are
engaged in other parts of India may try to explore this
part also and it is possible that they could get some
interesting artefacts that could throw more lights on the
submersion of Kumarikkandam.

The other town that is mentioned to have been
submerged in Tamilnadu is Poompuhar, the cele-
brated capital and the port city of Sangam Cholas. It
was situated on the place where the river Kaveri
empties its water in the Bay of Bengal. Poompuhar
is said to have been divided into three major
divisions. viz. Maruvurppakkam, Pattinappakkam and
Nalangadi.

Settlements of foreign merchants who used ships for
their commercial purpose, streets of vendors who were
selling spices, perfumes and flowers, habitation of
weavers who were manufacturing cloths by silk, hair
and cotton, wide streets of those who sold precious
stones, streets of shops which sold grains, artisans
musicians, artistes sculptors and fishermen were
located in Maruvurppakkam. |
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towards east making to emerge land for a kilometre
west of the present sea shore.

Hence it could be presumed that the first submer-
sion of Poompuhar may have taken place in 504 B.C.
~ while the second submersion in 306 B.c. The wharf
of ‘Keelaiyur should have belonged to the second
submersion period.

In order to find the actual nature of the submersion
of the city, off the shore, exploration was started by
deploying the side scan sonar, Fcho sounder and
Magnetometer in the year 1981 by the Tamilnadu State
Department of Archaeology in association with the
National Institute of Oceancgraphy. This survey
revealed some tangible results on the grounds showing
three peaks measuring about 2 to 3 metre height sub-
merged in the sea. After scrutiny the National Institute
of Oceanography had suggested for undertaking an
intensive exploration by sending divers into the sea.
Hence in the year 1991, the State Department of
Archaeology and the National Institute of Oceanography
had begun their intensive survey off the shore of

Poompuhar. During their operation they were able to |

locate some interesting structural remains as well as a |

~ ship wreck under the sea about 70 ft. to 80 ft. depth and
: about 4.5 kms. seaward of Poompuhar. On examina-
tion of the ship wreck it is found that the ship was
loaded with ingots which are bearing the legend W.
Blacket written in English script on one side and the
year 1791 on some ingots and 1792 on some other ingots.
It is clear that the ship wreck might have occured either
in the year 1792 or after. In another place called
Karayappar, a big structure probably of sangam age
had been spotted out. This structure appears to be in
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