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Proceediugs
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THE TRAVANCORE SRI MULANM ASSEKE MBL‘;” .

OFFICIAT REPORT.

SECOND ASSEMBLY,

e — I——-.'-_ﬁ—lll N

THIRTEENTH SESSION.

I'hwrsday the 29th July 1943(13th Karkanakan 1118.

The Assembly met again in the Legislative Chamber at 12 of the
clock, the President presiding,

NEW MEMBERS.

The following members took the oath and signe&- the rolls s—
Mr. . P Gop&l& Panicker (Secretary to Government) :
Mr B. G. Saltel (Director of Transport):

| OUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
. - Mahopadhyaya and Sastre Enaminatirons,

131. J&MR. T. T. KESAVAN SASTRI (Nominafed): Will the
Government be pleased o state the namber of candidates who appeared
far the last Government Mahopadhyaya and Sastrl Examinations res-
pectively and the number who came out successful in each ? |

" MR, A. GOPALA MENON (Director of Public Insiruction) :

- Mahopadityaya. Sastrt,
Number of candidates who

appeared | ~ 0 T1% 13
Number of c&ndld&tes Wh.U | - i
were successful 320 g

MR, T. T. KESAVAN SASTRL: aga0n 1080j0ma SlerQ, 6 Lo
3ac mmmﬂ@cmmﬂm ma 0 Gaims WOQYlotdlen®Qy Lm Gald
saiahimanamiod ad galoo magBomﬂggg_mamﬂ cﬁaamocm. @mﬂ@
_mnmuat&tya@mm'\c&m@']m a-i0qRowigea ald agempyoe @ a&é}
aliem ollmme @yoai]oIOmMD alowoed SWQINBLER F

MR, A. GOPALA MENON: Thereis a shght mistake 1n the pllntmg
The Headings have ta be tr&nspﬁsed

olZXU.HoS
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Government English School, Pettah.

139. %Mr. G. VELU PILLAI (Karunwgapalli cam Kariikapalli):
Will the Government be pleased to state the total number of

students in esch of the.classes in the newly started Government English
Qchool at Petiah?

Mg. A, GOPALA MENON -

Preparatory olass (2 divisions) S 66
Form 1. .. e 34
Form Il ST | 20
Form iII ... 26

Dearness - llowunce to Teuchers of grani-in.ard schools.

133, HMR. G. VELU PILLAI : Will the Government be pleased o
state : |
(@) whether the existing orders of Government regarding the
payment of dearness allowance apply to teachers of grani-in-aid
schools ; ' | |
(3) if the answer is in the affirmative, whether the Hducation
Departinent has made enquivies whether teachers in grant-in-aid
schools are actually being paid'any dearness dllowance and whether
any action has been taken.to enforce such payment; and |
(¢) if the answer to () is in the negative, ‘why Grovernment
" hdve not considered it necessary to enforce payment of dearness allowe
apce to grant-in-aid teachers by the managements concerned, in view of
the high prices of essential commodities ?
MR, A. GOPALA MENON : (a) No. |
() This question does not arise in ;view of the answer bo part
(@) of the interpellation. - __ N -_
(¢) The matter is engaging the attention of Government.

Porcelutn Factory ot Chatharnour. |
134 S€MR. VARKALA K. MADHAVAN (Chirayinkil cum  Nedus
nanged) s Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have
decided to start a Porcelain Hactory at Chathannoor ¥ |
MR. C. KUMARA DAS (Secretary to Governiend) :  Government have
given permission toa private company to start & pottery factory at
Chathannoor. | | |
MR. VARKALA K. MADHAVAN: May I know whether Guvernment
‘have takén shares ? | L ~ | |
| MRr. C. KUMARA DAS: No, Sir. . . o R
MR, K. KUNJUKRISHNAN: May I know the conditions cn which
~ the company has to work? . e
WR. C. KUNARA DAS: "It is a private company, and it will have t0
abide by the conditions governing such concerns. . s
PRESIDENT : It has been made clear in varions speeches on behalf
" 4f the Government that all natural produces of the State belong to the
gtate so that the clay which is required by the company will be sup<
plied by the State. - A
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Capstal punishment confirined by the High Court.

135, #Mr, 6. VELU PILLAI: Will the Government be pleased to

state the number of Criminal appeals in which capital punishment was
either given or confirmed by the High Court in each of the years from
1113 t0 11187

MR, XK. G. KUNJUKRISHNA PILLAI (Legul Remembrancer to Govern-
ment) © The *statemant is placed on the table.

dward of coprial punishment.

136. -%FMR. 6. VELU PILLA}: Will the Government be pleased to
state the number of Criminal cases in which capital punithment
was given by the Sessions Judges in each of the years from 1113 io

11187
Mr. K. G. KUNJUKRISHNA PILLA] ;

1113 .. 5
1114 ... 8
1115 e 2
1116 . 10
1117 e 16

1118 till 25-11-1118—17,

Payment to Teachers tn Grant-in-atd Schools.

137 ¥MR. G. VELU PILLAl: Will the Government be pleased to’
gfate: - - ~
(@) whether some of the teachers in grant-in-ald schools are
_not actually paid the &mounts for which they give receipls every

month,;
(b) whether some of the managements of gr&nt -in-aid. schools
‘are making huge profits out of their school.running business ; and
(¢) whether the Director of Public Instruction ha,s received
complaints from grant-in-aid teachers that their pay i8 in arrears for
months together ?

MR. A, GOPALA MENOI\I : {a) Yes, in the case of several schools,
(3) Yes, to a certain extent. .
() Yes, R o

Mr. G. VELU PILLAI: With regard fo part (a) and (¢) of the an-

swer, may I know whether (overnment are“taking any steps fo pre-

- vent such things in futare ? | o .

. A. GOPALA MENON: Ceriain measures aye under oonsidgration*

M. M. School, Thalarady.

133 %Mr N. NARAYANA KURUP (Ambmlapuzha cnn: Ehsrtmla)
Will the Government be pleased to state:
(@) the pumber of classes in M. M. G. School, Tha.laﬁ.ady,

and
(b) the number of teachers now in the school ?

WR. A, GOPALA MENON: (a) Seven.
_ (b Six.
~ ® Vide Appendix 1 page 464-
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MR. N. NARAYANA KURUP: May I know from the honourable

member whether he is aware that the number of classes is less than
the number of teachers?

MR. A. GOPALA MENON: I sm not aware, Sir.
/ ' M. H. School, Chengannoor.

139 Mg, PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAl (iinwaila) : Wil
the Govetrnment be ple&sed to state -
| (@) whether there 18 any M. H, School either departmental or
private, within the ten pakuthies of the old Chengannur taluk, namely,
Vadakkekara, Puthenkava, Pandalam Vadakkekara, Venmom, Cheriya-
nad, Chengannur, Ala, Puliyoor, Pandanad and "Chiravammundgor :
(b) the total extent of the above ten pakuthies;
(¢) the total number of M. M. Schools for boys and gu:ls either
departmental or private within the above ten pakuthies;
(1) whether there was any application for permission to open
M. H, Schools this year within the above ten pakuthies ;
| (e) if 8o, the total number; and
(f) if the answer to'part (d) is in the aﬁlmatwe, the action taken?
MR, A, GOPALA MENON : (a) No. ~
(b) 62'07 sq. mles.
(¢) 11,
(@) Yes.
. {e) Ons,
(f) The permission applied for was not gr&nted

Opening of an Anchal Office. near the noew High Court,

140 ##Mr.+G. VELU PILLAI: Will the Grovernment be pleased to
atate whether they have any idea at present to.open an -Anchal Office
- near the New High Court Buildings at Vanchiyoor ? |

"~ MR, C. KUMARA DAS: A departmental Anchal office with Savings

Bank work has been opened in the premises of the High Court with |
sffect from 25-11-1118.

A ppotninients in the Munictpalities.

141  TEMR. K. KUNJU PANICKER (Mavelikura cum Iﬁmnaﬁtw} Will
the Government be-pleased to state :

‘) the person competent to make appointments under the Coz-
poration of 111va.ndrum and in-the various Municipal Councils in the
State ; and |

(b) the sort of con:trnl szch Governmeiik have in the matter of
such appointments ?

MR. G. P, GOPALA PANICKER : (2) and (d) The member’s attention
is invited to sections 7 and 80 to 88 of the Trivandrum City Municipal
Act IV of 1116 and -to sections 13 and 68 to 75 of the District Muni- .
cipalities Act, XXIITof 1116.

MR. K. KUNJU PANICKER: May I know drom the honourable
member whether the rules for the Corporation and for the various
Municipalities have been framed ?

MR. C. P. GOPALA PANICKER: They have been addrested on :the
subjeot. . | | |

!
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Collection of school-fees, in ten instalmen?s.

142  $€Mi. S. NARAYANA PILLAl (Quiicn cumn Kolterakara):, Will
the Government be pleased to state:
(@) whether they have noted the suggestion made in the
Assembly that school fees be collected in ten instalments ; and
(b) whether any achion thereorfl has been taken ?

MR, A. GOPALA MENON: ‘(a) Yes. |
(b) 'he matter is under consideration and steps are being taken
to effect the required changes.

Vozattonal Weljare Instruction in Schools.

143 %Wr. S. NARAYANA PILLAL: Will the .Government be pleased
to state . | | - | |
. (¢) the number of schools in which vocational welfare instruc-
tion has been ‘introduced ; | o

(b) the totsl number of pupils undergoing instruction and the
number of teachers imparting instruction in vocational welfare : snd
(¢} whether any allowance has been paid to such feachers?

MR. A. GOPALA MENON: () 159
(6) Pupils 16,000
Teachers 250
(¢) No. - - o
MR. P. SIVARAMA PILLAL:  May 1 know from the ;honourable mems.
‘ber whether the teachers have any 'special training?
MRr. A, GOPALA MENON : They have been given training.

Work Establishment Staff of the Public Works and
Electrical Depariments.

144 % Mr. C. RAMASWAMY NADAR (Tovala cum dAgastisvaram) :
Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any
proposal o make the Work Establishment staif of the Public Works and
Electrical Departments perwanens ? " |

MR, C. KUMARA DAS: The matter is under the copaiﬁeration of

Government. :
 Rahithya Yisarad Certificate Holders.

145 %€ M«. KAVIYOOR K. K. KOCHUKUNJU (Noadnuted): Wili the
Government be pleased to state what appointmenis are intended for
the holders of the Sahithya Visarad Certificates ?

MRr. A. GOPALA MENON : The matter is under consideration,
A7, KAVIYOCR K K. KOCHUKUNJU: avoadlmyjailwses’, @asaodaio

apjp® agml o i0lemae lob OISR T IR AT B
ag)® o I0VIad BWQNRIHC202 | |

MR. A. GOPALA MENON : OSIBIGANWo RJIWIMJo | ARG QM
' §A_106QIDIW |0 ldR0. o o )
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Appendnx L
lee Answer to Question No. 135.

Sh&tément showing the Capital pumshmenﬁ conflrmed
by the- ngh Court.

o

No. of cases In which

- oapital punishment No. of cases in- which
swarded by the Sessions| the High Court have

Yeare »{ Courts have beemn con-  enhanced the sentence
' {irmed by the High to capital punishment.
- Court | |

s ] 1 .

1114 ' . 1 1

a1s " 3

a6 | 1 6
~ 1119 '  eee J1 %

1118 61 25-11-1118 8 *



DEMAND XII—ELECTRICITY AND IELEPHORE. 465

NDEMAN'D VIIT - HELECTRICITY ANP TEI:EPEONE_-—RS.!SS,%,QM.-—-
o | Discussion-—-(conid.)

MR. M, SIVATHANU PILLAl (T7/ovela cum Agastisveram): 8ir,
veeterday I was referring 1o the delay in the matter of transmitting
trunk ecalls from station to station and it wasalso envisaged in explang-
tion of the delay that it might be caused by some subordinates who are
in charge of these things viz., between certain stations thers 1is
only one way of commumication for trank calls and there will be
hesvy traffic on the line and that will naturally lead to inevitable delay.
This kind of delay can be accepted, But the delays caused on account
of negiigence or indifference of the subordinates 1n the matter, cannot
be accepted. In the first place in the matter of booking and in the
matter:of receiving a call in pablic Call Officez considerable delay is
being caused. 1 may recall in this connection a personal experience of
mine. In connection with a cevtain incident 1 had to book a call from
Nagercoil to Trivandrum. I had to waif for & long time to book that
call #¢ Trivandrum. ,

PRESIDENT : 1t may be ot interest to the honourable member to
know that for a trunk call to His Hsxecellency $he WViceroy it took six
hours,

Mz. M. SIVATHANU PILLAL :  From'the several speeches I understand
that the complaints of delay in call to be general, There is delay as
o rale on all stations in Travancore. On one oc¢casion, finding my call
to Trivandrum not even booked for a considerable time and noting the
. attenders in the Trivapdruw: Xxchange are not alert but careless and

indifferent, I complained’atonce by securing an express Cali to the Exe-
cutive Engineer about the negligence of the attender there in Trivand-
yam. He told me that he will enquire into the matter and after some
time he told me that the delay had been‘enquired into, that the subordi-
nate was warned and thai in fatare,delays will not be caused. 1 think
it is possible to avoid such delays which we experience at the hands of |
the suborainates. Secondly there 18 one inconvenience to which I would
like t0 lnvite your atientions Sir. Af least in these important Exchange
Stations seats must be mrovided for, accommodating the callers who
go to book calls. There is no sitting convenience. The department
causes delay and asks us to stand and keep standing throughout the
long delay, Hence necessary arrangement for seating accommodation
1may he made as early as pracficable. 1 submit that this. aspect also
‘may be Yorne in mind by the Government. |

Mg. J. W. TOLSON (T'ravancore Planters) :  Sir, I1.may. inform the

“"House that yesterday when I phoned fio Alleppey it ook me very
nearly 5 hours to get the other end. I have severa! fimes booked calls
which - could not go throrgh. In another case from Trivandrum to
Cape I had to book acall. It fook mie several hours to get through,

I bring this to the nutice of the Governmeént ard ta the head of the
department in particular, | - |
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Mr. DOMINIC JOSEPH. (Vatiomn cum. Koftaywin): The telephons
sysbein is not a commercial service but 1vis a puablic "ubiliby -service,
That more and more veople are taking advantage of the service will be
seen from the fact that the net revenue _from Telephone has nearly
daubled in the current vear from what it wasin 1117, Serious incon.
venience is felt’ owing to the delay in the booking of calls and the
transimission of massages. I make mention of these facts to support
the suggesilon made by Mr. Sivsthanu Pilial shat ab least seating
accommedation may be provided for the people who go to the Public
Telephone Call Office, and Telephone Exchanges. In the Kottayam,
BExchanga we can find for several hours of the day many people wai-
ing in. that office, There is absolutely no accommodation provided.
“There there are separate public offices.—I mean where these may
not be connected with the Anchel Office where the work is very busy
and where people wait for hours and hours together. 1 suggest that
the ordinary amenities suggested may be provided.

PRESIDENT: I may say this: probably honourable members are
not fully aware how niich breakdown there is both in the Postal, Tele-
graphic and Telephonic Services on account of military demands.
The general rule in force is that no civil demands are given priority
over military demands excepting in the case of Ofate calls or
calls on behulf of what may be called the Uxrgent Services. I have
found great difficulty in trying to get Delhi from Madras or cice versa.
Unless you tell the T'elephone Operators that you have to put through
an urgent call to some person or other on public business there is
always difficulty, I have no doubt the Hlectrical Engineer will tell you
‘how much of that applies here. But it must be borne in mind that the
military calls which obtain priority even in this State are not small,

Mg, J. E. A. PERIERA (Cummerce and Industry, BSouth): :Ican
anderstand that. T amn making a liberal allowance for that. My coms-
plaint is that they do not answer the calls at all.  Jush as Mr. Tolson
gaid, we have to ring several times before they answer a call, 1 thick
~the uystem that is prevailing in Trivandrum is also at fawld. The
whole trouble is that the Operator does not know which is which,
and we hear a.number of talks. - -

- PRESIDENT :  You ¢ef the advantage of listening to a n'umber df
_eonversations. o - | | - .
| ®R. J, E. A. PERIERA : But the tiue spent uxust be measured i
yerms of money. . . . - I o .

PRESIDENT : I can well imagine that in the case of the speaker,

MR. J. E. A, PERIERA.: 1 shall give an instance. In Quilon when
T took the Lieceiver I told the Operator the mumber 1 wanted. Then
after & time he called me . again and asked what number I wanted.
He had forgotten the uuigber. This is decidedly worse in the town of |
Urivandrum. Whilte in Arivandrum, one day 1 happened fo ring [rom
my office to the Chief Secretary's Office.  Still I conld not gey him for
& long time. | | L
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PRESIDENT : T am glad that no distinction was made between -
porson and pergon. (Laughier).

MRr. J. E. A. PERIERA: WhatIam trying to point out is that there
is very great "delsy due to the inefficiency or inadequacy of the shaff.
The argument that there are plenty of calls does not at all apply fo
these instanees. In Quilon we are helpless. It ig the semi-antomatic
system Woe lifi the Receiver and just hold on until he connects us.
We are absolutely helpless. I shall give a concretc exawple of the
delay there. There is o ﬁeml-fmtomatm cxchangs at Ghaﬁam 1 booked
2 call to my factory there at 10 o' clock and until 3 o clock there was
no reply ab all. I brought this to the notice of the Electrical Engi-
neer and he said that he will enquire into it. T appeal to Government
to ask the Chief Engineer to do something minediately. .

MR. M. L. JANARDHANA PILLAY (Nominated) : Sir, since honourable
members have all touched on $he various aspects of the delay, I want
%0 bring to the notice v Government one parbicular point, In regard
to messages booked from Alleppey to Trivandrum they have to pass
viw Mavelikara. In spite of that difficulty, .when private calls are
booked thesge are stopped for the sake of conversations by some depart-
mental officers who want to use the Telephone. Then the Booking
Clerk says that he cannot give the connection for some time because
some big officer wants to use the phone. The Departmental officers
have no time limit elther, becanse they cabn go on talking as long as
they like. I just want to impress upon Government thie neces-
-~ sity of keeping the commercial. telephonc service separatc from the
oficial telephone service, If the officials want it, let them have a
separate telephone line. Let the present line be given over fully for
the publie.

@R, S. CHATTANATHA KARAYALAR (Pathanapuram cum Shencotta):
Sir, I wish to speak a ffew woids in regard to ithe delays in getting
trun]:. calls, , I have to make a suggestion in this connection asthe
result of my own experience. I appears that trunk calls are not regi-
stered by the Operators. I may state that a few days ago I booked a |
call to Quilon in the morning tand waited for four hours. When I
tvied to find out from the Bxchange the tause of the delay, I learnt
that the call had not been registered. Then I asked the operator to
register it, After that I got the connection in an hour. 1 suggest
that the calls may be registered in the order in which they are booked,
so that delays in putting thwugh calls may be veduced to some extent
at least.

me. P. KUNJUKRISHNAN : Sir, n supportmg the motion I endoree
the views of the learned mover. So far as the delay is concerped I
have also the same expeuence at Quilon. There is too much delay.
There is heavy demand jat the Telephone Call Office at Quilon so
much 50 there is great delay. I have secn several people waiting at
the same time outside the call office, without any seating accomadation
I may subuwit that it may be unsvoidable in cerbain circumstances.

Vol. XXII. No. &.




[

- JULY 1943

468  THB TRAVANCORE SRT. MULAM ASSRMBLY  [207

[ Mr. P. Kunjukrishnan. ] '

The delay may be unavovidable, but it I8 noeessary thal scuting
accomadation ig provided. When sever al pecils flock together t]my
have to keep standing outsidc. -

PRESIDENT: I may at onee suy that arraugements will be made
for seating nccommodation. |
Mr. P. KUNJUKRISHNAYN :  With these words, L suppost ihe miciton,

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA XK. P. PADMANAGHA WMENON (Dlectiiesd Linjinccs
to Governuent) : Siry I entirely agree with nost of iho ubservotions
made by the mcmbers regarding the delsy: thab are welby experinaced
in the transission of tolephone messages- Wy oaly cxpinnabion is
that such delays are inevitable inm the prosent cuousteneos.  Whe
numbes of external trunk calls in 13116 was 15,008, in 1117 the mouber
increased to 35,000 and from the statishies available for 1118, so far
the numbar of calls handed this veay will be weil over, 45,000, The -
reasons for the increase in he calls are manifold. Once is due to thc
natwral expansion of the telephone sysbein,  When it was slarted in
1115 there were only 17 exchanges wnd now we have 34, The next
reason is the number of subscvibers whiceh was 5334w LIS, has now
rearched 1,000. In addition to the novinial axpansion of the telephone
‘sysbeny dl'LL to these causes, there has been a phenomenal imceroase i the
volune of internal calls also due to the present siinabion, »:., ihe exi
gencics of the administeation, military demands and business interests
on account of the large volmms of fhe curanercial busiuess 1 connoc-
tion with the war effort. So much :so, mauy of the secuions n our

telephone system ave now working to af.mlum"mn point.

The only way to remedy this defect wonh] appear to be to open uy
new chanuels of communication which wcans that where there is one
line only at present we  have to provide a duplicate ecivcuit. This, 1
may say, is very diffienlt at present, as copper conductors and  equip-
ments ave scarce and impossible to gel. The orders .olaved lon these
in 1116 are still pending execution. Ve were teld rcecontly fhai the
application for the imiport of copper conduetors will not he supported.

A reference fo thg Map in the Telephone Dircutory wondd show
‘that one of the limitations to our systeo is the boblila-nack ot Mavelt-
kara, through which all the cully thal come inly or cmanate fran the
State have to pass. The resulf is that o conncetivn from Kotiayam to
Alleppey may take a long bline’ prau*ﬂly Fothat  section iy already
atbariding to such a trunk cell. On account of the preseni abmormal

conditions it has been deeided that the first pricuity should be given o
military calls. Nexb couies calls due to the exigencies of a Arinisivae
tion. Third is the express call, and then tho pu.tel snge calls. Orely
after these will oxdinary calls be booked. Very often military calls

and administrative calls have very large demands on the lelephone
wystem. After the opening of the Wateh Stalion at Mulfor the gom-
munication between Nagercoil and . Trivandvam is held u 5 fo give.
proiority to the military. Governwent ure row in- negohuiion with
bhe Post and Uelegruphic depuartment. - to  open L_muth.cx. trunk
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outlet belween Alwaye and Franakulam so that all the externg]
calls North of Kovbayam may be handed by that route as an alterna-
bive.  The Deparbment has also under consideration the running of a
dipheate hine from Mavelikara 1o Quilon. And with the inauguration
of the power line between Papanssam and Kundara, we are hoping
that thete will be telephonic communieations between Kundara and
Shencatiah, so that there will be a direct eonnpection to Tinnevelly
from Quilon which will be an alternative trunk outlet besides the one
to Cochin now existing, Ti s hoped that these arrangements will
relivve the congestion o o great extent. -

Bo far as delays m the local Hxchange at Trivandrum are con-
corned, I may gizto shat these are inevitable in a system where the
exechange has to haadle 500 subsciibery on the Magneto System. The
number of calls Hub through iz sometimes 5,000 daily. One ean under-
sfund bhat even wiih all the best effurts, congestion eannot be avoided.
w0 overcome some ot these difficultiss provision has been made in the
noxt year's budges, ag honourable members are no doubt aware, for
tnerensing the aumber of gperators in all the important exchanges and’
to vednce the namber of hones of work for each operator and thus to
reduee their sirain acd prevent deterioration in the quality of their
services, I is also proposcd to appomt a seninr operator -to supervise
the work of these crdivary operatovs in fall tha important exchanges
and transit stations. A register of all calls is always kept and it is very
ensy to check up whether fhe calls emanating {rom a particular station
have passed through the varione infermediote stages, because in our
trunk system if a call 18 put through at Trivandrum say 0 Kottayam
iv has o pass through Quilon, Mavelikara and ! then to. Kottayam. A
vacord of all these is invariably entered in the register, so that if any
gubscriber does not geb a eall through, he has only to inform the con-
trolling officer about the time and date at twhich the call was put
through and it is very easy to check up where the default 18« 1 cannot
saw that 1o all cases the operabtors are at fault, because they are working
on very antiguated systein which cannot cope up with the enormous
volume of traffic which they have to” handle. We are now . passing
through abnormal fimes and in oxder bo cope with the abnormal volume
of traffie, it is necossary to duplicate our lines and instal additional
eqripments. U’ufox*tuna@y thgse GAHUNOS be had at present. Oar Ey_st'am
was designed and maintained for normalirafic conditions. Il;t a,dfi}t.ion
i the novmal increage in the number of calls, there are m}l}tm‘y g
demands and administration demands which have imposed additional
strain on vhao operators. Expenditure of move money for the duplication
of lines will not be justified now, but if it is found, when conditions
bhoearne normesl that the existing system 15 not caljable of handling t];e
voinme of communication satisfactorily, then such lmprovements will
have to he made; and cha}ngfz {from the ematiqg‘m&n_u&l a'ystlerun to the
auto system ab least In the major }e}{ch&ng?s- will be mﬂv_’;t&ble- PT?‘
posals have alwars been made for introdneing an automstic system 10
Trivandram and overnment hz:yve ordered that 1?_]1'3 work may be
saken up after the war when equipments become available:
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We are working under very serious handicaps. But the present
“proposal for the appointment of supervising agencies at imporfant ex-
changes and transit stations for checking up the work of the ordinary;
operators. especially during rush hours, will, I expect, minimise congi.
derably the present difficulties. In the beginning, when the public call
offices were opened, there was no rush of subscribers to those
stations and there was no delay in- putting through the calls.
So no seating arrangements were provided at these offices. Now
that real difficulties have avisen, arrangements will have o be made
to overcome those dificulties. | | ~
" The fact that although we have to maintain over 700 miles of
trunk lines and 800 mileg of loop lines. the number of cases of delay in
services due to intsrruption of lines has been very small, proves that
the maintenance has been kept at a very high stendard. But I aIn
qﬁ'ite prepared to concede that there is what I may call the “human
element’” in the work of the operators and very often, without any deki-
berate intention, they are likely to be slack especially towards the end
‘of the shifts presumably due to physical fatigue. To avoid this, their
hours of shift will have to be reduced and more operators employed.
PRESIDENT : s there any possible method-by which a man who
wants to put through a call has not got to hear the mutual reproaches
of those in the infermediate stations.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K P. PADMANABHA MENON: 'This is some-
times unavoidable, becaunse, if a call is put through, the exchange
operator has to respond to that call, and has also to get ‘the connection
asked for, and while this is being done the party that is calling is
likely to hear the conversation between the operators,

PRESIDENT : I have heard very animated conversations between
the operators at Mavelikara whenever I wanted to put a call through
to Delhi. | -

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON : When & call' is
booked through from here to Delhi, we have to establish contact with
Alleppey first. - |

PRESIDENT : Is 1t possible to shut me off for some time and sy -
that ‘after gwe have finished this call, we will put you through?
Don’t you think ,it wonld be better? At presont, some fimes the
oparator says ; Well, I will get you the ‘conneetion to Delhi, and
then -let: you know.” = We wait for the call, and if he does not put
you through soon, then all the time you will be hearing these episodess
That has become & uniform experience. o

- RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K, P, PADMANABHA MENGN : That is a case of
faulty operation. Al that the operator is expected to do is to establish.
& contact between our exchange and the P. T, .Bxchange at Alleppey
-and convey a-message to the calling parby -whether the connection Is
established or not. . | | | |
PRESIDENT . The system should be that when a man requirves to

be put through, he should be told that as scon ag the coonection 18
sacured he would be informed, . |
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RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON : The arrangement
is that the Trivandrum man will inform the next transit gtation to get
Delhi ready, and pass the information recejved [from there fo Trivan-
drum, before the Trivandrum subscriber speaks. '

There is anpther reason for delays in some cases which may be
brought to the notice of the honourable members. Very oiten a
personal call 1z booked through from a public office saying that so-and-
50 1n Trivandrum is wanted. The line is built up, say, from Chengannur
t0 Trivandrum and the operator at Trivandrum will have to huné up
for that man. If the called party is an officer, say like myself, he will
be either in his bungalow, or in his office or out of station on inspection.
These preliminaries take some time, and the operefor, instead 'of
giving back the information that so-and-so is not available,” somefmmes
goes out of his way to find out the particular mdividual,

PRESIDENT : The simple thing would be to say that it will taLe
gome time $0 get the man in the line. |

MR, M. R, NARAYANA PILLAI: May I know whathey it would not
be possible to advertise the system of the phonocom more thoroughly ¢

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADWANABHA MENON : People are now
using the phonocom system extensively for transmitting messages.

In conclusion I may state that our magneto system has outgrown
itself, and 1f we have to keep puce with the growing demands, we have
to remove the botsle-necks, We have o instal vepeaters at Mavehkara
and duplicate a line from here to Quilon, I axpeet I.shall be able to do
these this year and th._.-.s relieve the congestion in that scction to a
large extent. - -

With regard to the delays in the service belween ngercml and
Trivandrums we are helpless at present because there are several
military calls that pass through every day, and very often all com-
munications have to be cleared off for that purpose.

WiR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI:  Can it not be- aua,r*geﬂ at ieast to in-
form us that it is not possible to pnt through our cﬂ]l for sowe time
and so ask us 0 go away ¢ .

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K, P. PADMANABHA MENGN The difficulty is
- that we do not often know when the military will finish their call
and we will be able to get a connection fo others only after them. For
exaiuple, they mlght finish in 15 minuates, on the other hand, they
might engage the line for one full hour.

In regard o what Mr. Janardhanan ,Pillal pomted out, 1 may
correct him and state that the depmtment&l officers are "‘not expected |
to use the public service line at all. They are expected to use culy the

- Pallivasal trunk, and as it is now arranged that system .is also made

available for the use of the public. Qfficers of the Elrctllcal Depart-
ment are subject to the same restrictions in the use of the telephone
system as officers of other departments, *

. PRESIDENT: Isib hot also 3 fact that, apart from members of
your department, all ovher officers who put calls through have to make -
book adjustments and their departments have to pay for the callg ?
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RAJYASEVAPRAVINA XK. P. PADMANABHA MENON: Yes, Sir. Every
one using the phone has to pay the usual charges. Instead of the
departmental officers mnnopohising the telephone system as stated-by
Mr. Janadhanan Pillai, T am on the other hand arrangivg for the Paili-
vagal line also for the use of the public to reduce the congesfion to
gome exient. With regard to Mr. Tolson’s remarks, I wish he would
inform the particulars of the time and date of occurrence so that I
may make enquiries. As I have said Defore a eall from Kottayam “to
Alleppey has o pass through that boitle neck at Mavebkara and very
likely military ealls may intervene and then a line clear will have to be
made. - In such circumstances & call may reach Aleppey only after
five hours. | L

To avoid the congestion that is being cxperienced now, we = have
infrodnced a systemm whersby concession rates are allowed if the calls
are to be pnt through at purticular hours of the day or evening so that
siich ealls may emanate when the, system 1s not generally busy. Bnt
aven this doss not sometimes make any material reduction in the con-
gestion.  On a particular day the peak level miay be between 2-30
and 8-30, bub this may change to between 10 and 142 1n the morning
or & and 7 in the evening, The only obvious method to solve our
difficulties in this dirvestion is the intrvoduction of the Carrier systew, g
system by which we can pass several messages simultaneously through
the sazme conductor. This has been recently introduced 1n DBrifish
India, but the question of our adopting the same system has to be con-
sidered after normal ennditions ave restored and after we have satisfisd
ag o whether our traffic will remain ab iis prescent level or whether i
is likely to go down. - -

- MR, PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PiLLAl . The honourable member
referred to express ‘calls and preference calls. Will he be pleased: to
explain what is meunt by preference calls and -the diffcrence . hetween
these two callg ? |

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P, PADMANABHA WMENON: ‘Chey arve all
clearly explained in the telephone rules published in the Government
Gazette sometime ago. | |

Mg. PULIYOOR T. P, VELAYUDHAN PILLAL: Sir, 1 do mnot press
the motion. | o | T

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, o

The question that Government be granted a sum Rs. 55,99,914,
under Demand VIIT--Tleclricity and Telephone, was nus to tvote and
carried. ) ,
DEMAND No, IX---Srar: TransSponrT-—--Rs. 32,21,863.

Ma. E. G SALTER (Director of Transport): Sir, I vise to move
that Government be granted a sum of Rs. 32,21,863 under Demand
IX —State Trangport. o L |

' '- Motion No, 111, |
e, N. NARAYANA KURUP ; Sir, I move that Bs. 10 may be rednced
from the allotment of Rs. 60,001 for Administration, Management
and Control to discuss the defects in-the administyation and control,

 qud, 600 @Y
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| PRESIDENT : Wonuld it be possible for the honourable meniber to
relax the rales slightly and speak in English so that he can gat replies
on the points raised from the member concerned?:

Mg, N. NARAYANA KURUP: Then I shall, Six. My object in moving
sich a motion 18 to spedk of the defects in the adnunistration and con-
trol of the ‘Fransport Departinent. Whenever a defect is found in the
asdwinistration or contrel of any department, Bir, I think, it is our duty
to bring them to the notice of the departmental head and that in case |
he neﬂla:., s his duty even alter repeated reminders, we are bound to
place thc matter before Government for . their consideration. S, if it
1g the idea of Government fo run buses taking monopeoly in anv pﬂ,-rti-
cular line, it should meet the requirements of the people and the public
shall not be put Ho fhconveniences. We find that the number of
buses is reduccd to hali now dae to the difficulty in geiting buses and
spare parts and tyres.  Therefore the travelling public find it diffi-
cult to go from place o place. Sir, 1 remember the reinark of tha
President, the other day,that our difficulties will be on the increase
and that wo will have to minimise our travel and that we shall be nre-
pared to nse our bullock carts or to walk over long distances., Af the
same e, Sir, L would like to snbmit, that there should be proper con-
trof even in the reduced nuuiber of buses, run by the Government. The
buses should run at the appointed lines; they should limit the number
of passengers, and they should give convencince o the publie.
There shall not be over crowding, that is, more than ithe legalised
overcrowding at the present time. Our ladies connot find accommoda-
tion in our buses. Bir, the travelling public very often fight at the
starting places to get a seat in the buses. The stronger alone gets the
chance. When the very same fact was brought to your notige, Sir, you
ordeved that two policemen will go into each bus ‘ohmughout the
journey o maintain peace and ovder. Thisis not going to help us.
We may. lose two seats in the bus. DPerbaps, the difficuliies will
he more. I may suggest Sir, as I did suggest +he other day, that the
ticket may be issued 15 mmutes earlier than the starting time, What-
ever may be the number to be admitted Siv, let the pu'b}ic be suve of a
scat, whether sfanding seat or sitting seat ov s,quattm » seat. In this
connection, I may bz nermitted to narrate my expericnces in the bus at
the starting point at Quilon and at Trivandrum. On one oceasion, I .
caine 9 Quilon by boat in the morning at 6 A, M. There was a bus
ready to start for Trivandrum. At that time, therc were about 300
passengers to get into the bus. There was such a crowd of passengers
~and consequent rush to get in at the single narrow gate that many of
us did not get seats in ib. Then I had to wail another hour there, till
the next timing. Tortunately for me, Sir, there was no rush at the
next timing, as there was no bus to start fo Trivandrum. Then the
time was 7-15 in the morning.” Then 1 asked the man in charge of the
office whether any bus would be coming soon and he gave an uncertain
answer. At about 8. A, M. another pus came in and we all preparcd
vurselves to try our strength, There wel'e about 200 passengers to get
n. We made & rush ;md &omehow or other I algo squeezed in. Both
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the Conductor and the Inspector were nob able to geb into it for the pur-
pose of issuing tickets. After reaching the police mardan which is half -
a mile from the bus stand at Quilon, the bus was stopped just for Issting
fickets. The crowd was so packed that the tickets could be issued only
from outside and on that score rthere was a delay of 20 minutes,
Some how or cthex, the bus which started at 8-20 A. M. reached Trivand-
ru ab 130 p. M, only. | | |

"~ There ig another difficulty. There is only one passage in the bus
so much so, a passenger who 1g seated 1nside and near the driver fakes
five minuies’ time to get out of the bus at his destination in the inter-
mediatc stations, in his atiempts 3o squeeze through ihe crowd in
the bus. He has to pass through geveral passengers who ave packed
togother leaving mo space .whatsoever. As-I submitted befors, on the
whole, we were about 71 in the bus, I can tolerate 509 overcrowding
28 the President suggested the other day. Bub if that is more than
cent por cent, I cannot understand what control is being exercised in
the working of the Department. |

Mr. E. G, SALTER: DMay I ask the momber if there was such huge

overloading, why the honourablc member did not get out of the bhus?

‘Mg. N. NARAYANA KURUP: DBut overcrowding is legally allowed.
There was also the fact that when I got in there wasno crowd inthe
bus., The overcrowding took place when all entered. If the honoura-
ble member Mr, Salter had given strict directions that not more than
the licenced number of passengers would be allowed in a bus, along
with a reasonable overcrowding of £0%, then I would not have got in.
When there is a general rule that a bus can carry any number of passen.
 gers due o the scarcity ‘of buses and that the passengers have $o

saffer the overcrowding, 1 dont know the meaning of the question, My
squeezing in was legal. - There is no exaggeration when I say that I had
pain all over my body for two days, as a result of my sgueezing in into
the bus. It .Wag so very shocking to see such a state of affairs in a bus
run by a department of our Government which has monopoly for' ran-
ning bus in o line. Even if there are 100 passengers in a bus, even if the
conducior knows that there is no space in the bus,the bus is sbopped ab
infermediate stations to allow passengers .to get in to seal over the
‘head and shoulders of the already packed passéngers, We suffor all
the diffienlties in the bus gourtesy. Even though there is no accommo- .
dation, even though the passengers have no convenicnes in the Bus, the
Government does not magke any concession in the fare.,  For the squai-
tingseats, standing accommodation and get the packed seat on the bench,
the passenger has to pay equally. The Department is increasing the
fare, saying that price of petrol, *charcoal,and spare parts is on the in-
crease. There 18 no concession shown in that respect; at the same
time there 1s overcrowding cent per cent more than the actual number -
allowed. Therefore I would suggest to fihd a system Ly which the
passéngers May get their tickets before the starting time to avoid fight
“at the gate of the busat least. ~ * | 1
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PRESIDENT :  The trouble in that system ig that thers would be &
sudden inrugh of passengers at intermediate stations. Suppose for insta-
- nse the number of passengers in 2 bus is 50 and the overcrowding
allowed 13 25 1wore, or about § or 2/3 are allowed to buy tickets from
the starting point of the siation and a certain number issued in the
intermediate stations, so thal no more than 75 tickets are issued at any
time from the beginning to the end of the journey— would that be a
possible solubion tu plev&nt over-crowding ? "Would that idea commend
iteelf to the honourable members of the House ?

VR. N. NARAYANA KURUP: T have not thought over the method. I
am not in a position to answer the pmnt at the moment. Ticket may
be issned eaxly.

PRESIDENT : 1 quite see the point that the question of over-crowd-
ing is so vividly remaining in the mind of the honourable member.
You may think over the matter. What 1 say is, that 13 a possibility of
preventing over-crowding. Government would only be anXious fo
prevent the problein of over-crowding. It is obvious to anybody pass-
ing by thaf; hela persons have not yet realised the necessity to curtail
their journe}r by bus. For instance, in many countries in the world,
all public bus system has been stopped and so people can only go on-
special business, In those countries, people naturally reconcile them-
selyes that way for it has become inevitable. But here, both in the mat-
ter of railway and bus traffic, the people have not yei realised that only
when o person has gob 1&&115' an important business to transact, he can
think of travelling by bus. (therwise he 18 making the State lose
which 1s also curtailing the war effort. 'L'hat is the real unambiguous
truth, because it means more petrol or more charcoal. BSo, the nosition
is that, unless a person has absolube husiness, no person has got & right
to travel nowadays. That aspect of the matter has 1ot been fully
understood by the people at large. Supposing, Government make it a.
rule that at no time there shogld be more than 50 per cent over-crowd-
ing, mcluding - the possibility of passengers getting in on the way at
various places, would that be a workable arla.ngement? There will -
be complaints no doubt. - But if such.a rule is implacably laid down to
be obssrved—speaking for myself I see no difficulty in doing so—what
.18 tha oplmun of members in this matter?

» N NARAYANA KURUP: 5ir, Overcrowding shall ot be more
than aO per cenb of the licensed, number in the bus. Any scheme
may be adopted for that purpose. 'Sir, nobody travels without any pur-
pose. As we have no tyres, tubes, petrol and spare parts of car, even
the high paid officers ave travelling in service bus. Business is on the
. increase, consequently travellers are also on the increase. TEveryone
crowds in the bus. I do not think that people travel withous any
motive whatsoever in these -difficult days of travel. ‘Under thege ciz-
cumstances, it is 1mpossible to restrict travel in $hese days.

Siv, the difficulty in getting a seat in the Hxpress service even 18
great. One has to fight for a seat ordinarily'to get one of those unreserved
seats. In the Kc:tta.} QM Trwand1 um Bixpress service bus, 12 seats for
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the complete journey are reserved. Another seb of 12 seats will not
be reserved and they are for those passengers who have to get down at
intermediate stations. But there ig no reservation for infiermediate staf.
ions. Very often, I have found fighting near the door of the bug
between the passengers for unreserved seats, Iven though thereis
accommodation for all standing there the travellers rush in when the
bus starts. On a parficular occasion 1 went to the:stand at 8. a, 1,
There were about 100 passengers at the stand near the bus. We all
thought that all are for that paviicular bus. We rushed in. I also
managed to get in., When 11 of us got in after the fight, we found
that there was one more unoccupied unreserved seats. We fought for
nothing, that is the humourous side of it.

MR. KANNANTHODATH JANAR DANAN NAIR (Horunagonally cam Ear-
tikapallyy @ Did ‘myhody enter through the window into the bus?

MR, N. NARAYANA KURUP ; I cannotsay which way some of us got in.
In the anxiety to get in we forgot which way we gotf in. That is the
humourous side of it. On another occasion, I reached the destination
at aboat 7. 15 2. M, We were twenty in numbez for the unreserved
seats. All of us wanted 1o go by the 8.15 bus. We fought {,ogethar
Unfmtunatﬂy, I being the weaker. could not get any place in that
bus. Why should the Department reserve twelve seats for Kottayam
alone and leave the veat unreserved ? All the seats can be reserved,
Why not those seats also be reserved either for Quilon or for passengers
for the intermediate station, Although we, passengars who have to
go to intermediate stations, go to the bus stand with the full hope of
getting a seat, we ave not able to get in. Very often we have suffered
too on ’ohat account, We yeb call that service ag an Express servwe
Some beiter arrangement should be made, I may suggest that six
seats for Quilon and another six for Kottarakara may be reserved, to
avoid fight at the sband. 1 believe that the Department is not very
particalar 1o see the fight abovesuid at the bus stand, -

1 have another suggestion. There should be some superior officer
to check the over-crowding more than the allowed over-crowding. The
departmental_authorities should bear in mind that if a vehicle is over-
crowded or if it has the 1equ1led number of over-crowding allowed by
the department, gay 50 or 70 in a bus, it need not stop at any parti-
cular place so that additional passengers may get in. .

I may bring to the notice of the House that there are puv&te.
services run in a better and more comfortable way t0 the public. For
exwm]ale there is the Quﬂon-AIleppey bus serviece. They are also
experiencing the very same difficalties with regard to tyve, spare
parts, etc. Then there 1s the Kobttayam-Alwaye line which also is
being managed very satisfactorily. These lines gre run by educated
men of the State, Advocate Mr. Chidambara Iyexr is the manager of
" that private bus service from Quilon to Alleppey. Advocate Mr. K.
N. Sankunni Pillai 18 the manager of the Kottayam-Alwaye or Kumili

L
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service. They manage those services without nver crowding and over-
loading. The travellers do- not find any difficulties, They can book
their seats earlier and reach their destinations in time. Why should
the Government aloue! find it diffienlt ~to accommodate the passengers
and to run the linein the appointed timings. With these suggestions
I move the motion for the acceptance of the House.

Mg, K. KUNJU PANICKER : I beg to poipt out the Inconveniences
caused by the enlargement of time espnecially with regard to the express
gorvices. Before the present renewal, the time allowed for the express
buses running from Trivandrim to Kottayam, the tinie taken io pass
v Quilon, wag 44 hours ahd vie Kilimmanoor 44 hours. Now it is
0% and 6% hours, respectively.  ‘I'his change has caused mueh incon-
venience to the travelling public in eXpress buses, Ons who travels by
the express buses desires to avoid over-crowding and reach the destina-
tion at the shortest time possible. Therefore 1 would point out to the
Head of the Department that the former time limit should be fixed
with reference fo the express services.

Then a word with regard to the non-reserved seats of tho expraess
service. 1 beg to point out that in private services between Alleppey
and Quilon, Kottayam and Kumili and other services the bus managers
‘give tickets at the starting stations. That system works very well in
the case of those services, There 18 no rush and mutual push. * If that
system works very well with the private management, let is be followed
by the Department. About a fortnight age I bad occasion to sse the
entry into an express bus at Kottayam. -One bhonourable member of the
* Liegislative Counecil was also standing outside. - In the heat of the rush
that member was pushed down and he was severely trodden upon and
he sustained some injuries also. - |

Mg. PULIYOOR T, P, VELAYUDHAN PILLAlI: May I know whether he
1§ shill alive ? - | - | | SRR

MR, K. KUNJU PANICKER : Yes,

~ Bat he was bruised and was bleeding after the incident. Even
such respectable men could not save themselves from that sortof incon-
venieuccs. If thal be the condition with regard to such respectable
‘men, what would be_the condition of ordinary passengers? These in-
" conveniences could have been avoided if fickets wers issued at the
starting stabtions even for non-reserved seats ten or fifteen minutes
before the starting time. The conductor may sit in & room and issue
tickets conveniently before starting just as in the cage of private syndi-
cates. If such & system were adopted there wiil not be s¢rambling and
pushing. 4. - S
There is regular dripping of water from the ceiling of the old
buses when there is rain.. Even after the rain is over the dripping
continues. 'This defect could easily be cured by some ui our local
workers or carpenters in the garages. No foreign maierials need be
 imported for preventing such dripping. Therc are so many seats whick
" are torn up. I wmyself have -seen some people falling down through

LN
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the grevices of (he seats. 'I'hese things are not properly looked into
and repaired in time., Torn seats are nob renewed.  These things are
net cured by those persons who are vespunsible for +he supervision and
proper upkeep of the body of the buses as well.

Then with regavd to fhe cetuul ranniag of the busss.  There ace
80 many coases in whtch the buses breaking down on the way almozt

every day. Fwven within an hour or an hour and a half from the
starting poini we experience cartain hreak downs, Ceortain buscs ave
even started without balteries being charged. Such avoidable incon-
veniences ab least should be remedied hevealier. Hven old huses should
be set aright as {41 as local conditions permit.

Then, with reference 0 the vesrutbineni of conduactors and driveys.
We are following a certain syvetem with regavd to the rocraitment to
the public service. Of course *he Transport Depavtment s more or
less an tudependent deparbinent. 1t 18 & quani-Govervivent service and
now its incoms and expeundifure are absorbed inbo the gencral buadget.
With regavd to the vecrwtment of new men herealter to the Traneport
Department ihe Head of the Department is requested to adopi the
Public Service Resruitiuent sehieme which is being worked VELY SUCCsH-

fully in other departments of the Government, “With these” words, 1
support the motion. |
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iR, M. R NARAYANA PILLAY (Tvruralle): Sir, Isupport the motion.
In 8o supporting, I bave to malke only one suggestion, 5o far as criti-
cising are concerned I have made encugh of them only to find thaf
instead ol improvementin the working of the Department, it will be
seen bthat the vehicles are wearing out, as a result of which the number
of buses required for service would become limited.  Instead of these
buses starting in differen® tiwes with long intervals let us have as many
- buses as are avallable and are necessary for the pcople waiting at the
~bus stands, They may go jusdt as tho railway train.  The first goes as
an engine and two or thres buses may follow immediately so that if
thereas a break down on the way the spcond or third bus can take the
bravellers of ihe first or setond bus. By this means there will be very
little crowa in bus stands and all other places,

'MR. PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAN: Sir, this is, of conige, 3
comumercial departinent from which the totfal receipt for the current
yeat accerding to the revised estimate is 28°5 lakhs of rupees. After
deducting the total working expenses of Rs. 22,09,00() for the current
year the nek profit for she cuuent year comes 0 Rs. 6,41,000. Thiy
profit is exclusive of £s. 1,99,100 set apart for con‘mbutmn to- the
General Reserve Fund and Rs. 1,45,000 for Deprecistion on Rolling
Stock, Buildings, Furniture, ete. I have explained these facts only for
the purpose of showing posgibilities of getting considerable profits from
the Department if 1he defects cxisting at present are rcmedied at the
earliest possible opportunity. Sir, in spite of the honest and praise-
worthy endevowrs made by the Director of Trangport we still find that
there are some defects cxisting ¢ven to-day.  According to me these
defecis are mainly due to 3 reasons - (1) Wan! of sympathetic abvitude
on the part of Government towards this dopmtment (2} I'he very
inagdeguate remuneration given o the operating and mechanical staff of
the Deparbment at. pleswt (3) Want of active and deserving co-opera-
tlon between this Department and other departinents suck as P. W. D.
Police and Education, With a view to advige the Director of Transport’
and thmugh him +he Govermnent oi mabters relating lo the policy of
the working of the Deapartment, Guvernment have been pleased to
constitute an Advisory Committee. I wills therefore, be only proper-
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and fair if due conmder&tlon is given to the recommendations made by
this Committee from time to time for the purpose of imnroving khe
working of the Department and making it more efficient.  Sir, some-
times there is abnormal delay in issuing final orders on the recommens
dations of the Committee submilted to Government-so much so the
Department will have to sustain considerable loss on account of the
sudden increase of price of materials for the purchasing é1f which per-
mission is gought for., Sometimes when the Committee which consists
of technical expersts such as the Direetor of Transport and the Chief
Engineer of Roads, Irrigation, etc. makes a recommendation for certain
nnserviceable vehicles or parts thereof being permitted to be disposed
of by the Director of Transport, the reply siven is most disappointing
and to some eXtent insulting also because the Director is imwediately
asked to consult the Workshop Chief Enginner to decide the question

whether these parts or vehicles have ceased to be of use to the Depart-
ment and whether they may be disposed of. It is regretiable to find
that deserving weight isnot given to the 1ecommendatmus of the Director
of Transport as advised by the Advisory Board.

The working of the Dep&rtment can be made-mare efficient if more
encouragement is given fo the operating and mechanieal st&ff of the
Denartment, Sir, we are all aware that the service in the Transport
Departn:ent was declared by Government to be non-pensionable. With
a view to increase the efficiency of the Department by giving more
~enconragement, recommendationg have been submitted to Government
for standardising and inereasing the salary of the mechanical and opera-
ting staff of the Depariment. It is regrettable to note that nothing
has bzen done in the mabter so far to improve the woiking of the
| Depmtment and T fird no provision has been made in ths next year’s
budget for "this purpose as recommended by the Director of Transport
It is not yet “known what action was taken on ‘these recommendations.

Mr. KOTTALIL P, ABRAHAM (Muwtmpw?ca cum Devicolan): May
I know the nature of the want of efficiency on the pariof the establigh-
ment on account of want of encouragement by Govetnmaent ?

Ma. PULIYOOR T. P, VELAYUDHAN PILLAl: Bir, I understand that
there are instances in whiech sowe of the members of the mechnical
staff have actunally swooned on account of starvation due o™ poor galary.
The whole staff whether mechanical or operating have become dis-
heartened on account offtheir poor salavy especially at this juncbure when
the price of all essential commodities is daily on the increase.

MR, P. S. MUHAMNMED (Quiion cumy noh‘a&mﬂm.cr; < S0CmY  IIBD
Rlojo GSOW ORI Socd U] dod  CRIMAAID 040D,
BOQAUMOS VAUAO aF)IMISENTAD BV BN O @:0 5P Jo.

Wr. PULIYOOR T, P, VELAYUDHAN PILLAl : To clarify wmy position
and {0 convince this House and dlso the Dewan-President I may be
permitbed to state this fack. As soon as s new zecruit to undergo
technical waining in the locai Transport #Olhﬂhop is taken in he 13

-
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given a salary of Re. 27 per mensem, but the more experienced ipg.
{ructor there gets a salary of only Rs. 20 per mensem.  Sir, this is
POOTr encour *1gemeut to the machanical and operating staff. ’I‘he towest
pay of a ~fureman. in Hydarabad T ransport: Department is Rs, 150,
Another defect which is now existing in the working of th ]Jopmt
ment is g large number of accidents on the routes. With & view 4
prevent these unfortunate state of affairs the Commitice recommended
to Government that a book styled “L'raffic and Tload Transport Ruleg”
published by the Transport Department should be made a compulg:}ly
subject in the curriculam for all schools in the Stase, Though Govern.
ment sympathetically considered all the aspects of the recommendation
they suggested that cerdain conditions haveto be fulfilled by the Dep.
arfinent befow this recommendation is a.c*r'epted (+overnment asked
the Director of Transport to incorporate in the hook the Road Sense
Guide published by the Police l)epmtment and supply 4008 copies of
the bock to the Director of Public Instruction ai the cheapest 1atg
possible,

Accordingly, all the conditions contained in G, O. D, Dis. No.
3017/41/Judl., dated the 25th Sentewmber 1941, have heen - -completely
satisfied. Aftu. the book was approved by bhe ’_L'th Book - Committae,
about 4,000 copies were printed and supplied to the Wducation Depalt-
ment but [ am constrained toremurk that shis bovk has not been. pros-
cribed or included in the curriculam for the schools ia the State
Ignoraice of the Road Rules is the wain cause for th{:‘ accidents that
are taking place in the different roads. |

MR, :4. R, NARAYANA PILLAI :  May I know for which class anil for
what kind of schogls the bhook has been preseribed ?

Mg. PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAl : The order says that if
should be made a compulsory Eub]ect in ’ﬂho curriculain for all the
schools in the Biase.

@R, C. M, JOSEPH (U?zfc?anbftacffer?'J cum: Peermade) a_.laﬁ][@sm
glod Y .l dho MSgode e leomond alendle:te AclsTmoelk @0l
TIIEMBOH0H W O ©19900d MG MVAOIN | HRER0E

MR. PULIYOOQR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLA!L: gmml 00 61').11:33
0o a_la%)mﬂnmm:mmﬂ 2 Co6Q-| STMEM O AT uomg g0l dofo
E0aBS@Eete PMBIGIM 0lgromow] Qd@sg! e @Polay O’
S9N, GOV allwomleies GOy mmrmamoym'\mam&amwo
@oa.s u&smoo VAR kg 20 cﬂaocq;mmomz,

MH KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM : May I know the dase ﬂf the pubhca-
~ tion of the book and the language of the book.

- MR.PULIYOOR T.P, VELAYUDHAN PILLAI . Tt is printed in Mﬂ]ﬂ'yﬂ"
lam in the S.R. V. Press. It has been published by the Traosport
- Department as directed by Government.
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Then, Sir, we see several accidents taking place at important
stations like Trwandlum Kottayam, Nagercoil and {(juilon due io
sudden inrush of passengers to hoard the buses. Some neople fall
down. There ig serious tussle between passengers. In some cases, a8

suggested by Mr. Imc,hukim]u there is pick-pocketing. lo order .o
avert all «tich'difficulties and inconveniences, the Director of Transpors

I am given to understand, has been making repeated requests to the
Head of the Police Department to post ab ieast u few consbsables at least
at these very important centres to preveat such things taking place
daily. Iam sorry to submit to the Chair that no action has been taken
on such reconimendations. If we go to the Trivandrum Bus Siand,
we are unable to find a single Constable posted therefor duty.

PRESIDENT : Dues the honourable member say that the Order of
Government to the effect that two Constables should go with eve;y bus

has not been followed ?

M. PULIYOOR T. 7. VELAYUDHAN PILLAl: So far, I have never
found a;uymnnstable accompanying a bus on duty as ordered by the
Dewan. That is myv personal experience.

Several accidents that are taking place at present are dug—-—

PRESIDEMT.: I may say at once that such an order has been issued
by Government, and 1f i has nof been obsyed, the Department concern-

ed will suffer for 1t,

" Mg, PULIYOOR T. P, VELAYUDHAN PILLAY: Several accidents that
are takicy place at present are mainly due to the very bad condition of
the M. C. Road wiere tha Department operates its buses. It has been
brought to the attention of the P. W, D. that spacml consideration and
treatment should be accorded in the matter of improving such roads
where the Department operates the public transport vehicles, 1 am
glad to note that this matter has engaged the attention of the . Publio .
Accounts Commiitee for the year 1116 when my honourable friend
Mr. Kunju Panicker has brought this aspect of the question to the
pointed attention of the President. On behall of Government, the-
President has been pleased to inform the Committee-that special care
will be taken for effecting the 11@{:935&1:3' 1mpmvamen+s on the M. C.

Road.

- Then I wish fo refer to the questluu of congtruction of garages in
certain pla;c@s Take forinstance, the ]*Jmpased garage ab Shencotta.h
swhare buses are allowed to lie without proper attention on’ the publm
road and sometimes in the Taluk Office compound. It is a2 very serious
matbor. 1 would submit for the consideration of Governtnent that ik
is high iime that @Il these defects should be remedied al thu ‘earliest
opportunity by giving sufficient and adequate econsideration to the -
- recommendations made by the Head of the Dtp&ltﬂleﬂb _W;th ‘thege

obgervations, I support the mobion.
Yol. XXII, No. 8. -
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~ MR. DOMINIC JOSEPH: Sir, it will be admitted on all hands thgt
the Express Sexvice i3 a considerable improvement upon the ordinary
service. But the existence of unseemly scramble for seals in the buyses
cannot be ignired, This has been graphically described by Mr, Nayg-
yana Kurap, I suggest that naarly 9C per cent. of the seals could be
reserved before hand, leaving 10 per cent to . Officers and ruembers of
the Liegislature who are on public duty. It wmay be construed as
 selfishpess to say that a different treatmeunt should be given 0 Govern-
ment Gtticers from members of the Liegislature. 1 justify that on the
ground that they are engaged on public duty, Again 1t 18 an ordinary
feature to see breakdowns in the oxdinary buses. 1t can be noticed
every day by anyone who travels along the road. Under the Motor'
Vehicles Act, private buses are bound to carry with them the ordinary
tools for repair as well us spare tyres and tubes. But in the cage of
Transport buses such & ruleis not enforced. Waen there is a break-
down on account of some migiake, the bus has toremain there. Infor.
mation has to be conveyed, to the Hepdquarters. and help has to
come from a very long distancd, ‘T'hat meansdelay and inconvenience
to the passengers, I want that the ordinary rule under the Motor
-~ Venicles Act should apply with equal force to the State Transport buses
That will remave & good deal of inconvenience to passengers,

- MR. C. JEBAMONY NADAR (K alkwlam cum Vilavaencode) : I wish to
say & few words. Now that the Advisory Cowmittee has been appoint
ed, ptrbly nominated and pertly elected from the members of thig
Haguse, we may hope that the Deyartment will he better advised on the
needs of the fravelling public. In view of the fact that the members
olecte] by this House sib in theiCoramitéce, I would desire that the
proceedings of the Commuittee are also appeaded o the Adminisbration
Report of the Trausport Depariment so that this House may know asto
what the Committee has been doing. Secondly I refer to two notices
“which are found in every Transport bus. One is “I'ravel with changes)
~and the other is that the bus is treated with Bugsol.
Mg. i, R. NARAYANA PILLAl: Not heard, S -
ir. G. JEBAMONY NADAR : In regard to the fivst notice I wish io
offer a suggestion. There is considerable shortage in the nuwber of
the small coins. This will be readily agirced to by the Director.
l'asscngers therefore very offen come without changes bni with cur.
roncy notes. Some of the conductors are very liberal, but others more
or less make mandatory demands and would say that ‘Unless you have
chauges you should not eanter the bus.’.  And yet anoather type of con-
ductors say ‘Well, I will see if I can pay your balance during the course
of $he journey, Othexwise I will note the balance you have to get on the
tigket and if you come to the office, you shall receive payment of the
same. This difficuliy being real, we have, somehow or other,” to
devize @ method so tngt it mav be munmunsed. | would suggest one
golution. Why oot a passenger who usually travels tu the Btate buses,
~ be allowed to deposit say Re. 10 or Rs, 15 in the office of the Transpors
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Department and be given something like a pass book, Whenever he
¢yavels the -amount of fare may be debitel in the pass book, Yet
another suggestion is something like stamps or labels to the value of a
quarber half rupee or fanam, ete., may be sold by the Department, and
the sane may be zccepted in lieu «f cash or coins, The fact that con-
ductors daily return to the office tickets with the endorsement, that
balance is due to the passengers, prove the immediate need for solving
the difficulty.’ - | |

The second notice is “This bus is treated with Bugsol.” 1 am un-
able to feel the effect of the use of Bugsoel and think therefore that the
advertisement serves no useful purpose. | | |

Another matter to which I want to refer is the unsatisfactory
manper in which some of the parcel agencies work. For example, take
the case of & bus stand like the Monday Market;, the collection is some-
thing below Rs. 300, though it is a big market place and a big business
centrs too. Thore is a difference between luggage and parcel. In this
Erauiel bus stand if a passenger wants to get into the bus with luggage, .
the parce!l agent interferes and wants fo treat it as parcel. That would
require some *ime and consequen:ly the passenger misse® the bus and
is delayed in his journey. Kven when the pussenger requests that the
‘Samans’ may be freated as luggage the conductor takes sides with the
parcel agent, The passengers naturslly get irritated and disappointed.
I do not see any justification as to why the passengers should be sub-
jected to thisinconvenionce ? Why not treat the ‘Samans’ which a
pagsenger takes with him in his journey as luggage ?

The House rose for lnnch at 2 p. M. and met ag&in af 3 P. M,

MEMBERS SWORN.

MR. V. SIVASANKARA PILLAI District Superiniendent of Police in
charge ofthe du'ies of the Inspectur-General of Police took  the oath
‘and signed the volls. | S

| Mg. C. JEBAMONY NADAR (conid.): Sir, I was referring to the diffi-
culty experienced by passengers when they come to a bus stand just in
time with samans necessary for their travel, whereas if it be a few yards
away from the bus stand, no difference between luggage "and parcel ig
maintained. 8o the idea of personal gain o the parcel agent at the
cost of the convenience of the travelling public cannot be appreciated, I
would desire that whafiever might be the starting point of the journey
of a pagsenger, whether it be at a place where - there'is & parcel agency
ot not, if he accompanies his samans, they must be treated and charged
as luggage and not as parcel, o | |
Another matter sbout which I have to refer is aboust the attitude

of the Department whoen private buses are engaged for hire. It is
Enown to all that there is now shortgga of buses in the Department, o f
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course owing to causes beyond the control of the Department and Gov.

ernment. . That means private demanda for - hire cannot be wiet by the

Department. When a rarriage party requires-a bus for a single jour.

ney, to cover the marriage procession the Departiment cannot'under the

present circumstances, let out any of its buses. If a private bus is

available it cannot be run along a route of the Transport Department

unless & recommendation ensnes from the Director of Transport. In

this connection I shall read a portion from she Administration Report of

the Transport Deparitment for 1117 m, ®. Though 1t 18 a confidential

document &t this motnent, in 8o far as it is in our possession, I think ]
can refer to the relevant poriion. I6 reads:

¢pyywards the elose of the year the increasing demand for buses for mairiages

and pleaguratrips Lorced ths Departnicot to regirict such operationg. Agg

rule, buses are now hired vut only In conneatica with journeys of national

Cimportaace. Exeursions of students are however. clagsed asg esgontiyl,

‘Tn other cases the Departmient neither permits its buscs to be hired npr

rocommends the hiring of buses from other operators. No doubt, this gtap

hag created some diflienliies to the publie, but is hoped that they would

realise that the situation had bebn broaght abevt by forees heyoud the

control of the iepsrtment. The vates of hire gharges were also alightly
" tnercased as a restrictive measure.’’ .

I can understand the difficnlsy regarding Department buses buj I
cannot justify the attitude of the Department as regards private buses.
I think the head of the department should not act as & break in private
contracts of o legitimate nature, Such an attitude works great hard-
ship. o - h

Just one other matter. Car-drivers know the mechanismn of buses
which they usually drive.. Constant change of drivers from bus to bus
makes them strangers to the condition of the buses. This I think, is
onc of the main causes for the increasing breakdowns on the way,
arrangements may pe made so that the same driver or set of drivers °
alone be allowed to handle particular buses.

-To avoid disorderly rush into the buses my suggestion is fhat
tiekets should be 13sued 15 or 20 minubes before the starting time of the
bus. If so the ticket holders alone will be eunfitled $o get into the bus
and others would not attempt to seek entry into the vehicle by the use
of brurte force as they do at present. The crowd at the bus stand
could thus be diverted, the ticket holders waiting for the bus, while
others purchasing tickets for the next bus: On acrowded day the bus.
would be full at the starting point and so it may not be possible 1o take
i passengers from intermediate stations. This is unavoidablée snd in~
cidental to a heavy traffic. s ' ) | | |

Often, I see three buses standing empty at the Neyyatlinkara bus
gtand. Thereis the ¢ry af shortage of buses in‘other lines. ~ That
shows something is wrong somewhers. I am aware that thereisa
shuttle service between Trivaadrum and Neyyattinkara. But the
necessity for three buses standing idle at that one point at one time is
- not clear. Matters such as this require checking, so that services in
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otheyr lines may not suffer. The demand of the public in variaus routes
. has to be carefully considered without undue preference to any Iocah‘oy

With these words, [ support the mofion.
Mz, M. SIVATHANU PILLAl: -Sir, T support the motion. Af the

very outset permit me ta say about the G- O, vecently 1ssued by Gov-
erninent in reference fothe posting on duty of two Police Constables in
the buses running in different routes. I think Sir, such an Order has

been passed on a misunderstanding of the position; the need: for posting .
Constables is felt with a view to regulate the crowds of people at the

starting point of the buses more than any where else. The diffeulty
arises more outside the yunning bus than inside the bus. In the sfart-
ing stations or in stopping stations, people gather together 1n large
- numbers eagel to board the buses. They i1u a body rush to get seats
and as a result unseemly scenes take place, Some times people get in-
~jured in their attempt to force any entry into the bus or lose their

purse, or wrist watches or such valuable articles. By posting Coustables
here in these places they can regulate the orderly boarding into these
buses and avoid all the above difficulty and trouble. The presence of
Police is really felt only in such places. Therefore I suggest that some
arrangement as the quene system in Madras can be thought of. T
will help to solve the problem a great deal. -’

~ PRESIDENT: Honourable members might take it from me that in

Madras there 1s nothing like the rush chserved here; it is nob even

one-fourth of what is obtaining here.

MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAl: But, Sir, in one route na,mely at the

Mount load junction, the crowd waiting-for Town service buses: is
tremendous. It is regulated by the Police by cnforcing a quene system.
In our place, of course, the crowding of passengersin starting points is
more damanageable. The Polica people that may be posted for duty may
nof care to observe the queue sysiem.. bunﬁequeutly people that crowd
in -bus stands and at-halting places are not orderly and they suffer great
hardship, The help of the Poiice in bus stands would be gr catly

appreciated provided the queue system is observed. Sometimes in

halting places, whenever the passengers geb disappointed they fall foul
of conductors and frequenily yuarrel ensues between them causing in-
conveniznce to passenygdrs inside the bus and the people standing outside
the bus. They, the dlsa,ppmnted passengers. take the power in their

hands and abuse the conducfor in a manner only to bhe realised by

actnally witnessing it. I happened to witness such an incident near the

overbridge here in the Trivandrum City. The Police who weie standing
idly near by were called in for help. I always associate the Police with-

the quelhng of trouble. Bur I was disappointed. They took no notice of
it. They had not even the courtesy to move from their place; When-

ever they are required inthe place of duty, it is difficult to see them .
eveh.  Whereves there is. overgathering of peaple-the Police, instead

of concerning themselves in regulating the crowd mave away from it
quite nuconcerned. That is the general experiance, I have here with'
our State Police.
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PRESIDENT ;. "Here, there are very.many betel nut shops and I
have found them there. Somehow or other, 1t is the nrresistible fasei.:
nation of the Police to be 1n those shops.

MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAl :  Yes, Sit, Not only that. Lhey are also
geen quarrslling among thewnselves over a bit of beedi on thoroughfares,
There is also the aspect of mors fascination for broken beedies on the
part of our Police. . SR -
PRESQIDENT :  All that is proof of econumic deterioration of the
country, = = - ' | |
MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: On another occasion, a short young
man wanted to get into the Bxpress Bus here m Trivandrum. There
were innumerable people eagerly waiting to board. the bus and prepur-
ing to fight for fhe accommodation. In the struggle for accomodation
in the BExpress the young man with his weighty muscles was able to find
his way into the bus. In that process the wrist chain of his wrist.
watch got snapped. It had to be found out. Naturally he had to get ont
of the bus. Therc was no Police anywhere nearby. He came out of
the bus in search of his wrist-wateh. The rvesult was that he not only
lost his much coveted seat in the bus but also his valuable watch, Tt
was g pitiable sight .to sse that young man completely frustrated, The
one zmong the crowd that concentrated his attention more on the gold
chain than on the struggle luckily discovered 1t far himself and bolted
with it. T have often drawn the attenbion of the Police to thege places
of public resort in Commitiee meetings but of no avail. Advisory Cou-
mittes members like my honourable friend Mr. T. P. Velayudhan
Pillai also reported his experieace in similiar. matters and insisted that
Police should be posted on duty in these important centres of Transport
Service with no conssquence. My experience shows that 1t will be most?
desirable to have constables posted on duty in centres where the crowd is
likely to assemble in large numbers for the purpose of regulating them.
There is absolntely no use of pogting them inside a running bus. On
the other hand, it will deprive the travelling .public of two more seats
which may be otherwise available for them.

~ PRESIDENT: 'The members may note that no final arrangement
has been come toin this matter. It is for the House to romedy the
admitted difficulty in the matter and arrive at a particular arrangenicnt.

Mr. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: By all means let us have policemen,
one in big centres such. as Quilon, Kottayam, Nagercail, Tlc'i*‘.rﬂaacffi:t:lm,,ai
etc, ab least to préevent these unseemly scenes and quarrels taking
place caused by disappointment to passenges. .

MR. N. NARAYANA KURUP: Will it not be advantageous t6 have
Policemen at every bus stop ?.

MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: No, not necessary; but only in very
crowded centres. Otherwise the Police force would haveto be consider-
ably increased to meet the  proposed arrangement. The assistance of
the Police would be required in important centres so that rush could be

4 :

Pl
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regulated and small thefts could be avoided. In the matter of getting
tickets for passengers, the services of the Police could be utilised with
advantage say in a proposed scheme of queue arrangement. Then, 8ir, .
reference was made to increasing the numbers of passenger vehicles.
The problem of meeting the demand for more vehicles by the travel-
ling public is growing movre acute. On the one haund, the vehicles are
being reduced in number on account of difficulty to replace them. On
the ather hand, the public having more mouey in theuw hands take to
gvoidable bus travelling move than before.  Naturally the question be-
comes more serious %o solve. The Department. has enough surplus o in-
vest on new vehicles. The difficulty 1s to get them. It 1sa good auguary
to find that the Government of India have been pleased to sanction 15
new vehicles, of which 10 is proposed fo be utiliged -1n the Alwaye-
Munnar line as lorry service for the fransport of hill produce and the
remaining 0 be used as passenger vehicles. There is thus scope for using
tire displaced vehicles as passenger vehicles as well. Lo a certain extent
it may give relief. But I know it will not even touch the fringe of the
‘problem of adequate number of vehicles. This vaturally takes me to
the consideration of the vehicles that are now 1in service, afier consi-
derable -mileage of run, Uhat is a word with regard, lo the question of
the present buses being repaired. I do not know how far it will be
appreciated by the honourable members of this House when ¥ say thaf
repairing has become ahmost an impossibility. I know that most of the

busea have been dismantied and difterent parts from their engines fit-
ted with some other engines in other buses., It is a fact that a great
number of vehicles that were on service, for a considerable time are
now out of service. The number of units have now become considera-
bly reduced, in spite of ingenious departmental improvisations.

In this connection, the hongurable members of this House should
‘realise how far the operating and mechanic stafl of the Department
are put to difficulties of over work. They have to do a considerable
amount of work both day and night. Mr. Velayudhan Pillai has refer-
" red toit, Imustsay that they are put to great and bhard over-work in the
matter of overcoming the present difficulties. - 1 have seen theé mecha-
nics on the Trivandrum Wagercoil Workshops working not only day
- but even nights and actually swelting and completely exhausied.

MR. P, NARAYANA PILLAl (Mavelikara cum INumnafiury @ Cannot
the mechanic stalf be increaged 7 | |

MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAl: Of course thal can be done. Bub
what 1s the pay that 18 offered.. I kmow of a good Gtter who was given
Rs. 40, How much work can you expect him to do? How is it pos-
sible for & man to live on Re. 40 in Trivandrum in these daysof ina
creased prices and of diffiealty 1o geb vice. 'T'herefore he has gone fto
- Nagercoll and the honourable members will believe me when I way he |
18 ‘getting s, 300  fo 11s.-400 per month from s workshop of his own,
- He is running hijs own workshop,. - .z -'
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MRr. Wi. BHASKARAN NAIR  (Weyyattinkara cam Trivandrum) : May
1 hl‘lc:;w whether there are not o large m-mbm of blemhdowns on the
way?

Mr. M., SIVATHANU PILLAI That cannot be helped. I will not he
suxprisad if afl the buses including the Express Service buses come 10 &
dead stop one day. There is not a single new engine which can replace
the old. These engines have covered 80,000 to 60,000 un:iles some
tiwees even & lakl of miles. After all they are cngines. They huve
secrved beyond their capucity. The result is that these cngines require
mare of lubricating oil and petial. Lo that extent the operating cost
18 mcreased. DBuob ful the fact that we are gatting move profit by ovet-
loading and iucreased fare, these buses would have been running at a
loss, If i1hese 10 units wecre not got dewn as a resulb of the great
persuation of the Head of the Administration, thesc Express services
would have had to be stopped in the course of at the most iwo months
besause these buses cannot at all take the line without a thorough and
suceessful over-loading. . There is more consumptbion of [ubricating oil
and peprol in faulty running. So 1 wish to point out that however
much the mechanics or he opemtmﬂ stafl may work on full steam,
sutely there will come a tune soon when the engines will not be able
to cope with the situation. That is the position which the honourable
members will have to bear in mind. |

M. KOTTALIL P, ABRAHAM: Avre these wechanics paid anything
eXtra ? .

Mr. M, SIVATHANU PILLAt:  Absolutely uothing. |

It was suggested by the Director of T'ransport that these conduc-
tors and drivers because they were aomg more work particularly on-
these rickety buses, and sometimes coming back very late ab night on
long routes, should be given & daily allowance of annas four. The
Advisory Commiites thought that four annas is insufficient und sug-
cested eight annas instead, which was not a&nctwned by Government,
They allowed only four annas. | S

¥R. P. NARAYANA PILLAL : Alay I kuwow whelher any remunera-
tion is given to drivers in puvaﬂho buses ?

¥iR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAL . I know that iz & private, wml«.shﬂp the
foreman gets Rs, 15Q, the chief mechanic Rs. 100 and the assistant
mechanic Rs. 75 per mensem, The: mechanics in our workshop da

not get so much. The fitters who attend o the rickety bmes in the
line are, I 1think, given only Rs. 20 oi Re. 30.

MR. PULIYGOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAI: May I know whether
the member is aware that the lowest pay in Hydembad Transport
.Hervice for a foreman is Rs. 150 per mensern.

MR. 8, SIVATHANU PiLLAl : T take the information with th::hnks.
I have noobjection to even retrenchment being effecied in the office
establishment. But do appreciate the work of the operating and
meqhamc staff who work bard and make it possible - for- these buses fo
) Ho it 18 higly desirable that the piuable lot of these poor mecha-
- nles shotﬂd be improved. It is these mechanics, conductors ‘and - driv-
~2v8 who are responslble for making these buses run which would have
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“been thrown away as SCIap 1ron long ago. So it was thought desirable
that they should be gwen a daily allowance of AnNas elght and the
mechanics increased pay. It will give them so’ much encouragement
- to take the stunning difficuly thh a certain amount of cheer' and 1t
will help them ta pass the day without much pain of helplessness.

SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAI (Trwwandrum Town): How
many times do these conductors and drivers normally take refreshment
on fhe I'rivandrum-Nagercoil line and how much will they have fto
'spend on this account ? - | :

‘MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLA! : * Very reasonably it will be wore than
four annas. I have seen 'drivers asking their own people to carry food
for them in ¢mall vegselsfor the next meshl because they could no’_t
pay for food on the Way. | ‘~ o

Particularly in view of the latge income which the Depmbment 18
making, the Committee thought that the allowanes of eight annag per
day would be reasonable and should ‘be granted fmthwwh and the
Government turned it down for reasons of their own. 1

Then with regard to the attitude that has heen stressed by
Az T. K, Velu Pillai towards the recommendation of ‘the Committee,
Sir, it is regretable to find thay Government do not act on the recoms-
mendations of the Advigory Commitfee in important masiers, And to
~understand that the Government is too wooden to appreciaté recoms
‘ipendations of a very simple nature but of considerable advantage both
financially and otherwise. In these days when the prices. of motox
vehicles and. spare parts are roekebing up beyond our imagination,
should not the Director be given. power to. make purchases within a
limit. of Rs, 5,000 when occasion arises. The price quoted, today may
not be the price guotéd tomorvow. There would be others who would
. be prépared to pay double the' prica to meet their needs,. By the
- time the Director waits and gets the sanction of the Government
the articles to be got would have been -purchased by some one
alse. So the Director should not be put to the nesessity of getting
previous sanction of the Government for purchasing articles as spare
parts etc. Such necessily has arisen very often before and will nrise
very often. At least on tie recommendation of the Committee the
“Director should have been empowered to spend amounts to the limit of
Rs. 5,000 by way of purchases of artficles as spare parts etc. Hence
the Advisory body recommended such a course. But what was the
- reply that was given to the Commitiee. They were told that they

- should bear in mina that they were only an advisory body. Wkat else
- did the Cowmmuittee do, I.ask ? The Committee ouly recommended that

the Director should be empowered t0 make .purchases o the tune of -
Bs. 5,000 in emergent cases without previous Government -sanction.
But thé Gevernment turned i round and said - “You. 'Oommlttee
members! you are only an adwaory body zmd you have- to do notbmg |

Vﬂl Xx-ll No. 8| | v

o
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alse”? Tadmit, being a member in it, that we are an advisery commis.
tee. But we have got a right to advise, This ought not to have been
the attitude of the Government particularly at these critical and unset-
tled days when immediate purchases will have to be made. I cannot
understand - the difficulty in allowing such a power to the Director
partieularly ow the recomiendation of the Gomtmittee. We do realise
our limitetions., We also can understund Xnglish language correctly

- defining the functions of the Commitiee. It has been conceded that
the Comwittee’'s functions have been defined to be purely advisory,
We aro realiv an advisory body. We are told in reply by Governmen
“You Committee Members! taize cave, bear in mind, you are only
an advisory Commitiee’’. What does this mean, any thing else other
than an insult to them, I agk. |

~ Mg. N NARAYANA KURUP : May I know whether any “reduction in
‘4he staff io proportion to the reduction of the number of buses hay

af

been made ¢ ,

| PRESIDENT: The Head of the Departinent shuufﬁi be allowed 15
‘minutes to speak. Obherwise he will not be able to find time to meet
all the pointe raised. |

1 will refér to another mafter which has been referred to by
Mr, T P. Velayudhan Pilla) and thaf is with regard to the disposal of
old, rotten goods. We find that there is a sudden enthusiasm on the
part of various Government deparimenis $o sell parts of houses, I
used to get recommendations from various District officials stating that
particular buildings:should be dismantled and sold because they are

falling down. The dismantling would cost Rs. 100 and the amount
that would be realised by way of auction sales would be Rs. 50 so thas
the balance to the credit of Government would be RRs. 50.  Wherever
there is an old Government building suddenly it is found to be of no
~uge and it has got fo be aucuioned. I do not want to impute motives .
{o any of our officials. . With regard to Government properties T have
passed a rule that shroughout the State, unless the Dewan personally -
gives his signature, no auction sales should fake place. The reagon for
that order is this. Any artiele or material, however useless to one
department, anay be of some use $0 some other departmient. The use
of such articles to those departments should not be prohibited. -If.any
material 18 found to be useless for any particular . department, other
departments should be consulted wish regard o the util.sadion of those
articlcs and it way be found to be of use to them. For instance, iron
scrap, wasteé paper and all sorts of apparently useless things waay be
made use of by some department or ovher. So 16 has been decided
that throughoat the Slate, unless Gaveroment make up their mind,
no auciion or sale should take place. 1¢  was found thoroughly ans
suitable. Therefore somae of the properties were vrdered vo. be sold.

W&, M, SIVATHANU PILLAI: - Of course, the Superintendent, Work-
~“shops, can be referred fo in the wmabter and then the arbicles may be:
disposed of. ” | : |
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M. E. G. SALTER: Sir, the criticisms in connection with the
budget proposals of the Transport Department can be briefly sum-
marised under iwo main heads, * Overloading’ and “‘breakdowns’’.

1 was rather immpressed by the remarks of one of the honourable
members, who, in relating his expenences of a particular bus journey,
constantly made use of the “‘first person". The honourable mnembers
will remeruber his statements to the effect that “we had to fight our
way inte the bus’ and “wve pushed our way through the crowd’” and -
then his condemmnationn of the conditions under which the bus was
loaded. I am sure the honourable member will not take offence when
I say, if the elected representatives of the public enter into forceful
GOHlP"'blLIOD. with their own constitiients in. order to secure preference
in & public service vehicle, what hopes has Government ? What hopes
has the Transport Department in effecting improvements ? I suggest,
with due respect that the honourable members of this Housa wounld
be performing an- infinitely greater public duty if they were to
endeavour to educate their constituents into their civic responsibilities
rather than io lay the blame on Government or the Transport Depart-
ment. I can assure the House that the officials of the I)epa,ltment are
doing their utmost. Suppose any member of this House is man-
handied by any of the officials of the Department if he endeavours to
enter a fully loaded bus, what will hedo? He will insisi that the
Head of the Department should dismiss that men, A few days ago
when I was passing the bus station I saw about 20 people rushing
altogether to gey into a bus and I saw & woman with a little child
being crushed in the midst of the hooligans. 1 immediately got out of
my car and forcibly ejected those, who by brute strength alone had
succeaded iz forcing their way in and then, I allowed the people to
board one at a time, women and children first, 'i‘hey took it from
me-—they may take it from a Police Officer, but what would have
happened if the conductor or an mapac‘im had adopted similar
measures ? If the public would only realise their civie responsjbility it
wonld not be necessary for me or any member of the Department
foreibly to eject them from the buses. Lieé them know that by rush-
ing like this they are injuring their own people. .The Departiment
as I said before, is doing.its utmost. The vehicles are running under
conditions the lilke of which have never been known before, in any
public transport in Indias. Therefore, we in turn ask for your assist-
ance, the assistance of every non-official membser of this Bouse.. . That
assistance can be rendered in educating the public and not by criticis-
ing the humble efforts of the Trans port Department,

MR. M. R. NARAYANA ‘PILLAI: Is not the over-crowding merely .
due to the fact that the passengers have to-wait for &n lnconmderably
long time for buses to arrive at the bus stand ? *

MR. E. G. SALTER: No, Sir.

The total sumker of passengers carried’in 1116 'was a httle 1more
+han six millions, in 1117 it was more than eight millioris. This has
been dane withott any 11..crease in the vehicles. The trouble of
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over-cmwdmﬂ' is-entirely due to the very servious reduction in othey
~ forms of 'hL.ﬂlS[JGIt People who hitherto enjoyed travelling in their
- own cars are now forced to the necessity ‘of using public tmnsport_
vehicles, The accommodation on the railways—although there is only
one ling in the Sta.c—has been very considerably curtailed. . 1t is for
that reason that the Department is forced to carry more passengers
and that &t 3 time when it cannof get spare paris or ‘additional buses,
Hon: urable members will be interested to know tnat due to the freez-
ing by the Government of India the Department has not been able to
purchase Chevrolet or Ford parts between December last year and -
May ‘this year. It is due to the efforis of the Dewan-President,
followed by my humble efforts while I was recently in Delhi thaf Wwe
 have now received a small ¢onsignment,

That brings me $o the second point, viz., break downs. As I said,
we could not buy new buses. The Department has made its own
pistons during the last six months. I may say that the pistons made
by us are working very well and compare very favourably with the
. pistons made by the General Mofors tin the United States or by the
Ford Motor Comp:ny, We are now making loeally everything that
can be made. The honourable members will realise the significance
- of what I havesald. We are making almost all spare parts. I think
I am right in saying that there are only about two components in the
whole of the vehicles which are not now made in the workshops of the
~ Transport Department. Is'it to be wondered at that vehicles which
have opemted for 375000 miles for which we have made spare paris
from odd pieces of iren and steel or from other worr oulror broken
parts, i3 1t to be wondered at that such vehicles somebimes break
~down ? Ishould like to take this op Jortunity of making a public
plom}uncp'nent that the mechanical staff of the Transport Department
is deserving of the atmost praise for keeping the vehicles going under
couditions which in normal circnmstances gne could never dream of
doing. Therefore, let us reslise the difficulties under which the Depart-
ment i8 working. The:public have imposed an increasaed. load. on the
Department of 30 per cent. while the exigencies. of the wax have
- neceggitated a reduction in the number of vehicles by 15 per cent.

- That is the position today. . In spite of these conditions although buses
might, break down or roofs might leak, the Department had carried
eight million passengers last year. .To that extent 1 think the hononr-
~ ablé members- would agree with.me that Travancore can be proud of
~ the fact that in spite of dl"wultlas of . most &I&rmxng pmpmtlona, the
Transport Depm troent carries on, - |

I agree with the remarks of a previous speaker that the contrc:l of
- passengers or would-be passsngers should be -outside the vehicle and
not inside 1t. A scheme is in course of preparation which, it is hoped,
will decrease the evils now noticed at important bus. siops, whereby
police officers will assist in coatrolling the erowds awaiting ¥o board

buses und to stop the scerles 'of houhgamsm new 80 untottunately
prevalent,

.5;' | ._ oy
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I would like to take this opporiunity of expressing my apprecia-
tjon of the :remarks of Mr. Jebamony Nadar for his construciive
guggestions in regard to the problem of change, Xvery one recognises
the difficulty of obtaining changu He has made suggestions which
would go some way 1o golve that problem. The suggestions mll be
carefully considered and if pr&LtIG&ble will be introduced,

, Iinally, I would also like to inform Mr. Kochu Knl.]u tha,’r we

have nos forgetten the members of the minority communisies in regard
tothe recruitinene of staff. We have relaxed vhe rules in their case.
That is to say a member of the minorvity corumunity is not «xpected to
‘have passed the School final Kxamination. AsJong as he is able to-
do s set of questions in simple arithmetic heisselected as & conducior.
But the honourable member should not lose s1ght of the fact that due
to shortage of vehicles, additional staff is not necessary. At present no
member of the minority community is being recruited for the simple
reasan that nobody else is being recruited. There are no vacancies.

With these remarks I irust the honourable members will’ pass the
budget in the manaer in which it has bgen presented.

PRESIDENT : .Before the question is put to vote, I should 11]:.& to
make one obseryation with regard to what wus said about the Advisory
. Cowmittee. As honourable members know very well this Govern-
ment attach very great importance fo those Commitiges, I want that
it should be fully understood that it is nob lightheartediy that the
Government does not accept or delay the recommendations of these
Commilttees. The general rule has been and will he that these recom-
1pencations will' be mpiemented. If there are. over-mastering
considerations arising out of, what may be called public requirements
or general public policy, those will be the muain obstacles ihat will
stand in the way of individual recommendations of Committees being
carried out, Otherwize, Government will give the Welght that the
Committee s‘grstem requires and dem&nda Th&t Wl]l be the noliey of.

the Government.

- The question that Government be granted a sum of Es. 32 2"1-,86-3
under Demand IX—Btate Tmnsnol’n——qu put and carried, -

DEMAHIJ X— Cr.aAY REFINING AND PORGELMN
S Faorory—RS. 4,36,300.

Wr. K. N. MADHAVA PANICKER (Cera wic Exper ;‘) Sir, I beg §o move
for a-grant of is. 4,36,300 under Demuand K———DL&}; Bﬂﬁmug and Porce-

I&m F&L’ﬁor]
| Motltm No, 120

MR K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN (Kunnatmad “oum Pagur) :
b, 6M0dlE aN0Gaiweads m"\naé]ssm%ﬂgag @ ,a.0G,0. 0 0

@ermaﬂmo am @msao%ma@mm @.c:..mtﬁﬂﬂu_.m ma.ﬂ 08s

mwmmﬁyﬁﬂmmggm
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PRESIDENT : At present we are earmarking the whole of the
factory produce to war purposes. = Assoon as the waris over we have
to make nse of it tor other pumoﬂes |

Mr. K. P, KOCHUKOR A THARAKAN : @mﬂamajoa'} @M ide  auo
WONIR D OO 000 )W lySMROSaTM  TLOAIMMICe RMBBOoH] HFo
A 9 oSN B MR . AOMe dleE BoaidenSo QA 9,1 D100
Yo ua@mooés D ANBIGAANSEIEND - m*f)mogjmaﬁ@ Slawo
QIS HIBIO! AN BEM], a.ﬂmamb AN MIDIREN. O]
e 2o ilaie oo lob mamn, @demye RG] allar OBISEEONB

mﬂtﬂmma

PRESIDENT : - With a view-to remedy thal partly, the Government.
guve certain facilities for another concern' t0 come inio eXistence,
. Governmenys made up theiv minds that the China Llay that is produced

‘in the State should be btate property. But there is a great deal of «
scope for cobfage indastries in regard o pottery and its utilisation. As
a matter.of fact, T have been cunsidering recently the question of stars-
ing some of these thiags on s cotta.g{ mdustry basls on an extensive
scale. But apart from thatthereis another instifution which is coming
into existence and®which will mainly concern itself with porcelain pro-
duction. Do far-as the-present ' factory is concerned,.my idea is that it
should firat- of all serve war needs ; and after war needs are dealt
withy $he neecs ol the ({overnment Deumtments, such as the Sanitary
Depaxtiment and the P. W, D. should be attended to, and then thc,
needs of the public. ‘But I fylly realise what is passing through ihe
honourable member's mind acd I will look into that wmatter. '

Mz. K. N, MADHAVA PANICKER ¢ Sir, % so happens that, at #imes -
we geb certain articles which conform to the domestic 1use of
“the public. Itis not unusual $ha merchants' come to the Factory and

purchase them, |

Mg, K, P, KOCHUKORA THARAKAN : 1@3&150@ Qlg) AIOOEBRO and
§ololod peemze? '

MR. I( N, MADHAVA PAHICKER - Yes, we have got certain
items. - | . |
PRESIDENT : Perhaus the best plan would be that wherever
thera are thess items, some kind of information might be circulated in’
. %he various commercial centrea so that pedple mlght Luow what you
have got. -
- MR, KN MADHAVA PM\!IBKER Yes, Sir, we are thinking of adver-
tising in the papers. o L

SADASYATILAKA T.K. VELU. PlLLAl May I au—k .ii.--'.nigh"t work is
being done in the Factory now?

MR. K. N. MADHAVA PANIGKER No, Sir. Bu’i S0me departments
* such as the Kixing Depaitmeni, whmh we cannot claae, have got mght
ahlfta also.
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SECRETARIAT, ACCOUNTANT—GENERAY'S OFFICE, ELC,

SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILtAl: Can the Plant bear the
strain of this overtime work? =~ o |
Me. K K. MADHAVA PAHICKER Yasi Sir.

MR. K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAK :  soood gou Dasasmade ailabd
a3 |BRD., | -

* The motion was, by leme., withdrawn.
| 'The question what a sum of Iis. 4,36,300 be granied under Dewand
X—-Clay Refining and Parcelaun Faetory-—was put and carried. The
grans was made. | _

DEMAND XI—GUNERAL Apmmsmmmmm—:axcwmm
FINANCIAL DECRETARIAT, ACCOURTANT GLNERAL'SE
Orri0E, LrcISTATIVE Bonins AND LiocAr ¥ OND
Aunir DeraArTMENT—RSE,. 3,69,385.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAL. (Chzef Secref wy fa
Governmenty © Sir, 1 move for a grant not exceeding Rs. 3,69,385
under Demand X1—General Administration cxcluding b‘manhxal Secre-
tarial, Accountant-General’'s Oftice, Legislative Bodies ard Liccal Fund

Audit Department.

v Motion No 125

i, K. KUNJU FANIGKER Six, I maove. the fcliﬂwmg Mf}i}lon

L'o reduce the atlotment of Rs. 10,980 for Skomm id
Reporte?s by Rs. ¢00.

- Thisis intended bo point out the unnecessary sature of the new
recruits 10 the posts of shorthand JEPOI"fGI?H - Bir, I may be'permitted

to speak in Malayalam. ; |
~~ PRESIDENT : Yes. I mnever knew that stenography was 30
popular. . .o N

MR. K. KUNJU PANICKER ; marb m-w@gcﬂmod}mm% RCT
awdganocbaw’ Olez-lodegy Wlem, pHo 0 good Lo ® asoy
% oy, dilob, e cammimoqes, 608 |0mcd aslmomday
SenO0] 3 loh. odoszaIolede, OO ounameegleaiy tudadmy &
sl e aﬂm&é]mﬁ@a, mainemaglaled Gaemo aj® o Mloa
-mo NSRS D s;mmmfmo:b amﬁﬂ"]@ﬂﬁv&gﬂﬁt&@u Qmmﬂ
ad) o EOE MIAROT IS laig]i0s @Y | qv ‘amaleld oM
admnle MloRAMAEw KaIeIMa MSTPHMEMmMR &I FTAD,
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Ma.-KANNANTHODATH JANARDANAN NAIR : v  cdloamasde ot

o’ @las’ udailoy . Sazlaysmosg) MSeOOMBE 2

Ma. K. KUNJU PANIGKER 1 @NEgUOOmIe @ leso. ng)mﬁm |
ailes moisamada s0Q)3 mloalsemmowigoem @wosmamgy.
aud, 20a ablgjodgerandoled @SEAWIAD €I00)T o @
O @ 0 UHEEe0L! atiny g lderudaliny®adiansmd @DEje0E,
500000 s lagime Aigfldleasmiode mailes o o 0 oo
L0060 QB0 MEMEAYIAW GA00IM GYLBADIMN - ABISHRS af)
D ANMNITd BT mMammume"Lg_,r A@ MPWOAOIMBOW NI
0ODEMa.IBlmsMm@Iw] | alMmgaier.  eMeod0lay 860180 )

288 s @moqcﬂmaﬂaégomwm wlowlsemens o eog eoe 810

¢ ‘Jomsmmﬂe;a O BB OWHEM Mowommamﬂmm YR OEHINB

| o an']manbrmca:mod]mﬂm mmﬂ'm Qg)mﬂmﬂ’]@amm D BIQD
DS mmem 0 0-0 0 0ddaie amhmlcmm 2ainopayo goyfae

o’]@t\orbgocmaé QNG . BVASD @;;qmogamcgqg o ammqbrm']
mﬂm 3@ lwAme S woejo DEEEHS 10100 [aserD. |

MR. M. L. JANARDANA PILLAI : a_;ruﬂcr:ammmﬂg m']m:m']msm.{scmm&'
maﬂms:&;mmmmmom a_lrzﬂcaﬁwcn:ocgmwa ruo2anlnj0jo @smaﬁl
@_mmmasm& | leato? |

MR, K. KUNJU PANICKER: q@@ B:Joa:cwmm:) s cﬂcgﬂaégcbm &
5@@!3 alysed2e ® @D faaaaamﬂaﬁ @000 mmmmamﬂﬂmﬂ.

&

“MR. M, L. JANARDANA PILLAI : enil. og)-0906069000  @os\@ow!
g0o¢0 ey’ oY@ @Wo nmcmam SRBWQYO O PN mm&@sm gau0q

@l pOFRIMES O smcmrbcﬂﬁa @0 wea0?

Me. K.-KUNJU PANICKER : mm’]sam@mmrb £.0% a'.ymy%mlmma.
D0OND’. EO0IOS rmafmqycﬁ\mﬂmw {ms’]ﬂummmg:‘sm']wam B0

.'jmmm@ wm‘ymnﬂmm&lg w1060 ae®.  gqgi0lee R0Qe alo.

A | 1 -
[,

'”‘c’)ﬁﬁgm" manedgpoa’satodlem amem lesmaoend’ DO @,

mudalloy @GSINUGes MHPDAW EIEAHOD O @ISO oG

6 8009 HURID®B) G‘ﬂ@@(‘ﬁﬂﬁﬁ: MSORIMNG’ . AROEWORJARY.

MR, KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM : g0 o_lmlqu;ﬂ@.mmommmﬂﬂ
mm.mgmacnﬂg gy o8I 0o am‘@aﬁ]mamag S
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.~ SECRETARIAT, ACCOUNTANT-GENLRAL’'S OFFICE, E‘I‘C. ~

MR. K. KUNJU PARICKER: e@ amadg aniada esav 0q, Q(Tbﬁ..l(tﬂﬂm |
Qg 01062 BLNOARTRAIL) ISRERMMON - @VOIQ).  &00g | @ lamny
PSEWO EOOFS.| OlAMQYESEWO OSMOQ EWIC, MO 03] |86c0d ol
. Poag@g). HeOMOC: eRoellenigIeR) ©LOUOD ER0W)® B InhKQ S

MR. K. R. NARAYANAN: goeg 190 qudalimled goleamaudas es
(U 0QIQeHAYe Al OIS 0I0MVINIGWQ0, @AVAUSE o lOlo
ma;.-eamndi G)asegcﬁe&nin @OQ&M({:'MO@J amn du'mﬁ,@’}gﬂm Qjcal
Uﬂ:ﬁﬁ;:ﬁ:@n ﬁlmgﬁhmﬂﬁ)m&imﬂ o.lgd QJUEI’H\S%Q&D @_Gmb? |

Ma. K, KUNJU PANICKER : amo@le@cdo @an ! agyomisemaw  agyedles
aomgylanamlay.  @eoumem egoeilwieilolsaamaid ag)mno a g}

 SMOTld SO0 HRBDIEMSLI0.

SADASYATILAKA T.K. VELU PiLLAI: I wisk to Lnaw Whethel &ny

appeiniment has been muade to these posts.
MR. K. KUNJU PANICKER : agyoldR @nolsomeso.

R. KANNANTHODATH JANARDANAN NAIR: Sir, I want fo know
whether the appointments were made by the Public Service Commis-

sioner.
MR. K. KUNJU PANICKER : adeni & )ae qudallny éanflavemossns qud

worem @Y E)M IwaAmo NSEOMENSD - 801 188 ) HON WO HEM q.g)m

ey laice mOleoqeysd |

PRESIDENT : The Chief Secretary will be ab]e to answer ’th&t
guestion.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G, PARAMESWARAN FILLAI . Su 1 may at olce
say that theve is no ground for cniertaining sush appmhenmonc No
rule has been enunciated by the Government with regard to the recruit.
uient of these two &ddltl()ll&] hands with & vigw- to sapersede "exigting

‘hands.  On the other hand this was merely a question of recruitment
by an efficiency test which was open to members of the estdblishment

here~—and not oily hexe but throughout the Statt who.are supposed §0

be shorthand writers - as well as othors,
MR. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAl: Was there a.ny advertisemenst Invige

Ing applications? . : |
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAl ¢ Yes, there was the

widest advertisement.
"MR. KANNANTHODATH JANARDANAN  NAIR: May 1 know whether

the test was gonducted by or under the yuspices of (iovernment ?
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: Tt was not. con-
ducted directly by Governwent but iv was conducted under the aUspices
of the 'I‘mmmore Shorthand Writers' Association which hag been re-
cognised by Government as an ipstitution Whmh will func:lalon for such

purpose.
Vol. XXII, No 8.
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MR. K. KUNJU PANICKER : @0@6 -roerg oudoSimulod sneldnamalas
0 AN AUNIMe OBISAEBWQo BB IO oo
- alod a-ltm’]m* G@%*ﬂﬂﬂﬁ. m?m}abac&@a 8.1V EAMIND e
- eRglagdome. '

o @@gﬂﬁ(}o rodaliorled OO IARMOLEHS (RJIN AW m’lcﬂ;@g(},g’]
siqo agyadley, dmuleRo altltemla)  @IEPIarad O Fanoam
elemydmoe A aItlenaig) Oloame MSEmEMeBINIGSTS  qyad)
mad €.0108)2)0mIC agyDisnclwocd anslay.  egeoom adloods
epdolsowile @R lseHT @ggoeﬂca@ggﬂod? Al olVRes Ao
@@ammﬂmoc{aﬁ; @mdgﬂm.raﬂm @ﬂl‘:mmg.m ng)mn']asgjmﬂv} DO

R GenIoe )@MW BldRe. @D IeAs  agallayjmbary] G090
OO AlOGAT Mo A3 n..iru\c&mm%f @ aI0lSM I Ao ﬁ@"i%
OQUI0RE BOVIMOMID RINDIDIMEOTERY, N IRAMe  T.SOPANY
QOORE).  DEIMIASS. ol0leM af)8e{0Te @M LG OSAU OO @D
OQIIPAR AIOBOM00ES| WRYGRIATIINREILOG:  alEwildio ) OmIR)
SO al9HNBEING Mde  CRID)OWLL GOF HS 6 _gfﬂ,g']momﬂ,
mmmmsoo o @dbom HWIG 2O leaen  mledldaaaaameg
T e Mp) HOPASRIANION OO @Bl IWe.  EWELED] o

snaocaacm t‘n’ﬂm}@ma agi@aciig)e (t&‘}"'j CTT)QJS ’miﬂ! m@@’]cﬂlmzmo.
TQ@ODHING AJOCRVIINER aIDIHM A cg,mmﬂgm_ﬁa gl
oy Jod @m’]mmmms wlslwodglewme WO OENQo  ®DAIW
smIL) aOG2MIMD QOISR BVIERE0C0 DR ANMDIMEOMY, O
 RIGBMD am']ma,;u MR, IS0 @alles 2o@agy
200 a.o”\gﬂomgamdbmﬁ:@gmgo | GERam DY agyablajodaul &5&93“
wacﬂ;ﬂﬁs}mmg@_mlmmﬁb AL ool le oo 'ag')nﬁln%johnv'\
S0 PO HG STUAAQ | AUBHAMIN”  afOo  GOEIEI0wo.
OO0 agam?gsucmm% MO g u(m@ mﬁjﬁm’]&:‘;%
OBMOBH D ' ’ &

PRESIDENT :  What test would the honourable muﬁ{hu recont
mend for a shorthand reporter?—ihat he bhOUlt’I take down speeches in
shorthand, I suppose:

| M. KUNJU PANICKER : WU]%%%@'J@% @Ol © SAM ag)g?mﬂag)gé@
. @msaamcgowm% rmamb SSQY  agyme amocd ailaiolsam.

PRESIDENT :  Ave ‘nhey nek having what may. be called in hourly
or daily fest eaamln&’nmnf I8 it not like our lawyer’s P Of&u":-lf.)ﬂ: with
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sn examinafion almost avery day ? May I take it that the honourable
member would be willing that the services of the persons who are un-
ablle to tuke down what is spoken should be dispensed with ? Will the
honoursble member consent to that? If that is the general sense, thak
will be applied, but ¥ may tell you it will not be very wholesome, Buj
aq 8 matter of fact, 1 have found nrogressive deterioration in tha short-

hand wiiting standards here, , .

iR, KANNANTHODATH JANARDANAN NAIR . I support the motion:
In doing so I am not concerned with the mpuoudments made now. I
have only congratalations to offer fio those individuals who have guali-
fied themsalves in the test and secured to themsslves the posts. ~ Bui
what I op»ode is the method of the appoinfments and the principles in-
volved.  Sir, tha honourable Chief Secrctary was telling the House that
the test was conductad by an ovganisation approved by Government and
that on the recommendation of that organisation two individuals were

&ppomtef" in those places.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G, PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: May I just point
oub that that assocration or institution has only recommended to Govern-
ment foup names out of whom the Government were 10 select two.

. MR, KANNANTHGDATH JANARDANAM NAIR: Yes, Sir. I will correct -
myself. So fhat olgan1qatlou recommended four names ;out of which .
two were to be selecied by Goverrment, The question is on a parely
techuical matier and so the recommendations of the association were
attended to. 'There are other dsparxtments where we might say this
principle will apply, For example, take the Education Department,
where sewing mistress:ss Bhagavathars, Drill Masters and people with
similar techniscal skill are appointed. 'Where are somie associations and
iraining sehools for sush people. - If these technically skilled people
form themselves into associations and get the recognition of Gevernment,
each of these as3ociations, according.to this principle would be able to

vecoyamend people for appointments.

PRESIDENT : Just so. The Government of Madras and the Gov-
ernment of India nominate their Physical Instructors on the recom-
mendations of the Y. M, C, A. School of Physical HEducation. Simi-
larly with regard to various other departments like Survey, FEungineering,
(Geology, Mining, ete,, and similarly various non-official associations .ave
recognised Dby the Govemrueut of Indla, and the Government of
Medras.

MR. E{ANNANTHDDATH JANARDANAN NAIR : If the orgamﬂatlon can
gend an Adviser to the Public Service Commissioner it would beall right.
But 7o ask or to allow the .associafion, whatever that asscciation may |
be, ta conduct a test and selec,t four names and shen to select two out
of that, does nos seem to he a goold principle. I think it swould in fact
be & uegation of the powers delegated to the Public Survwe Commis- .
signer.  With these words I support the motion.

MR. M. SIVATHANU PiLLAI: Sir, with very great dlffldence I per-
suade myself to oppose this motion and 1shall proceed straightaway to
offer my reasons for such opposition, provided, you give me  profection
to have the privileges of & member. .
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MR. KANNANTHODATH JANARDANAN NAIR: Sir, it is an insinug.
tion against other honourable members. |

‘PRESIDENT : Tvery honourable member \has the privilegs to
spenk whatever he wants and not be assaulted,

- MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: T am afraid the assault may take ane
other form in truncating my SPeech by the shorthand reporters whoge
work I 1utend to show presently 1s not satisfaciory. Dut I shall prossufly
go into the c;ul:qer't I am always considered to be a .frank and out-
spoken speaker, Taking admnmgu of that position I PlOCE‘ad to give -
Iy reagons.

T have bezu in the Lemsl&tme for the last so many years, tha
number of which I am not ab present able $o count. In fact, I am sap-
posed by the other members to have grown grey in the service of the
Tiegislature. In 1y early days I had very good experience of having my
speeches reported almost correctly by the then veporters of the Liegis-
lature. And in those days I was supposed, and even grantel by the
reporters themselves that I wasa very tempestuous speaker ; so-much.
so it was very difficult for them to report my sweech in the shorthand
geript. Yet I fouad their renorting very satisfactory.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER : Hear, hear.

Mr. M. SIVATHANU PILLAY: Whatever the views of other -honoup-
able members be, as indicuted by the “Hear, hear”, the fact is when
the speeches are presen’ued to me nowadaygs for correction, they awere
ugnally in a bald or truncatad form. Nowadays I am also de\elopmu g
capacity to forget things then and there. Naturallys when the apeaches
are brought to me for corvechion, sometimes I growl at the reporter
not being uttérly unable fo recall my speech. Then he would say, “After
all what should T do ? -. I cannot follow you, You will speak with a
rapidity that will surpass the electric current.” But all the saume, they
bring your sneeches the next day as though 1t were the one delivered
on $he floor of the Houss.

PRESIDENT : I can assure the honourabie member that it isa {re-
quent practice. . | .

© MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAl ; I is, Sir, Sometimes ! iry by reading
the report of the speech made by., say, Mx. Tolson, o vefresh my me-
mory on what he has spoken the previous day. Then also I fecl “Ha
never spoke like this. - The speech appears in the report’in an albo-
gether different form from what I peaxd”. That 1s the result of my
comparison of the speeches of other honourable members.

h I must traly admit, Sir, thaé our shorphand reporters lapoltmg {:
hopelessly below the mmh perhaps with one or two exceptions.  That
I must confess. In fact, now, Mr. Kanja Panicker may turn round

~ and a8k me, “Why did not the member bring this to the notice of ihe

Government before this time”. I can only answer I am a person who

is always aifer big gawes and not after small games, 1 am a believer

in the principle of ‘Liive and let live’ particulaalyin respect of Govern-
metﬁ; employaeﬂ mth a salary of Ra. 200 and below,
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MR. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAI: May I raige & simple matter? dowe
of us who are supposed 1o kncw English rather well, cannot eamly fol-
low the honourable member who spsaks sofast, aad can it not bs the
reagon why the reports are not up to the mark? -

PRESIDENT : Did uot the honourable member listen to the houour-
able member’s reference to a tempest ¢ 1 lay particular stress on the
word ‘bempest.’ (Liaughter,) | :

" MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: Just the reverse of what the “near, hesr’
implies. What I am saying is that the speeches as at present reported
are nob identical with that actually. delivered and sg the level of report-
ing in shorthand is not which I expect from tbe shorthand réporters.
That must be admitted. It may be iallright fov those members who
have got enough leisure so that they take hoine the reports, given by
the reporters, and if the reports are absolutely useless, make whatever
‘cgrrections they think are necessary. Sometimes, the corrected speech
Lecomes an essay and not a speech. * | |

MR M. R. NARAYANA PILLAI : May I know whetherat 1s aliowed
under the rules to change the speeches? ~ |

Mg, M. SIVATHANU PILLAl: It wmay not be allowed under the
rales, but we know we do it. I confess that I have myself done 1,
because there is no posgibility of having a good report unless you do
so. In my case, the memory alsois short. Hence it is found my printed
speeches sometimes may vot be the real ones I delivered on the floon

-

of the House. Perhaps the honourable member Mr. M, i, Narayuyna

Pillai may nov have the good fortune to get speeches rvo-written good.

and printed. " |
PRESIDENT : It was on one occasion remarked that the speech

supposed to have been delivered by an honourable membes of the Cen-
tral Gevernmens was the speech that he intended fo deliver, but not
acbually delivered; that he spoke only [or about five minutes but that
the speech as reported, occupied about eight or nine columns., It was
pointed vat, at that time, that it was a speech whichi he intended to
deliver, but did no: jdeliver actually, No definite answer was forth-
coming, but it was assumed so. | _
MR. M. SIVATHANY PILLAI: That was only on one occasion. Sir,
T shall take you into my confidence and confess. | _
PRESIDENT : All there outhursts of confidence are ‘unnecessary,
The honourable member may proceed. - -
| MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: That is a general ' policy adoptsd
slmost uniformly by ths members here. That may be {reely admitted.
After all, there nie not very many peuple otber than oavselves who
may carry gll these outsider. = - -

PRESIDENT: Butb the hononrable member .i'guores_fhnse.ben-:hes'

oceupied by the Press, | - .
Mg. M. SIVATHANU PILLAJ: DBut they are not able to follow me.
There is no doubt that reporting at present, is bad here.. If the

ability to report correctly is the desideratum for a shorthand reporter's

L
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[ My, M, Sivathanu Pilllai-]"

place, and if some of the nresent incumbents canuot be said to have
that ablhty, what I would suggest is not to send them away but to seng
them from this sphere of activity tio some other sphere where they. will
be found anseful. Only those with these qualificasions which will form
the only criterion for the appointment of & shovthand reporter should

find the legitimate sphere of work here. But .at pleseni 1t must be
" conceded that it i8 not up to the gtandard that we eRXpect.

Mz. D. C. JOSEPH (Nominated) - May I know from the honour-
able member whether 1t may not be due to the fact that they are not
able to hear what the meinbers are speaking 1o this Hail ? .

Mg, M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: There way be that difficulsy a1s0.
Thev mmay be asked fo take lotatmg 5eats ]ust in front of the membem
here, Dven then with the expertence I have with the present day
shorchand renorting, I cannot say, that I am satistied with it.

PRESIDENT : As a matter of fact, I am glad thab the question has
been raiged. I have been thinking for some time, having regard to
the reports of the speeches I get, that i1t is very probable that the re-
porters are unable to hear the honourable members, and tha is proba-
bly the real secret. As My, Sivathanu Pillar has snggasted, a kind of
rotating seat in the centre may be provided for theshorthand repozters.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: I may Inform thig
honourable House, Sir, that this will be arranged.

ViR, M. R.NARAYANA PILLAl: I had sent a chart of arrangements
of seating accommodation, with the shorthand reporters’ places right

in the gentre.
PRESIDENT :* Quite ught

Wr. M. SIVATANU PIAL: If a high level of shorthand reporting is
necessary, L for one think that, in view of the level of reporting here,
thete must be & stringent test to test the capacity of the shorthand
raporters. -Why should we not allow shorthand reporters to be direct-
ly recruited after a severe and good test examination. How does this
stand'in the way of the so-called pmmecres of & Graduate of a University?
Whesher 2 man is a Graduale or Graduate-in-Iiaw, what we want -
is only reporting in shorthand and that efficiently. We want only
the capacity 1o report in shorthand. We do not want the man to
recapitulate the whele of Bury’'s History of Guresce. We want short-
hand reporters to do reporting efficiéntly, to follow the speeghes with
electric rapidity. I, for one, would support Government in the matter -
of holding a test for recruiting persong directly, That is the first point.
| The second point is this. I rcad the motion again, With the
little knowledge of English 1 have, because I am not a Graduate I find
in'it the words *‘unnecessary nature of the recruits”. If that is so,
they should not be appointed. I wanb to elicit information from
Government as to whether the recruits are good-natured ov bad-
natured., (Laughter.) If they are ill-natured, I do not want them.
If their conduct is bad, they must be driven oubt. If, as a matter of
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fact, there is some fruth in the  stalement ha.? the present rcuorting
requires improvement, why should we not allow Government to take
the responsibility for getting correct reports ?

I have also another matfer to bring to the notice of Government.
- 1 find po provision for Tamil reporting in this Legislature. A Tamil
reporter of the Police Department is asked to come here and take down
Tamil speeches. Hrom -my past experience, I can say that the report
of my Tanil speeches are not at all coYrect. Competent Tamil
rapcrters may, therefore, be recruited, | -

- SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAI ; Slr I also wish io speak on
this very important mnofion because much depends upon the way in
which speeches made 1n this House are reported and made available to
us and to the outside world.". My object shall be 1o smoothiidown the
differences and to try to make an adjustment betwnen d-:stmr.,the and
copstructive suggesbions. |

[ happened to be the Chairman of the bhmthan'l Writers’ Confer-
ence held in Trivandrumn abont seven years ago, in which you, iy,
were the President. I had then occasion to talk frcely to ﬂewral
stenographers who cauie irom different parts of the country. I found
very able men. and I also found indifferently able imen; in the last
clags, I need nobv mention, there were very few indeed. The shorthand
writer’s work is, I need hardly point out, one of exceptional diffieulty.
Knowledge, patience, application, nerve, inteligence and a capacity 1o
take an optimistic view—theSe ave all required. 1 remember, Sir,
~ that I stressed certain points on that occasion gver which there was a

dispute between the Chairman of the Reception Committee and the
President. But, of course, the Chairman of the Reception Comimiithe,
though & man of experience, had very much less cxperience than the
President.
Now, Sir, shall T ho pumlttud to mention one or lwo wmatbers?
. When I first. became a member of the Leglsl&tule I used the expros-
sions : “Malik the weavers”, “fying sentry-box”, and “Prince Hussain’s
tapestry”’. ‘Somebow, when these things were written down by the
shorthand writers of that period, they came to me more than once with
a very humble application fur exnlanation of the language used by me.
Such instanees have oecurred later too. In those days, shorthand
writing wag & very new ogcupabion in this Btate. Now it is sufhciently.
p0pula1 and we have been greatly benefited by shorthand writers. T
should not vmit to mention on the floor of the House that we have
‘among the shorthand writers attached to the Liegislature men of very
great apphcatmn and very greab ability. At the same tizne, Su;, while
regognising the fact that they are doing well, that most of them do well,
that they work onder difficulties nowadays on account of the ancoustic
defects of this Hall-—-——-ﬂotwlthatandmg all that on the credit side, on
their debit. side, it is my duty to say that, I find detelm ation 1 1epuu-=
ing in this Assembly.
Now, Sir, 1 am one who behwes normally n the capacity of
(::r&duatas, and ordinarily I should advocate preferential treatment’ to
" be given to Graduates. But shorthand writing is a subject in which i
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i not History or Physics or Mathematics which will count as much g4
other qualities, I need not mention particularly the fact, Sir, thas
nnless & shorthand writer is sufficiently educated, he will not be able
to report speeches ; he will mutilate. words; he will destroy and murdep
ideas, - So that for a shorthand writer the test whether he is qualified
would he whether he is able to take down what has fallen from u map
who speaks with a wealth of ideas and faciliry of expression, I know,
Siv, some 1pstances; but I-um not going to mention the instances, I
know ol one pd:lhcll]chl centleman who has got very great cxperience
of taking down In %hmthand faithiully and o his mastor 8 adinirg-
tton, ideas and expressions and sentimenbs which conre down with great
mpldusy and volume. That gentleman is not & Graduate. Now, Sir,
what 18 it tha! shorthand wrltmg is 1nfended for?  HEncourage Gm.
duaies : I shall bethe first to vote for it, But do notb discourage otheps
who are not Gradoatcs. I am speaking with the permission of friends
whosc names I am not going to mention—one of whom 1 may say is
. looking west and the other is looking north in this very House. I have
very often theught that though I elaim to know a listle bit of Kinglish,
though I have tried to make: vmyself famijiar ~with Hnglhsh ideas and
expressions, when these Ffwo or three gentlemen speak HEmglish, I
always think that there are always people In this ¢ountiry who can talk
English bet*el 1nore ﬂuently, morec effectively and more soberly than I.
can do. Thmeforf Sir, beiung a Graduate should not be the test, The
test shoulid be the othel, namely, the ability to do reporting correctly,
I do not want to take up the time of the House any more. Liet me
recognise once more, and give public expression to this sentiment, that
if a Graduate, along with This béing a Graduate, is able to be a good
stenographer, who ¢an correctly and faithfully take down speeches
however fast and eloquent, by all :means give him encouragement,
But for the reason thal bne is not a Graduate, il he is really superior
to the Graduate ; the [act that he 1s not » Graduate should not go

agarnst him. That is my first suggestmn,

The second thing is with regurd bt initial appomtmunts The rule
must be that those whr;:- are in the service must be preferred. But
when iv has been stated here by cerfaih of my friends, and 1t has also
fallen from the Chaiy, that the standard of reporting repuires a- pulling
up. it is not for me o oﬂer any suggeskion as to who should be appoints
ed or should net be appointed. I have got a right and duty to say
that we want the best shorbhand reporter. " 1f Government are satisfied,
and if those who are conducting Government, especially the gentleman
. at the Head, who hus had cXperience of shorthand wiiung in different |

parts of India and the world, if they suy that a particular man 1s worth
having, by all mneans sappoint him. At the sawe time, give all cn-
| -cumcbgemem to those who ave in the serviee whether they are repmt

ing in English, Malayalam or Tamil.

!
.S
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M. K. S. SEBASTIAN (Chengavincherry cum' Peeirmade): Sir, now
that calm has come after the storm and tempest raised by Mr,
Qivatharu Pillai, | want 10 say a few words in defence of the short-
hand sriters heve. I should say that it iy due to no fault on their
- part that some mistakes are creeping in. It is primarily due to the
. disadvantageous-seating position they are given at the extremity of
the Hal! from where they are nol able to hear the words uttered dis-
tinetly. So T would suggest that the reportors must be asked to sit in
a mmorz convenient and central place fyrom where the spesches would be
more audible to theni. | -

Another point 1 want to suggest is with regard to the proposed
recruitment.. It is better that equal counsideration is given.to the
.gervice as well as to the cfficiency test. Why nob take in 50 per cent
from the service and 50 pzr cent from the skilled hands ? For this
purpose an arrangement could be made with the Public Service Com-
missionet In consultaiion with the Shoxthand Writers' Association-
These are all the remarks that 1 have to offer.
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~ MBR. M. L. JANARDANA PILLAI:  Sir, the point that has been mainly
advanced by the honourable member, Mr. Kunju Panickar, is that when
there are able and efficlent reporters in service they should be given
encouragenient and promotions and the necessity for the two new ap-
pointments would not arise. 1 the reporters now in service are found .
to be sufficiently cap&bia to report the proceedings of this legislative
body in the moss efficient manner posmble 1 do not think the necessity
for appointing two more men would arise. It was suggested thatthe
scoustic defects of this hall are also partly responsible for bad report-
ing. 1 wasa member even when the meetings of this House were
held in the Victoria Jubileer Town Hall. The standard of reparting
then also was not as good as one would wish. Personally s; eaking, I
have had ample opportunities of knowiog how shorthand reporting
should be conducted. A good deal of reporsing takes place in regard to
various newspapers and such bodies like the Lisgisletiures and private
firms. A great deal of ability is required to handle the HEnglish
langnage sorrecily and follow with quickness the speaker who is make
ing.speechios on-the floor of the House. 'These are the main considera-
tions which should weigh in thz selection of any shorthand reporter
who uay be employed for the purpose of reporting speeches. Some-
. bimeg in the specches we find many things reported which we never
gaad E&t all. If by any oversight they are not corrected and they h&ppen
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to be published, what will be their effect ? I'hese difficulties will have
to be overcome especially in these days when Liegislative Councils have
got to maintain their reputation. And when Travancoie and its Legis-
lature are coming into ourlegitimaie reputation. vhorthand revorting lias
 gotits own funotions to discharge. Therefore our reporters must have
~ the requisite qualifications for reporting the speeches correctly, Correct
language must be used in reporting and the reports should be correct.
s not the mere fact that the existing methiod now in vorue and which
we have becn acoustomed to during thése several years is fanlty, suffi-
clent justificativn for the appointment of persons who are more quali-
fied and mors competent than the men who ane gt the jobnow?

One other thing Mr. Kunju Panickar pointed out was that the new
vecruits are not University men. It has beer very rightly pointed out

. by several gther honourable iiembers that University Degree alone is

not the criferion by which the abilify of & shorthand reporter has to be
decided. If gne would carefully go fthrough the names of the variouns
shorthand writers ergagedin the Indian Liegislative Assembly in Delhi,’
the Provincial Liegislatures, or m ihe offices of newspapers such as the
Times of Tadia, Statesman and other newspaners, one would invariably
find that it i1s not graduate shoriband writers who are able to do that
work in & very efficien® wmanner bud in many cases probably the non-
mairiculates. Bir R 5. Sarina, while speaking on the sut:jects pointed
out that it 15 not the University Degree. alone which should serve as
the best test for efficiency but that there are many osher tesis as well.
. But the hozourable member My, Knnju Panickar pointed ogt that Uni-
versitv education ought to be the guiding factor in deciding the capaocity
of a man to be chosen for that particular place. We owe a great duty
both to ourselves and to our posterity and, as was remarked by Mry.
Pandarathil, posterity will necessarily go through the pages of the
- procecdings of this legislature. If they are very correctly reported
aund published, posterity, when they go through the pages of the pro-
ceedings, would know what we have heen doing in these days.  Judging
from that steudard we want very excellent reporters to take shorthand
notes of the speeches that are madein this House. If the men now in
service are alone given promiotion, 1 am afraid, it 13 not likely to im- -
prove the sfandard that we have been experiencing in this ’Hopse nor
are they likely to acquire greater speed, knowledge or acsuracy in such
reporting. meraly because they are promoted. . With these words, I

-~ very stoutly oppose Mr. Kunju Panickar's motion. -

- Mr. C. JEBAMONY NADAR : When I read this motion I thought
that the honourakle mover meant that these appointinents were un-
nécessary because the motion reads--"%o point ounk the unnecessary

. npature of the new recrnits to the posts as shorthand reporters.” and the
 amount sought to be reduced 18 Rs. 600. ‘But after hearing the mover.
T had to change that view as the mover attacks the principie of selec-
tion. -Whenever u graduate gets an appointment, his minc} geems to he
working for getting a still better place aud higher pay. So if & graduate-
~ ghorthand reporber is selected, his mind will be 'eng&ged'm&mly i thak

#
¢
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direcition. On the other hand if he be an undergradnate, he wil] think
“l have no other go. 1 must prove that 1 am fit for the place.”” Yo he
- will work with all bis mind and soul to give entive satisfaction, A shout-

- hand- tv[uf:i, in ordex to reporb a speech correctly, nust ‘have g very Keen

ear. Homust also bo smart. Some of the honouvable wembers speak
so Hluently.. |

PRESIBENT - And there swo n: Ly 107 erTipblons,

MRr. C. JEBAMONY NADAR @  He wust be smurt and a,{.teutne 1o note
all that.  Then onlycould e be a suceessful shorfhand writer. When
& Wan remains in service for some years, his powers of hearing ang
writing would be declining. Again, thereis another difficulty. So far
a3 certain reporbers aré concerned, they iore or less presume what the
meinbers are likely to say. Bo they veport the speeches just as they
~ presuwzes When khey cotne up for correcion we find that they are nct
at all our speeches. We, however have very often to adopt the shout-
hand reports as our speeches, In order to avoid such defects I think
it i3 neces’ary tv fry new wen. So 1 do not think that I could suvport
the motion on any grouna. I therefors oppose it.

Mr. D, C. JOSEPH: In ppposing the gut niotion, I should say 2
word or two 1 defence of the Shorthand Reporiers. Members on this
-gide of the House are sometimes unable to heal even the ringing sound
of the President. The poor reporters who are seated in q:mh digtant
“seats from heré will not be able to hear clearly the speeches made by
$he honourable jnembers. The fourth estate exporiences she dissili-
ties very much. The electric fans are mamnly rasponsible for the dis-
sipabion of the sound. 8o, Government should make better arrange-
. ments for the procesdings 1o be reported coxrectly. Thney know how
to deal with these shorthand reporiers. I do not think that the ex-
1gting reporters are not doing their work sutistaciorily under the emstmg
condilions. The proposal of the Government is very wise, Ifis In
the mterests of Lhe’ Leglslmture a8 & whole, So I very stoutly oppose
the mozon, | |

PRESIDENT : We have practically spent neariy an hour over ihe

uestion of -shorthand yeporters. We have got only an huur more for |
this Demand.
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RAJTASEUAPRAVINA G. PARM“ESWAHM PILLAL . Sir, T must confess
that I did nok expect that this matter will gwe rooi tor such len crthy
debate on the floor of the House. After having listened 'o the debete
I can say that there is hardly any_ differenze of opinion belween the
honourable'members and the Governwient.  In the matter of recruit-
men$ to these two addifional posts on Rs. 100-125, Government will "
certainly take into consideration the efficiency of the candidates avails

able, both among those who are a.hmdv in service and those who have
competed for the test. |

I'may be permitted to joint oul thai there are ak pteacm a siaff of ©
- ghorthand veporters which consists of niue meml. ws, of whom there ig |

one on Rs. 100-125, two oa Rs. 75-100 and six on L. 40-70 lnuludmg
two Malayalam shorthand vreporters. I may say for the inforinasion of
the lionourable member, Mr. Narayanan, that so. far as the pay and
prospects of the M‘L]ﬂ;y&fam Reyoltms are concerned, thoy have been
brought to the same level as the Fnglish Shorthand Reporters and
- that they are on the Rs. 40-70 gvad:. Toruieriy, we had two Shoxt-

hand Keporters who were nmdmtes, who filled she posts on. Bs, 100-

125.  Two of them have gone Dut O ethu duly. .
able and eiﬁc:ant 11180 -

Mi. K. KUNJU PANICKAR: Were thoy gf&fluatea,‘?f;“

They weére very -
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RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G, PARAMESWARAN PILLAL: - They were gradu.
ates in Tiaw. DBoth of them have been promoted as Tahsildars ; one
of sher is working as ‘uhsildar and the other 1s placed on other duty.

| There is a rule, which I am sure the honourable members are
aware of, and it is +haf under the :Public Service Recruitment Rules,
only’ g”bhwfea are eligible for places on Rs. 100-125 in the Secretariat
and also in other depmtmente Among those who are left over after
those persons left the Sectetariat, there is not even one Graduate in
the Rs. 75-100 or Rs. 40-70 scale who could be promoted to the grade
of lis, 100-125. 'l'he Government, thervefore, found that suitable men
could be obtained only if an attm@tixfe salary were offered, There are

only two places ia the scale of Rs. ¥5-100. (Government considered
that it might be useful to add two more places on Rs. 100-125 and it
was the iden of Government to fill up these pdsts by competent persons
who might prove very efficient for the discharge of the onerous duties
of the Reporter, Those in service were also allowed . to compete

for the two posts referred to. I need - hardly point out that thisisa
place which 1ﬂquues-*s,pecml skill and special knowledge. As I said,
every opportunity was given to'those 1n service and outside to compeia

for this test.
“o far ag the Htast i#g concernad, there has been some amount of
misapprehension entertained by some of the members on the other

side thab it was conducted by an Association which was reeognised by =

the G-ojgra'rﬂmf-nt for the puarpase, It 18 unnecessary to remind_ the
Housze that the fornplate respongibility in regard to the appoiniments
or recruitment to these places rests with Government and Govern-
ment alone, and shey have only solicited the assistance of a.body whieh,
to all intents and purposes, may be vegarded as competent t0 make s -
recommendation, The Government are not bound to accept their
recommendation. 1But the Government must be assisted in this task
by some other body ox instijution which may be reﬁalded as competent
to do so |
iR, KANNAN'I HUDATH JANARDANAN NAIR: Did the Govarnmanﬁ
scelz their advice or the Association volunteered advice? -
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: Their advice was
requisitioned. The' Shorthand writers’ Association is a recognised body
for the purpose of recruijment fo the Public Service. This matter was
placed before the Public Sexrvice Commissioner and the yules now pro-
vide that the Public Serviee Advisory Committee has o be iold about
it. It will be seen from the annusl Administration Report of the
Public Bervice Deparbment that this particular institution has been
recognised as a liaison institution for the purpose of . making recom-
mendations. If, ag a matter of fact, we find that "there are persons in
service' and who have put in long gervice and who are efficient and de-
serving of promotion, their cases will be considered and the recruitment
will be made in the best inferests of efficiency as well as service.  On
- this assarance, 1 hope that Mr. Kunju Panickar w111 ses his way to

withdraw the motion, o

PRESIDENT: Befare thla motion is put 1o the vote, a8 very wide
issues have been raised, although I shall farther trespass on the limited

$ime which is available for this grant, I must gay afew words, [lu the
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firsh plmce with regard to the Gtovernment requesting the services of
Associatioss like the Shorthand writers’ Association, honourable mem-
bers who speak on that matter evidently do not realise that every
Barister-at-law is neither a graduate of a university nor 1s he other than
s member of a private ¢bhody. Hach of the Inner Temples 183 private
body and every so-called Barrister-at-law is only a member of & purely
private body recognised by the Government of England and entitled to
advise them as G 'who should practise.  And the Government of
England and the Courts of England, from the I.ord Chancellor down.
-_wa,rds, allow, and for 800 years have allowed, the Barrister-at-law to
practise.  In England o man who has passed the M. L., LL, D,, and
obher similar eXaminations 1s not allowed to practise, but & member
-approved by & private body, 13 alone allowed 10 practise in the Courts
of Liaw. . Slmll&lly, in regard to the Association of Medical wen in
England which is a private body. 1t ig only the examinations of private
‘bodies that are recognised by "Gavernment. If is the private bodies
which make recoonmendafions to the Government in regard to appoint-
ments, So this is nothing new. As a matter of fact, in European and
American countries, it 18 private bodies alone which make recommend-
abion even to the biggest appointments of State. And examinations
conducted by the Government are not regarded as of such value as
those of responsible private bodies like the Iuns of Court or the Zoolo-
gical Society. Mo person will be appointed as the Supsrintendent of
a Zoo unless be is a Fellow of the Zoological Society. Nobody wiil be
avpoin.ed as a Professor of Adtronomy unless he is o member of the
Astronomical Sociely. Similarly with the Royal Scciety. The whole
question, thevefore 1s beside the point. .

Government, as has been rightly pointed out by the Chief Secre.
tary, merely ask the assistance of certain private bodies, They may
ask the assistance of the Advocates’ Association. I hope it may not be
referred to-—there are inshkances elsewhere i1n whieh the Advocates’
Association has ‘been asked $o recommend persons for honours and
titles, and guch honours and titles have been conferred on the advice
- of the Advocates’ Asgociation and their Committees. That has faken
place and I can say that from some experience.  Where associations
are of reputable character and really consist of specialists, their advice
is asked for. That does not mean that the Government abdicates ifs
'1eraponslb111ty If, for instance, an associaticn is misusing 1ts authority,
or 18 1ot equal o its responslbzhty Government cannot accept what it
says. For instance, there ave the actuaries who are appointed in
ingurance companies and banks in India. Until recently, in the Gaov-
ernment of India there were no actuaries, In the case of actuarial test
or accountancy test there are no Government examinations. It 18a
private examination conducted by various Bankers’ Associations of
Kurope. There is thus no poiot in decrying private absociations as such.
Whether a private association deserves the confidence reposed in it by

- Grovernment is g very differ ent question and wmusé -be dealt with on its
own marlts. |
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'(:e other point, ig after all, a small question. As the Chief Secre-
tary pointed out, the Governmeut will take the fullest vesponsibility.
There are two new appointments brought into existance for the purpose

of getting the best possible men.

One thing I must guard against. I konow and I fully vsalise the
difficulsies of shorthand writers especially in regard to the transcrip-
tion of speeches in this House ;and I make the fullesi allowance for
that, When I said ‘deterioration of standards’, it may be that I waa
too hard on them. 1t may be that 1 have not made the fullest allow-
ance for the difficulties, acoustic and otherwise. But the point is
that the best standard of shorthand writing here is not egual to that
elsewhetre, and I very rarely give the second place . 4o ‘Uvavancore in
any thing. But I muss say with some experience that I have geen
petter stenograpbhy elsewhere than here. We are all anxious to im-
“prove the standards, and for that purpose to get vhe best men. Tf the |
local nien ave able to equal the best, by all meaas let them bhe ap-

pomted

The last pownt—and that ig the real question -is this.. How are
we to get over this difficulty of the acoustic problem ?  Iam asking
the sense of the House 1n Lﬁg&ld to this. The honourable members
are perhaps awave that only in the House of Commons every honoura-
ble member speaks from his seal.  In every other House, in Europe
‘and throughout South America, and in many of the leglslaabul 68, VeIl
in the Uniited States, people speak from g p&lfilﬁulﬂul p ace on & dais or
in the centre. It is called the “ Speaker’s place,” That i3 one
method. Now, if honourable members think that a loud speaker is to
be insialled, sav, in the centre of the hall and the nonourable inembers
speak from that in turn, and that such an arrangement will solve the
problem better, I am pelfect]y willing fo try that. Another alternative
that if the shorthand writer is o be pl&c 2d 1n the centre he will have -
hetter chances of hearing, can also he tried. It i3z entirely open to the
members L0 decide which they wounld adopt. DBut it scems to me that
somethigg must .be done 10 solve the acousbic difficulties of the hall,

SADASYATILAKA T. K, VELY PILLAl: The Ilatler will be better,
Qir.

PRESIDENT . Because 1n the other case interruptions will not be
allowed frequently. Furthber, .instances ave not uncommon of people
being drawn by their coat tails so that another member might take
his place. I do not mean to suggest tiirat that should be fried here,
But the latter system is B&nctlhed by the practice of the I—Iouse of

Commons.
MR, K. KUNJU PﬂNlKKAR ud, Gartodganoabay .or}@g:\orbgocm_o@m
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The motion was not pressed. ''he 1otion WS, by leave, with-
drawn. |

Motion No, 136,
MR P. NARAYANA PILLAI : Sy, I move

To reduce the allotment of Re. 3,07,831 on the Geneval and Revenue
Secrotariat by Ry, 15.7
My object is to point out the hardships ex:perleneed by the paddy

and tapioca cultivators im this country, on account of the low prices
fixed for those articles by Government, »y request to Government is
that the prices of rthese articles should be muemaed One reagon for
increasing the price, isithe-high rcost involved in the production of .
paddy. Now-a-days, it is very diificuls to get manure and even if we
are able to get manure, we han.re to purchase it at a high rate. What-
ever that 1s “obtained as manure is found t6 be quite insuficient to meet
- the demands. Till last year ordinary manure ashes was sold at Rs. 2/8
~ per 100 tins. For that, not less than Rs. 20 to 30 has ito be paid in
these days. Cow dung manure which was sold at 4 chuckrams per
. measure till last year is now sold at Re. 1, BSuch is the hard s1tuat10n
Then, the wages of workmen have also increased. Now,ja._ wages
earner has to be spaid Rs. 1-4-0. And whal was between 5 'to 10
chuckrams last year, now stands at more than 1 rapee.,

. MR, KANNANTHODATH JANARDANAN NAIR : TIs uot such increase

noticeable in the wages in kind as well 7 o
Mr. P.-NARAYANA PILLAI: Yes. For a workman who was paid

5 chuckrams a day ‘last year, we have to pay now about a rupee ora -
rupee and a quarter. Therefore it may b¢ seen that the cost of pro-
duction has increased all round. -

Me. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAI:  Does the honourable member mean

that wages should be increased. o o
Mr. P. NARAYANA PILLAI: Priceg should be increased. jTo en

. gourage the production of sufficient quan’uty ot paddy, 'it is absolutely

. hecessary to enhance the price of paddy and tapibca. Otherwise it will

be & loss to vhe cultivators of those articles of food. . |
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mr, VARKALA K. MADHAVAN : Is the price of tapioca confrolled ?

NR. P. NARAYANA PILLAI : 1t iscontrolled at the rate of 2% lbs,
per chuckrama. . _ | f

I cannot definitely say that. That 1s the very reason why I say
that the price of tapioca should be iacreased, becduse there should
not be any black warket. |

Another reagon which I would suggest s the high prices of other
essential artieles. Paddy ‘aud tapioca cultivators have to purchase .
other articles of daily necessity. The price of pulses, of clothes, of medi- .
cines etc., 15 considerably high, and it is with the money that they gef
by the sale of paddy ana tapioca that they grow, that these people have
" to purchase'these articles. 8o also 1¥'1s necessary to raise the price of
these two articles. 1 | ‘

Another reason is the higher price we have to give and do give for
{hoe rice imported from outside. ¢'ne sack of rice imporied from ouf-
side costs ‘about Rs. 28-8-0. This is equivalent to 12 or 13 paras of
padéy and this quantity of paddy produced 1n this country calculated at
 $he rate of Re. 1} per para comes to value only about Rs. 15 or 16,
Thus we sce that -we have 'to pay a higher rate for the imported rice
than for the riec produced here. I think itis ouly just and proper
that we pay the producers in our own country, a decent price. |

A fourth reason that I would suggest is that it would considerably
help in preveniing black market. It 15 .on account of the low price of
naddy and tapioca that black markets eXxist now.” Mnd if the price is
inereaged to the norwal level, I do not bthink that people would natu-
rally be inclined to resort to black markeis, For these reasons, I
suggest that the price of paddy should be raised tn s, 2 per para and
the price of tapioca at the ratezof 1 1b per chuckram. With {hese
words I cominend my motlon for the consideration of ‘the housc.

Wr. PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAI : May I know whether

Ny recent proposals were submitted by the Kceonomic Developement
Board? . X : S -
MR, P. NARAYANA PILLA} '  The Economic Development Boavrd has
passed a resolution wherein they have recommended & certain price.
PRESIDENT : Ilas the honourable mewmber made any enguivies as
tothe actual price of paddy or rice on the other side of the border, say
Aramboly side or Tenkasi side ? | |
Vi, P. NARAYANA PILLAI: No, 5ir. - -
SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAI: T wish to place, as briefly as
possible certain gemeral principles which should be adopted in the
fixing of the 'price of paddy (that 18 grown in this jcountry. I have
come across many -people” who-have pathetically told me that it is not
worth their while to cultivate lands, 1t may appear paradoxical,for
cultivation is ‘useful whatever the nature of the harvest be, To have
sore efhing is icertalnly ‘beiter thah to have mnothing, But when we
analyse the conditions we find, bir, that manure is difficult to get, and
for what we get, we have got fo pay at extortionate rates. It is also
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common knowledge that wages have increased, o that with these
uncertaintics of a fluctuating price, if it is said that the cultivator shall
have only so much and not more, and if at the same 'time, the rice
purchased from =lsewhere is sold in lravancore ab a much higher rate,
nraportionately than the price of the rice grown heve, Sir, I {cel thas
I am justified in pubting ‘a plea for the agriculiurists who have bheen
suffering for many years ipast. Take the case,of Nanjinad. I know
myself & number of good families who have been impoverished by a
 successiorr of droughts. Ib is only for the last two years that there hag
been. some reiief, I feel it is iy vesponsibility and a duty that I owe
to the people ‘thai I should inform the House that in Nanjinad espe-
cially, important fawilies have been lmmpoverished because the condi-
tions of agriculture change. In Kuttanad also thesame is the condition.
When, after being the prey tof «the tantalising sport of the seasons,
after suffering so muclk: for a series of years, just when you have the
prospeet of a little profis by a good harvest, you find that Government
- steps in. It is disappointing. Bub it may be right taking into consi-
deration certain other factors, But let these agricultirists have a littlc
higher price, is my supplication beforc the House.

The sccond point which I wish to stress in this cannection, is, 1 regatd
to the information which must be made available to government. And
1 gay it 1s a fact - I hope to be forgiven [oy saying this —that most of
the officers, high and low. who are charged with the duty of formula-
ting proposals in the firsj instance are, at least most of them, unfit to
do it, unfit 1o perform those duties. They cannot understand gereral
principles, economic principles, priheiples of demand+and supply, laws of
agricultures laws of diminishing returns, etc. I know many of thesc
officers personally, but I cannct give their names now. Thereis a
faeling of security in the minds of the officers in this country. In the
administration of the Revenue Recovery Act, the Tahsildar feels quitbe
securc. I have seen ofiicers in other tparts of India and they seem
10 bave an affinity of studying the laws of the country. If in this
State, books and lawbooks have a function, if in this administration,
people are allowed to look into the future, and if in this administration,
the people are also allowed to enjoy @ kind of security, in the routine of
their work, Ik must say that the iimes arc gettig very bad. 1 wantb to
mention two instances which have come to my notice. It is noba very
happy uviemory.

¥venin the most trivial things, an officer vr a head
of a Departmeni have 10 be consulted. When the hread of the adminis-
tration is the deciding rauthority, it is very imiportant that wisdoin
and advice must {low, - | |
PRESIBENT :  If possible.

- SADASYATILAKA T. K, VELU PILLAI: TIgsay this because I think it
is posstble. I was present in a certain educational institubion, when on
account of (trouble among the bouys, the head of tha$ institution was
phoning up to Bhakthivilas to take instructions as to how he should
breat one particulat boy. - | |
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On another occasion I found a Police Officer, about four years ago,
who fold me—L was taking a walk round— ”All this has happenéd
now. So long as I was here, there was no trouble. But the Dewan
vigited the place and five minutes afierwards there, was'hcoting in the
College.” I do not want to be a mentor of these people. " But Ido -
want to say this. And I say tbat with all the emphasis that I can pus
in wy words, ibat, an officer who is charged 1o perform: an importart
daty should dﬂ soc with a sense of responsibility. -

PRESIDENT : $ut might’ it not also be the fault Gf the Dewan m
~jnterfering too much ? - -

- SADASYATILAKA T.-K. VELU PiLLAl No, ne, Sir.  1f 3 Dewan is
peneronts enough and is prepared to help &Il}bady, we cannot say it is
interference. TFor instance, when a MAn COTues snd says, “I bave no
brains  Please supply me with brains”’, 1t is guaite right then that the
- Dewan should help bim. Therefore 1 say that an officer should take
it upon bimself as a dnty te look into related things and himself find
out the fact, himsel! understand the inter-cobnection of {ovees, and
nlace propesals with regard to the price of paddy to be paid for, and
s0 on with the Government as the ultimate arbitor, the deciding
factor, ir all these cases. - If that 1s done, I am quite sure that much
of the diffieulties will be removed. | - |

Mz, M. SIVATHANU PIiLLAI ¢ 8ir, in supporting the motion, 1 pro-
poseln my oWn way, to answer an in:pirmmg question that cropped up.
in the course of discussion today. A question was asked how the price
of paddy in ithe neighbouring frontier parts in Tinnevelly comparea
with the price for paddy demanded here. I reslly appreciate the im-
plication f that question. Sir, for your information as well as for the
- information of honourable membem I may say that I have collected
information on that point. 1 am very much interested in the paddy
question, because I am very mneh interested’ in the paddy cuilivation
and I am an agriculfurist. 1 bave compared the price there with that
of our Government control price I had been to Madras very recently,
and on my wa 2y back, I ascertained the price of xice at Trichinopoly.
Hor 1 rupee 2 to 2 1/8 measures can be purchased. When you come
to Tinnevelly, it ranges between 1 7/8.2 measures. - The price is all
for the British meagure and this was the price that 1 gathered just
twp days ago. Lict alone that price for a moment. It may be argned
that because, in Tinnevelly rice is sold at 2 measures for a rupee, why
should not the same raté be adjusted in terms of our measure in oun
State being the border-land of these British districts. I have no objec-
tion p]OVlaEd the conditions for paddy production remain the same.
Bome time back, - when I wanted. fthe Government ¢ compare the
Briush Indian price of pyddy when it was much higher, the . Govern-
ment said, thats that was not to be thought of. Now the Governmeént
~asks me to do it, as I wansed them to do before. Well I shall, in fair-
'ness do if. Now what are the charges for agricyltural labour in Bri-
tish Digtricts and say for example Nanjinad. In Nanjinad, rale of
wages has arisen to 8 and 9 1/2 fanams in these days for a male labo-
urer. If kanjiis given to a cooly, he will be satisfied with 5 1/2 to -

VUJ XXII. No. 8
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6 1/2 fannams per day. In founel bimes, the charge was only 6 chyek.
rams for a female per day, n{}w the rate is 5 fannamﬂ. For a male it
Tanges from 1 rupee Upwmds So muoch with regard to sgriculimral
labom charges, DBut what is it in Tinnevelly? The rate has never
gone beyond 8 ABLAS Per dav for & male and 4 annas tm a femals
labourer.
Me. D. C. JOSEPH : Is not increase in *W&ges due to rise in the

nrice of paddy?
| Mg. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: Yes. Second poini is rate of t€xation.
Tinnevelly has only half the rate of average taxation of Nanjinad. The
leader of the United party Mr, Velu Plllm was saying that necessary
manure should be supplied from the Agricultural Department. DBut
how mueh could they supnly and whelefmm could they supply I ask?
I$ is a fairly well-known fact that fertility in Nanjinad chiefly depends
on fertilisers and over-dosing of manures, as the soil has become con-
siderably deteriorated by twice cultivation ina year. FHrom where are
we to get them ?  Fertilisers and manures as ground-nut cakes ete,
have got to be iraported from British India as usual which 18 now pre-
vented by them. Government have asked us to depend upon compost-
manure. Yes, we chall, Buft where is 16?7 1t is not available any-
where in large and sufficient quantity. Whereas in Tinnevelly, the
condifions are different. Organic manure and fertilisers are sold. a4
Ra. 4/12 per bag of 112 lbs., That was the price prevailing at
Nagercoil, rather in Nanjinad, some time back., Even for 12 Rs. per
bag, it 1s not available. 'Thers is surplus cheap manure in Ticnevelly,
Now that is not so here. Thexre is no manure here apart fronmi the ex.
horbitant price of it., 1o Tinnevelly fertility is double that of Nanjinad
soil. Then there is the question of getting of plongh cattle for cultivation,
Here also, at 3 prohibitive cost you have to purchase them, Such cattle
could be had in the reighbouring parts of Tinnevelly for a much chea-
per rate. We depend upon the import of cattle. That door is closed
now. Plough ecattle is not available in our parts. Usuahy they are im-
ported from " British parts. Even the uattle - Nanjinad had il
recently have now become completely wiped out by the recent und still
'spleadmg anthirax and rinder-pest. These things have o be counsidered
in the matter of the cost of production of paddy in these two places. -

Let me dwell on another aspcet of the matier.” As a result of -

the scrious economic depression which was prevailing for a period of
 years, the agriculturista of the country were hard hit. ¢ relieve their

~hard lot, H]B Highness the Maharaja’s Government enacted & law to
bsnefit the agricalturists to some extent by means of the Debt Con-
ciliation Act. Then certain other early remissions of tax were extended
tio the ryots. 'The legislature of the country also thoughtit fit to help
the ryots to get over the.stunning difficulty of agricultural debt by
‘means of the Debt Relief Act passed recently. The economic inguiry
committee fixed 25 crores as this agricultural debt. All these would
show that the benign Government of His Highness were alive to the
- facts of the matter and tried to extend their helping hand: And in the

._ case of \Tﬂﬂ]l]ﬁl&d the n‘{ceaswa tax though I will call it 1llegal tm  was
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reduced by 20 per cent by your spwmpathebic consideration of the ques-
tion and the .0, concerned has also been extended until further orders.
Here 1 wish 1o place on record, on behelf of the Nanjinad agriculturists.
their feelings of grateful appreciation of your noble and generouns treat-
- ment of their reasonable case in the matter of taxation in Nanjinad,

Sir, I was sayiing that 25 crores of agricultural debd can be faced by
them with advantage in these days of good prices for produce.

PRESIDENT : All these figures will have to. be revised,

MRr. SIVATHANU: PILLAlI: By all means let that be done, but there
is no denying the fact that a terrihle debt giill faces.the agricultural
community. The agriculiural operations ure being much handicapped
in these days on account of these causes. That nobody ean dare
challenge. As I pointed out there i8 the question of 'manure and
plough cattle to bhe procured, to have a fairly good cultivation. 1t has
become increasinglv difficult to get ab them. When such is the situa-
tion, it is not proper for you, Sir, to ask me to compare the price of
paddy in Tinnevelly with that of Travancore. I am just putiing all
the difficulties openly to you, Six, so that- you may not be misguided.
After all, what I ask for is fo remore the disadvantages of the agticul-
turists here, before I am asked to compare® the prices of paddy- here
and elsewhers. Give at least o fair price for thew paddy taking inte
reasonable consideration of the different conditions in the State. So
fav as Nanjinad ig concerned, there is no other cash crop. They
depend entirely and solely on padcy ecultivation. Out of paddy, they
have to purchuse cloih as everything elee. Lot us now examine the
price of cloth, There is no comparison beiween Uinnevelly and Nanji-
nad. * | - |
PRESIDENT.:. I am glad to inform the honourable members that
the first consignment of standard cloth is arriving shortly and nafural-
ly the price of cloth will go down a, little further. | |
. MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLA}: . That- rélates to futurit.y. Byt what
steps have been taken by Government o improve the lot of the agri-
calturists ? Has anything been done. to rincrease the yield in paddy.
8o far absolutely nothing in an adequate measarc. It might be said
- that I am a paddy producer and $hercfore, [ am naiurally inferested in
the price of paddy and the problem of ilis production. 1. do not view.

the quesfion in that light, 1 am viewing the guestion {rom a non-
agriculturist's broad point of view, Government must be prepared to
confess the actua) difficulties experienced by the ryots and seek a.re-
medy o improve them and not cerlainly to find out arguments against
. facts, - Facts should be faced. Circumstances change from place
- to.place und do.change rapidly in- these days. The rale for paddy
should be fixed in - consonapce with the neccssary conditions to grow
paddy here. I rpaintain, Sir, that it 1s misjeading to comparc Travane
~ gare-with Tinnevelly with its most favourable conditions to grow paddy
it the matter of price for paddy to be fixed. Ferhaps the Government
may not bé aware bow far the question of fixing the price of paddy still
Vol XXII. Ne.8. - R
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| 'a;:ma,tes in the minds of honest cultivators. I do concede t,hat there are
,'_'.a.muc:lous and speculative agriculturists amcng thera. Bub to point
- to them as @ 1L13t1ﬁca.t10n for not le‘ﬂ’l&slﬂg the control rate 18 no &nswea

0 me &nd it is beside the point. |
MR. D. C. JOSEPH: Will not incrcase in the price of paddy ngke
the situation furthex worss ?
M. 8. SIVATHANU PILLLI: "Nc.  So long as the wages have gone
up, even if you pui down the price of paddy, that will not augment
production of paddy. Because, the increased cost of culiivation will

. not be affected by this method.

MR, D, C, JOBSEPH: How does the member accaunt fox the in-
creased price of paddy up to Rs. 20 from the low level of price obtain-

ing 3 few months back ?

MB. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: The abtemnt of Government was to
fix a rate of price for paddy after control was put on free trausport of
paddy. Itis a natural reaction that, when o certain thing is kept ina
compressed condition for a time and' then released, it will shoot out
with some force, for a time. But afterwards, it will assuine normality.
In that way alone, the high level of price reached sometime back, could
be explained. At first Governinent themselves fixed a price for paddy
;. e. 1 Re 4 annas per para. That was found to be not satisfactory.
Then it was that Government called for an inforinal conference of both
the Houses of Liegislature whicli was asked to advise the Government
‘generally on the question of control including the rate %o be fixed for
paddy and also the question of selling paddy to Government by the
producexs., In that conference it was decided among other things that
the rate for paddy should be at least 1 Re 8 annas per para leaving it
to be judged and fixed by Government above that rate and also the
method of collecting paddy for gale from producers with a gli ding scale,
sllowing the minimum to'be fixed by Government, The result was
that the Government did not revise the .jrice as fixed by them but
accepted the proposal in the matter of purchasing scheme, they accep-
ted the prineiple which was embodied in s Governmenit. order. Now
thig Government arder hss also been modified and the hasis of pattom
assessment in settlement days, has been adopbed {1 the matter of paddy
sale t0 Government by .the people exceptmg owners or cultivators of
 Kayal lands and Pazhanilom lands in North LTvasvancore. This madi-
fication operates as a great hardship at any rate in the case of Nanji-
nad ryots where the land assessment is admittedly excessive and-illegal.
Coupled with this the present rate for paddy if insisted upon, 1'am
afraid, will react upon the incentiveness adversely, in the agriculturisis
to produce more- food. - Thus the very laudable -objeet in the *grow
more food ' campaign as wanted by Government may not be achieved
- maore successfully. On the other hand, the incentive to grow more,
will be defeated if not {rustrated.  All these very relevant and.imporé-
ant aspects should be envisaged, before rate of paddy and . method of
-collection 18 decided wupon. Froducer needs further encouragerent
and more facilities for advantageous production.

-

a %
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MR, M, SIVATHANU PILLAY © It is said like that in the Government
order concerned. and recently issued. Bub certain members of ihe
comuittee were heard here to say that that was not the general deci-
sign of the sommittee as made out by Governwment notification. That
ig, the Government view nf the commitiee proceedings, was called in
question here by somelmgmbers of the said committee, .

I am thankful to the honourable member for his inter-
mpting 1information. Honourable members might remember that
certain members of the dommittee proposed Rs. 2 per para.
Somehow the suggestion to fix the price of paddy ai Rs. 2 was
ignored; and is pow found to have been not ,voted upon by the
committee. And that is what is contained in the present G. O.
which savs that the general sense of the comn:ittee was in such and
such o way. In this conneetion I miay point out that the récommenda-
tions of the BE. D. Board were for fixing the price at Rs, 2. Agricul-
 tural situation has been clearly explained to the House. Liastly, I
warn Grovernment that if they are not prapared to come to the rescue
of the agriculturists of the present day who, 1b may he conceded, are
- actuated also by a sense of hona fide and legitiraate return for their

labour as well, the problem of food supply woull lead us to mrore diffi-
cojties. 1% is human nature that whonever one gets some advantage-
ous circumstance, it is natural to utilisa that “position, If that i3 con-
sidered by any responsible Government for determining : the ‘price of
paddy, they have io.copsider the question whether the present rate of
paidy after all is justifiable or not. In view of ihe fact that the
- prices of necessary articles guch as manure and plough, cattle nceded for
agricultnre have inereasad considerably, that circumstance mnst at
least be taken inio sccount, for enhancing ‘the price of paddy. The
Govarnment should make it possible for the cultivator to till the =oil
with encouragement and hope from the wvext crop onwaxd. Wthoud
sufficient encouragement in the price of paddy an agriculturist cannot -
have that enthusiasm in him to till the soil. BSuch is the hard situa-
tiqn he is groaning under. Under such a distressing situation, in fair-
ness to the agriculturists, the Government should come to their rescue
and enhance the price of paddy to a reasonable rate or they must De
prepared to create conditions favourable to him, which, I know the
Government can not do. With these words, I support the motion.
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- RAJYASEVAPRAVINA 6. PARAMESWARAN PILLA} : 1.am very sorty
¥o say that at presenﬁ the price of paddy cannet.;be snbanced as the

-
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price fixed is on a very reasonable basis; and the position was fully exa-
mined at the last meeting of the Food Advisory Committee whers, ag
the honourable Mi. Kochuk oratharakan might himself be aware, the
gerieral sense of the members was that the price was reasonable, and
Government are commmitted to this priueciple. -

WR, K. S. SEBASTIAN : Did I not srgue for enha:ncemf*nt of ihe.
price then 7 |

MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAl . Was it voted upon ? .

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAl: No. But many of
the honoursble members cxpressed their opinions and they have been
recorded, Whatever that be the price of maddy fixed by the Govern-
ment, which will be Tixed fron time to time, will bear a reasonable
proportion to the cost of proauctior and a reasonable margin of

profit.

MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: May ,]’hmow when the price of paddy
wag fixed at Re. -4 as. per para {or the first fime ? The date?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA -G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: Tam not quite
aware of the exact date, but I can say that it was somewhere in Kanni
this year, 1118. Whatever that be, I may assure the honourable members
that the price hag been fixed in thf‘ interests of the poor and not of the
vich. The quantity that we get 18 only 1/10th of the total prod nction,
and this 1/10th is being distributed among the poor and they will be
benefited by this, becmse they can ill afford tn purchase the rice im-
porbed from outside, at Rs. 25-8-0 per bag. Therefore 1 would ask
the honourable members of this House not to press the motion.

PRESIDENT : 'T'he ‘mme for the demand having elapsed, the
q nestion before the House is that Government be granted a sam of
Re. 3,60,88% under Demand XI—General Adminigtration—Excluding
Fm&ncml Secretariat, Accountant-General’s Office, Liegislative Bodieg
and Liocal Fund Audit Department.

MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAl: It may be voted upon. .

Mr. K. G. KUNJUKRISHNA PILLAl : 'When once the time has elapsed

" there is no question of a vote.

The motion was put and was lost.
The House demanded a poll.

 Resuits of the poll.

AYES (21)
‘%&d&qyatx]akﬂ, T. K. Messrs. K. R, Narayanan
| | Velu Pillai Ranmaswami N&d&l
Messgrs. (£, R, Narayana Pillai- Adichan
K. Kunju Panicker N Kottafil P. Abr &h&m
Kochukora Tharakan I Pullyom T. P. Velayudhan
Baskaran Nair | Pillai
Kochuthomman o | . Varkala K. Madhavan
Mathai Chemparathy - P. Kunjukrishnan
- K. 8, Sebagtian - - . Narayana Pilla
Dominic Joseph = . . P, Narayana Pillai
G VeluPillai - N. Narayana Karup

M. Sivathenu Pillaj - - = |
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NOES (24)
Rajyasevapravina | Messrs. C, Raman Kunju ,
G. Parameswaran Pillai T. T. Kesava Sastri
Messm. A. Lakshmi Narayana Mackar Pillas
Agyar M. L. Janardhanan Pillal
K. G. Kunjukrishna 'PT 1ai 1, Sivarama Pillai
Rajyasevapravina K. Padmanabba P. S. Mahomed
| © Moenon J. W. Tolson
Mossrs, C. Kumara Dus Joseph Vithayathil
A, Gopala Menon D. C. Joseph
E. G. Salter . B. E. Pandarathil
A. 8. Damodaran Asan | (hantamiah Sabib
C. P. Gopala IPanicker Kannanthodathu Janardha-
P. Sivasankara Pillai nan Nalr
V¥cloo Achan 8. Chattanatha Karayalar.
Kavlyom K. K. Kochu- "
- kunju

NEUTBALS-N il,

The mobion was lost. |

The question that Govertment be granted a sumn of Re. 3,69,385
nundey Dem&nd No, X1, General Adwministration excluding Finaneial
Seeretariat, Account&nt General’'s Office, Legislative Bodies and
Liocal Fund Audit Department camed to the poll was paﬁssed The
grant was made.

The House rose fr.u. ‘the day a;t 6°10 P, M.

B. PARAMTU,
Secretary to the Sri Mulwmn Assembdly,



