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ear ornaments manufactured out of shell, which is refferred
as kodu.

Next to the organic material, people also used terra-
cotta ear ornaments. Such ornaments were quite popular
among the common people, as endorsed by archaeological
-excavations conducted all over Tamilnadu. A pragmatic study
of the terracotta ear ornaments collected from the excavations
at Kancipuram®, Mallappadi’, Kudikadu?®, Uraiyur®, Tirukkam-
puliyur’® and Appukkallu'' in Tamilnadu glean, that they
could be classified into three sizes i.e. big, medium and small.
The big and medium sizes could further be sub divided into
heavy type and slim type depending upon its thickness. Old
-aged people would have used the big and heavy type; people
in middle age would have used the medium size and where
as the small and slim type could have been used by the young
children.

The average dia of the heavy type in big size at
Kanchipuram?? was 3.5 cm and its thickness was 4 cm., while
at Tirukkampuliyur® its average dia was 4.5cm and its
thickness was 5 cm. The average dia of the slim type in big
size was 5 cm at Kanchipuram!‘ as well as at Kudikadu'® and
their thickness were 1 cm?® and 1.3 cm!” respectively. Due to
its lesser thickness, it has been categorized as slim type and
consequently does not have much weight.

Similarly, the average dia of the heavy type in medium
size ranges fram 2.8 cm to 3.25 cm, as endorsed at Appukkallu!®
and Tiruverkadu'® and their thlckncss were respectively 2. Scm
and 2 cm. With regard to slim type size (medium), the average
dia seems to have been invariably 3 cm and its thickness was
between 1 cm and 1.5 cm at Kanchipuram?°, Appukkallu®! and
Tirukkampuliyur.??

The average dia of the smaller size ear ornament ranges
from 1.75 cm to 2 cm in placcs like Kanchipuram?s, Tirukkam-
puliyur®, Tiruverkadu?® and Mallappadi?®, where as, the thick-
ness was between 1 cm and 1.5cm. As said supra these
smaller size ear ornaments ought to have been used for
children, since it was lesser in weight.
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