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An American journal has announced the

possibility of America producing 100,000 planes -

annually by 1943. Of these, bombers would
amount to 25,000, of which 8,000 would be
‘ Flying Fortresses.”” The present monthly
output is 2,000 planes.

Tmportant successes on the sea have
been announced. South African patrols sighted
a convoy of five ships escorted by a
French sloop, off South Africa. They were
French ships suspected to be carrying contra-
band. The escorting sloop was requested to
direct the convoy to proceed into port for
examination, but this was refused and three

out of the five ships made a determined -

attempt to scuttle themselves. The attempt
was frustrated by prompt action on the part
of the boarding parties. So far thirty-nine
French ships, apart from these five, have been
intercepted on various routes this year. The
second success relates to the sinking or
damaging of 24 German ships in less-than a
. week by the Coastal Command of the Royal
Air Force. The third achievement is the
sinking of three enemy supply ships by British
submarines in the Central Mediterranean.

On the Moscow front, the new drive by
Germany in the Tula region; is resulting in
fierce battles. Crimea is still in great danger,
but the claim that the whole of Crimea is in
German hands-is denied.

M. Litvinov, the Russian international
figure, will succeed M. Oumansky as Russian
Ambassador in the United States. This step
shows the importance that Russia pays to
friendship with America. -

President Roosevelt has authorised a thou-
sand million dollar loan to Russia, free of

interest, to be repaid five years after the end

of the war.

JAPAN

Frequent refererices are made in the press
to the movements of Japanese armed forees in
this direction or that. This is part of the war
of nerves which is characteristic of the Total-
itarian Powers. Whether Japan is going to
drive south or attack Russia in the north or is
intensifying her struggle against China or con-
templates an invasion of Thailand, nobody yet
_knows. The Japanese press hag recently
been directing attention to the United States
whose people and Government are being
‘strongly attacked. A state of stalematg has
apparently been reached in regard to the pro-
gress of negotiations between these two coun-
tries. Meanwhile. what is of importance is
that the A.B.C.D. front is strong and that all
the countries involved are alert. Singapore,
the Philippines, Dutch East Endies and Aus-
tralia are all well prepared for any emergency.

~ while Thailand strictly adheres to her neutra-
lity. General Wavell’'s rather unexpected
visit to the Far Hast in order to take stock

~of the position there perhaps indicates that

the situation is congidered to be rather
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abnormal, General Wavell, before kea.ving,‘f"
Singapore for India, emphasized the fact that
the Far Kast was the right flank of Indig,
Reinforcements would still flow to Malaya, he
said, and stated that his object was to study the
situation at first hand and hold personal con.
sultations with Air Chief Marshal Sir Rober
Brooke-Popham. Some Australian statesmer
are inclined to believe that the situation ig
critical. —Whatever that may be, if Japan g
thinks of taking any aggressive step towards
Thailand or the Dutch Bast Indies, she would
have to face a situation which is not likely to o
be pleasant to her.  That is why it is though;
in some quarters that, though pressed by Ger-
many to carry out the terms of the Tripartite
Pact, she has so far refrained from taking any
action which would involve her in difficulties
with the A.B.C.D. front.

It is stated that Brifain is consulting the
Dominions in regard to the clarification of the
attitude of the Empire towards Japan. Mr.
Curtin of Australia, stated that the con-
sultations included spheres wider than Europe.
Whatever may be the exact significance of
this expression, it is to be noted that Mr. Cur-
tin has given a specific pledge of adherence
to the cause of Britain and her Allies and
freedom-loving people everywhere. The Domi-
nions have noted the recent hint on the part -
of Germany to Japan that Australia could be
easily invaded, but Japan knows better and
the impressive account of Australia’s defences |
recently given by Sir Harle Page should dispel |
Nazi Germany of any illusions she may have— |
in regard to the Commonwealth. e

Japan has been saying that the strained _
relations between America and Japan may
give place to friendship if the United
States would recognize Japan’s right to
establish the ‘ New Order ’ in the Far East.
An eleventh™ hour attempt to ease the
situation is being made by sending Mr. Saburu
Kurusu, formerly Japanese Ambassador in
Berlin, to Washington as special adviser
to the Japanese Ambassador to the United
States Admiral Nomura. How far M.
Kurusu, who is carrying definite proposals and
a special message from the Prime Minister of
Japan, will be able to break the deadlock
remains to be seen. If, however, there is any
basis for the report that certain demands have
been made on the United States, then it may
be stated at once that prospects for a settlement
are not at all bright. For, what are these
demands? Tt seems that Japan asks that the
United States should give no further help to
China, that China should be allowed complete:
freedom to deal with Japan, that there shoul
be no military or economic encirclement of
Japan, that her object of establishing a C
Prosperity sphere should be recognized, th
all trade and financial restrictions should !
relaxed and that Manchukuo should !
recognized. The United States would b
stultifying herself if these claims are allowe!
America” now knows only too well what t
‘New Order’ means. It is similar
Germany’s ‘ New Order * according to whi
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organized by Marshal Timoshenko along the
river Don ¢ behind that lies the Volga. TRostov
is situated on the right bank of the Don and
exposed to attacks from the west and the north.
But the sRussians are beating back all Ger-
man attempts. They know the importance of
Rostov. It is a gateway to the Caucasus;
through it passes a giant pipe-line from the
Grozny oilfields which feeds the Donetz basin,
and a vital trunk railway.

The Battle for Moscow is definitely not
going Hitler’'s way. . Nowhere are the Ger-
man troops within 40 miles of the city at any
" point and only near Mojaisk and Kalinin are
they holding the -initiative. And here the
Russians give as good as they get. In an
Order of the Day, to the Red Army operating
in the directions of Mojaisk, Maloyaroslavets
and Tula, M. Stalin says ‘‘ Do not step back.”’
This exhortation is being literally followed by
the heroic Russian defenders. They have so
far not only defended themselves against the
repeated attacks by the Germans who reck-
lessly throw in fresh reserves every day but
have counter-attacked whenever they got the
opportunity.

And up in the North, Teningrad stands out
—a proud symbol of defiance of the barbarian—
aggressor and of the unconquerable spirit of
the Russian people. Its resistance to the siege
will be memorable for all time. Further north,

_ the Finns make one of their usual claims to be
approaching Murmansk and to be advancing
in Russian Karelia, but this need not be taken
seriously. That Arctic port is still free. And
the Russian Baltic Fleet is reported, though
without confirmation, to have broken out of
the minefields of the Gulf of Finland and to
be steaming west. In any case, Finland is
seriously considering whether she can afford to
continue the war and dntagonize both the
United States and Great Britain, who have
warned her in unmistakable fashion against
such a course. And the Pinnish Radio stated
yesterday that ** military operations are draw-
ing 10 a close so far as our country is concerned.
It is realised, that our frontiers cannot finally
_be determined until the coming peace con-
-ference.”

Finally, a word about the Russian Air Force
“which is accomplishing prodigies of valour.
Not" only has it lent constant support to the
Soviet army in the field by breaking up Ger-
man formations but has made successful raids
~on Danzig, Koenigsberg and Riga. Little
wonder that M. Stalin, Russia’s Premier who
has just reappointed Marshal “Shaposhnikoy
as Chief of the General Staff, feels supremely
confident that Hitler’s blitzkrieg is bound to
collapse. He reveals that the German losses
in the first four imonths of the campaign in
Raussia total four and a half million as against
the million and a half of the Soviet’s losses.

~ Now that Hitler has failed i his attempts
- to isolate the Soviet Union, the latter’s allies

s
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will speedﬂy make up the deficiency in tanks
which has been responsible “for Russian
reverses so far.

M. STALIN ON THE WAR

On Thursday, M. Stalin.and President
Roosevelt delivered speeches on Germany
which, for their vehemence and strength,
should be considered as very significant. M
Stalin stated, addressing the Moscow Soviet,
that Germany had lost during four months of
the war four millions and a half, wounded and:
taken prisoners, while Russia has lost 350,000
killed, 378,000 missing and 1,020,000 wound-
ed. It was, he said,- deficiency in tanks that
has been responsible for Russian withdrawal,
though Soviet tanks and air-craft and navy
were of better quality than the Germans
Summing up the war position, he said :—

‘“ At Leningrad the position is unaltered
except for local attacks in which both sides
claim success. In the Crimea the Germans
are now up against the defences of Sebasto-
pol to the west and Kerch to the east. It

_appears that there was no organized defence
of any-lines behind the Perekop Isthmus and
that explains the rapidity of the German
advance to thie south coast across the Yaila
range. They will find the investment of ¢
Sebastopol an- arduous task, because it is
well garrisoned and well supplied for a long
siege. The maintenance of an army on -
barren hills and the steppes around Sebasto-
pol will involve serious strain on German
communications, especially if they are un-
able to gain supremacy at sea.”’

The rear of the Red Army was never stronger
than now. While German resources were
being strained, Soviet reserves were only now
giving their full output. Where Germany
expected a coalition against Russia, the latter
had now the help and co-operation of Britain

and America. M. Stalin concluded by say-
ing : :

*“ The defences of ‘T.eningrad and Mos-
cow, where our divisions destroyed German
cadres and annihilated their division, show
that in this national war, Soviet men and
their commanders, airmen, gunmers, in-
fantry and sailors will to-morrow turn into
a thunderbolt for the German army. There
1s no doubt that all these considerations
make the collapse of the blitzkrieg in the
Hast a certainty.” :

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S ATTACK
i AGAINST HITLER

Mr. Roosevelt, addressing the International
Labour Conference at Washington referred to
the struggle against aggression now being
carried on in the following words:—

“ But with all this we “have not ma
any substantial sacrifices
St@tes_.. We are not like the heroic peop!

- of Britain, who had to withstand the delu
of death from the skies. Nor can we eV
grasp the full extent of the sacrifices th
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 As Reichminister for Air, Hermann Goering
boasted on 9th August 1939 as follows :—
T have convinced myself personally of
the measures taken to protect the Ruhr
~ against air attack. In future I will look
‘after every battery, for we will not expose
the Ruhr to & single bomb dropped by enemy
aircraft.”

By _énd of January 1941, the Ruhr’s great
railway centre, Hamm, alone had been bombed
on 82 occasions by the Royal Air Force.

Some idea of the persistence and precision
of the bombing attacks made on Germany by
the Royal Air Force is given in the facts
contained in an attractive brochure called
‘*“ The Air Offensive‘against Germany >’ pub-
lished in England, of which this is a summary.

These faets indicate how the vast web of
destruction woven day after day and night
after night by British bombers, who have
struck at over 270 target areas of military and
strategic importance in Germany, is clogging
Hitler’s industrial and war machine. Since
the outbreak of war 1,616 area raids have been
carried out on German territory, from the
Baltic Sea to Switzerland, from the North Sea
hundreds of miles inland to Berlin and beyond.
These are in addition to raids made on
hundreds of other occasions on points of mili-
tary importance outside Germany and apart
from Danzig and Pilsen.

British bombing attacks on Germany have
* the twofold aim of destroying the industrial
basis of Germany’s war effort and of producing
a situation in which shortage of essential war
supplies will sap the energy and effectiveness
of the German armed forces.

The synthetic oil plants and the refineries
in Germany itself are a vital factor in the
German war economy, since the synthetic oil
plants are responsible for the bulk of supplies
of aviation spirit for the German Air Force,
and of higher grade Diesel oil for the submarine
fleet, whilst certain of the oil refineries are the
chief source of Germany’s slender supplies of
high quality lubricating oil. Some of the
heaviest attacks have been delivered at tne

famous Teuna hydrogenation plant which

produces up to half a million tons of synthetic
oil per year, at the Politz (Stettin) plant, at
the new Wesseling plant on the Rhine.

Many of the aircraft works (e.g., the
B.M.W. aeroengine works at Munich and
Berlin, the Fockewulf factory at Bremen, the
Messerschmitt and Junkers works at Augsburg
and Dessau) have been attacked by the Royal
Air Force bombers. One at least of the air-
craft factories—the Dornier works at Wismar
on the Baltic Coast—is believed to have been
80 seriously damaged that it is doubtful
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AIR OFFENSIVE AGAINST GERMANY
'WONDERFUL WORK BY THE R.A.F.

-than a fraction of its normal quota towar

)

. objectives,

_will~tighten upon the nerve centres of German
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whether it has been able to contribute ‘more

replacement of the flights of bombers which:
have been shot down over Great Britain,
Among other works which have suffered heavy
damage may be-mentioned the Siemen’s elec-
trical works in Berlin, the Bosch magneto,
the sparking plug -factories at Stuttgart, and
the famous Zeiss instrument works at Jena,

Other vital points of attack include the
great chemical works in the Rhineland, #
Krupp works at Hssen, which produce a m
lion tons of steel per annum. !

Another field in which the bombers of th‘é
Royal Air Force have been active is the bomb-
g of ports, docks, railways and canals.

The attacks on the celebrated Dortmund-
Ems aqueduct have succeeded in interrupting
the internal transport traffic for long periods.
The almost nightly visits to Hamm, Soesf,
etc., in the Ruhr and other industrial areas in
which goods’trains are made up for despaich
to all parts of Germany, have resulted not
only m physical damage to the yards them-
selves and to train loads of goods, but also in
dislocation and interruption of activity abt
these vital centres. *

An incidental contribution to the difficulties
of the German transport system has been =
provided by the destruction of barges in the =
Channel ports. = = B

Many power stations and gasworks ‘have =
also been hit. Interruption of electricity -
supplies will be the more severely felt because.
Germany has for years suffered from a shbrt
age of electricity—struggling always to ex- o
pand generating capacity in pace with the
insatiable demand of the ‘* Ersatz ** indus- -
tries.

NOT A BOMB WASTED

For this reason the full effects of the un
interrupted raids carried out by the Roya
Air Foree will not be seen in days or even 1
weeks. But steadily and inexorably the gIl

resistance until it becomes a stranglehold. T
this end not a bomb that has been dropped
upon Germany has been wasted, and as far
as the precision of British pilots can ensure it
not a bomb will be wasted.

Of the 1,616 attacks, 473 were made
railways and communications, 831 on m
tion and aircraft works, power stations an
military stores, 294 on docks and shipp
272 on oil refineries and storage, 201 on ae
dromes and seaplane bages and 45 on Of
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HELP TO RUSSIA
 THREE MAIN ROUTES OF SUPBLY

The Germans are throwing in fresh reserves
into the Battle for Russia but it is generally
talken for granted that, despite crippling loss of
territory, the core of Russian resistance will
remain unbroken when winter really sets in
and adds to the difficulties of the invaders.
But the danger is that the Soviet Union may
be so gravely weakened by losses of material
and—still more nnportant—of the vital indus-
trial production in the Moscow region and In
the Donetz Basin that only British and Ame-
rican aid can fill the gap and help Marshals
Voroshilov and Budenny to reconstitute the
Russian armies as a major fighting force by
next spring. Expert statisticians now estimate
that, if the Russians were to fall back on the
lines of the Don and the Volga, their own
factories and raw materials in the east could
be developed so as to convert their armies once
more into a first-rate military machine in
twelve months. That is obviously nct good
enough. The time-lag must be halved at
least. That is the measure of the peril -and
the measure of the opportunity which is pre-
senting itself to the peoples of the British
Commonwealth " and the United States of
America. They must not, and will not, . fail
but nothing less than an a,ll-out eﬁort will
sufﬁce

. The supply lines to Russia are, indeed, bemg
organised rapidly. The three main routes are,
of course, from the Persian Gulf or from
Baluchlstan across Iran to the Caspian Sea or
the Caucasus; from the Pacific Coast of North
America to Wadlvostok "and from Boston (or
any other convenient port) on the Atlantic sea-
board of the United States to Archangel. In
Tran roads are being built and the Trans-Iranian
Railway extended to take 3,000 tons of goods
per day. This may be compared with the
400 tons per day travelling over the Burma
Road to China, as reorganized by the Ameri-
can transport ‘expert, Mr. J. E. Baker. The
Trans-Iranian TRailway, 868 miles in length,
crosses Iran from Bandar Sha.pur on the Per-
sian Gulf to Bandar Shah touahmg the Cas-
pian Sea. Tt is a smgle track all the way.
From Tehemn, ‘the Iranian ca,pltal which lies
on ?he main line; a branch line runs north-west

— as far as Zen]a,n and this'is being extended to
join the line which runs from the Russian fron-

tier to Tabriz. ~Another' branch line is also
under construction to Meghed in the north-east
and will eventually reach Kushk, another Rus-
~sian rail-head bordering on Af.éhamsta,n The
land route from Quetta is also belng developed
rapidly 'so as to take over supphes going
through the port of Karachi and along the
Karachi- -Quetta railway as Wéll as from supply

~ centres in India. Bfltlsh railway engineers
ZH a.ré a.lrea,dy at work in Iran and British rolling
stock is being shipped to Tran ' in considerable

; _volu?ae

An American m15516n is also helping

E e R LI S TR LR R T e
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. writes the Times Diplomatic Correspondenﬁ

" Archangel has created a Gilbertian situatior

 victory and et vital war materials are ab

L ovmgx;:;.ﬁ 7, 1 '

to supervise the dehvery of American supplie
to Russia along the Iranian roads and
ways.

ARCHANGEL ROUTE

Supplies from America, the Philippines 2
the Netherlands East IndJes are already go
over to Vladivostok and thence by the Tra
Siberian Railway to Moscow and the fightiny in
front. But Japan indulges in threats
cut this route - though they have amounte
in practice to little more than tall talk-
M. Lozovsky, the Russian spokesman, .
called her bluff and warned her against a
monkey-tricks. Nevertheless, the main bull
of American supplies are now being sent
Archangel, the Soviet’s northern port, il
Boston because this sea-route is shorter to th
front than vie Vladivostok. The main Am
can industries concerned are also sif
near the Atlantic coast. - :

By sea from San Francisco to Viadivostok.
is roughly the same distance as from New Y&ﬁﬂ
or Boston to Archangel—just over 5,000 mllés

But there are land routes on each side to th
ports to consider. The bulk of American indus-
tries are nearer to the east coast than to ﬂ;g
west; therefore the Atlantic ports are more
convenient; and on the Russian railways the
advantage of using Archangel rather than
Vladivostok is very much greater. If ‘Archan
gel could not be kept free from ice durin tﬁe
winter, then the Vladivostok route would hay
to be used, in spite of the greater length T
Soviet Government howvever, are conﬁq 7
that their three new 1ce-breakers 12,00
tons each, can keep open the porb——whlch usec
to be closed by ice from November to
They are also confident that they can safeguard
the railway route from Archangel during win

An added réason for using the Archangel route
is that convoys via the Atlantic pre alre:
well organlzed and formidably guarded.

Again, the News Chronicle’s Special Corre-
spondent at Mamla points out that diversior
of the de}lvery of ' United States supplie

whereby Japan is able to claim a diploma

reach Russia by a' more direct route and
quickly ferned by river barges to the Vlclﬂl
of Moscow. The move, which was de
upon at least a month ago, permlts sup
to be t;ransported to the interior of Bussm
the ‘Ob, Yenisei and Lena rivers. It
job of the - orga.mzatlon known as the
administration of the Soviet Northern
Route to keep the Arctic Sea rivers free

an r:hatena.ls from the hlllPP !

goubmyed, on page 9)
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HITLER'S HOLLOW *V|CTORIES”
THE SAME OLD STORY

Here is a passage from HEmil Ludwig’s
* Napoleon ’.:— : ‘

“ Now Russia is open to him for the
first. time, a land like a desert. Endless
steppes, covered with snow or mud, no bread,
and’ hardly any roads. After a few skir-
mishes, the Tsar slowly retreats. Can we
follow him? Whither is he enticing us?
Who will feed the army? There is nothing in
this land to be seized, nothing such as there
is in prosperous Germany, no storehouses.

. . . When the Emperor is riding towards

Pultusk, he hears murmurs from the ranks.
His generals report suicides among the men.
Thousands of starving soldiers desert, to
become marauders. It is not surprising,
therfore, that when he compels the Russians to
fight, for the first time he should fail to con-
quer in the open field. He is not actually
beaten at Hylau, but both the contending
armies sustain terrible-losses and the issue 18
indecisive. : :

‘“ He writes to his brother: ‘ We are liv-
-ing here amid snow and mud, without wine,
bread or brandy.” But this is a private missive.
From Osterode, where he is housed in a
barn among the soldiers, his bulletins to
Paris speak of a great victory, and of a
Russian’ rout. The casualties are stated at
‘g third of the true figures. Arrange-
“ments must be made for the Paris newspapers
to publish articles, ostensibly based on informa-

+ion from Bucharest and - Tiflis, and descri- -

bing Russia’s desperate situation.”

Napoleon, with- all his difficulties, entered
Moscow twelve weeks after his invasion of
Russia began. Hitler, with troops of high

morale (after a long series of victories) and
well fed (with food plundered = from .- con-
quered territories), with excellent lines of
communication and supply, was still well out
of goosestepping range of the Kremlin
eighteen weeks after beginning his invasion.
No wonder he uses Napoleon’s strategems in
his progress reports to: the German people
] lying communiqués, understatements
of casualties, fake news  items purporting to
come from neutral sources. Hvery baitle,
according to Hitler's communiqués, is a
““ battle of annihilation,”’ but he-knows that
the Russian armies are far from broken, that
his ‘¢ victories > are indecisive.

“This is a tank war,”’ says Stalin.
““ The @Germans conquered Poland,” says
Genreal de Gaulle, * because they had 5,000
tanks against 1,000 tanks, they conquered
France because they had 10,000 against 3,000
and they are advancing in Russia because they
have 25,000 against the Russians’ 15,000
tanks.”’

President Roosevelt is doubling America’s
tank output and British factories-are working
day and night to reach the target of 30,000
metal monsters set by Beaverbrook. Wavell—
Britain’s tank expert—was transferred from
the Middle East to the Indian Command to
organize the defence of the Allied front south
of the Caucasus. Timoshenko—Russia’s tank
expert—has been transferred from the central
to the southern sector of the Russian front so
that he can organise the defence of the Donetz
Basin and the vital Caucasus. It is in this

area that the main weight of any German_

winter offensive will fall.

HELP TO RUSSIA—(Continued from Page 8)

‘Australia and the Bast Indies have = already
reached Archangel via Arctic Seas. The cap-
tains of the ships conveying these supplies
. were impressed by the ability of the special
Soviet organization to maintain lanes through
the ice whereby shipments of supplies from
‘America, Australia and the Far Bast can be
kept flowing all the year around. Far Eastern

.observers point out that the ‘Democracies, by

using a route developed by the Soviet in peace
time, have made a ‘‘ complete monkey ™’ of
the concentrated Nazi efforts to cause trouble
about Vladivostok, at the same time giving
Japan a seeming diplomatic victory, whereby
she may save her face. 'The Archangel routé

: Conferquq at 'Mosc__ow.

is no experiment. Regular sea-freighting
began to North Siberia in 1934 after the ice»
breaker Siberykov had negotiated a passage-
Dozens of freighters have since made the
journey in the depth of winter.

And, lastly, Finnish sources reveal thad
several large British transport ships have
recently ‘arriyed at Archangel and war sup-
plies transported rapidly southward. No, the

Democracies will not fail Russia and will -

carry out to the last detail the promise of all-
out aid given by Lord Beaverbrook and Mr.
Harriman fo' M. Stalin at the Three Power
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