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18ft. 5 inches by 13 ft.10 inches. The Ardhamandapa and the Antha-
rala are heavily ornamented while the Garbhagrha is almost plain.

The Sun temple at Osiya in Rajasthan is another imporatant
temple which was popular during 8th century A.D. The remnants
of this. temple have been scattered all over Rajasthan evidently
belonging to Prathikara period. According to Rowland the. plinth
and niches of Osiya temples are reminiscent of those of Kajuraho
temple and the sikhara bear a family like those of the Parasura-
meswar and the earlier temple of Orissa and to those of Pattadakkal of
South India. The temple of Osiya is rich in iconography, built with
images of various Gods, incarnation of Vishnu and other Goddesses.

The Garbhagrha and the above mantapa are erected on a
raised platform. The lintel is decorated with representations of the
planetary deities of navagraha as well as with Garudas and Naga.

The Surya temple at Mothera built in 11th century A.D. is
in western part of India. This temple consists of a Garbhagrha,
Antharala, the Sabha mantapa, Ranga mantapa and a sacred
kunda or tank in its eastern side, popularly called Ramakunda
though it is really a Surya kunda. The Sabha mantapa is a
distinct structure from the main temple built in a paved platform.
It is heavily sculptured with the scenes from the Ramayana.
The garbhagrha, a square one is having a Pradakshana marga
built within its own walls and of the temple. The sihara over
the garbhagrha is completely dilapidated. The main deity Surya
deva is said to have been of pure gold and is believed to have
been taken away by the Moghul invaders. The vehicle of the
Surya was found in the cells below garbhagrha. Mothera where
the Sun temple is situated is about 60 miles from Allahabad in
Gujarat on the left bank of Pushpavathi river. The temple is an
imposing strocture even in its ruined stage. It would be very
interesting to know the comparable beauty of this monument in
the words of the great scholar, Majumdar. “In view in the
Mothera temple the aesthetic sense at once response to the
elegance of its preportions, the entire composition being lit with
the living places of inspiration. But apart from its materia]
beauty its design has succeeded in communicating it an atmosphere
of spiritual gains’’.
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Percy Brown speaks of the temple thus: “Few buildings can
boast of such an unrestrained abundance of plastic decoration as this
vast structure, every portion of the exterior being moulded and
chiselled either in the form of abstract geometrical ornament, conven- -
tional foliage, mythical animals, fabulous beings half-human, with
half-serpent coils, figures satanic and figures divine of every concei-
vable motif and subject known to the Indian mind, and in a techni-
que which rages from patterns cut with the minute precision of a
cameo to powerfully modelled groups of colossal size”’.

The Sun temple at Suryanarkoil which is very close
to the town of Kumbakonam in Tanjore district is the unique temple
dedicated entirely to Suryadeve and the attendent planetary deities.
This temple is only one of the shrine in South India though we have
numerous temples with shrines therein dedicated to the Sun God.
Three inscriptions are found on the walls of this temple. In one of
them, this temple is mentioned as the “Kulottunga chola Marthanda-
layam, the temple of the Sun god has been named after Kulottunga I.
The inscription is written in 44th regnal year of Kulottunga.
It refers to a royal order granting the accountantship of the
village, Thammathana vinotha Saturvedimangalam and the devadana
village of Suryadeva to the highest bidder. The second
inscription is written in his 48th regnal year of the same king.
It also mentions a royal order granting the accountantship of
all the devadanas of Suryadeva to two private individuals.
Third inscription is of Krishnadevaraya period which records
a gift of land, made tax free by a vassal of the emperor on
behalf and in the merit of Krishnadevaraya. This temple
faces west. The Garbhagrha is dedicated to  Suryadeva
and near it, on a platform are the images of Vishweswar and
Visalakshi deities associated with Varanasi. Brahaspathi is
installed in a shrine opposite to the main shrine, all round are
those of the other planets as parivaradevatha Ragu, Sukra, Kethu,
Chandra, Ankaraha, Budha and Sun. While the Garbhagrha and
mukhamantapa of the main temple are built of stones the
subshrines are of brick.

Dr. M. Gupta, Surya, the sun God, 1977.

S. R. Balasubramaniyam, Later Chola temples, 1979
ARE 1908, part II Para 60

Ibid 1924, Part II .Para 27

Ibid 1927, part II, Paras 20-21
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