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An Open Letter.
From. ) ' '1.‘0i R '

- @& Devaneyan, M.A.,B.O.L., - The Hon’ble
President, - * " Mr. Veerendra Patil, .

The Internatinal Tamil League, Chief Minister of Mysore;

A Tamil Nadu. - Secretariat, Bangalore-

Dear Sir, . .

' You might havealready received a complimentary
ocopy of my publication entitled ‘The Primary Classioal
Language of the World’, the purpose of gending: which is
to persuade you to take such ' steps as to: restore and

‘foster cordisl relations of a permanent ' nature, between
. the Kannadigas and the Tamilians employed or living in

your State, by creating & favourable impression on your
mind about the greatness and importance of Tamil, and by

apprising you of the real nature of the relationship between
Tamil and Kannada.

The Kannadigas. as well as the Telugus and the Kera-
lites, are, as you know, very ‘olose to the Tamils not only
geographically but also linguistically. But. the fact, that

. the Lemurian Tamil was the parent of all the - Dravidian

languages, is unfortunately still unknown not only to the
Dravidians (non-Tamilians) but also to the majority of the

_ Tamilians, & few of whom are even top-ranking Tamil pro-
_feasors! - ' ’

- Dr. Caldwell, the most distinguished investigator of

- Dravidian Philology, though living at a time when Tolkap-

piyam, the most ancient Tamil grammar -extant, “togother
with the whole body of the so-called ‘Sangam Literature’
had gone underground, and there was no native " Tamil
soholar of the type of the late Maraimalai Adigal, the Revi-
ver of Pure Tamil, to guide him and -convince him of the
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Lemurian origin of Tamil, had suoh & olear perceptxon of

the anteriority and superiority of Tamil, as to aver in'"* his

‘Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian: or South Indian
Family of Languages’ in'the following manner.
. . ' L v e L L0

“Whils$ the grammatical stracture of each Dravidian
language and dialeot will be investigated and illustrated in
a greater and less degree, in proportion to its importance
and to the writer'sacquaimtance with it, it will' be his special
and constant aim to throw light upon the structure ' of
Tamil—a langusge which he has for more than - thirty-seven
years studied'and used in the prosecution of his missionary
labours, and which is probably the earliest cultivated, and
‘the most highly developed; of the Dravidian langnages—in
«ma,ny respeots the representat:ve langua.ge of the famtly,'-’

Lo ey

. .=Third detlon (reprmted by ‘the Umverslty of Madras),
. “<p. 1.

““Tamil—This language being probably the earliest culti-
vated of all the Dravidian idioms; the most copious and
that which contains the largest portlon and- the richest
variety of indubitably ancient forms, it is deservedly placed
* at the hea.d of the list... -

. . ~Do.-p 6
"It is true it would now be difficult for Telugu to dis-
pense with its Sanskrit, more so for Canarese, and most of
all for Malayalam~-those- languages having borrowed from
Sanskrit so largely, and being so habituated to look up to
it for help, that it would be scarcely possible for them now
to assert their indepcndence. But Tamil, the most highly
cultivated ab intra of all Dravidian idioms, can dispense
with its Sanskrit altogether, if need be, ant not only stand
alone but flourish without its aid.” —Do.-p. 46,
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g “Npthmg stmkes 2 Tamil Scho]iar yaore,,on. .examining
the dictionaries of the other Dravndlan. ;dml,eobg, tha,n the
paucity of their lists of Bynonyms in comparlson ‘with
thosq of Pamil. The 'I.‘amll vocabulary oontams not;, only
those words whloh may be rega,rded as appropna,te to the
la,ngua,ge,. ma.smuc}l as they are used by <Ta
also thoge Whlch may be cons:dercd a8, tho propenty ef
Telugu, Ca.nareso ‘ste.  Thus, the word 'used for hotso,
in ordinary Tamil is Vidu ( m?@),but tho voca.bula,ry contains
als0: and occasmnally uses, ‘the woérd appropriate to Telugu,
il fgw) ( Tel. 11111) and: the distinotive Canarcse:word manei
(mam)( Can.méne), besidesanother synonym, kudi(cty. )which
it has in common with Sanskrit and the whole of the Finnish
languages. The.grammar and vocabulacy of Tamil are thus
to a considerable extent the common rep051tory of Dravidian
forms-and. roots, We may conclude ‘therefore, that the
literary cultivation Tamil dates from a. perlod pnor to thaA;
of the other. idioms and not long subsequeut to the final
brea,kmg up of the la.nguage of the anclent Dravidians
into dla.lects o _ - —Do .. 82

. I'have quo ted these pa,ssa,ges in the hope, tha,t such

fnforma,tlon as this may help to incline the hearts of edu-

- cated Kannadigas ab least,to be: favourable towards the
Tamlha,n residents in your State.. = ... %

Even now "most of the Dravidian words'arc found in
thelr orlgma,l form only in Tamil, ‘while they have undergone,
corrupuon of varying degrees in the Dravidian Ia,nguages

. B. g. marramadu( mvmmwn@, Tam.) mattada ( mrn_t_rr@,
. Tel. ) mattadu wr 51, (Kan.) to.speak, to say.

“maru (r g, Tam.), to exchange ‘a8 words.
" maru + sm (v.n. suf.) = ma.rmm (wrppod, Tam.), & word

adu (@) is a Tamil auxxhary verb as in urmyadu (e-7
wr@) solladu (’)etrcuavrr@) etc. ‘
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marram(wrHpib) +kal (a7 pl. suf.)=marrangal ( wrr b
priasr, Taf.), words.

The Tamil word ‘marram’ corrupts into matta ( wome)

in Telugu and mattu (wrgg) in Kannada, and the Tamil

plural suffix ‘kal’ into ‘lu’ in Telugu. 8o, marrangaladu
(Tam.) becomes mat-ladu in Telugu. Thus, it will be seen,

that the Dravidian languages are indeed much-altered off-
shoots of Tamil.

'The recent oommunal disturbances in Banga,lore on
impartial analysis, scem to have been sparked off by the

‘unlawful aots of an u‘responszble and unbridled Mysore
M. L., A,

Independent India, with its adult suffrage e'xeroised
by illiterate majority, is highly favourable even for an
insignifioant independent to become a high flyer-and come
into undue and undeserved prominence.

The action of Mr. Vatal Nagaraj in defying & police
ban in & State other than which he belongs to, and that
too in connexion with a border dispute, is @ double crime
deserving a deterrent punishment. But when the law took
its natural course, the opposition in the Mysore Assembly
made a great fuss, as if Mr, Vatal Nagaraj was an .inter-
national figure enjoying extraterritoriality, and sought to
raise a discussion in the House on the arrest of the law-
breaker through an adjournment motion, and this.encouarged
about 2000 hot-heads belonging to the organization known
as “Kannada Chaluvahgaru (Kannada Agitators) to go in
" procession through the main roads of Bangalore demanding

immediate-and unconditional releasc of their leader, and
thus indirectly instigating the Kannada people to outrage
the Tamilian residents and visitors there. Consequently, the
very next day, an innocent group of Tamil farmers who
went on an agricultural tour of your State was violently
attacked by a Kannadiga crowd, 1000 strong, at Malles-
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waram in Bangalore, and had to terminate the tour ab-
ruptly and get out of the State only with police escort to
escape danger. Then the miscreants turned their attention
towards the local residential quarters of the Tamilians, and
indulged in arson, loot, and stabbing for more than three
days.

To understand the gravity of the crime perpetrated
by Mr. Vatal Nagaraj, you have only to imagine, what
would be your reaotion if an immature and self-styled
political leader from Maharashtra intruded into Belgaum in
your State, and created & similar law and order problem
there.

" Tt is indeed to your credit, that you condemned in
unequivocal terms the atrooities perpetrated by the Kannada
Chalavaligars and their supporters on the Tamilians resi-
ding in Bangalore. But it would have been far better, had
you prevented the enormous damage and injury by arres-
ting the “annexationist’’ within your State itself, bofore he
crossed the border into Tamilnadu. '
: The following -statement made by the “Saviour of
Talavadi’’ on the floor of the Mysore Assembly, on the 24th
Jan. 1970, reveals not only his inordinate arrogance in
equating himself with the Chief Minister o f Tamilnadu and
assuming sovereign authority over tho state of Mysore,
but his mental defect in not distinguishing between a visit
‘and an invasion, :

«  “His visit to Talavadi was similar to various visits of
Mr. Karunanidhi to Bangalore at the request of his D. M. K.
supporters here. If it was the stand of Mr. Karunanidhi
that none from Mysote State should visit his State, then
they in Mysore had to organise boycott of any further
vigits of Mr. Karunanidhi to any place in Mysore State.”

www.thamizham.net - Free E book No 7422



&0 QgarGumf o

This statement was ment to be in reply to Mr. Karuna-
nidhi’s warning given in the Tamilnadu Assembly on the
22nd Jan. 1970, in the normal discharge of his duties and
in accordance with his party’s motto ‘Duty, Dignity,
Discipline.” in general terms as follows:—

“Some politicians were reported to have threatened to
march into Talavadi and plant some flag on the Panchayat
Union Office building,

“My Government will not look on idly with folded
hands, should agitators from the neighbouring State at-
tempt to encroach on the border area of Talavadi firka of
Gobichettipalayam of Coimbatore district.

‘‘Let nobody imagine that there is no government func-
tioning in this State.”

Mr, Karuthiruman, of 'whose constituenoy Talavadi
forms a part, stated in the Tamilnadu Assembly on the 22nd
Jan. 1970, that ‘‘Some legislators from across the State
border appeared to incite the people through notices to
demand transfer of the area;” This was amply proved by Mr.
Vatal Nagaraj's own statement made in the Mysore Assemb=
ly on the 24th Jan. 1970, that his visit to that area was
only to organise & peaceful ‘satyagraha’ in which the people
of Talavadi slone would participate. If participation in the
‘satyagraha’ was to be confined to Talavadi people, what
business had Mr. Vatal Nagaraj to go there and organise it?

- His attempt to raise a discussion in the Mysore Assemb.
ly through an adjournment motion, on the premonitory state-
ment of Mr. Karunanidhi, which was only of a general nature:
betrays his lack of knowledge of politics and parliamentary
procedure. Fortunately, Mysore has an impartial and com-
petent Speaker in Mr. S. D, Kothavale.

“The Speaker pointed out, that the adjournment motion
of Mr. Nagaraj related to some statements said to have

1
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been made by the Chief Minister in the Tamilnadu Assemb-
ly. Tt was not correct to raise such issues, and discuss
anything that had taken place in' another State
Legislature. While making any reference to such matters,
it would not be proper for any member to make comments
on the proceedings of another legislature. The issue raised
in the motion of Mr. Nagaraj ‘could not form the subject
matter of an adnjourment motion for a discussion in
the House, and as such he would not allow the motion.’
(The Mail, Jan. 25, 1970). :

It was very kind of you, that in response to the appea]
made by the Tamilnadu Chief Minister on Feb. 2, asking you
to take all measures to protect the interests of Tamils in
Mysore State, in the wake of the anti-Tamil incidents
during the previous few days, you said in & telegram to
Mr. Karunanidhi,

T share your view, that Tamilians in Mysore State
and Kannadigas in Tamilnadu should live in harmony as

"they have done all along”, and also assured him that any

recrudescence of trouble would be firmly dealt with.

" Further, you made a firm assurance on the floor of
the mysore Assembly on the 4th Feb. 1970, that all linguis-
tic groups living in Mysore State, whether majority or mi-
nority, would be treated alike, and no one would be exposed

_to any sort of harassment or handicap under any situation,

and added that your Government would consider all those
in the State as ‘Mysoreans’ irrespective of their language
and that their safety would be zealously safeguarded.

You expressed regret over violent activities like ass-
aulting of people, looting of shops, and burning of houses
and vehicles, and said that such acts of felony had tar-

‘nished the fair name of Bangalore, and brought discredit to

the entire State. You also hoped that every section of the
House would condemn such actions, as no one could tolerate
them in the name of language.
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You defended the action of the Tamilnadu police by
saying, that they remained within their area beyond the
borders, and took action when the agitators (Kannadiges)
entered their area and broke the prohibitory order.

Indeed we Tamils are immensely pleased with your
retrospection thet “It should be remembered thet there
were thousands of Temil speaking people living in Mysore
for ages, and some of them were Dewans, eminent engineers
and officers of the government.”

But I want to tell you in this context. that you will
be quite surprised to know shortly that the Kennadigas are
in truth but one olass of descendants ofthe Lemurian
Tamils, that the Kannada region formed a part of the
Tamil country in the pre-Christian times, that the term Kan-
nads originally signified only a territorial division and not
a language, and that the language of the Kannada country
began to deviate from Tamil at the commencement of the

Christian era, and separated from it only after the 8th cen-
tury A, D. :

The very fact that the initial ‘h’ of most words in
modern Kanarese is an alteration of the Tamil ‘p’,is a
clear proof of the anteriority and originality of Tamil.

Caldwell also says “Another evidence of the entiquity
and purity of Tamil consists in the agreement of the anci-
ent Canarese, the ancient Malaysalam, the Tulu, and also the
Tuda, Gond and Ku, with Tamil, in many of the particulars

in which modern Canarese and modern Telugu differ from
it.” —p. 82.

In pursuance of your polidy of treating all residents of
your State alike, we gladly note that Mr. Vatal Nagaraj was
suspended from the Mysore Assembly for a while, and subse-

quently prevented from addressing a public meeting for
whioch no license was obtained.

B
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. But, all'the same, the following press report which ap-
_pearedin the ‘Mail’ of 19th -Feb. 1970, under the heading
‘Anti-Tamil Stir in Mysore’ and subheading . ‘Minorities
.Council Plea to Govt.’ has caused much anxxety and chagrln
to us. :

“The office-bearers of the newly-constituted State
ngulstlo Minorities . Protection . Council. along with the
local M. L. As yesterday visited soms of the localities
like Selvanagar Okllpuram, Ramachandrapuram and Brah-
manandapuram, which, were affected in the recent anti-
Ta.mll stir in the clty ‘

) “The Commlttee la.ter met to review the situation, and
felt. that in spite of the assurance given by the Chief Minis-
ter Mr. Veerandra Patil to the affected people, ‘the. fear’
in their minds of being attacked by hooligans was.. still
‘there. Hence, it decided to approach the State and the Cent-
ral governments for adequate ‘protection’ to those in areas
dominated by the non-Kannada speaking population,

¢The Committee condemned the ‘Senas’ since they
were detrimental to the promotion ofunity in the society.’ ’

‘We also hear from our friends in Bangalore, that the
Tamilians residing there, especially those working in theTele-
phone Exchange are still liable to violent attack by
Kannadiga hooligans, while the former are moving.out lone-
ly in the night- -time. There is also an unconfirmed report,
that an employee of the Te]ephone Excha.nge in Bangalore,
aged 53 and having 5 children, was in & hosplta.l under-
going treatment for a stab- wound for two ‘months.

If your State has any legitimate claim to any part of
Tamilnadu, let it be decided by Constitutional means and
not by barbarous outrages and atrocities.
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The Kannadigas should take into oconsideration the
magnanimity of our Chief Minister Mr. Karunanidhi. who,
immediately on receipt of your telegram, released Mr. V.
Nagaraj and sent him by car to Bangalore withdrawing the
highly oriminal case pending against him. His earnest wish,
that Tamilians in Mysore State and Kannadigas in Tamil-
nadu should live in peace and harmony, should not only
be reciprocated but also implemented faithfully.

We, Tamilians, have been exercising self-restraint hi-
therto, Let it not be mistaken for weakness. ¢Abused
patience turns to fury’’, The Kannadiga hooligans should
know, that all the hotels run byK aunnadiga capital in Mad-
ras are enjoying Temilian patronage. If violence is to be
met with violence, we can also raise a private force. But»
let noble qualities prevail against base ones.

_ More than two months have elapsed. since you gave
assurance of complete protection of life and property to
the Tamilian residents of your State. But, frequent, pre.
planned and non-stopping felonious attacks, mostly nootur-
nal, by the Kannada Chaluvaligars and similar vicious
organisations, have driven the Tamilians to the necessity
of forming a sena recently, entirely in self-defence, and even
to put forward a proposal for mnmelpal bifurcation of
Bangalore.

It is only proper that this proposal was strongly con-
demned by the Bangalore Citizens’Forum and Samithi leaders
like Messrs K. M. Naganna and T. R. Shamanna. The feel-
ing of many leading citizens of Bangalore, that such contro-
versies would tarnish the fair name of Bangalore, and
that the cosmopolitan character of the city shonld be main-
tained, is also genuine and appreciable.

But at the same time, an immediate, permanent, real
and inviolable solution also should be found to the problem

i

"k .

138

www.thamizham.net - Free E book No 7422



<.

15 AserQunf 5@

of security of Tamilian life and property. The Tamilian
residents of Mysore State, particularly of Bangalore, must
live.in 28 much peace and safety as the Kannadigas. The
former cannot leave Bangalore on any account. If they are
forced to leave your State, the same fate will befall the
latter in Tamilnadu, It is a pity that the anti-Tamilian
Kannade elements do not think for & moment, that what
they contemplate to do to the Tamilians will only boome-
rang upon them.

To restore the cosmopolitan character of Bangalore
and the communal harmony that existed between the Kanna-
digas and the Tamils before the Talavadi incidents, it is
imperative that the vandalic Mr. Vatal Nagaraj be bound
over at least for five years for good behaviour and to keep
the peace, and that the activities of the Karnataka Border
Agitation Organisation be kept within bounds. If these two
measures are effected, I am sure, there will be' no repetition
of the trouble, and Bangalore will become again an
earthly Paradise for all linguistic communities.

This letter. is just to remind you of your solemn respon-
#ibility for maintaining the well-being of the linguistio mino-
Fities in your State, and noreply is expected.

‘Thenmozhi’ Power Press, 1
" Cuddalore-1, 8. A. Dt., }  Yours sincerely,
8—5—1970. G. Devaneyan.
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Reply Dt. 22-12-1933

“While thanking yon and Dr, V. Saminatha Iyer for all
the letters, iuvitations and Telegram, I very much regret to
say that I am not inclined to attend any Tamil meeting
which is n6t willing to maintain and advance pure Tamil.
Of all the.cultivated ancient languages, Tamil is the only
one which is still living in all its pristine glory, I am strong-

ly convinced that any mixture of foreign words in it, will

tend to vitiate its healthy life and hamper its vigorous
growth. Please, therefore, excuse me for not attending your

vonference which does not seem to meet my ideal.’: '
‘ ~Maraimalaiyadigal,
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