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* The serpent has been selected
of all animals as the distinctive
type or emblem of wisdom. Its
silent gliding motion, its habit of
making haunts near human house-
halds, like an animal easily
domesticated and yet retaining
its native fierceness, the remark-
able effects of snake-bite where
death almost immediately follows
and yet without dismemberment,
with little or no loss of blood and
with hardly any perceptible mark
of a wound making it appear as if
the soul of a dead man had been
drawn out by the serpent and
dwelt in it: all these are pheno-
mena calculated to impress the
mind forcibly.

— Froude.
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* «The snake throughout the
East is the symbol of knowledge
and immortality. The serpent
with his tail in his mouth (an
ancient persian symbol) represen-
ted the circle of eternity. The
serpent in annually shedding its
skin was supposed to renew its life
for ever. This casting off the
slough is regarded as an emblem
of resurrection and immortality.’

—Froude,
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