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- workers,

nittees was lifted, but the ban
ainst its allied 1nst1tutlons, some
_of which were very | progressive
‘and radical still continues.

Such were the conditions in the
_country when The New Age was
born to propound its ideals and
serve the nation. It has never
'p]acea' its faith in one man or in
one dogma. It believes that only
colleetive action and collective
intelligence can lead to the emanci-
pation of the country. It does not
walit to get inspiration for service
from spiritual experimentalists or
political dogmatists; neither does
it wish to shine in the reflected
glory of others. It has been an
unsparing critic of men and
matters and during the last one
year of its existence it has strived
to keep up its spirit of indepen-

€ lth a determination to turn
Congress, socialist. It is now
s the off1c1a1 opoosx-

rxahsm resultmg in the declaratlon :
_progressive organisations of -
peasants and youths
illegal and in the imprisonment of -
the leaders of such organisations.
The ban on the Congress Com- |



nigh, impossible.

which are either heroic or calcula-
ted to have brousht about a sudden
transformation in human relation-
ship.

But The New Age has been the
forum for all the fearless thinkers to
express their views. It has consis-
tently stood by the down-trodden

under severe handmaps, and the pea:
laws governing the press make
~ frank expression of opinion, well
Therefore wedo b
not pretend to have achieved things

a]] to help us in our |

‘do, everything possible so |
that The New Age can continue
to render active service to the
country, and aspire for that mille-
nium in which the sublimated
brotherhood of humanity will not
be an utopian dream, but an

and the oppressed and ° 1t sha]l accomphshed reality. ot
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brings the .message of freedom to one and all
and is a source of abiding interest.

Become a Subscriber at once by 'send‘i’n.g to
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Sinclair’s plopaganda has to
love; love and equality—the
birthright of man which is known as
Socialism in political parlance.- Tt is
ight of every man to be born; ' to
' to grow. That 1mpedlng or

rtist who is immersed in his soul’s
ago! The process by which he re-
alised his genius and began to lay bare
his soul to the world at large may be
classified into three aspeects.

An. Ameuca;n he first took his own
country for purposes of illustrating the
ruelty of one group of mankind - to
‘another. He has described a phase of




~ could be kept enslaved

great book © Man atlast” P
book may be said to be
blood. Thus,
against the racial slavery e

America even now a.tleast to a certaun

extent. .

. Next he directed his a.ttentlon to the
eradication of class-inequality ; the
emancipation of the toiling labourers
who were being tortured by thne capita-
lists.
the sweating of these wretched people,

was being enjoyed by their bosses. He

has p&inted a ghastly picture in lurid
colours presenting all the detailed
horror of the meat-packing industry of
Chicago in his “Jungie’® There has been
nothing like this book since Harviet
Beecher Stoue’s heartrending story
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. As a just mea-
sure of its value it has been translated
into hundreds of languages all over the
world.

While all this protest was going on
he realised that he as an artist was
up against a mercenary world which,
not satisfled with ignoring art sought
to soil it by commercial interests. The
tragedy of a poet who has to pander to
his Muse to the banal interests of
tradesman just to maintain himself in
the world for the propagation of s
message is the theme of  The Journal
of Arthur Stirling. It 1S one long
helpless lament of the individual fight-
ing against circumstance.

The expression of the conquest of
the soul through literature is the ‘mo-
tive of this book.

The three books referred to above
show the three distinct phases of his

protest. They lay stress on the fact that:

the artist is always at war with the
world and seeks to fashion it after his
own fancy.

“his soul first rebel]ecI'-

The wealth that grew out of

htera.Ly dlshnctmn.

In pohtxcs he :
expett p}.opagamdlst ‘he has pr
his principle in every one of his books.
Yet his art has not sxifferéd thereb,

and the. spirit of ﬁne art lend theu"
combined bril is
would be attempting the 1mpossxb :
one were to take his books one 'by one
for cons1de1a.t10n Uejplite :
He is nearing Sixty. He ha.s glven
about fifty books to the world. Some of
them exceed even 600 pages each.
He has sold millions of copies. The whole
world knows him. He could have been'
a Millionaire. i

But he is a friend of the poor He
has spent all his money for the better-
ment of the worker. He wears only .
old clothes thus practlsmg what he
preaches. Has nothing which can be -
classified as private property. He dis-
tributes his books free to anybody who
may like to read them and profit by
them and, perchance, propagate them.
He cannot bear the sorrows of man, .
especially those of the poor worker. His
one aim is to establish equality in the
world. He is watchxng for the arrival
of the millenium, i

He has two great enemies. One is the
civilised and licensed robber, the capi-
talist. The other is d];mk. ~ Wet
Parade, ™ his ﬁovel dealing vvith the

* The author of this article is now augaged in wntmg a Ta.mxl versmn of Smc]au s" Wet

Payade” to be published joon




e seem drab plat ?m word—slmgmg :
- His path is beset with many diffical-
ties. But there is art to refresh him,

- social protest to support him, socialist
plan of reconstruction to guide him.
Following these sign-posts along the
trail blazed by his illustrious predeces-
sors, he plods towards his goal with
untiring . determination.  His foot-
prints have become literary behests.
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FEDERATION AND

_ BRITAIN'S HOLD ON IND

By P. S. V. Mitra
~ About the most important apects of

the Indian demand for Swaraj are the S | ict ] uite
' misleading. The genuine test of since-

financial and the military. Without
freedom for the country to determine
her course in either of these matters,
she can not be said to have self-Govern-
ment or self-respect. The proposed
Federal Constitution will thus stand
or fall in Indian eyes according as
it satisfies the country or mnot in
regard to her financial independence
and to her ability to defend herself
on sea and land and in the ain.
This is the touchstone of the coming
constitution. And in utilising it, two
considerations have carefully . to be
borne in mind. British misrepresenta-
tions of India’s demands have to be
rigorously ruled out, For instance, it
would be absurd to imagine, as Britain
wants the world to, that the moment
India gets financial freedom, she will
hit Britain directly. She will have
to look round her, see what course
is best suited to her interests and
then adopt it.
will mean danger to British vested
interests now and then. But to admit
this, is quite different from saying that
the sole object of a free TIndia- will be
to injure Britain., Yet such is the false
and unscrupulous alarm raised by the
spokesmen of ‘Britain’s financial im-
perialism. Secondly, & lot of chaff has
to be thrown out before the truth is
arrived at in examining the constitu-
tion to be. In particular the high-
flown langnage adopted as to Britain’s
goal in India .in the course of Royal
Proclamations, and - other declarations

s ey

It may be that this-

of policy hﬁs surdlﬁafiiy‘ ;‘ to be rejected
as being untrue in practice and quite
rity lies in action. And it has to be care- |
fully investigated whether behind all the
verbiage about commercial reciprocity

there is any progress recorded in India’s

interest regarding her own commercial |
affairs. ; s aaite s e
Financial and Commercial Freedom =
This article intends to exam#e only
the amount of financial and commercial
freedom promised to India. It does
not concern itself with military affairs;
for the matter of that, the British
Government is quite clear on the
point and says that no freedom in that
direction can be hoped for even in the
distant future. The question thus is,
is financial and commercial freedom
vouchsafed ? Does the Government of
India Bill genuinely and substantially
give any freedom or does it merely
throw ‘dust into the eyes of India
and the World? The -conclusion
of this article is that the freedom offer-

* ed is only about two annas in the rupee

and even that amount may not be—
will not be—current and genuine coin
but only counterfeit. Tt is not hard >
to see that such a conclusion is inevit-
able, for the British interests involved
are enormous and no risk can be taken
In regard to them. If need be, the
entire gamut of imperialist tricks, from
false promises to unscrupulous mis-
representations will be gone through in
the cause of their preseryation. Thus,
to " plunge into the subject with no |



to the commercxal pnvﬂeges she now
wants to be continued in India is that
erely wants to compete on equal
with Indians. ‘And she points
plication that she has come to her
nt position of commercial eminence
by wvirtue of open competition and
. says that India also can flourish by
g ng along the same p&th But his-

: plogressed only by statutonly
ttmg out f01e1gn competition at the
yutset and even to-day the meaning of
Ottawa is nothing else. To elaborate
the point, the object of the old Naviga-
tion Acts was nothing else than to
- foster British shipping. “Then came the
,.'Industmall Revolution in her borders
d which give a fillip toher in regard




from them the raw materials needed.
At this stage the economic theory that
suited her was free-trade. And it was

in the name of freetrade that the infa-

mous excise duties on Indian cotton
goods were imposed : Lancashire had
to be appeased at afly cost. In the
course of time however other nations
arose. Germany in particular girded
up her loins for the industrial battle and
France too. Matters gradually appro-
ached a climax when the great war broke
out. The commercial superiority was the
main objective of that catastrophe and
Germany had been the main danger.
The Treaty of Versailles marked the
fulfilment of that desire and' the
pauperisation of Industrial Germany.
But new dangers arose. The World
Depression gave an opportunity to
Japan to expand her trade. And the
British now brought forth the need for
Tmperial economic unity to secure a
privileged field for themselves for trade
and industry. Freetrade was given up
in the name of self-preservation and

protection was resorted to. Such is
the meaning of Ottawa. The Pacts
were mainly intended to suit @ the

needs of Britain and to secure to
her a free field in the empire as
against such efficient competitors as
Japan. In other words, India and the
other empire countries haye had to
agree to prefer Britain to Japan though
to doso was to put-a premium on British
inefficiency as compared with Japan.
No wonder then that every - empire
country except Britain of course is
fretting to-day. This historical retro-
spect is confessedly a digression but its
object is merely to show that Britain
knows full well that she can not stand
and fight in the open field even in
India, that she has always had state
protection for her industries against
foreign competition and that her free-
trade talk was indulged in only when
she was strong and wanted freedom to
crush the weak. When she is driven

to large scale production. Her colonies 5
she utitised as markets and drew forth

Commercial Safe-guards and ‘Cu‘rr'en‘gvy’. e

‘her. Thus reciprocity with

- Britain examined by itself is a hollow

- ery while historically speaking, it is only
another word to express the need for
protection toBritish industry and trade.

Paras 342 to 860 of the J.P.C. Re-

port deals with commercial safeguards.

And equally stringent and pro-British
are the provisions relating. to financial
safeguards at the centre particularly.
In this regard, as in others, the Indian
problem is two-fold. Not only should

steps be taken in the matter of revenue

expenditure and public debt whtch are
calculated to benefit India but pressure

has also to be resisted from Britain

when Tndia’s interests are sought to be
brushed aside in favour of those of Bri-
tain. This is not an imaginary danger
at all as the British propagandist says
and as the average Indian is likely to
believe. The very vast extent of the
powers vested in the Governor-General
and their stringent nature are sufficient
to show that there is something fishy
and suspicious about them. To examine
them now a little in detail,-a federation
was said to be impossible with finanecial
autonomy till a Reserve Bank was
constituted which would take over- the
management of the credit and the
currency of the land. The connection
however between a Reserve Bank and
India’s financial autonomy is not very
close until it is seen, not from the view-
point of India’s interests but from those
of Britain. The Govternment of India
Wwasmanaging the currency and credit
of the country all along. That is to say,
it was doing things as asked to by

Britain‘in her interests. = The establish-

ment of the 2 sh ratioin 1921 and the
linking of the rupee to a fallen sterling
and not to gold are instances in point.
But the same course would not be

necessarily adopted by a financially
autonomous India which on the con-



ain on the proposed i
thomty divectly by means of
indirectly as well

For this state of
ary policy is partly the
eason without doubt : transport faci-

lities are & sine gqua non of military effici-

ency. But thatis notall. It has also
. been proposed that changes in railway
rates and fares should obtain the previ-

doubt in any case hey 11 be more
able to British influence in the
~ matter af ﬁn:mclal policy in Indla.

o7 _Raalways. :

One ]arge slice of power 1s thus ta.ken
away from the hands of the future Go-
vernment of India and given to badly
onstituted Bank which has yet to- prove
'_Adependence of British financial in-
nce. A second instance of the same
ney is seen in the case of the
ay Authority. Nearly 50% of its
‘e hereafter to be a.ppomted

to is to be the watch-dog thereof.
there is no

_ tion.

ous sanction of the General-General

- before being introduced into the Legi-

slature. Ofcourse this means British

) commercial interests in India should
“not be endangered under any circum-

Governor-General
In
the light of these facts, no legiti-
mate doubt can exist as to the main
ob]ect of the Railway Authority being
to wirtually remove railway matters
from the Sphere of popular control.

stances. And the

Financial stabrlity.

A word about the special responsibi-
lities of the Governor-Geeneral in regard
to the financial stability and credit of the
federation and to its budgetary arrange-
ments and borrowing powers is needed
even at the end of this long article in
order to give a moderately satisfactory
picture of the financial aspects of federa-
The J.P.C. Report flatly refused



was to have no portfoho’but
supervise India’s finances and to
up matters if he thought the
wrong. There was the dange

coming to a hitch with the Finance

Minister to the federation but it is
expected that the latter would
“ yeasonable ¥ and accept on b
_ knees the valuable advice proffered by
the financial Solomon through the
august medium of the chief guard of
British Commerce in India otherwise
known to a myopic world as the Gover-
nor-Geeneral. A moment’s consideration
will show that there is not one single
item of the Indian budget which can
escape the grasp of the Advisor for his
powers are unlimited and almost inseru-
table. Does the Government of India
want to change the ratio ? The previous
sanction through the Governor-General
of this official is needed. Does the
Government desire to float a  dollor
loan ? This gentleman can interfere in
the name of India’s credit abroad. Or
does it wish to cheapen the post-card.
He can stand in the way on the ground
of budgetary equilibrium. Tt would be
absolutely impossible to keep half
an item of the budget away from
his influence if he wants to exertit.
‘What the position of Indian Finanee
Minister will be under these circum-
stances need not be imagined, for there
is the standing warning offered by
Egypt in this matter. No doubt men

rich ma.n'a,ga,mst the poor.
ostensxbly,

Member, there wxll come mto e'
an  equally irrespomsible
Au'chonty A Reserve Bank is sta,rted :
which is as amenable to British pressure
as the Finance Member of to-da
And for the rest a Financial Adyisor is
imposed over the head of the Indian
Finance Minister to be and he will be
in reality the official and suthorised spy
of the British Government and the

Bank of England over this country. |
How long the proposed constitution

will take to break, it is difficult to say.

But a good deal depends on the capa-
city to see facts in the face on the part

of those who look for the new age.
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The reasons given by g
e ommittee for such a procedure are
that every lotm s&les into, at an

bt (for whmh docnments are
lable) is roughly 50% of the total
1 indebtednes Though both these.

c : lons are not beyond question,
low the same method that the "

era,ge documenta,ry borrowmg
or the District (as -quoted by the
Commlttee) between Rs. 160 & 170
khs.  Multiplied by 3, this gives a
 subsisting debt of between Rs. 480 &
510 lakh,—say 5 crores. Add to that
“Rs. 32 lakhs (being double the ayerage
nnual amount of Bonds and obliga-
_ tions to pay which is calculated by
the Committee to subsist only for 2
years) and multiply the result by 2.
“ We get Rs. 10 crores 64 lakhs. The
~» interest on this at 129 is roughly Rs. 1
thontles who neglect th crore: 28 lakhs. With this, the total
ctmg ¢ facts and ﬁgures indebtedness comes to nearly Rs. 12
crores.

2

‘ But this is not the only method that

the hep of fra.gments of the Committee follows. Through
that § the a;gncu]tunst of Tahsildarsand its own officers, the Com-
nersed in debt that, mittee made detailed investigation in
teps are taken, he certain villages and on_the strength
: U iof those arrived at (1) an average debt



 Rs. 1190 ]khs
 Rs. 1190 lal
. of the District.

Thus, by simply . féllovfling‘ :
methods of the Banking Gommlttee,, we-,
arrive at seven sets of ﬁgures f which

either nea.l, pr a Tittle above
cyrores. Itis rema.rka.ble that  bo:
figures  below it : !
applying Presidency aver ges (weighted
- of conrse, W’lth the ures of less in

he Settlement
MacIwan also gives a
problem.. - On P&ge 3t

inquiries, the mo\Ltgage, do
a borrowing of Rs. 4,54 thous
5 years. Applying this as th
figure for making the same calc
tions as  that of the Banking Co
mittee, we get the followmg I'e

Mortgage borrowmg for 5
: 17 desams /R

2 Mortga,ore borrowing for
: 2162 desams B.s,

Mo1tga.ge bonowmg for’\
3 years in 2162 desam

= or
Total secured ~debt for
9162 desams of
eight Plain Tala
Malabar.




: ge, ]
study at close quarters four® cases.
middle class families desmng to sell their

all the four, the motive is simply
‘dwell i sma,ller:houses, atilising the

ence between the seﬂmg price ot
e old, and

Moratorium, contml of usury, conci-
iation boards—all these are inadequate
measures of protectmg the heawly
‘involved cultivator. Hyen a total wiping
off of agrarian debt will suddenly recoil
~on him and leave himn the worse for it
unless some steps are taken to give him
a proper place in the ecomomic struc-
ture of the country. In other words, a
complete economic reconstruction—a
new spirit breathing throughout  the
social and economic life—that alone is
the saviour of the “ forgotten man.”
But, for that, you must begin on a
clean slate. Thus, the liquidation of
indebtedness is & necessary step—mark
the word, only a step—in the direction
of a,mellolatlng the condition of the
peasant of which so much has of late
been spoken but nothing done hoth by
the (zovernment as well as the non-

S



ART AND SCIENCE

IN FUTURE INDIA

Life is an art and living a science.'So
it 1s that art and science are very im-
portant factcrs in the Government of a
nation. £

A ‘review’ of the scope and possibili-

ties for the development of art and

science in Future India will prompt me
to makessome statements which may be
questioned by others. But history has
its own lessons to teach and a study of
the past coupled with a comprehensive
review of the present as well as a broad
outlook on matters, artisticand scientific
will, free me from the prejudices I may
be accused of. Much has been said and
more has been written on the art and
science of the past and present; but
none, so far, has taken upon himself
the task of formulating a carefully out-
lined programme of action for the
progress of art and science in Future
India.

Bluntly speaking, the position of
India, among the civilised nations of the
world, in the field of Art, asin any
other, is that of a back number although
one can count such: artists as Ravi
Varma, Thyagaraja, Tagore, Vasyvani,
Sarojini and others). Ttis essential to
point out here that art represents “all
activities by means of which one
person, having experienced a feeling,
intentionally transmits it to others.”

(Leo Tolstoi : what is Art ?)

And the same is true of science. Men
may speak of Prof. Raman, J. C. Bose,
P. C. Ray and even point out such poli-
tical scientists as Mahatma Gandhi; but
these are only singular exceptions
which prove the nature of the raw
material which we have to deal with
under the Imperialistic and capitalistic

e

J

o bk Madbnia vMenonx

domination of life. For, these are the
factors that really stand in the way of
the progress of art and science and
life and livelihood of the people in this
country. :

If a nation is to thrive, art and
science should be cultivated simul-
taneously for the life and progress of
the community. T might even add
that it is highly necessary for the pro-
gress of humanity in general that every
individual citizen of the world should be
imbibed with some knowledge of art
and science so that the world will be
helped in its march to betterment.

It is interesting and instructive to
note that the development of postwar
science is always in the direction of war.
Since 1920, each and every nation,

under . the guise of disarmament was

promoting scientific experiments which

were to make a future and imminent '

war most abominable and irreparable.
But Indians, being slaves and idealists
cannot engage themselves in such work
with the result that India is a back
number among the nations of the world.

A socialist India will be a great asset
to world peace. This will leave the
scientists - of all countries to work for
scientific advancement of science.

As I pointed out before, there is
exceedingly good raw material to deal
with, In a vast country like ours and
with not a bad tradition, it is possible to
create good artists and scientists provi-
ded the pioneering work \is properly
undertaken.

But, it 1s necessary to take great care
about the elements that go to constitute
the future artists. They 'may not come

U s



iterature we Want is Wldely

different from that we have. We may

be enabled to start an institution which

- will supply the millions of future citi-
zens with books, books that shall teach

{:hem how to hve and how to get others ;
ive.

e ; A Free and Independent India will,
Spea.kmg oi a.rt ma.kes me thmk of be able to produce such an atmosphere
- the many young men and women who, as shall bring forth many a gem in the
- Dot being given a chance to develop fields of art and science and their

themselves in mind and body die in work for the country will be a standing
~ the gutter (literally broken and uncared = monument for all posterity to come.

.
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Summer is taken to be:the severest season of the year
and people of all raunks fry to go to hill stations and waste
their money. In the present economical sitnation, we advise
all to remain in their own places and protect against
summer by using our renowned.
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THE NEW AGE
s What is meép‘é ‘p»_y?»g,‘. Néw \

that you hear echoing down th

of history through the many centuries.
- only prepare

Every age styles itself so—and every
century lasties on to the shores of
evolution the embroidered foam of an

increasing purpose.

decency to the same crude impulses
that delimit man’s own destiny within
the rance of a few inches like his own

height ? Or isit merely a vague humane |
like the distant
apprehended as a |

aspiration glimpsed
stars but never
Reality ? e
rnese are large questions to answer
within the compass of & page and
difficult to answer through the vapor-
ous and misty medium of words.
Words in print are still-born creatures
of the mind, and mind but apprebends
life only in sections on a lower plane.
Life’s essential nature is beyond mind’s
utmost comprehension.. Hence the
striving of man, of all religions, is to
achieve a consciousness, —through any

sadhana, higher than that of the mind. .

This quest after the eternal is the quest
for a new age—an age that does not
live in the perfection of the externals of
life but in its harmonisation with the
inner spirit, the bliss and unity of man.

To be active and yet to be happy is
an inherited instinct of pleasure even to
the insect world—the worker bee, the
ant and the termite. But, alasitis denied
to man, the born rebel. ~He acquires
but does not ' know. how to be happy
with his acquiSitions because he acquires
for himself and not for the common-
wealth. 5 ;

The acquistion of this new knowledge
shall herald the new age, not the pas-
sing’ of mere centuries; When man
shall emerge into a being of higher
consciousness where he shall be both

active and impersonal caring not for

Is it all real—is,
there progress towards a defined goal 2.
or is it merely a changing name and
form  given with an air of urban

true socialism.
Statutes and collective
' re the atmosphe t ca
not make the man. = Collective organ
sation is to the inner spivit of ma
what scaffolding is to & building ; a bei
hive to a bee—the bee alone can make
the honey ; a cosy corner to the hen,
the hen alone can lay the eggs. Hence
thestriving for the perfection of the indi-

_vidual is so paramount a struggle in

evolution. Peace and Ananda, the real
attributes of the new age can only be
the product of individual effort and-
evolution. Take care of the indiyidual
society will take care of itself. =
Therefore the two primary values of
the new age are ananda and peace like
the two faces of a single gold coin, duly
stamped. This is the urge to.perfect
a human nature so near to the divine.
How to evolve these values as the pri--
mary values of any' society is the
anxious consideration of the thinker,
who visions a rhythmic life for ¢man.
Tt is enough to know and define the
goal amidst the conflicts of life and
every devout seeker after Truth knows
in the deepening hours of his own
meditation the star-lit winding track to
that peak of higher consciousness where
all the attributes of the Divine nature
as described in the Gita shall descend on
him like rains on sun-burnt plajps
from the clouds in the monsoon hotr. -
All this means a dharma, & &’e’ﬁxlzi,,te .
and well-trodden way of life for all sui-
ted to modern conditions and 'blended °
in an atmosphere of both leisure and
activity. = The knowledge of such a -
dharma is self-taught to the soul that
listens +to itself and to the whispers in
the winds that float from flowers. Till
this is realised in the iniost depths of
our consciousness and pursued to the
meanest details of our »perso/n‘a-l _active
life there shall be no peace on earth
and no new age for frail man
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combmes take

ents of wealth, as
done in so many

ex fumlshed their fa.ctones
3 a,cmnn cleaners until the Govern- |

ising the de.ﬁmlters In that atmos-

; p;here laden W].th steel dust, workers

were too old at 30.
With the few rich,
not even the liv‘es
of children and wo-+
men count, in spite
of all the lessons of
chivalry stuffed into
them.

Under capitalism,
money is the nexus
between man and
man. It produces
§hylocks who prefer
their ducats to their
daughters. Profits
are all that count.
(Capitalism is a scra-
mble to get rich
quickly). The rich

&rtm s" even

t to go into the merits of owner-
and merely expropriate in the
ests of the pe0ple and go ahead.
whatever way it ‘may come off
ally, it is the law that sets the
upon socialist progress. Factory

laws and such others would have been

financier ~looks to
cheap investments
and quick returns; and the petty finan-
cier to keep pace with his bigger
brother, charges high rates of interest

.and a.pphes extra constitutional means

like the Kabuli Money-lenders. Under
the competitive Capitalistic system, all

- expect to win and ride in a coach and

four. When competition can go on



- THE NEW A

| fuz-ther and tra,de sls.ckens ‘or want
buying power in men, the financier
restricts oredit. With that, the Ppric
fall and bring about the: slump We are
in.

On national scale, the proﬁt-ga,thermg

shows itself in never-tobeba.Ia.nced
budgets, cramped production, un-
employment, foreclosed deeds and

destitute families with fathers unable

to know what to do with themselves,
and bloomless mothers casting anxious
glances at their children drooping in
physic, culture and spirit, cursing the
day they conceived them. They cling
as it were to the sides of the grave, till
one day they drop into it. On Inter-
national scale, the profiteering mani-
fests itself in raised tariffs, increasing
armaments, unredeemable international
debts, and scandalous leagues of inter-
national - traffikers in  armaments
threatening the dissolution of Govern-
ments. ;

These National and Inter-National
repercussions. acting and reacting on
each other, produce dictatorships like
Mussolini’s and Hitler’s. that preseribe
the baton and the castor-oil for the
health of humanity. Futile meetings of
disarmament and economic Conferen-
ces, are part of this vicious ecircle and
dumping fruit and milk into. the sea to
stabilise prices, burning of coffee as fuel,
not cultivating cultivable  areas are
some features of thissystem of profiteer-
ing.

The financier and the profiteer weave
the web of Government; with the press
in their hands, they exploit the
ignorance of the 909 and lure them
into their parlour even as the spider,
shouting their. absurd slogans, such
as the sacredness of property and life,
survival of the fittest, our country at
stake etc., ete.

The Capitalists = have
machinery for preventing the have-
nots from reacting against its deadly
tyranny. From the cradle to the grave,
there is not a th.mg that the proﬁteer

e N

provided

these aﬁe& the nerver cen
caplta.hst soc1ety

The c&plta,hst states are like propnétp 5
of gardens that have the most upto
date electrifiéd fencing against poach-
ers, but could not find the where-withal
‘to keep their ga,rden houses in order.

Capitalism with h.xgh]y centralised -
banks controls all ' the avenues  of
life. It lets life proceed while it
fetches its returns. The proletariat are
outside its orbit. Socialism frees credit

‘ from this strangle-hold. It does away

with anomalies that declare property to
be sacred by giving free rein to the
individuals, to expropriate each other
and create pauperism, starvation and
death.. The Congress Socialists feel that
the workings of Indian and foreign
capitalism have created incalculable
harm to the country.

In the western 1ndependent countries
because of the well-organised labour
parties, there is an attempt to alleviate
suffering. ~ The British Government
disburses among the unemployed a
very large amount for the families of
workers ‘on strike and they are taken
care of by the local bodies.. Thus by
organised effort, the labourers there
could make the capitalist enact mea-
sures, to a certain extent. But we are
asked by our capitalist and imperialist
Pilots of Heaven to pray while the
snares are at work. Here they shout
-“All is well” advertising this peace- of
the grave.

The Congress realises that the
condition of the masses is to be ameloi-
rated. And some of its planks like the
village industries give some relief.
They can serve the workers to help
themselves when they ﬁnally gome ;




Ty Ie utlon beginning from ¢ ‘com-
de Jesus down to comrades Mahatmaji
is aimed at it. These are
gs of Shelly This is Burns

oming for all that when man
shall brother be”. Ttis the
,yem'mnur of all great souls. Shall we
fail them ? It isours to strengthen
 their ranks and fulfil their efforts: it is
tme ulture g
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- From International Literature.

CONFLICT OF COLOURS

THE STORY OF AN AMERICAN CHILDHOOD

bBy ‘Eugene Gordon.

TLooking down wmpon it from the
height of years and the comforting
remoteness of a New England town, I
realize that my whole boyhood in the
South was darkened by a lowly lying
cloud of subconscious fear of the white
man; a subsconscious fear that at times
burst through to open terror. I domnot

- mean that a fear of immediate physical
injury possessed me night and day,
haunting my dreams at night and my
imagination by day; it was not a fear
of that kind. It was instead an
accumulation of 1ideas suggested by
countless agencies—my mother, my
teachers, the pastor of our church, the
children with whom I played in the
gutters of New Orleans, the very
atmosphere I breathed, my whole
environment—the white man was my
natural and eternal enemy, regardless
of the guises he might assume or of the
methods of approach he might take.
Some day, I believed, the white man’
would come swooping upon me, my
mother, my father (although I knew
they would have a hard time subduing
my father), my brothers and sisters,
and all my black, brown; and yellow
playfellows, and would - bundle us
together and” burn us like so much
kindling.

At the age of two I was taken by my
parents, with a younger brother from

my birthplace at Oviedo, Florida, to’

New Orleans, Louisiana. Here my
education with reference to my white
compatriots was begun in earnest. My
mother, a brave, brown, small and
stern-faced woman, taught me that I
Wwas ‘‘as good” as any other youngster.
I often wondered, at first, why she so
insisted - on this detail. It seemed to
me that so patent a truth should be
taken as a simple matter of course.
At the same time I was made to feel,
by virtue of having learned this credo,
that I should be a coward to quail at
the insults my small neighbors pricked
me with, and should only follow a
natural impulse if T itched to punch
their grimy faces. However, when I
saw a white acquaintance called into
his yard and spanked because he had
played with a “nigger”, I could not
reconcile the contradictions in my
mother’s philosophy. Why, I wished
to know did his mother whip him if T
was “‘as good” as he, and why did his
mother call me “nigger’? ‘

Mother disliked such questioning.
She would bite her lip and pretend not
to hear; she would tarn her back, and
go about her housework. But when
I repeated the question until it rang in
her ears, she cried: “She doesit be-
cause she doesn't know any better.
She’s showing her ignorance.” Ignor-
ance of what? I wondered. Why was
she ignorant? :



odness of their

Yy W
t-throats, rapists,
| derers. How they “got this way” was
a perpetual puzzle to me. I had gone
| to Sunday school and had been taught
i Jew. Weren't Jews

e appeared to be a kindly old
~was he like that? Yes, Chuist
had been a white man, but ‘e was
above petty hatred. The Presidents
were no better than the rest of them.
~The grocer? Didn’t I have sense
,enough to know why re acted in a
fnendly manner?

I did not see my ‘mother S conta,cts.

with the harsher side of life. . . I some-

times wondered Whether she was not
afraid to eat the food bought of white
tradesmen. So, wondering, I grew
older. - . g

I must have been between seven
and ten years old when something hap-

- pened in New Orleans  to confirm, as
" far as T cared then to have it confirmed,
my mother’s repeated charges. It has
¢ been many years ago, and since my
facts and impressions came from hear-
say and juvenile observation, the ineci-
“dents are now obscured on my memory.
~ But I do remember very clearly going

blackguards, ras-
and mur-

‘branches of trees.

: nd of all unheard of dreams!
these huaky Negroes submitted

-meekly and went, hang-dog-like, about
their businesses! 1 had been taught that |
 black men were much braver than
‘whites,

in all circumstances. It did
not occur to me that the whites were

_armed, while the blacks were not; nor

did I realize that the police, representing
the power both of the state and of

the white ruling class, were leagued
“against the blacks.

- Pr ents of the United
like that? And the grocer at the

Policemen went by all day, carrying
long, slender rifles on their shoulders.
My white playmates, who had’ played
at horses and cowboys with me yester-
day, regarded me today with hostility,
answering my anxious questions with
impatient sneers. They turned their

~ backs and stayed close to their own

doorsteps.

Late that afternoon T heard father
telling mother the story. A Negro
named Robert Charles had shot and
killed two policemen last night, they
having gone to arrest him for beating
his common-law wife. He had eluded
the police. Today they circled the
bloclk in which the murders had occured;
stood on rooftops, behind fences and
walls; atop cisterns, and clung to the
That night a mob
burned the only Negro high school,
and it held the fire department at bay
until the building was destroyed. The
mob, whipped several Negroes who had
dared show themselves after dark.



.~ The police advised m
. morning to keep his store
, refused to be held responsible.
~ of the circumstances, if cert:
headed members” of the mob
the place. I - )
clam .
the policeman, “Let them' try it!” He
opened the store as usual but nobody
bought anything. Later in the day he
closed the place up. S o

In the meantime mother went about
her work with tightened lips: and hard
eyes. She had a horror of seeing
father leave the house or go out of her
sight. Reports came in of Negro
workers being dragged from street cars
and beaten to death. Friends of ours
were all but murdered on their way to
and from work, But father went. T
had unbounded faith in his cograge. I
worshipped the tall, lean, olive-com-
plexioned, curly headed, stern-faced
man Wwho was my father. . . He has
said that he expected any moment to
feel the blade of a knife piercing his
back as he pushed his way through the
mobs. X

§

One morning we got word that
Robert Charles had been found in a
house not far from us.. Immediately
the whole block was surrounded by
militia, policemen, and thousands of
excitement-seekers. The battle was on.
Some stories said that Charles killed
more than twenty of his attackers,
picking them off one by one. Negro
homes in the vicinity were burned as a

pastime. The mob poured bullets
and buckshot into Charles’ hiding
place.

I remember most clearly, of all the
incidents of that frightful period, the
boast of a white youth whom I knew
well." He was talking to a group of his
kind, all of whom my mother told me,
had taken part with the whipping, burn-
ing, and murdering mobs.

“We don’t want to hurt these gra,y;

haired old devils,” he said; “what we're

d his jaws_together and said to

ind he
t any rate, all agreed th
when every member of the self-appoint
ed posse had fired a shot or two in:
his body, there was not enough of
left for an undertaker to trouble him-
self with. S ; v

~ The bolder outlines of this experience
Were dimmed in the ensuing weeks,

but the deeper impression remained.
Following those tense days, when hos-
tility between - whites and blacks was
felt in the very air, I grew to believe =
more and more in the doctrine that my
environment had repeatedly hammered
into my consciousness : Trust no white
man ; even those who pretend to be
your fiiends will Iynch you if offered
the slightest provocation. . . Robert
Charles became the secret hero of the
underprivileged black worker; more
than that, T heard many a covert word
of praise for him among certain whites.
I was all confused. . . L

4 Thwarted Friendship. S
When I was twelve, our family
having been increased by two, we re-
moved from New Orleans to Hawkins-
ville, Greorgia. My grandfather, Charles
Gordon, a well-to-do farmer, would have
been Ilabeled in. the Hawkinsville
Dispatch a “ gentleman farmer” if he
had been a white man. He was an ex-
slave who had accumulated more than
a thousand acres of the best farm land
of Pulaski county. Some of the tenants
on this place had been with him as
long as they could remember. He was
their “chief”, and he possessed among

_them both influence and power. He

was openly disliked by those “poor
whites”, whose hatred of the Negro is

- (Contd. on Page 341.)
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- 1. The rfemarkable development of insurance thro
the world is of recent origin, and practically a po
development, S el e ey
2. In India, in particular, the progress of insurance has
been in marked evidence only during the last ten years. S
3. In this progress Indian Companies have come out very
well indeed. < ; i S

4. The Jupiter General Insurance Compau} “since its 5

inception, has slowly but steadily developed all branches of
insurance. : i

5. If Fire insurance is issued, the Jupiter General is
ready to give protection. ; S

6. If loss of rent or loss of profits are to be covered as a
result of fire, a fully protected policy is available, : e

7. Either by Ocean Marine or Inland Marine, the
Jupiter General can take care of the carriage of goods.

8. If a motor car, small or big, with unlimited third party
liability is to be covered, the Jupiter General will issuec a
comprehensive policy. : ;

9. If workmen are to be protected, a policy to cover the .
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Grandfather gla.red at them

unspeakable contempt. In a mor
terror had displaced their mild stares
wonder, and they backed, suiled slun

away ; they hurried a.bout their busi-
ness, now and then looking back so as
not to miss seeing lmpendmg tra.gedy ‘

Alone with us, he said, in a voice tha.t
made us cringe :

“Dog bite it! I told you not to talk to
any of these white youngones. What

do you mean? Do you want to be.

lynched ? Do you want to be burned
at the stake ? Get on to school! And
don’t ever let me see that again, or Il
skin you alive.”

I admit I was in more immediate
horror of being burned by the “crac-
kers” than “skinned alive” by my
grandfather. Asa matter of fact,' my
brother and T had a mutual under-
standing that the old man Wwas very
much of a bluff. However, we did not
lightly consider the temper and ferocity
of the Georgia white man. We resolved
to obey grandfather thereafter.

I wondered what my father would
say when grandfather told him. I
thought of it all day. It was hard to
undeLstand why anyone should even
object, let alone wish to burn us alive,
merely because we had been civil to a
group of kids of our own age.

Next morning we were in a pretty
mess. Having been ordered to ignore
our new friends, we were at a loss how.
to explain the sudden change of at-
titude toward them. But we were
saved that particular humiliation. The
moment we came in sight of one an-
other they hailed us. As on former
occasions, it was the girl - who spoke for
the whites. She went straight tome and,
thrusting a small pink ﬁnger at my
nose, demanded:

“Why did your pa scold you yester-
day?”

I stammered, hesitated, floundered;
I told her who the old grouch rea,lly
was and told her what he had said.

SOAL a,n’y rate I thought we lia.d better’, 3
not be caught being friendly again,
and, making the silly “excuse that we'd
all be: late at schoolif we didn’t hutty, &
I turned and ran, joining my brothers &
and sister who stood not far away. -

T shall never forget the ' scorn in he‘r
eyes and the contempt in her voice
when she called after me: “Coward!
My mother says all niggers are
cowards!”

Somehow I felt no resentment to-
ward her, The quick, spontaneous
retort had revealed as by a flash of
lightning the towering and impenet-
rable wall of hatred that stood between
her people and mine. Vaguely T blamed
her mother and her father, her older
brothers and her sisters, her uncles,
aunts and cousins, her friends and
neighbors, and every man and woman
who boasted a white skin, for the wall.
It was years later that I saw how
unnatural and how flimsy it was;
that T found out how easily penetrable
the wall was; that I saw it not asa wall,
but as the illusion of a wall; an illusién
created out of the psychologies of blacks
and whites for the sole purpose of
keeping them apart. But that day at
school I felt sure my mother was cor-
rect in what she had ta.ught us about
“white folks”; “all alike”, and all to be
mistrusted and hated fike rattlesnakes.

My father never mentioned the
incident to me, even though grand-
father surely told him. My father’s
courage and thoughtfulness were
always awesome to me.

Georgia Christmas Morning

Christmas in Georgia was looked
upon by whites and blacks as the one
_day of the year when muuier Wasa




d pa.tch of

reaching the bridge
Z sed the river to Ha.wkmsw]le,

aCross my path, causing my
rear. I dreW p quickly,

- peren ptorily, I asked him what
~ the devﬂ he was trying to do. :

. Iwasyoung. TIhad mherxted much
- of my father’s “nerve” and temper (if
~ mnot his_ reckless
"G]_ntlstma_)s I was driving a spirited
~and beautiful horse. Certainly I must
i have forgotten for a moment who and
: _Where I wasl!
I was soon remmded Tempora.uly
~ stricken dumb by a “nigger’s” unheard-
of audacity, the youth drew wup his
~ mules so abruptly that they nearly sat
| on his lap. Jumping to the ground,
 he stalked toward us, his pale eyes glit-
‘tering. My horse stood champing on
‘his bit and pawing the ground. I was
~ uneasy, for groups of loungers who had
~ seen the incident Were a,lrea.dy ap-
. proaching casually, coming Within
| hearing distance. Besides, everybody,
 including my little sxster knew. of
- Hartford’s reputa.tlon as a “mean and
lawless hole.” The village swarmed
ith illiterate, tobacco-spitting “hill
" on a perpetual lookout for

- thing
‘already dlscussmg, on the outskirts of
‘the crowd, possﬂole methods of disposing
v of me. :

”kgh which we had to

~ sympathetic face.

courage). It was

. a crime deservmg of no-
han death. They were

I hei

- Shaking with tewor, but trying
desperately to conceal it, T looked for a
I saw none. The
number of heads across which I looked
had increased; I thought vaguely  that
there must be thousands. One of the
men, a gangling, redhaired fellow in
green suspenders and a gray cap, went
to my horses head. And I cut at him
with the buggy-whip.

rd them numbly.

In a flash the horse wasoff. Tugging

_ desperately at the reins, I turned him

round toward home. Five miles

- stretched ahead of us, some of the road
‘was none too good. The mob was after

us, yelling for blood. They cried: “Stop
that nigger!” “Shoot him!” Don’t shoot,
take him alive!” “Don’t let him get
away!? Someone ran into the road and
caught the reins. The mob surged
upon us; swept on and overwhelmed us
like a storm.

T looked pityingly at my sister. She

was crouched in a corner of the seat,
her great eyes wide and tearless.

“What’d he do?”

“Sassed a white man.”

“Did, did he? Who th’ ‘ell is he,
anyway? . . . Say boy, what’s yo’ name?
‘Where you come from?”

T told him, a plea in my voice.




out speakin’. -
o “What'l we
& shoot Ameitsive San
. “No, jus’ strip ’im an’ giv

good whippin’ with that buggy

do vith

“Pmin favor of shootin’ ’im. Bf

1 don’t kill that nigger today I wo.
able to sleep fer a month. . 2
An austere elderly man, who ha

lost an arm in the Gonfedemté‘ army-
I dazedly recognized him the moment

he drove up behind his span of beau- -
‘captors:

tiful bays—questioned = my I
sharply, and they answered him with a

deference that amazed me. They seem-

ed, however, reluctant to let him in on
their fun. He did not question me;
merely looked curiously in my direction
every once in a while. .

T heard him say, in a drawl I loved

hecause his voice was raised in my be-
half: ““T know his granddad. And his
dad, too. His dad’s a right smart fel-
low.” T noticed with a thnill of pride
that he had not used that offensive epi-
thet in referring to my father. “You
men let that boy go on home, you hear
me? If he’s done anything that’s de-
serving of punishment, T’ll see that his
dad whales the stuffin’ out of him. . .
Go on home, boy.”

That was his first statement directly
to me.
too hurried to be gracious. T went.

I told my father everything, imitat-
ing gestures, mimicking the inflections
of different voices. I showed how they
had strutted back and forth before us,
and T waxed dramatic as I described
the tone of hisown insulter. My father’s
tanned, lean face tightened, and his
stern gray eyes became  mere burning
slits.  When he called to mother to
bring his revolver, his voice lashed but
inspired me. Mother hesitated; father

strode into the bedroom and got the

My acknowledgment of it was

out. o 25 22 s e
They were regaining their wits now.
They swayed forward, muttefing threats;
pressed against the buggy wheels and
grasped the horse’s reins. e
“Pull ’im out o’ there!” yelled some-
one on the outer edge of the crowd.
Like an echo the retort came back: =
“You don’t have to pull me outy
and, tossing aside the heavy laprobe, he
stopd up. SRRl
The loaded revolver suddenly glitter- e

“ed in the sun. Tt glittered into the eyes

of the crowd, which wavered, fell back
hesitated for want of an aggressive
leader. My father was now on the
ground. S I

“I want to give you fellows fair
warning,” he was saying, “that my boys

‘are not to be trifled with any more.

This is not the first time, but it will be
the last. . . And who was it that passed
aninsult—Rtnni i il e o

He was interrupted by the same
austere man  who, emlier, 1




g
ght. Daylight
goled up bloodred
Vell of amoke

omeone  hollering out

anley, her two hoys,

ound. the house to see
scalling.  Anashen-faced Negro,
1and” on the Stamley farm, met us,
pt tarning his; wlntened glaying
's shoulder. He jerked:

er his shoulder, and tried
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About a mile and a half this side of

the mill Reveren’ Stanley heard the
loud chugging and the vociferous toot-

ing of an auto horn. Automobiles were

rarities in those. days. They were for
the rich only. Reveren’ Stanley knew,
therefore, that one of the richest men
in the county,and, doubtless, one of the
most arrogant was clamouring for the
road. The road here was really a lane,
being very narrow and hemmed in by a
wire fence on one side and a rail fence
on the other.
one vehicle, and that fact was clear.
The horses had never heard such a
sound before. They got excited, terrifi-
ed, almost uncontrollable. Exasperated,
Reveren’ Stanley reined in and looked
back.

“For God’s sake,” he cried, “stop
blowing that tin horn ! Haven’t you
sense enough to see I can’t twm
out ?”

What! That was enough. Another
white man had been “sassed” by a
“smart nigger.” 3 S

“Why, I'll be dammned,” observed the
confounded autoist, mildly. “TIl be
double damned!”

He turned slightly aside and drove
ahead. His car crushed two of the bug-
gy wheels, ripped loose the already
wildly frightened horses, and showered
grains of corn’ upon the sandy road.
The horses, still fastened side by side,
disappeared in a whirling cloud of dust
around a bend in the road. The Negro
preacher got to his feet and lookéd,
through eyes bloodshot with anger, at
the remnants of his goods. The rich
man, some yards ahead, had now stop-
ped the car and was coming back on
foot, a pistol in hishand. He aimed and

PHFEA“Yewyblack son of a bitch! So

1ey6tWllesass,a White man, will you?”? He
kept repeating .it as he continued to
shoot. 2

Reveren’ Stanley, struck a couple of
times, managed to grasp his own

4wl j

There was room for only

 weapon frém the seat ‘. of the 'Himggy‘t;

and to tumble to partial cover behind
e vail Fonioe, 0 A A jiE

“So that’s the game you play, heh?”
he cried, and returned fire. i

The rich man keeled over. His wrist
was shattered, and he could not fire
again. One bullet had punctured his
lung. He lay gasping in the sand,
among Reveren’ - Stanley’s scattered
grains of golden corn. - :

A passing acquaintance—another
wealthy white man—picked him up
and rushed him to the nearest doctor.
He spread the alarm as he went. But
the best surgeon in Hawkinsville
couldn’t vulcanize a punctured lung. . .

The mob traced Stanley by the trail
of blood. He was foundin an old white
farmer’s hay Ioft. The white farmer
begged the mob to “leave him be,”
since he was so nearly dead. They call-
ed the old farmer a “nigger lover” and
shoved him out of their way. A trace
chain was looped around Reveren’
Stanley’s neck, and, according to the
Atlanta Constitution the next day, “out-
raged citizens dragged the Negro back
to the scene of his crime and burned
him at the stake.”

When the man had finished his story
he offered to conduct us to the place. .
On our way we gathered a large crowd,
whites and blacks. I wondered how
many of the whites had been members
of the mob. <

We found a blackened, charred, un-
draped trunk of a-man chained to an
iron stake beside the main road.” The
earth for yards around had been churn-
ed, cuffed, and ploughed by a thousand
broganed feet. All the hair had been
burned from the victim’s head. His
face was merely a blackened skin, drawn
taut over the cheek bones; it was like
the head of a drum. Great empty holes
had displaced the eyes: they looked .to
me like torn and stretched button-holes,
His feet and hands were gone.

(Contd. on Page 355.)




Now at Vienna, but will be interned
if he is in Indis.

Sjt. Subhas C. Bose.
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“ The New Age has passed through the

first vear of its existenee successfully under
very seveve handieaps. It has enthusiasti-

cally kept up the banner of liberty of

thought and action ‘before a subject * pedp]e

struggling for freedom. I trust that it will

continue next year fearlessly a,dvdcmting :
independence thereby contributing its quota

of humble service for the aplift and full
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{annan though a descendant of a
od f&mﬂy was no better than a com-
on man. He had the most horrid
ace with a narrow forehead and dark,

sunken eyes which glittered. like fire

_ balls inside the depths of the deep eye
; sockets HIS nose was long with wide

é.’yélipg schobl'-girl-'—— Eag 3




~ ning were blown to pieces w
- rea.hsed the triie nature of
 Kannan and Karuna were
Wife and hushand when seen in a: br
der view but still they were hus

and wife and brought forth a beautiful

child in due course. This child was
named Sumangala. Sumangala resemb-
led her mother in everything, in
features, build of her body and in many
other things.

The dark life of Karuna was lit by

the sparkling light of Sumangala, and

Karuna had thrills of joy and sorrow,
joy because she was blessed with a good .
daughter, sorrow because she hadn’t a
She

husband to match them both. .
~went about parading Sumangala in her
slender arms and thanked
Almighty for the gift.

Kn.mna in a dejected mocd 5

_saying that everythlng Wa.s ‘his. and he -

God the

opened her sweet mouth to gkze adww i
Kannan ‘almost made her dumb by

knew his ]ob

Suma,nga.la, was now a,ged 7
was sent to a school nea:r e

As Sumangala was full of-
enthusxasm and of enter rising nature,
she entertained her studies very. easdy ;
and always topped the list of the -
in her class, with




nga.la. would “not ll.t her see
ala suffer. She was determined
yth.lng for her beloved daugh-
She  knocked  at the door, once,

ome money Aftel explaining
how she too was poor, he1 mothEL gave

igent girl who understood every-
thing. With the money, her mother
gave'her she returned home.

There she saw her husband fretting
and fuming near the window of her
room. Poor Karuna, who was at a loss
to know what to doin that condition
hid behind the door as her frightened
legs wbuldn't carry her any further.
But the cruel fate that shaped Karuna’s
~destiny was not satisfied with all the
troubles it gave her but began to work

more havoe. As Karuna was standing



' behind the door, her face quite pale

fear, her eyes fell on a snake that was

slowly moving to the reom. Unable to E

keep quiet any longer, Karuna shouted |
out for help. But instead of help,
Kannan appeared on the scene with his
fiery eyes and sprang forward like a tiger,,

catching Karuna and dragging her to

the room. Karuna, who was too slender
to be so roughly wused, dropped down
and swooned. Kannan did not leave
her there and Wwent on beating
her due to his €
neighbours, who were disturbed woke

up and being beastly brutes mnever

stopped Kannan from torturing Karuna,
but they in turn shouted out that, they
would at once go and complain to the
police if Kannan continued disturbing
them in the night. DBut Kannan was
not theman to listen to threats. He
went on his way. The neighbours
reached the limit of their patience and
they went to the police and complained
against Kannan. ‘

By that time the snake that brought
in all the troubles, crept into the room
and wriggled past Karuna. There was
Sumangala sleeping with a sweet broad
smile on her lips, as if she cared not for
the hard life but took things as they
came and went. The snake sprang on
Sumangala’s leg and bit her. A shriek
and a cry calling her mother were
clearly heard in the room. The cruel
man looked back and once more turned
his head away as if nothing had
happened. He didnot see. the snake.
With her last word, “ Mother,” on her
lips the angel like Sumangala breathed
her last.

Karuna, unconscious of all that had
happened around her was lying on the
floor, as calm as the unruffled sea in the
night.

No sooner the policemen heard the
complaint than they made their #ay to
the house, hoping to get some money.
The neighbours went into Kannan’s
house with the police men following
them. The policemen made thunder-
ing noises with their boots and throats

drunkenness. =« The

chained him
stationsdatie v e e
Meanwhile Karuna became conscious
with - the aid of a neighbour, who was |
sympathetic. towards her. She told
Karuna the whole story but was herself
unaware of what had happened to poor
Sumangala. She did not say anything
about her. But Karuna after hearing
the story was not so anxious to see her
husband as much as she was, to see
Sumangala. She got up and walked
towards Sumangala’s bed. There she
saw Sumangala sleeping quietly. Karuna
unable to know what had happened to
Sumangala, did not wish to disturb her
child and went to sleep. The. next
morning, as usual, Karuna got up and
attended to her work. The clock
struck 9. But still there was no sign
of Sumangala waking up. Karuna was
astonished. She went to Sumangala
and shook her and called out to her.
But there was no reply. And when
Karuna lifted up Sumangala, she was
stiff like a tender log of wood. Karuna,
was perplexed and confused. She feared
that Sumangala was dead. She kept °
her hand near the nose to feel her.
breath. But to her great distress, it
had stopped. She burst out crymng
that brought in all the mneighbours..
She cried and cried for a long time.
‘Will the dead come back to life 2 After
sometime she buried her daughter
and grew a tender plant there. She
abandoned her husband, renounced.
everything and joined the Seva Samiti
to do service to others with many other
girls. Though her sorrow was forgotten

and took him to

_a little by the lapse of time, still,

every Sunday she used to go to the
little mound, look at the plant, shed
tears for sometime and then return
home sadly. The hand of fate is really
inscrutable ! B ST ol

b ol e T e RSN



~ Went to_ take my

find it gone. In
1er, finding me not
he room and
Aren’t you
K I got into
ted at the top of my

enge myself. The plate
all the flowers fell down.
right! Why did you eat my

~share of the bread also? No wonder you

W jgh aton!” T shouted.

/ lodged a complaint with'
mother, who was in the garden
busy scolding the gardener, who had
not planted the seedlings, sent by
cle, in the right ‘place. T found

my sister returning, her eyes filled

th tears, because Mother had given
her a good scolding for having disturbed

“her, while she was scolding the gardener!
I laughed aloud which irritated her

more.

I went to my room and searcely had
I opened my drawer to take out a book,
before Mother came in with “Padmal
have you tidied your rooms?”

Mother seems to give me eternal
commands. .
“No! T will do it this evening Amma.”

“Leave that book there, get up, go
and do it at once. You, come out with
‘Procrastination is the thief of time’



Mother then said “Pa,dm
older, be a little con: deta,t
her bathe finst.”

T got angry. “Why Amn
spoiling Kamalu? = T
room first and accordmg to the v'
‘First come, fu:st served’ I must bathe
first.” i :

See mummy’s solicitﬁdé
younger one! Sty

“Doesn’t matter, let her bat]

“App-p-p-phal go and bathe,
mind you come out very soon!” I h
to ol)ey mother you see.

had mine. T now played a trick. W
the time was half past eight, I made
nine and so by the time both of us had
our bath, it was nine O’clock!

had asked the cook to keep the &
ready. Assoon asd came

room, she asked me to have
but T would: not do it, be
finished combing my ha
got wild.

“What were you domg ‘ when T had
my bath? This is how you waste time
: and then get angry with m v
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heard “the

ew that
‘Stanley alone had been lynch-
. was nearly out of her mind

gh she

here it had happened.:

- I told the family of what T had seen.
g could ne1ther eat nor sleep. Every

beca,use T had been close to the place

 late then to attempt
been so assiduously:
1) the most plastic years of

my life. Mother had instilled in me,

first, the fear of white men ; later, When
1

as old enough to judge 'for myself
ar had given place to hatred.

Hatred was intensified by what I saw
_ white men do. Tt was many years later,

hile going to school in the North, that
my mind was able finally to evolve out
of, shake itself free of, the grotesque

“race” psychology n which the en-

vironment of my youth had clothed it.
But those Southern boyhood night-
mares have now become such me-
mories as aid me in bringing the his-
torical background of that section to
the class conscious workers who are
making such nightmares impossible. |

7

SPARKS FROM OUR LIFE

By H. D. Rajah.
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It is a collectlon of short stories written on close

observation of men and matters.

The pages bristle

. with the cry for the establishment of anew social
~ order. The themes of the stories are brilliantly concei-
ved and remarkably portrayed.
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“ There is a fire burning in me,

whose bourn no traveller returns.” The
day I saw them dragging out seven
corpses from the well—a man, his wife
and their five children—T knew that
there were occasions when death was a
release. T % e 5l

man’s nose can take away
is the fire of an irrepressible
—the desire to make one

- before T go down

. speech! A few w

ow;

& 5 . of my bein,
It is not, therefore, my impending ble of my
doom that now troubles my mind. Not wil g0 h
in the least. It is something else. There C




b

address them (surely, a vain-

tell them, of course, to

elves to the existing sys-
r all the worlds. That is -

eerly impossible. (T be-

uality, in the liberation

exploitation. = T believe

clety in which speaking the bare
‘will not land one in the ga.ol ]
e in a social order in which. ‘peace

- and “order” will not be maintained by

ts and the C.L.D., but by the vO- .
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 meaningful life that in-

~feel my only obligation is to revelt.

That leads only to
No,

Not blind revolt.
self-destruction.

the means are suited to the ends and
do not get themselyes lost in their
intricacies. s :

And, therefore, even if T am permitted
to deliver the message of my life and
my death I shall not be singing a tune
agreeable to the ears of those who have
condemned me. By everything T hold
dear I shall not do that. But T shall
certainly plead, with all the sincerity
of one who has only a few more sands
of the hour-glass to live, that “terrorism,”
the murder of individuals who are only
the tools of this system of exploitation,
is futile and is against all the prin-
ciples in which they profess to believe
and for which they appear to be ready
to lay down their lives. T shall tell
them that it is even unworthy of people
whose aim is to bring about a new
human social order into existence.
I will tell them how I passed through a
living hell since the moment I missed
fire till I was caught in a lone alley by
seven armed police; what anexeruciating
torture it was—suspecting’'and dreading
every body, afraid to show one’s head
by daylight, unable to move about
freely, and at every moment in bitter
expectation of the inevitable arrest.
And all this for what ?

“Comrades !” T will conclude, making
a last desperate appeal to  sanity.
“ Comrades, in a few hours I would be
paying for my folly with my life. But

that would not be too big a price if'

even one of you, after hearing all that
I have said, will give up entirely the
notion that freedom can be achieved by
¢ terrorising * a few officials. I entreat
you in the name of all you hold
precious to ponder over what I have
said. You will then realise, as T have
realised, that the road to freedom
is long and different. Let us bury
all this tragic stupidity which has cost
this fair land of ours the life of many a

what I want
is intelligent revolt—revolt in which

" Plate or how many runs

offered themselves hasfii‘y, unwisely to
the Moloch of the bomb-cult, & vast,

uncontainable sadness fills my heart.
I feel bitterly the tragedy of wasted -
lives and blasted careers. A fire
has been consuming me from the

moment the Judge passed the sentence

of death on me. I have been burning
to tell you what I felt and what I feel

about this monstrous futility, which I

thought was heroic, noble and glorious,

but which appears now to me an ugly,

wicked and stupendously foolish thing.

There is not, in my opinion, one good

thing to be said about it. It clouds our

vision and blunts our thought and

makes us slaves of the means and forget
the ends. All our time and ‘all our

energies are spent in acquiring the

petty means of destruction and then

in eluding the vigilance of the minions

of the' law. Meanwhile the masses

remain steeped in ignorance, supersti-

tion and destitution. 3

“ Comrades,” I shall cry,ere I end
my peroration; abandon this cult and go
to the masses. Bring light to them. That
light will open the eyes of the masses.
And when their eyes are open they will
thirst « for liberty. That thirst . will
destroy all the rubbish of
Comrades adieu !”

But what is the use of ‘all these
thoughts ? = To-morrow T will be no
more. They will all read in the papers
“Anantaram; who was sentenced to
be hanged on a charge of attempting
to murder  Miiiis o oe s of
taken to the gallows precisely at 6 this
morning. The youth, it is reported,
was calm throughout the proceedings.”

They will then (some after a slight
pause, with a feeling of resentment and
pity) passon to the next column to
know who has won the Governor’s

or Bradman has
made in the Second Test. £

ages.



ng the world tob believe that
hair was not due to old age

Time next pulled Uncle by the tooth;
: of his front teeth dropped
en without notice. Uncle be-
srief stricken, and began to feel, as
effect, that life held nothing far-
ther for him down here in this world.
He went into sulks and locked himself
in, (as he believed), better to think the
matter out. But we never thought
that he would do anything so rash as
‘pulling out the remaining teeth and
‘wait moodily for new ones to be made,
with his mouth receding into the back
of his head. But he was resolved to be
young, if art could make it.

~ Life after this event was a bit of a -
 strain in our house. We really could’nt
understand Uncle when he told us to do




progress he ‘Was mal
new set. When Uncle was :
in a brighter mood, the little
would climb up his knee, and ask mis
chievously, ¢ Why Uncle, wonld y
crack some nuts ?” And Uncle

laugh, shake his fist - lovmgly and

say ¢ Wait,
new teeth.”
house was put off until Uncle got his

wait, let me get my

" teeth. After visiting the dentist for a.

“preliminary fitting” or two, and a
final ‘try-on’; Uncle came home one
evening in his new teeth, snapping

them vigorously, we supposed, for prac--

tice. There was atfirst a little murmur
that they were a little too tight some-
where, or that they ought to be a little
fuller in the front; but Uncle on the
whole expressed satisfaction.

“Let us have a good solid meal now,”
he said, and while the solid meal was
gettmo ready, Uncle was
doing a bit of & trial grinding, prelimi-

nary gnashing, and other anticipatory

Every da.mty in the

the heavens.

_in hisetime.

: beauty And we sit under his feet and

observed eldest of us, who always said “Uncle

Al

stories o his-early da.ys'
one of slmple living and |

of the ﬂesh but. p‘ut hlS goal high n
‘When we do any
he disapproves, he says it was never so-
In his time youths ‘neve
lost their heads as we do, never ca
for pink ties or holla.nd short , ‘but
shone in their mnatural unadorned

strive to become Saints, except the .

never got this Wxsdom except by kmk-'
mg a,ga.mst It s .

Read the New Age and 'be,‘cbm'é_: a Nean
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'perenma,l preblem, then
st be done to prevent h1 o

‘the. ma.rgm of economm
the larger interests of

come intensified by the effects of the
economic depression which has brought
about substantial curtailment of the
agricultural incomes and an unbearable
- increase in the burden of the outstand-
ing debt. - A large portion of this debt
has simply become incapable of liqui-
~ dation in a large portion. The abnor-
mal conditions brought about by the
economic depression have given rise to
- a third aspect of the problem namely,
~ necessity for the application of extra-
> ordinary and desperate remedies to
- meet the present situation. Tt is to be
- hoped that this will not be a standing
problem with us.

. TUnless we keep these three different
~aspects of the problem definitely in
mind and proceed to deal with them as




: such it wﬂl Iea.d toa go

fusxon The divergence of opinion ar
disagreement on the question of ¢
crete legislative and administraf
action that has to be taken  to give

protection and relief to. a,gncultunsts S

in some measure due to the mixing up
of these three aspects of the problem.

Investigation into the of
Rural Indebtedness.

There is now no disposition in any
responsible quarter to deny that the
position of the agriculturists as regards
indebtedness is too serious to admit of
a stand-still policy. Therefore, many
provincial governments and some legis-
latures are actively engaged in the
search of remedial measures, transitory
and permanent, and programmes of
urgent action to be taken. Neverthe-
less, the questionnaire framed by the
Special Officer appointed by the Local
Government “to inyestigate rural in-

to an enqmry mto ‘the.

and consequences of a.grwﬂltuml in-
r l G‘thal‘. a,lﬁed fund&-

one committee had already repo::ted
and on which it is duﬁcu.lt to throw_»‘j

any fresh hght

An enqmry into' the causes of in-
debtedness at the present stage will be
useful only in so far as it helps to find
remedial measures by the removal of
those causes to the extent possible.
Otherwise, it becomes academic and
not of immediate practical value. In
the questionnaire issued by the special -
officer, the following causes of indebt-
ness are mentioned: “Owver-population,
fragmentation of holdings, cattle mor-
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 THE NEW AGE

and of indebtedness which is the result

and not the cause of the poverty.
There is no reference to these causes
in the questionnaire of the special officer,
and if, he is of opinion that no portion
- of the debt is attributable to these
causes, it is difficult to agree with him.

Méasures of Relief and Protection
to Debtors

It must be admitted that by far the
most important ‘causes of indebtedness
do mot lend themselves to a simple
legislative or administrative solution.
General poverty of the masses, vicissi-
tudes of seasons and eclimatic condi-
ticns, uneconomic nature of a large
part of agricultural industry by small
peasants, diminution in the agricultu-
rists’ incomes by the loss of subsidiary .
occupations, effect of fluctnating price
levels on credit, social habits of the
people and the like, so far as they can
be said to be contributory causes of in-
debtedness of the rural masses, require
for their removal State action and eco-
nomic planning on a nation-wide scale.
Measures to increase the income and
purchasing power of the agriculturist,
by construction of irrigation and drain-
age works to overcome the physical
and chmatic conditions, moderating
the burden of land revenue, promotion
of cottage and subsidiary industries,
Improvement of agricultural industry,
imprevement of communications and
marketing facilities, adjusting of cur-
rency and banking policies to the needs
and interest of Indian agriculture, in-
dustry, trtade and commerce, schemes
of social and economic reform and the
like have no doubt an intimate bear-
ing on indebtedness, but are essentially
parts of State: policy to increase the
earning and purchasing power of the
masses, and are not measures of debt
relief except in the sense that mitiga-
tion of poverty will reduce indebted-
‘ness.

Lshall therefore confine myself to
measures of debt relief as such in res-
pect of which immediate and definite

_portant thing to be 1
_that the question of pi

relief of agricultural debtors must be

looked at from a purely economic stand-

point and that measures adopted in |
relation thereto should be placed above:
all political, communal and social pre-
judices and controversies.  Further,
our endeavour should be to adjust the
relation between creditor and debtor in
the most equitable manner avoiding

' injustice to either as far as possible. In

making my suggestions, I have tried to
act on these principles. I shall classify
by the measures of relief under these
categories according as they pertain to
one or other of the three aspects of the
problem T have already referred to.

1. Organisation and Reform of Agencies
for Rural Credit

(a) Cooperative credit:—The, expan-
sion of the co-operative credit of all
varieties through rural credit societies
and land Mortgage banks is in my opi-
nion, the best solution for providing cre-
dit on reasonable terms and under be-
neficial conditions to the agriculturists. I
feel that no other agency is equally
capable of serving his economic needs.
I plead for a larger appreciation of the
benefits of co-operative credit and for
greater interest in its development on
the part of the friends of the agricul-
turists. It is to be hoped that the pro-
posed Rural Credit Section of the Re-
serve Bank will put agricultural finance
and Cooperative Credit in this country
on a firm and satisfactory basis. -

(6) Regulation of moneylender’s ' Ac-

_ counts and practices:—The question of

credit to agriculturist is intimately
bound up with the regulation of money- -
lending as the urban and rural money-
lender is still the chief agency from
which the agriculturist derives his
credit. T feel that legislation for the
regulation of moneylenders” accounts
and practices is an essential measure of

reform connected with the placing of



Royal
mpt salaries, wages and ‘earnings u
0
'y necessary mea,sure ofe
ust ‘be extended to other

o each trade or professmn
vision of section 60 of the Civil
rocedure Code fixing the limit of
unattachable salary at Rs. 40 is- clearly
inadequate. - Moreover, it applies only
to public officers and servants of railway
- companies and local authotities and not
to other classes of employees. In most
of the Statutes enacted in the last
three or four years in the dominions of
the British Commonwealth such as
Australia, New Zealand, and South
Africa, Farm Debt Relict Boards which
are constituted to give relief to agrical-
turists are directed to leaye an adequate
sum to cover the sustenance—allowance
\of the indebted farmer before meeting
the clainis of the creditors and even of
‘the Crown. The recommendation of the
" Whitley Commission is more or less in
accordance with the spirit of these
Modern Statutes.

(d) Rural Tnsolvency Act —A suitable
; Vma.chmery to give speedy discharge to

[ the' pe
ibed for recovery of




at the disposal of the court or his cre
tors is unable to get a discharge with

out enormous espenditure and delay
which almost amount to denial of relief,

and is unable to get out of the shackles

of his debt and earn an honest liveli-
hood elsewhere as a free man. This

must be remedied.

(e) Power to revise contracts.—Tribu-
nals who decide claims for recovery of
debts must be invested with very - wide
powers of interference with contracts
between creditors and debtors so as‘ to
relieve the latter from the effects of
usury and penalties under these con-
tracts. The existing statutory mea-
sures such as the Usurious Loans Act
and the provisions of the Indian Con-
tract Act have been found to be inade-
quate and they should be strengthened.
As the relief to the debtor in these cases
comes as a result of a judicial deter-
mination by impartial tribunals, there
need be no apprehension of the misuse
of such powers.

(f) dbotition of arrest and imprisonment
except in the case of recalcitrant and
Jraudulent debtorsi—1 feel that provi-
sion for arrest and imprisonment of
debtors is ‘undesirable and should; if
possible, be deleted from the Statute
Book except in' regard to recaleitrant
and fraudulent debtors, who are able to
pay, but wilfully,evade payment,in the
opinion of the Coutt executing the
decree. Thisis a resonable and suffi-

cient provision to safeguard to the:
I consider that in .
no system of civilised jurisprudence,

creditors’ interests.

poverty should be penalised to the
extent of putting an honest debtor in
jail. Tt is an extreme form of coercion
which should be done away with

z ¥ »Contd.-‘on‘ Page 371.

debts but is
ready and willing to place all his assets

: ime g
for adoption in this province also. I
personally think that legislation to pre-
vent alienation of land in this province
is undesirable. It will place the agri-
culturists in this province, who are
peasant proprietors with heritable and
transferable interests in their holdings
at great disadvantage, and on the
whole T feel that it will operate more
to their detriment and prejudice than
to their benefit. The experience of the
provinces, where it is being tried has
not been happy. Therefore, I shall not
adyocate it = SeonE Sl

III. Measures to deal with abnormal
conditions created by the depression.

(a) Conciliation of deEt:—-AdOptiOh,
of measures for the compulsory congci-
liation of debts so as to scale them
down to the extent of the debtors
capacity to repay is, I think, a very
necessary measure of relief which is-
called forin the abnormal conditions

- created by the acute economic depres-

sion. There seems to be much scepticism
about the chances of success of such a
scheme. We are however not asked
to write on a clean slate. The experi- -
ment is being tried at least in one pro-
vince in India, namely, the Central
Provinces. A review of the working
of one of the debt conciliation boards
In that province, namely, Khurai Debt

Conciliation Board, recently issued by :

the Central Provinces Government 5
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A Book of international importance surveyingfthe genisis and causes. of the

Student, or Professor or a politician can afford to remain withouta copy’
of this work. 3 ? >

ein

world to-day.

C

A social theme boldly conceived and splendidly portrayed. Mr. H. D. Rajah

is well known as a public man and his work ‘Is it a Crime?’ has thrown light

on many important baffling problems of our society and has given lead

in solving them. :

5 The Hindu Says: —* The Novel is indeed a clarion call to our reformers to

sweep away the cob-webs of ages and to restore purity to our social system...

u Mr. Rajah has done a distinet service.”” ; :

The Indian Express writes:—* The book is highly provoeative of thought
for those who have the welfare of society at heart. Tt is written in an easy

nation and its forward march.” . .

SPARKS FROM OUR LIFE By H.D:RAJAH, As4.

) e [

and interesting sketches. They are so true,, that you will have a very in-
teresting ime of it when you go through them. Read and you will know
what the book is ! ;

EVOLUTION OF THE CONGRESS By U. C. GOPALAN, As. 4.
U This book contains a short history of the Congress from its beginning up to
the introduction of Montford reforms. Eyery student of history and politics
ought to have a copy of the same.

LIFE OF DEVALERA (in Tamil) By BALAKUMAR, Price As. 6 only.
U In this book, the life of De Valera, the great Irish Patriot who is now guiding
the destinies of Ireland is given. It contains a graphic description of how
Ireland fought for her freedom, the role Mr. De Valera played and the success
Ireland achieved. It inspires you and sets you thinking. You cannot miss a copy.

ROOSEVELT & NEW AMERICA By A. G. Venkatachary, As. eight.
U This book will be shortly published by this Company.. It is a bold approach to
the problems of America which are facing President Roosevelt and gives an
excellent acecount of the various measures Mr. Roosevels is adopting for his

country’s recovery. It is an indispensable book fo every one and all. Send for
a copy at once.

The National Literature Publishing Co., Ltd.
3. KONDI CHETTY STREET. MADRAS. .

I :
R R PR G

WORLD DEPRESSION By K. T. SHAH, Pages 971, Price Rs 1-8:0.

world depression and suggesting daring methods to economic recovery. No

St

Prof. K. T. Shah is a well-known economist of internabional reputation
and his latest work is an original contribution to the probl?m facing ‘the ;

IS IT A CRIME? By H D. RAJAH Pages 294, Price Re. 1.

and arresting style and deserves to be in the hands of all well-wishers of the -

In this small book, Mr. Rajah has given the best of life in the form of stories :
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rpose, scheme of concxha,tlon

vk in co-operative institutions
After all, ~why should this oppor-
,‘tlinity of wrmng off bad debts be lost
y co-operative societies? I therefore
unhesitatingly advocate that co-opera-
tive credit must also come under debt
conciliation operations. i

(b) Protection Orders:—Some further
ttansitory measures of relief are called
for to deal with the situation created
by the abnormal conditions now pre-
measure of relief of vailing. Prevention of sales of agri-

indebtedness, espe 1ally the cultural land under conditions which

t of Madras, will T hope will result in its passing away from the

it opinion in the light of facts hands of the debtor for very low prices

7 Which now prevyail and issue of protec-

tion certificates tp agricultural debtors
~during specified perlOdS or pending debt
concxha.tlon operations are Ineasures



# grea
- are also spi |
- questionnaire of the special office
(1) Tt is said that measures |
nature suggested above destro; 1
sanctity of contract between the credi.
tors and debtors. It s true thatn
relief can be given to a debtor unless
the creditor foregoes or is denied a part
of his “legal” claim. But it cannot be
denied  that the contracts between
the creditors and debtors have
undergone serious modifications to
the prejudice of the latter for causes
“beyond their control by the efiect of
fluctuations in price levels, curtailment
of incomes and other causes. As a
result of these factors, the burden of
the debt has greatly increased for no
fault of the debtor and no merit
of the creditor and there is nothing
in justice, equity or good conscience WALl bl ke
to  compel tge grnforcégmerit. of these 2SUHENEES, T0 diten«ow"in
contracts in their = entirety to @ the ]a.nd 1m£a,1n§1_g- 2 jpm oL
disadvantage of the debtor ‘and to the il Pand ba
advantage of the creditor. Such sanc-
tity as there is, is a mere “legal”
SANCULY created by an act of Legislature : e
and not “moral” ?Sla,nctity offtheg nature ’lde‘rylves substantial Dol ‘.O;E £5:2) SHie.
of immutable divine law. Zaw must some= from land. These 9 Pmdémjt Bs3alb
times undergo modifications i the 2ught fo bg = {ﬁfﬂep Lo sl e
interest of larger public and national in-  Dtate to intervens in th olution of th 7
Tt ot problem. There yet another and
: - - perhaps from the standpoint
(2) The other objection raised against State, a more serious aspect of
such measures is that they will result _tion.  An experienced Britis
ultimately in restriction of credit to i
agriculturist and thus operate to his
disadvantage; instead of being helpful
to him. T am unable to agree with this
view. There is no reafon for credit on
reasonable terms mnot flowing 'thre,iilgh
usual channels simply because mo ey-
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next 2’ The proceedings of the Jubb:

 pore session of the All India Congress

Committee and the speeches and state- I ‘
‘by Pandit Govind Vallabh Pant in  his
. speech on the resolution he moved at

ments of congress leaders before and

after the session provide some sort® of

satisfactory answer to this question.
The Congress Policy.

The most striking fact about Con~
gress policy in recent years is that it

represents an era of reaction. I mean °

by this expression the progressive shif-
ting in the policy of the congress in the
direction of making it less and less
offensive to British Imperialism and the
adoption of methods intended to pre-
vent any kind of clash with the
TImperialist authority.

The first step in this reaction was the
absolute abandonment of Civil Disobe-
dience. Abandonwment of a struggle
need not always lead to reaction. There
are stagesin a struggle like the nationa-
list, which forms a whole epoch itself,
when a retreat would not mean a
reaction. Dut thatis a retreat which is
dictated by the circumstances; and
Which is intended only to be temporary

. and just to afford breathing time for’
launching the offensive again. Was that
the kind of retreat intended by the
congress leaders when they withdrew
civil resistance in its entirety. I cannot
concede it was a retreat of that kind. T
contend it Was a retreat of a party,
which having waged a futile struggle
and lost it was retreating in confusion,
Losing confidence in itself and in the pos-
sibility and necessity of launching a
struggle when the next occasion arose.
Is this view correct? I believe this
view is substantiated by every decision
made by the congress and every state-
ment made by official congressmen since
the Poona decisions. :

(1) Firstly, there is mot a single
congress leader who is keen on the
revival of civil disobedience even as a
remote contingency. In almost eyery
statement made by congress leaders,
emphasis is laid on this “change of

‘accusl:

the Jubbulpore meeting of the ALC.C. |
on the ban still retained on certain

congress organisations. EEvdty
While not making the slightest

-reference to Civil resistance, every at-

tempt is being made to convince the

bureaucracy that the congress is no

longer an unconstitutional organisation.
The pretence, therefore, of being diffe-
rent from the liberals in standing
by the fetish of * constitutionalism,
through thick and thin has been given
up in fact, if not in words. .

To maintain the prestige of Grandhiji
as an unbeaten Satyagrahi, as one
who cannot give up his principle of
civil resistance on any score,-he has
been allowed to ¢ retire ” from the
congress. The main object of this
“ retirement,” again, is to convince the
bureaucracy that the only inveterate
“ unconstitutionalist ”’ is not inside the
congress.

Attitude towards Congress
Socialist Party,

(i1) The congress attitude towards
the new born Congress Socialist Party
has been one of sufferance, as a tiny bit
of nuisance. It will be remembered what
a fuss the Working Committee made
when the Socialist Party came into
existence, saying that Socialism could
not be achieved through non-violence
and therefore opposed to the Congress.
Of course, the resolution was intended
to serve twp purposes : for-one thing, it
Wwas intended to demonstrate to British
Imperialism that even if the Indian
Inasses were wiped out to a-man not a
little finger Would be raised against it;
for another, it was intended to assure
the Millowner, the money-lenders and
the Zamindars and Landlords that wWhat-
ever might happen, the Congress would



Tt is, therefore, clear that the prime
otwe in the criticism of socialists by
! leaders IS to assure the

fI it not because of disgust that the

~ Punjab Tongress -Socialists’ Party has

, . chosen to drop the epithet ‘congress’ in

its name? Even poor Mr. Ranga, a

Congress M.L.A., has been roused to

reply to the criticisms made by Mr. Sat-

My, yamurthi of the socialists. Mr. Satya-

ongtess murthi, of course, believes that India

- in the Assem Iy, Whose zeal for has ploduced no greatel politician than

i bimself, but some believe that there

‘isno greater friend of British Tmpe-
rialism than he and men of his type.

Constituent Assembly.

ITl. An infallible indication of the
2 Hls defence of his W01k reactionary leadership is proyvided by the
his gallant colleagues in the mannerin which the Congress has treat-

pralseworthy Such ed the question of a ‘Constltuent Assem-
bly The Congress owes the expression
to Pandit Jawa.ha.rlal Nehru, who him-

all hlS




. the people to ent‘oree it. Butin S
murthy’s hands it is a dig
pa.rtles conference, meeting under

auspices. of British ba.yonets drafting

a constitution which w_oud _be a
proved by Parliament.  The
aress leaders went on talking

during - the  Assembly elections, as
though really they meant to do some-
thmcr of that sort. But what actually
happened‘? The Joint Parliamentary
‘Committee made a report which made

the White Paper look as pale asa ghost -

of Die-hardism compared to itself. And
Parliament in right earnest set about
the task of embodymo the report in an
Act which would take away with the
right hand, what was foigned to be
offered with the left. What did our
congress members do in the Assembly,
when the Reforms came up for discus-
sion? ‘Constituent Assembly’ was
clearly forgotten.
the limbo of cast off slogans. Hven
the word ‘rejection’ was not remember-
‘ed. The Congress resolution on Re-
forms, is, in short, a shamefaced

example of complete betrayal. M.
Satyamurthi, speaking at an elec-
tion meeting in Madras said, “The Con-

gress' would reject the Wh.lte Paper
and ask for the convening of a Consti-
tuent Assembly to settle India’s future
constitution.”
course, could mnot  be
it had already been rejected by
the Parliamentary - Committee. And

: the wrong sxde it Was Dot menhoned at

about -
the Constituent Assembly and the “re-
jection of the White Paper ad nauseam

=Y mg mass. CODSC!OUSDESS

It had been left in

‘tude towards the Silver Jubllee and thy

~mended an attitude of neutrality

~mot of active opposition. Wh

_cession 2
The White Paper, of

rejected, as ¢ oppose the Impena,h E‘

_tooth a.nd nail,

as for Constituent Assembly, as that ;
would mean rubbmg Tmperialism on

passing a resolu on dem ding a."
Was there much use in

that on the Indo—Bntlsh Agreem
and the innumerable other paj
“defeats’ inflicted on the Gov

All resolutions are. only aimed a cre
and not

many years a.go. 75

IV. A significant exa.mple of mactxon -
is again provided by the _congress . atti-

instructions 1ssned regarding the beha.

viour of congress members of local
bodies on ceremonial occasions.
either case, the congres'

The reason 1s




t may be s the Bible says
does not live by bread alone.
‘Russian 1ntellectuals,
.Iewxsh Professors a.nd

ulture, art and everything

and if needs be, must give:

the cry for bread. The mate-

&Il’Sf.lc mterpretahon of h1=tory 1S no

a mystery to be learnt in the

3 m ssive volumes of Kar ,Ma.lx. It has

it s su1pnsmg,
conveyed by thlS Word




to many ‘respécfable. people. -
their alarm may abate a little

can be made to realise the basic laws of

 capitalism under which they live.

In my opinion, they are only four ¢

and extremely simple. I shall content
myself with stating and

them.

give’. In the jargon of economists this

is called ‘profit’. - It is a pity economics.

did not arise as a part ¢f elementary
mathematies. Then it would be clear
to every school boy that all cannot take
more than they give. This law there-
fore becomes in practice “‘the few shall
take more than they give’. This is the
gospel for the trader and the industria-
list. Give as little as possible and take
as much as you can. Your name and
fame will depend on the size of the
difference between the two. .

The next rule is.even more striking
and splendid. Tt is, ‘Get something
for nothing’. Have you managed to
scrape a hundred rupees. You then
deserve to get five, eight or ten rupees
a year gratis for your wonderful action.
Go on repeating it and in course of
time you and your descendants will
become objects of worship and society
will maintain you and them for ever
and ever. Thisis the golden rule of
‘interest’.

If you have got a spare house which
you cannot occupy or spare acres which
you cannot cultivate, you become one
of the chosen. Your duty is clearly
cut out. “Your neighbour’s need is
your opportunity” and this is: the third
law. There are many homeless per-
sons and many starving devils who will
slave for you for the privilege of
keeping your house clean or covering
your barren field with smiling crops.
Your luck depends on the number and
the need of these people and you should
never cease to pray that the homeless
and the hungry may always increase.

m g

explaining

The first great law of capitaﬁsm is
‘Thou shalt take +more than you can -

Tt says, ‘I have now made a be
arrangement by which out of your
work, you shall pay profit to som

interest to others and rent to some

others: Now, this system will go to
pieces unless proper arrangements ate
made to ensure their punctual pay-
ments. So, you must pay for Kings,
Ministers, Governors, Judges, soldiers
and policemen. ' Do not be afraid you
have too little to pay. : Arrangements

will be made to collect the amounts

painlessly. You will pay a little on
everything you eat or wear and while

you will not feel it, the drops will swell
into mighty rivers before they reach
the capital cities. ;

It is really a great and creative
effort. Capitalism may be likened to
the Hindu Brahma with the four faces
of ‘Profit, Rent, Interest and Taxation’.
The God confers wonderful boons to
his devotees. If you cannot strike oil
or gold, you may speculate on cotton
or silver, win in the races, or pass the
L.C.S. Some way or other you must
leave the common people and cross the
rubicon. If you turn back and enquire

- what happens to the rest, you are lost. .

Unfortunately in this Kali Yuga, too
many are turning back and asking
themselyes whether these laws are
really unchangeable axioms. The
canker of doubt has gone even so far
as to encourage some ' to call them
vicious superstitions. They say that
the rickshaw is not a human convey-
ance, that no man need carry another
and that the many need not be enslay-
ed for the benefit of the few. My
allowance of space does not permit me
to explain the sacriligious thoughts of
these impious folk. It is enough to
say they are called ‘socialists’.
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; he book itself anyway is one’
is bound to help all students of
Indian finance and all Indian legis-
d journalists. The statistical
_provided therein of revenue and
2 accounts every year are specially
useful.  We should conﬁdently recom-
to the pubhc : :
e D. R
Ch drens Everyday Sclence
(m Tamll)

By, M S Subra.mcmmn, Przce As. Twelve.

. This is a  book in Science Written
by Me. M. S. Subramanian for children
studying in schools. The book is
itten in conformlty Wlth the ' new




ing style that even the dullest of th
-students will find interest in his readu;g

NOTES AND

Our Thanks SR

With this issue, The4Vew Age has
completed one year. Ddring this period,
it has passed through many vieissi-
tudes, but we are glad that it has
survived all of them. TIn the course
of our work, we have to deal
with men and matters according to our
own light of reasoning, and if we have
pleased a few and offended the rest or
offended a few and pleased  the rest, it
is quite inevitable. We can only pro-
mise our readers that it shall continue

to do its bit of service without fear or-

favour. 3
We are thankful to all those who

have helped us i the conduct of our

journal and especially ‘to those contri-
butors on whose time and energy, we
have very liberally drawn. It is only
with the help of such fiiends that a
journal of this type can continue. We
request them to take up the cause, for
which this journal is devoted as their
own, and continue to render help which

they never grudged us before.

Our thanks are due to all businessmen
who have used this journal as a medium
for popularising their institutions. We
are thankful to The Indian Bxpress for
kindly lending us the blocks of leaders
which appear in this issue, ;

Our record has been one of continuous
progress, and given the requisite helpand
support, we are sure that we shall be able
to do more effective service than what
We had done already. We therefore
appeal to one and all to help us in our

‘given any oppqrtnn._ity kfor self-expres-

COMMENTS

attempt with a ﬁey : to f.he : cbmélate\ &
realisation of our objective. 3 2

The Enemy in disguise Fataa
- The May Day Celebration this year |

- took a new and somewhat startling turn

in our country. In other lands, the ™
working class as usual marched in
their thousands to demonstrate their
solidarity in their great fight to over-
throw the domination of the parasitic
capitalists. But the Indian working
class which has not yet become class
conscious was driven by the lackies of
capitalism to demonstrate their eternal
subservience to tyranny and exploita-
tion, The May Day is the day of self--
assertion on the part of the workers.
But such psuedo-leaders as Mr. Basu
Dev and E. V. R. Naicker poisoned
the mind of the working class with’
talks of peaceful class collaboration.
They even, went to the extent of

‘passing loyalty resolutions at May_

Day meetings! There is a new game
set afoot by some of our political
parasites by Wwhich the’enthusiasm of
the ignorant masses is yoked to the
fulfllment of the selfish designs of
their masters. The poor worker attends
a May Day gathering in the hope that
he may contribute to the expression of
the solidarity of the workers of the
world.  But the platform is usurped
by the agents of capitalism with the
result that resolutions, the very opposite
of those that should be passed on such %
occasions, are proposed and carried
without the ignorant worker being




alian expansion in  the Ea.st a,nd will
1duce Ttaly to fight France on the side
of Germany. France may buy off Ttalian
friendship by grant of colonies or by
. promising benevolent hel Ttaly’s
attempt to swallow up A,byssmxa. Wibat s |
_ever causes make up for temporary
political or military alliances, the fact
of Ttalian war mania is an abiding
_factor. Sois the case with Germany
and Japan. Why are these three states
sowar minded and so warlike ?

The cause is: patent and lies on the
surface. Owing to historical causes
into which we cannot probe at present
these three nations have adopted a
philosophy of life and huve organised a
. state machine which would be inconsis-
.-tem with the maintenance of peace.

- Fascism has taken hold of these three
-peoples and has driven them to organise
- for war and against peace. Nazi Ger-
S the most logical and the most
exponent of this philosophy.
; The Nazi/leader has said that even as




‘contine to be dominated by t
‘teaching. L S
The Jubbulpore Meei_:iyg” : ;
The first meeting of, the All Indi
Congress Committee after the Bombay
session of the Congress was held at
- Jubbulpore « during the last week
of last month. Naturally all eyes
were turned towards that  historic
city hoping that it would make fresh
history by leading the country toa
forward course in its struggle for
Independence. But such hopes were
belied and it would appear as though
the meeting was held only to congra--
tulate the Parliamentary Party in its
paper ‘ victories * over the Government.
It j5 unnecessary here to repeat the
charges against that Party which has
grossly betrayed the country and given
the go-by to 1ts own election pledges.
As a famous politician once remarked,
 Promises made during electionsand -
love-making are not meant to be kept?
the ' Congress Parliamentary  Party
forgot all their promises in its zeal to
please and dance to the tune of a
few mountebanks led by Jinnah, and
lost sense of its own responsibility to the
electorate whom they were representing
. and compromised their position. Durin,
- the election time, the Parliamentaria
did not fail to blow  their rumpets by
“trumpeting the blows recei
_ volunteers in the struggl
to get themselves electe
: ‘they for




- menacing proposition like war and its
horrors. Ome not be surprised to
find veteran Congress Leaders, in the
event of a war being declared, engaging |
themselves as recruiting agents to the
Brltlsn Auny

Such ave the condmons fa.cmg Indxa.
today and our A. T. C. C. has failed us
miserably. Can we not hope that better

. times _gge in store for us and the
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