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A wreath of tendr leaves he wears ;

And fame, so fleeting, stays with him ;

Nalliakodan is his name ;

He is the chief of the Hilly Land

With virgin peaks where thunders roar

Where rain clouds break in drops and bamboos wave in winds.
Where the peacock spreads his feathers blue
—Beauteous like the tresses rich of delicate girls

With shoulders soft and hips clothed charmingly—
Among the tender clouds that hang around:

Go, stand before him, O Ye minstrel great;

And on your wondrous Yal your thrilling tunes begin
Conforming to the rules of music.

The string handle of that Yal of yours

Now loosening, now tightening like a snake

Writhing round a monkey’s hand when caught by it.
The Yal’s mouth looks as if it’s set with gems

And the round pot-like body’s shapely made.

From the twisted little strings .

Honey and nectar sweet will drop.

They’ll answer every touch of yours.

Pouring forth the strains profuse.

And thus addressing him you’ll sing :

“Q ye, with palms that fold for elders!

O ye, with a chest that opes for young men !

O ye, with a sceptre sheltering farmers !

O ye, with a lance that fires on charioteers!”’

And anon, he’ll clothe you with a garment fine,

And nice like a bamboo’s filmy bark

He’ll give you liquor hissing hotilike on angry snake; 1
He himself will serve the dishes sweet
Of varied tastes prepared adhering strictly to

1D. E6Y5V. /Bl LILNT




I

SR S

17 AT AT JT: R " &6T

The rules of cookery traditinal—

In plates of gold that put to shame the sun

Surrounded by the planets bright.

With affection’s fervour he will stand by youw

Supplying all your needs. And then as gifts

He will give you the booty rich his generals brought
After satisfying the minstrels in the field.

With valour did the generals raid the enemy’s lands
And took the fortresses of warrior-kings,

He will present you with a charriot grand

With finely chisalled wheels, the hub and spokes

Like the moon with her milky rays in motiom.

The upper-board will lac is painted ned within

So red like the unfolding blossoms of the Murekka tree:
By master craftsmen made it is; has tested speed.

To these gifts he’ll further add

A bright faced bull, brave strong and swifter than a horse
And a driver, too.
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