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PROCEEDINGS
' OF

THE TRAVANCORE SRI MULAM ASSEMBLY

SECOND ASSEMBLY
THIhTEENTH SESSION.

'SECOND MEETING—1943/1118.

(OFFICITAL REPORT.)

N i == i

Wednesduy, the 28th July 19438/12th E'mkadwgom 1118.

- The Sri Mulam Assembly met in the Liegislative Chamber, Publie
Offices at 12 noon on the 28th July 1943 with t,he Daw&n-Pmsldant
in the Cha,n: |

MEMBERS SWORN

The following members took the oath and s1gned the rolls

1. Mr. A. Gopala Menon (Director of Public Instruction).
2, Mz, K, N. Madhava Panicker (Ceramec E@pert).

3. Rajyasevapravina K. P. Padmanabha Menon (Blectrical Enga-
neey to Government) and .'

4 Mr. N. R&mamurtl (Superintendent of Road T'ramsport).
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

- Dewan Sir C. P. Memorial Library, Venganoor.

112 - %Mr. T. T. KESAVAN SASTR} (Nommmted} Will the Govarn-

ment he pleased to state ;
(@) whether they have received . &ny application relating to the
grant-in-aid to ‘Dewan Sir C. P. Mamorml Library’ at Veng&noor,

and

(b) if so, the sction taken in the matter ?

MR. A. GOPALA MENON (Director of Public I :astmrtwn) -(a)' Yes.
() The matter is under conslderatlon | 3

| English Middle School j*m Girls in C!ze?&gmmow ,. -.
113 %€Mr. PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAH PILLAL Twwal&a‘&) Wil}

the Government be pleased to state:
(3) whether there is any Government . building fcu. housmg the

Eaglish Middie School for (rls, Chengannur
(b) the year in which the Engligh M1dd!e Schoul for Girls 1

. Chengannur was started; and .
(¢) whether steps have- been faken for the cons’ﬁructmn Of ' &

Grovernment building for the a;bove gcj;mol ? .
Vﬂl 'XXII‘-"NU 7. ) -
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MR. A. GOPALA MENON: (a) No. '

(b) 1088. . |
(¢) Yes. Proposals for acquiring a suitable site have heen
called 'fc:tl‘ | : |

. By-road frowi T'hvomarakulam M &nakudy Road to
Eychenvilat Road.

114 7 MR, C. RAMASWAMY NADAR (Temm cam Agasmmmm)*
Will the Grovernment be pleased to state: .

(@), the number of petitions they have received from the villagers
of Punnyiady and other places requesting that the proposed line
from Tharmarakulam Manakudy road to the oth furlong of Fachenvila
road vig Punnyiady should be abolished and that line can be faken via
Pooviyoor connecting ,the Pooviyoor road which 13 in use now and
staling the inconvenience and damages which may be caused by the
pmposed line vza Punnyiady ;

(b)) if so, the steps taken to tha,t effect ; _
(¢) whether the EXecutive Fngineer visited the above two lineg:
(d) if so, the line he preferred in his report ;

{(¢) whether the wembers of the P, W, D. Advisory Board pmd
a personal vigit to those two lines;

(f) if so, the line they preferled in their report ;

- (g) whether they have received any petition - from ‘the Agricul-
tarists and land owners of Thevakulam Purava showing the loss that
will incur in case the line 18 taken vie Punnyiady ;

(h) whether any stay was issued o that effect ;
(2) if so, the date of that sbay order:
(77 whether the Chief Hngineer [J&Id a peraona.l visit to those
- two lines on 67-1117 ; |
(k) the d1stanse between the proposed Punnymﬂy line and the
. Pooviyoor road ;
({) the. breadth of the sulplus kal (Manka.l) 6f Thevakulam
“where the proposed line vie Punnyiady crosses ; °

(1) the line or kal through which the rain water of Mﬂll’lﬁthu*
val hills, the watexr through the two escapes of Puthansr between
Pothyiadi and Kottaram and the surplus water of the eight tankscon-
nected therewith flow to the sea during rainy seasons

(n} the stepq taken on the petitions -and phomcom received
during the heavy rain on 21t Vrischigom 1118 fmm the agriculturists
. and land-lords of Thevakulam Puravu ;

(0) whether the stay was issued to the party mterested in the
work of the proposed line »iz Punnyiady ;

() if so, the name of the party c:uncerned a,nd the date on
which the stay was issued to hini ; = ~

| (9) whether the person concerned conductea aﬂ:ry work in that
line and algo in the Kulom poramboke after receiving the stay, and
(7} if 80, the st.eps taken against such Work ? - -
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Mz. {. C. CHACKO (Chief Engineer, Roads, Irrigation and Miscel-
laneous): (@) 29; almost an equal number has been received in faveur

Uf the.}ine- ) '
(b) Sanction has been granted for the road »:@ Pooviyoor also

being opened under Ryots Roads’ rules.
| t¢) Yes. | -
(d) the line along Poaviyoor.
(¢) not known, .

() does not arise in view of answer o (e).

(@) Yes. |

(7) Yes, but it has been withdrawn since.

(z) 18-7-1942, - | |

() Yes. |

() about one furlong.

() requires investigation. .

(m) this also has to be investigated. . _

 (n) nscessary investigation was cohducted and it was found that

the surplus kal of Thevakulam Puaravu requires improvements and the
upper reaches of Thalakulam require siit removal.

(0) no. -

(p) (¢) and (r) do not arise in view fo answer to (o).

M. C. RAMASWAMI NADAR ; 5 ML T & (HOLh mm&‘;@g_(g@;;@_ﬁ@,&ﬂ
wierditor Qap@ barergn LiOTEE e ujh LT wig. el G s’
L?‘@é@t_h %0 5y Lﬂ!f’,ﬂ;}gﬂ QLT 5788 Gor B&ET A 6V Er@rﬁ'@ Bl-1J196Y. @@a}@m
Ly el gy i G lbiar Qwr 55 F2Camn®un sarp 29 Cupfaparser
arssTo GFiEpH. HAIHG WSS nlLy. eTarer? :

MR. . C. CHACKO: o©eng G00(Wo @IS  @Ryaiv)Rsssmap

HIBDOH0NG VaMGo OV MY B0 qu” BCMMMG] Eraleabo
MOS0 dnema AT’ NASMMA Eleaom o l@ .

MR. C. RAMASWAMI NADAR: yaflyi enflurd) ecrer dver Cur g
G‘mﬂh'ﬂ )ﬁﬁﬁ?um&i@_@_anmﬁ:g@@m@_ J}ifu@_m;r@ég cﬂfﬂb"ﬁ e ST
By H Mo 5O NES FTyarh GTarer?

- MR. {. C. CHAGKO: ag)'_&”ﬁlﬂagga]m'o@cﬁam'lm:&m“ (BTDEEE 19O
a0E)eI0Wo MO, @O antgaiassm. @og - avilaclessm
samm oldsamwalgy -

MR. C. RAMASWAMI NADAR: QG samern Jovmasrew & Faowdl
P @arGamvgCsagar (lnvestigation) ‘s 5 587 O&Frae
apguyip arer P Folls) ETam HUQBp g, BUILGLTEHR I ST . L
wrer o BawF &FTOOpL LT | o

MR. |. C.CHACKD : @) . &0 oflolgal amgcm'rm"lm S® 0 0

@aNRe O® aQIY6R0Q B0 Y Qe AN @ocais] ofIges .
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MR. C. RAMASWAM! NADAR :  compps srovdigier Coler @FEreends
L. 8 @ maetley Qayer Lo e (hau ST araoraBE D g S F Qew
Qareny. B aoper - mi-SE MU STTayD QerooluGe p s DLy Uree
LTiea Lt @-malen i pfu e b orewesr ¢ | |

‘MR. L. C. CHACKO:  g@oadeaia oolewmasiad . OO 3 U0
206 agMV O01620Q momaisiollsee @ - | o

Dates of birth of the Work Estabﬁshmeﬁt staff in the Public
Works and BElectrical Depariments. |

115 $¥Mg. C. RAMASWAMY NADAR : Will the Government be pleased

to state . A -
. (@) whether the dates of birth of the Work Rstablishment staff

‘n the Public Works and Electrical Iepartments are recorded 1n

service rolls under authentic documents; | .
() whether there Is any Government order that the Work

Fstablishment staff in the said Departments should not be given any
extension of service after 53 years of age; - |
| (¢) whether there is any member of the sald staff continuing in-
service above 55 yearsof age ; and | o o
(d) if the answer to the above isin the affirmative, the special
reasons for such continuance in sexrvice ? S
ME.[. C. CHACKO: (&) Yes.
(b} Yes. - - | o
" {e) Yes. S o
(@) In the interests of Public Services. |
.+ _Collectron and distribution of food materials,
116 ;*%rwn'. K. KUNJU PANICKAR (M avelikara cum Kumnattur): Will
the Goverument be pleased to state : S -
| (a) the total amount of méney spent;. by the -Goveinment for
“the salary and allowance of the men appointed for the collection and
diskribution of the food. materials and on other items for the same
parpose ; and o - SR | o
| (3) ‘the total amount thus spent for the supply of food materials?
"MR. A. S. DAMODARAN ASAN - (Food Grawns Purchase officer): (a)
The total expenditure booked up to the end of Edavom 1118 comes to

Ry 54,114-14-11. S
' B | Rs. Ch, G

-  Salaries 17,165 6 O

- - - Establishuient ... 989202 22 5
COTUA | ... 3v4l 5 2

~ (Contingencies -~ ...~ 4906 3 4

. o 54114 14 11

" (3) B. Bs. 2,13,31,868-12-5 till the close of 1.7-1945.
‘MR, K, KUNJU PANICKAR: With reference to angwer to part (B)
may I know whether Government had o hortow any money for this
purpose ? '- - | | o

{



and 91 respectively.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 383

MR. A. S. DAMODARAN ASAN: No, Sir. |
. " PRESIDENT : 'Why should we borrow ? Fortunately we have got
s little more than that amount at our dispesal.

The T'ransport Department, J

117 %Ms. K. KUNJU PANICKAR : Will the Government be pléaaeﬂ

{o state : ,, |
(@) the number of buses run by the Government ’I‘i‘ansport
Deparbment up to and on 1.6-1117 in the verious routes throughout the
State and the number of buses running on 1.11-1118 ; .
(3) the number of conductors and checking ingpect'ors- in the

- Traxspors Department on 1-6-1117 and their number on 1-11-1118

(¢} whether conductors and checking inspectors of Transport

‘Department were recruited t0 Assam Labour Corps, and if the answer

ig in the affivmative, the number of them recruited up to 15-11-1118
and | |

(4) Wh&the.t" new men are recruited as checkefs and conductors
in the vacancy of the abovesaid Assam recruits ?

MR. N. RAMAMURTI (Superiniendeni of Road Transport): (a) 83

() Conductors 162

Inspectors 49

Conductors 192 yon 1-11-1118
,I-nsp_ec'm:srs\ 49 :
(¢) No. S - -
(d) Does not arise in view of answer to part (¢) |
Mr. KANNANTHODATH JANARDHANAN NAIR (Karunagapalls eum
Eartikapallr): \When the number of buses: increased by eight, may I
krnow from the membér why the nuruber of conductors was increased
by thirty ? - D | |
MR. N. RAMAMURTL : Some of the buses have got three conductors
operaling per day. | | - | )
~ MR. K. KUNJU PANICKAR: Among the number of Inspectors may I .
know whether Distriet Iuspeciors ara slso included ? |
"MR. N. RAMAMURTI; No, Six. . | |
MR. KANNANTHODATH JANARDHAN NAIR: Ilven taking three con.
ductors a8 operating per bus, the number comes only 10 24. While

}{m 1-6.1117

.

‘the number of buses has increased by eight, the number of conductors

has increased by thirty, Msay I know how this difference arose ? -
“MR. N. RAMAMURTI : Tt is pot only for the eight buses that the

additional number of sonductors are intande_d. Three conductors are -

required for other buses also. o -
MR. K..G. GOVINDAN (Pattanamthitia) . May 1 kiow whether any
District Inspector was reeruited ? s -
- Mg, N. RAMAMURTI: Yes, Sir. | -
MR. K. G. GOVINDAN: May I know how many?¢ =

MR, N. RAMAMURTI: Only one. S |
MR. KANNANTHODATH JANARDANAN NAIR: May I know whether

there isany’ particular resson: for having three comductors for one
hus ? ' ST "
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M&..N. RAMAMURT] :  Yes, Sir. The duty of operation for each
condnctor ranges between 6 to 8 hours which will depend upon the -
ardiuousness of the work of each conductor. |

s Transport buses.
118 T&Mg. K. KUNJU PANICKAR . Will the Government be pleased
to state whether the body of the transport buses can be built with nails

and timber planks? |
Mr. N. RAMAMURTI: The answer is in the negative.

MR. K. KUNJU PANICKAR: May I know with ‘what material the

npper poxtion of the basis constructed ?
Mr. N. RAMAMURTI: Metal sheets.

Adjustment of staff in the Muvattupuzha Division of
the Edwcation Department.

119 3uma. K. R NARAYANAN (Vwikowm cum Kottayam): Wil the

Gavernment be pleased to state :
‘@) whether any staff adjustmient has baeen effeeted since

Ed&{rom 1117 in the ‘MUY&t’GUL}uZhEh Division of the Educafion Depart-

ment ; and - |
(b) if not, the causes for the delay?

mMr. A, GOPALA MENON; (a) The adjustment of staff in schools
in the Muvatiupazha Division, for the currsnt school year, was eficcted

in Karkadakom 1117 M. E.

() This does not arise in view of answer ta part  (s) above,

Complaints regarding the harm done to the pupils of the

. - Kidangunnur Sanskrit School, |
190  3¢Mr. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAl (Tirwvalln): Will the Gov-
ernment. be pleased to state whether they have recéived any complaint
from the Manager of the Sanskrit School, Kidangannur, regarding the

serions harm done to the pupils attending the school by the toddy

shop and its frequenters? | ' | |
" MR. A. GOPALA MENON: No.

Channel fron Mavarapadom to Emdaﬁ:’?ﬂmtm P,
121 FMa. P. NARAYANA PILLAl (Movelihara cum Kunnabtur) .

Will the CGrovernment be pleased to state : -
(@) whether ‘there was any represeniation to open a channel
from ‘Mavarapadom’ in ‘Muttathu Muri, Thonnoallur p&kuthi,' to
Kadakkattu punja in the same pakuavhi, v:@ Kallattil punjs in Maveb-
kara; anc = | | | |
(b) whether any action is iaken on the same?

-~ MR. I C. cHAcKO. (R) Yes, . |
by The investigation for ithe preparation of the estimate and.

plans is being conducted. |
| Ohalakal Thodu.
122 %% Mg. K. S. SEBASTIAN (Changanacherry cum Peermaci"s):
Will the Government he pleased to state: |
(%) whether any representation has been received for the com-

pletion of the Chalakal thodu in the Changanacherry taluk ; and
(b) what steps, if any, have been taken in this connection ?
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Ma. 1. C. CHACKO : (a) VYes.

(3) The feasibility of completing the canal was investigated
more than once but the questl on had ta be put off owmg to the heavy
cost involved.

 MR. K. S. SEBASTIAN : Ma,y. I know the apprommate cost that has
‘been estimated? | - -

MR. §. G. CHAGKO : Rs, 60,000.

- Ms. K. S, SEBASTIAN': May I know from the Chiei Engineer
whether that amount is considered heavy when compared with the allot-
ment made in the Budget for the'P, W. D.? |

WMr 1. C. CHAGKO: It is only for opening three thousand running
feet.,

Mr. DOMINIC JOSEPH (Vatkom cum ‘Kottayam): May I know
whether it was without investigation that the work was started?

MR, . C. GHACKO : The work was started some 74 years ago and
I cannot now tell what all happened then. | |

MR, P. SIVARAMA PILLAl (Meenachil cum TorZupwha) Is it the
idea of the Government to give up the work now? |

Mr. 1. C, CHACKO: No,
Local needs of the Maveltkara and fmfamtfm taluks.

123 M. K. KUNJU PANICKAR :  Will the Government be pleased
to state 1
| (¢} the 1ength of the public. ruad& and village ro&da and the ryots’
roads in the taluks of Mavelikars and Kunnattur and the.length of

guchh roads maintained by the Public. Works Dep&rtment as on
1-11-1118:

- (1) whether the Publie Works De artment has mamtaaned and

repaired the important ryots’ road of Eramnkma,"ﬂwehkara, either
in 1117 or 1118;

(¢} whethel the Public Works Dep&rtment has done anything
to finish fhe gravelling of the public road from Kayamculam v7g Kruva
“and Evoor to Muttom, Kartigapally taluk, either in 1117 or in 1118;

(d) whether the maintenance work was done by the Public
Works Department in the road from Mavelikara to Ch[{ﬂ&k]ﬁ&al& VI G

 Kuarathikad in 1118:

(¢) whether the Public Works I)epartment has done a,nythlng
to deepen Pallikal thodu in Mavelikara in 1118

- {f) whether the Public Worke Departruent has dune anythmg
to construct the sluice in Kothachira, Thazhakkara, Mavelikara, accord-
ing to the budget provision for 1118 ; and |

(9) whether the Fublic Works Dep&rtment has constructed
the sh:uce at Pathiyur in the canal leading from Karippuzha to Kayam-
culam to avoid the loss in Pathiyur punja from the flow of salt water /
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‘MR. 1. C, CHAGKO: (a) The length of the roads mainigined by the
P. W.D. is as follows := | ) |
| Metalled Unmetalled. o Vill&ge Cart tracks

roads. roads. roads.
Miles, Miles. Miles. Miles.
" Kunnattur . '_
taluk ... 302640 45:3750 34132 88.0
Mavelikars |
taluk ... 143300 502640 4133 - 34495
(b) No. . | .
() Yes. First two furlongs of lst mile were regravelled. in
1117, | '
(@) Yes.
- (&) No-
(f) No.

* () No. The existing system of putting up of termporary bund
with a contribution by Government of Rs. 200 1s being continuted,
. Mz, K. KUNJU PARICKAR: With reference to answer to part (b)
may I know why that important ryots’ road is not maintained?
MR. I. C. CHACKO - The ryots have pnat comypleted their porfion of
the work.as yet. o _
e, K. KUNJU PANICKAR . With referenee to apnswer to part (¢)
may [ know when the work referred to has been done ? |
MR, i. C, CHACKO : That 18 a village road § 3/4 miles in length
* with a grant of Rs. 10 per mile. In fact we have been diverfing funds
from other village roads and doing gravelling and other works on this
‘xoad. o o - |
" Chief Inspector in the T'ransport Department. ,
124 €Mz, N NARAYANA KURUP (dmbalapurthe cum Shertala).
Will the Government be pleased to state:
(&) whether there is a Chisf Inspector in the "[ransport Depart
ment ; | o ' |
(b) if so, what are his duties; |
(¢) whether he has to go on crreuit -to inspect and see if there
is overerowding of more than 50 per cent of the total mumber of
passengers licensed to be carried in the bus ; and |
(@) if the answer to part (c) 13 in the negative, whether there
is any other officer in the department who does the work for the
departmenst ? N - " | |
MR. N. RAMAMBRTI :  (a) Yes. .
(& Scrutiny and analysis of the returns submitted by the In+
spectors conducting sarprise ipspection in the service lines to defect
fraud and other malprachices, suparvision of service operabions, investi-
gation of accidents, efc. | |
(¢) Yes. The Line Inspectorsalso attend to s,
(4) Does not arise in view of answer ko part (¢)e

' “
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Mn. N. NARAYANA KURUP : May I know whether the Ohlef Inspector

is & circyiting officer?
MR. N, RAMAMURTI: Yes, Sir.
M. N. NARAYANA KURUP: May lknow WhﬂthEI he h&s reported

apy over-crowding In the busas more than the ad: mtted oyer-
crowding? - -

Mgr. N. RAMAMURTI : Since the issue of the order that buses ghould
.not be over-crowdzd beyond a certain limit, he has not made any

report because such over-crowding has not arizen.

- Tume taken by buses plyfz.ng bctween Kottayam and Trwmndr um.

125  Hmr. K. KUN..IU PANICKAR .Wﬂl the Gavernmant be pleased
to state : | |
(a) .the time taken by the Express buses of the Government
Tl&nsport Department to travel between Knottayam and Trivandrum
up o the 1st of Medam 1118 and the fime taken by it from

10-11-1118; and
- (b) the time taken by the ordinary transpors bus to travel from

_I Kottayam to Trivandrum up 40 1 - 1118 and after 10-11-1118 ?

MR, N. RAMAMURTI ; -
(fb) Un to 1-—‘: 1118 4% Hrs.. sia Kottarakara & Qullan
o 4}; VLG Do. & Kilimangor.
me 10 11- 1118. 53 ,', 'vm Do. & Quilon.
S % N VI Do. & Kilimanoor,
(b) 6 hours 'md 6 ]J.IB 40 mmutes respectwely

Bmadmstwg it wacmdrmn S .

126 MR, K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN (Runnatnad cumfmw)-

Will the Government be pleased to state; |
. +{a)- the gtage-at which: the work in connectlon with broadcast-

ing begun,at Trivandrom is ab preseni ; ﬁ

(l) when they expect the completion of the samse ;

(¢) whether they have sent any one to ‘any pl&t‘F‘ for study a.nd -
training in broadeasting and got him down ;

(@) if g0,-who, that perzon.is, to which pla.ces be has been
sent, and what amount has been spent on each such peraon by Gmern..

Inent |
(e Whether people s0 trained and got down are now_ 111- Ser'srl'ce'

here and -
- () if not, Where and for what purpcse they have gone 2
" RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON (Electrical F’nqmeﬂr-,
to- Government) : (a) The erection of the Transmitter has been com-
pletad.. The works in connection with the studio are in progress.: = -
() The completion of the works in all respects depends upon
the availakility of a laxge number of essential spare parfs which sre on
oxder mostly from abroad. "In the me&ntlme the tr&nsmltter is work- -
1ng regularly once every week. - -
- {0) Yes.' -
Yo XI_I_I—-*-NO. 7

-
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[R&]y&sw&pmvmaﬁ P, Pﬂ*dm&ﬂﬂnabha Menon,]
Amount spent.

(d) Mr. M. V. Rama Varma Rﬂ]‘l . Hs, 4,600
Mzr. B. Sundararaman ' Rs. 1000
M. M. J. Joseph o Rs 1,000 ,
Mr. Abraham Muthslaly - -+ TRs. 1,300
Mr, A-B. Thomas . ‘ - Ra, 1300

They had them tmmmg in the All '[ndm Radio Stations at Del‘m. |
Bombay, Madras, Lncknow and Liahore, |
() Yes, excepting two trainees. . One of the trainees Mx, M, J,
Jogeph 18 on a.,‘{tla ordinary leave with pe mnssmu to take up a:ppomt-
ment elsewhere on condition that he would join duty immediately ha is
called upon. to do so. ’L‘he other tla,mee, M, 5 B. Thomas resigned .
his nlace. | - - |

. (f4 Vide answer to alt (¢) S |
MR, K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN: @ Gouso mcsmnm'lm’]mmg

oo BR0CoHR @ @ O "0 _o GWAHe Gaiden apwloemlcd eilatiome
Bat0Qo alla] amagﬂgmmow (£:06N100N0. .nﬂmm“}m 0 QY
FLoQUDOOSD. uﬂ:nrbﬁmamasm 2 _' | ,

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P, PABMANABHA rMENON The | reason why
the mmaunb 1s IRs. 4,500 ip the first instanece is becaunse, that particular
officer was already an employee in the Uepa,umen‘ﬁ a8 an  Agsictant
 Iingineer on o salary of Rs. 250 per month whereas the remaining five
were recriits selected by the Public Service Commissioner uwnd their
sllowance was only Rs, 75 per month, The reason for the increase
of Rs. 300 in the latter 1wo casas i because the neriod of the. ltla,me@s
was extended by three months.

© WR. K. P KOCHUKORATHARAKAN :  a00s Seomam v g
3oi0®@) ag)m® a.locmcmsrﬂ @ w9 Cs tsaﬂm']méhnbo amasm ™

'mﬂgmn_mum:or mmammn_rog@g ?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K, P. PADMANABHA MENGN Accmdlng to the
terms of agreentent he had ‘to complete two years ot service and he
has done this. - .

MR, M. R. NARAYANA PILLAI For the gentleman who Wwas paid
Ras. %500, may 1 kﬂow for iraining mwhat all places be was p-a.ld that
amount ?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K P. PADMANABHA MENON | Dalhl, Bombay
and other places. | _

tR. VARKALA K. MADHAVAN {G?mmyw]né cung Nsdumm%ga&d) May
I know whether the main supply line from P&lhv&sal ’co Trivandrum -

runs throagh Attingal ? . -
RAJYASEVAPRAVINAK P. PADMANABHA MENUN _ Ya; g;r

. - Blectric lights at Attmgwi

107 3% MR. VARKALA K. MADHAVAN: 'Will he Government be'
~ pleased to state whether they have decided to prcwﬂe electnc
lights at Attingal ¢ . |
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RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON :
The questmn is under consideration.

Public Cull Office in Vaikom tulu/

- 128 5‘: MR K. R. NARAYANAN (Vaehom cum Eottwycbm)
Vill ¥he Governmeht be pleased to state :
' - (a) whethe.l they have received from the public any represent-
ation that a phone call office be opened in the Vaikom taluk ; and
(b) ‘if so, the action taken thereon ? |

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON (m) Ves.

| (b)) Government have ordered the work to be taken up as early -
as possible-and an estimate is being prepared,

Me. K, R, NARAYANAN : a_mdig onil. :B:&ﬂ@ﬁh@oﬁmma saetmcﬂmm
At 0. @padim  @OHSMTIm walnaahoodawd mmiglgm
rmomﬂ AIO@AD. OV DOTEA) &)SlE agyMoa’

"RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON: I beliem ‘the
order was 1cnewad about five weeks ago. :

Bubber Restr Lobions, .

129 ’16 Mr. KOTTALIL P ABRAHAM. I(Muvattujswha cumi  Deve-
colam) s Will the Government be pleased to state :
(@) whether any rapresentatmn has been made to ’ihem reoently
for removing the restrictions on growing rubber in the State ; and
() the restrictions, if any, prevailing now (25-10-1117) on the
growing of rubber in the State ? |

MR. C. KUMARA DAS (Secretary to Gover nnw?et) (@) Yes,e .
~ (b) On 25-10-1117 the planting of rubber in the State was
governed by the provisions of the Travancore Rubber Control Act; XXI
of 1115, It may also be stated that the planting of rubber at present -
is subject to the prmnsmns of the Travancore Rubber Pla,ntmg “Order,
1117,

| Mg, KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAH Wlt,h 1eferenc,a to-answer to part (b)
- may I know whether the restriction has been removed ?

MR. C. KUMARA DAS : 4 new order has been - passed which ' also
1mpesés some restrictions., In thig thoru 13 pl.m 1sion. for permlts buing
- given for replanting rubbet.

"~ . MR. K, DOMINIC JOSEPH Ma,y I know tha tot&l extent for whmh .
permits have beqgn issued ? - - o
- WMe. C. KUMARA DAS:  The ﬁgurea are not &vaﬂable now.

Non-departmental Anchal -Office at Melukavu.  ~

130 € MR. P.V. MATHAI CHEMPARATHY (Minachil cum Thodus
pusha): Will the Government be pleased to state whether they
have received any representation from the public of Melukavu ~Karas in
. Minachil taluk fﬂl opening & non-depmtmental Anchal Office d,t
Melukavu ? |

-1MH C. KUMARA DAS: -Yes. | o |

MR. P. V. MATHAL CHEMPARATHY : May I know what action has
beeu taken by them in the matter? . -
- Iln. C. KUMARA DAS : The matter is under xnvestlg&tlon. |
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DREMAND No.' VII—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
. INOLUDING WATER WORKS AND DRATNAGE—(untd.)

MR.:E. P, VARGHESE (Ambalapuzhe cam Shertatlar) « - 1 have been
degling *vérith-"the-necessity for a bridge conqecting-the'crﬁss_l‘éajd bet-
Wden  Bhertallai and Arathinkel. Itis now 16 or 17 years ‘since the
road was completed, but the bridge is still to be. It would beonly abouf
30 or 40 feet, I would suggest to the Chief Engineer the utilisstion of a

 conerate bridge built by the people of the locality over tha¥-pozhi, the
zoad being diverted for aboui half a- furlong, I think thas kridge can
be utilised provided the P. W. D, is satisfied that it is strongly con-
siructed. Then the construction of & new bridge can be gvoided.

. -With reference to the beach road the people of the localify. have -
“givien the land freec for opening the road and have removed tha trees -
and cleared up the line. Bir, when. the people come forward with

50 much we can understand - how badly they are in need of that road,

 Puarther, T understand that the P. W. D. Advisory Board after having

vigited that place recommended the construction of the road consigt-
ently for two years. Probablys the question was not taken up due to
heavy cost. If Government come forward with the plea that 1t was not
taken up for want of funds, the work can be spread over a period of four
or five years. o B S -
Next, I wish to say a few words about the canal. Yart of it has
been completed. That portion of the canal is now lying use.
less. A major portion of the cost hag been incurred. In
the development of the taluk such important works for which a large.

~ amount. of . eXxpenditure hag been incurred should .be completed.-

" i, as I said my, taluk is a sandy tract. Canals’are the chief means df
. commimication which aro necessary far agricultural purposes, and for
‘the development of the coir ‘industry of the taluk also the canal would

g0 & long Way as 2 ¢heap means of communic&tibn. The eastern half of
the taluk is treated with greater consideration than the western half.
In the west coast, in spite of the fact. that people are coming forward
by g'ivinglland free and even clearing up ~the lide, it is sald that the -
Department did not tind it possible yet to bestow the necessary atten-

tion in respect of that half. I do not want to repeat -all that I have

- gaid yesterday. I strongly urge the recessity .for constructing- the
‘beach road, the canal and the bridge. -~ . o
ug. D. C. JOSEPH. (Nominated) : I support this cut motion strongly.
Govepnment consfrmeted two bases after spending s large amount of
money and they are in the custody of the Travancore P. W, D. They
are ‘Irrigation and Rodds. In south Travancore the Government “have
' been very solicitous in all the inberests of the -agricultural population,
Sir, a net work of channels were opened and those channels are mainly
responsible for at least a fair proporfion of the foéd supplied in Travant
core. 'Those channels were once keps .in -good ‘order, snd they- were
~ bhen properly maintaiced and today those, shannels are nob . propeily

Cwed)
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1.;1}3,116(1 and meintained, Praotically spea_kmg, the malnfenance of
jrrigation chennels. is entrusted with Maistries. - These Maistries are -
" g clags of people not well educated and they want money, If these
- channels are not properly maintained I think paddy cultivation will -
‘gaffer. 1 most humbly appeal to the Dewan-President that the Section
Officers may be asked to inspect -these channels frequently and to see
- that their maintenance is attended to proper ly. :

Sir, coming to, the case of roadsin Seuth I ravancore . your .5pec1a.1
interest is shown by the provision of & dustless sarface road from.
Trivandrum to the cape. But there are & number of various roads like
branch roads, approach roads eic. which are practically neglected. . The
repalring materials. are collected "on the two sides of the road.; 1f The
Chief Engineer cared $0. go over there and. asked the auborélnd;bes L
think they would have been more vigorous in theiv wopk. The
Azhagiapandypuram, Kattapathur, Kodumanai, Thuvachi; Marungoor
Theror, Kovalam, Ponatray, Santhayady and. the Ulatmlycamm teruple
roads are all rcads needed for agricultural parposes. Olatraiyaravi 18
‘the seat of an important temple loved and liked by the Hindus in Bouth
Travancore. That road is not attended to properly though a large -
number of vigitors to the temple use to go by that road every week.
There is no justification for its neglﬂct Therefore I say that the:
pravision for roads, irrigation and chanpels should not be allowed to
lapse, I am prepared to roanage the vﬂlage road work without pay
provided Gov ernmeunt will give me the necéssary facility such as
hand-roller etc. ' I appeal to you, Sir, fo go. and see our villages:
New Delhi frequently occupies your precious time, “We wani you to
come and pemon&lly witness our grievances with your usual abundant
sympathy. -With these words I strongly support the motion. |

- MR, KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM: T rise #0.a point of order. 'L'hig

motion is to reduce the allotment of Rs. 5,500 for #ravelling allowance
by Be. 1. The object shated is to speak of the neglect shown towards
irrigation works and land communications. There are a number of
euk motions Whlch relats to local needs. “iestelda;y and today several...

| PRESIDENT : Ordes, order. There used fo be always very little
amount of thought with regard to that matter. With 1egmd to Tra-

~ velling Allowance the contention is alwajs raised that officers are

expeeted not only to travel widely bus to employ their eyes and: ears $o

a5 50 improve matters which are of lecal importancé, 1 Bave. really

allowed all local neéds to be discussed under scme head or a.nnther and

. morepver this point of ordel hag been raised long ago. |

MR. K. DOMINIC JOSEPH: - Sir, I wish to refer to what I may. call

© ancient tmdert&hngs of the T”ubllc Works Departurent which remain
. unfinished even how.#* Those nnfinighed undertqkmga rémaln as stangd-
mg reminders and unerring witnesses of the foresight and good inten-
vions of -the originators of the "schemes and the inefficiency and
irresposibility of shose who followed them. It also shows that- there is -
an atter absanca of a contmmtymf poliey m the P W. D, I will refer

e
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to some of the undertakings thai vemain unfinished to this day. 'o-
day the Chief Engineer: veférred to one “Chalakkal Thodu” which ig
75 years o}d. The Heads of the Administration, including Mr. V, 8.
Subram:nya Alyar, bas visiied the place and examined the possibiliiies
of this scheme and recommended the early completion of the work I
understand that the present Chief Engineer was at this work when he
was an Assistant Engineer in Kottayaw., Now the work has begn
commenced at hoth ends and the middle remains unfinished. The
.scheme has immmense possibilities. Thousands of paras of lands enn be
converted into paddy fields and other single-crop paddy fields can be
converted into double-crop paddy “fields. Yet, even to this day, the
gcheme remains unfinished. This is vegrettable. The scheme requires
only an amount of Re, 50,000 for complefion. 1In view of the possibili-
ties, this scheme has, I ask whether this is too big an awount v he
stinted for this purpose. = S

~ Secondly, I would refer to the Kumili-Devicolaw road. Thig is
60 miles long.  From Kumili td Vandamet in the south, & distance of
70 miiles has been cut, and from Deévicolam to Udumpanchola onlthe
north 18 miles have been cat, leaving in the middle 22 miles uncuf:
This is a road of very great economic-importance, I§. runs through
rich forest regions of very great value. Forest resources in these parts
‘sanvot be exploited now because of the absence of proper communica-
tiohig. - Further, there are suitable lands for paddy cultivation to be
leased out in these regions which cannot be nbilised now because of the
“gbsence of proper communications. It is well known that Maravas and
‘uther people of the adjoining Tamil Districts are comwitting depreda-
tions and thefts in the forssts cn the sastern side of Travancore. This
conld he effectively checked if there are propercommunications in that
.part of the State. I understand that the P. W. 1. Advisory Corumivtee
ever since its advent has uniformly recommended that this ipiportans
road be taken up as & ma;jorr work: : L -

- Then I wish %o refer to the bridge over the Moolaplackal Thodu
near Mavimala, The pjles and gixders were' put up by th: P.'W,
Department several years ago. But then the flood which came next
washed away everything leaving the remnants here and there. -There
is & bus service on this 1oad for six months of the year. The bus
" service-has to be stoppad for the est of the year for want of a bridge.
-+ Then there is the Nagampadam bridge near Kottayam on the
di; C. Road. This bridge has been in a ricketby condition tor long.
The Chief Bngineer told us ioday in- answer to an interpellation that
 the dismantling of the bridge has been begun from January this year.

It is going to be constructed of timber. The Chief Engineer tells us
‘that it is not possible at present io say when *it will be completed .
* because of future . nncertainties. T ask-since this is going to be couss
tructed of fimber and Travancors is known to be plentiful in the supply
. of diverse kind of timber—why. the completion of this bridge
wannot-be speeded up. I need not advert to the imporiance of - $hig




BEUAND VII—PURLIC WORES DRPARTMENY INCLUBING 303

@ @ WATER WORKS AND DRAINAGE.
] - < t

bridge in the M. C. Road ovsr the Manimals river. The M. C. Road
igs one. of theé arterial roads in Travancare. - I wish that the Chief
Engineer will take 1nto consideration the 1tems rJf work Lh‘tt I h&ve
mentioned for early completion.
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MR, KANNANTHODATHU JANARDANAN NAIR : 1 support the motion,
In Foing so I wish to speak a few words about the working of the Ad-
visory Committee and the considerajion given {o its recommendations
by the depariment. Bir, the Advisory Commifttee was constituted to-
bush up haphazard complaints about the want of communication
facilities. Certain taluks were monopolising the  ecommunication
facilities at the expense of others. Sir, in spite of the Advisory Coms-
mittee which ha,s been existing for the past so many years, we gre shill
hiearing complaints from every gorner of the house. It should either
bave heen due o defects in the working of the committee or due to
the lask of care that the deparhmant bestowed on the recommendsitions
of “he committes, From my place here I sm not able to judge what
it is due to at present. When the Advisory Committee was consti-
tuted, I had the good fortune to enter i as an elected member. Fram
there T could see that the money at the disposal of the committes was
very-littie. Even that Little money we divided into three parts to
bedge in ali considerations and aspects. One part allotted for works of
All+Travancore imvortance, one part for comp]e’omg WGIkE which ra-
mained uncompleted and the third for new works.

MR, S. CHATTANATHA KARAYALAR (Deputy Preszds:wt) Six, it 1s
out of order to- dmcuas a.bout ’nhe working of the Advlsory Lommittee in

thiy cofinection.
PRESIDENT :  Yes, it 18 out of or der to discuss the kam_g of the

commlttee | |
MR KANNANTHGDATHU JANARDANAN NAIR : If the committee had

been. more careful in their recommendations... ...
| PRESIDENT : T is too far-fetched. I ghall not, under this he&dmg,
allow the digcussion of the shortcomings of the Advisory Committee or

the neglect of its recommendations. There Wlll be other 0p1301tun1ties

for that.
-+ "Mr. KANNANTHODATHU JANAR. DAHAN NAIR: I have not;hlrng;else to

gpeak on. L

MR. M. L. JANARDANAN PILLAI (Non’*mmtf.d} I have often heard in
this house, year after yeat, complaitts made ‘about the: inadequacy of
the means of commaunication provided by Government, .To my mind,
ever since the Adwisory Committees had begun to function, there has
besn coneiderable improvement. At the same time, I have ‘to point
out that the point of view taken by the Advisory Gomn:nttee and the
depgriment has been only to carry out the immediate needs without a
thought to the future. 1In regard to the P. W. department, I am not
prepa,md merely to- look ab i% as one-that..gupplies us with roads and
canals. In a countly like Travancore, we have to look at it from other
points of view also, natnely, a8 & contributor to'the development of our
trade and industries. - I am afraid this: point :has been:over-looked by
the authorities concerned. It was pointéd out, earlier in the day, by
Mr. BE. P. Varughese that the portion” on the western side of the
Shertallai taluk has been sadly neglected. - I may inform- this FHouse,
Bir, that there.is a great deal of trade to be developed in that area.
~ That area cannot be developed because of: the difficulties of tranaport
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Therefore if the department would make up Its- mmd to construct &
road connecting Alleppey town with Shertaltai, it will enable the
people to bring into eXistence a large number of industries and..the
_result of it would be the general economic improvement of the peaple
of that part of the country. In regard even to the food problem the
ditficulty at present is very-serious hecause bags of paddy and rice have
to be c¢arried in head-loads for several miles to get them into the: mte-
rior parts of the taluk. Thereforc, considering these ciréumstances,
I would strongly recornmend that this aspeet of the question may be
taken into consideration by the depaltment not only with reg&rd t0
“Shertaliai, but with regard 1o other jracts in other taluks also.
In regard to towns, particularly Alléppey, it'had been the scheme
 of Government to fill up the low-lying areas of that town and maks it
possible for the people to live a healthier life than they are able to
lead it present and also'$o attract industrialists and capitalists to come
gnd carry on nsw. businesses in Alleppey. But.now that town is as
unhealthy as ever. 'Thanks .to the (Jovelnment the availability of
good drinking water has alleviated the suffering considerably.
- 'When the question.of filling up the low-lying areas of Alleppey
was brought to the attention of the department, it was argued that
‘funds for filling up the aveas falling 'within the municipal limits should
be pmvlded fov:by.the Aunicipality., At the same . tumé, the Munici-
palities find no funds to make any provision at all, with the result
that the health of Alleppey town continues t0 be as bad as 1t was. 1
wonld commmend this aspect of the question also for ithe consideration
~ of Government,
- Another point which [ would like to’ touch upon is this: It had
heen pointed out in the address presented to the Dewan by the two
.Chambers of . Commerze, when he happened to cometo Alleppey-irn-
mediately after he™ ‘took charge that it would be the endeavour
o CGlovernment to-§0 “develop the means of communications, both
of water transport and ..road = transport,’to .converge from the-
‘hlﬂtﬁll&ﬂd to Alleppey and to develop those wo lines of com-
manication” in- thé most - sagisfactory . manner - possible. -I am
- afraid that ides bag not yet materialised for the simple reason th&t the
-~ _depmtme.nt 18 taklng up certain works, domg it partly in one year and.
. brying to'do another part the next year, the funds for' the work lapsing
g:m the mean time. As wasg pomted out by - several meibers, a canal ig
_constructed at one end on one side and a bit of & distance at the other end
“4nd the middle iz allowed to rémuin untouched. - 8o too is the case
with roads. .. What does that:indicate? It only indicates a policy of
spending some amount year by year for some public ‘works making it
absolutely nssless sither for the Goveriimeny or for the peopls. 1ifeel
that if these weré carried.out-in full either in that year or; executed
 within the earliest possible time it would have bwught in a ¢onsider-
" “able revenue to Government, because the people living in that lodality
vwould have ecﬂnon..lcally ]mpl“oved T am-afraid this .aspect has been
lost sight of, I am just mentioning these facts so that this &ﬁpect algo

mlght receive the consideration of Grovernment. ot
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MR, P. NARAYANA PILLAI Sn:, I_ also auppalt the motion. Even:
'though Mr. Adichan has referred to the importance of certain rogds
in my constituency that. does not mesu that I also need not speak
about the necessity for certsin important . W. works there. The fact
that I am living elsewhere does not lesson my enthusiasm to advert o
that aspect of the matter., The condition of the roads in Kunnathup
s very miserable and it requires immediate attention of the department
with regard to the proper mainitenance of them. I do not however
want to mention all the important roads that have been already given
expression. ta by Mr. Adichan and therefore I will point out some of
the other roads which requn.e the attention of the Department., “There
ig a road from Mavelikara 4o Kay&molam which passes. through the
-~ villages of Evezha and Perungala, It is about 4 miles in length out
of which 2 miles have been gravelled a few years back. There wag
provisior in the budget for gravelhng this road during the current year,
but no amount seems to have been spent towards that item of worl
daring the ysar. If is aleo a curiouns fact to know that no provision
has been made for ﬂ‘ravellmg the road,” in the next year's budget. I
urge the need for improving that road. Then there is ancther road
léading from Oachiia to Thamaracolam. There is one section of the
road from Oachira to Vallikunnam which is only 3 milés, out of which
ane mile of the road has been gravellea An allotmentiof Rs. “1,000
has been pmmded in the next yeu.l s budget for the purpose of gravel-
ling the road but that. amonnt is quite inadequate for the purpoze.
There i8 no use in making insuffictent allotirents for proceeding with
1mport&nt works. That will lead to only waste of public money. When
oncé it is noted thata work is important, it should always be the en-
deavour of the department and Government to ear-mark sufficient
moneyfor the construction of that for a period of 2 or 3 years and Bae
that that particular item: of work is completed. I would mention in
this connection the urgent necessity of constrtiching & budge at Prayi-
kara in Mavelikara. In reply to & question asked by me the Chief
Engineer said tha# this question will be taken up after the completion
of the Kollakudavu bridge. Of course, I do not deny the 1mp9rta.nce
of that bridge. = But, it is not going to be an accomplished fuct for a few
yaars to come. - No amounﬁ was provided for. proceedmg with th&t work
lagh year.

_' HR PULIYOGR T. P, VELAYUD}IAN PILLAL: Ma,y 1 know whether
apy provision wasg made for-that in the year previous to that ? ;

MR. P, NARAYANA PILLAI :  In the year 1117, about Rs. 10,000 was
prmlded out of which, Bs. 1,000 was spent and the balané: was allawed
to lapse. Next year ahoutb Rﬂ 10,000 has been gat apart towards thik
work which 1s also qmte 1nsuﬁclen‘r But I doubt whether this amaunt
will not be allowed to lapse. The point I want to stress 1s that’s
bridge at Praylkala I8 equ&lly 1mnortant as Kollakadavu budge
Bes:des, there is & recurring expenf-‘e of Rs. 9, 000 for maintaining a
ferry and for the maintenance of the &pproach roads on either side of
the fexrry. So long as the construction of that bridge is incomplete,

piecemeal provision for carrymg on with that work 1s & waste.
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Ma. VARKALA. K MADHAVAN M&y I koow whﬂthel that portion of
the viver whete a bridge is now asked for, is" navigable? *

MR P NARAYANA PILLAL: “Yes, Sir

“Then my submission i§ that the general condition of the toads in
Ma.vehka,m is ‘also very bad, The maintenance allotment in the
budget a8 18 now stated by the Chief Kngineer is only Rs. 10 for every
maile of road, and this is quite insufficient. [ once more request the
departinental head as well as the Govémment to consider this matter
very geriotsly and do the needful.

MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAl (Tovala cum Adgastiswaram):  Sir, I am
ﬂulpused to find that almest all thé members who spoke on the mation
have completdy ignored-one very lmpmt&nt fact pertammg to the
execution of P. W. D. works at.the present juncture. lt1is true that
most of the works for which money has been plowded for this year ara
not found completely 5991113 or par tlally 3pent in some cases Or some
works are not taken up at all this year. It is also true that certain
works which weré left lmcomlﬂetu lagt year do.rewmain in the same
condition this year also, Neither is there any provision in the current
year's budget for taking up such works. Why is it that we find at
leash 8 good pottion of the allotm ent that is made for this department
18 allowed $0 lapse? 1 ask the honoumble Members, why 18 it that when
a provision is made after.estimates were called for, the work is not
proceeded with? There are many items of work included in this year's
budget and I trust that ull those were based upon the current scheduled
r&tes and even then, work isnot progressing. Supposing if 25 per gent.
1ncrement ovar the estimnated amotunt is sanctioned on P. W. D. works, I
doubt Whether the contractors will still he able to Caryy out the dlﬁel-
ent {tems of work, In thc nature of $hings, it has become difficult for
the contrachora ta execute the work., The. materials are very costly
In the case of construction of bridges, certain materials are not vml-
able and obhers could not get priority of import from foreign countries,
Even though most of the works are of a small character, my experience
is that the contractors are finding 1t lmpossible to execute them for want
of matemals and sufficient amount in the estimate. Every day the rates
for meta.l increase. Itisnotstrange to note that the contractors who have
agreed to supply metal are not able to do so for their or1g1nal estimate
amounts. The wages and the cost of material are Incressing day by .
day, so much 80, the contractors are not able to execute their contracts.
Further notbing remaing fixed #o that an estimate may bé adhered to.
Under these civcumstanges, there is no use in blaming the department
or the contractor for not executmﬁ the works. Of courge, it 18 not
their intention not to execute the wmks, but there are s many difficul-
.t1es in the way and that has to be realised by the honmu&ble members
of the House. The contractors took up contracts aé & certain rate
_hoping they would get something for the labour done by them. But
due to present day conditions; thev have to snffer a heavy loss. The
ecost of materials hﬂ.s become double ‘and treble when compared Nlh')
{hat obtaining 10 year%' b&c‘l{' when tlle schedule was prepared

' LA | . e . - . - . " .
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Mr. KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM: So then is it the 0]._)11]1011 of the
wember thab thev shonld be given extra rates for finishing & particular
work ?

MR. Al. SWATHANU PILLAI: Tverything depends upon the nature
of the work. Individual cases of works ov their merits have to be
taken into consideration. Ior instance, the P. W. D. may be able to
take up the corstruetion of a road in a particular locality at a certain
cost, but with the same cost 1t may not be possible in certain other
localities. So, individual items of work are to be considered on their
merits. Then ceriain items of work for which sanction has been
- already obtained have $o wait for further sanction 1if the esfimates are

revised in viaw of the ineressed rates. It has again to go through the
game formailivies to obtain sanction, a good desl of red tapism.. Thaf
is-estimates have fo bs called for, scrutinised and then sert up for Gov-
- arnment ganction,

‘SADASYATILAKA T. X. VELU PILLAI (me{wrdmw?) - May I know
whether the remarks made by the hongurable member apply anly to
orlgln'ﬂ works or also to maintenance works?

| Mu. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: The cost of materials applies o all

items of works. [Last year the department was handicapped greatly
on aceount of the 10 per cent cut in maintenance grant, The Advisory
‘Committee recommended the rvestoration of this 10 ‘per cent cuf at
leaet. T am glad to note that it has been restored by Government.
© That will be some advantage. DBut that taken with the present ab-
pormal riss of labour wages and rafes for metal ete., maintenance -
works also do suffer as the care of original works. For the matter of
that all works have got to suffer for want of corresponding high rate
for items, In fact, several works of the nature of mere earth-work are
held up for want of adequate rates for ¢ooly charges, It is impossible
to construct a; bridge now because of tha difficulty in getting cement
and other foreign materials. -

“#ir. M. R. NARAYANA PILLALI: Are we to undewtand that  these
ostimates aie prepared without ascér t&mmg the value of materials before
hagpd ? -
I} Mr. M. SIVATHAND PILLAl:  For the c,urrent year’'s Worl{ estimate,
are prepared long before. Kven the existing schedule rates cannot be
ndhered to. In actual practice it will be thres and four times greater
than the scheduléd rates. When & work is starfed and when it has pro-
ceeded t0 @ certain stage the contractor will say that he would require

a lavger ameunt than the one agreed upon. The matter will be placed
“before the Chief Engineer and he in turn will have to ged sanction

" from the Government. All this process will take a long time.

MR. KOTTALIL P, ABRAHAM : May I know whether we are not
called upon to consider the budget for the nexb year embodying the

estimates prepated on fhis hasis.?
Mg, M. SIVATHANUD PILLAl:  The catimates were prepmed last year.

Px priority list is given.. I may say thab the budget is nob prepared on
any fixed basis. Because nothing remaing fixed for a time at least,

V'ﬂl- ml. Hﬂ- 7
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I we want any work to be cairied aul, nbsolute discretion in the
yatter of sanctioning rates and estimates should be given to the
executive authorities.  There should not be the occasion for the
inspection of accounts by the Aceount Office people or the scrubiny of
the work by any other authority. You should give absolute authority
to the Hxecutive Bngineers and the Chisf HEngineer. The condition
is such that you have ta denend eniirely upon the Head of the Depart-
ment for executing any work. | L

QADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLA}: With a view to protect these

communications from destruction, is it the- member’'s view that. the

amaunt sanctioned for maintenance works may be revised and added on

- from time to time according to the necessity ?

MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: Exactly so. That has to be done*
Buat absolute discretion shounld be given to the execative autharities:
The rates may differ from North, Central and Sounth Lravancore. If
will be impossible o confine within the schedule rates, - The Heed of
the Department should be an autocrat. Then only can .the work be

"‘Gone. T am only saying the simple truth. So--unless the execuiive

authorities in the P. W. depariment are given full and complete ires.
dom in the spending of amounts, no work can be done. i am noi
putting, in so eaying, & ple for the Chief Engineer. The present con-

 ditions are such that one cannot avoid it. All the usual process of

serutinising estimates on a fixed basis and sticking on to the schedule
have t0 be suspended though temporarily, to get works complefed and

" those works only in respeet of which materials are . locally avsi'able

and other works have got ta wait 6ill the present abuormal conditions

"~ ‘mre over. .In sorae cnses, coolies want only ample supply of rice for

the works to be brought to completion.. - Then the. question arises as
to how to make such supply of rice, which is again a difficult question,
I am afraid that mos: of the worke budgeted for, this year and next
year cannot show any progress. . We car only hope that the Chief

“Engineer, being the scle jadge, will take wp whatever works are
possible. | o S

MR, KGT.T_ALIL P. ABRAQAM . Sir, this motion draws peinted aiten-

- tiofr to the improvement of irrigation as well as means of land com-

pimications.  In regard to the irrigation works T have to draw the
attention of the Chief Ergineer and the Adviscry Board fo ihe thodu
running threugh Uzhavoor pakuthi near Kuthattukulam which is
‘yather a long thodw. It runs through vast tracts of paddy fields and
is very very zigzag in its course.. On account of the zigzag mnature of

~ the thodu, many plots in the aroa get silted and several other porlions

sre washed off particularly in the flood season. " Thisis npoficed fo be
an annuslly recurring nuisance. - I request that the department may
be sympathetic enough to see it8 way to remoye the detects.
Regarding land commnaications may I refer o the next cub
wmosion under which I have brought the case of a ryots’ road, namely,
vae Kottappady-Ayakad road in Muvattupuzha-taluk. It is. & shory
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road abont which mention has been made in this House on more than
one occasion. I know that certain steps are heing taken for bringing
the road under (foverniuent maintenance, But the steps are so slow
in their progress that the road already constructed by tha ¥yots 1s
‘damaged in several places on account of its ownerless situation and
waut of any care paid to the particular road. Tt becomes a sorh of
waste. To avoid the waste J request that the Government may be
pleased to expedite the taking up of this road.

I have to bring to the notice of the Department another road in
Ramangalom pakuthi in Muvatapuzha taluk. The road runs through
the northern parts of Ramangalom paknshi, The place is subject to
floods. Thc case of this road has been brought to the notice of the
Department, once or twice before and I rcpeat that the Department
may be pleased to pay better attention fio it.

Mg. M. SIVATHANU. PILLAI: WMay I know whether the member
will be pleased to supply rice to the coolies who may be omployed for
the work ?

MR. KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM : AH cooliss ‘must be supplied with rice.

Mr. M. SIVATHANU PILLAl:  Am I o take it that they should be
exempted froru the ration ?

MRr. KOTTALIL P. ABRAHRM HEvery individual in the Btate must
be supplied with rice. |

Another important road about which I wish to make mention is
the Parur-Alwaye road. The length of that road is about 10 miles.
But 1 want particularly to say about two ar three miles of ‘that road.
Tt is that portion which gets submerged every year during -the flood
season. On account of that, Parur is cut off from Alwaye and the rest
of Travancore. . When important and responsible officers have to run
up to Parur for domg relief work on. occasions of flood, they find 1t
impossible to veach the place in time. The only way to reach the
place is by the amphibious process of wading through water. Of
“course that is a very difficult process and many people will be reluctans

to risk their'lives for the sake of doing relief work. I understand that
it will not cost much for raising that paltlon. of the road by a few feet..

MR, §. C. CHACKO: May I mform the member that there 1s a pro-
vision in the budget for fhat work, - :

MR, KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM : : T ain very glad to know that Iam
very thankful to the Gwemment snd . the Chief Lngmael for that.
With these words I-support the motion.

MR. C JEBAMONY: NADAR (Ralkulim cum Vilovanikod), -Sir, I wmh
~ to say a few words, so far as Dvigation and Communications arve con-
cerned, I think the complaint is & chronic one so that whatever that
18 sald here does nob seem to be heeded at all by the Depa,rf.ment 50
much so that the P. W. department has become naturaliged in their
- negligence to works of this nature, |

If T bave to speak with reference to the constituency ‘which T have
the lionour to repregent I have to-say that 1o the matter of - improve-
meu} of public works the neglect continues still. I will refer to only
one important work and that is the recent breach in the L B. G

of the Kodaym PI'O]th

‘i- -l-'l-#
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- Of course it is one causing great amount of anxiety to the public.
When we tried to ascertain why that very important work was being
delayed the coniractors say $hat the Hngineers are not promptly
attending to the ways and means necessary for early completion of the
work. The Engineers say that the contractors are responsible in as
much as they are not snfficiently vigilant. The contractors have io
work in & malarial place and that sufficient medical help 1s not avail-
able. When the contractors ask for the petrol necessary for their
travels in econnection with the contract work fthey do not get it and
there is the complaint that the rice necessary for the labourers is not
supplied. This is a work affecting the cultivation of 60000 acres of
paddy land. I wish that there would be no more negligence in this
matser. |

" Our Engineers have not snecialised in the art of mrrigation. We
have now a number of Chief Engineers. 1t appears to me that we
mast have one more Chief Engineer for the: irnigation branch and he
must have practical as well as theoretical knowledge. He must know
how to tackie the irrigation quesfions in areas where there is excess of
water and shortage of water. | | y

The negligence of the P. W. D. avises in three ways. Firstly w
the maintenance of existing irrigation works, secondly in carrying out
repair works and thirdly with regard to certain new schemes. In the
matter of investigation of important schemes I want them 10 pay move .
attention to public utility and that they should not subject themselves |
to diffidence. I form this impression from the manner in which &
very important and practicable scheme such as the proposal for con-
struction of the Perunjanie reservoir has been handled by some
Hngineers. While every member of the public thinks that scheme is
feasible and indispensable the Chief Engineer alone thinks otherwise
and 80 a very beneficial scheme remains shelved. |

I very much regret that the . P. W.D. officers have a peculiar
wentality to save almost the entire amount of expenditure in the bud-
get and they seem to think that it would help them to secure the
favour of thelr respective superior officers until this outlook is con-
pletly changed, this department cannot make itself useful to the
public. |

SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAI - May T know from the honouy-
able member whether be 15 in favour of associating ofher people also

who are not engineers in the investigation of new schemes ?
Mg. C. JEBAMONY NADAR : Yes, Sir. |
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MR, P. V.MATHAI CHEMPARATHY : Sir, in suppmt*lng the motlon

I wigh to bring to the notic of Governwent the necessity for opening

moze roads in rural places like Meenachil and Thodupuzha. My object .
is only to bring to the notice of Government and the House the grea,t
necessity for opening mare roads especially for the purposs of helping
cultivation. This is a difficulty often encountered by the cultivators.

I wish to bring to the nciice of the Chief Engineer the verv bad
condition of the Lalam-Thodunuzhs road. When I was travalhnff in

3 bas, one of the passengers was iclling me* that the bus was rather
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shaking owing to the very bad couadition of the road. He said that
there was none fto represent onr gricvances fo the Government in
spite of the fact that there are threc members o represent that consti-
tuency. He was not aware that 1 am a member of the Assembly. Io
sa1d that one member is staying al Thodupuzha, another ut Kottayam
and a third at Assam. In fufure, he said, with rightecus indignation,
this should not hapnen. Somebody who knew me remarked that I 'was
the member residing at Thodupuzha. The gentleman mamedistely
came to me and asked me to represent this fact ab th2 next budges
session, I promised to do so and lam thus bringing the matter to the

notice of Government. |
| Now I wish 10 bring tobthe notice of the Government the urgent
- necossity for constructing a bridge across the Meenachil river at Palai.
A bridge was uctually constructed there sometime ago buf later on the
matberials were removed and used sornewhere else. Students residing
on one side of the river find it very difficuls fo cross the river in order
to go fo schools on the other side, Itis also a place where ull the
‘Government offices are sihuated. on the other side of the river, There-
fore I wish to bringic wthe notice of Gevernment the necessity for
constructing a bridge across the Meenachil river at Palai. '
SADASYATILAKA T. K, VELU PILLAI:  Are pot the roads in Palal
much below the flood level of the xiver? .
| Mg, . P. V. MATHAl CHEMPARATHY: Yes, Siy, that is also a fact.
During the rainy season the roads are under water. Thatisdlsoa

difficulty. With these words I support the motion. L

. MR. K. & SEBASTIAN: Bir, I also wish to support the inotion. I

‘wish first to speak about the urgent necessily for the improvement of
the irrigational facilities of the State. ‘The budget allotment last year
was Rs. 2'25 lakhs for irrigation projects. . In the revised esfimate the
amount has come down 02 lakhs. I% means that Government are
trying to save Rs, 25,000 out of this meagre allotment. When the
necessity for irrigation projects has been so tremendously felf at pre-
sent becanse of the serious food sifuation, I cannot understand the
meaning of the P. W. D, reducing their expenditure in this direchion
by Rs. 25,000, Again in the budget for 1119 there is only A meagre
provision of Rts. 215 lakhs for protective irvigation, and for produetive
iprigation 1°56 Jakhs which is mainly the Kodayar Project. My sub- .
mission is that when we have got the unique advantage of having such -
surplus in reserve wiy shouid we =not spend some more money for
these projects; 'The. condition of the agricultural populabion in the
rural areas has never been so bad as at presen. On account of the
clearing of the. woods in the hilly parts for the cultivation of tapioca
during rains thers is such & torrent of floods that the paddy fieids in
North Travancove are very often covered with sand. . On account.of the
 intensive cultivation of tapicca and on account of the absence of simul-

taneous iwpryvement in irrigation facilities, the paddy crops have
been going down in recenk times. 1 would most humbly request
Government to raise the allotment for irrigation from 2 lakhs and oddq
. t0 at least 5 lakhs for each year for the duration of the war. -
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WR. PULIYOCR T.P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAI:  May I know wheiher the
memaber is aware that there is an Ivrigation Reserve Fund ? -

MR. K. 8. SEBASTIAN : There may be an Irrigation Reserve Fund.
But the veserve is kent as reserve. We want the reserve oy be utilised
for irmgation. -~ ' |
MR. PULIYOOR T.P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAI: May I draw the atten-
tiyon of the member to the provision ia the next year’s budget for the
crention of an Irrigation Division ? -
- MR, K, S, SEBASTIAN: That does no! arise from my remarks on
the necessity for lrrigation projects.
The House adjourned for lunch at 2 r. M.and re-assembled at
3 P-'M_- , | o | .
MR. K. S. SEBASTIAN :- Sir, there 13 an Irrigation Reserve Fund
for Rs. 8,15,800. Out of this fund, I would suggest that the Hngineer-
ing Depaitment shonla be asked to draw a considerable sam for ths
improvement of protective and other irrigation works in the rural
areas, parbicularly where we have paddy fields. Several of the honour-
. -able'members have been vreferring to Chalikal thodu in iy constituency.
- The Chief Engineer said that a sum of Rs, 50,000, wonld also e
requived for the completion of that work. I think about 30 or 35
thousand rupees have beesn already spent on this scheme and I do not

- find any reason why this Rs. 50,000 also should not have bece spent on

it, " My friend Mr. C. M. Joseph has stated that there are very wide
possibilivies for the development of paddy cultivation, if the scheme is
successfully operated at an early date, There are also other irrigation
projects in the Changanacherry taiuk in those areas where we gei paddy
fields, 1f a hittle more abtention 1s paid for the construciion as well as
the maintenance of small irrigation channels, we will be able ko convert -
some of our paddy fields from single erop %o double crop lands and thus -

increase the production of food. |

Now I come to the means of communication. The means of com- -
municahion in the Changanacherry taluk is far from satisfactory. - The
condiilon of the ryots” roads is rather pitiable. Tiash year I hadocca-
sion to take my fricnds Mr, Narayana Khrup and other members of the
P, W.D. Advisory. Commiltee t0 show them a particular rosd in my
iocality. That is the road from Perumpanachi to Thottakad. The
committee unanimausly recommended for the immediate taking up of
this road under departmental control, but to wy great regret I find that
nothing has been doneso far. Then again the Changanacherry-Vazhoor
road 1s avoad which isonly about 16 miles in length and i¢ is 30 hope-
- lessly mamtained ab present that it s difficult for people to walk on the
road, not to speak of the plight of bullock tarts and motor cars, The
number of bulliock carts that pass along that road is numerous, so much
so the roads eagily get worn ouland the maintenance is not done n
proportion to the wearing out. Then again there is the Changana-
chevry-Maniinala road which should also engage the attention of the
Chief Bngineer. In the Chunganacherry-Vazhovr road there are
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three bolle at present. From these three tolls a large revenue is  beins
collecied, Lbut in spite of thai nothing satisfactory nas been done for the
improvewent of the condition of the sald roads. | ‘

T would lige fo draw the atfention of Government #u another mat: ar.
It would be conceded by every one that the Changanacherry town is
ope of the wmost important:towns in the State. There.is the biggest
market in the iState; there is a first rate college there, the lead-
quarters of the eatholic Divcese of Changanaclorry is situuted there ;
and the head quarters of :the Nair Service Boeciety is also situated
there. Ia spite of all its importance, it is o pity to see that there is
‘neither & T. B. nor & Satram in thal Jlace I have seen somie of the -
big officers of the State who come to Ch&nﬂ&nachel I'y running away
from bthere without finding an abod- to halt for the night. As my
friend Mr. Sastri bhas pmnt  oub the e¢xistence at Chdugauaob srrry ol
the Sachivaitamuepurom colony also is fo be taken into aceount.

SADASYA TILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAI: May I ask, was there not a
T. B.in Changanacherry ? - g -

Mg. K. 8. SEBASTIAN: Once upona time there was one but lager
on it has becn pulled down by Government themselvest ~And there
was alsoa Satrom, which I think has been given as a gift to the Nair
Service Bociety, 1f what 1 understand is conact [ would therefore
request thd Public Works Dzpartment to do sonietdisg immediately
regarding ‘the redress of i{hese grievancesin my taluk, With these
words I support the motion.

MR. E. E. PANDARATHIL ({ruruncore Jb?i?}blua, South). of)sHabo macg)
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Mg, M. R. NARAYANA PILLAl: During the course of the geueral
diseussion on vhe budget, I mentioned that she roads in Travancore tg
the north of Trivandrum excepting perhaps a short distance in the
Quilou town ave 1 & deplorable condition. It 1is well and good that
the Government have in their iniad, the idea of uemenf-conglemng the
trunk roads in Travancore. But in that connection I may mention
that even in Trivandrum, where the main road is so well- kem, S01e’
of the roads leading to and out of the mein road are really in very
bad repairs. 1 will only give one ingtanee, and that is the road lead-
ing from the South- Eastem gate of the Public Office buildings to the
Ruilway Station road. I brought the Chief Engineer’s kind atiention
to this parbicular road moie thaa two years ago and I had asked.
whether 1t waa possible {for him o have the road 1&13&11'&1 He knows
all the roads in l'ravancore and this road also should be known to him,
That is the shortest road from this place where we are at present
“ uathered to the Railway Station., That road is in & very bad condi-
tion. Very oiten heavy inofor vans, corporafion vaus, and big mobon
cars and small cars, jutkas, and even vyiraku-vandies oass along that
road, *The road is very, very narrow. 'herefore it is that I say that
it is not enough that the main roads and frunk roads are ceweni
conerebed. The Chi:f HEnginecr's sricntion sl:u:rum fall on thess
branch roads also. |
T would also speak oné or two words about the roads-in Tiravella
Talak. I hope other members representing Thiruvella will not objecs
to my speaking about Thiravella. There is oce cement bridge which
has recently bean completed ¢n the road from Aranmula to Pandalam,
That is only less than 1 mile from Aranwmala, Although the bridge is
above the flood lavel during the rainy season, the voads leading to that
are below the flood level, so much so, that the bridge is more or less:
useless for tvaffic purpuses during the rainy season. The road referred-
$0 is the shortsst route to Pandalam and it is oniy 7 miles long. There
ig ancther bridge nearing completion at Kozhipalam. Roads on both
ends leading to sthat bridge are alge under water during the flcods.
The Chief Engineer’s attention is most respectfully invited to these two
very important items of work. "Then thera are some Wﬂrks prﬁvlded
- for in the budget of this year under items ‘works in progress.” ' In one
ease, (item "276)a grant was made on 1Y-7-1942 fo the extent of




413 THE FRAVANCORE SRI MUTAM ASSKHMBLY |.281H Juny 1943,

[¥r M. R. Narayayana Pillai.!

Rs. 2080 ; anly Rs. 500 'was spent towards that work in 1118, Then
(item 280) another grant to the extent of Bs. 2,900 on 9.1.1943, ont
of which only Rs. 200 was gpent in 1118. In another instanse (item
287) where the grant sanciioned was Rs. 13,000 on 21-11-1942, the
amount spent in 1118 is only Bs. 1,500 I find the mention of a Tira-
vella-Nattasseri road for which a provision of Ra. 1,000 is made. I do
not know the esisteace of such a road m that avea. -

Mr. . €, CHACKO: That is in Thiruvalla-Natiasseri road in
Kottayam and the road is different.

MB. &i. R. NARAYANA PILLAI: In regard to raising the low por-
tions of Mavelikara-Thiruvella road at 8/5 Kannankuzhi embankment,
I wish to invite the alfention of the Chief Jingineer o the fact that
though he has already given an assurance In answer to a supple.
mentary question on the floor of the Ilouse that iv would be comuleted
before the floods in 1119 at least, I hope he would keep to -his word.
In that connection, | want 10 make a lew constructive
suggostions. Do anot take ap costiy undartakings; do not neglect
egsential maihtenance works ; raise all the low portions of the roads
connected by bridges ; finish all incomplete works for which provision

is made in the budzet; do not allow any amount under maintenance to
lapse or 0 be carried forward to the following year or to be appropuia-
ted for other purposes. With these wouds, I support the eut motion.

M. P. KUNJUKRISHNAN (Quilon cam Kotiarakara): Sir, I would
in this connection refer to one important sinice in Paravar which has
to be verv urgently congtructed. [t hus un all Travancore importance.
In view of the fact that theve is so much scarcity of naddy and rice in
the land, by the consiruction of a sluice referred to by me, the pro-
duetion of paddy in that area can be augniented by about a lakh of

PITas, accordirviy ta very reasonable calculations. This matter - hus
been brought to the notice of the House previously on more occasions
than one. Now, for want of a sluice, extcusive paddy fields which
stretch abont long distances up to the place where the Ithikkara river
joins the Paravur lake are not productive of guod resulis, Those areas
have become practically non-prodnciive of food supply. The river
Tthikkary brings very heavy floods darving the rainy season and on
secount of thig paddv fields ave flonded so much so the crops are com-
pletely destroyed. "Lhis destruction process is taking place not only
during th= xainy setason bat :n summer also there is destructitn in &
different .manner. Saltish water from fthe seca and the lake rises up
into the fields and destroys fthe crops in the paddy fields, The volume
of water flood we have o face year after year in that area can be seeu
from the recent reports about the flnod situation.. 'Lhe flood gnes to
such heights near the Ithikkara bridge that the water so overtlowing
shoots up tu 4° or 5 so much so, on one occasion, that the bandy and
the driver were. both drowned nearly a inonth back in that place
From iis the natave of the flood can be more or less imagined. The
way in which saltish water during swmmer destroys the crop can also
Le seen if a proper enquiry is made into the matter. I know the per.
sent Chief Engineer while he was the Executive Engineer of Quilen

'
CH
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in company with the then Division Peishkar visited the place two years
hack and as a vesult of that some survey of the land up to the Paravar
bar was made. DBut at any rate that scheme seems to have been given
" up, because persons possessing land were not willing to part with them.
If the ownoers of propertie: are not willing to give away their lands
for an important public purpose, then that should he acquired by
Goverument. In this connexion I would advert td a ‘leading aricle
published in the “Kerala Kuumudi” which 'is a leading paper of the
State a few months back. That important paper stressed the point
very intelligently and the idea was very instructive, The gist of that
was that if a sluice 1s constructed at the Paravur bar, production of
paddy in the Qrilon taluk can be augmented by about 1 lakh of paras.
Many other arguments in suppork of that were also mentioned. T am
sure that the importauce of this siuice must have been hrought home
to the attenion of the head of the Public Works Departwient, T also
understand that soma estimate alto was called for for that work and at
a wodest calculation 1¢ worked up to Rs. 60,000, This is a mubter
which demands urgent enquiry and urgent action. I request that in
view of the grave situation which we are facing ah yresent, this matter
may be immediately taken up. With these words, I support the cut
motion. | | -
| MR, VARKALA K. MADHAVAN : Sir, the coastal villages in my con-
stituency are water logged areas as a result of which diseases, such as
cholera, typhoid, malaria and other water-borne epidemics prevail peri-
odically in those parts. Evéry year, the Public Health Dgpartment is
spending a good amount towards inoculating the residents of those
villages. 1 may also mention at this juncturc that Kadakavur is the
most thickly populated ruval area in Travamcore according to the lass
census and it has no good drinking waber. As the Dewan President
sald the other doy, ‘water, watcr, everywhore nor any drap o drink’
that rematrk exactlv applies to such a fine place a5 -Kadakavur. 10
years ago, an attempt was mniade to sink tube wells in several villages
of that region. But. the atteuwipl was given up as hopeless. At g
depth of 30’ the water was good. But due to some reason, the
Engineers concerned were nob able to detect that and the deeper the’
well went more brackish the water became. HEveii at a depth of 200’
_water was found to ke brackish. In these cirecumstances, I wonld
vequest the Chief Engineer to take up the work again and pravide at
least one tube well in that place for supplylng good water. .

Mr. KAVIYOOSR K. K. KOCHUKUINYU (No:ninated) - @, oMo QO
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CMR. JOSEPH VITHAYATHIL (Kunnatnad cum Pgrur) : Sir, I
azree with the view that 1the P. W. Department is not regpon-
sible for the.delay that ig caused in the completion of the works
‘undertaken by the Department. War conditions are mainly responsi.
ble for the delay. Bui there are certain works which have to be
comnleted whatever the costs may pe. One such work, so far as the
Parar Taluk is coucerned, is the comnletion of the Sri Chitra Tirunal
Road. It iz a matter for regret that a road which bears the name of
His Gracious Highness the Mahara)a could not be completed till now.
Although the eatimate, for the cousiruction of the road had been sanc-
tioned years ago the work 1s not corapletied. The road is -only aboust 5
mileg long. Other roads 1n the Parur Taluk which can be taken up
without much difficulty are the Alwaye-Coonumimavoo road, Parur-
Kuriappilli road, Kzhikkara and Kadakkari roads. I understand that
the P. W. D. Advisory Board has brought to the notice of the Chief
-~ Engineear the need for the 1ep&1r of these roads, s
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" MR. 8. CHATTANATHA KARAYALAR: The time available for dis.
cussion of this demand is only 2Q. minutes. We will have to give
some time.for the Chief Engineer to speak, I Mr. Velayudhar Pillai
wishes to speak, I can allow him only five minutes. -

‘MR, PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAl:  Sir, in the hrst p]&ﬁa
it is' a maiter for gratification to find that the Goverament have been
njeased to extend the term of service of tha present Chief Bngincer for
another year which exfension he richly merits. Page 45 of the Audit.
Report and Applupm&ﬁmn Accounts ‘shows whab the saving in the
P. W.D. Budge! for 1117 was Rs. 4,35,271. Liet us sce why this
hur“‘e gsmounnt 18 &llnwed to be lapqed by P, W. D. from yoar to year,

“"The main réagon alleged for the delay in c&rrymw out the works
for which provision is made in the réspecbive budgets, is the difficulty
for obtmmug the necessary materials due to the iJlBSE:IlJﬁ internafional
situasion. I cax very well understand ihat positicn. But it is found
from page 77 ¢f the. Audit and Apprapuatlon Report that two items
of work have not been taken. up, namely, items 5 and 7, relating to
the investigations of water supply to Bhertalal and Kotiavam Laluks
The amoctnt budgetted for the 5th item was only Rs. 5,000, .For:
Kottayam - water supply investigation, an amount of s, 12,000 was
sanctioned. -But it is regretable o find that not a rupee was speut for
the ahove purnoses in 1117.. May I ask, what was the difficulty in
carrying out these wu invesiigations, <. ¢., mvestigation of water supply
to Shertallal taluk and in vestlga.mun of stt{i‘l. supply to Kmtmwm I
ara at & loss .40 undersiand why these two important Investigations
were Dok pushed through during the year even thouvgh there was
provision in the budget foxr such work, It can not be urged for &
moment that it was not taizen up and completed because of the difficul-
ties-for obtaining the required materials for the investigations already
veferred to. We are all ‘aware that the public of these two Places,
Kottxy&m and - Shertallal, are put to vmy great difficulty and incon-
veRience on aceount of the  scarcity of- good drlnhlng water In t'noge
Ioca.lmeb |

Wlth 13&&1‘& t0 11r1g&t10n WOlkb, Sir, d,ccordmb to me, thare are
WG ressons for the delay.in carrying out ‘such works. I am gl&d to
find oné diffienlty bas a,lre&dy been rémoved ‘by Governmeut by the
appointment of a apaar&ue Kxecutive Engineer for irrigation. The
108t ireportant reason for the delay in catrying out irrigation works
that e scattered ‘hroughout the:Btate is. the absence nf 1&&1 interesh
and co-operation between the two departments namely, the I, W.D.and |
tlie Liand Revenue. How is it possible for the P. W. D. tao carry ouf
certain works without the land beirg made available to them tocarry .
on the work ? -Many.of the works that.are provided for in the budget
ale no} carried out on account of the delay in the land acqalsition Pro-
ceedings, - So, my humble suggestion in this connection is that, if we
want to see &nylsubst&ntiia] and. sausfactory improvement in this dll‘e;‘-*
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tion it is absolutely neoessmy, rather it is indispensable that a speclal
officer not below the rani: of o ‘[ahsildar is appoiated to discharge this
function slone wirh jurisdiction throughout the State. His duty must be
to do works in connection with the land acquisition for carrying out
irrigacion works.” Then alone we can achiave satisfactory results. In
this yjunctur+ I wans to stress on the attention of the Chiaf Kngineer
and the Government that, at least in 1119, all the works th&t are p10~
vided for should be taken up and completed.

As Neriamangalap bridge is to the Cochin Harbour, s0 is Kolla-
kadava bridge to the Alleppev Harbour - It is an all Travancore nro-
blem, because, in the first place, by the construction of that budge all
the important towns in the State from North Parur to Cape Comorin
would be eonnected: withiu t‘*e shortest time and in the second place
the hill-produce like Rubber; tea. pepper and ginger can be trans:orfed
vure Bollakadava to Alleppey Harbour within the shortes possible time.
Thus, this 15 an all Travancore question. I am thankfual to Govern-
ment that at least some provision has besn included in the rext vear's
budgel for the constraction of this bridge. T wonld request that the
work may be earnestly taken up and completed neXi year. |

Another imvortant point that X want fo stress is that the depart-
mental subordinates do not arpear to be taking sufficient care or atten-
tion to safegward the life and property of the public. 8ir, ir the
Chengannoor-Mannar road o/t Pandanad certain breaches have cc.
carred as a resulf of cutiing open certain portiune of the road for
caryylng oli Irr.yibion WOTKS which could not be comvieted -before the
mMonseon had et ic. The breaches on the Pghlic Rozd were
elosed. This hfﬂs given room for several accidenis mﬂ.ulwﬂg loss of life
and glopelty I have informed ihe devartmental “head of this. fact.
The work was not cowm: nleted, the bresches are g%ll there. . The
Chief Ennlmer has been ropeatedly informed of this ; still uothmg has
been done yoi. Cousequently, cullivation i paddy or the :cuthern
side of these breaches has been completcly deakrcyed There have
been provisions in the budget for the past three vears for the, congtruc-
tion of a bridge at Kozhithodu on the bhenganneor -Aranmuls road.
Up to this’ moment, that has not been comnleted- I -would request
thal special care may be taken to see that works for which provision
bas been made, may be taken up and coupleted at least rext year.
| MR, i. C. CHACKO - Sir, within the time &varlable I ahall tu 10
answer tha various points vaised here,

SADASYATLAKA T, K. VELU PILLAL; In the case of Alleppey,
Shertals and other eanals mentioned by Mu Narayang Kurnp have not -
lands been acaaired, the compensation paid and the Revend Dagari-
ment handed over possession of lands to the Public Works Departmant

-Mi. 1. C_GHACKO : The pecessary lands have been leased out.

Sir, the honourabie member who is respensible for this cut motion
has mlsed ;wo importent pbints. One refers to the neglect shown to-
wards mluor n.rlgatmn works partmularly the tanks of Neyyattinkars
taluk. . The irrigation works stand on a different footing from ordinary
public works like the constraction. of roads or buildings, The irri-
- gation works have to be carried oOut affer the formalities requxred by

—




442  THE TEAVANCOGLF.SKI MULAM ASBEMBLY | 28TH JUGY 1943
[Mr. L C. Chacko.] |

the Irrigation Act have been gone through. Objechions, if any, have
%o be invited, considered and settled. This process takes some fime,
At the present tirue the cost of labour and materials is high wud trans-
pott hag become very difficutt.  Vhervofore if has becowme vary difficult
" to get conbractors to take np works at the sanchioned eshimate rates,
The-estimates have unecessarily to b2 revised. lach e an estimate
‘is reviged, u fresh notification becomes uneccssary s0 that the consem
of the tyntrﬁ mav be obtained bhefore incurring bhe &ﬁdltifmmi erpend;.
turs, as thoy nave "o contribute half of the acbunt cost-Owing to wy.
settled couditions prevailiug now, it has become very difficult %o revige
estituntes with any degree of accurasy. By . the fune an estimatc is
sanctioned, the rates go higher and ligher. bdome of the Honourabiv
members explained this aspect of the guestion and T am tbankful to
them, Government have from time to time muade cerbaln mwodifications
in the Lrrigation Rules with w view {n help the progress of hwrigalion
works., Tu 1035 (Yovornment passed an -order that if the ryots come
forward wud take un Yhese works thewselves for execution, Govern-
meut wili puy Lalf contribubtlon bo thein, msbead o the ryots payin, -
the half contribution to Government.  In several cases, the ryvois bave
taken advantage of this rule and thus it was possibie for $hem to ¢on-
plete the works very prompily. I would therefore suggest to the
hionourable member that if nossible some such Jocal organisations may
be constituted for this purpose and they may underfake such works.
After all, in irrigation matters, earthwork 18 the main tem of work
and it is not a diffficult item for the ryots to take up. | |
MR K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN :  eatomeo  alleioe . 5o

mudale AIBIMOID’ OS0WRO0 MW)Oma®hoenE TVIW |08 ORI
- Mg. 1. c CHACKO : mm'mmémo'bq 'mm%a;ﬂsdggﬂ.a;_' ShIad
QY alOOmE oJI@ RG BB NMISAMMIAMZJO0 1osr
SADASYATILAKA ‘T, K. VELU PILLAl: Will not tha Boavds thus
fo’r’;’lmd agk for incvaascd wages 0 the lahonrers ? -

MB. 1. C. GHAGKD ©  Yes. There is g definite understanding to the
effeot that Governmensg will be prepared to besr half the actual cost
of works. . The Honourable member said that many of the improved
tanks ave in a neglected coadition. According to the Irrigation Act,
the ryots are solely responsihe for their maintenance. They are bound
to maintain them at the level of efficiency at which they were, when
the ra2sipration works wera completed. = . L

MR. M. BHASKARAN NAIR . 1 did not say that the tapnks improved
Were noi maintained: afterwards. All that I said was that when jm-
provements were completed, they weie not fit for irvigation purposes.

- MR. 1. C. CHACKO : No such instances have till now come to my
1'10[;10_-3 As and when specific instances are reported, I shall certainly
iook into .them. Then the Honourable member referred  to:eertain
channels in Neyyabtinkara talnk. Bxcenting Kottukal chsnnsl, the



DEMAND Vil—PUBLIC WOKKS DEPARTMENT INCLUDING 443
WATER WORKS ANP DRAINAGE TR Ly

othezs there, are natural draimage chawnels. They are full of sharp
bends. There is no uniform width and the banks are on varying levels.
Maintenance work is @ very difficult matter. Added fo this, the veason’
for so many breaches is on account of soil erosion. As it is, hill slopes
are cultna’ued without any aitempt at terracing or preventing ihe
erosion of soil, so that all the surface soil 'is washed into channels and
thereby raising this bed and breaches are cavsed by the overflow of
banks. The same i8 the case nct only of channels but ‘most of the
main rivers in this govntrv. Almost all the nivers are  getding sifted
ip. .

: SADASYATILAKA T.. K.VELU Pl_LL_AI: Was there not a scheme
propounded ky the Heonomic Development Board some years back
directing an enquiry into the siliing up ¢f the rivers and the adophon
of suitable measures to prevent silting ¥

Me. I. G, GHAGKO i am not aware of 1i.

Mie. M. BHASKARAN NAIR © T cannot understand why breaches should
occur in ehannels. 1Is it not the dntv of the depaltment to see ih&t
breaches are closed in time? |

- MR. 1. C. GHACKO :. Out of 12 bre mcheq in Mudavupara Thodu

1) have been closed. In the Kottnkal channel two breaches oecurred
and necesssry action has been taken for closing them. The honanr.
able member also referred tc some of the roads in that taluk. The
particular road referrad tc was the Neyyattinkara-Poovar road. There
18 already an estimate for Rs. 7,500 and ont of thal amount works 0
the extent of Rs. 3,000 have already been carried ont.: In the Budget
for 1119 also ?hare ig a provision for improving that road.

Several Bonourable members referred to the delay in the comple-
“tion of . the Nag&mpad&m bridge. I wounld Like to explain the real
,poaltmn The delay is due o the fact that we have not been able to

get sorap ivon required for rmoulding the cast iron piles. Out  of the
1200 running .feet of ypiles thal we vequire, ’llle&d‘;‘ *100 feet have'

been manufactured. |

Mi. P. SIVARARA PILLAI - May L know wheth'er it is t:oncret'e- or
% wooden bridge ? | |

Mg. ). C. GHAGKO: The supnmfs ave made, of cast iron plles-
Only four more piles are to be screwed down and thev will be cast and
screwed down a8 scon as we - are able to secure scrap iron for which
enquiries are being made. Already works to thé exvent of Rs. 40,000
have been carmed out this year. This is partly on the cost of iron
materials. Except. the four piles to .be screwed and the extra piles
required to raise these supports to the level of the platform, we have
secured all the iron materials and-they have ‘been: fa.brlcated gither at
our workshops or at the spot. In the ordinary course, I e:xpeet that

the work will be completed next year.
MR, K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN:  ppamilo al @_.@s'}@'lmﬁaem

mmam% oM oadomg @ood &c&,qﬁnma@ms mwmﬁmmﬂdm
- aRpGemo, maammmﬂgg&@z . S e |
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.+ . Apother subject about. which so0 many members spoke
was ahout the Chalakal thodu. We have spentso far only about
- 138.-18,000. The present arrangement is that the private people are
allowed to blast the rock from the line of the thodu - and take it with-
out any payment. When that has progressed to some exteni, Gov-
erament will take over and finish the remaining work., According io
the present programme three to four years ago about 60,000
cubie feat of rock were blasted and removed. The remaming cost for
~ completing this work is given as Rs. 50,000. Bub that was an esti-
raate which was prepared several yeary back. If we are to undertake
the work at this time it will cost at least three timeg that amount and
ihat for about 3,000 running feet . of canal. Bo, this 1s not the oppor-

-tune time to take up the work, C
.~ The honourable member, Mr, I P. Varughese referred to one or
two worka in the Shertallai taluk. He said that the Shertallai taluk
“has been neglected and sufficient work has not been caxvied out there,
-In the year 1116 we spent more than a lakh of rupees for Shertallsi
_taluk alone and more than 20 to 25 miles of cart roads have been
“opened with necessary bridges. . In 1117, about Rs. 60,000 have heen

spent for opening new roads in that taluk, The honourable niember
referred to the Beach Road from Shertallai to Mavarikulam. For a
‘road four miles long the expenditure estimabted i3 Rs. 57,800.
~ The Advisory Committee has not recommended that that work should
be taken up either last year or this year. In fact, their recommend-
‘ation wus that in view of the high cost of materials 1t may wait for
better times, and more urgent works were selected by them. The sanie
is the casé with the Arathinkal bridge. The estimated cost of this
bridge is Rs. 5,150. For the same reason, the estimate is allowed to
lie over. The other bridge helonging to a private party veferred to is
not strong enough for any vehicular traffic. e

Mr. S, CHATTANATHA KARAYALAR: The time for the Demand is

over,. - : - -

" The question that Government be granted a sum of Ks. 55,03,560

under Demand VI—Public Woks Department including Water Works

‘and Drainage—was pui and cartied,

The motion was rassed and the grant :ﬁms'made. |

" DEMAND VIII—ELECTRICITY AND TELEPHONE.

- RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P, PADMAKABHA MENON: Sir, T move for s
grant-of Ra. 5599914 nnder Demahd VIII—-Tlectricity and Tele-
phone, - | ) - - |
.. ME.VARKALA K. MADHAVAN :  Sir, I move “$0 reduce the allofment
of Ra. 3,12,750 for divection by Rs. 10 tc discuss local necessities,”
Sir, Attingal is the most important. town heiween Trivandsdsiand
Qailon. The main supply line from Pallivasal 4o Trivandrom ruts
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throngh Attingal, Such being the cuse that town is not provided with
electric lights whereas less important places like Kothamangalam and
Kundara are given the benefit of electric lights, In the case of punja
cultivation Paravoor is an important centre having large acreage under |
paddy cultivalion. No arrangements have been made to provide proper
pumping station there for dewatering ‘the fieids.. With these words, 7
place the motion for the aceeptance of the House, R I A
MR. M. R.NARAYANA PILLAL:Sir, I second the motion. -The impors-
ance of Attingal cannot be oversiressed. 1t is a place annually visited
by His Highness the Maharaja in full royal splendour because there is
the temple ceremony to be performed. When the guestion of opening
a telephone call -office at Attingal was discussed in this House lasé
year I was told by the Electrical Eugineer - that a telephone call
officei in Attingal would not be paying to the deparfment. Immediately
. after that—I do not think even two months elapsed— & telephone call
office was infroduced thete. - I do not want to mertidbn what necessita-
ted it. But the same necessity may arise’ in this case also. 8o, !
strongly support Mr. Varksla Madhavan on this cut motion and insis$ on
the Electrical Department taking up the earliest steps possible to have
‘glectrical lights installed at least in the municipal town of Attingal.

. MR. PV, MATHAl CHEMPARATHY : Sir, T also support the motion,
In doing 8o I wish to bring to- the notice of the House the necessity for
supplying eleetricity to Thodupuzha. Last year alse I was making the
very same demand. There are a number of estates there. They are
repeating their request to we that this matter may be brought to the
notice of the authorities concerned and that they are ready and willing
to take the current. Bspecially during this $ime of scareity of kerosene
oil it will be & great benefit to the people there. I more or less anticipate
the answer that will be given by the Electrical Engineer. I am fully
aware that he has included in his programurae of work ‘the demsands from
thepublic of Thodupuzha. But we do not find any progress as yat.
1 hope that he will take inlo consideration the question of supplying
carrent to Thodupuzha for developing many of the industries in that
place. ~ With these observations I support.tiie mofion. . o

- QADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAL: Sir, I also wish to speak a few
words on the motion. I support the motion., There:is no meaning in
the Electrical Department taking credit for providing electricity so long
ag they are not able to give power to such localities they can conyenis
~ently do. I quite understand the argument that 1t may be difficult now

6 get wires and other things necessary, Bub a sympathetic: dttitude

“must surely be shown embodied in & promise that as soon ag conditions
nit, this reqhiest will be granted and a'serious atterpt made to tackle

permiy,
the problem in all earnesthess. o ot
- I wigh also to emiphasise another matter. I find that efliciency is
. carried. on o such an extent by the subordinates of the Klectrical
Departent in certain wrong dirvections.” 1 raised the point last year
“and although I hoped a fair, veasonable and sympathétic answerfrom
4he (rovernment member in charge, 1 was disappointed. There iz cer-
~ jainly the law and the rules require the consumers o pay what 1§ due
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... [Sadasyatilaka T. K. Vela Pillai ,
- {rom them for the power. If is & mercantile concern. 1 can vary well
.understand when- we say that taxes should be realised in time. But at
- the same time I cannot understand the meaming Of a double penalty.
T at now speaking for tlie poor raan and not the rich and the influcntial
. men who do not know what to do with their money. These poor people,
" bocause they live in the metropolis of the BState, ~are obliged to avail
themselves of the amenities previded by Govermment and in seli-intey-
“est and in & spirit of imitation obliged to take electric lights for their
_houses. I can understand if a man who does not ipay what is
due from him in August pays it in September at an increased
rate. I do mot object to it, because business requires prompiness
in payment and the penalty of a higher rate 1s sufficient’ for that!
" Bus in addition to it I have seen a very unfortunale spectacle, a very.
hard and wrong spectacle—letit be due 0 perversion or indifference or
" carelessness or even remissness —of the soulless process of discon-
 nection, Without @ moment’s notice at & or 6 o’clock in the evening a
man comés with weapons of frightful character. This man disconnects
the wire at a $ime whon there-arc about 20 members in-the house, at a
-‘fime when on account of the sapply of power by the Electrical Depart.
mont people had done away with those “gwmaliges”™ “onsallyel
~ate., and proclaims darkness so that people will not be able to see, . I
"hope’ the -Head of the Electrical Deparsment will bestow his special -
attention to this matter, though he has rendered very efficient service
and also #1v to exercise deeccnt powers, Are these electrical people
and their menialg invested with powers? 1If the High Couri passes a
decree and if A owes money to B and B, the decree holder in execution,
wants the debtor t¢ pay the amount he attaches his property. Even
then if the Mmoney is not realised a warrent isissned. It is faken by s
Towepaid peon. He takes the warrant to the debtor and sayes “Thersis
‘3 warrant for you on a debtof Rs, 8000 8o, if you have no money you
ars to be grrested’. The azensible law of the Judicial Departmens
allows that. But according fo the lngsensible law of the Klectrical
“Department even if you are going to pay at an enhanced rate, you must
- saffer. . - ‘ | - |
© MR KOYTALIL P, ABRAHAM :  May | know whether any notice of
“demand is served ? o e

. SADASYATILAKA Y. K. VELU PILLAI: Notices ave. issued snd it

. requires very little comment. The Department is not run by people

who know the law., Veryfew people know the law and others do not

- garo to know the law. The serving of notice is often. a fit and figment,

[ know at least 20 instances at which people compiained to me about

_thig.. 8ir, I am not saying this in any casual mood I sm saying this

. .deliberately, I thought I have reviewed tk'e position and my convietion -

- gtill, remains that these wonderfal bill collectors of the Electrical
. Department should net use more arbitrary powers than. peons of the -
~ Judicial Department, Our people will not run away with that money.
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After all, the amounts are very small and if $here is a vigilant controlling
by the Head Ac:ountant in the office he'will be able fo &ee that there
is no default.  For non-payment two things must always combine, i.e.,
juability and unwillingoess. Whatever be the case you cannet disiing-
nish in a particular case whether it 18 unwillingness or inability., Iset

me appeal Yo the Government, let me appeal to the House on behalf of

the poor people of this town, who along with others get only insaffi-
oient food after paying a number of cess and taxes and who have 6o live
,nd extend hospitality to people who come from various parts of the
qtabe, to kindly see a way to accept the position.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON: What are the sug-
vesbions ? R S v | -

SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAl: I do not say fliat there shall
- not be disconnection under any circamstances. But I do say it firmly
+nd do maintain that if 2 manis in arrears, if a disconnector goes over
there and if the man who is in default pays the money due there, there
U8t be 3 law or rule for the nefarious process of unnecegsary discon-
ction. Proper disconneciion can be done,

MR. 8. R. NARAYANA PILLAI: ,May I know frow the honourable
member whether it is not usual thai not only the House would ba left
‘in darkness completely during the whole night but we have also to pay
unnecessary expenses for reconunection 2 B | o
SADASYATILAKA T. K, VELU PILLAL: Yes, Sir, - o
~ _MR. C. JEBAMONY NADAR: . The honourable moember W chatge
of the Hlectrical Departinént would agree wikh me that his depariment
has nat so-far made itself useful to Sonth Travancore, Regarding the
south one suggoestion that could be. .made 1s this: There i8 a chance
of .introducing electric trains beyween Trivandrum snd Nagercoil by
the power produced at Pallivagal, When the Dewan visited Kuzhi-
thurai Municipality scmebime ago thsre was a prayer from the Coun
- cillors of the locality shat the Governmént shoald consider the possibi-
ity of supplying the Municipality with electrietty. = The Dewan gave
‘» very favourable reply, but nothing has been doue 80 far. I want o
- know whether any steps have been taken for the sunply of electricity to
the Municipalities at Kuzhithurai, Padmansbhapuram and Colachel. - °
~ 8ir, Braniel tis a commercial ‘place in Soéuth Travancore. For
some time past the Department is being moved o open a public call

ne

“office there, | T R
" “The line t6 Mutiow runs almost through Franiel. A few yards
of wire will solve the question. I wish %o know from the Electrica)
Enginecr whetheranything can be done in this direetion. That isall
I have to say. | RN
" DEPUTY PRESIDENT : . I think before the discussion .proceeds fup. .
thet .16 will be helpfu!l if the lectrical Engineer informs the Honse
about the possihilities of further extepsions. - . o --
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RAJYASEVAPRAUINA K. P, PADMANABHA MENON : 8ir, ag [ said last
year 5 teu -year progra,mme for the extemsion of the hydro-eloctric
supply to various ceutres has already been sanctioned by Government.
Bstimates to the extent of 9% lakhs of Rupees have already received
‘the administrative approval of Government. Most of these extensions
‘are walting execution for the arrival of materials. Due to restrictions
1mposed on “hlplﬂg and manufacture of electnc materials, it is not
possible t0 get tham without adiccnse from the Government of India,

Our orders -for various materials and equipment which are pending
from (940-41 onwards have not yet been executed, and 21l the materi.
als that we had stored previonsly have practically been used:up for the
current works, We have drawn the attention of the Government of
India to the supreme necessity for giving priorities to our indsnts since
such maberials are requlred for works primarily in connection with
fond production. - Works in Attingal, Kottarakara and various places
batween Kundara gnd Trivandrum and alco extensions from Trivan-
drum to Nagercoil, which would have been completed by 1944 in the

normal courges, have to lie over.
MR, KBTTALIL P, ABRAHAM : Maylknow where Muvattupuzha

eomes in ?

RAJYASEVAPRAVIHA K.P. PADMANABHA MENON: This work may
probably be taken up.next year. In view of the fact that extensive
areas for lift irrigation bave been found feasible and any proposal for

. agricaltwral improvement generally receives tha support of the Govern-
ment of India I expect that such works will be executed soon. -

© MR. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAI: May I know whether any extension
work for food cropsis placeedlng in any part of Travancore under the
Tlectrical Department ? -
| RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON : Thereis one work
now. in progress in Kodanad (North Travancore) primarily for lift irriga-
bion. Hxlensions memly for lighting will not receive priority of the Go-
vernment of India. The sane remark- applies to- telephones.  We
" have been going o1 with whatever stock we were able to collecs, The
- extension of 4 telephena fine o BEraniel fmm Muttom is not pousible.
The Muttom line 8 i tended for defence purposes and it ‘cannot he
tapped ‘But some ave proposed. to be taken up next year and a pro-
vigion of one and three-fourth lakhs is included in the next year's .
budget on the assnmption that the materials that we had ordered 18
- months ago will be released to us by the Government of India.

| With regard to the supply of power from Papanasam, I may 1n-
form the House that the negotiations with the Madras Government
hdave not yet been concluded, The reason why we had o negotiate
for shis additional power was that -Pallivasal will not be capable of
producing more power before 1945 when we may expect to have an
‘additional generator installed. In the meantime, to augment our supply
for 1nc1nst1m,l and agricultural purposes we have to'go in for-a tempor-
ary aceomodation flom Papanasam. . This 'is nntended pllmauly f(}l
such mdustnes as aluminium and fer tilisers, ' o

'L._‘.._I
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The axtenqmn of the main Imﬂ- to Nagercoil "mll have %6 wait until
the exiension of the 66 K. V. liie from Kundar& to Trivandrum is
completed. The present 11 K. V,line which coiges {rorn Kundara to
- Trivandrum is fully loaded and transmission of additiona! power op
’sha.t line is not possible.

- With regard to the extension of power to Paravur for Jift irriga-
tion, I may siate that the estimates are tready and the work.will be
included in the. next vears’s programme. Due to the fact that these
‘extensions sre primarily for the production of food we may expect
priority for the ‘necessary materials for whlch we have placed oqr
indents alreadys

With regard to the observations of badasyatllaka T. K. Velu
Pillai—1I have only to reiterate what I said last year. The department
has to deal with aver - elght thousand consumers in the State. The
procedure now followed 13 that invoices are sent to the consumers by
the tenth of every month and the coftsumer is allowed time to pay the
amount at the concession rate till the middle of the next month, And
disconnection is resorted to only after giving ‘one week’s notice. From
the way in which this system is followed so far, I do not thmk there 18
any real case for hardship. |

MR. M. R NARAYANA PILLAI: May I ask whether i1t will 1ot be |
possible for the department to make known to ocenpants of the houae
thm disconnection will be effected ?- S

RA‘JYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMAHABHA MENON : I- do nf}t follow the
question,

MR. M. R. WARAYANA PILLAI When th& Opemtox gaeﬂ 0 A
house for discopnection with all h;s horrible toﬂlﬁ, i3 16 not possible
{for him to mention to the inmates of the house that he had come for
‘the purpose of disconnection ? . Willit not be possible to do this as
is being done_everywhere else ? B

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON : It i8 qulte posalble,
As I said befare, one week notice is always given o the consumenr.
Disconnection is of course an unpleaaant duty. SEEE
~ "Ma. M_ R. NARAYANA PILLAL: ' He can say shat he ha.s come for |
_.such and such a purpose-either in Malayalam or in Binglish,

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K, P. PADMANABHA MENON : All these are besides

the point when an official notice of disconnection is issued by the
Departeient - 1 should say, ‘Sir, that the defaulters should fry to im-
prove their ways and pay up their dues promptly, Vety recently the
last date for the payment of invoices ad the ‘concessional raie has been
-extended to:the.15th of the next month and thiz wonld gzve ample

time for all eonsumers to pay prompily.
Mg. KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM : 'What is ihe dlﬂlculiy in ca]lecttng'

'- money and desisting from- dlﬂcgunecmn 7

RAJTASEVM’RAVINAK P PABMANABHA MENON : Ma.ny of tha em-

;..playeaa are low-paid people.and 1 do not propose fp Pntrmt reventie
.collection. -to..them, #s..by- doing. 80, defalcation and ﬂppartumhes for -
aﬂxmpmqn Are jikely to be cyeated. | f
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R, H K. ﬂAﬁAYﬁHA PILLAI; May I ask whether the people in his
d&pﬁrtmant are paid lower than the Musiffs’ caurt Process peons ?
‘ ‘RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON : 1 have no mfnrmq,._
tion about the employees of the Munsiffs’ court.
MR, M SIVATHANU PILLAl: What was the c'omplmnt made” b~;

Mr. T, K. Velu Pillai ? I did not hear him,
~ RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON : T'or the reasons to

which I bave referred; I do not think that any case has been made for

changing she existing procsedure. :
MR, KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM: 1s it not a case Of H&Q&B‘s"lmﬁam; ‘

mn@acﬂsom a8 leaemo’’ 2

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P PlDMAHABHA MENON - 'he fact that almost
the whole of the payments due is bemg made every month would show
that in almost all cases the consumers are business-like and they are
t1aking advantage of the concessional rates offered.
| MR. M. R, NARAYAMA PILLAI:- May [ know whether in cases of
disconnection an addifional snm of Rs. 5 has not fo be pmd for recon-

nection ?
RAJTA3EVAPHAVIHA K. P, PADMANABHA MENGN ~ The’ recann{.lﬂtmn

fees is only Rs. 2.
1 helieve I have covered all the pmnta 1&1395 in the dmnnssmu and

1 would briefly sim up as follows: ,
We have budgetted :for a very Iarg& pmgmmme of exten-

sign ne:r.t year o cover various areas primarily to extend the
 scope of the supply for food ‘production, such as, dewatering or
.pumping for lift irrigation 'and for industries like textiles, timbez,
chemicals  eic, indents for moteriats worth about 7 lakhs of
. rupees have already been placed and application for priorities have .
also been made. 1f the matberiale are received in time the proposed
extensions will he garried out. Bufb I cannot promise that extensions for
- merely lighting reqmrements will be undertaken. We, have t0 remems-
ber in this connection that wiring materials are getling short. 'We are
experiencing the same difficuliy with regard to bulbs also. T'he Gov-
ernment- of India propose to place restrictions on the import of
buibs, and we are uot likely to get them readily hereafter. But, in
‘connection 3 with food production or anything directly connected mth=-
the war, we stand a reasonable chance of getting the full "support of
the Government of India as they have promised fo givi'us priority ior
th 2 importation of materials required for such purposes.

Mk, K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN: oflan’oq g0lacratiod  muosms
muL&.] B0 230 | O 1Mo @B B0allw selete @0alles m’?amo POy,
_S’]mﬂ-{xejmn oIl b ma\gmb gy mamo’mmﬁuo aﬁmao 7

' RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON: ~ Sir, that reminds

™me . that I haveto refuse the statemert made by the honcutable mem-
‘per in regard to lif$ irigation viz., that the recommendations of the

Lﬂt IrngatmnCommitteﬁ have not been carned ank bsr my depa:tmwh ~
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All recommendations in connection with the extension of electric supply
for lift irrigation go before a special Commitbee appointed by Govern-
ment for the purpose. Sanction for such exlensions if they are supported
by the committes iy always accorded and in no single instance the.
recommendation made by the committee has not been accepted by Gov-
erniment, It is only a guestion of time before the whole area of Anga-
mali will come under the scope of lifi irmgation as investigations
earried out by the spécial officer for lift irrigation show that such exten-
sions ave definitely encouraging. - |
| MR. K..KUNJU PANICKER : May I know whether there is any idea
of extending for lighting purposes to Pandalam, Enadu and Adoor ?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA MENON: Ag¢ I have said before,
 the department cannot at present undertake on a extensions purely for
the sake of lighting, If there is any prospect iv Enad and Adoor, for
utilising eleotric power to increase the production of food then such
cases will be taken up .and application will be made to the Government
of India for priority assistance. DBut even then, ouly when the
materials become available can the extension be taken up.

Mg. K. R. NARAYANAN : qud, eeaisse mosidslsaids’ goel

&’61100) o IERINO. | SIOMENS GIGOTD TUoUMW L] 0 06D~
ob @DAIND)5g{EE {00 L L 6T FVBROFOWNR0, L L 6 G GO
B)erg152g-1008 O 0 Y -BF FDHOFHWML0 * BYEG  alOsmSes O, |
agmomd, g8ePYemm quAlTHwesemElod geglofo BNQIESOOD
TuosiWle)] NI ROCIE WIOMO e OB lol @06
migyo. @R A0MPEAIOTMICHVIORIR, DO ISVMOCD 6 &:988, Jo.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K, P, PADMANABHA MENON: No Sir, that has
not been forgotten. When I spoke of the supply of power to Kuttanad,
" Vatkom and Vechoor have been included in that scheme. Although
‘supply for lighting purposes in Vaikom has been included in that
programme, we have to keep that in abeyance, As 1 said before, the
question of supply of power for lighting purposes will have to wait, but
supply for agricultural purposes will always fake precedence. |
| MR, K, R, NARAYANAN ' : aues comiomo @@odeOlg) HonQiH

somos’ Paie 81100} 6 HIEea0@ich aldsleg) 2

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P, PADMANABHA MENON: That is exactly
what I have said. For the extension to Vaikom vie Kumarakom and
Vechoor, we are waiting for the materials io arrive. | L
| MR. G. JEBAMONY NADAR : It was sald here that power was heing

obtained from the Papasnasamn works. Will it be possible to utilise

that for South Travancore ?
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P, PADMANABHA MENON: As I bhave said

before, the extensgion to the South will have fo wait "tili the 66 K. V.

extension from Kundara to Trivandram is completed. The existing

11 X. V. line is already fully loaded. DBut if 1t can be proved that the
Vol, XXII. Noe¢ 7. o - : :




ét52 TH.E TRAVANCORE SRI M‘ULAM ASSEMBLY. [98;]3]:1 JULY 1943

[B&];T&F&Mp}.&.ﬂ::t& K. P. P&dm&n&bha M enon.

-supply of power for fthe aveas further Southifrom Trivandram wij]
increase food production, then we have a strong case for making an ap-
vlication to the Government of India for priority assistance. Sugh
assistance can be expected ouly for increasing our food production or:foy
naw industrial activities which have a direct bearing on the war effort,
Mg, G. JEBAMONY NADAR: With the existing power will 1t not he
possible to supply for South T'ravancore ?
| RAJYASEUAPRAVINA K. P, PADMANABHA MENON : Th@-necessfﬁy ioj:
exiension has not been lost sight of. I$ 1s not becanse the department
or the Government have nobt appreciated the necessity. We cun-
not get any material at nregent cither from Great Britain or from any-
where else, unless we can satisfy the Govermment of Indis that such
materials are vrequired for the supply of power to increase the local
food production. | |
MR. PULIYOOR T. P VELAYUDHAN PILLAl: 1 know some paddy
fields which lie at a higher level than the water which 1s available
nearer and which is required for the cultivation. There are certain
paddy. fields which depend entirely npon lift irrigation. | .
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA K. P. PADMANABHA WMENON: Yes: Such cases
have to be investigated, and will be included 1n -the lift irrigation
programme. - We have.drawn up such a scheme for Muvattupuzha and
adjoining placeq and we have indented for the materials requived for
this extemmn 1f on investigation it i8 possible to extablish that the
extension of power ta-fur her South of ‘Privandrum will bring. in great
areas nnder cultivation, then thore is the possibility of getfing priotity
- for the materials Leqmrad for extending the supply of such places,
| MR, N. NARAYANA KURUP: I wish to speak a few words on this
subject. Sixr, as thé honourable member, the Flectrical Engineer did
not mention my constituency which extends from Aroor to Thottapaily
40 @ length of about 43 miles and breadth of 20 miles from Alleppey to
T 1ruva11a, I am forced to defail out certaln facts.
Sir, I would first request the honourable member, the Elec’srlcal
- Hingineer, to extend the supply to the rural parts of my constituengy,
Shertallal and Awmbalapuzha. I am aware that it has becn extended
to the backwater p&ddy ﬁelds f01 an acreage of 13, 000 paras of paddy
fields.
‘ RAJYASEWPRAVINA K. P, PADMANABHA MENON 15 000 2CLBE.
Wr. N. NARAYANA KURUP: "Yos, 15,000 acres. There is. yeﬁ an
pxtent of about & lakh of acres which also requires electric supply for
the bailing out of water at the time of -cultivation, Sir, it would be
advantageous-to the cultivators if it is extended at this time when they
are not able 0 get engines or crude oil for the engines. It has. also
been found that the use of eleciric power is cheéap.. Thexefore, if 1 18
" not possible to extend it at present as the Klectrical Engineer has
stated, due to the lack of materials, I would submit that the first
' thmg, when the materials arrive or are available, should be tu exfend
the electric supply for the paddy fields of Kutt&nad Dir, ib 8y K
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be extended to the raral parts of Ambalapuzha, and Shertallai just for
lighting purposes. Accovding to the explanation of the Electric
Engimeer, that alsc may not be possible. Scarcity of Kerosene forces me
to uige th:at the supply should be extended to rural parts for lighting
purposes, If *hat is not possible, I would request the Electrical
Engineer for a short exfension of electric supply from Tiruvalla to
Bdathua—a distancc of 6 miles. There is a road from Thiruvalla o0
Hdathua, There is a large number of house owners who will take the
enyrent for lighting pnrposes. The Department will be getting a large
income. With these observations, I also support the motion. |
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G - PARAMESWARAN PILLAl (Chief Secretary to
Government) . I desire to add a few words in regard to the policy of
Government on the question of extension of supply of electric power.
The House 18 of course, aware of the statement made by the Dewan-
President, namely, that one of the main things that Government have
before their eyes is to make each village.a place fit to live in, so that
each village might have its electric ligkt and its radio sef, and through
the exercise of chea) power might develop eottage industries according
to the regional requirements. And b further added: ‘“That is why it
has been the desire of this (Governmen$ {0 extend the DPallivasal
scheme.” Now,as has been indicated by my friend, the Hlectrical
Hngineer, the difficulty 18 In regard to the supply and purchase of
‘electrical appliances, materials and equipment necessary for exfension
of electric power. <Apart from the difficulties that we bhave to en-
counter in getting priorities or the necessary licences required for
gatting down the wachinery for the extension of the Pallivasal project,
fhers is the further obstacle necessitated by the war situation. The Gov-
ernment of India exercise complete eontrol over the supply of all elec-
trical materials. We have to approach she Electrical Commissioner of the
Government and satisfy him as to the necessity or the urgency oi the
schemes for which we requirve these materials, It has been definitely
nnderstcod that™ no prioriby will be given except for these vital
nceassities, firstly, for war.effort, . ¢., those industries which divectly
contribute to thefwar effort, and secondly, for the maintenance of the life
ofithe nation, or in other wordsifor food production. Soifaras lighting and
other similar purpesesare concerned, it has heen categorically stated that
not only should there be no further extensions for the duration of the
war, bub that evem our present ezvenditure must be rigorously
economised. We have, as a matuwer of war effort, fallen in line with
this policy of the Gavernment of India, and in fack, *he Hlectrical
Department has exercised the utmost economy in the matter of the -
utilization of power. As the citizens of Trivandrum wmight have
noticed, the bulbs have been removed {rom every alternative posté that -
you see hers in Trivandrum. To the extent possible, we are saving
electricity alsor - Tn cerfain places,. .electricity is being rationed, as
honourable members. might be well aware oi., We have not
yet gone to *hat stage and I hope it may not arise. Whatever
» that be, it is inevitable that, however much we might
like it to be otherwises extensions in the village areas' or in
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(Rajyasevapravina G, Parameswaran Pillai.

urban areas or in court houses or public buildings will have to wait,
But Government are most anxious, as honourable members themselveg

“are, to eee that as ample a provision as yossible, in the circumstances,
is made. for the extension of the supply to aveas  such as Kuttanad,
Kunnathunad and elsewhere forsthe purpose of enhaneing the food
production, “Here again my friend, Mr Narayana Kurup, deplored

. that we have been ahle to exteud ic the backwater areas electricity
only for about 15,000 acres and that 1,00,000 of acres stillremain,’ It ig
perfectly true. We have to try to ses that electricity 1s supplied to
that area algo. In this connection, we have to consider two things,
firstly, that electricity is very difficult to obtain, and secondly that even
if-we get electricity, it is extremely doubtfal, for some time to come, that
we will have the necessary motors. Therefore, to the extent posuible
we will do our utmost for giving power for focd production,

Closely allied to food production, is the supply of power necessary
for industries such as the production of fertilisers. The manufacture of
synthetic manures' i8 perhans one of the most important industries so
intimately connected with food production. It has been the endeavour
of Government to find out the necessary quota that would enahle us to
push through those schemes, But the limitations of the Hydro-Electne
project at Pallivasal had to be encountered and purely as a femporary
expediont, the Madras Government have been ‘approached for the
purpose of making good at leash 3000 K. W. Ot course, we have asked
for movre and we would have fo press for it and it would also be .well if
the Madras Government will see their way to grant us more,  We have
now nepotiated for at least this 3000 K. W. which we hope to get.
The necessary agraemment has not yet been completed ; yet we hope to
get the 3000 K, W.' - . | )

MR, P. SIVARAMA PILLAL: May I know whether we will bs obliged
o take current from Papanasam for a particular number of years ?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAL: As I said these are
all things which are programmed and based more or less on atcurate
forecast. But havingregard toexisting condifions, nobody can say when
the-seas will be free so that we might get all the machinery from
abroad, It is common knowledge that all the machinery necessary
for enlargement or expansion of the Pallivasal scheme bas necessarily
to come fromsabroad, and We hope that, within a certain period of time
which we have forecast, they will be arviving here. DBut at the same
time, the Madras Government have agreed. for a certain period. to
supply us a certain quota of power ; rather we bope they.will agree
finally to give us the quantily asked for. If we get that power, we

~ ghall be able not only to supply the deficiency in regard to industries
which are directly contributing to the war effort to.day, such as: the
Aluminium industry, but we shall be able, side by side with it; o
utilise such power for enhancing our food production. Without 1t, we
cel that we shall be badly off. We have presented this matter in all
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its aspects before the Government of Indiaf and it is hoped that they

will see their way to sasisfy our requirements. It is therefore, my

humble requgst to the honovrable members of this IHouse to realise

thab the situation is extremely difficult and beyond our contrcl, if we

are unable to expanc the power scheme in the rural areas to a degree

which the neople press for. B | |
- The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn..

Motion No. 107,
© MR. PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDHAN PILLAI: Sir, I move

& Mg yeduce the alluiment of Rs. 6,110 for dssistant Engineers Ly
‘ - Tee. 17, |

The object of the motion is to discuss about the extreme hardship and
incohvenience caused to the public in the matter of booking and irans-
mission of phone messages due to unnecessary delay and neglect of the .
- gubordinates. It is clear therefore that there is no need for me to
make a long speech.. Sir, the Public of Chengannoor are indesd;happy
to find that Governirent have been pleased o open a public call office
a4 Chenganncor. I was compelled to table this motion as & result of
my own persouna] experience there and elsewhere.. Whenever 1 had
~ the necessity to go to the public call office at Chengannoor for making
use of the phone service, my experience was mosh disappointing. I had
o waibt in the office for getting phone connection either with Trivan-
drum or Quilon for 4 or 5 hours together and this has become a
nunisance, so 0 say ; rather it is @ waste of public time for us. I would -
request the Government and the Hlectrical Bngineer f0 see that such
difficalties and inzonveniences to the public are removed at the earliess
yportunity. With these words I commend my motion for

possible 0]

L]

the consideration of the House. ‘
MR KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM : In supporting the motion, I bave io

‘mention a similar disappointing experience which 1 had at the Parur
public call office. About two weeks back, there wasa devastating flood
in Parur and the Government auntkorities in Lrivandrom had to be
informed of it. The refugees from the flooded subnrbs fiocked to the
town and occupied the ppblic buildings available acd there was a
general consternation. The poor refugees had to* be fed and many
relief mensures had to be taken at cuce after getbing instructions from
the Government. It happeved that the Manicipal Tresident, the
mahsildar and some other imnortant gentlemen of the locality ran up
to the public office attached to the Anchal office. 1 was also one
among them. Both the President and the Tahsildar wanted to ring
up the Chief Secretary and intimate the facks to him in all haste and
 gerioushess. From: 6°R0 in the morning every attempt was made fo
phone to the Chief Secretary but he could. not he reacbed as the
telephone lines were said to be otherwise engaged. All of us waited
in vain #ill about 9 in the morniag fo see the urgent imessaje frans-
mitted. At last we had to leave in the office & message In Writing
‘known as phonocom and attend to matters in our bwn way. '
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MR, M. SIVATHANU PILLAl: Why was not the call characterised
88 ‘ emergent’

Mr. KOTTALIL P. ABRAHAM It was understocd that something
like nrgent or emergent calls would be attended to first. Some oth ers
‘said that a Goverrment call would be attended to in preference to
private calls. So, the message was styled as ¢ Government call’ as the
Tahsildar was there, It was found that category also could.not gei
any aftention Next it was converted into. something hke ‘express’
call. That also met with the same fate- S0 my point 18 that every
method of urgency was tried, hut all to no purpose. Anyhow, by about
12 o’cloclk in the night the Tahsildar was called over the phone by the
Chief Secretary in answer fo the phonatom given in the morning, I
beliave the Chisel Secretary will certainly have answered the message
without delaying o single moment. What I now want to impress on the
attention of the House is that the message from Parar to Trivandrum
on an urgent matter took a whole day for its transmission.. The
phone institution was no avsil o us, Within the said time if one
had tried he could have got the Express bus from Al#aye on that day
which would take him over to Trivandrum wherefrom atter delivering
the message he would have bheen in a nosition to return to Parur
bafore the said 12 o’clock’in the night. That was the real position.
This simple :instance would sbow that the present arrangement of
phone calls is uot at all satisfactory. I would however take this
opportunity for thanking the Governmens for the iustitution of a call
office at Parwr. ‘But I would point out that the defect Which I
menfioned lics in the system, not with the institution. If I am asked
to suggest & remedy for this, I may say this; [am not unawarc
of the difficulties of dny duplication at a time when the machines;
wires and other materials are not at all available. There is indeed
difficulty a¥ present of-adding more to th: existing lines. DBut a
simple method which suggests itself to me is'a further classifieation of
the nature of the c¢alls or messages. Urgent calls of an extraordinary
character bhOl]ld be given pleGEdﬁﬂﬂﬁ to all other calls. They may be
classed as ‘ extra «xpress’ or ‘immediate exXpress’ or some such super
urgency type and chavged extra fees. Anyhow, particular preference
- must be given, above everything else, to extragrdinary. cases. In sorhe
such way, that category of urgency must be served. With these words,

I support the cut motion. ! | o
| Me. . R, NARAYANA PiLLA!: Sir, I also support the cat motion.
What 1 say is, when we have a telegraph system which is far more
infricate than our Travancore telephone system and when we send
ressages with less difficulty by telegram, is not posmble for our
Telephone Department, presided over by experienced people’ and with
~ verp high qualifications and education in the matter, to have better
facilities afforded to the peaple ? Is it nat possible for the Department
or for the Government to, pay proper wages for efficient gperators to
see that work is not delayed.: That is what we should do in the name
of charity, 1n the name of the Sta.te and more so, m the 1interests of the

publie.
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‘MR. M. SIVATHANU PILLAI: Sir, I wish to speak a few words on
the delay of transmitting calls over the phene from station fo station,
Perhaps it may be explained by the Electrical Enginger that del2y is
caused not by any lack of sense of duty on the part of the suonordinates
who are posted for duty but duc to the heavy traffic in the hne. It 1s
possible to say that, because of the one way line ealls cannot be booked
and transmitied -as and when veceived. My honoursble {irienc
Mr., Abraham was attributing this dclay to the system of the arrange-
ment of the telephone between station to station, But as for inyself
I realise 1hat the present arrangement counld net be helped, that is to
say, the one line system in some parts. Some months back there
were two lines between Nagercoil and Trivandrum ; now thereis only
one way line cf trarsmission. Well, Bir, that is instituted obviously
under the exigencies of $he present conditions and I appreciate that
because necessary materials and equiproent are nob available. Bub
 with regard to the delay caused in transmission of calls, 1 could nof
toleratc the explanation that may be given by the department. On
one occasion it was my experience to go o the Nagercoil public call
office and ring up’ a gentleman at Trivandrum for an urgent matter,
The moment it was bocked by me, the subordinate in that office
wanted 1o transmit a message to Trivendrum Hxchange. The cali
took abount 20 minutes to be registered in Trivavdruin Kxchange, In
othor words, the staff on duty here in Trivandrum did not care to enter
the call in'a register kept there for the purpose for about 20 minutes.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT : The House will now rise and meet again ab
12 o'clock the next day. -
‘The House adjourned at & p. M.
B. PARAMT,
Secretary to the Srv Mulam {ssenbly,



