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_ Lditorial

: ‘T.}'Je.Victorian ', which had ceased publication in 1944, is now
being revived, and it gives me great pleasure in inaugurating this first
number.  This revival is the fruit of the keenness and enthusiasm of the

- two elected Secretaries of the Hostel Union and their colleagues and
th support they received from the members of the Hostel.  This spirit
of co-operation and of united effort is excellent and of good augury, and
T heartily salute it. -

- TeisTight that, in keeping with the spirit of the times, the present
‘number includes articles not only in English but in Tamil, Telugy,
Malayalam and Kannada. All the articles admitted after careful scrutiny
by Sri P. N. Krishna Rayan for publication are interesting, and the
contributors deserve to be congratulated on their effort. While it is
imperative that we should cultivate more and more our own languages and
give them the fullest scope, we must never allow ourselves to neglect, out
of a mistaken national spirit, the priceless gift of English which has come
to us, for English is the sole medium through which the literature, thought
and science of the world outside the limits  of India, if not our Province,
can come to us. Letus therefore devote ourselves with zest to the
cultivation of our languages without in any way losing our hold of this
invaluable English.

5 My thanks are due to Messts. G. S. N. Acharya, R. S. Desikan and
B. Nanjundaswami of Presidency College for their kind help and
co-operation in the preparation of the Telugu, Tamil and Kannada
sections of this number.

Before concluding 1 may perhaps be permitted to repeat the
announcement I made at the annual function of the Hostel held in February
that 1950 is the year of the Golden Jubilee of the Victoria Students’
‘Hostel, and that all members of the Hostel, both past and present, are
invited to co-operate with the managementin making the celebrations to
be held next year a great success. An appeal in this behalf will shortly
issue, and I do hope the response will be encouraging.

Warden
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By
AT C. PILLAI

It was to escape the oppression of thoughts and associations that we
came away that evening to the Marina. But I was not destined to find
relief or solace. For, as the waning sun began to sink, thoughts of my
mother’s illness and demise crowded into my mind. If she had left me
alone, I could have shifted for myself. But asit was, I was saddled with a
sister who was not even five. '

No, that is unfair; not saddled, no, not saddled. There was
responsibility, of course, and sometimes even anxiety, but then there was
ample compensation too. In fact she turned out to be my only ray of
hope. She was the treasure and the legacy my mother had left behind
for my consolation. I could not part with her, could not bring another
into our house to take care of her. She was my only sister, my sole
charge. Looking after her, I began to love her with a tenderness I never
before knew. After all we had no one else to love or to be loved by. No
wonder then that our hearts invariably beat in perfect unison. How
often during the day would she jump on my lap and let me cover her face
with kisses ! ;

I had thus tried all along to make her happy, and in so acting, had
found happiness myself. Poor little darling, deprived for no fault of hers
of the tenderness, the strength of a miother’s love! Mother! The word
started a train of thoughts in my mind. She was dead now one full year.
Time had not succeeded in diminishing the sorrow. My heart still ached
in sharp realization of my terrible loss. The last moments of my mother
were still fresh and vivid in my memory. I remembered distinctly the look
in her eyes as she placed little Shirley’s hands in mine and whispered :
“Love her for me.”

All on a sudden there came a shriek, a cry. I was flung out of my
reverie. Something was wrong somewhere, but where and what I had yet
to learn. “ Shirley, Shirley,” I called aloud. She was nowhere to be
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seen. Doubt developed into apprehension. ' I grew frantic with fear. In

my ruminations I had forgotten her and allowed her to wander about
and play on the sands on her own. i

: A few yards from me there was a concourse. People were running,
shouting, crowding................I was stunned, but it was only for the fraction
~of a second. By now many people had gathered round the scene of com-
motion. A wave of dread and apprehension swept over me. 1 dragged

myself frantically to the crowd, the name of my missing sister dying down
in my throat.

A shout of jubilation went up from the crowd. Another of encourage-
ment accompanied it. And then I heard many voices speaking together,
voices near me, but how truly afar !

Wading through the sea, fighting the billows, the figure of a woman

was seen making for the land, something not very light tenderly pressed to
her breast.

“Shirley, my Shirley,” my cry was barely audible. T pushed the
crowd aside and forced myself inside. The rescuer had now reached the

shore. Her burden was none other than the limp body of my own
little Shirley.

“Shirley, Shirley,” I cried in anguish, and eagerly I snatched the
dear treasure from the hands of the rescuer. Some scolded me, some
hindered me, but their very opposition infused a new energy into me. I
ran with my little sister, defying the crowd. Instinct must have warned
me that delay, however short, would certainly be fatal.

I do not know what happened later. I do not know how I managed
to drive the car. But one thing kept insistently ringing in my ears, and
that was that somehow or other I had to save my darling from the
clutches of death. It was only when Sister Aroujo assured me that the
little girl was out of danger that the realization of the position dawned
upon me. Then I knew that in my state of frenzied excitement 1 had fled,
and providentially, to the Rathna Hospital.

In the morning of the following day, I woke: up in answer to the
news-boy’s knock. On the very front page of the daily was conspicuously
_ displayed in bold letters the headline: “A College Girl's Heroism.”
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The news-item read: ‘Thanks to the courage and promptness of a
student of the City Women's College, a tragedy was averted last evening.
While playing on the sands on the Marina, Shirley Ross (5) tumbled down
the dip and was swiftly lifted into the sea, which was unusually rough. Miss
Prema, one of the students of the City College, spotted the drowning child,
rushed into the sea and rescued her. The brother of the child came up
on the scene at the end. He rushed his unconscious sister to the Hospital.
It is now reported that the child has already been discharged. She is the
daughter of the late Dr. D. P. Ross. Miss Jerry Prema is the student who
performed this act of heroism last evening. She is in the graduating class.’

“ Miss Prema, Prema, ” aloud I repeated the name.
“ Now, now, are you also meditating a plunge ?”
I turned round to see the intruder. It was Dr. Varma !

“So you have already begun to wish that you were in Shirley’s
place last evening ? What a privilege to be rescued by, by........ well, what
is the wonderful name I caught you niuttering so fondly ?” He had a
hearty laugh at my confusion. That is his way, this Dr. Varma’s, always
jovial, always genial. He had heard of our accident and had come first
thing in the morning to look us up.

We had breakfast together. As soon as Dr. Varma left us, we
drove to the City Women’s College Hostel. The maid who ushered us
into the parlour assured us with a knowing smile that Miss Prema would be
coming in a minute.

On our way I had endeavoured to impress on my little sister’s mind
that she would have been drowned and lost to me, had it not been for the
young lady we were going to see. She was the saviour of little Shirley,
and we had to give her some token of our deep sense of indebtedness.

“ Let me give her my car,” Shirley eagerly volunteered. The car
she referred to was the latest plaything I had bought for her, and she,
I knew, was greatly enamoured of the gift.

“ No, my little one, a car, even if it be your favourite car, will not
be worthy of your rescuer. We must give her something that is precious,
something that will last. Unfortunately we have nothing worthy of her
and her service to us. Anyway you must tell her how grateful you are.”
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She promised ' to tell her that she was very thankful and would
always love her for saving her life.

There came a rustle, and I knew she was coming. I was too
embarrassed to look at her, much less to utter any word. She must have
observed my nervousness and discomfiture. Anyway she made it easy
for me—whether by accident or design, I cannot say. Talking the child

“in her arms, she pressed her to her breast and whispered. ‘Too sweet,
really.” They were friends, fast friends already. I merely looked on.

In the meantime I waited eagerly for an opening. It came when
after their hugs and smiles and whispers, Miss Prema looked straight into

my eyes. As I wasa very nervous sort of person, I had to summon up all
my courage to meet her gaze without flinching.

% Good morning”, I began, rather absurdly late. “As you will
have certainly guessed,” I found myself speaking, “we have come here to
see you and thank you for what you did for us yesterday. Shirley
is my only sister, and I would have been condemned........ e

Emotion choked my utterance.

I conld not find words to complete
the sentence.

“Yeg?, 1 resumed, “condemned toa life of misery, had you not
rushed to our rescue. You can see what a debt of gratitude we owe you.

In fact it is so great that nothing we can do to express out indebtedness
will ever suffice. ”

“« Please don’t say all that,” she cut me short, “1 don’t think I did
anything to merit this lavish praise.” She turned next to little Shirley on
her lap. So you thought of doing something for me, eh, little one ?”’

“ Yes, yes, I wanted to give youmy car, but he said it was not good
enough.”

“ The car she speaks of is her favoured toy,” 1 added an explana-
tion. It is proof that she will part with anything in your fayour.”

“Is that so? Come on now, Shirley, will you give me, if I should
a5k for it, the thing you like best on earth 7

“ Sure, I will.” My sister was prompt and emphatic.
“ And pray, what is that wonderful thing you like most ?”

2
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At this my little sister jumped unceremoniously out of Miss Prema'’s
lap. And running up to me she clambered on to my chair, and perched
on my lap, holding me in a sort of a possessive embrace : “This, HE!”
proudly, confidently, she announced, triumphantly pointing to me.

That, if anything, was a bolt from the blue !
Andiiiz e

Yes, there is an ‘and’. And Miss Prema blushed for the fraction of
a second. In her eyes there was a wonderful light and on her beautiful
face the glow of happiness new-found.

The Fag
By
R. P. VARMA

The clock—somewhere at a distance —strikes three. What a lonely
night indeed ! The melodious songs of the mosquitoes fill the air with
life! The burring sound of the nearby motor pump! It is a paradoxical
world ! And there I sit in front of my table with a half-burnt fag still

smouldering in my hand—the only companion to enjoy the peace of
the night!

Yes, the fag—American slang for a cigarette—French diminutive
for cigarro! The primitive cigar was merely a few leaves of tobacco
rolled together between the palms of the hands, one end of the roll being
placed in the mouth, the other end being lit, possibly justifying Johnsen's
describing it as an object with ‘a fool at one end and fire at the other.”
What a sarcasm for such a universally applauded thing as the cigarette !

Shakespeare, of course, makes no reference to the use of cigars or
cigarettes, but many passages could be culled from Ben Jonson and other
dramatists. Bobadill, the braggart soldier of Every Man in His Humour,
professes to have received in the Indies “ no other nutriment in the world
for the space of one and twenty weeks, but the fume of this simple only.”’
Therefore it cannot be but “’tis most divine.”” ‘ Divine” is Spenser’s word
also, and was, indeed, the stock epithet among those who approved of its
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virtues, whether for closing ‘the orifice of the stomach’ when one could
not come by a dinner or for something else. Ruskin denounced cigarette-

smoking as ‘“enabling a man to do nothing without being ashamed
of himself.”

Have Ruskin and his followers ever thought of the good that is in a
fag ? Nay, not for a moment. Depending on the individual and on the
time and circumstances of its being consumed, our poor little cigarette
works wonders. In certain cases it will rouse the sluggish mind into
activity, while in others it will moderate excessive mental excitement !
This poor little fellow has never been known to originate any specific
disease, yet all blame him ! Is the cigarette not really an indispensable
thing to all types of people, especially to the students who have to rack
their brains for all sorts of degrees and double degrees? Don't you think
that our minds, when sluggish, must be made active? Is it not necessary
that the mental excitement of a student due to examination fears must be

moderated? And for all these purposes what is more effective than
a cigarette ?

And is that all ? It isreally a pride to have a cigarette in between
your fingers, of course lit. How many non-smokers keep a tin of cigarettes
and an ash-tray in their drawing rooms! Itis a blessing indeed—one
which makes the meeting of friends warmer and more frequent. Even
the bitterest enemies warmly exchange cigarettes! And as Matthew
Arnold puts if, “whatever adds to the agreeableness of life adds its
resources and power.”

Why go to the age of Shakespeare and Ben Jonson? Let us
examine our own times. If you are a smoker and are confined to your
room, I am sure, at least a dozen friends visit you every hour—some for a
packet of cigarettes and then being satisfied with a stump, some for the
stump alone and then deriving satisfaction from seeing your friends smoke,
- and some others for just a puff! There are people who would even wake
you up in the early hours of the morning for a fag, while there are others
who are capable of taking it from your room without disturbing your sleep!
Yes, you may call this theft, but a smoker will never consider it so ! Can
there be anything in this world or even in your dream-land, greater or
dearer than a fag? The rich and the poor, the moneyed and the
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penniless all admire and love this divine thing on earth. And that is why
we have parasites among smokers too. They are smokers, in tact,
chain-smokers, but they never buy a fag, yet they smoke and smoke and
smoke !

And the cigarette stump, the last few puffs of which are said to be
equal to a virgin’s kiss, is of great demand. What a wonderful part it is !
The most poisonous part, it yet acts like the poison from a virgin’s kiss
or Cupid’s arrow ! ;

To the philosopher there is greater beauty in a fag. To him it
suggests that man’s pilgrimage on earth leads inevitably to death, the
passageway to another mode of existence, like the poor fag which remains
smouldering for a few minutes and then goes out in smoke and ashes ! To
the poet, those rings of smoke which dance in the air coming out from the
cigarette end arefood for his imagination ! To the gloomy man it emits
rays of hope by burning brighter at every puff he takes | Yes, the torch
of the Greeks—it is the cigarette to-day—the alpha and omega of life !

India ‘an‘d the World
By

T. G. VENKATAPATHY

India achieved her independence on the 15th August 1947, through a
national and non-violent struggle of over sixty years, and it is to be seen
how far she will work towards her goal —the ideal of building up a firmly-
grounded political, economic and social structure which should then lead
the world, not by aggression but by truth, love and peace.

After India freed herself from British Imperialism, she was faced
with an undeclared war with her sister nation Pakistan, due to the partition
of the Punjab and its natural consequence, the refugee problem. The
Britishers expected that India would become another China where internal
troubles have become international troubles. And perhaps they were
eagerly awaiting the day when India would seek their help. But fortunately
that day has not come and perhaps will never come: ;
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Never before has India's concern with world affairs been so
directly brought home to her as in recent times. She is on the highroad
_Of international politics with the spotlight full on her face. Unlike many

: other countries in the world, specially among the colonial regions of Asia,
quia has been lucky in securing a definite place for herself in the outside
'yvorld. Her novel method of struggle for freedom, the high order of
leadership she enjoyed which lent a definite tone to her political climate,
the outstanding status that Gandhiji's rare personality brought her—all
have cpmbined to present India in an unusually favourable light.

It would be no exaggeration to say that she set the political fashion
for Asia and the others reacted strongly to the revolutionary currents here.
Thus long before India was constitutionally in a position to take her place
at the international table, she was a recognised entity, and her leaders
enjoyed popularity and esteem abroad.

When India achieved freedom, she proclaimed her foreign policy
in a blaze of glory. The first Indian national delegation to the U.N.O.
was spot-lighted with glamour, and India carried a high tradition, both
past and present, with her. Every country wanted to cajole and woo her.
The feting and feasting in the softly shaded salons of New York and Paris
lent romance and excitement to India’s internationalism. India’s moral
fervour, her freedom from selfish ambitions, her steering clear of power
politics, gave her a sense of self-confidence. The different countries
seemed to topple over each other ina race for Delhi embassies. India
seemed the fayoured of the mighty international Olympian gods.

Though keeping her traditions and her characteristic philosophy,
India has made a brave beginning in shaping her foreign policy. Having
been for a long time a pathetic victim of imperialist aggrandisement, she
disclaimed any expansionist ambitions, political or economic. Fully alive
to the Fact that imperialist competition inevitably results in global wars,
she has decided to keep clear of the world's power politics; and while
co-operating with all, ready for collaboration in any worthwhile scheme
for international functioning, India has disclaimed any preferences for
blocs or sections in the international groupings. She has expressed
unwillingness to accept anything with strings attached to it. The policy
is perfection itself. - Yet India, from the point of view of practical politics,

3
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has sustained reverse after reverse. Her international standing today,
though not impaired, is somewhat reduced. The point for consideration
is to see where we have erred.

In the present economic set up, the world is divided today into the
more developed and less developed areas. The unevenness of economic
development in the various parts of the world lies at the root of all inter-
national politics and determines the shape of world affairs. It expresses
itself in authoritarianism at home and predatory imperialism abroad. It
is responsible for obstructing the world consortium of productive wealth for
equitable distribution. Political schemes like the old League of Nations
or the new United Nations Organisation leave untouched the over-riding
economic problems of the world; and chaos and insecurity naturally follow,
feeding the flames of war. It isagainst this background that India has
today to view and appraise the present international alignments.

All the countries today are playing a game of ‘chessboard’
diplomacy. International politics has become a kind of gangsterism, with
diplomatic blackmail alternating with bombers and artillery. Kashmir
is an example, one tiny facetof a vast gigantic wildmen show. The
world has seen instance after instance, whether in Greece or Palestine,
Viet Nam or Indonesia, India or Africa, of the same pernicious factor
operating. Principles, laws, justice and humanitarianism have no place in
such a world, apart from the high-sounding platitudes they may provide
for the statesmen to purvey. Watching the U.N.O. at work, one gets the
picture of a set of crooks in conclave. From the time the Abyssinian
case pleaded so movingly Dy its ruler fell on unheeded ears, to today,
when the voice of Indonesia isa murmur lost in the bushes of nefarious
designing, international dealings have reduced themselves to the bullying
of the weak by the strong, of group alliances made and voting strength
built upon narrow, selfish, and national self-interest, which make a travesty
of internationalism.

Although India’s present decision to sail clear of any bloc or group
is hundred per cent right, it cannot by itself carry her far. Nor can her
championing of the weaker countriesavail her or them, while the big
powers can continue to swing their bludgeons about. - Even though India
wishes to maintain friendly relations with all countries, she should not
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_support this outmoded system. When the world expects to solve the
problems which arise out of imperialist rivalries through a council (U.N.O.)

of these very culprits, it is just like setting up a committee of black-
marketeers to expose black-marketing.

India has.to strip herself of all such illusions. She will have to
rally together all those who are to-day imperialism’s sorriest victims, the
undeveloped, the economically backward, all those who have the incentive
and courage to combat this vicious system.

. The only policy that can have any moral ground to-day for appli-
cation in international affairs is one that will eradicate the power monger-
ing and the profit-seeking incentive of imperialism and replace it with
a democratic social order. Such a force can be generated amongst the
worst affected peoples of the backward countries, especially of Asia. India
cannot build up intimate fraternal ties with them except on the basis of a
common ideology which can only be Socialism, for that alone offers a
reasonable and effective alternative to the present political racketeering.

But before India can assume this useful role, she should have a
purposeful and clear philosophy for her home front.  The present political
drifts and dubious economic trends have to be replaced by a well-defined
socio-economic policy, as an effective directive that will lead in the near
future to the establishment of a socialist republic. It is only then that
India’s present avowed policy can have a meaning for to-day and a hope
for to-morrow, not only for herself but also for the entire world.

Science and Religion
By

C. RAMACHANDRA R0

Professor Albert Einstein refuses to concede that there is any
conflict between science and religion. However, he agrees there is antago-
nism on the lower levels of religion, for science cannot tolerate any
interference with the orderly processes of nature, and cannot recognize any
intrusion of rewards and punishments upon man’s behaviour. But cosmic
religion rises far above the levels of imaginative superstition. Cosmic
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religion understands the universe as moving in “ beauteous order ™ through
a time and space that are a single essence of reality. According to
Einstein, this will become the strongest and noblest driving force behind
scientific research. Einstein finds a relationship between every act man
does and the satisfaction of his wants as a living creature. He says there
are certain inward reactions which have brought mankind to -religion.
From this standpoint he traces the three stages of development in the
religious history of man. :

Among primitive peoples, religion must have had its origin in the
fear of physical punishment. In those days men had no understanding
of the causal connections between phenomena. The primitive man
accepted without wonder, without pondering and reasoning about them, the
beneficent processes of nature, but his wonder was aroused by those things
and events which excited fear. As he concentrated more and more
on these powers, he began to look upon them as terrible powers which
might, at any moment, bring disaster upon him and his community. Thus
the emotion of wonder was transformed into one of fear. And, when
man began to conceive them as personal, they must have evoked in him
the attitude and impulse of subjection and the emotion of negative self-
feeling. He then personified them and assigned to them the personal
attributes of strength and anger. Thus he not only feared and wondered
at these powers, but humbled himself before them and sought to obey the
slightest indication of their wills.

The second period of religion began with the development of social
feelings. With the advance of time, man wanted not only protection but,
guidance, sympathy and love. He found them to some extent in the men
and women with whom he associated himself in the world. But the con-
nection between human beings and the surrounding universe was uncertain.
He felt a great necessity for a friendly spirit in the cosmos, with which he
could have communion and in which he could find guidance and affection.
And so he came to conceive of God asthe Almighty, whois wise and there-
fore can give counsel, who is the guardian of righteousness and therefore
rewards and punishes, who is father and therefore comforts and inspires.

The second stage is infinitely higher than the first, but Einstein
says it is not sufficiently high for the chosen spirits of the world- In his
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'sense of the term, itis not yet religion. There must come a third stage
which he finds in the cosmic religious sense. He says it is difficult to j
explain what exactly the cosmic religious sense means, as it does not
invelve an anthropomorphic idea of God. The individual feels the vanity
of human desires and aims and the nobility and marvellous order which
are revealed in nature and the world of thought. He feels the individual

" destiny as an imprisonment and seeks to experience the totality of existence
as a unity full of significance. So he strives to understand heaven and
earth and the mind of man, and tries to know their truth and feel
their beauty.

This cosmic religious sense as presented by Einstein is a very
attractive idea. But even around this, so much of:criticism and controversy
has circled. Actually when we observe the attitude of religion towards
the growth of human knowledge in the past two centuries, it will be clear
how hostile and unsympathetic it has been to science. C.E.M. Joad
writes ; ¢ When one looks back over history, one realises there is scarcely
any discovery which science has made for human advancement and which
churchmen and theologians have not violently opposed. Not content with
burning each other, they burnt the men who discovered the earth’s motion,
burnt the men who made the first tentative beginnings of physics and
chemistry, burnt the men who laid the foundations of medical knowledge.
When science made it possible to fight the small-pox epidemic, church-
men opposed the necessary sanitary measures as an attempt to escape
merited punishment, and denounced vaccination as a offence to God.
When chloroform was invented, they opposed its use, specially in child-
birth—had not God laid the primeval curse upon women ?—and denounced
it as an offence to God! A hundred years ago when the steam-engine
made rallways possible, the clergy preached against them as unnatural
and a sin against God. To-day, they are denouncing birth control as un-

natural and an offence to God.” Again, if we take the three main religions
of to-day, it is well-known that Islam, in its days of political power,
committed many atrocities. Hinduism, in the name of tradition and dogma,
stifled the natural doubt of man which is a definite sign of progress. Many
social institutions organised by missionaries engender a spirit. of hatred for
other rehglom The mystic says his experiences are of a personal and
private nature which cannot be communicated. This leads a modern

4
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man to doubt the mystic’s sincerity, and often he thinks the mystic is |
making use of religion as a cloak for immorality. Leaving aside a
handful of genuine souls, we find actually a number of neo-mystics duping
numberless innocent souls. All these factors combine to make an educated
modern man look upon religion as a slowly dying phase of human
thought. Discarding religion in which he has for ages found a satisfaction
of his psychological and intellectual needs, man has to go in for some other
source such as science.

During the last two hundred and fifty years science has progressed
very rapidly. It has almost revolutionised human culture and civilisation.
And now we find a great future before it. Prof. J.B.S. Haldane speculates
on a future when, through scientific development, there will be a great
abolition of disease, and death will become a mere psychological event like
sleep. He says, in the future, eugenics will be universal and reproduction
might be completely separated from sexual love, making mankind free in
an altogether new sense. In short, he asserts that science will promote
human happiness on a wide scale. On the contrary, Mr. Bertrand Russell
suggests that science will be used to promote the power of dominant groups
rather than to make man happy. He says that science in the future will
mean greater increasein organization and-will provide opportunities for the
minority in power to oppress the majority. Advances in biology will be
startling. Men will possess the power of doing good or evil to mankind by
controlling the human emotions through the artificial method of injection
or diet, or through the secretions of the ductless glands. According to him,
science will release the evil forces to cause destruction to culture and
civilization.

These are only fantastic conjectures and at best can only show the
direction in which the future tends. There is absolutely no reason to fear
the events that may or may not take place. If science has put more power
into the hands of man, the danger lies not in man’s possessing power, but
in his misusing it. Many modern thinkers seem to dread the strength of
science. Romain Rolland says the immediate task awaiting every human
being to-day is to join the hands of religion and science, the two brothers
who ane¥ighting’ fora fieldj the perfect exploitation of which requires the
joint efforts of the two. * H€4s aware of the fact that neither can be turned

T o)
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| out fo.r the benefit of the other. The great necessity he urges is to
establish a fellow-feeling between different types of religion and types of
religious expression coming from the study of mental phenomena. Accord-

ing to him, the salvation for a materialistic civilization is in a rationalistic
religion. Advaita is such a religion.

It represents non-dualism, unity, the
idea of the Absolute.

This is the only religion which can have any hold
on intellectualized people and cure the malady of materialism. Rolland
finds a scientific religion for an industrial society in the combination of
“the bright sun of intellectuality and the heart of Buddha, the wonderful,
infinite heart of love and mercy. ”

Is it then true that religion and science contradict each other? Do
the scientists raise war against religion ? Many confuse religious institutions
with religion. Religion serves as a means of expression of man’s emotional
nature, In fact, books on theological subjects are next in popularity only to
fiction. Man can never do away with religion. The great scientist
Professor Albert Einstein is more than a mere scientist. He is a great seer
and mystic. He says that all the finer speculations in the realm of science
spring from a deeper religious feeling, and without such feeling they would
not be fruitful, Professor Compton speaks of “ the directive intelligence”,
a corresponding term for God.

Yet we must admit the degeneration of religion in our times. This
is not peculiar to this age only. The philosophy of the Upanishads was
a protest against the theology of the Vedas. During the epic period,
Krishna protested against the meaningless dogmas and creeds passing for
religion. Buddha raised objections to the superstition‘of his ownage. So
also Sankara checked the wild extravagances of superstitious theology.
Now we, in the twentieth century, have raised objections to superstitious
theology masquerading as religion, and long for a universal scientific religion.

After all, science does not contradict religion. The relativity of
Einstein and the further analysis of Dalton’s atomic theory into that of
electrons and ions go in favour of philosophy and not
represents man'’s efforts towards freedom in t
nature, and religion seeks to ensure his f
to come. The twentieth century needs

against it. Science
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harmony with the conclusions of scientific research—a religion which can
be harmonised with monistic philosophy, which will stand the severest test
of reason. i

India’s Role in the Formation of an International

Government
By

A. R. KRISHNAMOORTHY

“Scientists tell us of the various ways in which the earth may perish,
It may be destroyed by the approaching moon at some remote time or by
the cooling of the sun. A comet may strike the earth or poisonous gas
may exude from the earth itself. But all these ate remote possibil'ities,
while the probabilities are that the human race may perish by its own
deliberate acts, by the stupidity and selfishness strongly enthroned in
human nature. A blind impulse to destroy seems to have taken possession
of mankind, and if there is no check imposed on it, we shall take a long
stride towards final destruction and reach an era of intellectual darkness
and ethical barbarism in which the noblest accomplishments of the past
would be laid waste. We live under an agonising strain of grave anxiety.
We are at one of the decisive moments in the life of mankind. In no
other period of human history were so many people bearing  such impossi-
ble burdens or suffering such agonising persecution and anguish. We are
living in a world where tragedy is universal.” (Sir S. Radhakrishnan)

In recent decades we have had not only material development which
is striking and visible to the eye but a definite growth in the ethical sense
and the social passion. Never before in the history of the world has there
been such a deep desire for peace and such a widespread hatred of war.

So an increasing number of politicians and statesmen have come to
realise to-day that devastating war and the narrow-minded nation-state
can be blotted out of existence, only if all the nations accept super-
sovereignty==Tlence it is quite obvious that the ideal of international
governmerit tan be d realit-y“in,the near future. But the problem is whether
we can achieve it voluntarily’er after an atomic war.
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In the age of tl}e bullock-cart the village was the unit of govern-
ment, and in the age of electricity the nation is the unit. In the epoch of
aeroplane and atom, the world should be the unit. National sovereignty
is necessary only as a means of suppressing the sovereignty of somebody
else. If no national sovereignty is challenged, sovereignty is not needed
atall. So the end of sovereignty means international government which
can assure real and everlasting peace to the world. The illusion of
national independence in a world of sovereign and armed political states
is now obvious to everybody. Therefore the existence of the institution
of statesovereignty is a menace to individual liberty and national freedom.
The recent world war was primarily waged between sovereign states for
their very existence; it was a war against a state which by asserting its
own sovereignty challenged the sovereignty of other states. The war was
waged against Germany not because of its Nazi ideology or the perse-
cution of the Jews, but because it aimed at super-sovereignty and overran
several sovereign states, small and large, in Europe.

The inner core of every individual desires freedom and happi-
ness, and so it is essentially constructive and positive, unless it is
misled and misguided. Of course, there was a time where people believed
that the attainment of happiness and freedom was possible only through
limited co-operation and through solidarity within the boundaries of a
family or a state. Gradually the march of political and historical events has
convinced them that the boundaries, however wide they may be, prove
futile and only unlimited -co-operation among all nations can free them
from fear, want and persecution-

A world federation is nothing but the practical shape of this
limitless co-operation. Hence this idealism of to-day may be translated
into actual practice some day or other. It cannot be asserted that an
international government is the remedy for all evils. But apparently it is
an effective and immediate remedy for the great evil of devastating wars.
Unless this evil is done away with, we cannot think of eradicating other
evils that are impediments in the path of human progress.

" An International Federation has to be constituted on the basis of
double citizenship, the same person being a citizen of his own state and a

5
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citizen of the world state. And it goes without saying he has his obligations
and duties to both of them. World citizenship carries the right to elect
the world legislative and executive bodies for planetary legislation and
administration in matters affecting humanity as a whole, the rights of man,
the defence of the Federation and of individual nations, world trade, the
world currency, the world system of communication, the movement of
population, world reserves of power and raw materials, co-ordination of
scientific research, rehabilitation of backward areas and nations and so on.

As a world citizen, every man will have to obey the world laws, pay
the world taxes and help the world police in the task of enforcing the
world laws and the decisions of the world court.

National citizenship will carry the right to elect the national legis-
lature and executive bodies and through them to have a voice in the framing
and enforcing of laws and policies in all matters which are not of universal
importance and not reserved for the world government. It will be a matter
of common sense to have very few such reserved subjects and leave to each -
nation the fullest autonomy in matters which do not concern or affect the
whole world. :

It is needless to mention that the world government should be on
the basis of absolute equality and justice, irrespective of caste, colour or
creed. It may be said that the backwardness of.some nations may be a
hindrance to our noble mission. But it would not impede our aim,
because the U. S. S. R. has demonstrated to the whole world that any
nation can get rid of its backwardness by proper education and self-gov-
ernment. In the International Federation we cannot discover any
dependencies or colonies. Every culturally homogeneous unit would have
its autonomy guaranteed by the Federal constitution.

But the great problem is who is to take the initiative in accomplishing
such a noble task. Can we expect this of the so-called big nations of the
globe or any of the European countries that have become wretched victims
to power politics and vested interests? India is the oldest of all nations
and the biggest next to war-torn China. Sheis the only nation that
commands universal respect. Unlike the other self-seeking politicians of
the world, the statesmen of our country attach the maximum importance
to integrity and conduct.
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Moreover she has got the largest variety of races, ianguages, religions
and cultures. Materially the poorest and spritually the richest, she
represents and can correct the present misery of humanity.

Every now and then Pandit Nehru gives expression to his well-
cherished international outlook which he has been cultivating from
his earliest days. His masterly pen drafted the world federation clause
in the August resolution. So we can nourish the ardent hope that India

will surrender her national sovereignty to the International Federation of
which she is bound to become the heart and soul.

We can rest convinced that the existence of a world government

and the sense of a common world citizenship will necessarily - reduce or
nullify the existing disruptive tendencies.

The proposal is entirely constructive and deserves immediate consi-
deration. It envisages a platform where all countries can meet and come
to a mutual agreement in an atmosphere of trust and understanding. India
is the only nation qualified and competent to undertake this noble mission,
and it is my sincere conviction and hope that it will assume this
serious responsibility. All nations have everything to gain and nothing
to lose by joining the International Federation.

Hostel Union

Office Bearers:

Rev. Fr. J. D'Souza, S. J. President

Mr. V. K. Ayappan Pillai Vice-President
Mr. R. Prasanna Varma Secretary

Mr. A. R. Krishnamoorthy Joint Secretary
Mr. P. Dhana Singh Sports Secretary

Mess Representatives :
Mr. K. V. Krishnan
Mr. M. Anjaneyulu
Mr. A. Govindarajan
Mr. T. M. S. Namboodripad
Mr. K. Balakrishnan
Mr. R. Venugopala Reddy
Mr. R. Gopinathan Nair
Mr. V. R. Chandran

Veg. A.

Veg. B.
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Committee members :
Mr. B. K. Mathan Mr, N. Viswanathan .
Mr. R. C. Krishnan Mr, S. Sivasubrahmanyan
Mr. S. Mohan

The inauguration of the Union coincided with the Graduates’
Reception on 27th Aug. ‘48. The reception was held in the mess
quadrangle and more than 500 students and distinguished guests and
professors attended the function. Sri. Khasa Subba Rao, Editor, ‘Swatantra’,
delivered the inaugural address, our Warden Mr. V. K. Ayappan Pillai
presiding. Speaking on the responsibilities of the student population in
the political sphere, Mr. Subba Rao dealt with the important phases of
the present-day system of government in a -very clear and lucid form.
While offering a good deal of healthy criticism about the present Govern-
ment, he suggested ways and means for possible improvements. After the
address there were a few speeches by the new graduates in ‘reply to the
toast proposed by the Secretary. The members were entertained to a
cinema show by Mr. S. Parthasarathy of the Presidency College. The
function came to a close with a vote of thanks by the Secretary. »

At the beginning of the 2nd term, Mr. Justice A.S. P. Iyer, Judge, "
Madras High Court, addressed the Union. Prof. V. K. Ayappan Pillai was
in the chair. Justice Iyer spoke on ‘Indian Culture’, and clearly pointed
out the subtle beauty of our culture and attainments, with a number of
quotations from the Vedas and other ancient sources. The speaker,
though dealing with such a serious topic. never failed to exhibit his
characteristic wit and humour in the most pleasant manner.

On 15th. Nov. ‘48 Mr. R. P. Sethu Pillai, Reader, University of
Madras, spoke on ‘Kambanin Kavivovium'. Mr. Sivagnana Gramani presided.
The speaker dwelt at length on the greatness of Kamban and his works in
a flowery style. He devoted great attention to the exposition of Kamba-
ramayana, which has earned a name and fame not only for Kamban but
also for Tamil Nad. The Secretary proposed a vote of thanks.

A meeting addressed by the well-known orator, Mr. T. Chengal-
varayan and presided over by Mr. T. V. Ramanujam, Prof. of Economics,
Vivekananda College, ushered in the third term. The subject for
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discussion was ‘Imperialism in Communism'. Mr. Chengalvarayan, while
protesting that he would be the first man to join hands with the
communists for bringing about the abolition of economic inequality,
provided they were not guided by instruction from outside and their theory
shaped according to the tradition and culture of our soil, pointed out how
the so—called communist type of government was tending towards the
totalitarian type. The president, Mr. Ramanujam, showed how the
doctrine of communism can be translated into practice by non-violence, as
has been done by the Father of the Nation.

On the 30th Jan. ‘49, the members of the Hostel assembled in
the Library Hall and paid homage to the departed soul of Mahatmaji.
The Warden spoke a few words of advice, and the function closed with a
two-minute silence.

The Hostel Day was celebrated on the 26th February ‘49. Nearly
a thousand students and distinguished guests attended the function.
Mr. Justice P. Govinda Menon addressed the gathering, our Warden, Prof.
V.K. Ayappan Pillai, presiding. Mr. R. Prasanna Varma, Secretary,
presented the annual report. Mr. Kochuthommen proposed the toast to
the out-going students, and Mr. R. Venugopala Reddy replied to the toast
on behalf of the senior students. Prizes were then distributed to the
winners in sports by the speaker of the evening. Addressing the students
on the occasion, Mr. Govinda Menon said that hostel life was not a
conception of the modern age alone. In ancient days students of the
Nalanda University who studied under the Gurukula system had their
own type of hostel life. Hostel life enabled students to come into contact
with people of different areas and with different social customs and
manners. The function came to a close with a dance performance by
Mr. & Mrs. Kesavadas and a comic show by Mr. Chandrasekharan of
Vellore.

Secretaries.



Athletic Association

Captains :
Mr. R. Rathnaswamy Cricket
Mr. S. Subramaniam R, Hockey
Mr. N. Raghava ; ...  Tennis
Mr. M. Krishnappa Shetty Foot-ball
Mr. T. S. Ramaswamy Volley-ball
Mr. B. Chidambaram Indoor Games
Mr. T. Gopalakrishnan R Basket-ball
Mr. P. R. Palaniappan Badminton
Mr. S. Solayappan Tennilkoit

We wish to say that plenty of encouragement was given by the
Association to all the games and sports during the academic year.
We are particularly grateful to our Warden for his generous
co-operation and valuable help. 1t will be interesting to note that we have
all the possible outdoor and indoor games being regulatly played by most
of the members of this Hostel. A set of parallel bars was made available
this year for the members of the Hostel. The Cricket and Basket-ball
teams of our Hostel played some matches with outside players during
the second and third terms.

We are proud to add that we have a good number of promising
youngsters in our Hostel teams,and we take this opportunity to wish all of
them a bright future.

As regards the sports held in February, we wish to mention that
there were many entries for every event, and much interest and enthusiasm

were found among the competitors. It took three days to finish all the
items connected with the sports, and thanks are due to Mr. Subramaniam,
the Physical Director of Presidency College, who helped us a lot.

On behalf of the Association, I thank all the enthusiastic Captains
who co-operated with me in conducting the Hostel Annual Tournaments.
My thanks are also due to our Warden for his valuable guidance and advice.
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The results of the Annual Hostel sports held on the 20th February
were as follows:

700 Metres: Jeevan Prabudas 1, Joseph Devairakkam 2;
200 Metres: Jeevan Prabudas, 1, Rajamanikkam 2; 800 Metres: Ziauddinl,
Jeevan Prabudas 2; 7600 Mefres: Ziauddin 1, T. Gopalakrishnan 2;
770 Metres Hurdles: Jeevan Prabudas 1, P. Dhanasingh 2; 200 Metres
Hurdles : Jeevan Prabudas 1, P. Dhanasingh 2 ; High Jump: B. Subbian
1, Gopinathan 2; Long Jumnp: P. Dhanasingh 1, Rajamanikkam 2;
Hop Step and Jump: Karuppannan 1, Rajamanikkam 2; Shot Put;
Krishnaraj 1, Karuppannan 2; Discus Throw: B. Subbian 1, Gopinathan 2:
Fast cycle race: Ziauddin 1, Gopinathan 2 ; Slow cycle race : Nagappan
Nair, 1, Ramasubramanyam 2.

Relay Race: (Cos. B. Team) P. Dhanasingh, G. Srinivasan, Karup-
pannan and Joseph Devairakkam.

Jeevan Prabudas won the Individual Championship Cup.

Sports Secretary.
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