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Tbé’ time has now come to carry the
“war into Italy, and into the contment
of Burope. The Ttalian overseas
empire has been exterminated. We
will now deal with the home country.

TO the Eighth Army has been given
the honour of representing the British
Empire in the Allied force, which is
~ now to catty out the task. On out
lefc will be our American  allies.
Together, we will sct about the Italians
‘in their own country in no uncertain
way. They came into this wat to suit
_— themselves, and they must take the
GENERAL MONTGOMERY consequences. :

I Want to glvc a hearty welcome to the Canadlan troops that are now
:]ommg ‘the Bighth Army. They ate magnificent soldiers. The task in front
of us is not casy. In all our opetations, we have always had the close and
intimate Support of the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force, and because =
of that suppott, we have always succeeded. The combined cffort of the
three fighting Setvices is being applied in tremendous strength, and nothing
will be able to stand against it. - I have complete confidence in the successful

outcome of this operation.

: Tl?ﬂ eyes of the whole Empn:c will be on us oncc the battle statts. . We
wﬂl see that they get good news, and plcnty of it. To each on - of - you,
' Good ,J,uck and good hantmg in thc home couniry of Italy ‘

G ‘NERAL MONT GOMERY, in'¢ message to bis
' mmrwn traap; on ]ll[)’ 2
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RUNNING COMMENTARY

MAN BEHIND ALLIES® AIR. VICTORIES IN
PACIEIC0— Lieutenant-General, George O. Kenney, under
whose command the Allied Aiwr Farces in the South TWest
Pacific are taking a heavy toll of Jap planes, has a long record
of achievements in aviation. He is credited with being the first
10 imstal machine-guns in airplane wings and also with being
the inventor of parachute bombs.

. |
What is happening in the South-

India and the )
West Pacific is of direct interest

South-West

Pacific— to India and her safety. For Japan’s
. General plans of mastery of the whole of

MacArthur’s ‘Asia will remain & mere midsummer

Offensive. dream of madness, unless and until

~ she defeats the Allies in the string
of islands which skirt the north and eastern littoral of
Australia. Japan’s one great desire is to complete an
outer chain of defences stretching from the Celebes
in the West to the Solomons in the East. That desire
has been ghattered to the dust by the blows dealt by

 the Allies to the Japanese at Buna in New Guinea

and at Guadalcanal in the Solomons. And now General
MacArTHUR has launched a great offensive which is
tended to strike at the very heart of the Japanese
ofonce system. This was started on the last day

(June 30), but only two days previously, -

Major-General Yamac, Director of the Japanese Arm;
Information Bureau, said in a speech at Kyoto,

paign.”’ Vgl
Tolcyo radio continued to broadeast summaries of
YamAers speech even when Allied transports were
approaching Rendova: Island, Nassau Bay, the Tr
briand and Woodlark groups. On June 29, an English
summary of the speech broadcast by Tokyo ended by
saying, 4 A
“ These were the words of reassurance coming fr:oni'

the spokesman of the Japanese Army.” it

The next day when the Allied offensive started,
Tokyo gave out in English the declaration of another
Japanese military observer that: ;

““the Japanese forces have now completed all
necessary preparations from strategical bases from
where an all-out offensive against Australia can be
carried out at any moment. It is recalled that the

Japanese forces, since February, have been carrying.

out readjustments of their operational bases for new

actions.” ] 7

Where are these operational bases ? Nobody know:
Tt may be recalled that it was in February that tl
Japanese evacuated Guadalcanal. On February 10,
Tokyo said, evidently with the object of softening
the Guadalcanal blow, that the Japanese forces had
secured, * several firm footholds further down towar
the south.” Five months have passed, and yet Tolcyc
has not given the exact location of these footholds.
Tt can never give—because they do not exist anywhere &
except in the imagination of Tokyo propagandists |

Coming to recent operations ,in"t

Recent

Operations— South-West: Pacific, it is of inte
Japan Now to mnote that Japanese broadcasf
Talks of made no mention of the captu
“ Defence . of Woodlark and Trobriand grou;
System ! of islands, or of the landing

Nassau Bay, for four days, thoug!
the Tokyo Imperial Headquarters issued a brief: com-
muniqué on the Rendova Island operations on
evening of July 1. Tokyo has completely ignored |
New Guinea operations and has referred only ti
fighting in the Solomons area. The first comme
as distinet from the communiqué, came from  t
Japanese-controlled Batavia radio on the evening
July 2. Batayia said in an English broadcast,

< Characterising the Rendova development
typical American guerilla, operations, military ci
ctated that others would be made in futur
ssland to island in the Solomons area. They ac
however, that the enemy inva.riahly would find










ELEGY FOR A.G.

[The Officer in whose memory this elegy is written, was killed in action with the

Fourth Indion Division in Tunisia. He was born in Ootacamund.]

Was it for this, my brother, that you were born and blc'led

So large of heart, so fleet-foot, so clear of eye a}nd hea ’,
That you should lie so early among the unstirring dea.é.l ?
Your brow was yet unlaurelled, your major’s crown still new 3
Your day was in its morning and stars still shone a few -
When burning Death passed by and scorched the lifting dew.

: -
No more you lead the battery you trained and led so well ;
No more zour men will follow through storms of earth or hell.
The house of man the hopeful falls crumbling to a shell.

No more your laughing children shall run to take your hand,
No more the wife you cherished on windy quayside stand

To welcome you, long looked for, home to hearth and land.
Remembering now our childhood, when on the Nilgiri steep
Your foot was ever foremost to climb or run or leap

And we would rise together, together fall asleep? o
Remembering too our schooldays, when your long tireless pace
Won prize and cup and trophy in many a hard-run race

Yet modesty still wreathed prowess with brighter grace.

Remembering oars in summer swinging down Severn tide,.
Or lithe threequarter swerving untouched through half a side,
Or horseman one with hunter of earth-disdaining stride.

Remembering last the snatches of time when we would meet,
Whom years and seas had sundered, and the old names repeat
With which so long before we two were used to greet.

I see the sinewy figure, the mouth a trace awry, :
The broad and steady shoulder, the frank and cheerful eye, -
A pattern for the living, that was so soon to die.

A pattern of men English who choose the soldier’s trade,
Not passionate for glory nor vain of sword and braid,
Afraid of staining honour, not otherwise afraid,

He in the day of judgment, when tyranny was grown

From chick to monstrous eagle and England fought alone,
Glowed brighter as the gold glows when touched upon the stone.
No fear nor doubt nor question his resolutiion marred ;

Beside his peers he battled with fortitude ill-starred

To cleanse the world of horror and all its good to guard.

The vultures of the Atlas wheeled down the battle lines

Where rows of clamouring cannon challenged among the vines
And ere the echoes answered bombs roared the countersigns ;
Behind the hastening columns, beside the pitted road

They laid him with his fellow dead, a lifeless load,

And for a solemn tombstone a little cross bestowed.

Though thousand times ten thousand in year-long fighting fall,
Some darlings of their nation, and many brave and tall,

Death will not noose a better among those thousands all.
If after death, my brother, is any sight or sound

And you can hear our voices in your Tunisian ground,

Or any consolation in memory is found,

Take this our latest greeting, sharp-voiced with sadnfess sore

And endless bitter yearning for you who come no more,

No more to lovely England nor any human shore,
Remembering hearts shall be your enduring monument
To mark the life you borrowed and in your duty spent.
You quit you well, my brother ; farewell, and sleep content,
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CHEMICALS IN WAR

“.j\‘: : . THERE IS ROMANCE BEHIND THEIR PRODUCTION
By . C. CROSS

jori le the word

that to a great majority of peop ) (

—I < (fiexzrmicals’ still conjures up a mental - plc)ture 0,1 those
Tows of small bottles which line the chemists’ shops.

For me to say that those bottles (lloo tugﬁ coutzzix; 133111:111111;:
i g B — ey ar a
cals would, of course, be nonsense—bul by o
seuticals or pharmaceutical chemicals—an hey a
‘\filil:fllcians pDulkl)ds or ounces. Real chemicals, the chemicals
which are the basic raw materials of water industry, are
thought of in thousands of toms.

“Now, so that you can understand just how ,c,rrea,’olly;l
war is dependent upon chemicals I am going ﬁtohtpg
through a list of the basic equipment of the(;i (<] mle]%
services, Rirst of all our soldiers, sailors a,uOhalr ot
Jlile ave dressed in clothes of cotton or wool. ?1111(11@ fo
are needed to make that cloth and more are nee eT11 2

' hake the khaki dye with which they are coloured. !

t d b Leather
there are leather belts and boots and‘ so on. L z
cannot be made without chemicals. Hach man is con
cerned with the firing of some gun or weapon which 18

made of various metals and these metals cannot be
refined without chemicals. To fire the gun some explo-
sive is needed, and all explosives are merely mixtures of
chemicals.,

Guns and soldiers are dependent upon tramsport which
runs on rubber tyres; rubber cannot be made without
chemicals, and don’t forget that the guns and the
transports are painted with paints which are dependent:
upon chemicals for their production.

T could go on with the list by mentioning every single
item of equipment if I had the time, and in every case
I should have to tell you that production at some stage
or another is dependant completely and utterly upon
certain industrial chemicals. There is not an industry
that I can think of which does not handle bulk chemicals
in some part of its process and which, in fact, could never
live without such chemicals.

This may surprise some of you, but it may make you
realize just how fundamentally an important part chemi-
cals do play at all times; particularly in times of war.
No vital industry such as those which refine the natural
products of the earth and shape them into weapons of
war—iron and steel—none qould operate successfully
without there first having been manufactured the chemi-
cals with which they carry out their work.

EQUIPMENT OF THE FIGHTING SERVICES

I am going to go back to that list of equipment T
mentioned and show you just what I meant. Briefly the
list was composed of the following: cotton cloth, woollen
cloth, dyestuffs, leather, metals, explosives, rubber and
paint. Those can be taken as a basic list of the mate-
rials which form the eguipment of an army, a navy or
an air force, and I want to show you briefly just how

chemicals play . their part in the production of those
things,

My first example is actually the least important.
Cotton cloth which is later to be dyed a colour has less
to do with chemicals than any of the other items, but
remember, if cotton cloth is required white it has to bhe
" bleached and bleaching is done only with chemicals.
There are various ways, though the most common is by
using bleaching powder, chloride of lime solution.

e In the case of wool, things are different. The natural

- & wool when taken from the sheep is extremely dirty and

: also contains a very large quantity of natural grease.
The dirt 'and a large proportion of the grease must be

5 removed before the wool can be spun and woven. This

| 13 done again in numerous ways, but rinsing in a solu-
tion of soda, which is sodium carbonate or soda ash, is
the simplest.

Ne:':t I come to dyeing. I know that to the housewife
who is tired of the colour of last year’s frock the dyeing
of that frock with another cblour is a simple business;
either she sends it to the dyers or she buys a little packet
‘of powder which she dissolves in a hasin and then she ops
: the frock in. Now real dyeing—the dyeing “of millions
~of yards of clotl} with a colour which has to he veason-
ably fast to fading from sunlight, is a very complicated
business. To start with, the manufacture of the dye
- colours themselves is one of the most intricate chemical

- processes known, but once the dye i duc -
fﬂ of the cloth become e

S intricate too. To explain this
k T must turn to something quite diﬂ"erelﬂ; to give
mliel example. Ly =

% e i

' upon each one of those in turn.

You know that when you are developing a photogra-
phiic negative you first wash the film in a developer solu-
tion—chemicals again—and then, when you nave got the
right degree of development you must ‘fix’ the film by
washing 1n yet another solution or, on exposure to light,
you would lose all the developed picture. In the dyeing
of some dyestuffs there needs to be a very similar pro-
cess. In others the dye is applied in a certain way and
gives a certain colour and then the right colour origin-

. ally wanted is developed by washing in a chemical bath.

The process of dyeing is intimately wound up with
the use of chemicals such as hydrosulphite of soda,
sodium sulphate, sulphate of alumina, caustic soda and a
dozen others.

LEATHER .

Now I come to leather. I suppose you all know that
leather is the tammed hides of animals. Well, let me
start with the skin of a cow which has just been killed.
It has got hair on it which must be removed. Cutting
it off will not do as there would be bristles left, so a
chemical is used. The hide is soaked in a solution of
sodium sulphide which rots the hairs off quickly. Then
the hide is ready for tanning and there are a variety
of processes by which this is done, all of them depending
upon chemicals. The most popular now-a-days is pro-
bably that which is known as chrome tanning which
depends almost entirely on the use of hichromate of
soda or some other chrome compound. Then, of course,
after tanning we come to just the same processes of
dyeing as I have described with cloth.

Next come metals and there is scope for hours of talk

{ e But I must dismiss
the subject with only a brief reference to the most
lmportant—iron from which steel is made. In the refining
of 1iron chemicals play a large part and, curiously
enough, that same sodium carbonate I have already men-
tioned comes into the picture again. In the final pro-
duction of finished metal goods even more chemicals
play their part. \

RUBBER

Next comes rubber. As we know it this is the sap
of a tree which grows in India, Ceylon and Mmalaya.
That sap is suitably treated with various chemicals such
as ammonia and is then passed to the tactories where it
is processed~agam_ the chemicals—to malke tyres and
a ' thousand other important war materials. But with
the loss of Malaya the United Nations have had to turn
more and more to synthetic rubber to replace all the
natural production whih was lost. Synthetic rubber is
entirely chemical, made with chemicals in chemical fac-
tories. Germany has relied upon this synthetic rubber
for the greater part of her requirements in this war.

In all cases, both German and Allied, the process is

S}fflgeti E;vg eéz_nnot tell you much of the chemicals used,

t ] Ve you yet one more exampl f how
vitally important chemicals are in war. S

EXPLOSIVES

Now explosives Surely T hardl

] s ] y need to tell you any-
thing: ﬂboqt the use of chemicals here, because ezzplosiVeS
a{lrrekc e;mmals or chemical mixtures and nothing else.
isaae nfi;;iummpflesﬁn Igunpowder that everyone knows, it

: re of chlorate of t
il e D potash, sulphur and carbon.

; there is th ; :
1§ short for Tri Nibre Toluj__aenfamous T.N.T. which

To-day there are the new
'e blasting the towns of G
these are all results of the chemic

Lastly paint, a not
but most certainl,
how many of th
used by an army,
I mean.

very important item on the list,
Y nob unimportant. You just think of
et hti;;mgs Mo‘mtldd you and of the things
T are painted, and you will see what
E R Hll’iaxl;{: ilri t: a‘coll.our.,d ﬁxed into a basic material
e b lquid in such a way that it can

Foictain surface and will then stick there and




' chemical industries have been built.

: everything

Jury 16, 1943]

When you look at it in that way paint hecomes a
pretty complex business, and let me assure you that
the manufacture of paint certainly is complicated, Nike
else it is dependent upon chemicals. To
start with, it obtains a great majority of its colours from

‘'the dye-makers, but the mixing of these colours into

paints is not just a matter of a little white lead -and
a little linseed oil. Without the aid of chemicals paints
would be a sorry set of messes; and mind you, I refer
to the ordinary oil paints here. The cellulose paints
and lacquers which particularly interest the air force in
war are entirely chemical in composition, cellulose heing
a particularly obstruse chemical compound.

BASIC CHEMICALS

Well, there is a brief statement of the use of chemicals
in the basic needs of war, but I wonder if anything had
struck you ahout the mnames of the chemicals which I
have mentioned. Have you noticed how sodium, sulphur
and carbon seemed to crop up in nearly every name in
_one way or apother, with chlorine tagging along very
close? Sodium carbonate, sodium sulphate, sodium sul-
phide, chloride of lime, those were the mames which kept
cropping up. There ' is romance behind the production
of these important products.

You might mnever believe that the most important
basic chemical in the world, the one from which nearly
all the others are evemtually manufactured, is that com-
mon ‘salt which you eat with your food, the salt which
is in the sea, sodium chloride. Tt is from the vast aecu-
mulation of salt throughout the world that the great
a Upon that found-
ation is based all the great manufactures of to-day.
Caustic soda, without which you cannot make soap, and

SR
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most of the more important chemicals have as one ingre-

dient sodium which has been extracted from the sodium

chloride which is salt.

Mind you, it is not only the sodium of common salt
which is a valuable. T have said that salt is sodiumy
chloride, that means that it is a compound of sodium
and chlorine. The chlorine is also a vital product. 1t
is a poisonous gas which was used in the last war, bub
more important still it is gas which is used to purify
drinking water supplies. Wherever our armies go they
carry chlorine to make the water they find fit for human
consumption. It is the chlorine which is the important
part of the chloride of lime, or bleaching powder. Chlo-
rine does the bleaching and yet, in this same form
ag b]eachmg_; powder - it is the great disinfectant in
unhealthy districts and is used by the army everywhere
to combat disease.

Next in importance is another natural product, sul-
phur, the valuable gift of those deadly things, voleamoes.
Next to sodium, sulphur probably appears in one form
or another, more often than anything else, in the import-
ant industrial chemjcals. Sulphuric acid, which is a
necessity to almost every industry is the first example
which jumps to my mind. Yes, there is a romance
behind the production of the world’s industrial chemicals
and T hope, too, that you will realize that there is more
depending upon the production of those chemicals than
meets the eye in these days of war.

Perhaps what T have said may help you to understand
why some of those simple chemicals which you are
accustomed to using in your own home are not now avail-
able. They are heing conserved as they are vital necessi-
ties. Therefore, by going without them . you, too, are
joining in the common cause.

—A recent broacast from A.I.R., Madras.

ALLIES NOW CALLING THE TUNE

By WICKHAM STEED i

7'[ {NY sions now suggesb that large-scaie Allied opera-
tions are impending. From London, New York and'
Algiers all Frenchmen have been warned by the Imter-
Allied High Command to be ready to assist Allied forces
ot the moment of invasion and meanwhile to watch oyer
their own safety and the safety of their families. Similar
warnings have heen addressed to Belgians living near
factories working for the Germans.

Destructive Allied raids on Tie Creusot, Fl‘iedrichshavsrm
and Krefeld in the Ruhr continue to cripple Germany’s
war industry. Sieily and Southern Ttaly are being intensely
bombarded.  In the Atlantic German submarines are
being, destroyed with unprecedented thoroughness. The
"ATlied armies in North Africa awaib the mext move.
Tqual eagerness prevails among the large Allied armies In
Britain.

Hardly less significant are authentic reports of under-
ground zesistance in occupied Europe. In the first four
months of this year more than 500 Gestapo agents noted
for their crimes against subjugated peoples were con-
demned to death and executed by resistance organizations
in Poland, Czechosloyakia, Norway, _Belgium, Holland,
Trance and Bulgaria. These organizations are now linked
together and united under a central leadership in confact
with their exiled governments. 'German-oc_cupled Europe
is threatened not only with invasion from without but: with
effective opposition from within.

NOT BY AIR ATTACK ALONE

Clompetent Brifish opinion agrees with General Marshall,
United States Chief of Staff, that heavy blows by land
forces will be meeded to~ malke these threats effective.
‘Aerial bombardment: is a preliminary to nvasion, not a
substitute for it. Yet examination of the results” achieved
in the Ruhr, at Pantelleria and elsewhere encourages the
beliaf that no material barrier will be impregnable to land
abtack after concentrated bombardment.

Where and when the invasion of the European continent
will begin is a riddle which Hitler is most anxious to read.
Tnfil invadons actually begin Allied commanders and
(lovernments will not help him. Nor is he likely to krow
which of the several possible points of attack will be the
most important.

-Tﬁreé vears ago Hitler missed hig first and greatest
opportunity by failing to attempt an invasion of Brifain
(s ; s

A=

immediately after the fall of Framce. Two years ago he
believed fhut the overthrow of Russia must precede the
destruction of Britain, The Russian counter-offensive in
December 1941 upset this plan. Simuitaneously the
Japanese assault on Pearl Harbour ruined the prospect
of a German victory by bringing the immense resources
of the United States to the support of the Allied cause.

The crushing Russian victory at Stalingrad, the counter-
offensive in the Caucasus and the British and Allied
triumph in North Africa progressively demolished the
whole Gierman strategic conception. To-day the Allies hold
the initative. The Axis is on the defensive against the
Allied strategic conception, Coming weeks and months
will show whether Germany now possesses enough strength
to resist it.

NO LIGETHEARTED OPTIMISM

Confident though the Allies are of complete final victory
they are free from lighthearted optimism. They expect a
struggle long, hard and costly. No losses or obstacles will
deter them from pursuing to the end their supreme object,
which is the total annihilation of Nazism and Fascism as
an indispensable preliminary to the creation of peace and
freedom. Among them there is mo warweariness. There
is a grim determination sustained by overwhelming
strength.

Nor is this strength intended for military purposes only,
Tt is meant to nourish and succour stricken peoples when
Allied arms shall have liberated them. These humane and

redeeming aspects of war are eyen now recelving careful

attention and are being provided for as thoroughly as the
needs of the armed forces. Vagt fleets of merchant shipping
will he required for these purposes. Allied successes in
the Battle of the Atlantic are, therefore, pledged both to
swifter military victory and wider and swifter succour to
famished and ravished peoples when fighting ends.

British opinion understands the mecessity of maintaining
international forces for police work after victory. i
foresces an equal need for international peace forces to

help in rebuilding the welfare of the countries and peoples

shattered by the war. The scheme for relief and rehabili-
tation contains the germ of those peace forces. If armed

victory has still to be won a greater victory over war itself
beckons the Allied peoples éven while they prepare for

the decisive onslaught on the evil foe.
(]

But it




he Bditor of the Madras War

during recent Aur Force an
- flight ] : : ,
) HOPLT talls of gotbing 4 kick out of life. T avazs
.Phad ysome hazy idea  guya jo it n193,1f1£.a B
Sever knew what it really meant till I got 1nJﬁ' he
nft?he Royal Adr: Force on. an operva-twjnall_ 1gd o
OMadms "1t was during the recent Air Force an
Tixercises in South India,

Th happeﬁed on a Sunday—June 1290’ 1943, and I shall
e f te. How can I:
nszei)f 1Lljirft«iet’ahtatki;e dié;.e When I 1‘etur3€dkho€1q, alﬁisﬁ{ﬁ
- : 'se,, I ha ept 1
©omg hom,, of course. i :
imiuliggggleo?wmy |bu]d advent{u‘e—hhey cl}llsed ;nc;f—a}ﬁi
b%essed my stars—implying ¢ You gob a Il touf b
all vight!  But supposing you gob kicked out o G

s iv i d a Victoria Cross
V] T’ got back, I felt as if T ha : ¢
i}ﬂlelcelnon gtu my (:hest for bravery! bLn _plc-uc! wzitsnge.
¢ gnd who wouldn't be? Tt fwalf nﬁy ﬁlist.A.Aylg‘J(;;rr CZ)IDGIM (i) e
— it was in a bomber of the Royal £ i orde
ov::d 11117J ‘\‘\Tlas not just a joyride tfor ]oulu‘lhsts{ bultvez
préc,t‘ice operational flight in wlué:l}ln pl‘ﬁess;neﬁn;\gelgugh .
rivile of « participating—the first 1 .
Eﬂ?ngp]hlav,sl ehge‘-;u donlia in India, and therefore, an historic
oceasion for Indian journalism!

True, pressmen have flown before. O}.} Tunisia ]l)a‘jlgé
for instance, Madras journalists were taken in 2 p o
and shown what Madras and the Tunisian Victory c‘ev
brations looked like from the air—a conducted tpuﬁ 11;
convenient, cushioned seats and w‘1P}1011t ’};he slig tes‘
inconvenience. But not so with us. Our ” planes Welg
to carry out °‘ bombing opel‘_atlons’ sm}lewhere in Sout!
India, and we were ‘ part of the show ’!

AT EARLY DAWN

At early dawn, two officers of the Public Relations
Directorate of the Royal Air Force came, and took us
in a ,motor truck to the aerodrome. The ride in the
moonlight with the early hreeze was bracing and exhila-
rating and I took in deep draughts of the cold morning
air.

. When we arrived at the aerodrome, it was light.
Everyhody was up—observers, pilots and gunners, seated
in  armchaits around tables chatting, smoking and
laughing. The C.0. was seated on the front mudguard
E of a stationary military car, blotting out with a  hanky ’
the sanguinary effects of an early morning shave—a
nmice man with a genial face, to whom everyone took.
While we waited anxiously the leader of our press
Squadron, Wlight-Tieut. Perry, went and spoke to him.
Was all “right ’? Could we g0? Yes, we were to fly!
—but in our happinéss there was also a tinge of nervous-
ness, almost real fear. When strange adventure comes
‘near, they do bring fear, and T am not ashamed to admit it.

Wo sat down on the steps in one corner of a verandah—
and waited. Nothing happened. = The pilots smoked and
' chatted. Some whiled away the time, till the ¢ Zero

 Hour ”” came, | at dice, I watched ‘them with greatb

inferest. They seemed to have not a care in the world.
~ Yet there was an air of

waited for the word ¢ G

Then came coffee—that sweet-smelling  drvink of the -
gods, and the world took on a rosier appearance! And
then that sound from the east! Right out of the morn-
. Jng sun came a fighter plane,—with a white band on
- dts tail. We were ¢ Whites 77,

plane come to report. It circled over the aerodrome a
few times, and then landed. The C.0. and one or two
- other officers rushed off to talk to the pilot. Fast in

he flightsteps of the fichter came other fighters, one
after the other, and soon the place was alive with the

and thither to meet the landing pilots.

hroughout”the'exciting scene, my attention was on-
O laving called the Wing Commander . and one
‘fwo’ others near where we happened to be seated, he
(i’ , @ short discussion, and. then shouted, ‘“ Everybody.
Whereupon® all the ! pilots and other Air Force

nel present there disappeared into fhe Operations
ently to discuss the report just received. When
Uty someone said, “ The weather is against
001 came to know that the flicht had to be
sa,th.ei: conditions Wwere not favourable to

IN A BOMBER ON AN OPERATIONAL FLIGHT .
Revi 01 i th th éoyal ‘Air Force on & pmt_:ticev bombing rand,
c? zv:::; Z«ig?s‘;sp:?;;z:zgv;i ﬁ?ogu'f}: _Indsa. The following are lis impressions of f

T gob a real kick

expectancy all round, as we '
] :

and it was one of our .

- whirr of engines and the moise of trucks moving hither

~ certainly 4
_ attracted ¥

Jing thing—the parachute! When T put it on I had
%‘,%Z lig:age]_iug Ig was tying myself into a knot. {t’-s qr
2 job—but once you learn the technique—I, 2, 3, 4—i
as simple as ABCD.

took a couple of minutes to get into the harness,
buzv‘ian a second Tl‘;e could free ourselves by mmply ban;
ing the gadget attached to our chests, Visions  of
jumping into space from the realm of the clouds gave
us alternating feelings of fear and fun. Water, the fun
predominated, but 1'm not sure that I was ever quite
tree ‘of the fearl | = ;

Then began the waiting game—waiting and watching.
We loitered and loafed around. I ‘wanted to play
¢ patience ”’, but there were no cards. I thought some
paper or periodical would help pass time, but there
were none. I sat in a chair and gazed at the bombers
in the distance. On one of them, I had to fly alone, for
the other journalists would each go separately in a bomber.
Of course, there would be the bomber crew, but a feeling
of my own loneliness was rather oppressive. : £

Chewing the cud of loneliness, I suddenly missed my
parachute! Who could have taken it? Had I put it
somewhere else? All the three assigned to my brother
journalists were there, but mine had gone! Aectually 1t
had flown to the clonds ahead of me, and later it flew
with me—one of the flight-sergeants had taken it ups.
When he returned, 1 retrieved it . ... and hid ib
in a safer place! :

‘“ ZERO HOUR " AT LAST!

‘ Zero Hour ”” came at last. A% about 12-30, we were
asked to stand hy. We hurriedly put on our parachutes, ]
looked ourselves over to see that everything was O.K.—
_and were ready to flyl There was another Royal Air
Force ““ confab .1 In  the Operations Room. And then
they all husted out and got into the waiting trucks in |
groups of three—observer, pilot and air-gunner, wibh
myself in one of the groups, .

To get down from the truck and then get into the
bomber didn’t take more than a couple of niinutes, but
by that time, two of my comrades were alveady in the
air. Before getting in, I surveyed the bomber basking
in the noonday sun. She was a beauty —a vehicle of
dignity and grandeur, of hauteur and calmness of con-
ﬁdenge..aqd-strength. The  observer wag the"ﬁr‘st to
get in—his seat was in the nose of the *bomber— then
the pilot and then I. The air-gunner gave me a lift up
and T settled in beside the pilot’s seat, The air-gunner
must have got in behind, but I didn’t see him during the
whole course of the flight, which took almost exactly
two and a half hours. The pilot shouted ¢ contach, 2
the engines roared, and then we were off] It w
exactly ‘one o/clock when e took off. T looked at :aa;

watch and noted the ti [
right over my head. i Jookd UP. The sun was

As the bomber was m
came up and spoke to
late. Two bombers have
catch them up.
leadimg  machine
Squadron Leader o

oving along the Tunaway, somebod:
the pilot, ¢ You are ton minuobez
ve already taken off. You've got to
Yo}u Te the leader!” Sp T was in the
i?[ththe whole | squadron, heside the
ERais e o bomber flight|  Here on the first
oceasion  iny 7nd_1a when Journalists were t;.ken on): - amn) S
Iog;;xsatill?uz,llle glgltnt,bl v};vas in the first hatch to gos and |
I § i st bomber—leading the inst

S 5 T Test against the
L Igogg’l):utula,ted myself  (and th_uught 1E

£ NUTSHELL IMPRESSION

e‘agt}ile ::)?Jrgger went up, and up, into the blne, The mere
el daway. The world became o crossword puzzle ;
bushes h?llée, &?ﬁ}hﬁu%ii} c’)l'hrecta.ngles; s Emaﬁ j
x 3 . dolls’ ¥ it 55 :
Tivers, snakes. How's ?tha.f, for ;115?Es£&§di%£:;ggz$rénd
When T had filled m i o ‘
1 : Y eyes with th,
otisl;ll?é rIv d.ehberately studied the: i;si‘ggggf the bomber
Bo,Shserver wae busy jotting down 80Me points in a note.
sBmethi'ngn;;ﬂ'(bilneg. ptikllg_tdbr;eetion of th:a_ﬂight. Then he said
course, 1~ couldn’t he, *oushitho inter-com.> tube. Of
g)ﬁ ot;—l;vlaﬁ? 1.ntsp1te of the fact T had struck two pieces of
Cottona 0] ]ill:l 0 my ears, We had al been asked not to
way'.'uli ~d§ii‘d:§5§ra :én;r work of the bomber «eréw
pened then loudly, T couldnit, heas s iy Bt
he attention of the b

P



‘recently flew from the Unaited

Juny 16, 1943]

GIANT UNITED STATES
PLANBS COARRY 90 TONS
OF SUPPLIES TO INDIA
IN FOUR AND A HALF
DAYS.—A flight of C-46
Commando troop and cargo
planes such as the one shown hero

States to India in four and a half
days, delivering - 90 tons of sup-
plies at an Indian base. They
made the 15,000-mile flight from
America by way of Africa without
aloss or mishap. This plane
can transport more than eight tons
at an average speed of 200 miles
an hour or carry 50 fully equipped
saldiers. It has a wing span of
108 feet and 18 powered by twin
2,000 -horsepower engines. Unit
ed States Pilots called * them
¢ Dumnbos ”’ after an elephant of
that name ftn a recent motion
picture cartoon.-

The observer clambered up from his seat and

electric switch mear where i T
sl ek now ere I sat. T said to myself, ““ The
target,”—and locked at my watch. It was 2-15, an
since we started. Suddenly, the Squadron Teader d}:ilg:s
the plane. Down we went. My heart stood still. I caught
my breath. T made an attempt to clutch ‘something to
hold on to—but there was nothing at the sides except some'
mechanical devices and gadgets,—and it would be dan-
gerous to touch them! So I just leaned back. T saw the
Squadron Leader stretch his hand across my neck, and
my heart struck work for a split second. He released a
clutch at the side of me . . . and my heart resumed
its functions! :

WE HIT THE TARGET

The observer looked below, then smiled at the pilot, and
at me. Evidently we had hit the target, an aerodrome
which was the ¢enemy’s’ headquarters. At this moment,
¢ enemy ’ fighters came up, attempting to intercept and
disperse our bombers, but they failed, and a number of
them were ‘“ accounted for ’ by our rear-gunmer.

Time and again we dropped our bombs on the ¢ enemy’s £
aerodrome and every time our bomber dived below, my
heart applied for leave to stop work. Sometimes a row of
coconut trees would suddenly grow bigger and taller, as
we drove roaring towards them—and once I really thought
the end had come!

The C.0. later told us that the type of low-level attack
we carried out that afternoon was the same as that of the
Royal Air Force in its hombing operations on France nnﬂ
the Low Countries and on some of the industrial towns in
Germany. Talk about being thrilled to the marrow of
one’s bones!

The bombing was over. Soon I could see the sea again
and knew .we were nearing home. The runaways and the
buildings came into sight, but what was that patch of white
thick smoke trailing across the ground ? Had our aerodrome

* GERMAN RAILWAYS POUNDED BY

'S are vital to -Germany for tha defence of

%fe%%ﬁ ¢ fortress.” It is unfortunate for her that
they are, since they are peculiarly vulnereble from the
air—far more than any system of road transport; writes
« Qerutator ?’ in. the Observer.  Not only do wrecked
rail tracks take [onger to repair or to - bypass than
wrecked roads, but railway engines and molling stock
cannot  be ‘¢ dispersed ”’ ‘as lorries = cam, whether in
movement or at rest. A single bomb on a moving train
may derail the whole, and destroy not only the vehicle
hit but most of the others.
be disabled, even totally ruined, by, a few shots from
an aircraft’s cannon. L4
There. is the direction in which Allied aviavicn, both
over western Europe and in the DMediterranean, has
during 1943 developed a crescendo of plal}ned smr_l ‘sls-
tained pressure. Besides ' constantly devoting sorties to
attacks on railways and trains, it makes special targets
of factories where engines and rolling stock ars produced
and repaired. = Since the thaw ended, the Russians ‘at
the opposite end of the ‘ fortress ‘have started a simi-,

lar policy. - -

' Tt is impossible to measure the results’ statistically,
but they must already be substantial. Tf railway 'faci-
lities are diminished beyond a: certain point, the  fort~
ress ” cannot be held save on a shortened perimeter.

2

b

We are going to bomb an ¢ enemy’.

The locomotive ilself can

been bombed ?
way the wind was blowing, and help us safely d
and we made a perfect landing—after a perfect bombing!

No. it was just a trail to show us which
own—

Our plane was the first to land. The others followed
later, at intervals of a few minutes. ‘We had been up in
the air, on top of the world, for more than two and a
half hours.

I thanked the C.0. on behalf of his visitors for his
kindness in giving us all facilities and we all, including
the C.0. posed for a photograph. I shall treasure that
photograph as long as I live, as a memento of two and
a half times ‘ ome crowded hour of glorious life.””

A talk broadcast by Mr. T. A. V. Nathan, from A.I.R.,
Madyas, to-day, July 16.

INDIANS DELIVER THE GOODS

JYROM a rail-head somewhere in Irag, Indian drivers
of the R.I.A.S.C. serving in Persia and Iragq have
been helping to carry vital supplies to Russia.

Tiaden with food and military stores convoys of heavy
army trucks, driven by Indians from all parts of India,
from districts as far apart as Madras in the south, to the
North-West Frontier in the west start their long journey
through Persia to a point far north in the country
where the Russians take over the goods. The trucks
then return to their starting station, reload and begin
again their long journey to deliver to the Red Army
weapons which have enabled them to hold the Germans
and will eventually enable them to smash Hitler’s war
machine.

Operating over a route recently brought into use ex-
pressly for the tramsport of TRussian supplies, over some
thousand miles of rough mountainous country, the work
of these Indian drivers is long and arduous. ¢

R.AF.

But that would mean evacuating territory and enabling
the Allies to conduct their general bombing attack on
Germany at a shorter range. X

. Already this general attack seems to be overshadowing
all else in German imagination. ‘While nights are short
round midsummer, the Royal Air Force has been concen-
trating on the nearest big targets, that is, industrial eities
of the Ruhr and the lower Rhine. One by one these hives
of war industry and population are reduced to rubble and
ashes. Places spared hitherto—Krefeld. Mulheim, Elber-
fod—are added in methodical succession to the list of
ruins. The Germans can be under mo illusion that any
will escape. But their fears go further. "
that, as the nights Jengthen, the Royal Air TForce will

worls east and the ruin of the Ruhr be extended step by
e

step across the central Fatherland. y

" The effect of such alarm is to render it very difficult
for the German military authorities to shorten the  fort-
ress ” perimeter. Supposing, for instance, they abandonea
fwo-thirds of Italy, as there might be good military
grounds for doing, they would expose to the Royal Air
Torce cities like Leipzig, Dresden and Vienna, hitherto
unscathed, Can they afford to do that? But equally ean

they « afford, with ever-lessening rail transport to risk

their armies .on fronts so remote from each other? That
is their dilemma. Our business seems to be to go or
sharpening both horns of it till by one or both of th
they are fairly transfixed, = 5 i
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CHIANG KAT-SHEK
DE;I'ERMINED from boyhood to help free China from

Japanese . aggression, Chiang Kai-shek was en-
couraged and inspired by his widowed mother in his
decision to become a soidier. In 1906, at the age of 19,
he entered Paoting Military School. SOLE QUALIFICA-
T10NS| oF A CHINESE OFFICER THEN WERE SKILL WITH
SABRES, ABIUITY TO TIFT AND SWING HEAVY WEIGHTS !

Since Japan gloried in war, even as China, detested it,
Chiare, to learn from his enemies took an advanced course
at Tokyo. There he met and became the disciple of
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Father of modern China. But in 1911,
~ Tmperial Chinese trpops rose against the decadent Manchu
® war lords. Chiang asked for 48 hours leave, bought a
civilian suit, posted uniform and sword to Tokyo Academy
—and returned to Shanghai.

- In 1923, Chiang went to study 'the Soviet military
system, then returned to China to establish the Whampoo
Military Academy. Working from early morning to late
night, he planned courses for his men, trained them and
turned them into first-rate officers well-versed in modern
methods of warfare. Now the Academy produces splendid
commanders for China’s army divisions. 2

CHIANG'S GREAT CRUSADE

Blected to the Central Executive of the Kuomintang
(China’s People’s Party) in 1925, a year later, Chiang led
a great crusade of the Chinese people in their struggle
for freedom. They swept the country. Nanking fell.
Shangai was about to come to terms—when suddenly the
People’s front collapsed, Chiang’s followers believing that
he was about to compromise with the enemy. Actually,
he was on the point of raising a loan from the bankers,
who, sick of plundering war lords, looked to him to estab-
lish peace and order.

For the next ten years Chiang set about a tremendous
ta.sk—uu}fm_ng China, which for thousands of years had
been split into factions ruled by quarrelsome war lords.

A man of iron will, supreme moral and physical courage,

“he succeeded.

Japan, dreading a united China, struck in 19387. Much
territory was seized by the enemy, but Chiang mnever
. wavered. Every political group in the country was united

behind Chiang, the one man who could command the

loyalty of the whole Chinese people.

Great towns fell to the enemy—one after another. But
despair never entered Chiang’s mind. ¢ My armies will
bend but not break, he said. To Japanese peace over-
tures he replied characteristigally: ¢ When I started
15 years ago. I had only 2,000 cadets And T had
no money; and I licked the war lords. Today I have half
of China and the friendship of America and England
. . Let the Japanese come.” >

MAN OF SIMPLE TASTES

i great man has simple tastes, lives in a ten-

ouse in a Chungking suburb. Chiang is opti-

‘patient, imperturbable. He is one of the hardest
of the Allied war leaders, His day begins st

oLy 16, 1043
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MAKER OF MODERN CHINA

6-30; at the end of the day, which may be midnight or
three in the morning, he writes his diary. He has kept
a diary for 27 years. :

His wife—formerly . : )
educated daughter of the famous Soong family—is his
constant companion. He says she is ‘ worth ten divisions
of troops’’ to him; Married in 1927, th_ey have rarely
been parted. Chiang adopted Christianity—his wife’s
faith—soon after marriage.

Madame Chiang has proved .an invaluable helpmate,
devoting her remarkable intelligence, organizing abz_hty
and brilliant social gifts to the service of the nation.
Thanks to their efforts, China, once undeveloped, now
ranks with Britain, America and Russia as a world power.

(Generalissimo  and Madame Chiang, at Britain’s invita-
tion, visited India in February 1642, for conferences with

* other leaders. y

Chiang Kai-shek is far more than a great general and
administrator. He is the living symbol of China’s epic
fight for freedom, he is one of the makers of modern
China.

THREE REMARKABLE WOMEN

The Soong sisters are the three most r_emarkable women
in China to-day. They are very distinct persona.ities,
and each has made her special contribution to China in
her own way.

Mei-Ling, the youngest and most versatile sister, is
known ang admirgd a,llg over the world as Madame Chiang
Kai-shek. Her energy, courage and practica: ability
have been tested in many different fields. She has re-
organized the Chinese Air Ferce, she deals with all the
(eneralissimo’s foreign contacts and correspondence, she
directs women’s' war work, and, personally trains teachers
to go into the country and orgamise health centres.
has started war orphanages where thousands of homeless
children are growing up in safety and being cared for
and educated., Her recent address to the United States
Congress has been acclaimed as one of the best speeches
ever made by the representative of a foreign power.

‘Eling, the eldest sister, is the wife of Dr. H. H. Kung,
China’s Finance Minister. Amn expert on finance in her
own right, she has perhaps a more severe practical out-
laok than the other two. When the Japanese attacked
China in July 1927, Madame Kung threw herself into
wat work, discovering her marked ‘taient for orpanization
and business. She provided ambulances and trucks for
the army out of her private funds, started well-equipped
hospitals on her own initiative, organized the sale of
Liberty Bonds. When the Industrial Co-operatives were
started, Madame Kung ‘gave the movement her full sup-
port, and she takes a keen interest in textile and other
manufactures. She hopes that in time Chinese women
may find greater freedom and leisure when their household
work ds lightened by running water and mechanical
appliances.

‘Chingling, the second sister, is an idealist, -beautiful in
character and ‘appearance, who has devoted her life to
carry on ‘the work of her husband, Dr. Sun Yat-Sen.
She married him at the age of 20, when-he had only a few
more years to live, strenuous vears spent in the political
education  of his people. Chingling worked hard as
Dr. Sun’s secretary, dealing with his French and English
‘correspondence. After his death she continued his work
in the Kuomintang School and served on the Central
Executive Committee of the Kuomintang. When the
breach came between Chiang Kai-shek and the Commu-

nists, she retired from public life, urging in her farewell

message that the new China must be built on the founda-
tions of the people and peasants. The guerilla warfare
which the country people are waging everywhere today
has justified her prophetic words. Madame Sun was the
first of the three sisters to take an active interest in, and
give her support to, the Industrial Co-operatives.

SHE GAVE THE JAP A HEADACHE

Somewhere among the Japanese at, the foot of the
Chin Hills a srldier nurses a very sore hand. He was
with a party who ertered a village and because the
villagers ' efused to render assistance the headman was
tied to a chair while a sentry was posted to guard him.

The sentry walked around, yawned and finally went .

to slvep. The headman’s wife crept un ‘o the Jap,
sn-tched his rifle away from him and hit him over the
head ‘with it. = Se the» untied her husband and
towether they fled into the jungle. The sentry was

19'& unconseious,

Mei-Ling, beautiful, American

She

W
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THE af apﬁél]]lese have destroyed or mow control 90 per
cent of ina’s factories and have made refu
50,000,000 of her people. How have the %hiﬁes’geee;egﬁ
ahle to stand up under all this? How can they continue
to do it until the United Nations relieve them by re-
conquering Burma and reopening the Burma.!Road'r‘

I learned the answers to these question: i
. recent trip to China as Chairman ufqthe meg‘;:::ngcoﬁ?
mittee in Aid of Chinese Industrial Co-operatives.

|

Eight Chinese refugees were living in a cave i
Shillipoo. By eating roots and foraging for 2‘;::11?: g£
food, these men were barely able to keep alive. They
were given a loan of 3,000 yuan' (about $150) by the
%%;‘;ft;‘}?l S;-opﬁratll‘:e Division of United China Relief
g is they bought wood y
i fd and made a loom, but then

“ Now ’’, they said, ‘‘ we have to get metal t g
wheels that throw the shuttle and ghe gears. oTll!L‘:jtee v‘;‘;:
no gray iron available, no steel of any sort. They solved
the problem by melting down brass Chinese coins (the kind
with the hole in the middle), taking such excellent wheels
that their loom proved twice as efficient as an ordinary
one. In two years’ time, they had buijlt eight buildings
with their own hands, had constructed 22 looms, and were
feeding 92 other refugee members. They made blankets,
canvas, cotton cloth and silk cloth. They had cut school
:;;zl;}s mTﬁhe Clllff, ]?nél murll_y of thehrefugees still lived in

f ey also had a climic wit 2 ici
b and doctor Zvithin call. st S

Give a Chi?gese a few scraps of metal, some bits of

wood and wire and string and, in no time at all, he'll

have a defence fattory going full blast and growing all

over the place. China’s 1,600 co-operatives are sirictly
b bad mnews for Japs.

They had a playground for the children, with swings
and slides, and a basketball team that played in sectional
tournaments. They have long since paid back the original
loan, and their co-operative now has a net worth of more
than $11,000.

ONCE A TEMPLE

At a place called Garden City outside Paoki (pronounced
' Pow-gee) stands a Buddhist temple. A stone in the entry-
way bears witness that it was rehabilitated in the second
century, A.D. A robed Taoist priest still remains in the
holy place but it has been given over to a co-operative of
wounded soldiers. There were originally 35 men cared for
there, some with a leg off, a few blind, others with arms
missing. They were given a loan of $1,200 and began
weaving. In the course of time, five men recovered suffi-
ciently to go back to the army. Fach departed with
®50 as his share of the profits. The co-operative has paid
back half the original loan and has added steadily to
its equipment. .
' The greatest of all examples of ingenuity is found on the
hill on the edge of Chungking,  the present capital. The
direst of all Chinese needs, next to food, is g_asolene_». The
Chungking Co-operative found an old marine boiler on
the bank of the Yangtze river. It was rusted and corroded
and seemingly worthless, but the Chinese began cutting
the boiler up by hand. Having no cutting torches, they
used cold chisels and sledge hammers. : ced o

What they intended to make were cracking plants

transform tﬁng-oil into gasolene.. They eventually made
five cragking plants out of that old wreck,

A TOUGH BLACKSMITHING JOB e
h,hdt'bwstobendtheirnn. ey dug a hole
in'l;',hee ;:ouiid ]ostar{?ed a fire, ran a bamboo: tube to the
hole and- forced in air through handmade beilows.
gver the fire they Placl;.idt ﬂ“'!t plate
heated it to a white piteh,
inet’:)d’sha;z ?)y ;m.nd, using main force and ‘sledge hammers.

CHINESE INDUSTRIAL CO-OPERATIVES

By J. HENRY CARPENTER

SpIE 3 Chairman, American Committee in Aid of Chinese Industrial Co-operatives

Lieut.-General Joseph W. Stilwell, Commander of United States
Forces in China. Burma and India, adjusts his cap as he arrives
at the White House in Washington for a lengthy conference with
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. General Stilwell returned to
Washington. from the Far East with Magor-General Claire
L. Chennault, Commander of the 14th United States Air Force in
China, to confer with Mr. Roosevelt and General George
O. Marshall, United States Army Chief-of-Staff.

700,000 BLANKETS

. The Chinese co-operatives provided the army with 700,000
blankets last year, made on hand-constructed looms under -
the worst possible conditions. When the big thread-
twisting plant at Sian was bombed out of operation, there

* followed a great need for cotton thread for the warp of

the blankets and cloth.

At Hanchung a young Chinese workman made a thread
twisting machine out of wood, the only steel used being two.
pieces supplied by the ‘ wishbone ” of a wrecked American
car. The greatest need was for steel for the spindles that
held the bobbin, and when that wasn’t available, the young
genius improvised two small wooden bobbin-carriers that
lay flat instead of upright and allowed the thread to come
oft without the use of a spindle. The machine handl
94 bobbins at a time, doing an estimated 20 per cent bet
job than was possible with the former equipment.

In practically all cases, the machines made of sticks and
bits of wire operate more _efficiently than the original

et

< Those five plants now provide 10,000 gallons of g
a day,”’ I was told proudly.

210 to $20 a gallon, for the pootest,
e o e B O Siih aloohel. The value of

the plant can be measured by these ﬁgures..,
west China on a truck.

T rode 1,700 miles through riorth L a b
Tlﬁa ?ii:t 'Zn,rried wool from Lanchow to Paoki. . ﬂx
from Paoki, I travelled to ‘Chengtu in ‘another truck, this
one carrying cotton. The wool. had_a_value of $500 in
Lanchow. It was sold in Paoki for’ $1,500. Th.q trip @ps}
P e12000: LR .

inst:
*

SHANGHAT WORKMEN'S FEAT ;
When Shanghai was evacuated, one group of workmﬁk
carried a planer and a drill on their backs for hu ﬁg;ea; X
miles until they could get it to a river. Then thy
carried it by sampan to Paoki—a 1,500-mile trip. - When
they got to Paoki, they set up the equipment. For po;
&ey tised an old wooden wheel which was turned



‘« We are about to embark on the most m_nmentoua-
i erdzrz'ise of the war, striking for the firsttime at %e
; enemy in his own land. Success means the openi g;
of a Second Front with all that implies and the firs
move fowards the rapid and decisive defeat of our
jies. ¥ c
w‘”:)ur object is clear ; and our primary duty s to
place this vast expedition ashore in the miramuin
time, and, subsequently, to mainiave our mzlw.m;y
and air forces as they drive relentlessly forward into
territory.
Gw?‘wﬁz the li;yht of this duty, great risks must be ang
are to be accepted. The safety of our own ships, an
all distracting considerations are to be velegated fo a
second, place, or disregarded, as the accommplishment
of our primary duty may Teguire. |
“On every commanding officer and rating 7€sts
the individual and personal duty of ensuring that 70
Jflinching in determination or failure of effori on his.
own part will hamper this great enterprise,
“ I rest f n  the 7esolut
endurance of yow all to whom this
enterprise is entrusted.”’

—ADMIRAL SIR A, B CUNNINGHAM in a message
to all® the ships in the Allied Fleet toking
part in the Sicilian expedition on 9th July 1943

will - and,
momentows

Later, they took an engine out of an old automobile
and geared it to the power shaft. A charcoal burner;
made in their own shop, furnished gas to run the motor.
The old hand-turned wheel had furnished only enough
power to run one machine at a time. The new installation
supplied more than enough to run the planer and drill

together.
" A TRIUMPH OF MANFOWER :
When trucks break down, men come forward to carry
the loads. Men hbear burdens of as much as 150 pounds
on trips of 500 miles. With sbicks across their shoulders,
&

allowing the load to be evenly distributed, they trudge
steadily on as long as daylight lasts, often averaging 15
hours a day. Ancient four-wheeled carts, each carrying
about a thousand pounds, are pulled by ropes in front and
pushed from behind. They cover amazing distances.

At _Shuang-shih-pu is a co-operative coal mine which is
9 miles from the nearest road (in fact the only road im
north-west China). The coal is transported that distance,
in wicker baskets carried on men’s backs, over a mountain
pass and by fording two rivers, >

Since there is no wood pulp in many sections, paper is
being made out of straw. A great source of straw is old
straw sandals, and piles of discarded shoes are to be seen
around a paper-making plant. The paper-makers put: the
straw in a large mixer vat with chemicals to soften the
fibres. Then a silk screen held by two wooden handles is °

PROGRESS IN

3 ’

]’3E Chinese Ministry of Information recently pub-
lished a review of Government achievements ~in

1949 wherein noteworthy progress is recorded in adminis-

tration, education, economic reconstruction, and othen
g_e]ds.t Internally, the Goyernment gave special atten-
tion to

increasing administrative efficiency. The pro-
gramme of planning, execution and examination which
was firsy tried out in 1941 was improved upon last year.

erlapping organizations in the different provinces
Were mostly reorganized and incorporated. Eighteen
proyinces and one special municipality = had People’s
Political Councils for advising the Government on
administration. e

In 1942 judicial administration was centred on the
reparation of handling of law cases involving foreign
nationals after the abolition of consular jurisdiction. The
inistry of Justice was transferred from the Judicial
an to the Rxecutive Yuan for closer co-operation
with other Ministries. Universities were asked to help,
ain judicial personnel in their departments of law, and
tors ‘were enlisted to interpret for foreign nationals

volved in law sui The Ministry reports that in Free

lowered into the vat. A thin layer of the dissolved mix-
ture is.deposited on the screen. The layer is picked oft the
screen by use of a piece of felt and then placed on a hot
stone slab. When it dries, it is peeled off, piece by piece.
This is newsprint, upon which a one-page paper is turned
out on a small hand press.

CARDING DEVICE

‘When the supply of replacement material for the wool-
carding machine was cut off from the only source, England,
they made a substitute of their own. The original carding
devico was small wires held in a heavy belt. Tt combed
out the wool being drawn through it. Tacking this ¢ card
clothing ”” the Chinese took the steel bands that often come
on packing cases, hacked notches in them and substituted
them for the carding wires. Then they needed nails to put
these strips on a revolving drum—but had none. They
sent from Paoki. to Chungking, 1,200 miles, to gef 10
pounds of nails. The finished machine was a triumph. It
was entirely hand-made and highly efficient.

There are 1,590 co-operatives in China and this year the
Government of China is appropriating $5,000,000 for their
promotion and - loans. — The co-operatives produced
$30,000,000 worth of goods last year and will far exceed
that in 1943. Tnstead of attempting the hopeless task of
feeding the refugee Chinese, the co-operatives give them:
money for tools and equipment, and they feed themselves.
At the same time they are producing needed war and civie
lian supplies during the period of China’s greatest need.

FREE CHINA

China in' the past year there were 24 higher courts, 97
branch higher courts, and 400 lower courts. ®

. OQutstanding change in China’s

tion during the year was the takin
finance administration by the National Government and
the strengthening of hsien (county) finance. State mono-

Dbolies of salt, sugar, tobacco and matches proved suceess-
ful during the yea; :

financial administra-
g over of provincial

Progl;ess was also noted in education and production
among ‘other fields. Free, China had 232,145 primary
schools with 92,343,484 students, Tn July 1942, in
spite of unforeseen handicaps, Government enterprises
completed from 60 to 80 per cent of their 1942 produc-
bion  programme, Ministry reports. Free China
farms yielded 48,640,962 piculs. (ohe picul equals 110 1b.)
Of foodstuffs more than ordinary harvests as a resulb of
the ““Increased Production ' campaign launched at the
E(:%x;:;;g';v of lasz yea.r,dwhi]i the nation had 28,74%
CO- 11Ve 'societies under the new hsi | ith
2,848,642 membets, s Her, Beion syst‘e}'n’ g

Air
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LIFE IN CHINA’S WARTIME CAPITAL

By MARTIN MOORE

1 vest Joomiest place I
KING is the gayest and the gl ;
Oggiv (jver visited. Gaiety is In the faces a::%d b;acliltng
of the people. Gloom is in the grim, grey, s}}::a er:ﬂnenz-,é
a ruined slum rising on steep " clifts above the co:
of two muddy Tivers. :

S

1 re. Wil hat
an show no devastation to compare. with W
Oh%?lgzgc had seen. Coventry and Rotterdaﬁm hatx{e ul:;::
more savage raids, but no city has suffered sutit (f;ls mbeen
punishment, as China’s wartime capital.
destroyed piecemeal, not once but several times.

of 1 1 i d night,
f its raid alarms lasted continuously, day an b,
fo?r:vg \:reseks, during which the s All-Clear ’ was never
sounded. :

BUILDINGS REBUILT ' o

its buildings have been destroyed amd Teuilt
fofx?n;id()fﬁ;estixgzs. %ecaxuse of the likelihood that there
will have to be more reconstruction they have not beer
re-erected with any idea of permanence.

i {ldings as remmined repairable have almost
allS%ilénhré:teguovergf)y military and Governuent bodies.
The better dwelling-houses are of mud an bamiboo, roofed
with. thatch. Tens of thousands of people are. living in
homes that ave a~ patchwork of salvaged timber and
matting.

. Every strip of  vacant ground is  cultivated in the
serupulous  Chinese way. These green crops and the
mounds of tangerines in the fruiterers’ shops zvagi the flags
and banners hanging in the streets are the ovly splashes
of colour-in grey Chungking.

There are 420,000 people living in the cenfral area of
the capital. All of them dress in black or blue or brown,
and your first-impression is that everybody not in uniform
is engaged in selling something. Ivery street is lined
with shops so small that there are 20 or 30 of them in a
hundréd yards. Hawkers, moreover, squat beside their
trays on the pathway.

The shops are open-fronted booths in which domestic
fe proceeds as a background to commerce. At whatever
time you pass there is always a meal in the dark recesses
of the shop. Shutters are put up so late at night and
taken down so early in  the morning that the city seems
perpetually awake.

Chungking is a difficult city to get about in. The streets
were shattered with the houses, and though main thorough-
: fares have been repaved, many are only tracks of trodden
i earth which turns to ankle-deep mud after a shower.

The infrequent motor-buses, running on vegetable oil,
are yob frequent enough to keep the windless air constantly
heavy with the sickly odour of their exhaust. There are
no trams and no faxis. The few cars to be seen belong
‘to Government officials or foreign diplomates.

Most people walk. The alternative is some aged rick-
shaw, its parts: tied together with bits of string and wire.
Rickshaws are expensive, and a few fares a day enable
‘a coolie o earn as much as a university professor. Many
of Chungking’s roads are too steep for a rickshaw and
_the conveyance is a litter, carried by two coolies.

.. The most remarkable feature of the Chinese capital is
its famous system of air raid shelters. The hillsides are
honeycombed with tunnels, which can accommodate the
entire population.

TUNNEL-SHELTERS

- The head of the A.R.P. organization showed me round
one of the largest of these dugouts where 6,000' people
.can sit in perfect safety with 100 feet of solid rock between
them and the Japanese bombs. The cave has three
entrances as well as a ventilating shaft, through which
‘electric fans draw fresh air. Every resident in the loca-
‘hty has his appointed place in the tunnel and there is a
special section for passers-by or strangers.

_ A long-range warning slysfem gives people several hours’
otice of impending attaclk, o there is no excuse for
myone not to go to his proper place in his own shelter.

While there are half a dozen of these huge shelters the
policy has been to dig smaller caves accommodating

] ﬁeopls. Even the smallest has two entrances, because
i e«_aarly raids on Chungking debris often blocked the
v’a,nd people were imprisoned until a way could be
t.hmu)gh. Apart from fhese public shelters, most
and Government depaittments have their own dug-
together there are about 700 tunmnelled into the

Like London, Chungking has had a long respite. Thanks

to the growing Allied fighter strength in China, a raiding
force would now almost certainly be destroyed or t}lrned
back before it could reach the capital. The enemy is too
much occupied elsewhere to make the attempt.

The mist which descends on the sunbaked city at the
end of September is its surest protection. People know
that the pall will scarcely lift before May and that until
then they are safe from raiders. But though danger is
not imminent and may mneyer come agaln, the A.R.P.
organization, with its 20,000 volunteers, is kept in a state
of constant readiness. At an hour’s motice bakeries can
be turned on to produce millions of special ‘‘iron ration *
cakes in case The city’s population should be confined for
days on end in the shelters.

When you leave the capital and go out into the country
districts you realize how thoroughly China is being
mobilized. Everywhere small "detachments of soldiers are
on the march. In 700 miles’ driving I was hardly ever
out of sight of soldiery.

ENORMOUS MANPOWER

Military lorries are almost the only mechanical transport
to be met with, but they are not enough to satisfy the
needs of the armies. Great quantities of supplies have
to be moved hundreds of miles by manpower—carried in
handcarts, each pulled by half a dozen  Labour Corps
coolies.

China claims to have an army of 10,000,000 men. Not
all of them are under arms, because there are not enough
weapons for all. Toreign observers estimate that the
immediate - effective strengfh is between 2,000,000 and
3,000,000. But the country’s potential manpower if the
arms were available, is enormous,

Every man between 18 and 45 is liable for military
training. From the reservoir of trained men. the actual
call-up is by lot. A district is ordered, for example, to
send 1,000 men to the army, and the luck of the draw
decides who is to go. Hven under the urgency of war
C‘hmar’s immemorial cult of the family is respected.
Lvery man is entitled to perpetuate his line, so an only
son is never called to the colours.

Almost everything seems against happiness in China,
a long war, uncertainty about what will happen after-

(Juny 16, 1043

wards, the nearness to the hone of daily life now, high - |

prices, high taxes and the shortage of almost all manu-
factured goods. Yet China is cheerful. Never anywhere

have T seen so many faces in which laughter was the
habitua] expression, :

In the main street of Chungking one day I saw a man =

riding a bicycle—a rare treasure he was lucky to possess.

{E[e ran over a brick and the bicycle frame snapped in
WO.

d costs the
this was more than a mis-
fortune. Tt was a tragedy. Yet the gathering erowd
laughed—and no one [aughed more heartily than the
victim as he picked himself up out of the mud.

In a country where agsecond-hand bi
equivalent of £50 to £100 bicycle

W;l‘nl;ata nsgene seimetl to tyyl)]ify lchina,. Devastation and
war hang over her like Chunking’ ifti
cloud, but underneath she is smiling b unllfb?ng

—Condensed from “ The Daily  Telegraph.”

 ENTHUSIASM

America’s Air Trans
thing in the air, from tiny pipers to hu i
: i ge four-engined
bO}nbers. They ,ﬂy food and refuge 's and ger;g;‘ls:ls
Ero‘gm (;c:ﬁ confer qgmkly with other generals and guns
medicine and engi d i
ey gines and clothing., Mostly they
** Except one pilot T flew with’ sai ;
““ he would always come down Tow évesa’ld Ao

r cemeteries and
yell < Wake up and fight for America !’ !
missed 2 cemetery.” 8 America |’ He never

—The Buffalo Euemhy News Ma;;aziﬂe. 2

port Command men fly every- -
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HE formation of a Tactical Air Force of the Royal

Air Force in Great Britain adapts in the northern
Buropean zone and as the aerial spearhead for future
invasion of the Continent, a method of air fighting that
was born in the sands of the Western Desert and developed
to complete victory in Tunisia.

Germany thought she had the answer to the problem of
co-operation between air forces and armies in the field of
battle. I[mmense fleets of Stuka dive-bombers acted as
“ aerial artillery ’, extending the range of big guns and
bombing wherever the army commander wanted any part
of the battiefield softened up. Aganst almost defenceles
Poland and unprepared France this method worked well.
Against the puny Royal Air Force in Greece it was costly
but it still worked. From many points on the Allied sidé
there were loud demand that similar fleets of dive-hombers
should be built for:work with Allied armies.

NEW CONCEPTION OF THE USE OF AIRCRAFT

But over the sands of the Libyan desert a new idea was
formulating, a new conception of the use of aireraft in
battle was growing. A few scattered squadrons of the
Desert Air Fonce fighters and bombers were being built into
a un.iﬁed striking power. This new air idea was already
working; but not in sufficient strength, when Rommel
broke through at Gazala on June 17, 1942. It was just
sufficient to tip the scales and enable the Germans to be
held at Alamein by July 6. The following October it was
a major factor in the great victory at Alamein and the
chase that followed across the desert to Tripoli.

When the two Allied prongs begdn to grip Tunisia from
the west and south, the air forces were overlapping.
After the Casablanca conference they were co-ordinated.
All the air power used in the immediate battlefield was
combined into one force and placed under the command of
Air Marshal Sir Arthur Coningham, former Desert Air
Commander. For the first time this air battle power was
called Tactical Air Force, thofich it was no more than an
extension of the idea. which had grown up in the Western
Desert without that name.

In North Africa the Tactical Air Force was in two
sections. In the west it consisted of fighter groups (British
and American) and a tactical bomber force which was
predominently American. In the south it was simply the
old Western Desert air force with its @ fighters, fighter
bombers and day bombers augmented by the powerful
night bomber force of the Middle East.

The whole force was a boxer, Its left fist was the
section in Tunisia, its right fist the Desert air force. The
former worked in collaboration with the British First
‘Army and the Second United States Army Corps, the
latter with the British Eighth Army.

The idea of tactical air forces had completely justified
itself. Born in the hard battles of the Western Desert,
it was brought to perfection in Tunisia. Tt was a weapon
forged from experience, mightier than any air weapon the
world had hitherto seen, mightier far than any air forces
which the enemy organized ** in support”’ of their armies.
It was the quintessence of the Royal Air Force’s experience
of air fighting in the field of battle.

HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

Historians. may rate the emergence of this tactical air
force idea in this war as highly as that of the tank in the
last. Now an idea that was conceived and developed in
the African battle has been transferred to the mnorthern
Huropean zone. The Royal Air Force in Britain has g
Tactical Air Torce, to he the spearhead in the air when
the Allied armies debouch on the Continent. It will not
use\ the same tachics as its counterpart in Africa, for
tactics contifiually change. But it will have as its basis
his oreat. conception of the role of the air in modern
battle, that of concentrated power striking from its own
glement. On such basis theTe fs sound confidence in its
uture.

BOMBING TO SHORTEN WAR

MANY pictures of air raid damage have been pub-
lished in Britain, but none like those of Dusseldorf.
This is not damage but devastation. This is not ‘¢ raid-
ing *’ either. Eyen the word battle ?? is inadequate. No
battle yet fought hbetween armies inflicted such destruc-
tion as can now fall upon a great city in a singls hour.
Tt is more like the aftermath of some u:ataclysm of
nature,

: AERIAL SPEARHEAD OF

By Wing "OOMMANDER L. V. FRASER

INVASION

Colonel General Jurgen von Arnim, supreme Commander of
German and Italian jorces defeated by the Allies in North
Africa, steps from an auto ab the tent of Lieutenant-General,
Kenneth A. N. Anderson, British First Army Commander, -
after a 100-mile ride from the scene of his capture in the Cap
Bon sector. This picture was transmvitted, by radio from North
Africa to the United States.

—US.0WI.

We may recognize the appalling power of this weapon
without abating a jot of our determination to use it
to the full against our ruthless enemies. They knew
the force of it and wiclded it without mavey. But 8
it remained for more ingenious minds on the Allied i
side to realize that here was something new and start- b
ling in warfare, and to use it as such. ‘What we are
seeing mow is a strategical  softening-up ’ before the
final assault, which may be compared with the tactical
¢ softening-up *’ which' preceded the infantry advances
of the last war. It is as if the Allies, to sayve the lives
of their soldiers, are reaching out with a huge mechanical
arm to crush and demoralize the enemy. Hence Duis-
burg and Dusseldorf, Krefeld and Mulheim. Towns
ave being wiped out as effective organisms at one stroke.

Yet let us recollect that the process is' not entirely
mechanical.  When we read of the loss of 30 or 40
bombers, we should remember that it means the loss also
of hundreds of fine men. The task of these'men is nat
to drop their bombs upon some defenceless Rotterdam,
Warsaw or Belgrade. | They have to fight their way out
and back again through miles of massed anti-aircratt
fire and against fleets of mnight fighters. - They are the
bravest of the brave.

Our enemies are crying out against a retribution that
became inevitable when they first used the Luftwaffe as
a threatening instrument of power politics, and there
are fools in_ this country who echo these cries.
may sympathize with their soft-heartedness without shar:
ing their soft-headedness. For if we do not finish this
thing, it will finish us. TIf we held off now and allowed
the Axis Powers to rebuild their declining air strength
there could be mno future for civilization. As the Arch:
bishop of York has wisely pointed out, the real justi
cation for continuing this bombing of military objecti
is that it will shorten the war and may save
hundreds of thousands of lives. ;
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WAR

BRITAIN AND THE COMMONWEALTH

10rE JULY.—Lord Wavell addressed Indian trai f
the Bevin Boys' Group in London, and said tha.at';miiestﬁe
new post which he was shortly going to occupy, he would
do something to repay the debt he owed to India.

Mr. Bevin, Minister of Labour, announced that there
was under consideration expansion of the training scheme
so that more men might come from India and their stay
be prolonged from six to nine months.

11re JULY.—Mr. Hen L. Stimson dined i
Mr. Churchill at 10, Dclgning Street. His visitWI:};
England is interpreted as intended to arrange definite
time-table for launching new campaigns at the close of
the Battle of Sicily. Greece is high up in the list for
liberation. :

12t JULY.—An air-raid on the east coast of England

took placer and high explosives and incendiaries were

dropped.

14ne JULY.—Mr. Churchill refused to agree to a

suggestion in the House of Commons for amending th
Atlantic Charter. Sleees

* * * * *

UNITED STATES AND THE ATLANTIC

1lre JULY.—Mr. Henvy Stimson, United States
Secretary of War, has arrived in London,

l4rm JULY.—President Roosevelt has issued a message
to Krance on the ‘‘ Bastille Day,” the anniversary of
the French Revolution.

* i * * * *

ITALY AND TEE MEDITERRANEAN

718 JULY.—Bomber squadrons of the Allies, supported
by swarms of fighter bombers carried out unremitting
night raids on the Axis airfields in Sicily and Sardinia,
and the air assault on the Italian islands must be con-

sidered to have reached the peak of intensity. Opposi-
tion was insignificant.
8rE JULY.—According to a German mnews agency,

German estimate of the Allied Forces in the Mediter-
ranean include several units of the Anglo-American
fleet, inciuding two battleships of the King George
class, American cruisers, and several aircraft carriers.
There are also concentrations of several hundred thou-
sands of transport shipping in Port Said. The Allies
in the Mediterranean area from North Adfrica to Syria
have some 44 infantry divisions, and fifteen to twenty
tank formations. They include Anglo-American parachute
battalions and two airborne divisions and two Polish
divisions brought, via Persia to Syria and Palestine. These
formations also include Greek, Czech, Serb and Syrian
immigrants. Bxcluding the large forces available for
garrison purposes, the forces available for an offensive
against Southern Europe are only a fraction of the entire
Allied, Forces in the Mediterranean.

9ra JULY.—Two waves of Libei‘ai;qr@ attacked Catania
in Sicily, dropping a quarter of a million pounds of high
explosives, 2

101w JULY.—The Pope has been promised by Mr. Roose-
velt that the status of the Vatican would be respected
during the invasion of Europe by the Allies.

 Powerful Allied Forces under the gomma:nd by General
EBisenhower, began landing operations n Sucily this
morning on the rock-studded Western tip of Sicily with
the support of the British and American Naval Forces
and Allied aircraft are hommering road communications,
- Italian Naval Forces are wm action and there has been a
violent air battle soutlh of Sicily. The place of. landing
4s only 260 miles from Rome. Awmis éroops in Sicily
number 300,000. The battle of Africa ts over; the battle
of Burope has begumn.

11t JULY.—Allied advance troops are d.rivjng inlal_]d
into Sicily. There are more than 2,000 vessels involved in
the Sicilian landing operations.

190e JULY.—The Allies are now in possession of all
major Italian ports and airfields in south-east corner 9f
Sicily—Syracuse,  Awola, Pachino, Pozallo‘, Scoglitti,
Gela, Licata, Ispica, Rosolini and Nofo. (Jape Passero
at the south-east corner of Sicily, is' now firmly in Allied
* hands. General Montgomery is now in command of the
British forces in Sicily. Military objectives towards Oata
is now a sea of flames as a result of Allied air pounding.

’
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Bitter battle is raging for Rugusa, near the south-east
corner of Sicily. This town is defended by 30,000 Germans
under the command of Marshal Kesselving. On the whole,
enemy resistance is less than expected. Liberators of
the Ninth United States Air Force have starfed attack-
ing aerodromes in Southern Italy.

13re_ JULY.—Three more places, Augusta, a mnaval -
base, Florida, eight miles inland from Sysacuse and.
Ragusa have been taken by the Allies in Sicily. Enemy
resistance in Sicily is stiffening and Allied troops come
across more Germans and more 75 m.m, guns, American
and Canadian forces have linked up at Ragusa and the
whole invading force is knitting itself together. Allies
hqv_e capiured an Ttalian General. The forces attacking
Sicily is the Fifteenth Army Group and is under Command
of General Alexander. It includes the British Eighth Army
under General Montgomery and the Seventh United States
Army under General Paton. Sicilians welcome the Alljes.

A united anti-Fascist Front has been formed in Italy.
1472 JULY.—The defences of Catania i; Sicily are

being stormed. The American troops are advancing
towards Agrigento.
* * *® *® *

GERMANY AND OCCUPIED EUROPE

8t JULY.—Heavy raid by the Royal Air Force took
place over Cologne. ~More than 1,000 tons of bombs were
dropped. :

9re JULY.—Cologne, Capital of Rhineland, the most
bombed city in the world, had its 118th raid by the Royal
Air Force, and the United States Army Eighth Air Force.
German aircraft hases in enemyheld France were also
pounded.

100 JULY.—General Kazimierz Sosakowski has been
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Armed Forces
of Kree Poland (functioning in London) and acting Pre-
mier Stanislad Mikolajozyk has been asked to form a new
Cabinet.

The Axis are reported to have 70 regular divisions in
the Balkans exclusive of air and naval staffs. This force
is made up of approximately 14 German divisions, 33
Italian, 21 Bulgarian and some Croats and Hungarians.
Ir is estimated that there are two Italian and two German
infantry divisions in Crete, excluding air and naval
personnel which may represent another two divisions.
Rhodes has three Italian divisions and some Germans.

* * * " * *

RUSSIA

8reE JULY.—Fourth day of the- offensive. Russians
for the first time throw in their own medium weight
tanks to stem the Nazi onslaught with heavy German
Tigers in the north and south of the Kursk bulge. -
The Germans have struck at the two ends of the bulge
in an attempt storm the town. Orel is the northern end
of this front. The German offensive has made “ some
advance !’ in the Byeclogorod area on the southern road to
Kursk. The German plaw was to start the offensive with the
Central Army Group attacking in Byelogorod-Orel-KKursk
area, break through both to north and south of Kursk,
and attack Kursk itself to open the gateway across the
black earth country towards Voromeshwgvhich is the key
point for a switch northward round the uneck of Moscow.
Soviet Command has not yet revealed who is command-
ing the Russian army. German forces, according to
Moscow radio, taking part in the offensive consist of
fifteen panzer divisions, one motorized division, and
fourteen infantry divisions. Numerous ZLujftwaffe forma-
tions from other sectors of the Russian front and also
from Western Europe have been thrown into the offensive.

9ra JULY.—Fighting is developing on a still larcer
scale along the Orel-Kursk front. A specially intensive
struggle is being waged for a town south of Orel. Soviets
have captured air initiative over the Byelogorod front. *
They are using the Stormovik bombers with their big
calibre guns. E

10re JULY.—Fierce battle rages for a vital Town south
of Kursk in the Byelogorod sector where Germans are
increasing their pressure after driving a wedge into Sovief
lines. This is the main danger point at the moment.
Another fierce battle has developed in the Orel sector.

Across Kursk plains Germans are throwing in 1.000 tanks

and several infantry divisions. In the first five days Soviet
lost heavily, but German losses have been much heavier
with 2,306 tanks knocked out and 904 planes destroyed.

A new type of tank possessing undreamt of manceuvrea- ,

bility is being used by the Germans.




10re JULY.—In the Byelgorod sector the biggest battles
since the start of the German offensive were fought out
today. In the first six days of the offensive the German
Josses in tamks totalled 2,601 and in planes 1,037.

191 JULY.—Furious tank battle /is
the last 24 lhours on the Orel-Kursk fibont.
losing one tank every three minutes:

raging during
Germans are

137m JULY.—Soviet troops have recaptured part of
the ground lost in the earlier days of the oftensive in
the Byelgorod sector. Soviet K. V. tanks are reported
to he superior to German Tigers.
* * * = *

INDIA, BURMA AND CEYLON

8ra  JULY.—Government of India’s decisions on the
recommendations of the Food Conference which has been
in gession in New Delhi since July 5 were announged
to-day. Rationing in urban areas is to be taken up
in a progressively increasing measure and almost imme;
diately and free trads is not to be considered except as
an  objective for the return of normal conditions.
Announcement' was made by Sir Azizul Haque, Food
Member, in the' course of his address to the Conference.

‘ 11ra JULY.—This day was observed in all churches as’
~a day of remembrance for the Royal Navy, the Royal
Indian Navy and the Merchant Navy.

12rH JULY.—~ﬂ§avy Bombers of the Tenth TWUnited
States Air Force dropped more than 12 tons of bombs
on enemy rairoad insfallations at Ywataung, Burma.
On the same:day our fighters armed with medium and
fragmentation homibs attacked the - Japanese base at
Nanyaseik in Northern Burfia. - :
: * % AR * #
B THE FAR EAST
_ 7ra  JULY.—Chinese War Minister and Chief of
General Staff, General Ho VYing-Chin, speaking at. an
international gathering at Chunking, said that Japanese
asualities in China since, the start of the war up to June
1943 totalled 1,930,639. The Japaness Navy since the
tbreak of the War lost 124 war ships out of 230 first-
e naval craft. HEE ! :

W. Brockingfon, Empire Adyiser
try, China has lost, during the
) six million Chinese soldiers
lion civilians by famine and flood,
were homeless refugees.

being the 58th.

— J o3 Adr Force bombing

TWIN AIR ATTACKS BLAST JAPANESH INSTALLATIONS IN BURMA.—Two Urited States Arnvy % _ 1
'missio'rz, arriving from different directions simultaneously, successfully carry out attacks only a mile apart to score direct hits on twun
bridges (wpper right) and. the Japanese railroad yard (lower left) at Myitkyina, Burma.

‘different bases, completely baffled the enemny fighier defence, which was split up and rendered ineffective by the manoeuvre. e

S nese positions on New Georgia disland and American

The surprise two-way raid, carried out from

Sy JULY.—American forces made two new landings
on vital points in the Solomon islands and of New Georgia
and are converging on the key airfield at Munda which
is now threatened from four sides. Rendova and Van-
cunu islanids are firmly in American ‘hands, and Viru
Harhour on the south-west ‘coast of New Georgia has
been captured. PLUE T S ; S
““The naval battle in the Kula Gulf broke off, but may
be renewed any time in the (Central. Solomons whose
waters the American’ ships are now sweeping in open
challenge to the Japanese fleet. . it g ik

9ru JULY.—American forward patrols arve reported to p
have reached ‘the outSkirts of Munda air port. Munda
is now blockaded by land and sea ‘and will «fall to the &
"Allies in the very mear future. ' ¥

ore than a hundred Allied bombers pounded the

destroyers hombarded Japanese base at Munda in New
Georgia. Japanese positions in Salamaua in New Guinea
were also strafed by medium bombers supported by ground
troops. g ; 8

127m  JULY.—Blockaded by land and sea Japanese
garrison at Munda is faced with the . alternative of .
death or surrender. Once Munda falls, the Allies will
have a line stretching in an arc for 700 miles from
New Guinea to New Georgia, with the Japanese air,
land and sea base at Rabaul only 300 to 400 miles north
of that line. J 4

Kiska in the  north-east Pacific was bombed and
bombarded by American Air and Naval Kovces:
* * *® *

o
FREE FRANCE

8ri JULY.—French Commiftee of National TLiberation
met in plenary session 'in Algiers under the presidency
of General de Gaulle. : .

9re JULY.—At a press conference General . Giraud
announced that complete agreement has been reached
with President Roosevelt for the equipment of a French
inyasion force numbering 300,000. To . a question
whether U.S.A. was _brepared to recognize the Committee
of Nationa] Liberation, President -Roosevelt said that
there was only about 5 per cent of France outside the
Metropolitan area. i B
- 13t JULY.‘fIJ;. Martinique Admiral Robert has given
up his post of High Commissioner and M. Alpino of the
French Military Mission in America hag succeeded him.
My, Alpino has given an assurance that the resou
Martinique will be mobilised against the Axis and that
all Freuch warships and merchantmen  will be made
available to the Allies. - R i
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