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A REMINISCENCE

—— AND ——
APPRECIATION

Bramma MurtHiAH ToNDAMAN, Photographic
artist, artist in words and colours, and art instructor
at the Hindu College, Tinnevelly, was one of those,
who chose to slip through life unnoticed, doing
all the good they could. Naturally the world at
large knew little of him and only a few friends and
art-disciples cherish the memory of his kindness and
goodness. Were every man in the world to have a
biography, the world of books would be choked up,
even as a crowded churchyard, where men have
much ado to pick their way because of tomb-stones.
Yet, is each individual life sacred and fain would
leave its little mark on the spot of earth it once
inhabited.

I am not attempting a biography. That would
require much closer association with the subject,
than was possible in our very divergent courses of
life and though I knew Mr. Tondaman for well over
25 years,—mortalis aeve spatium grande—I knew
him very intimately for only five years, the period
of my stay at Tinnevelly as a practising member of
the Bar. Mr. Toddaman came into camp with me
occasionally and otherwise, we contrived to meet
very often in our daily walks and drives.
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On these occasions, I had the benefit of the
larger experience of the senior man, a timely warning
against close association with such and such an
undesirable person, a sympathetic discussion of
social problems, a soul-stirring out-pour of thoughts
and meditations. These, alas, set down in cold print
like cut flowers lost the fragrance of fervent feeling
and personal appeal, but recalled in the original set-
ting had all the rapture of genuine inspiration.

There is much in the receptivity of the hearer
or the reader, that makes for power of liferature
independent of the intrinsic value of the expression
and the experience. Only the highest are indepen-
dent of time, ecstasy and environment. To this
order of literature neither Tondaman nor the present
writer can claim to have contributed. Written to
please oneself, to please a friend, by recording the
impression of the moment, these writings are bound
to be pathetically ephemeral, but for the consoling
fact that the situations recur and men everywhere
are frightfully similar in their views and feelings.
The filial gratitude of Mr. Bhaskar has sought to
preserve and perpetuate these random thoughts and
the reader will find in the following pages some
glimpses of Mr. Tondaman’s mind, lightning-flashes
that reveal the depths of his feelings. He was an
earnest student of Tagore and' all the poems in
English — alas too few ! — were written when the
fresh discovered genius of our poet laureate shook
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all Europe from side toside. Mr. Tondaman found
vent for his pent-up feelings and beat his music out
in English and Tamil, with the latter of which
language he had more scholarly familiarity.

To be on the sands of the Tambraparani in
view of the rippling rolling water, within reach of
the soft cool and bracing breeze, sensitive, alike to
the rustling of the dry leaves on the palm trees on
the Melapalayam shore and the rumbling of the
railway-train on the new-laid iron bridge, as to the
shifting and scintillating colours of clouds and the
sweet warble of birds as they settle down a minute
close to the water on the sands, pouring out a melody
or two and picking up a worm or so as a return there-
for and then flying away in a swift darting arrow of
light, this is to drench with the healing balm of
nature, the sick brain and seared heart that the mad
world serves only to sadden and stifle, to coarsen
and imbrute.

Or again along Palayapettai road at Pamban-
kulam, to sit on the bund on carriage cushions con-
templating the ruin of the rich brahmin’s oil mill
and the poor non-brahmin cart-driver’s extensive
nanja fields worth a lakh of rupees, while the soft
breeze blows and the stream of people flows along
the road with the frequent hoot of the motor-horn
as the bus whirls along its chattering human load
and reflecting on human destiny, the ups and downs
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and undiscerned pitfalls. and accidental lifting up
by fortune’s wheels, is to hold ourselves forewarned
to conduct ourselves in all humility, never elated,

never dejected, but holding to God and Truth with
equal grace in either fortune.

But enough, to make old memories roll out in
endless prospect and to think of the companion
whose experiences energised my own thought and
enlivened my out-look. The genius for good
companionship, a certain inbred goodness that made
friends and retained them was after all has been
said and done, the great virtue of Mr. Tondaman
what the Greeks called emphytos chrestotes and
this constitutes his claim to affectionate remembr-
ance among those whose privilege it was, to know
him.

C. D. COLLEGE,
ANANTAPUR.

PRINCIPAL, ’
} T. B. KRISHNASWAMI.



MY REMINISCENCES
OF

Mr. TONDAMAN MUTHIAH

Tondaman Muthiah, the very mention of the
name brings to my mind the happiest of recollections
and the pleasantest of memories. When I joined the
Hindu College in 1928, he was introduced to e as
the Senior Drawing Master of the THigh School.
Our acquaintance soon ripened into friendship and
wo continued to be the best of friends till death
snatched him away last ycar.

It was not as an artist that Mr. Tondaman
Muthiah impressed 1me, though he was an excellent
artist and though his painting in oils of Messrs.
Winkler and Subramania Kavirayar (now adorning
the walls of the English Iecture Hall) will bear
eloquent testimony to his workmanship. What-
impressed me most in Tondaman Muthiah was his
versatile genius. He was an excellent conversationa-
list; one could switch him on to any topic and listen
with pleasure to his delightful talk. Philosophy was
his pet theme and his prose poems will prove his
philosophic turn of mind.

He was one of the most loyal and devoted
workers of the College and he continued to take
genuine interest in the institution which he dihgently
served for 30 years, till the last days of his life.
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An admirable teacher, a level headed thinker, a
talented conversationalist, a friend of sterling worth
—that’s how Tondaman Muthiah will be described
by all those who came in intimate contact with him.
He could with penetrating genius and shrewdness
‘look under the surface’ and discover with ease
the good and bad sparks of humanity. May his
soul rest in peace.

Principal,
M. D. T. Hindu College, ALEXANDER GNANAMUTTU,

Tinnevelly.
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MANANA MALAI

PROSE POEMS IN ENGLISH




AM 1 APART?

Mother Dear? Am I a being apart from Thee ?

Nearer am I, Dear. Mother, to breathe
the fragrance of Thy sweet breath.

I worship Thee Mother, and bow low
at Thy lotus feet.

Blame me not Mother Divine, if merged in my play-
things; absorbed in my toys and mates,
I forget Thee. Ah! Blame me not.

I come to Thee Mother, All my being is thine.

My joys — yea! — my cares, I have none here
or anywhere.

Mother Dear ! Am I a being apart from Thee ?



‘FEAR NOT, MY CHILD!

My child! Why art ThHou bawling so ?
« Mother Dear! Mother Dear!! Phantoms and

goblins threat me in my dreams. Wrap me
Mother in Thy saree, clasp me to Thy bosom.”

' Do they appear even when wide awake ?
“No Mother! No! They vanish when I open

my eyes, but Ah, they are making faces with
me—their grimace I cannot bear.” :

“ Mother Dear, Do not leave me and go,
for T want to hide in Thee—Thy lap I crave,
encircle me within Thy fold.”

Yes! Yes, my child! Nearer I am to Thee
for Thou wert in my bosom from the beginning
and Thou art mine to the end.

Fear not, my child!



THE MIGHTY LORD

Hark! Oh Kings of all realms! The mighty
Congqueror of all worlds is coming !
Surrender all to Him, thy domains

and thy subjects.
He comes to dethrone you.

He seeks nor wealth nor valour, nor pride nor glory.
Ye beggars and peasants! Throw down
your bowls and ploughs.
Surrender ye! at His bugle’s call.

He comes with the tumultuous rumbling of thunder
and the flashes of lightning in heaven.

Hark! Oh Kings of all realms.




MY CLOCK IS DEAD!

My heart ceased to beat at midnight, for I heard
not the ticking of my clock. I wound it

up only three days ago to its full key and the
week’s end has not come.

‘What has made then my clock silent ?

I lighted my lamp and found the clock in its place;
no robber has taken it away.

I touched its cold body and shook it gently.

Alas! There was no movement of the hands.
The clock was dead.

O! that my clock should die so soon !



WEDDED, WHEN YOWUNG

‘Wedded me when young ! When for mate I cared not.

Wedded to Thine pleasure, pride and peace,
Wedded wife am I.

Enchanted I was from a glance at Thy winning eyes,
Yours was I, mine were You, played we both,

unknown on the shores of Liove and Life
—played we.

Summer blossoms are sweet and delightful.
Southern breeze woos us calmly.
Sun sets dark, singing waves sound me gently-
‘Where are You my Lord ?

No messenger I have, no place I know. No, not I,
but You should come. — When young I was’
Your bride ; in bloom I am Yours; in Love and
Life, I am Thine own.

I am Your wedded wife when young.



GLORY BE TO THEE, MY LORD.!

Glory be to Thee My Lord, command Thy servant
to serve Thee with a willing heart.

ere him courage to work hard
at any work entrusted to him.

Full of Thy charms, Dame Nature unceasingly
woos to represent Thee, the active worker of
all the worlds, within and without.

The twinkling stars, the roaring waves, the bustling
trees, the showering rain, all display Thy glory.
Thou art ever active.

How can I be lazy? I have grown sluggish of
late. Transform Thy servant with a spark of
Thy grace.

Let him march forward at Thy command.



HOW THOU AND FROM WHERE ?

Oh, Master Craftsman! How Thou bringest forms
and from where? TUnhewn stone, yesterday
it was; but Thou hast brought today a beauti-
-ful angel out of it. Hou thou and from where ?

A deserted land, barren I saw yesterday; but how
Thou hast built these mansions in a night!
Are all of them illusory! No! I perceive
them, solid and thick.

Block of wood it was yesterday ; but how hast Thou
made it to tune a melody, out of the fibres,
with a man to sing.

Tell me the secret, I pray. How Thou
and from where ?



LET ME TRY

“Bring all my riches, accumulated, consigned before -
me now, and heap them in that corner.”

The dying man looking at them says :
“How I have suffered to secure you! What
difficulties I endured for you! Can you keep
me alive for one more day?”’—Nobody answers.

“ Bring my dutiful wife, my loving children and all
my relatives.”

The dying man in feeble voice, requesting one and
all says: “My flesh and blood you are! All
these years, I sheltered you all in my house. I
sacrificed my pleasures for you. Can any of
you procure & life for me for a day more ?”’—

Nobody answers.

“ Bring all the physicians in the town, boastful and
plain, with costly medicines to suit.”

?

The dying man in pleading voice says :
“Gentlemen | Doctors, can you give me elixir to
prolong my life a few minutes more? Take all
my wealth, spare that medicine from your
chest.”—¢“ Nay, we cannot” say all.

10



What! My wealth! My relations! Doctors! — all
cannot spare me, more life than destined to me
in this world, yet I long to live more.

Let me go to the other world, as people say, and ask
the people there to give me more life. Can they
not give ? — Let me try.



THE MAGIC SHEPHERD

Hail O Gopala! Thou, the shepherd
of the frail dumb lambs
And cows that graze
on the Brindaban border land.
Thou, the friend of the urchins,
who play forgetting their ownselves;
‘With you they dance merrily,
enraptured by Thy form. Hail O Gopala!

Hail O Gopala! Thou art a great Magician.
Thy forms Thou changest
In tinkling of seconds,
like a fish in the pond swimming swiftly
And Thou becomest a horrible tortoise,
and then an ugly pig
‘With horns protruding, furrowing the earth ;
what shapes! O Gopala!

- Hail O Gopala! Thy transcendental yisions

—what! Thou a monstrous lion,

Thou the cave-dweller with gleaming teeth,
Thou the wood-cutter

And tiller of the ground,
and husbandman with a chaste woman

To reign a hierarchy
And Thou a moral teacher. Hail O Gopala !
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Hail O Gopala! Thou becomest now
—Diplomat with contending kings—
Thy arguments and orders are steady
-—no one to impeach.
Thy plays are innumerable.
Wilt Thou be a judge or a destroyer
Of all Thy forms;
wilt Thou form new shapes‘) Hail O Gopalal!

Hail O Gopala! Thou art All in all;
what! Thy charms are great

To great maidens from dusty homes
to embrace Thee in open plains;

Thy fascinating splendour drags
everything I see to your herd

To make it forget itself
And merge in Thee. Hail O Gopala!



LOVE DIVINE

Oh! Love Supreme! Love Divine, a love
that binds soul to soul. '

How begetest Thou, Thy ’witching charms.
How elevatest Thou to sour high and high.
Art Thou a tendency born — a created one ?
or Thou the ruler who wieldest the earth ?

Blossomest Thou in mother’s lap; cherishest Thou
in maiden’s heart; apart from Thee, who can
whisper a tender word and promise a land of
ecstasy beyond all cares. :

Thou governest all this tiny world, all beings"
proceedeth from Thee
Ah Thou Mother Superior! Bless O Love,
Love Divine,.
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