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 THE TRAVANCORE SRi MULAM ASSEMBLY.

SECOND ASSEMBLY.

L L

THIRTEENTH SESSION—1943/1118.

i— g S

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

 Saturday, the 24th July 1943 | 8¢ Ifmk&tagmg 1118.

il

I‘ The "'Asgembly met again at 12 of the clock, the President presid-
ing. | . | |
| NEW MEMBERS.

" The follawmg official members were’sworn in :—
‘Mz, G. N, Tampi, Secretary to Government.
2 Mr. P. G. Narayanan Unnithan; Excise Commissioner.
'3, Rao Bshadur T. V. Venkateawara. Aly&r. Gonaezvator of
Forests, - : R

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Bridge across the Champwkulfm ckmmsl

51, % Mgr. C. RAMASWAMY. NADAR (Tomla cum’ dgirsﬁmsmm Ry Wlll

the Government be pleased to state:: -
i () whether two &, Os. —XNo. 1478 of 16-10-1927 a.nd No. 1063 of
14-%.38 have been issued by the Government to the effect that & bridge
across the Champakulam channel for the benefit of the V&ndawla
.village be construcied ; >

~ (b) at whose expense the abeve bndge I8 bemg constmcted

(¢} the amount sanctioned; - |

(d} whether the coht is bemg borne by the {:rovermnen* or tha
wvillagers; |
(e) whether the supervision of the wc-rL is bemg donu by the
Government, and if s, who meets the charge thereof: = |

() whether it was the people of the above village - who &cqulred
_the land and constructed the road from the above brldge up to Kamwla a

“channel, and if so, what was the cost of acquisition;
(g) whether on 8-10.1117 memorials were submitted to Gov&rn-

- ment requesting them to construct 'a road from the above brzdge up to

 Hathamozhi road;
s (%) the probablﬂ dmt&nce that will have to be covered by thc

re&d and -
| = (3) theaction taken by the Governmen't in regard to 111?

e T BN R
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MR. 1. C. CHACKO (Chief Brgineer, Roads, Irrigation and M_dsceila-
neous) 1  (a), (b) & (). Permission was given o construet & nridge at

the coat of the villagers. |
(¢) No amount is sanctioned as the cost is fo be meb by the

people. | |
The estimated cost is Bs. 2450.

(¢) Yes; the interested peuple will meet the charges.

(f) The road work was cariied out by the people. The land
‘acquisition not baving been moved by Government the cost is not
knowan. | |

(6} Yes.

(h) About two furloags. ‘ | - S
() The question of constructing the road is being investi-

ated. -

g’“ MR. C RAMASWAMY NADAR: A-o& oy re7 (order) o en®
3T 60T L @ﬁ,ﬁ@‘mc@_ C-a %@fﬁ %ﬂ L...ﬂqﬁ?:;?'f.?_. 2450 @.QEW&QG&} “_5,.*\"@ LI
GOLp RELT SO ¥ BIFETT 6V Bl I S BT @glﬁ&?ﬁ)@- Fedv 865 LITE 5 i
915 ;) el o &F T 60 VU5 3 muﬁﬁﬁpﬁ%ﬂ@ﬁﬁ'(aﬂ%ﬁ Gl vres 6y ea
rrev Qe diey Jpr® aB@sssTiyn Qsi@pB, G-& Geraph Gran@
U TR STIBGTET RS STHOLr WPy & Cards, Gersn@@war
Do @el@ps, Aos sadear@ward (Government) &urseraigy
Qsr®s s etB s ms Q81058 & grad YLorsder e atr-n ¢

MR. 1. C. CHACKO: wnmlags cgquleaca agpoieamam

MR. C. RAMASWANY NADAR : - @& s sreuweta srov IO @) & (Herr
1@ &5 QarGlusru GwwumpesGs QeErew gpgouwr P |
PRESIDENT : I take it thai My, Rawmaswami Nadar is more or
“lesg convinced that the Chief HEngineer quite follows his Tamil. -
"~ MR. I.°C; CHACKOD: . I could not follow him this time, . -
;__PRESIDENT: -Whai is gramatical Tamil is not very often .undes.
standable by most of us. . - S
Mﬁf G. RAMASWAMY NADAR . mﬁ‘. @TW&@ 6T aN ;_55”‘{{_:[ UH‘@)Q&M;‘T@IU
r@ﬂﬂ@'{}gﬂ'sﬁr Qugerm. - L S
 PRESIDENT :  s8,8é0 Quigowmn, Haneo Ban @nsRo ' B
rﬁam’ﬁﬁﬂbo @é\)éﬂﬂ‘maﬂ@f&ﬁﬂ'ab /560Lhe. o = .
MR, C, RAMASWAMY NADAR :  owr, sreir Qor' iy am—eors airmiad & o .
dEareras Qe gienwt aardmre. TOvEs
Cenddeps. - S
Me. C. IF‘IRﬁ.MAS\‘NAMY NADAR : (&) Wl urens Bian® wud
WHES BT oLoW gits HI50 Lirwgolls Bréss Qar®luspsrer
(10g.2y ST BT OLORT @l 1D BDlasuu grag @ﬁ:rs'usu}.}u@@gz)gh - Jyr&gﬁ
DT ST g salierOweri-ri sasdr, AoSGaly sl mQsrdl
U BSrELRn.ITrsEF OFETeye (P8 1ynT v o T



QUESTIONS AND ANSWRRS 151

Wr, . C. CHACKD : @n® BYERI2IM O I @mﬂmamm’ib"q
s0eI0ln HEATDRSOHM CaIe HAPTIEd cmosade.

| - Breaches tn the Left Bank Clhannel. .
50. ¥ Ma. C. RAMASWAMY NADAR: Will the Government' 'be
pleascd o state & T -
() the date on which the breach occurred in the Left Bank
Channel and the date on which the repairs were completed for supply-
ing water; | o |
(b) the quantity of mazimum reading of water that can be
opened in the Lieft Bank Channel fo give fall supply to all the four
main channals; - . TR
(¢) the measurement of water near the bridge of Tovala 1 order
{0 give the necessary supply to the Tovala channel below that point ;
(d) the messurement of water in Alampsrai for the necessary

full supply of the lands below tkat point; |
(¢) the number of titnes at which and the dates on which water

was supplied to the Tovala chanpel during the interval (from the date
of occurrence of the breach to the date of repairing) and also the mea-
surements at every time in the Tovala channel 1 |
() the same delails as above, of Alamparai- in Anandankal ; and
(g) the time (from which date to which date) of the Kumbhom
crop harvest T | | o -
Mg 1. C. CHACKO: (&) Théebreach occurred on 20-12-1117/5-8-
1942 ;the repairs were completed and the channel puf in service on
- 28-2-1118/14-10-1942, o S
“ (5]  The channel is designed for a flow of 5.feet. Due fo greater
need far vater this was increased in recent years to 8°75 feet. |
() 928 feet ta 3 feet ordinarily. --. - L

1
: +

(@) “Tho guestion is not clear.

@ Do.. Do - -
(e) . four times; 1. On 18 to 15-8-42— Reading 2'35 fo 2'6
S} 21.8-42p 2-9-42. ,, 3 to 475
3. 10 to 18-9-1942. ,, 23 to 48 o
S 40 26-9-1942 to 1-10-42,, 28 %o 41
L () five tiwes; 1, 18-8-1942 - -~ Reading” 009 o .
o2, 20-8-1042 ISR ¢ 7 S 2
3. 22 to 30-8-42 gy b 19 073728 1
4. 81t0109-42 - -0 {71-8%o 2.5
5. 22t025-9-42 ., 13t0Q9

.Ri;tbeE dam across Ckamp.a?cﬁam& o,v_e?;fld_w'crﬁzjzjﬁ};él;-; ,ﬂg

53. S¢MR. G RAMASWAMY NADAR . Will the Government be pleased
tostate . e L T T : . ' }ﬂw -

(¢) whether pefitions have been received reguesting Govern-

ment $0.construct & rabble dam in 8. No, 14024, across Champakulaie

overflow channel and whether any action has been taken on them; .

b ol R r . -
. —
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#

fMzr. C. E&m&sw&ml Nadar. ]

(b) whether a channel le&dlng from the &bwe E&ld SurvEy
number $0 the Uppattu water course has been constructed with cement

ipes;
i (c) the period for which it has.been in use, the amount spent
over it and whether the expenses were meb out of public contributions:
(d) whether additional tracts of lands have been lmprmed a8 a

resuls of the construction of this water course ; and
(¢) the condition of the cxops in the abnve. said landg ¢

MA. 1. C, CHACKG : (&) Yes. The investigation Ien‘ardmg the possi-
biliy of constructing a cross bar with the pipe line laid was con-
ducted and the mecessary estimatehas been called for

(b Yes. |
(¢} No information.
(d) Yes,

~{¢) Pairly good.
Regesiiy Offaues i Travencore and Locuments :«egastered

54, Mg, K. R. HARAYANAN (Vr.zmom cum Kottay r.m) Will the
Government be pleased to state :
(a) the total number of Regmtry Offices 'in Travancore (exclu.
ding temporary offices recently sanciioned); and

(b) the total number of dacuments registered in each sach
fice till the end of Meenam 11182 -

MR. K. MADHAVA KURUP (Director of Registration) . (a) 90. -
- b A *atatemant containing the leqmred me;LIIlB:tIOIl i8 laid on
the table.

MRr. 8. NARAYANA PILLAI (Quilon cum Ifotmmka? a): In view of
the fact that the nnuwber of documents regmtered in the Sub~Beg15try
Offices at Devicolam, Monkompu and Pesrmade is Very very low, -will
the Government be ple&sad to-state whether they will abolish those
offices ?

MR, K, WADHAVA KURUP: No, xBlr In the taluks of Devicolam
and Peermade, those are the only two offices; and if those offices are
abolished, people will have to go ta Kottayam or Muvattupuzha, which
. will be very inconvenient. |

M3.-S, NARAYANA PILLAI : May I know why an office at Mon-
kompu was established ?

MR. K. MADHAVA KURUP: It W&EI est&bhahed because of the d1ft1-
culties of communication in the region. That d1ﬁ1culty continues
sti{] and therefore that office cannot be abolished.

e Irrigational tanks in the Neyyattinkora taluk. o
55 #Ma. M. BHASKARAN NAIR (Neyyativnlare oum Trivens
dri: *:} Will the Government be ple&aed o Et‘%tﬁ e |

ke (@) thé number of irrigatl on&l tanks n the Neyyattmk&ra
falu » .

*Vids Appondiz 160.

P gt — el -kl SR Syl g g vy i il e i
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(b) the number of these tanks alrealy improved ; and
(¢} $he number of tanke improved for which irvigation cess is
weing realised 7 L L
e 1. C. CHACKO -(«) 738.
(b) 16l. .
. () Nilo o | |
Ms. M. BHASKARAN NAIR : May 1 kpow why the tanks in clause
(¢} have not been improved till now ? | * |
ir. I. C. CHACKO: TFvery year we aleé taking sbout 25 to 30
tanks. There is provision for improving 8ome DNUIbeE of tanks in the
next year's budget. B |
S Eravankars Ryos’ Liood.
5 9 MR, P. NARAYANA PILLAl (Maveldkara cum Kun-natiur):
will the Governmeni be pleased %0 state 1 |
(@) whether the Eravankara Ryots Road in she Mavelikars
taluk is maintained by the P. W. D.; and | .
"~ (b if not, the reason for uot doing &o ?
Mg, |. C. CHACKD : (a2) No.

() The ryots have not complebed their portion of the work and
made the road it to be taken over for maintenance.

- Rausing the Tirwvalie-M aRNAr Road.

57 @EMn. M. R NARAYANA PILLAlI (Diruvalla): Will the Govern-
ment be pleaged to shate what action hak been takep on the repeated
represeniations. mede oo the floor of this House re: the necessity
of raizing ihe road a¥ Kannankuzhi (Tiruvalla-Mannar -Raed) srhich
s below flood-level? e |

Mg 1. C. CHACKO The matter has been mvestigated and a design
for & culvert with sufficient ventway to facilitate irrigation purposes has
been prepared. The work has provision in the budget for 1119.

M. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAI:  In view of the words “repeaied re-
presentations made on the floor of this House ™, may I ask whether
the Chief Engincer will see that bhe work is completed in 1119?

Mg. 1. C. CHACKO: Woe will try. L
 Shifting.of toddy shop No. i, Pattanamtitta talik ~
sa $EMR. M. R. NARAYANA PiLLAi : Will the Government be

pleased o sba’ae“w};atactiou,. if any, was taken- with regard to tha
Shifting of toddy shop No, 44, Pattanamtitta taluk, frow the vicinity
of the Sanskrit School at Kidangapnur ¢ S
MR, P, G - NARAYANAN UNNITHAR (&xcise .Commissioner) : The
possibility of finding out & suitable sife is Being enguired into, -

" MR. M. R, NARAYANAPILLAL: May I take it that the Bchool 'and
the shop are within the prohibited distance ? R -

. P, 6. NARAYANAN UNNITHAN: Yes, Sir,. It i8 within $wo
farlongs. | Tt . N

. . . [
r g v Fa 1
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- , n Eggs- -
59. HMg. ¢. JEBAMONY NADAR (Kalkulwin cum Vilevankod); Wi
the Government be pleased to state

(@) the total quantity of eggs exported irom the State 'duri'ﬁg'
the year; and | | - |
| (1) the current price per egg in 'frivandrum, Kotfayam apng

Nagercoil ? | ) |
. Mg P. G, NARAYANAR UNNITHAR () The number of eggs exXportag
during the first ten montns of 1118 is about 276 lakhs.

(3) The current price per. egg in '‘rivaudrum, Roltayam ang
Wagercoil iz given below "— o o
Trivandram 2 chs, to 2§ chs.
Kottayam, . 24 c¢hs, to 3 chs,
Nagercoil - 2 chs, to 23 chs.

MR, . JEBAMONY RADAR : May i ask whether Government wil
be pleased 1o probibit the export of eggs ? |

MR, 7. G NARAYANAN UNNITHAN : The number of egys exported
this year does not so far szceed the number exported last . vear. Ifi
is necessary ab any dime, Government will cousider ithe question of
prohibiiing export. - o | .

PRESIDENT : The trouble arises in this way: we are having im-
port and export restrictions on a very large number of articles and
merchants are complaining that such resfrictions are interfering with
the normal course of trade. 1If there is any sign of abnorinality in
regard %o the export of eggs, Government will act without hesitation,

MR, C. JEBAMONY NADAR : What was the price of an egg in Tt
vandram, before the wart. -' | o |

Mz, 7. G. NARAYANAN UNNITHAN : It ranged {from half chuckram
to one chuckram. Since the anwser to this question was sent up, price

has come down. | |
Mr. C. JEBAMONY NADAR : May I know why the rate has gone up?

Is it due to the sllowing of export ? o

HR. P. G. NARAYANAN UNNITHAN : T4 is due to many causes.

Mg, M. SIVATANU PILLAl: May I know whether thé member is
aware that there is widespread disease in poultry resnliing in' lower
production of Egg_ﬂ'? Can this not be one of the causes ?

Mg. P. G. NARAYANAN UNNITHAN : That must also be ;one of the
reasons. Bubl am not aware of the extent of the digease. | -

Lift Irngation scheme it the _f-_’aiko‘m taluks
60. g, K. R. NARAYANAN - Will the Government be pleased to
gtate 2 -~ . . 7 o L |
(e) whether they have received from the public any represents-
tion to the effect that investigations be made re: the. practicability of
lift irrigation scheme in Vaikom taluk and surrounding areas; and
(b) if so, the action taken thereon ? -
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Mg, 1. C. CHACKC (a) Yes. | |
() Necessary investigation has been conducted. The scheme
can be taken up only when materials become available for the exten-
<ion of the electric line from Pallom.

Bridge at Aratiuladav.

51 %Mz, P, NARBYANA PiLLAl - Will the Government he pleased to
state: | 1. |
© (») the estimated swount for the construction of a bridge at
Arattukadavu in Mavelikara on the Mavelikara-Tiravalla Road ; |
~ (b) whether any provision had been made in the budget of the
‘lagh five vears for the construction of the bridge : and-
(¢) if not, the reason for not doing so 7
mMr. | €. CHACKD: (o) BRs. 1,02,600.

(6) Provision was made in 1114 and 1115.

(¢) As it was considered that thi_s bridge :c:ould be taken up only
sfrer the completion of Kollakadavu bridge, no provision was made in
the budget for the years 1116, 1117 or 1118.

| Cherakulam drevnege channel,

62~ %EMR, VARKALA K. MADHAVAN (Chirayiniil cumn Nedubiamin
gad) : Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Chirakylam
drainage charinel is lelt incomplete near the Vanchi yoor-Rishimangalam

crogsing ¥ - . I
- #e. L G CHACKO: No work on the channel in question has been
taken up. Poramboke limits of the channel are being ascertained
preliminary to preparing an estimate for improvements.

Lands assigned under the new Agricullural Development Scherme,

63 € MR, T. T. KESAVAN SASTR! (Nominated) : Will the Goye
ernment be pleased to state how many acres of wet and dry lands were
assignied in auction to the public in the State, by the Torest Departe
ment under the new Agricultiiral Development Scheme? e
- RAO BAHADUR T, v, VENKATESWARA AIYAR (Counscrvcior of F{;-m,gz}s):
2,906 acres. | | o L T

MR. T. T.KESAVAR SASTRI & o  gmonilcd emes o adapmy

ofaed quoels NCedlwIGRABND HEMAD. . Polsh - HEMleiEiea
QINEMHBL mgam’]mmco e OWINNM0 ~ IO G OIENET
AGR0 % P S _
. RAD BAHADUR T. V. VENKATESWARA AIYAR: - m@a o laEede
HOa opsed, Homenw @ o o@#sd, ClW oqclws 4y ¢ &,
@O encda’ mo.q.. S e

ur. T. T.KESAVAN SASTRI : o0 cuseidsglenigioo gesh) moss)
mﬂ%ﬁma 7 | - o
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RAO BAHADUR T. V. VENKATESWARA AIYAR: 0@§  quseideglay

@a&ﬂ posel@Iglagymoot agaco @olaj’

¥R, DOMINIC JOSEPH: Mgy I know how many 26168 16 ‘available

with Government for such enltivation. -
RAQ BAHADUR T.v. VENKATASWARA AIYAR: ~About 10,080 acres are

ready. |
M. T. T. KESAVAN SASTRI : g@Icd ag)@ oM2ed Tusaio &

ohg ol a1 IgeMmeamee ag)® agjsed auel mrmm @n&ﬂcﬂ; Sy
@gamcrno i;_m@oab BXQIMEIEREAD t -

RAO BAHABUR T. V. VENKATESWARA AIYAR ary oilaico go@men
@ o oy b ag)m'lcuﬂg']gw :

¥r, PULIYOOR T. P. VELAY“DHAN PILLAL  (Tirnvella) : May I
kuow why in the face of the assurance Ziven by Government thst
about thirty thousand acres are available, only three thousand acres

ware assigned ? |
RAC BAHADUR T. V. VENKATESWARA AIYAR : Tt is nobt correct i

say only three thousand acres were given, 'lhisis the eXtent of the

- land sold in aunction. Altcgetber six thonsand acres were given.
MR. PULIYOGR T. P, VELAYUDHAN PILLAI Mﬂ} T know why more

l'and was nob given ¢
RAQ BAHADUR T. V. VENKATESWARA AI‘IAR ‘There were no

bidders. |
" HMR. PU!.H(JLHT' P VELAYUDHAN PILLAI: 1Is the member awars

" that bidders did nos come on account of the prohibitive rents fixed - by

Government ?
RAO BAHADUR T. V. VERKATESWARA AIYAR . eremment have not

fixed any rent,
© MR.PULIYGOR T. P.VELAYUDHAN PILLAI: May I know whether auy

action will be taken in order to prevent land lying un-cultivated ?

RAD BAHADUR T V. VEKATESWARA AIYAR - Yes, blrﬂ
k. K. P, KOCKRUKORA THARAKAN (Liunnained cum Pam:*)
CRIRI0R QIO HPISe TLORIEE00. af)SeeMQes aldaden 3

~ RAO BAHADUR T. V. VENKATESWARA AIYAR: @0W|dha.1eaOlo G4
| mog___!mocﬂm AALINHNVOT 0o SN .- | | |

MR, K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN : m&mmo&:\mdﬁo\m arruaassnu
00)&00 woleim] gyaicmme msammessras ogyolwieas

- RAQ BAHADUR Y. V. VENKATESWARA AIYAR: allelomooss - msoy
aneng”, allai® msgRamlgy, SR S

Beyustiry of cardainom lands,

64 #i'-m K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN Will the Government b
picased : | |

(@) %o lay on the fable a statement showing :
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(1) the number of applications in each of the years 1112,
1113, 1114, 1115, 1116 and 1117 for registry of cards-
mom lands in Pallivasal pakuthy; -
(ii) the number of those applications which were not ad-
mitted owing to defects in the applications ;
(i) the number of those applications admitted but not
finally disposed of in each of the said 6 years:
(iv) the number of applications granted under agreement—-
1. on a recovery of Hs. 1} assessment per acre per year for
the first four years after the grant, and | |
2. on recovery of Rs. 3 per acre per year from the date of
original occupation : and
() to state the reasons, if any, for fixing the different rates of
asgessment according to:sub-parts (iv) 1 and 2 above ?

MR, G. NARAYANAN TAMP! (Sec-reta-ry io GG?!em}};guﬂ: The time
apd laboar involved in collecting sccurate statistics 1n regard to this
matter will be out of proportion to the possible utility, especially as the
general policy of Government has already been laid down,

._ Cardaxmom cultivation. -
65 MR, K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN: Will the Government be
pleased to state : - | ~ )

(@) the number of applicants who have occupied lands for
cardamom cultivation in Pailivasal pakuthi till 1-11-1117 without
ohtaining Goveroment permission; |

(b) the total extent of land occupied by them ; .

(c) the amount approzimately spent on those lands for their
cultivadion ; | o |

(@) the number of applicants in whose favour registry has been
sanctioned &ill 1-11-1117 ; . '
- {¢) the number of these applicants whose applications have not
been granted ; and S

(f) the total. extent of the land covered by the applications nod
veb granted ? | -

MR. 6, NARAYANAN TAMPI: The member i referred to answer to
ghestion No. G4. | g

MR. K. S. SABASTIAN (Changanacherry cum Peermade): - What
i§ the policy that has been laid down? . |

PRESIDENT : I expected that suth a question would be asked.
I shall giwe the policy of Governinent that has already been laid dowp,
and. I hope it will be given due publiciby. | | | .

After o careful consideration of the petition and the arguments
adduced in support of it, Government are definitely of the view that
squatters who entered upon sircar land without permission and even
without preferring any application, have absolutely ro. right, legal or

_equitable, - Those persons who entered with permission have, subject
to the provisions incicated .above, a right in equity which will be
governed by, and be subordinated fo, the public interests referred to in
Rule 5 of the Cardamom Rules. Those persons who, as in the case of

__ the petitioners, contend that the Cardsmom Rules of 1935 dézd no%
- - ' e 2\ ’

e a




158 THE TRAVANCORE SRY MULAM ASSEMBLY | 2478 JULY 1943

prohibit occupation without waiting for permission and must, on that
account, be regarded as being encourzged to occupy, fall within the
scope of Rule b. | |

. Takirg the present state of things into account ag well ns the
civcurmsstances ¢f the locality, the necessity to discourage profiteering
and monopolisation, the absence of any hesitaticn on the part of this
States subjects at present in regard to the exploitation of the lands In
question and, finally, and to & paremount degree, the expediency to
tessen the number of larger holdings dnd fo give encouragement %o
small holders to embark on what has now $uarned out to be a profitabie
business, Government cancot avoid the conclusion that public interests
at this juncture preclude the possibility, under Rule §, of any regis-
$ratinn, | |

~ Those persons who are in posgession of any lands in regard fo

which they got no permission to enter and culiivate the land befora
registry will be forthwith evicted. | B

Thoso who have actually entered upon land with permission and |
offecied cultivation ou areas permited to be 80 occupied, are undoubts
edly entitled to certain equities which will be decided on the nierits of
each case, consistently with ibe principle of public interests already
indicated. - : ’

- - Registry of cardamom lards.

66 Mg, A. K. KUMARAN VAIDYAN (Kunnainad cum Paricr)
'Will the Government be pieased : | |
(a) %0 lay on the table a3 szfatement showing : o |
(1) the number of applicativns in each of the years 1112, 1113,
1114, 1115, 1116 and 1117 for registry of cardamom lands
in Pallivasal pakuthi ; - | i ;
(ii) the numbeyr of thase applications which were not admitted
owing to defects in the applications ; . )
{ii1) the number of those applications admitied bat not finally
- disposed of in each of the said six years; -
(iv) the number of applications granted undar agreement—
(1) on recovery of Rs. 14 assessment per acre per yeatr for
the first four years after the grant ; and - .
(2) on recovery of Rs. S ver acre per vear from the date
of original oceupation ; and
(b) to state the reasons, if any, for fixing the different rates of
assessinent according fo (tv) (1) and (2) above ? . .

MR. 6. NARAYANAN TAMPI: The memberis referred to ans#é:: to
juestion No, 64, | -

| | Curdame:: Cultivation,
67, %ME. A. XK. KUMARAN VAIDYAN :
ed to state : |

(¢) the namber ot ap piicaﬂ‘:’ts wiho have oceupied lands for c&r&a-;
mom culbivation in Pallivasal nakuthi £l 1.11-1117 without obtaining’
Goyvernmend vermission; AR

(hi +31p 3030) ovtor it A8 Fonwed ,wo ot B8 gz ' “

Will the deemﬁienf be pié&ée |
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(¢) ghe amount spproximately spent on those lands for their

eultivation :

(d) the number of such applicants in whose favour registry has

been ssuctioned #ilf 1-11.1117 ;
(e) the number of those applicants whose applications bave not
been granted ; and e

(f) the total exteni of the land covered by the applications not

yeb granted ? | |
Mz, G. RARAYANAN TAMP! : The member is referred ic answer ic
question No. 64, | | ; * -
~ Lands assigned for eardamom cultivation, S
68, MR, K. P. KGCHUKGRA THARAKAR : Will the. Government be
pleased to state the total extent of lands agsigned by them, in pur-
snance of thelr notification in the Government Gazette dated 2nd
March 1938 that aboubt 10,000 acres of land in Survey No. 19 of
Pallivasal pakuthi, Devicolam taluk, would be assigned to bong fide
Travancoreang for cardamom cultivation under the Cardamom Rules
then in force ? | - N
Mr. G. NARAYANAN TARPI :  The wmember is referred to answer to
question No, 64, ~ _ L .
| Occupation of lands for cardamom cultivation without
| permission, |
69, YEMR.K.P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN: Will the Government be
pleased to state : ' | | s

(¢) whether lands have been oceupied for cardamom culiivation '

in Poopara pakuthi and Udumbanchola pakuthi in Devicelam taluk

without obtaining Governwent permission and without even making.

the initial deposit under the Cardamom Rules : | .

(b) if so, whether registries have been ganctioned im favour of
such occupiers; | . - o
(¢) the extent of such land registered in favour of Travancore-
ans ) and | | | o .
{d) the eXxtent registered in favour of non-Travancoreans ¢

~ Mg. 6. NARAYANAN TANPI: The member is referred to answerio |

guestion No. 64, |
| Occupation of lends for cardamom cultrvation
o - wethout permisston. - ,
© 70, W MR. A, K. KUMARAN VAIDYAN: - Will the Government be
pleaged to state ; | | ) |
(@) whether lands have been occupied for cardamom cultivation

in Poopars pakuthi and Udumbanchold pakuthi in Devicolam taluk

withotit obtaining Government permission and withous even making .

~ the initial deposit under the Cardamom Bules;
(b) if so, whether registries have been sanctioned in favour of

such oceupiers; B | | | |
| (c) the extent of such land registered in favour of Travan-
coreans; and g . o
a (d) the extent registsred in favour of non-Travancereans ¢ -

Mg, G. NARAYANAN TAMPl; 'The member is referzed to answer %o
question No, 64, . ~ | . |
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Appendix L

Vide Apgswer to Question No, 54.

Siatement showing the number of documents In 90 offices tlll the
end of Meenam 1118.

Agastiswaram
- Do. Addmmnal
Aikaranad
Alengad
Alleppey
Aloox
Amaravila
Ambelapuzha
Ankamal
Aranmuls
Arnkutty
Arumana
Attingal
Balaramapuram
Chadayamangalam
Chaoganacheryy
Chathannur
- Chavara
Chengannur

Do. Addltmnal
Chiravinkil
Colaehel
Devicolam
Edapally
Eraniel
Hitaumapur
Kaduthuruthy -
Kalkulam

Do. Additional
Kanjirapally
Karshikapaily
Kargnagapally

Do. Add:tional
Kayamkulam
Kazhakuttam
Kollencode
Kotnamangalam
Kottarakara
" Do.  Additional
Rotfayam

Do. Adaitional
Krishnaparam
Kuondara
Kunnathukal
Kunrathonad

3617
4048
3675
3018
2916
4359
8447
2201
3230
4222
3853
6714
5228
7881
7117
4143
5178
6630
4954
4699
4286
5003
- 373
2924
. 5159
6268
5458
5045
5444
4977
6644
6510
6674
71889
7157
7711
3987
5164
71035
8411
3919
7844
7136
1373
3091

46.
47.
48.
49,
50,
51.
59.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64,
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
79.
73.
74,
75.
76.
77.
78.
79,
80.
81,
82,
83,
84.
85.
86,
87.
88.
89.
90.

Vilavancode

Kunnathur 5272
Do. Additional 4945
Kuthattukulam 5495
Mannar 4333
Maranallar 10489
Mararikulam 3105
Mavelikars 6952
Meenachil 5126
Aookompn 1105
Munchira 5685
Muvattupuzha 3982
Nagercoil 2047
Navaikulam 4617
Nedumangad 7843
Nedumangad Addifional 7367
Nemam 8756
Neyyattinkara - 7399
Do, Additional 6472
Nuranad 8207
Pantalam 5208
Parassala 6796
Parar 3937
Pathanamibiita 7827
Pathanapuram Prl. 4036
Do. Additional 3925
Peermade 2924
Poonjar 2418
Quilon | 5922
Deo. Additional ~ 6340
Ranni . 3593
Sasthamoeotis 6361
Shencotta - 2756
Shertalla 4972
Tiravella - 4848
Po.  Additional 3399
Tiruvattar 7580
Todupuzhe 3237
Do, Additional 3222
Tovala 2533
Trivandrom Prl, 6292 .
Do. Additional 6482
Vaikor 5240
V&manapurmm 6641
Varkaia | 3043
5657 l
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PRESIDENT : Order, Order. I would liks $0 place an information
hefore the House.,

An order for 20,000 doses of sarum to ingculate againsé rinderpesi
hag been placed. Of this guantity, 5,000 doses weref received on
92.7-1943, from Izatnagar in the United Provinces and were immedia-
tely distributed for use by the officers copcerned at Perumbavoor,
Kottavam and Nagercoil, the centres round which the outbreak has
heen mostserjous. Ii is reported that the disease has been brought
nnder effective control. The Director of Agriculture has been request-
ed to telegraph immediately ¥o the suppliers for the execution of the
nalance of the order, viz., 15,000 doses.

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET.—(contd.)

. MR. P. V. MATHAl CHEMPARATHY  (Minachil cuma Todupuzha) :

Though for 117 we budgeted only for a revenue of Rs, 2803 lakhg, the
final accounts of the year stood av Rs. 320 lakhs including a sum of
. Rs. 55 lakhs vremoved from the customs receipts to a suspense account,.
As I have already mentioned, the conservative view followed by our
able and experienced Financial Seeretary in framing the current year’s
budge’ anticipated & revenue of Rs. 290-2% lakhs and an expenditure of
‘Rs. 28513 lakhs, resulting in a surplus of Rs. 5°09 lakhs. But accord-
ing to the revised estimates, the revenue is fixed at Ks. 375'41 lakhs
and the expenditure at Rs. 294°57 lakhs, thus resulting in a surplus of
Rs. 80'84 lakhs. The Financial Secretary has rightly pointed out thab
there ure due to abnormal conditions created by the War and that this
excess revenue will be utilized to alleviate its later ill-effects. 'There-
fore his proposal to credit this surplus to a separate fund styled the
“Post-War Reconstruciion Fund” 1s bouud to be welcomed by the
public. -
"~ Coming %o the next year's budget, we find that the Financial Sec-
retax v has moderabely estimated the revenune from existing sources at
Rs. 364°94 lakhs. It is expected that there will be a receipt of Iis. 11
lakhs under Income-tax and Super-tax and Iis. 8 lakhs from the tax on
agricultural incomes, according to¢ his . new proposals to increase the
income tax and super tax and to levy a tax om agricultural income,
Since it is proposed to increase the rates on Anchal covers :and cards,
s revenue of Rs. 60,000 is expected. Therefore the total revenue
during the next year wjll be Rs. 385°54 lakhs..

Now, a word about the proposals to increase the income-tax and
super-tax and to levy tax on agricultural income. This levy of tax
will not, in any way, burden the fax payer, in as much as the very
principle in like taxation is the capacity of the tax-payer, Here ‘again
oniy those agriculturists ge'ting an income of Rs. 5,000 and above are

. taxed, and so the small land holders and the poor ryots are not in any

way affected by the imposition of the tax. I 18.also o be noted that
thig is solely intended to be utilised for post-war reconstruction and
in the case of agriculturists for their post-war benefit by way of im-
provement of agriculture, cr to relieve agricultural distress.

~ Coming to the expenditure side; we find that an amouni of Rs.
327-79 lakhs is allotted for next year. It is gratifying to note that
adequate provision has been made to meet the requirements of an efh-
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cient administration. ‘Chers is a provision of about- ks, 10 lakhs {or
enhancement of the war allowance to the low paid sfficers of the publie
service. In this connection, T may bring to the notice of (Government
the very hard plight of the tzachers in Grant-in-aid scheols. Even in
very normal times, their condition was very bad, and therefore I re-
quest you, Siy, as ﬂlt} head of thz administration, to render them
gome help either by increasing the grants or by giving =ome special al-
lowance to the teachers. Sir, I fully belisve aud hope that,  with your
wide experience and far-sightedness and characteristic courage, a new
scheme will be initiated to better the condition of the ieachers in the
granf-in-aid schools. N

It is again gratifyiag to note that the Gevernment ave making
strenuous atorts to solve the fcod problem, . Hivery aitempd has been
made for the caltivation of food crups on a more extensive soale, Liands
have been disaffyrested and g.ven or lease for the cultivauion of food
crops. In this connection I want tu point out that there are very
many areas which are not being cu‘ltn&tedﬁ. ‘tho reason is due $o the
difficulties in ecultivating tucse lands,  ‘soere are many peodhle in
Thodupuzha who have taken on ieasy, pluts given away by auction in
5 certain place called Vairamony, The nswe is atbractive, it means
in the vernacular ‘diamond’. But the people have found that ibis very
difficult to raise any crops there. Due to lack of enmmunication. faci-
lities, the cost of cultivation bas incr2ased. Therefore my submission
is $haisuch lands as may be convenient fox cullivation alone need be
- given on lease | | I ,

There are some minor forezts in our parts which are very fertile
and at the same time big irees are not growing there, In-some places
what is called “Viruppu” paddy culiivation can be carried on and the
yield from tha} sort of cultivanion will be good. I think that it would
be a feasible proposition if these forest lands are allowed to be culti-
vated. After cultivation, if we allow the lands to lie idle, within a°
period tea or.fifteen vears tress will grow and we will be able #o get
old forests there. 1In fact in olden days, rich iandholders in onur parts
| aildwing 200 or 500 acres uced 60 raise sach form of “Virippu” paddy
cultivation on the billy places, This mezns that a good quantitty of

paddy can be growr in those arwas without hindering the growth of
the minor forests considerably. ,

| " Weare glad to note that (zovernment are opening manure depots

in different stations in different paris of the country. We are told by
the Financial Secretary that 16 18 th's mntention of Government that
the three allied departinents of Liand Revenue, Forests and Agriculture
shouid co-ordinate their work for increasing food production and thak
the necessary funds have been placed at their disposal.

We also notice $hat under your able guidauce, Sir, the Govern-
ment are trying to:develop the industrial passibihities of the State 1n all
directions. The fnture of our State depends mainly on the develop-
meptrof industrial possibilities and that can be wholly achieved only by
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she proper and substantial help rendered by the Governmeant and we
fnd that in the next year’s budgst theve is provision for new industrial
pursuits also. | S ,. - |

Governmens being fully slive to the imporiance of improving sthe
haalbh of the nation. have made provigion, in the nest year’s budges
for opening new wmedical ipstitntions for giving proper medical aid to
the péople. But I may submit that often 1n rural parts ke Thoda-
puzbe adequate medicil aid is not obzined aud for the lash six years, I
have besn trving to bring #his watter to the attention of Goverpment.

The idea of Government to reconstitnte the Irrigation Division of
the P. W. D. will be a real help to the agrienlturists of this country,
due to facilities bsing given for paying better attention fo Irrigational’
works, S o
 Besides the ‘very liberal allotment for primary educstion an
amount of Rs. 9 lakhe has bean allotted for the grant of a contribution
to the Travancore University. I am glad, that the Research Deparg- .
ment of our University is proceeding wilh 1ts activities.on useful lines.
But one thing I bhave #o bring to the notice ‘of Government is this,
The Fishery Department is now kept under the control of the Pro-
fessor of Marine Biology. My subimnission is that he’'may be entrusted
with the researches connected with the development of the fisheries
and for the administrative part, let there be another department. Un.
less the functions are thus separabed, this industry will suffer much,
I hope the (rovernment will realise this point, which many of the
honourable members of this house have touched on. | o

. PRESIDENT : I may say at once that the. bonourable members

need not take the trouble to deal with this matter bacause, the Gov-
ernment have under agtive consideration the question of the fufure of
the fisheries in connection with the administrative side of it.

Mr. P. V. MATHAI CHEMPARATHY: Now coming to capital ex-

penditure o provision of Rs, 6065 lakhs is esr-marked in the next
_year's budgset for the various schemes and I trust that Government

a—

would see to the successful working of those ventures. The Financial
Secretary has also stated that a good number of small coins were
minted and that wounld have been sufficient for our normal need.
But unfortunately, the difficulsy is due te anti-social elements who
hoatd up or prefiteer in small coins. So, 1 would bring to the notice
of Government the necessity for making speeiallaws to punish the anti-
gocial elements By which the distribution of thé small coins could be-

satisfactorily effected. -
A word about the begger problem. {(liesident’s Beli. .

Mg, M. L. JANARDANA PILLA} (Nomenated): Sir, I find In the
budget there is a surplus of Rs. 33:34 lakhs plus Ra. 8084 lakhs which
18 proposed to be set apart as *post-war Reconstruction Fund”. The
Financial Secretary plainly says thas this surplus is nob the rasult of
normal eonditions, but is due to adventitious ecircumstances wmainly
created by the war. To that extent, L sincerely congratulate the

Financial Secretary fox telling us the exact position of ihe coun'tgﬁ
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fnances. A criticism was levelled in the house as to why there should
be a post-war reconstruction fund at this stage; why there should be
sdditional $axation by new proposals when there 18 & surplus af the
hands of Government. [ think ib is very necessary to examine these
two points of view which have been pui before the House. Naturally
the question avises as jo the period when one should think of creating
a post-war reconstruction fund. 1Is it the view that taxation should be
resorted to only when there is a deficit? Already we hava found that
in the years 1117 and in the early part of 1118, the produce of this
country were realising peak prices and yet, at she cloge of 1118, as a
result of various conditions affecting the market, the prices are steadily
and slowly coming down. If the GOvernment are even now aot going
to take up the question of providing sufficieat funds for' the parpose of
post-war recomstruction, if Government do not take care of the
fipancial sitaation at this stage, swhat will be the cry a fow years hence
when the prices of commodities naturally go further down ? What is it
that happened immediately afier the last war when we had a very
~ gerious economic depression ? The agriculturists said that the prices
were 50 low that they could not even eover the cost of actual cultivat-
ion. As'a consequence, they asked for various reliefs from Government.
Is sueh a time to raise post-war reconstruction fund? Or is it oot bekter
to do tha at a time when the commodily prices are high, when the
finaneial condition of the couniry is perfectly satisfaciory, when every-
body is willing ta pay and 18 able to pay: is that not the time, when
the Goveramenf should think of ecreating a special fond like the
one in question? If 1aXes are imposed especially afier prices
have gone down, there will be a general outery from the  people.
Regarding the proposed income tax on land, first of all, we have
to remember that it 1is not a thing which 18 going to be suddenly
put into operation by Government; suéh an idea has not been
saddenly thought of. Member after member, in this house, on
various occasions had urged on the atfention of Government that the
land in this country is unable to bear any further taxation, that the
 system now in vogue should not be eontinued and that a new mnethod
should be devised by which land {ax could be completely stopped. It
was seriously contended that new methods of taxation shouald be in-
troduced 0 give adequate reiief to the land owners. Hence, I serigus-
ly ask, whether 1t is nof & more equitable method of bringing land
under taxation in the manner which has been indicated in the Financial
Secretary’s speech and followit up from now? Sa that ultimately
land $ax could be completely given up in a few years ? Is this not the
opportune moment ig introduce this reform? Is this not the time to
afford relief to agriculturists from {axation which they are said $o
groan under ? It has been gaid by the Dewan President that the
present proposals are only experimental megsares, t0 ind gut whethel,
in ths long run, a transition could be made in the system of taxation
on agriculture. It is & fact that the levy of income tax on agricultural
land bas already been adopted 1n Ceylon and I know that such a reform

[ ¥ 4. : q“ﬁ' I‘:J' 2 £ 2 i" +k A alk "My AT TT* b LE ™y - wn iyl 1 .



GRNERAL DISCUISION OF THE BUBGHET 168

the permanent system of levying tax as 18 now being done here. Sir
the question was askel yesterday why should we ‘reate a post-war re.
congtruction fund ? Liet me quote from the Bsveridge Renort, which
is a very authoritative report on the sabject, the following lines :

¢ During {914~18 there followad an aftermath of eeonomio conflict ; inter-
netionsl trade was given no chance to recover from the war. The pre.

geni war may be evcu more deatructive.«swee...There are bound to be soute
difficulties of fransition, There are no easy care-free times in early
prospect.”” |

What was the situation immediately after the last great war? Our
produce on which we mainly depended for our export frade could not
be exported to foreign countries, because, no financial help was avail-
sble from the institutions that were working here at the time. The
balance of trade in favour of Travancore was lost. In England, im-
mediately after the- last war, the British Parliament introduced the
BExport Credit Scheme and financed sall her exXporis. Ajready we have
begun to receive post war orders. In regard to this country, the Gov-
ernment, at that time, did not realise the necessity of financing this
export trade. 1 am also afraid, the Government then did not have the
necessary financial whevewi hal to finance such schemes. As a result,
we were put to sertous difficulty, so much so, the trade of the country
dwindled into very very insignificant nroportions. Are we going to
continue the same mathods this time also? 1Is it not prudence on our
“pars to think of finding the ways and means to meet the bad days
ahead ? Should we not be prepsred beforehand to meet & contingency
which 1s surely awaiting us? It is clear, therefore, that it is very
essential, that, if we really waut to safeguard our export trade, main-
taln our price level, protect our customs revenue, as well as the general
revenues and carry on our manufactures for export trade, a substantial
post war reconstruction fund should be built up by the Travancore Gov-
ernment even now. Otherwise, how are the Governmeunt going to give
relief to the pecple diiring very bad times? When I say all this, I
should not be understood as saying that any portion of this fund

.should no; be diverted for meeting the immediate peeds. 1 ask, will
- any Government be so foolish as not fo spend their funds fo meet

-emergent needs as well. Ido not at ail think tbat the Government
will demur to do so. There is no sanctity about it simply because 1t 18
called ¢ postwar reconstruction fund.’ ' |

In my budget speech during the year 1112, Sir, I stated that the
agriculturists did stand in need of urgent relief. By all means, do belp
the agricudurists who stand in need of urgent relief and thab on &
largesscale, But what is the method to be adopted. Can we not take
the example of what has been done elsewhere? DBetween 1932 and
1936 the British Government Iiberaily subsidised agriculiurists to the
extent. ¢f 30 million pounds from the British Bxchequer out of which
10 million ponnds were nsilised soley for the sake of refund of taxes
collected from the agriculturists, Therefore, I suggest that some such
method should immediately be thought of for meeting the agriculfural -
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depression that is sure $o follow this war. Is it not wisdom on our
- part to suzgest 50 Goverbrnent that they should be even now prapared
to build up a post-war reconstruction fund so that such amounts uay
be utilised for partly relieving the present distress and also to tide gver
the trade depression afier the war. -

~ Sir, a suggestion was made that Government should pay increased
“vrice for paddy taken from the ryots. My experience is that when-
ever the price of paddy has been increased, the ryots will still ask for
- more prices and they wili assuredly sell in the black market.. The

only wav by which the present difficulty can be solved is, this. Govern-
ment should stick to thae price level already fixed and not' move an
inch further froiwn that position. I must oppose all attempts at increas-
ing the price of paddy. Therefcre, nfter a careful and anxious consi-
deration, of these difficulties, and of the position which I think, 15
likely v havpeu in the export trade., 1 am very glad %o welccme the
nroposals of Governmen', to levy 50 per cent. surcharge op income iax
snd tu impose income tax on agriculfural incomes. The action of
Government is fully justified, in my view, especially, in view of the faci
that only agriculiural incomes over Rs. 5,000 will he so taxed. I agres
with my honourable friand Mr. Ma<kar Pillai in {bhe opinion that the
industrial and commercial interests will not object to the income tax
proposals  Further, it is alse high time that Gorernment should con-
sider whethar it is possible fo aholish altogether the existing system of
land tax. Probably i3 will take some more fime. Bubt we have to
tackle fhe situation even now.

| I sincerely thank Government for the Eerculean endeavours
they have done to ease the food situation which was passing. through a
cerions crisis. Itis indeed a pity that Sixr Hugh Hood should compla-
santly gay that rice will not be supnolied to Travancore from Madras
any longer. 1wish he will kindly remember that British Cochin and
the neighbouring districts have to get sll the raw materials necessary
for their export trade from Travancore, that many of the war indus-
tries are worked in lravancore, that the labourers working in the war
industries are also from Travancore, that we are contributing very
much to the trade of Britich India, confributing quite a lot to the
Cochin harbour receipts, contributing to the success of the war efforis
of the allies and that cur “Travaucore labour pariicalarly is suffcring
from very. very difhicult conditions. Under such circumstances, 1 really
cannot understand the heartlessness with which the remarks are made
$hit Travancore wili not be snpplied’ with rice from Madrast The
peopls of the coastal areas are suffering terriblv on uccount of shortage
of food and their condition has to be alleviasted. Cases of-fainting by
workers due $» shortage of food are not rare. As my friend Mr, Kurup
pointed out yesterday, supply in those areas is quite inadequate.

- We realise that Government alone cannot help soch a difficalt
gituation. The food problem is really serious. I have to urge on the
aktention of Government that labour should be. given special consider-

ation and greater quantity per head, Sir, during your time, we ares
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tree from labour troubles. The natural conseqUences 2rising from
anch troubles and the great sconomic loss sustained by as 1D having bad
many sirkes and 1ock-outs, during past years, had been very serious.
We ave glad that there 1s 1o such thing now. Notwithstanding all our
aifficnlties, the interests of the labourer must be safeguarded. 1 wish.
io bring howne 0 12 Government shot it i8 Dot o monstrous delusion
that there is a shortage of faol.! It is o foct and we are swufforing
from that shortag?. {4 is high time that people elsewherc ore made §0
- understand our real situation 10 regard to the food problem and the

axtan® of our suffering due 1o such shortage. Af the same time, I feel
ihat in this country there is a panic shout the food supply question.
I know that Government are Joing their bess and it is high time that
the services of some non-officials who are also good speakers and who
oan command large awdiences are requested by Government to go
round the country and explain to the public the actual position aboud
the food supply, the mannetr in which the public ongh¥ o co- operate with
the Government and the contribution they can make for ¢he successiul

working of the scheme.

You, Sir, have been putting forward many proposals for posé-
war reconstruction. During the period of lagt seven years this country
hag progressed in many direciions. 1 am very glad to state om the
8oor of the House that unlike previous 0cCaS1ONE eVEry industry that
has beeu started and worked during the last seven years has proved to
be profitable both 0 the investors and to Government. The coir 1n-
dustry which provides enployment for more than 35,000 people and
whose volume of trade is abous 3. erores of Rupees has been able to tide
over & very difficult situation simply on.account of the gnécial assist-
ance you gave. A% ihe same time, various other industries already
started are working quibe satisfactorily and 1 hope that otbers which
are proposed o be started will be the beginning of an intensified indus-
irial era. So much is sald about the post War reconstruckion, Has the
industries department nothing 0 do in this matter ? That Department
s working exactly on the same lines 8s it began Bome 20 years ago.
The Department ¢annob do much as long a8 it 18 constituted ab present.
The whole thing should be deferred, lock, stock, and barrel. The De-
~partment 18 nractically doing nothing very gubstentizl for the couniry

for the post war pericd when' under” your guidance, s [arge number
of industries are sure to come into existence. .The present Indusiriza
Department is not the body that can carry out your programme of
industrialisation. I would ask the Government 0 gariously copsider
- this matter. C o
PRESIDENT .. The horourable member has two minutes more.

MR M. L. JANARDANA PILLAI: - Lt me sam Up. * Varions imdug-
tries already started are working satisfactorily and othexs W ich are
proposed to be started bring no swoall credit to Gavernuient. here 18
“industrial advancement fngncial prosperity and politieal peace in the
country and plans have been VeLy carefully lald for succesefully carrylng
out a post wal reconstruction Programme. These are the ﬂpchwvementu
of the present Government ond it ie t$hat Government’s budget for the

coming year that we are called -upon fo Y8VIEW, Tor the above

___reasons I congratulate the Government and the Financial Secretaxy,

it il aeaebin ,
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(SRIMATI T. RARAYANI AMMA (Nammatfd) As one who has had the
privilege of taking & humble part in this House, I feel it my duty. ¢
eXpress my sincere gratitude for the ready manncr in whieh the Finagn-
cial Sceretary has prepared the budget for the year 1119, We can see
from the several new features of this year’s budget and from $he state-
ment of facts and figures furnished therein thai this year the financial
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position of our State is an exceptional one. 1 have 1o th&pk the Finan.
ciil Secretary and the Grovernment of His Highness the {Maharaja for
the great achievements made by themin this connection.

A\g g result of 4he siccess of :he Allies in some of tha- ImPortant
theatres of war, in spite of the several unfavourable conditlons conge-
quent on the world-wide catastrophe, jshe pro_s_-:pects appear t0 be defini-
gely brighter due to yonr inspiring guidance n all the various br&r_lchea
of administration aided by your characteristic courage and foresight in
tha maiter of control, purchase acd rationing of fDGd-EtuffS; ‘Thﬁ budget
has been prepaved in a manner based on the presen; conditions. T feel
it uv duty also to express my sincere g_mtltuc_ie for t‘{lhe cornmendabla
offurts wuade by the Financial Secretary in t&klﬂg{I the members of the
Liegislature fuliy into the confidence of the Government. Sir, the
financial position of the State 18 o sound one. Aypart from' the clucida-
on and clarification given by the Financial becretary he has published
a budget wemorandum which is an illustrative and comprehensive one.
- From the details given in this memoradun: we are able’ $o uudsrstand
the financial workings of the various Departments and the steady pro-
gress maintained by them. We are thankfal to  the Finagncial Scere-
tary for preparing and placing before the House a DBudgef M cimoran-
dum ¢iving the various aspects of the budget. It 18 not .niere senti.
meni when I say that it [is o watter of special gratification that ic
spite of the war and the several other "~unfavourable conditions
consequent on the war the financisl transactions of 1118 and 1119
are expccted to meet the burden of the hour and at the same time
td make araple provision for meeting the growing needs of n progres-
sive administration. We are also very grataful, Sir, for the opening
of the “Post War Reconstruction Fund” the levying of a sur-charge
on the mcome-tax and super-fax and also a tax :on agrienliural income
above s, 5,000, We welcome 'the 1dea underlying the TFinancial Se-
cretary’s stateaent that the taXation is not proposed with the special
obj.ctive of betterrnent of the revenue position, but solely with the
object of post-war benefit by way of improvement of agriculture or
relief of agricultural digtress. -

The 1a0st inmiportant and trying problem of the day is the fuud
problem. Indeed 1t is & matier for gratification to find that the great
efficiency with whieh yon have tackled it from the very outset wusa
result of your unceasing etforts and you are in this respect much better
than we are. Ve are also aware of the fact that you are trying to ge
down as much tood materials from outside as possible. As the learned
I*inuncial Secretary had pointed out we have necessarily ,to develop o
resources Lo the maximum yield. We very much appreciate the . laun-

ching of a ‘grow move food campaign® and feel sure. that the Depurt.
wents concerned will work for the thorough success of the Campaign.
Sir, as for the poor section of the population { have known their trous
bles and tribulations and I for one realise that the “crow more food
catnpaign’ will be of help to them. If it is made compulsory inore
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strentous efforts will be faken in this direction, There will be nothing
wrong, in my humble opinion, if the departments concerned would
themselves undertake the culfivation of some areas. A similar step
may also with advaniage be taken with regerd to the cottage industry
and factory industry. BSir, the liberal grant of a contribution of Rs. 9
lakhs to the Travancore University animates the Government of His
Highness the Maharaja. Af no time was the spirt more manifest than
during the past siX or ssven years after you assumed the charge of the
Dewatship of the State. The revenue which was at a low figure at
the beginuing of your office as Head of the Administration has now
shown considerable surplus. As a result of your kind and right
weéasures we are iving in peace and plenty compared with other
countrics, | |

~ In counclusion, as the Froancial Secretary concluded his speech, let
me conclude with a fervent hope and prayer that this State with its
stable resources and reserves and under the gracious eway of its jllus-
trious Sovereign whose sole pre-occupafsion is the welfare of his subjects,
may have successive vears of plenty and prospernity.

VIr. M. R, NARAYARA PILLAl: Sir, the Financial Secretary’s speech.
on the budget for 13119 18 fnll of mysterious sentences. First of all;
in the first page of his speeck he says:  “Prices are soaring all round
and the fead situation is more acute”. T'he sentence immediatley follow-
ing 18 also interesting. In this connection I wish to offer 2 humble
advice to the Finaneial Secretary not to usurp our rights and privileges,
the rights and privileges of the non-official members of the Hause.
The Financial Secretary eulogises the President particularly when he
18 accupying the Chair and on the floor of the House. If genarally
makes our situaiion very difficult., We all know that the Financial
Sccretary is only a subordinaie officer to the Dewan’s own offica,

PRESIDENT : There is a habit which is growing in this Hguse
aud elsewherc. Ihave seen in the procesdings elsewhereone most
improper temark, comparing the IFinancial Secretary %0 a cook who
eulogises his master and the Dewan to a master who eulogises his cook.
The Fingncial Secretary is a member of this House, is & member of
the Liegiglature, just as any other honourable member. The fact that
he is the Financial 8ecretary does not take away his primary rights
and obligations to be treated seriously and with courtesy. -And if, as is
‘the invarigble rule, a nominated .and an elected member are (o0 be
ireated alike in this House. I trust the ordinary courtesies of the
House will be extended to all. The Chair will not tolerate any insinua-
tion that &« member who is Financial Secretary is bound fo praise the

Dewan and that the Dewan is bound to praise the Financial Secretary.
| T'o say such things is $o attribute unworthy motives to honourable -
members of this House—unworthy motives to the Financial Secretary—
because the Financial Secretary 1s as much 2 member of thig House as
Mr. Narayana Pillaf. It may as well be said that the honourable
non-official members are asking for appointments and favours . and are
therefore bound to praise the budget. Ascription of such motives is
beneath the dignity of the House: - o

1
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MB. ii. R. NARAYANA PILLAL: I may just say that 1 did 0ot mean
auybhing unworthy against him. | | |
PRESIDENT : Very often at the moment my back was turned, things
are asid of this character. I regard it as a breach cof the privileges of
the House aud an abuse of the righ%of speech of the mernbers of the
House, and it must be strongly deprecated. |
The henourable member may proceed.

MR, M. R. NARAYANA PILLAl: Sir, we havea sum of 80 lakhs seb
apart for Post war Reconstruction Fund. This sum of 80 lakhs is more
or iess derived from the differ=nes beiween the original budget estimate
for the year 1118 and the amount shown according to the reviged
estimate. The increase shown is mainly under these heads: Rubbér
Factory 6 lakhs: Profii on the Sale of Investments 10 lakhs: Trans-
nort G lakhs ; (‘nrrency and Mint I lakh. Railways 1 lakh and uander
eight iteme of $he main heads of HRevanue like customs 60 lakhs, If
we deduet these from the revised cstimate we get 290 lakhs Which is
the original amount with which we started she year 1118. Again the
r+venue shown for the year 1119 is 385 iakhs includiug U lakhs gub-
vention from the Central Read Fund, 25 lakhs Value of Timber
reicoved from the Forests by Government Agency, a2nd 20 lakhss the
anticipated additionzl tax accurding to the new proposals. Of this,
94 lakhs is book adjustment, there is no actual receipt. The budget
estimate for 1119 show: however, that uader the main heads of
Revenue, excepting under Magisterial Fines, there 1s a uniform
decrease In-estimated receipts so far as the revised estimate for 1118
is concerned. The sum of 38 lakhs provided for under DP. W. D.
ncludes 9 lakhs being the adjust:uent tuwards the Central Koad Fund.
8o we get only 29 lakhs, under P. W.D. The surplns credited to the
Past War Reconstruction Fund, ig in my humble opinion, only a mere
adjustiment, We will have a grand total of Assests of 11 crores at the
=nd of 1119, The budges1s, more or less, declared to be a confidential
document. and 1t 1s not even open to the I'ress for ingpection. 1 stop
there, - - | o

-Out ot the gaid 11 crores, 4 crores are made up of certain irredeen-
able cxnenditure under Heads like Trivandrum FElectric Scheine.
Pallivasal Scheme, Telephone, Rubber Factory, Clay Factory, Rail-
ways, Loastal Transport and even the State Transport. 1 would 83y,
without “me:ming anything offensive that thesc budgetary expectaiions
are notinke]y ig be fulfilled. We all know what happened to the vehicles
uf the State Lransport Departwent. -Sir, the Finaneial Secretary would
uave got @ few hundred crores more if he had only cared %o assess the
va.ue of our roads and all the public buildings. With all his picty
ind unassuming manners, the honourable member, the Financial
Secretary ‘has shown eleven crores as assets in the: pudget. He isah
outsider ; perhaps he inay vot know the conditions obtaining here, -
PRESIPENF . Order, order, That is again a very curious observa-
i:on ‘and‘ ofence agalnsi my raling. Hlare 1% 15 stated that the Financial
Jecretary is an outsider and therefore either he is incorpetent or he
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ig trying to be treacherous io the country of his adopsion. What is the
suggestion made ? It 1s that, as he is an outsider, he is deliberately
mismanaging the finance of the Siate? Is that the suggestion ¥ If so,
‘it must be openly made. If it is stated that he is ignorant the ignorance
must be 2xposed. I suppose honourable members will remember that
they are doing an injustice when they say that a member of this Honse
is ignorant or incompetent. His Highness the Maharaja and his adviser
are respousible for having brought huin here. I'o have come heiv is
pot his stn. If heis ignorant, onc may exposs the ignorance, but
opcnly, DBut these suggestions as persons being outsiders is a thing
which I cannol understand, because if the avgument is carried to the
‘extreme, what’ will happen to the Travancoreans who are occupying
high positiors 1 the whole world, who are outsiders in those places
in & similar inanner? Suppoge such an arguiuent is carried $o the
furthest extent, where shall we Dbe as to the vice problem {o the
matter ? I trust honourable members will éonsider ecarefully before
they make such remarks, . |

WR. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAl: Sir, what I said was tha' he is IlOf
aware of the conditions in Trayancore. -

PRESIDENT : It seems to me that it is a graceless remark.

MR. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAY: 'I'here is another matber also whiéh
I want to bring to your notice; and that i1s with regard to g retired
gentleman brought to teach English in the University College.

PRESIDENT : Ouxder, order. I take the fullest regpomnsibility for
that and I am prepared to stand a vote of censure, In the papers that
come to me from the various offices, I find several mistakes, even mia-
takes of grammar and spellings, 1 can only conclude from that, that
Travancoreans have noi-been tanght Hnglish in the proper way. I have
seen often Travancoreans looking blankly at an Eoglishman spdakinag,
because of not following him and his aceent and,pronunciation. I take the
fullest responsibility on myself for having brought in an Englishman,
Anfl so long as the University eXists, I take it that there will be at
least one Englishman to teach English, a Frenchman to teach IPrench,
g man knowing Sanskrit very well to teach Sanskrit—not a man wha
has o fatile degree in Tamil or Sanskrit from an®American or. Kuro-
pean University.

MR, M. R. NARAYANA PILLAL: ¢ It is not for criticising the
genfleman that I,have mentioned thia. ‘‘hoe learned Professor was
‘teaching English in the Junior classes in the University Colidgge. "Bub
now he is teaching English to a handiul of students 1n the Honours .
Classes, | o | .
PRESIDENT : That cannot be true. Not only 1s he going fo
take honours and pass classes but he is also going to carry ¢n work in
the affiliated colleges so that the stamdard of English will be levelled
up everywhere. : -

MR, M. R. NARAYANN PILLAY: TIiis my humble requesi that yon
will kindly enquire into whai | have stated. He-was Geaching the
lower classes ; now he has gone to teach the Henours classes.

)

]
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Then, I wish to refer to thefood situaiion. If I 88y anythiug which
s not in order I shall withdraw it. |

PRESIDENT : My point is this. I know that the honourable
meniber takes great trouble to study these questions, and I am anxious
to give him the uimoss 1atitude.  Put there are certaln courtesies 6f

+

debate that should be proserved amd 1am 32 jezlous, so solicitous, of
the level of the debate heve that nothing that i« unmeaningly or mali.
cipusly censorius siould be sllowed. My sole idea is that a
member who has gos the promise of a good debater should not descend
tothe level of making unworthy insinuations when he can do 0 much
better. ”

Me. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAL: Iam very thankful to whbai the
President has stated, |

The Financial Secreiary has munbioned 3 croves for being sed
apart to meek the food <ituation. In spite of a fleet of schiooners ani
ships, in spite of 33 lakhs ot paras of paddy purchased already, in
spite of the frequent visits of the Director of Food Supplies to places
outside Travancore, and in spite of the earnest :ndeavours made by the
Dewan in his nersonal capacity wnd in his capacity a8 Head of the
Administration, with all respect I must point oub fhat the situation has
not heen eased, | |

PRESIDENT : You are perfectly right.

Tt is understood thut the Government have an idea of expropria-
tion introduced hore. But before thab sxpropriation is actnally in-
t noduced here, my suggestion is let there he a more appropriate dis-
rribution of what we have alveady got here. Just as the honourable
me::ber, Mr. K, R. Narayanan, bas been saying, we must let each 1ndi-
cidual get one nazhi of rice or two nazhis of paddy, According toa
rough calculation 1 am sure egch sdult member of the population
<hould be able to get more than vWo nazhis per head per day. |

MR. A. S. DAMODARAN ASAN (Zood Grains Purchase Cfficer) .  With
how much stock ?

MR, . R. NARAYANA PILLAI: With the stock thab 18 available with-
in the State at preseni# | ' o

One other. suggestion that I want to make is 1o remove all con-
trol. The Government may not be agreeable to this suggestion,

. PRESIDENT : No, No. Far be it fiom me to detract from
the utmost possibility of reproach or crificism, or casbigation or
})&stinadmng, if vou like. The only thing is that there are certain
1IN1ER. | . - |
n. M. R. NARAYANA PILLAI : Let there be complete removal of
the control of the free movement of the produce within the State.
Liet therc be the present system of boundary vigilance so that there
shall be no leakage of ths food grains to outside the State. DBut there
should be frec movement of the grains within the State. When 1
enquired of one or two officers of Government, they said. that there

'}.. Y
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was the planting commnnity who would begin 1o hoard the foodgrains
tor their labour withount whom they capnot carry on with their planta-
tion work. But Ido wob think that ile planting communiby is €o
irresponsible as thal., They may uot stoop to 4o sach a thing when
millions of cthers ats slarvng,

L

Tiant veer when I ménbioned that Governmeend should take uyp
tha culbivaiion of the lande and go on with agriculture, the President
askad me whekher 1% wwas 1y suggestion that the Government should
take ib up. This vear { et happy bo note that BMr, Tolsgn, represen-
ting a8 hs does the planting comimunity, is of the sams opinion as I
was last veur. I am glad that thoe planting comunity st least bas sp-
preciated miy visw point. | |

In & humorous way, { sy point out this, Sir. The presens
difficulty in conneotion with the distribution of food grains may be
dae to the fact that the Director of Food Supplies, the Food Grains
Purchasing Qffices and & namber of officers under them do not geb any
walary a8 10 swiwount appesis to have been provided for in the budget
for this vear 1119, T wanted to move & cub miosion, and I was wondsr-
ng under whayv head to move 1t. |

MR. A, LAKSHMINARAYANA AIYAR (Hununcial Secretary to Governs
wend):  They are classed under 43 Miscellaneous. o

Mr. M. B. NARAYANA PILLA!:  No details are given under that head.
I thought that the Food Department was under the Secretariat. Bus
I missed it there. Thé Food Graine Officer is still, T believe, o Judge
of the Kottayaun District Court, I may say that it1a nos guite befit-
ing that in an efficient administration like ours these people shouald be
slassed nnder ‘Miscelianeous,” '

PRESIDENT: Your argament is thal these geutlewen wolk more
than %o be entitled to be classed merely a5 Miscellnneows.

MR, A, R. MARAYAMA PILLAI. 1do not know whelher there is
atty financial rule enabling these psople to draw their sslary wheu b
15 not provided in the budget. -

MR. 4. LAKSHMINARAYANA .AIYAR: On page 245 of the budget,
under Miacellanegus Political Expendisure, there is a provision for the
Director of Food Supplies. The total provision is Rs. 42,827,

Mr. . R, NARAYANA FILLAI: My difficulbty agan 18 how these
~ people couid come gnder Politicsl Expenditure ? | |

PRESIDENT : The reason why the provision for ‘‘Direclor of Food
Supplies’’ has been iuncluded under ‘¥ iscellanecws Pelitical Expendi-
mre’ 1shall expiain. 'I'here arve certain fixed heads in the budget. " 1b

may be that the Idiregior of Food Supplies will huve Lo be contigued
- for two ov three vears, and we may then adopi a certain head. Bus
shis step was suddenly taken as honourable members know, last year.
We came to bhe conclusion that the situation was sufficiently serions
to eee that there should be s Director of Food Supplies and he had to
- he appointed immediately, The amount under Political Jixpenditnrs

Yol.. XX1i~No, 4.

“
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‘is what may be called a kind of residual wmouns in the hands of Gov-
ernment. This is no disparagewent on the Direclor. In fact, n the
liet of expenditure he comes below Hig Highness the Ddlaharaje of
Mysore, the Maharaja of Dholpur, etc. (Laughter). I do nof think
he will lament bis lob ta be bracketed with them. ~

MR, 8. R NARAYANA PILLAL:  With regard to the Rs. 2 crores for
Food Grains Purchase, I take it thel when “advances forichars oaly pabrol
ma..nure atc., should be asked for frow the House by placivg Demands
befora the Finance Commitiec and then tbefore the House, or SCD}
under Socbion 32 of the Legislative Act and statoments laid on the
Table or ike House, this itern should also be asked for fron: the {lonss.
Then there would be greater confidence in the minds of the neople.

MR. A. LEKSHMIHARAYANA AIYAR . Or page 260 under Speciai™
Advaneces —Advances for Food Stuffs, thereis o provision «f Is. 190
lakhs iv the vevised estimmabes for 1118, and Rs. 1508 lakbs 1u the hudgei
eatimates for 1119 on the veceipt side and on ihe expendiiure side
Rs, 306 lakhe for 1118 and Bs. 185 lakhg for 1119,

Mr. M. R, NARAYANA PILLAl: Mav L konow whether these awmouns
are merely entered in ihe budget ov are ihey asked for frmu the House.
1f as 1 stated in the case of charcoul, manure etfc., it 1s {necessary that
sanction should be abtained from the House, I do not know why it is
merely included in the budget. In this connection I may mention ane
thing, and I am sure I will “not be nﬂendmﬁ the rules i1n that ccnnec-
sion. The Government should be frank and Ot -spoken and should
take tho pw;_‘:le into theiy conbdence as to their various 1obontions and
viaws. For fo quobte Lord Curzon, to profit hy public opinicn and nod
hy ignoring i, not o fatter or cozen and never to mysfifw. wonld be a
sound policy for sn efficiont sdminiciraticw.

PRESIDENT :  And yon ate s vory cosapicuous sxamyple of cns with
“a desire not o wound people aod o bako people into your confidencs,

MR, M, RNARAYANA PILLAY . This s Lioxd Ctlrmn_s advice, Sir.

'he state of our voads io the north of Trivandvwn ig really
deplorable. We nave an excelient road from Trivandrun: (v the Cape.
But excepbing that, the condition of the ruud.a-, in fravancore is abso-
lutely bad.

PRESIDENT : 1t is true and that is why 1t was the intention of
this Govermment to cement concrete all the roads of Travarcore, This
‘(Gavernment have entéred into preliminary agreements with a part-
cular concern for that pnrpose and this ¢couid have been put into force
but for the war. The idea 1s %0 cement concrete all the trunk roade in
Travancore, | |
~ MR, M R NARAYANA PILLAI: Apart from the trunk roads bSir, there
are about 400 miles of roads in Tiruvalla taluk itself. They were open-
ed under very good democratic principles but are now entirely neglect-
ed by the Publie works Dep&ltmant 1% 15 all because they have oult
Rs. 99 Jakhs for expendivure in 1119, if a3 all they spand the whole
of 1t |
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'he poople in the villages are nok receiving the amenities that are
wsusily expected ol {ruin zach an wificient admmgstmtlon a5 *ours.
They are absolutely ignored. As 1 sad belore, for months together,
for t ww, three and even four months togesber, I know there are paople
in some Parts of Pathavamthitta taluk who have nos seen one grain of
rice or paddy. We have a good surplus of absut Rs. 38 lakhs snd the
reason fur that is, I woula take it, because the essential needs of various
derartments are actually starved. I had sowe constructive ideas about
tnu wcrking of the 'I'ranspors Department, bubt the 2dnainistra.
ion report for 1117 of thai Uepartment, is published under a “confiden-
tial'? stamp on the cover of 15, So, I do not mean to say anything
hout that Departinent.

Phen, with regard 10 Agriculture alse, I have somo tOﬂlpl&IHt‘:‘.
\,Lza,zn, Siv, L do nol mean anvibhing persopal.  he Director of Agri-
calture may have been dolng good work, though I do net find him
here. 1T was told he 1s in New Delbhi or Sim!a at present.

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA 6. PARAMESWARAN PILLAL: If he s referring
{ thedpermanent Director of Agriculture, he (the permanent. Director of
Aoricnlture) 1s aftending the conference in regard to the long term
policy of $he Government of India. A

Vir. M. R, NARA'!’ANA PILLAl .  In the year 1115 an amount of Rs.
30,000 was provided fox the purchass of manure in 1118 and in 1118
itself & saum of He, 50,000 was also asked for from the House for the
same purpose,  Whon Iinderpellated the Pivector of Agricnlture as 1o
whether Jhiere was any wanare depot s LPivavells, what the rewaher
sud was that wherusuthoent manure was avaijable, a depot would be
npened there. 'Thie raoet 1mportant depariment f the Ciuvernment
uader the existing conditione, particularly whea there iz » dearth in
fond supplies, is the Department of Agviculinre and t}n 318 the ol of
step-motherly atutude shewn to it. |

Sir, last year when I saggested that the (JG\‘C,lIlth.hL should under-
“take cultivation of food staffs, I was asked by the President if I pre-
posed that-the (xovernment hc:)uld bave anosher  Departmicnt for -this
und Lsaid "'Yes”. I am happy, Sir, that this year ab lcass after one
vear, Mr. Talson the honourable ruember rcpresenting the planters
association—an assceiation which has expsrts on Agricaliurs and Plant-
ing to advise them-—-has advocated the same idea this year.

Sir, we are happy to nobte thai fhere 1s a geparate Department for
Irrigation proposed to be opened from the 1st Chingam next year,
But I would urge fur the attention of the Government that instead of .
spending large sums of money on huge undertakings, minor lrrigation
work could be attended to as was stated by the Deputy President, so.
tnad it may benefit & larger nuwaber of people and, in time: give better
results, - | |
A word more abaut the levy of tax on agriculturai ipcome. Ifis
stated that we will be having 11 lakhs as tax on income on agrical aral
lands and abouy 9 lakhs &urchfbrﬂe and super tax ur ote wayv ol othet.
Bat,, ¥ we are gomg t0 bave a surplua even withour sech a levy of
addivionai tax, why should there be thaé argument of the Finagcial
Bectetary for imposing the new tax? His argument ab page 7 of his
speech is not at all convincing egpecially to one whﬂ bas Hstened tn the

rrguments of Government.
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- 1 is also proposed to raise the Anchal chiarges. Snch a measure
wounld very.htterly affect the poor man. There i also the impositicn
of income tax on land which affeets the various vessed interests 1nuch
more. But L may say that I do not hold any brief for vested inferests.
Sueh 3 kind of taxation would not be creditable and won!d reflec:
badly so far as the people of this country are concerned to those outside .
iravancore. In $he course of the remarks made the other day, the
President said that the price of Anchal Cards will stend at 8 cash and
that of covers at { epuckram. IL.et us see what fthe Financial Secre-
tary says on the matter. In psra 18 of his vrinbed speech we tead
‘It 1s therefore proposed to double the rates on cards sud covers from
1st Chingom 1119.” The proposal is fo doubie the raie of Anchal
charges. He has even calcalated the income {6 be got out of that en.
hancement at ag Rs, 60,000. Froie all these what ¥ say 1s, that there
is either a mis-calculation or a mis-statemens. (1’esident’s bell).

Mg. P. S. BAHORED (Quilon enm Kottarakara) s {‘mé, DY Nus
QOB BDSOM SBILJHOT A RO, A IDGPBHINGO TUIKN@IDas
MIQMID  oldgl OARIOMIG  MOISS gagoaﬁg dhig |60y, GRK
&0 ean@oal QOMII0lINcl EMEIW glado:  allwem)od pes
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'The Deputy President took the hair)

SKDASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAl (T'wivandrum) : May 1 ask the
‘member 1 the word Bajra a Sanskritword or Hindt word or any speecial
word? What does he mean by that?

'
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SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAt: Sir, on a poist of ovder,
The law is, Just by way of infroduction, that unless there is pravision
inade in the Budget under a3 partienlar head, discussion may not be
permitted on that. Juet by way of wmdrodpction Isay bsecause: $he
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orant for food grains or fcod control s nnder “Miscelianevus.. Politi-
csl”. o, if it is a Political sxpenditure, this House is net concerned
with ih. T4 will be bad to discuss 1tems of politiea! expenditure. There
is no other provision for the Food Graing Conirolling Officer and his
etgff. If thatis so, wmay 1 know whether the hJ*lﬁUTE’:‘.I}lF‘ memmber is in
order if he ruakes obgervations on tonics relating to a matfer which is
not in the Budget, a matier in the sense not in & column conbaining
votable and discussable 1tems? .

BEPUTY PRESIDENT - A vant of order has been raised - whether
during the general discussion of the Budget, matfers relating only o
Budget heads or grants could te discussed on she fioor of the House.
'The proceedings relating to the gencral discussion of the Budget will
smply show that variey of topies not reiating to buduet heads or grants
sre allowed to be discussed. Greneral questions as ¢ven the currency
problem and the volicy of the Central Government on that, are ailowed
to be discussed. Hence I sce no poini iu the point of order
ralsead. | .
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| The Assembiy adjorruned for lumeb at 2 p. Al and-uiet again ak
3 r.u. with the Deputy Presideut 1a the chaix, |
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Nig. J. E. A. PEREIRA (Corinerce and Industry, North):  Sir,
I songratalate Government and the Financial Secrstary in particular
for the presentation of the budget in such a ready manuer especmllt
$he miemorandum of the budget which contains such well covered
eatimates of receipis avd expendifure in detail of varivus development

Departnients of the State. After 4 years of most gigantiz war which |
8 known throughout the whole world we are in great struggle. We

were spending 38 lakhs of rupeesin 1116 and 80 lakhs of rupees in 1117
all doubling up to Rs. 1,76 00,000 in the brief period. 'These are dua
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4o war conditions. The expected revenne for 1118 vz 314°52 lakhs of .
rapees is & figure which have never reached in the histery of Travan-
core. 'LThe Financial Secretary says tbat *his is due to eircumstances
created by tha war and even my frind Mr. Janardana Pijlai says that
it is also due fo the fact of the development of several commercial
nndertakings. I shall point out to the members of this House that in
the year 1114 the receipis from miscellanacus, ratlway and commercial
trangport ‘of Government amounted to 28 lakhs of rupees. It hag
increased to 51 lakhs of rupees in 1118. Thisis s very clear indica-
tion of the progressive policy of Government. So I sannot accept the
Pina.cial Secretary’s statement that the increase in the revenne is
mainly created by the war. Whab I submit is that in the present time
we would pob be able to reach this level on aeciunt of war cocditions
alone. In other words we kept far-sighted wisdom side by side with the
effects of the war, In regard to nation building and development
departments the grand array of figures for the last 7 years deserves
praise. As a member represen‘ing Commerce and Industry as well as
my own individoal capacity, I must heartily welcome the announcement
of the Dewan—Presidsnt that they are going t¢ have a few more com.
mereial enterprises, such as, sulphuric acid factory, hand-made paper
ete. Weo have the busic materials for the manufacture of such acids,
I am glad that the Financial Secretary has taken enbloc the surpluses, -
The fact that we ave having a surplus of nearly one crors of rupees is
not an easy thing. The argument adduced by the Financial Secrétary
for the introduction of the 50 per cent. of i1ncome tax on agricultural
:neomes aud saper tax is that if would be a check on the fendency for
profiteering. Secondly 50 per cent. 18 not as bad as what is prevailing
in British India. |
 As regards the explanation given by the Dewan regarding the
conditions obtaining in- British India, I join with the views of Mr.
Karunakaran. The new saxation is not very burdensome, Sir, in ihe
conditions ob:aining here, - T rightly agree with the Dewan President’s
‘argument that industry should stand on 4 parallel with agricultore.
But my submission is if we are going fo nave it, there will bz inect-
dental expenses, and we must do 1t When we are having a surpius.

PRESIDENT © Order, order. 1 think i1t ought to be made clear -
that for maay montbhs, if not years, it has always been borae in.on us
vhat we are keeping our taxation on a lower level vis a vis British
Indiz. And suggestion has been made in quarters whichy cannot be
wholly ignored that thaf circumstance 1 trying to attract capital from
 ontside, and ¥hat from what roay bs called profitesrs and unsoeial
factors. That is a point which has to be borne in mind. I do not

want to be more specific than that, __ |

"MR. J. E. &. PEREIRA: The proposed ldnd-tax is an experimental
measure. 'Rhe incidence of iaxation thai s obtaining at present is a
very severe handicap. But my contention 1s that our sources of
pevenue are so elagtic and show clear indicauon of increasing that we

s
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can give up land-tax withovt resorting to any taxzation at all. T am
glad that the Dawan stated that due care will be taken in the applica.
tion of the rules. My only contention is ‘hal this could have been
done a little earlier ins‘ead of at the present iime. The cardamom
planters must be brought info lins with this, as put forward by my
friend Mr., Mackar Pillui, I think that the limut of Rs, 5.000 fized
mugt be reduced. |

I now turn ic the question of food. There is severe shortige
even after what hos been given by the Imperial Government. We all
an-teciate very much the earnest cfforts made by the Dewan-President
and the Frod Controller, who is even now in Declhi, with the happy
co-operation of the ad]mmnﬂ' State of Cochin.

In recard io the working of the rules for the dls+r1bu’c10n of focd
we all know that, by the very nsture of the suvbject, there will be
abuzes. We are gh'l that attemnts are being mude to stop abuses,

I shall now try to desl very -briefly with some other questions,
such as, s.andardisation of coir products, coastal transport and
wginerals,

Regarding the standardisation cf coir products, I am very glad to
no*e that a becard is ﬂoing to be set up in co operavicn with Cochin
and the neighbouring Pro.ince. We all koow the wonderful help
given by you to the industry when it was even at the yoint of death.
The Dewan got huge orders for coir. And the preseunt atiempt to
have standard.sation is o vroof of the ever-vigilans care of the Dewan,

I hearfily welcome the provision for securing additional electrical
energyv. 1f we are to have ex ens've industrializati m, we must 1ake
eleatricthy all over the country. T am glad to note that we ar: going
to purchase 3,00 K. W as aa addifion to the erergy from Pallivasal,
This wiil heln new induitries by providing cheap power

As regards coastal transyort, since Trasvanc.re i8 a maritime
State. ib is absylutely necessary thar we shonld have a coastal traosport
of our own. dn cowrse of tiwe ihis will prove a very big asset hli.‘m.
ing in 5 huge ravenue to the State,

Regarding winera! sands, so m nch has been said 3 ny tha Dawan
both inside the Hoose ana outside. I hap:;en to be the Indian pion:er
in $his 1cdastry add I happen t0 nossess some knowledge of it. Bud
let me state that I do not keow any.hitg technical aboub 1it, Tiiani
am, chlorimm and other things are veing extricied ous of the wineral
sands, DBut nohody fh:)ught about phosphate until the guestion of
fertiisers came into prominence. The Universi.y Research Danart.
:uent has, due to my endowment, brought out this subject. I am glad
tha: they have faken uy the question of phisphate, ‘L his will enhance
the reputa.ion of Tlavancore and all glory to the Research Depart.
mert. Our monazite contains 30 per cent. of phosnhate contents and
we will be able to produze good s ynthetic mdnures,
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Siv, regarding the extraction of titaninm from ilmenite, I think it
will be a difficult thing for the simple reason, only two people. in
America have been doing this for over a decade and more, Jv may bs
that anybody can produce tilanium from ilmenite. But the fact that
only these two people have bheen doing it unchallenged shows that
there is some secret about 15, If anybedy can find out a formula for
the extraction of tiksnium, I shall be the first to start that indnstry.

PRESIDENT : T presovme that the honourable member is aware
that one of the two men hag been charged with commerce with the
enemy. -

. MR, JE, A, PEREIRA: [ am aware of it and I Lelieve thers is
som« trnth iv that. .

I trust that the contribulion out of surplus of Rs. ons lakh to
Distress Relief Fand will stand 1 very good siead for meeting any
Crisis.

With these words, T conclnde my speach.

MR. G. VELU PILLAl (Karunagapolll cam Fortikapallt) @ Sir, the
Financial Secretary has stated in his budget speech that there has
been a progressive growth of revenue from year to year ever since you
became the Head of the Adwministration. The anticipated revenue for
1119 has reached the record figure of 55554 lakhs, Of course, such a
large ravenue is dne (v the abnornal conditions consegneni on the -
war., Ouar State iz the third in rank among the Indian States in tha
"matter of revenue, the other two bzing Hyderabad and Mysore. Sir,
if war continues for some years more-(though we wish the contiary),
I {kink our revenne :uay exveed that of Mysore and may even threaten
the Hyderabad revenue, | |

The main featuves of 1he Budges have alrzady been discussed here
by many of the honourable members and so 1 w:sh 1o speak abount one
or.two general matbers only. The total experditere for the next year
comes to aboub Rs. 823 lakhs. 1f this 18 going to be a perwransus
axomditare, 1 think we will be in a hard position after the =war.
When the war has ceased and the abnormal conditions subside there
is every likelihood that our revenue will again decrease and coue down
5y sowe where tear three crores. “In that case if our expenditure
remains gtationary, we may be ruoning into debts,

In this connection it is gra ifying that we have a Reserve Fund of
goout Re. 130 lakhs and a Revenne Neserve cfabsub Rs, 558 lakhs, My
only complaict is that this is not suflicient enough. Some hongurable
members here accused Governmect for storing for posterity. - Baé they
forget the very fact thai they themselves are diing the-same bhing, te...
gtoric g for posberity, in their own individual and private capacities,
After this abnorma!l time when we ars having surplus.of money, we are
going to0 have a time of devression aiso, The increise of mouey in
sirc2lation. is now unparsllaled iv the history of the Country, and
the depression that we are going to have will also be unparalleled i
the history of our State. ~‘ihat is what the last war bas faughi us, ang
we are justified in anticipating that hislory will repeat ifself. Sir, we
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are all aware of the Wall Street collavse, the Hoover muratorium and
the iormati.n of - Natioval Government i Hogland by Zamsay
Macdonald, to save the nound, but £nally suspending the gold standaxd.
So as & safegrard agaicst fature depression it is always safe to have
gtrong reserve fund, | |

Regard'ng tbe tax on agricultoral mcome, it ig always justifiable’
Sir, to take & portion of the sarplas from the rich and give it to the
neetty and poor. I-entirely acree with Mr. Mackar Pillai and Mr. K,
B. Narsyanan in their views There is a set of people 8ir, who are
always afraid of the word “fax” being mentioned, like Dicken’s Miss.
Bettey in David Copperfield, who ie always afraid of the word “doakey”
being mentioned.

About the food position, self-help is always the best help aud 1
doubt whether we are helping curselves as much as we cught to. The
Government’s drive for intensive and estensive nultivation of paddy
has not mwet with the desired success. The mein difficulty for int:nsive
cultivation is the difficulty of gatting manure in sufficient quantitics.
Though Goverument have opaned several manure depots ia varjous
parte of the State, there is no sufficient quantity of manuie in avy of
them. Only -bhe depots are there with the depot keepers,

Then, Sir, the cultivator should Le able to obtain good advie:
trom the Agriculiurdl Denartment abont the selection of seeds, marure,
etc.  1f good and selected seeds are used, the yield will be abont iwice
or sometimes thrice the present yield. |

About the chemical.composition of the soil also, it is better to have
good knowledge 80 that such crops for which the soil 1s best suited may
bo raised there, We were very giad o hear, Sir, your announcement
she other day about giving Rs, 1030 per month from your salary for
this parpose, namaly for the chemical 2nalysis of the soils of the
country. o | | |
More swampy areas fron: the Reserve Forests shonld be leased ou
gor cultivation, There are portions in the interior of the forests which
have not been explored till vow and one of the things that stand in fthe
way of successful cullivation there is the want of sufficient means of
communication. If communication facilities sre increased, it would
be possible to converl more swampy areas into culilvable lands.

PRESIDENT : (rder, order. 1 Lave ahout 15 or 17 honourable
members siill to speak. I hope honsurable members will therefore
exercise & cerfain amount of forbearance and speak as short as 18
absolutely necessary., 1 would like to have the views of every hondur-
able member in this House who wants to speak. |

Mr. G. VELU PILLAY: T will stop after referring to one more matter
only that 13 the population pressure in the Stade. In ten years our
populaiion bas increased by more than 10 lakhs, The sibject of
population pressure is coming o’ the forefront. Unfortunately there 18
no topic which i8 being discussed with more dogmatism, prejudice and
aven superstition than the movement. of population. The scheme of
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" communal reproséutation has. imported political fervour info the dis-
cugsion of numbers  Population and food shorfage are inter-related.
Without a vowantery check on the size of the family ail the remedies
wonld arly he templ,rarr Fe¢r the population will rise agaip to the
maximiam num}er of persons the lsnd can surport and upset the
established man-land mtm 'Ihe promoters of child welfare movemens
should defiritely adop' as ome of their princips! nbjects the spreading
of vractical knowlfdn aboit +he nse of contmce]‘*h?m and their digtri-
buhon Where child welfare rentres have been star ted, they could
easily become birth contrel clinics also. It is also good, Slr, if we can
arranrce for lectures to be broadecasted about m'ehh_ods of contraseption
snd birih control.  (President’s bell.)
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MR, C. JEBAMONMNY NADAR: 1 wiew the speech of the Financial
Jecrafary as IGLJI'GEEHﬁIIlg the true state of affairs in regard to the
fingnce of the State. e has not been OVel*F‘S‘blﬁJ&hng and has
modestly prepared the budget figures for the ensuing year, As sueh
{ regard his speech asa very frank one’.

. Regarding the revised estimate for 1118, T note with s&tmf&ctlon
that onr revenuss would actually bz much higher than what was
anticipated. Some of the new proposals in the nexf year’s budget
would 1 believe be beneficial to the State.

- Having «ald g0 much I would like o bring one or two matfers ‘so
the nofice of *his HFouse. The firsh is about transport. I am fully
~xoare of the difficulites at a fime such ag this to conduct bus servides
to satisfactorily meet the over-growing passenger ftraffic. But I feel
that immediate solution has to be found to tackle the over-crowding of
passetgers in the bus stations and their attempis to effect forcible entry

into the vehicles. .

PRESIDERT : Steps are being taken to see th&* tlckets Are lssuﬁd
15 to 20 minutes before the bus starts.

fr. JEBAMGNY NADAR : Thank you, Sir, That is all that I hwe--
to say aboub that at present. Apart from the present war situation it
ig more or less clear that passeager traffic between Trivandrom and
the South is growing day by day. 'The only solution 1 can see o cope
with this, is to extend the raiway from Trivandram to the South
whatever might ba the sources that may protest to such exfension. I do
not mean %o say  fthat it must be done just now, I would however,
desire thas the Government would now begin to take such initial steps
as may ‘be necessary so that the work may be started soon affer the
termination of the present war.

Papet currency has taken the ‘place of zold and silver coins. In
exchange - for agricultural products and yalunble commodities we could
get only currency notes. ‘The labourers nolonger receive copper coins
as their wages. At present paper money is issued by other Govern-
ments and banks snd we have fo accept them as: equlvalent to valuable

“metals. I do not know why oar Government should not issue paper
money until the present world situation improves.

I want to nrge another point for the consideration of this Honse. .
T4 is a fact that many primary schools are being closed because grants-
in-aid are refnsed fo them. I do not want to argue the point, The
ireason stated by Government is that the management is bad:and the
menager is not conducting the school properly etc. Bub if the-
' manager is bad, Government should nos neglect their duty which they
owe o the people. All that I have to say on this point is that, if a
management school ig cloged, Government should immediately Hné‘er-
tgke 1o continue the school so that the education of the puplls of the

loeality may not sulter-
I hear:ily welcome the new!y started scheme of {,oaatal tmnsport.
To me the fuature of that venture appears, bright. I hope th&t ere. long.

Travancore would pr oduce nany valiznt sailors,
VDI.KEJI No. 4. . .
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[Mr. C, Jebamony Nadar,

Now let me turn to the food problem. I regret Iam unable io
share the views of many of my honourable {riends. I view the subject
from two aspects, one that of the consamer and the other that of ihe
producer. The preducer ig invariably a villager and tiller of the soil
while the consamer lives in a town eng red in commerce, irade,
industry or banking or practises & learned pmzessmn ‘When his foed
supply is affected, he mses ihe press and public platform %o give wide
publicity and thﬁlﬂb} Canvass pubh._; opizion. That ir always whai we
regd in the papers which identify fhemseh eg with the consumers, 5o
. this ery of “‘more food” becomes so vociferous thai the glr}aﬂmﬂs of
the produced are not beard. Ii opp.zcs to :e thaiib is fcom the
stand point of consumer that ihe various rulesare framed and enforced,

Such rules must therefore be defeeiivz.

Now when 8 man who has h oarded mopoy appeals to rovern-
ment to sunply his daily bread, Guvernment may think it their duty
bo grant his nrayer. DBut it should not be forgoutten tha such a man
is one who has failed in his duty {0 himsell I mean the primary duty
of every man to find his own food. Of course the gase of the disabled,
the landless pocr and femporary settlers stands on a different footing,.
In their cases the demands sre juvst. DBut as for a rich man there ig
no justification as to why he could not have spent a small portion of
his earning in acguiring lands fit for pmductxon of food crops and
caliivate them so as to feed himgelf and his family ?

VARKALA K. MADMAVAR : What about the landless poor ?

iR, C. JEBAMONY NADAR : I have sald that their demands must be
considered. The popular imipression is that nothing is impossible with
the present Dewan. From what we have heard. and seen and from
official reports we can legitimately draw that conclusion.

PRESIDENT : But the actual facts are confravy ? (Liaughter).

MR, C. JEBARIONY NADAR; I do not think so, Sir. 'hei_;mrts of what
18 happening o poor vaancore&m who may carry one or two pakkas
of rica along the public roads in the adjacent Briiish Indian districts,
are heard by those who live on the borders of Travancore. However
heartrerding they may be we cannot complain against them.

We feel, Sir, that the Government are doing ail that they could
to provide food to every one in the Shate. We know the strenuous
efforts of the GGovernment o securs supply of rice from outside. Iiis
my firm conviction that if the present Dewan, with all his admitted
powers of persuasion has found it not possible, I am sure none else could
do it. - Liet us examine the position in the light of these facts Tra.
vancore is now left alone to solve its food problem, Now {he enemy is
in posséssion of Burma, on which we have been depending for our
food supply. The supply from that country s thuys cub off. The
position is therefore clear that we could no longer rely on any other
country for our food supply. But how do we stand at present regard-
ing our food. There are various business inserests such as commercial,
industrial and banking. Many have gone in for money crops, I
would suggest that every one of these would do well to make up their
minds to produce as much food gramms as they require from the lands
in their possesgion, That should be their endeavourin future years

alsg.
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idn. E. SUBRAMONIA AIYAR 1 So then, does the honourable member
like & re-distribution of the landed properties in Travancore ? Is thas
& possible clue ? 5 |

Be. €. JEBAMONY HWADAR: o far as I understand you, Sir, a
re-distribution regarding crops isthe present 'need. If the majority
of the people in Travauncore, bave a mind, Travancore can very essily
produce ss much food ‘grain as she requires. Of course, there might
be » small shortage which can be easily made up by suitably supple-
menting. Can we neglect a duty which we thus owe to ourselves ?
The condition of soil for paddy cultivatior in Travancore is not uns
favourable. Again, thereis the capitalist and absentee landlords. Liands
in Nanjinad are owned by a gentleman residing in Trivandrum who
may not know where his land lies and may not care as to how his
lfand 13 culfivated. They know full well that their lessees are not
interested in maintaiping the fertility of the soil and all that they aim
at i8 t0 secure a fairly good iinterest on the money which they have
invested. The point I am ab is, if there is not sufficient quantity of
grain, ab present, we oo have contributed to that sad state of affairs.
We can no longer remain so, If each and every one of us take a per-
sonal interest there is scope for increasing the oui-put, Added to
that, there is the proposal of Government for intensive cultivation.
I appreciate that move. DBut @nothker (difficulty has arisen at this
jancture. | IRV |
There is & proposal $o take away the -entire paddy from the
‘land-owners, ryots and cultivators. The Dewan-President made a
pronouncement to that effect the other day and that means the paddy
 which is the property of the cultivator, will be taken away by Govern-
ment. If that is going to happen it will hit hard the poor ryot. Culii-
vation of paddy is not like the cultivation of cther crops. If an
‘individua! plants rubber or tea, it goes on yielding for years and the
rale-is plant once and theveafter collect what it yields. But notsoin. |
the case of paddy., The cultivation of ginger requires less labour and
eare than paddy. In the:case of paddy crop, day to day attention has
. ta be devoted to it. Paddy has to be planted during every season. It
i3 & tender grass affected by climatic and 'abmospheric conditions and
liable to be atiaked by pests and diseases. Now the cost of labour has
also visen. - Equally high-is the cost of manure, There is the difficulty
of procuring cattle now-a-days. All these are real and practical diffi-
~ culties. Notwithstanding all thesc, the price of paddy is controlled
but not of the other essential commodities which the ryol requires
for his every day life. Hence, thereis & growing difficulty in the
matter of paddy cultivation. As & matter of fact, this year the costof
weeding one acre of land at Nanjinad is about Rs, 40 in certain elahs.
Taking into acecount the labour charges at 8 annas per head coupled
with the encrmons cost of manure and otber difficult conditions under
which paddy crops are raisad ‘Grovernment should have all sgmp@thy
for the alyeady hard hit paddy grower, in taking away from him what
he could legitimately claim as his own property. They should also
“consider the point whether such a procedure would not affect fulure

“cultivation and productian.
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PRESIDENT : 'The homourable members should realise now what
the Government’s ides 1s. 1t is not the desire of Government to take
‘the whole of the paddy to themselves without making suificient pro-
vision for ithe means of subsistence, seeds for cultivation, etc., on the
part of the owners. The idea is bhat instead of the owner ehelcis'ing
the discretion to give what he likes o the Government, Government
will exercise discretion and take the halance left after giving what is
necessary for the land holder, giving in arple measure beyond the
necessity for cultivation purposes, with a view to largely benefit him,
1t is not at all the inteniion of Governizent io prwcmt the man who
cultivates land from geiting the lesitiivate Iruit of that enterpride,

‘Mg. C. JEBAMONY WADAR: DBui, there is anvther side of the pic.
ture., What is it that acultivator has to pay $o Government under the
present rules—patiom asscescd during sebtlement time! I believe that
this assessment of pattomr was based ou condition existing about 80
years ago. Since then, the soll has becouie detariorated, and conditions
have changed. Bo then, most of the paddy lands will" Dot yield
even half as much asit was estimated in those days of careful cultiva.
‘t1om. There is yet anoiher aspect ta ponder over.  Cerfain lands have
been let to lessees. What ths landholder gels 1s only paitom, Is
that entive quantity to be taken oyver by Government? If so, what
will the landholder do? "Thab is & position which cannos be ignored,

Again, Sir, 1t appears to me that, the situstion regarding pa,ddy 18
‘gatting more and more difficult now-a-days, for people are not able to
purchase it as and when they like. 1In plemou:.. yeuls, private sale of
paddy was not prohibited and there was free trade and so there was
no anxiety on the part of the consumers. Now all the paddy is in the
hands of Governmsent and they alone can distribute it., What could in
“former times be gob in any village, could now be gob only in a few
localifies. NaLumlly, this adds to the leeling of want and consequently
increases the cry of demand. Iln fuiunre, Government should, as fax
_us possible, stock paddy in as many wlla,geb as possible &nd try fo

_obviate the difficulty of * purchasing. This is yet & vital matﬁel affec-
* “ting the ordinary people...... (President’s bell). -

M. K. G, GOVINDAN (Paftenamiitta):  Sir, I congratulate the
ki) inancial Secretary for having pluffblﬂd s surplus Budget for the nexzs
~year. I also corgratulate him for the brevity and clarity of his speech
“in introducing the Budget. Many honourable members have spoken
~ on ‘the sub]ec‘b and have offered nsefnl suggestions. I shall advert only
to one aspect of the budget, the burning question of the day, and in
view of the obseryation of the President that there are many speakers
ye} 10 pariicipate.in the discussion, I-shall nos advert to other aspects.
- I refer to the mwdlouﬂ distinction shown in the matter of rationing of
. rice tg the- servants of the Government. A Government servant and
the adult members jof his household get 4t the rate of cne nazhiof .
rice pet head per diem, whereas, a non-Government servant gets only
1 Bidangali of rige pey head per month. There is thus an eno'rmous
- disparity, This rationing of rice, I subﬁm, 13 Ioahed upml by the
- general public with greas resentment.
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1f it were a raliway company or _soina other incerporaied company
«ho are solicitous of the welfare of their employees 1 could have well
understood the position. The position of the Government is not like
that of an incorporated company. I submif, Sir, that Government has.
no right, no justification, especially in times as this, 0 make provision
only for 1ts servants. Kvery non-servan$ of Government, every subjeck
of His Highness the Maharaja, especially in times like this, has got
the right to be provided for, like any servant of the Government, "1 go
a-sbep further, every non-gervant of the Gavernment who is the pro-
ducer of food grains has got more right to be provided for, than the
gervant of the Government. | -

Sirs if the Government wants so make provision for itse employees
a8 1 think they legitiraately should, I skould suggest one course. We
" have gob a very great surplus f6r the next year. Let a good portion
of the surplus be diverfed tcwards war allowance to-the employees of
(Government, 1 have no quarrel. Many persons in the country will
not have uny Serious quarret over that.

Bub L submit, for Heaven's sake, stop this invidious distinction.
Sir, I submit, this distinction will ¢reate unrest in the couniry; it will
lead to food riois in the couniry; i1t is dangerous to the country; it is
calamitous to thc country; it 18 rainous to the camntry. This ¢ourse
will be dangerous to the servants of Government: i$ will ba caiamitons
to us andiit wiil be ruinous t¢'both. Therefore, Sir, for the safety of the
servants of Government and for our own safety let there be an equal
distribution of rice to all persons of the counfry,

- Liet us live together ; let us starve together and if necessary, let
us die togebtiers -
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Mg. D. C. JOSEPH (Noitnaited) : Sir, the year 1119 i3 prosperous
under difficult circumstances and a period of distress and anxiety. In
the midst of worries and anxieties around, thers is peace, prosperity
and contentment in the country. I must extend my hearty congra-
talations to Mr, Lakshminavayana Iyer, theicustodian of the exche-
quer of 'Uravancore for a prosperous budget. After a close study of the
local conditions he has provided sufficient funds for all utility
departments; But Vanchi's mighty mouar:h’s magnanimity and muni-
ficence ave manifest in all the creditabls achievementsof the State
bacatise I cav may without the least fear of contradiction that Travan-
core brain 18 mightier thsn any of the British Indian brains. The
Temple Hntry Proclamation was earried out by one stroke of the pen—
2 marvellous reform. Travancore brain is brighter foday. Attempts
considered impracticable in British India is achieved in the 1119 budget.
[n spite of the relentiess atiitude of the merchant, inspite of the hard-
heartedness of ths agriculturists, and inspite of the treachery of the
hoarder and the profitecer the Government is controlling the present
situation quite safisfaciorilv. Sir, I must say that this 13 a consoling
feature of the present administration. When there was trouble the
Government was able to coptrol it. Sir, T say that this 13 a consol-
ing feature because in the Council Chamber the electric fans ave
intact, our children ave not being driven to hecome orphaus, our girls
ave not compelled to attein premature widowhood and our hospitals are
not filled with the wounded or injured in the Dbatble fields. Itia all
because there is A.R.P. in Travancore. Xe is Anandapadmanabss’
Reseyvoir of Protection. livacneesirom Burma, Java and other coun-
iries enber our State iin large numbers and they;ara rendered all
posgible halp. |

I may now deal with sne or two important Departments, Of
these the most impovtant is the Flectrical Depavtmens. The head of
the Adminiatration was good ennugh to provide Bs. 24 lakhs for thw
Department so that new indusiries may come inbo existénce which will
help to solye the futire problem of the sountcy. -

- Then & come (o ths Public Health Department. Though
Dr. Tirumurthy 18 niot the head of any Depavbment, as one regponeible
for shaping the future programme of these Departments, 1 hope he
will do everything in his power to improve the condition of the Bidha
Vaidyans who nnraber about 17000 and who cater to the needs of about
10 lakhs of Tamilians in South Lvavancore. I amiglad & Tamlian 18
the head of the Medical Department. As such these Vaidyans are
sure t0 geb better treatment at the hands of the Government. -

Then a word with regard Yo irrigation. Trrigation vequires pro-
net attention at this time. - We want more food: YWe want to live in
Travancore. As such the Irrigation Department has 1o be well
attended to. Water distribution is left entirely in the hands of 1rres-
pousible, inefficiant and ‘corrapt maistries. Se great deal of complaints
come from the agrienlturists and paddy cultivation suffers very much.
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1t must be remembered that a better type of mastries should bs -
mppomted to control the water distribution system in the wvarious
chgnnels in South Travancore. And also you should see that irregular
conversion of hundreds of acres of land in the Milapara channel aye fad
ag well. - They must be brought uuder proper irrigation control.

With regard to the Sanitary Department it 1s doing very satig-
factory work and vrovision must be made tu cone with ’fhe 1ncressed

number of epldamms which are prevailing in the State.

T want to speak on one more puint,  That 18 with regard to iood
supply. With legmd to Nanjinad Government fried its level best.
But in spite of this the peotle did noi co- operate but went in for
black market to escape the vestrictions imnosed on the transport of
paddy from one place to ano$her. Grovernment should take stringent
measures for preventing corruption and even for hoarding, Why

should we suffer when there is plenty ? Government must cone to
our rescue. Whila public men do not realise the situation it is the
duty of the Government o trmsport paddy from one parf of the coun-
try tc: another, When Nanjinad is hoarding why should Parur starve ?

S0 Government ahonld anforce striet contrnl over the distribution of

paddy equally and fairiy.

I am glad to menfion that His Highness the M&hm&q& g8 Govern-
ment is going to take all agricultnural erop from .the nexf, year, Well
Tra?&ncom haﬂ taken the lead. Travancore has heen known for its lead
in several mattsrs. Adminisiration i3 being made brighter by the
borrowed intellect from British lndia but it has become naturalised. I
must sav that naturalised brain is now our own the head of the
Administration, His wonderful work is oi greab repubation because he
has introduced a new agricultural crop tax which Indian Government
could not do up to the present momeunt.
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Mi. €. 8. SEBASTIAN : Sir, before eataring into a daiscussion of che
Budget, let me in the fixst place eongraiulate the Financial Secretary
on the very desterous way in which he has presented the budget for
the year 1119, Of course, he has presented a sarpius budget, and the
sarplus he has shown 1s she colossal figuye of Re. 5105 lakhs.  While
{ offer him iny congratulations, [ am sorry to say that. in the bouquet
tshat 1 am offering him there may be a few thorns toc ag well as many
flowers. Juadged by the currani vear’s experience, when we vut 8u-84
lekbs surplus, where we expected only 509 lakhs, 1 arn luclined to
believe that mnext year our surplus may gu very naich over a erore of
rapees. | | | s |
~ When I was listcning to the speeches of the Fivancial Secretary
and the other hononrable members of this House, I was reminded of
" the famous dictum of Burke, that “it 18 dificulf to tax and please as it
ig to love and be wise.” My lhevourable friend, Mu: G. Velu Pillai,
referred o0 a character in Dickers who never liked to hear the wrid
“‘donkey,’ and said that iikewise there are certain persons who never
like to hear the word “tax.” Bui for my part, L musi say that 1 am
not very much enamoured of this ‘new donkey’’ of a fresh taxation.

I have not much complaint againgh the Financial Secretary for his
proposal to levy a surcharge of 507, on the rates i income tax and au -
enhanced assessment on Company profits. - but I cannof endoise his
views' in vegard -to she taxation of sgricultural incomes. I fail tg
nnderstand him when he ssys ihat the tax is not intended to be
a barden on taxpayexr as the proposed rates are only about % of the basic
rates of income tax. | | o

The object of Government in regard to this new scheme of taxa-
tion seems tn be ‘twofold, Arstly, to check inflation and secondly to
provide a fund for post-war reconstruction schemes. I-fully join with
Mr. S. Krishna Iyer in the view.that inflation i1s uot dus to the surplus
of agricultural incomes. We in Travancore are nobt responsible for
inflasion. -Inflation is due to the printing of inpumerable currency
notes' by the Government of India and the Reserve Bavk without find-
ing the neceasary bullion resexves. Especislly when prices of varicus
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gomicodities are ander control in ‘Yravancore, there 18 nc acope for

inflation due o agricultural incomes, and 1 do not find any reason why

such income shogld be taxed. .

With regard to the Yost-war Reconstracticn Schewe, I do not
agree With the Finangial Secretary that we mu-t prescrve a huge sur-
plus fand for post-war affairs. There are present day immediate pro-
blems o be solved. 'Then how could you reserve afl this surplus for
she post war aifairs of an uncertain date in the future. 1 do share the
views of the Irishman, who remarked “what has posterity done for me
that I should sturve today and provide for posteriy.”

PRESIDENT ¢ Afast of us do $hat for our children.

Mr. K. S. SEBASTIAN: Bui, Sir, sometimes our children becowme
quite augraveful towards us. _ -

If we are to starve and koard for po<ierity, my question 15 where
will our prosperity be, and where will be that post-war prospernity.

My arst objection {o the new tuxation 1s that it would entail 3
double taxailon on the land-owning «classes, The agriculburist iy
already paying a {ax on land., In addition’to that, he is paying several
indirect taxes in the shape of expart duties. The linaneial secretary in
pare 5 of his speech says “‘war time condisions due to lugh prices of ony
" commercial crops are reflected in the increase of Rs. 10:09 lakhs under
castoms, Juet me wnsk the Financial Secretary, where does this huoge
sunm of ten and ndd lakhs come from, except from the pockets of the
agriculturigis. |

My second ubjection to this measure is that it would complicate
matters on accoun? of ihe ;oint family system existing in our State and
that it may appear revolting to the sentiments and traditions of our
people. - It 18 really a-mu.ter for surprise wny the Financial Becratary
has ewburked upon this revelutionary measure ic the fiseal poliey of
the State. 1 would have been the first person to support him, if
this measure was ever tried and found to be a success in any parb of
India or ic any other port of the world. ~ 1

The administrative difficulties in regard to the collection of the
tax are manifcld.  In the first place, iv would ngt be easy to 2ssess the
agricultural incomes of our people; ouly very few families have ever
been in the habit of keeping correet accounts. I do not koow what
administrative machinery could be devised for the proper collection of
this revenua., My fear iz that the executive will be armed with arbit-
rary and ingnisitorial powers. | o |

Again, I do not agree with Mr. K. C. Karunakaran’s view ' that
this measure would gheckmate the tendency towards fragmentation of
agrienttural heldings.  On the contrary, this wonld only augment
fragmentation- |

I would therefore guggest vhat this measure should be keptin
aheyance for the present, and until we go through the opinion of the
proposed Bmquizy Commitiee on this sabject, we muaé not pus it inte



GEMBRAL DISCURSION of THE BUDGEY. 211

:varking. I would also suggest the total abolition of land fa4x and thepy
regort to this sort of taxation. Liet there be a uniform system of taxa.
tion of all incomaes, whether agriculbural or otherwise, Ia this cap-
nection, I should make an important suggestion to Governrient that
they should coucentrate 1nore attenion on incorne tax as it is available
today. When I went through the vevenue and expeunditare eolumng
of the budget, I found that though the incowe tax revenue is going up
by leaps and bounds every year ,eXpenditure of this department, to my
great surprise, & going down step by step. The expenditure for 1117
and 1118 is only about 17 per cent of the income, and for 1119 the
gstimated expenditure i8 about 5 per cent of the revenue. My sub-
mission therefore is that the present ivachinery is not sufficient to lavy
the tax fully. The Income Tax Depariinent ought to be reorganised,
and the officers must make it a poins to make surprise visits to cartain
localities where they suspect merchants and business men who hide
their incomes by writing {slse and fictiilous accounts. I would suggest
tha immediate establishment of a C.L.D. to find ou! and bring to book

such cunning persons.

Then, Sir, I now twimn to the wost Important problem of the day
y;2, the food problem. I am fully aware of the anxious care that Govy-
ecnment have been taking for *he dolufion of this problem, T could not
simply find fault with Government. It would be sheer ingratitude if T
do so. DBut, yet, I must say that Government have not. done all that
it should have done. The Dewan President stated in his speech that
Great Britain produced at the commencement of the war onlv one
foarth of her food-stuffs and that today she is producing three fourths
of the samme. I regret to say that Travancore bas rot progressed in
this direction. The difficulty is with regard to the utilisation of omr
natural resources. The Agricuitural Deparbment has not been tgking .
- proper-interest in the malter. Wor example, goinz throug ihe Admini-
nisteation Bepork of thal Departpient for -the year 117, T {ind that
Ke. 30,000 was sllotted for the supply of manures to agricnlturists;
but the amount that was actually spent for thiz purpose throughont
that year was only Re. 2786 ; and this is all the amount that has been
1pply of menures in the 15 depots establishied 1 diffor-

spent for khe wu

~ ent places. N | |
Mz, €. E. PANDARATHIL ({'ravancore Jenmis-Sorithy - Bir, [ reguesy
that I may be permitted to speak iu Malayalam. |
PRESIDENT : You may speak in any language vou like provided

the House understands you. . -
MRr. E. E. PANDARATHIL: aud, woipoaualmianmice emoues
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Asmualmm |oden oo axmio)asom emand @cﬁls&s aﬁommmaaﬂgma@
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RAJYASEVAPRAVINA 8. PARAMESWARAN PILLAl: Sir, I may be per-
mitted at the outset, gratelully to acknowledge the very helpfu! and
nseful suggestions that have been made by $he honourable members of
thig House during the general debate on the budget. Having regard
to the ratural limitations of {ime at my disposal, I desire merely to
touch npon on: or two of the salient points which require ex-lanation
on bebalf of Government. Sir, I would first deal with the guestion of
food supplies, both in relatfon to the purchase of foodgrains and the
distribution of paddy and rice within the Staie. The general situation
with regard to the supply of food-stuffs has already béen clarified by
you, 3ir, on more than. one occasion even during the course of this
debate. I may assurs the honourable members of this House $that
'there is no guestion which 1s more -constantly in the minds of the
Sovercign and the Head of the Administration than this fundamental
problem of relieving the distress on account of the acute shortage of
food-stuffs. The presence of the Head of the .\dininistration at the
‘recent conference held in New Deihi early this month, has been, if I
. may be permitted to say so, of incziimapio value in shaping the nolicy
of the Ceniral Covernment in regard to- matters of 3 fundamental
character. In fact, if the position so strongly and sfrenuously cont-
ended for by him at Delhi had not been, accepted, the results would
have been disastrous to the intevests of this part of Indis. If hag been
sgggested, in the coures oftan impassionea speech, by one honourable
member that we might take over the entire production of paddy avail-
able within the State. Dissent has also bevn expressed by another
honourable member coming from the richest rice producing area in the

tate, in regard to that poliey. DBui I ~desire to place before the
hononrable members, certain facts and figures which may be regarded
as the background for all future discussions. The total production of
paddy within the State bas already been sinted to be sufficient to meet
s little over 40 or 41 .per cen®t of our requirements. Now, I wounld
nlace these figures in terms of lakha of paras, for the purpose of easy
understanding. It has been esbimated that there would be & produc.
tion of 1,000 lbs. of clean rice from ore acrc of paddy land. On -that
estimabe, we have got here ncarly 400 lakhs of paras out of the total
extent of lan: dnder paddy cultivafion. I have estimated consumption
per'head of populstion a¥ the lowest amimum rate of 1 nazhi of rzics
per head, On that basis, we require nearly 1,000 lakhs of paras of
paddy including what may be regarded as unforeseen demands, It
works out a$ nearly 84 lakbs of paras of paddy per mensem. There-
fore, the consumption ab the rate of 1 nazhi of rice -per head requires
84 lakhs of paras of paddy per mensem. We have been able to
purchase or acquire, nearly 40 lakhs of paras of puddy during the last
harvest. In other words, the House can well realise now what stock
shonid be at the disposal of Govérnment for distribution, . order to
sasisfy this pinimum requirement: of 1 nazhi of rice. The present.
stock acquired is insufficient even tor half & month. If the tofal stock
purchased hitherto were to be distributed among the entire population,
the quobs per head of population per diem cannot exceed 1/25 of a
Nazhi of rice. If the total produciion of 400 lakhs were t0 be evenly
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distributed each individual cannot ges more than 2/5 of a Nazhi of
rice. I desire o impress upon the House these figures in order tc
‘dispel the impression that Government have taken over large stocks of
paddy and if only they were evenly distributed that should meet at
least 40 per cent of the requirements. I other words the stock
acquired éomes to more than one month at the rate of half a nazhi
The quantity acquired from here is no doubt supplemented by the rice
which fortunately has been obiained for wus through the strenmous
efforts of the Dewan at these conferences referred to by me. But the
guantities which we receive frem cutside are naturally very limited and
of an uncertain characber. Taking all thece inte consideration, 1§ ig
clear that, unless we set aboud to acquire the maximum quantity of
local paddy which 1s svailable in the land, 1t Is ot possible even fo give
2/5 nazhi . of rice per head of popuiation, Hence the importance
which Government attribhnute to the question of purchase of local paddy.
And hence, the appeal for assistance and co-operafion which the
Government have all along been asking for from the honyurable mem-
hers of this House in that. divecticn. .

I may, in this connection, explain briefly the plan of action in the
- immediate futare. It has been stated, on the floor of this House on
more than one occasion, that it is dangerous fo invest the low-paid
proverthicar with any sort ef discretion in fixing fthe minimum quota
for purchase. The Government appreciate the force of that contention
and the recent proceedings of Government which have been already
- placed before the honourable members eliminate the exercise of such

direction. - | .,
MR. THAMARAPALLIL KOCHUTHOMBEN: . aud. govlssomes emgy

Reaitd oo ofSemisd ailom maid agonoas 04
o@D ? , S -
 RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAWMESWARAN PILLAI: omg) agased

o) 5 B8 *@Ofyagdﬂ MO@@@J.,_@@ES% ug)gmeab Gal0dh(iD a.l
WO alltwsldholsesisn SaIQMME .

Sir, according to the present scheme, the ides 18 that the provers
dhicar’s discresion will be completely eliminated, so far as the minimum
quota i3 concerned, and instead, certain atcertained figures given in the
Settlement Register which has clagsified lands according o particular
tharamns or guality, will be vegarded as the criterion. In fixing that
rettlement patton:, [ want the honourable members kindiy to recall fo
their minds the calculations adopted by the Settlement Officers of those
times, particularly by the late Mr. Sankarasubba Aiyar, who became
later the Dewan of Travancore. The gross yisld of a second class land

has been estimated at 17 paras of paddy per para,

a
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MR. THAMARAPALLIL KOCHUTHOMMER : oud, mdegleom e2sa0
quo Q. B 300~ @fﬁim @5%5._4@0@7 Qﬁtﬁﬁ@’@:}}ggagﬂomq mr]ﬁlmia
amagast @OEato MW lailges .  @0QId I S2IYEMOAMD
AOITINOCD DHISR 90, |

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA 6. PARAMESWARAN PILLA: I would request
the honourable member kindly to listen to me. T will answer all his
questions before 1 sit down., S

Assuming 17 paras to be the gross yield, 2 paras will be. sat apart
for seed and cultivation expenses, and one third of the balance goes to

the cultivator’s share. , |
Mg. E. SUBRMJIONIA IYER (Nowinated): 1Isit for one crop or two

crops 2 .
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G, PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: Itisfor a single
crop, the rate for the second crop being one half of this.

Out of the balance, one-third goses to the culiivator and from the
remaining two-third, 3/5th to Governmeni and the remaining 2/5th to
the land owner. Thus out of 17 paras, 6 paras form the settlement
pattom. That is in regard o the class of lands described as “second
clasg”. There is a higher proportion with regard to the 1st class lands.
But the bulk of the lands are below the second class. - In those .cases
too the deductions are on s uniform basis, with the result that the
Settlement Pattom will amount only to 1/4th of the gross yield, 'In
fach, out of 410 lakhs of paras of paddy, the settlement patfom does
no} exceed 103 lakhs of paras or about 25 per cent of the gross yield,
The aim of Government is to take that as the basis for acquisition of
the minimum quota. It may be that after the settlement, as hag been

nggesbed by some of the honourable members, lands may have become
511 ed up or converted into garden lands or converted into paddy lands.
In all these exceptional cases the revenue officials entrusted with the
duty of purchase will take suifable action and make the necessary:
adjustments in favour of the land-ownet or the culfivator.

SADASYATILAKA T. K. VELU PILLAI: Is it not a fact that durmg
" the time of Hettlement the standard was arbitarrily adopted ? “Under
Dection 16 of that Proclamation, the rice lands of the country were 1o
- be carefully examined and classified with reference fo soil, situation,
- productiveness, proximity to market and other considerations. These
- processes and calculstions were in practice subordinated to the consid.
~sration of bringing about ss close an agreement as possible between
the munkaram end the settlement tax”. Then there is another 'sent-
ence. - I am reading from page 64 of the Revenue Settlement Report

of Travancore. “No data were collected for the divisionm of the rice: -

lands info blocks in the different taluks and villages, and no"table -of :
rates was separabely worked out: but the scale .of rates- framed in
reference to the regults of the tests which were conducted in the..
villages of Palkulangara and Kadakampally in the Trivandrum taluk:
. taken up for experimental. opemtwns and regarding the- a;pphcatmn of -

vﬂl' KXHF an

L |
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which to the rice lands of the whole conntry as recommended by the
then Division Peishkar, Government entertained doubts, was applied
without any modification to all the otker villages both in that taluk
and elsewhere.” 1In the face of thiz authoritative stafement 1n the

‘Bettlement Repork, does it not mean that no proper inveshigation wag
made during the time of Settlement ?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G, PARAMESWARAN PILLAL: I am aware of that.
My contention is that we have t0 procead on some reliable or well-accep-
ted basis ag nearly as possible and the present basis has been accepted
8. reasonable by the members who served on the Food Advisory Com-
mittee. ' * |

As Ihave already stated, the idea of Government is to proceed on the
basis of the Settlement patiom subject io suitable modifications where
the cultivation mighs have been affected by abnormal westher conditions
such as rains and floods or drought and similar facbors.

do far as the prirchase of excess sfock 1s concerned, provision {8
made for acquisition of all stock in excess of the normal requirements of
the land-lord for bonafide domestic consumption, cost of cultivation,
seed and similar tbems. | -

I shall now proceed ta consider the question of distribution, Even
if we take all the stock from here, unless we get suabstantial reinforce-
ments from outside the State, it will be imapossible for us to make any
gort of attempt at State-wide rationing on the basis of even One nazhi
or half & nazhi per head of populstion, |

~ In this connection, I would 1nvite the attention of the Houseto the
circumstance that when returns were called for,whieh were prepared
with the assistance of non-official Commitiees in various #aluks, we
found that 534 lakhs of the population depended entirely on Governs
- ment supply. That shows therefore that even with 400 Iakhs of paras of -
paddy for the 53% lakhs of people we cannot give more than 2{5th of a
nazhi of rice aut of the entire local production.  Why do I refer to this
parkicular aspeet of the question? It has been suggested by sowe
honourable memkers, ‘““why not take all the rice and introduce a system
of rationing throughout the Siafte ?’ Apart from the administrative.
difficulties that might have to be encountered by“Government in regard
to the introduction of a Btate.wide rationing on a per capifa - basis, a
State-wide rationing, if it should be of any practical utility, should be
based on & substantial stock from outside the State and unless this is
gssured we shall be 1n great difficulbies. Ifis, however, exfremely
. important that all attermpts should be made to see that no one, person
geis anything in excess of what is given to another except in the case of
the egsential services about which Lshall have to say & few words.

I may mention that Government propose to introduce a revised
system of strict rationing within the City of Trivandrum wheih has gob
g population in excess of any other unif in Travancore, A trial of that
sort would probably help Government o extend the scheme to-other
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y -
areas a8 well, Tomorrow an enumeration is being conducted through-
oud the City by nearly 500 employees in the various offices who would
o round the City and take an actual census of the households which
require Governmen® controlled paddy -or rice, After ascertaining the
asctual requirements of the City, we shall have to determine the guantity
which can be made available to them. After knowing the result of
this experiment the question will' seriously be taken into consideration
as to the extent this programme can be applied inthe Municipal -areas
and in regions known as distressad areas such asthe coastal ragions.

- It has been suggested that there is some disparity in the matter of
distribution of rice so far as Government scrvants are concerned. I6
will be realised that the work of making available the fggod supply, the
collaction of paddy, its transport and distribution are undertaken by
Government departments. The Kssential Services of Government func-
tion $0 presarve the society and puablic interests demand that, These
esgential services should fanction in an efficient manner. T'he Govern-
ment have a duty to supply the minimnum possible acale to these groups
of officers. But others are not igunored as will be seen from the follow-
ing ligt. The Armythe Police, other Government departments, the
Post and  Telegraph, hospitals, dispensaries, boarding houses, lodges,
hostels, hotels, the Ceuntral Prison, the P. W. Workshkops, the factories
engaged in war work, the War Technical Traimees, the soldiers on
leave wnd families of soldiers, contractors who work in the forest areas,
the cooly labour which work under the P. W. D. for the maintenance
of roads and bridges, hostels attached to private colleges, pensioners and
certain jenmis to whom Jenmibhogan: is due.

MR. K. P. KOCHUKORA THARAKAN aud, goailosaior’ moaay)
SOMAIEE  BAIBSS - (VIO amgﬂ“ AMINPAIMDIDE (Ra2io GDRISR
80a20d BHOPAR MO AR EENEO2

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA 6. PARAMESWARAN PILLA}:  Care is being taken
to eliminate those people who own paddy lands and who have got stock
Of Pﬂ:ddyn A . . | | '

In this connection, I have to make an appeal fc the honourable
members of the House. The quantity of ‘rice at our disposal is
extremely limited and the importance of using bajra has necessarily to -
be stressed, It was rather unfortunate to find bajra was being associa-
ted with cholera. Asg a matber of fact, bajra isnot only the rick man’s
food but it will suit the poor people as well. That is being consumed
on the East coast essentially and lavgely by the labour population.

MR, M. L. JANARDANA PILLAl: Why not wheat be given?
RAJYASEVAPRAVIMA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: Luckily, we have

got & promise from the Central Government with regard to the supply
of wheat and certainly Government will sake that opportunity and’
would give wheat to those who can afford and would like to have wheat

M. M. #. NARAYANA PILLAL - Sir, I would like to ask 4 simple
questions to the Chief Secretary. -
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FRESIDENT " Of eourse the honourable mewmber can ask the ques-

%iops. - But whether those questions will bc answered or not will
| _jflepend upon the tirhe at the disposal of the Chief Secretary.

MR, M. B NARAYANA PILLAI: * Does not the 53% lakhs of people re.
farled to by the Chief Secr cfary as requiring rice mclude some lakhs of
_bables not eating any rice?

-RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMEZSWARAN PILLAI: No, Sir. We der
ducb 15 per cent leIIl the total, We calculate hall ration for each
Qn- -adult.

~ PRESIDENT: That was one of the questions that were put to me
while at Delhi, We had taken all these calculations beforehand.

Mg, M. R.'NARAYANA PILLAL: Isit not true that 43 par cent of o
requirements is produced here, and that, before the Government’s inten-
sive food production drive started? ,

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PAHAHES\NARAN PILLAI: According to our

‘caloulations, to be exact, it is 410 lakhs of pavas -and I estimatbed the
requirements at one nazhi per head.

~ MR. M. R, NARAYANA PILLAI :  Will the Government be pleaged to
state whether bajra can be got down converted into Hour?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PAR AMESWARAN PILLAI:  Bajra is coming
nof ouly as bajra but as flour also. A

BIR. E, SUBRAMOCNIA AIYAR: May I know Whether bajra 18- wore
costly than rice? 1

RAJYASEUAPRMINR G, PARAMESWARARN PILLM - Yes; to sbme extent

when compared to certain class of rice. Buat it should not. baeaten in
the same quanmty as rice..

Then I have only one word tosubmibt in regard fo &gllcultuml
income tax. It was staied here that the average agriculturist was

. being overburdened. The munimum himif of taxabion that has been
ﬁxed it only Rs. 5,000/,

Mr. E. SUBRAMONIA AIYAR: Should not everyboci’y make thai cone
‘tribution? - -

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G, PARAMESWARAN PILLA!l: There are only 500
cages approximately where the net income has been cstimated to exceed
thls limit.

s, N. NARAYANA KURUP (Ammlapu,eka cum bkermizra) May I
know whether the Government still holds that about 43% of addy
necessary for our consumption will be produced in our Biate?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G, PARAMESWARAN PILLAL: T have stated the
estimated figures of prodaction. |

- Mr.N. MARAYANA KURUP:  ILiay I koow -whether the staternant is
- gorrect. | N |
RAJYASEVAPRAVINA 6. PARAMESWARAN PILLATL; * I can’t say more.
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Mz, A. LEKSHMINARAYANA AYYAR: Sir, T thank the Honourable
Members for the kind reception given to my speech portraying the
financial prospects for the current year and the next. From a financial
point of view, the diseussion has centred on the following five importans
aspects =— | " )

'~ 1' Why should there be extra taxation when large surpluses
are expected in the current year and the next? Why
cannot the surpluses be utilised for immediate require-

| ments? The reserve funds to be properly invested.

2, Expenditure is also growing, keeping pacc with revenue,
and it may be difficult to meet the increase when the
revenue goes down to the normal level.

3, Ezemption of the saalaried Government “servanis from
income-tax.

4. The increase in Anehal rates i1s not necessary.

5. Mora grant {0 be provided for P. W. D.*

I shall deal with the points one by cne.

ARDITIONAL TAXATION,

It has already been explained succinctly and clearly by the Dewan-
President in the siatement on the opening day and also in the prefatory
remarks of yesterday that the ta%es are intended only as antieinflation-
ary measures and that the tax on agricultural incomes is provisional
subject to full exploration. In the nature of things, it will not be possi-
~ble, even if it were desirable, to budget in Travancore, on the basis of
normal taxation and normal expenditure when zli aver India (and also
all over the world) they are adopting drasfic taxation progremmes as
an anti-inflgtionary step. I have neihing more to add fin that respect
“but I shall say afew words of explanation in respect of the arguments
of the Honourahle Members about the taxation. The Honourable the
Deputy-President has quoted from the Indian Taxation Enquiry Com-
mitéee Report that all Income-taX on agricultural incomes was
considered by them in 1926 to be inopportune and undesirable, In the
nexi page of the same report the Commitiee have said about the large
land-holder on these lines: | | SRR

“ Except in individual cases, the burden of the largest land-
holder is comparatively light. He pays a fair share of
the customs duties on luxaries as well a8 court fees, buf
pays no income-tax and nothing in the shape of estate

- duty except in certain ceses in Bengal.  The possible

a means of increasing the contribution from this class wounld
~ he by the imposition of ar income-iax on agricultural
‘incomes or something in the shapeof 2 general probate
| or inheritance duly.
- ,. S .
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‘T'he Committee have therefore envisaged the possibility of an agri-
cultural income-tax being levied from the large land-holder and the fact.
that tax on agricultural income is included in the seventh schedule to
the Government of India Act 1935 under Provincial Liegislative -list
shows that the recommendations of the Committee have received
favourable consideration elaewhere. 'The argumenf that the $axation
will drive capital outgide from horder taluks and that there will be frag-
mentation of holdings do not appear to be matters requiring very sgrious
consideration; as there is always the possibility of the tax being levied
in the adjacent province also, and as fragmentations of land by land-
holders with incormes of Rs. 5.000-and over can in the nature of things

be very fow. |

The hongurable dr. Krishna Iyer is of opinion that if money is
withdrawn from circalation here by taxation, there can be no deflation
although it may be so in British India. Here, the money so withdrawn
has to be fanded and will naturally be invested suitably 8o that it can-
not come back again into circulation. He'also feels a doubt as to what
will be the economic reconstruction in Travancore. After demaobilisa-
tion there will be an influx into the State of those who have gone on
“war employment elsewhere and also of a large number of ¥rained tech-
nicians., Then, there will be an acute unemployment problem with
keen competition, and distress of agriculturisiz owing to low prices.
Industrialisation on & large scale -will be necessary %o provide employ-
ment and to increasa the average income of the people who are gene-
rally poor. This will mean capital and Government will not beable to
vaise capital by loans at cheap rates of interest then, when their revenue
position will not be very sérong. To meet this contingency this fund-
ing has been proposed. The honourabls member, My. Sivathanu Pillai -
and the honourable member My, Sebastian enquire why these funds
should be left to posterity and not utilisad for immediate requirements
to relieve the food situation, There appears to be no question of post-
ertfy in this matter as this war on a gigantic scale cannot last for quar-
- %&r of a century, to think of posterity. Thae sufferers may be ourselves
after a fow years. Government are not, however, unmindfnl of the
present. If need be, Government will not hesitate, as already stated by
the Dewan-President o spend up $o fifty lakhs or even more, if the poor
people will not be able to meet the cost of the imported rice even at
cost price. The honourable'inember Mr. Tolson has raised the ques-
. t1on as o the method of taxation of the agriculiural income-tax on Tez
Companies and Rubber Companies. The details will be available in the
legislation to be enacted. Itmay be on the following basis: |

The Tea Companies are now subject to the ordinary incore-tas
up to 258 per cent of their income. The remaining 75 per cent alone
will be subject to the agricultural income-tax, In computing the total
1ncome for the purpose of this tax the export duty on ¥ea and rubber
wild be eXcluded. |
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INCREASE IN BXPENDITURSE,

The honourable Deputy-President, the honourable Mr, Narayana
Kurup, the honoursble Mr. Bivarama Pillai and the honourable
nMr. . Velu Pillai bave raised the 'question of increased expendifure,
The war situation is.not all on the favourable side bringing in only ad-
ditional revenue and there is elso extrs expenditure on acecount of the
war, After the war, when the exira revenue disappears, the necessity
for incurring exira expenditure will also ceagse. Ascompared wifh the
~ expenditure in 1117 which was practicaily normal, we have provided in

1119 an additional sam of Rs, 15 lakhs for dearness allowance for low-
paid Government servants, When we have bto colleet more revenue
sunch as under ‘ Excise’ and °‘Horest’ we Dhave alscto some extent
incar additional expenditure. This accounts for an increase of about
Rs. &% lakhs. There is an addifional expenditure of Rs. 2 lakhs undey
‘Police’ and Rs, 3 lakhs under ‘Army’ due $o present conditions. The
total expenditure in 1119 excluding the adjustment of Ras. 9 lgkhs
gnder ‘P. W. D.” which also appears under the revenve side is ahout
Rs. 319 lakhs (2. e.) 43 lakhs more than in 1117. I have now explained
that an 1ncrease of abou$ Rs. 32 lakhs ison azzoant of war $ime condi-
tions and will not occur in' normsal iimes. Under ‘P. W. D." also
there is an increase of about Rs. 4 lakhs in the next year on account of
high prices excluding the adjustuient of Rs. 9 lakhs reforred to by me.
I may agsure the Honourable Members, that the allotment under
‘P. W.D.’ is not stinted. Governmentare alive to the need of keep-
ing down the cost of administration as low a8 nDossible and along with
the quegtion of revision of salaries the reduction of superfluous staff
will algso be consideted. “

The honourable Deputy-President has raised the question that
salaried Government servants should be exempied from the sur-charge
on income-tax as they are already hard hit. Government have their.
- gympathies with the officers and will try their best fo allsviate the hard-

ship but they cannot allow any exemption of tax in respect of particular
 classes of assessees, |

The small increass in Anchal rates has been made only to0 meet the
increased cost of paper and manufacturing charges and the increased
rates are 8til]l less than half of the British Indian rates. The honourg-
ble member, Mr. Narayana Kurup remarked that this ra'e has been
increased as though the Post Office is a commercial concern. It has
been resognised, Sir, everywhere now that the Post Office is & commey.
cial Department, The fact that the working eXpenses are deducted
from the receipt side and the net receipt shown in the Budget will

qonﬁrm this.

The honourable member, Mr. M. R. Narayana Pillal, referred fo
the surplus being only one of adjustment. It is not clear what he
. meant by this statement. If he meant that there will be no acknal
surplus realised, I would refer to the financial statement of.receipts and

<



228 °© THE TRAVANCORE BRI MULAM ASSEMBEY [ 241m JULY 19483,

[Mzr. A, Liekshminarayana Ayyar,] .'

expenditure up toths end of I Edavom 1118 published in the last week’s
Gazette. Ifi will be seen therefrom that the revenus up to the end of
Hdavom of this year has actually besn realised to the extent of Rs. 277
lakhs and the expendifure actually incurred during the period - is
Rs. 221 lakhs, Thus an actual surplus of LRs, 56 lakhs has already
 been realised within the first ten months of this year. The balance of:
about Rs. 24 lakhs will be realised in thelast two months as hewy col-
lections are usually made at the end of the year.

- He also mentioned about the assets to the extent of nearly Rs. 4 -
crores invested on productive works being of a doubtful ch%mcter 38
against the habilities, |

MR. M, R. NARAYANA PILLA} : I did not say that.

MR. A. LEKSHRMINARAYAMA AYYAR: According to sound finanecigl
. principles recognised everywhere capital ewendltme could legitimately
be financed from borrowings, if it were on productive works. It ig
not therefore clear what objection the honourable member has to
show these items of expenditure as assets wWhen they have been incurred
~-on revenue producing concerns.

PRESIDENT : The House will ‘now adjourn &nd meet again on
Monday at 12 O’ clock. L |

The House adjourned at 6P M. -

B. Parawmm,
Secretm y to the Sri Mulam A ssembly.



