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total s'oexal‘?lsbour Only as a con-
ltuent. part of the total social labour
possesa any value, and onlyas
1 vniIue ag the soomlly necessary
' labour contained in it. The products of
‘human labour appear here to become
' independent things. Commodities con-
ront comx_nodx(ues In reality, however,
t is men who, both in production and

5 on the market, come into contact with

ne another: Value is a relation between
wo persons—a relation hidden behind
hypiéal objects.
Where, on the other hand, there is
directly associated labour, as in the ex-
~ ample given in the first of these articles
‘among the Servian Zadrougas, where
l;\bour is divided before-hand, where each
~ member of this production community
- knows what and how much he must I;ro-
~duce, and the products of labour are
simply distributed, there the products
of labour do not assume the form 9L,‘,,,,,
commodities, do not confront, eathc otber & ¥
independently. The rela.tfon‘of the pro-
ducers to their pro um is 1mmedmte
~and not concealed by a physical wrap-




endowed wlth hfe,
relahon wnth one

as soon as they are uroduced as
dities, and whxch is therefore 'ns [

Marx calls this Fetis!
stification, which ' reaches its
point in interest-bearing

finger.
< As interest-bearing ca
in bhe third volume




“dent’ ]mﬂ anti

etical acts have an

e intrinsic uni Yy, are essentially one, is the

y into money

mocmy . We.

3 “The. presenta.tion of the subjecb

u nghtly of “‘dramatis personae” as 86
xotmg persons in sale and purchase.

is oia commodlby, in its mmpleat
iorm, 1mphes four extremes, and three
z dra.matss _personge.” In what antagom-
shc transactions these simple procesaan
ta.ke place, until the circuit is complete :
mmodlty form, stripping off of the
smmodity form, retuzn to the commo-
dity fotm ius one must read in
'Oupttai Memwhxle, we will quote here
‘the brilliant pussage which shows the
dxaleomcsl a.nhagomsm in the simple
Iormula. of C-—M—G Marx writes :

rms of praise by his first Russian

~ game as to say this intrinsic oneness ex-

presses itself in an external antithesis.
If the interval in time between the two

- complementary phases of the complete

metamorphosis of a commodity becomes
too great, if the split between the sale

~and the purchase becomes too pro-

nounced, the intimate connection bet-
ween them, their oneness, asgerts nseli
by producing—a crisis.”

Truly, we have “here a splendid ex-
ample of the identity of opposites.

How simply the same line of thought

s expressed in the French edition.

“The ecirculation of goods leaps the
barriers by which time, space and rela-
tions between individuals restrict the
exchange of products. But how? In
barter nobody can dispose of his pro-
duet without at the same time another
person disposing of his product. The
immediate identity of these two acts is
split by circulation, in that it introduces
the antithesis of sale and purchase.
After having sold a commodity I am not
bound to purchase something either in
the same place or at the same time, nor
from the same person to whom I have
sold it, It is true, that purchase is the
necessary complement of sale, but it is
no less true that their unity is the unity
of contradictions. If the separation of
the one from the other of the two com-
plementary phases of the metamor-
phosis of commodities is prolonged, if




tion of labour power by the production

of surplus value, accumulation of ea.plta,l'
It shows, as Lenin said, the %

etoc. etc.
development (growth and also move-
ment) of these contradictions and of
this society, in the sum of its funda-
mental constituent parts, from its begm-
ning to its end. The broad framework
in which this presentation ig given, and
the way in which Marx carries it out,
makes this work a real encyclopzdia.

Bquipped with the last word in the
knowledge of his day, endowed with un-
surpassed acumen, Marx does not pass
over any of the questions of the -time,

but deals with each of themn— Political

economy,  economic  history: Barly
history, antiquity. phllosophy, and, as

already mentioned, dialectical and

historical materialism, technology, agro- -

nomy, chemistry—all this i8 dealt with
either in detail or in a few brief remarks,
which, however, shed- more light than
many thick volumes might do. -

There pass before us the masters of
thought from all times: Heraclitus.
Aristotle, Plato, Descartes, Spinoza,
Leibnitz, Kant, Hegel, Feuerbach, the
great masters of poetic art, Homer,

arp We&f&')q‘ in
the fight of the worke or ‘better con-
dmons, for their emancxpatxon but b a8
free from all oue suled exaggera.hon 2

“My R;ght “to be 'Lazy” In hm endea.-
vour to cssblg&te explolt&hon in the
sharpest possible manner, he denounced :
work in general and condemned it as did
the early Christian (onrse of work) a.n&
the ancients (\mworthy of s,freema.u)
Marx, however, was not misled by the
temporary enslavement of labour. He

makes a sharp distinction between :
labour-process and the process of realma-
tion, and offers a wonderful chamcten- |
sation of labour apart from its ﬂshmte ‘/
social form. Marx writes:

“Labour is, in bhe first p]ace. a ptooess
in which both m_a.n a.nd Natute |




truction of her cells. But
ishes the worst architect
from the best bee is this, that the
al'e ltect}r ises his stmcture in mm.gma-

; ,ln_eneemea‘t. He not only effects a change
of form in tb;e material on which he
works, but he also realises a purpose of
his own that gives the law to his modus
- operandi, and to which he must subordi-

nate his will. And this subordination is
_no 'm'e,rq momentary act. Besides the
exertion of the bodily organs, the proéess
demands that, during the whole opera-
tion, the workman’s will be steadily in
consonance with his purpose. This

means close attention. The less he is
" attracted by the nature of the work, and
the mode in which it is carried on and
the less, therefore, he enjoys it as some-
thing which gives play to his badily and
‘mental powers, the more close his atten-
~ tion is forced to be.”

‘We have here also the wonderful ex-
: planation of labour as a “play of the
" mental and physical powers of man.”—
a8 it is already beginning to be realised
’in the Soviet Union.

Fo]lowmg on his
"~ which we have

Tt should be remarked here that this
i3 ab the same time a passage which
- makes clear how Capital is a book of
living importance extending far beyond.
_ Capitalism.



-ever, he gives us an
-of production in general w
to their partioular social for
niby will therefore for a long
teaching from Capital, even s
traces of capitalist soéie’éj have
_since disappeared. "Ry

= rrie
* -~ *

The annotations, the ‘foot-notes in

Capital are wonderful." Here Marx
accords justice to everybody who was
the first to express, if only by way of
suggestion and unaware of its enormous
importance, a thought which Marx deve--
lops in detail and in all its conneections.
The notes thus form a pantheon of the
thinkers of all time.

At the same time there is accorded in
them a place of honour for the cham-
pions of the proletariat and also for the
factory inspectors who refused to be
bribed by the manufacturers and ruth-
lessly exposed their shameful deeds.
Marx places on a ‘special _pedestal the
English scholar Leonard Horner, who as
government factory  inspector, became a
self.sacrificing defender of the interests
of the workers. i :

The notes also provide an almost com-
plete criticism of the whole of political
economy and a thorough refutation of
the vulgar economists, the professional
twaddlers of the bourgeoisie.

Here Marx settles accounts with
Proudhon and his exchange bank, who
imagined that he had created a system .
which could free the independent com-
modity owner from dependence apon
‘the ‘market, from its sometimes fatal _
effects. In actual fact the one condi-

_the actual leg‘x;l 8
thereto, in accordance with this- ideal.
What opinion should we have of a

' chemist, who instead of studying the

actual laws of the molecular changes in
the composition and decomposition of
matter, and .on that foundation solving
definite problems, olaimed to regulate
the composition and decompositibnv of
matier by means of the ‘eternal ideas’,”
of ‘Naturalite’ and ‘affinite 2

This remark is one of that group of
brilliant, brief statements in Capital,
which place historical materialism in a
new light. It will be remembered that
the Marxists of the Second International,
with few. exceptions, always complained
that Marx left behind no special work on
historical materialism. All he said on
this sui)ject, they declare, are the few
lines in the preface to the ¢Critique of
Political Economy.” They were unable
to see the wood for the trees. Let us
take for instance, the following remark:

«Technology discloses man’s mode of
dealing with Nature, the process’ of pro-
duction by which he .susbains ‘hislife,
and thereby also lays bare the mode of
formation of his social relation even,
that fails to take account of this material



'pm&uob'nf deﬁermmes the character of
the social, political and intellectual life
42 e‘mlly, all this is very true for our
ownhmes, in which material mtorest.s
Tprepoudeta.te but not for the middle
ages, in ,whxch Catholicism, nor for
Athens and Rome, where politics, reiga-
ed supreme. In the first place it strikes.
one as an odd thing for anyome to
suppose thut these well worn phrases.

about the middle ages and the ancient
" world are unknown to anyone else. This
lﬁuch however, is clear, that the middle
ages could not live on Catholicism. nor
the ancient world on politics. On the
contrary, it is the mode in which they
gained a livelihood that explains why
here politics, and there Catholicism,
played the chief part. For the rest, it
requires but a slight acquaintance with
" the history of the ‘Roman Republic, for

example, to be aware thab its secret
history is the history of its landed pro-
perty. On the other hand, Don Quixote
long paid the penalty for wrongly
imagining that knight errantry was com-

“The hfe-proc
8 rooess oE matenal prod

patible with all econowic form of
society”’

These passages possess for us not only

- a great theoretical, but alsc a quite
extraordinary practical ~importance, - if
fascism to-day pushes down whole
peoples to the intellectual level of the
old Mongohan Empire ' of Jengiz Khan,
proclaims war and robbery as the life

& gapet-m America, .im my work, task ‘of humanity, at a time when, in
) ical Economy,", 1859. I contrast to the Asiatic desert empire of

wemgv an ob;eet n- taken by a



It is true, i
Capbtal revea.ls to us 'f.h or éllﬁé

every pore.

It is obvious that as was its
aiso is its end. - Bub the bloody
dying capitalism are more terri
were those of rising ca.plta.lmm
theless, hey are the bloody o

-dying capitalism. ; ';
We wish, finally, to quote at length :
the classic passage on the dialectic con-

tradictions in the whole development of
capitalism which leads to the “‘expropri-

ation of the expropriators.’’

At the end of the celebrated chapter

on primitive accumulation, Marx des-

cribes in compact sentences the trans-

formation of the- property of the imme-
diate producers (peasants, artisans) into.

eapitalist property, and then contmues‘

«The expropriation of the 1mmedxate
producers was accomplished with merci-
less Vandalism, the most sordid, the
pettiest, the most meanly odious. Self-

earned private property, that is based so
to say, on the fusing together of the
isolated, independent labom‘mg indivi-

dual with the conditions af his labour, iB

supplanted by capitalistic private pro-
perty, which rests on exploitation of the
nominally free labour of others, i.e. on
wages-labour.

‘all means. of ptoduchon by

class always moreasmg

an ever. exbendmg scale, the co- operm-
tive' form of the labour process; the

 conscious' tschmea.l -application of science,
" the mathodlca.l cultivation of the soil,

the tra.nsforma.tlon of the instru enf.c :~
of labou.g msﬁruments ef :
usable in common, the

the means of produotlon

“socialised labour, the enﬁa.nglemenb oi -

all peoples in . the net of the world
market, and with this the international
character of the capitalist regime. Along
with the const.antly dlmmxﬂnhg ‘number
of the magnates of capltal who usurp
and’ monopohse all advanta.ges of__thw-
process of tra.nsformutwn, grows the
mass of misery, oppressmn | , deg-
radation, explo:tn.hon- ‘but wi
grows the revol% “of the workmg class, &
nnmbeu. and




abour of the proprietor. But
'prod'uchiou begetn, wibh t]ie

;privii’w pro-
ves him m- ;

pxtalisﬁ era, i.e. on co-oper-
|possession in common of
| of the means of pwductmn.

here is no passage in Marxist Litera-

= tnre ‘where the dialectical presentation
of the great: historical process is handled

in such a masterly manner.

That in the tremendous historical
davelopme"nt, we are experiencing the
negation of negation, the third stage of
the dialectical formula, has already be-
come world-historical reality, for this
mankind has, in the . first place, to thank
Comrades Lenin and Stalin, the two
most gifted disciples of Marx and Engels,
the only ones who further developed
Marxist theory and enriched it by new
experience, under the new conditions of
the class struggle of the proletariat.

-,'PANISlH REPUBLIC GOES DOWN FIGHTING

THE LAST DAYS OF MADRID

%  : - By Art Shields

"[A. Shields, an American Correspondent of Inter-Continent

'_ News Agency, who escaped in a British ship,
Combe % from the counter revolutionary Casado troops in
‘Madrid and Valencia, from Franco pirate ships on the Mediter-

“Burlington

_rnnean, and from the fascist authorities in Italy, outlines the
Asflory of the betrayal and the last heroic stand of the Spanish

2 Patrlotl_ in Madrid.—Zd.]

"Madnd——‘.the herom capital of Spain,

whu?ﬁ til s becom 3

Jourageous sh‘ugg[é of the Spunish

people for their mdependernce and free-

 dom_fell, not as the resultof a lost

 battle, but as the victim of treachery, of
& foul stab in the back.

2

«“The working people of the whole
world, all of advancedimankind, are with
indignation and hatred, with a feeling
of the deepest contempt, branding the
monstrous traitors
plices.

«Madrid has heen surrendered to the

and their accom-



Colonel Gasado and
traitor commandersl and ¥
finally butchered the defends
.rid They _massacred ths p

class deieafist,s, who worked wit.h the

I barely escaped that massacre. Taken

with four other anti-fascist
head-
from two d‘ull-

prisoner
correspondents at Communist
quarters, I escaped
witted police-men.

“You wouldn’t have been shot offici-
ally,” said an American diplomat, “you
would have simply been shot along. thh
hundreds of others.”

Casado shot more than 600 ‘when he
recaptured the general headquarters. He
shot many hundreds of other prisoners
at the end of the week. 5

From my Dblood-stained cell in the
basement of Madrid police headquarters,
1 saw the soldiers of Negrin led oufin
batches. oy

The comrades who occupied the cell

before us five, comrades who left bloody
rags and “‘Viva Negrin” msmptlons on
the wall, are gone.

- when Madrid’s

that blg bmldmgs are natural :!orces :

'whwl\ can be hsld as - loug as food and :

The workers lea.rnt the lmporlmnce

- of radio. 'When Casado lou!r most of the

air was ﬁllsd every mmuba wu'.h his
poison.  His radio rea.ohed and ‘confused
millions while tlxe Govem ent’s leaflets

sent out by couriers tesoh‘

‘bub. tens of
thousands. R £ $

The Ca:lndo-Fra.nco C' nlplracy i
The Trobakymﬁs have
They showed that on Mo iay, March
6th, after Colonol Casadi  coup ‘detat
dwbaﬁo< whom bhey




: The highways
‘Madnd were in the hands of
the Cnndomts were

possesslon of three radlo stations whlch
gave them the ear of Spain. :

: h ,rGovemment seizure of the key,
ica barracks hendquartara enroute to
alajara seemed to be sounding the
'th knell to the revolt, 2
The Central Committee of the
Commumst Party was keeping closely in
2 contact \mth the situation all the time.

On Tuesday, walking three kilometers
down Castellano Avenue, I saw govern-
ment tanks, armoured cars and hundreds
_of soldiersfrom the rear guard, not from
the front where the patriots were fighting
- Franco. Firing, which was heavy all
mght was fading, but bodies were still

lying in .blood between the Argentine
Embnuy and the Ministry Buildings, &
. kilometer apart.

1 found the radlo studio, off Castellano
Street, in the hands of the government,
_ but unfortunately not the stations
further  away. However, shortly
2 ‘afterwards the most important Union
Radio, the largest station, was silenced
_ apparently by loyal forces within, The

to be shob Other
theu' poisonous

Eeturmng to Independence Squara on
Tuesday Isaw a strange sight. General
Miaja had just deserted the Negrin

. Government and joined the conspirators

as dummy ‘‘President” of the Casado
Junta. Miaja was gloomily standing
between two machine-gun guards while

‘pedest.rmna passed, neither saluting nor
_ speaking to him. He looked miserable

and futile. He fled Madrid that night.

Five Junker tri-motors bombed the
Government troops near the Ministry
Buildings before I left the avenue. And
when I returned, Casado’s radio was an-
nouncing that the population shouldn’t
worry, the ) planes were
merely =aluting the people of Madrid.
This confused many who saw the planes
but did not see the bombing.

Republican

Meanwhile, Franco’s troops made a
furious  attack the Government
trenches in the Casa del Campo sector of
Madrid. The Government forces repelled
the assault, captured 40 prisoners and
even advanced their positions a short dis-
tance into Franco territory. But Franco,
accomplished his purpose none-the-less.
The strongest concentration of Commu-
The
attack was designed to keep the patriots
at the front, to prevent their sending
reinforcements against Casado.

on

nist soldiers were in this sector,

The prisoners frankly stated the
purpose of this attack. One high re-
gimental Franco commander whose
identification dare not be given
voluntarily, came to the Government
side with written military plans



sector front théy controlled,
thousands of troops, regardl
danger of fascists breakmg tbrough

“Salud! Brave Women of Spam

1 saw spectacles of heroism m street

fighting—a lone Loyalist soldier holding ° wi

deadly positions against traitors; and
most heroic of all, girl couriers sl‘ip-
ping through the enemy lines with
manifestos for the workers and
soldiers, and food for the Popular
Front forces in the beleaguered
buildings. I saw girls carrying food to
the Communist Party Building on
Serrano Street past pointed machine
guns, One girl who guided us, was later,
imprisoned, and probably shot. She, with
a Spanish Communist journalist was with
me on Monday night when I was arrested
on the streets.

We were released that time on account

of the,confusion in Casado’s new organi-
zation of a heterogeneous mass of fas-
cists, Anarchists, etc. We talked our
way out that time. My arrest three days
later was of a different kind.

1 saw these brave girls making ban-
dages in  buildings mnear Independence
Square on Tuesday night when a terrific
- burst of tank and machine-gun fire was
heard immediately outside. But' how

of Spam His bulle\at-uddled body v ;
thrown into'an unknown grave by the
Lasado executioners,

Communlsts Flght to the Last ;
It was inspiring to see Xl Mundo e
Obrero, the Communist Party _organ
and the only pro-Govemment paper
appearing during the - Crisis, distri-
buted by armed workers. Armed news-
boys in trucks rode-past the iusﬂladmg
Casadomts handing out thousanas of |
copies oh the streets. I am bringing -
one precious torn copy back to America.
The Commumst Party was most active
during the orisis. The leaders shifted
their headquarters constantly. I am
happy to say that the most md:spens&ble
men  escaped the massacres and are .
directing underground, parby work” ‘today.
On. Wednesd&y ‘the Popu]ar Front
forces were still gaining: Passing the
enormous stone Bank of Spain, Cagado’s
only fortress on Independence Square, T
saw the enemy smpers hiding in the -

i



meanwhile were

gradually. cutting through Madrid. On
5 Friday the Loyalist forces were -split in
8  two parts. To the right, the Govern-

: lment bad a sechon from « Cibiles to the

ts were unable to
1937‘

ing the tre hes fon Thursday,_I saw
thousands of enemy reinforcements
entering the ocity from the Guadalajara
ommanded by Mera, the Anar-
¢ rom Estramadura.

vation 'walks on the

odies lying on
8 and on the

ol 5

Jaca hgadqnarters outside of the city,

and leftward an area from Ciudad lmeal

fto Chn.umartm (mcludmg the Mmmtty
_'Bulldmgs) o

" The Madrid food situation, meanwhile,
was most serious. Food organization
which the Government had recently
taken from the hands of the bureaucratic
and bourgeois elements and made effici-
ent was now completely disorganized.
Bread was hard to get and the traitor
radio pldpugandists were unscrupulously

~ blaming everything on the ‘“Commu-

nists,” confusing the civilians.

With the shrinkage of the government
areas, the information contacts for my-
self and the
Agency correspondents shrank likewise.
But Friday noon we found a circuitous
route open to the National Communist
headauarters at 6 Serrano Street.

four * anti-fascist Aima

~ Our arrest and my escape followed.

The Escape

Awaiting a boat at Valencia I saw
how diffieult it was for an anti-faseist to
escape. Returning from Madrid I found
many members of the Communist Party
and hundreds of other militants im-
prisoned.




hits on the Gamrm whxeh
sight for da,ys.

We were luckier tha.n Du

nouncers of the “Vowe‘
whose ship = escaped ra.mmmg by
cruiser by only three y&rds the felluwm ;
week.

On Sunday the worst Medxtermuea.n
storm in the experience of Captain Elliot
rose. The ship riding with high ball
was blown from continent to continen:
for four days. Water was pom'mg over
the women and children in. the hold as
the ship was blown from Africa back to -
Barcelona. It was 1mposslble to keep‘
the ship in course, and the Cs.pta.m hove
to with engines at half-speed to save
the dwindling fuel. et

Fearing the ship would
Captain considered entering B:
but the knowledge that some P ).
would be shot prompted a bolder course.

The ship lay on its starboard beam
much of the time as it was blown west-
ward. Captain Christian Frederick, a
Danish ship-master and a representahve




} thonght here, might exercise
oo ve influence even a/ﬁ this time.

In one month T sa.w Spalu betrayed. T
saw Fra.nco' ﬁag rise, but I also saw
the courage and intelligence of the
Spéniéh peoﬁ)e, the splendid qualit"y of

the situation of the Japanese people
a,ftet eighteen months of war in China.
The utilisation of the productive
, for the purposes of destruction and



A serious epldemm of influenza raged in
Tokyo during the past few ‘weeks, and
in the middle of January claimed over
40 victims a day. 2

chief of the 'department for ‘combatmg

epidemics at the Tokyo' Police Pre-

fecture, has issued the  following com-
forting words to the sufferers: So long as
winter lasts, little can be done. - For the
epidemic is most serious in the poor
districts of Tokyo, the -inhabitants of
which are unable to heat their dwellings.
In .the same
advises the poor of Tokyo, to hang mos-
quito nets over their beds. This, he
says, will at least 'help to keép the
draught off somewhat. Owing to the
severe frost there were hundreds of
water pipe bursts every day in Tokyo
Tt was next to impossible to get the

pipes repaired’as there was a lack of the’

necessary piping, and in order to obtain
it one had first to send in a long and
detailed request to the authorities. The
moloch of war is 9wallowmg up all the
metal.

The shortage of petrol is havmg a
crippling effect on private transport.
Only 15 per cent. of the former quantity
of petrol is now available for the small

This‘figure was given
by the official Domei Agency itself. The i

breath this gentleman °

triek, 'w subsﬁﬂiuA )
petrol for one filled

into pgtrol s

When already some months ago, the
supply lof raw mﬂt(ana.l s for the Japanese
industry, especially: the textile ‘industry,
was held up, it was ordered that only
fabrics made of wrﬁﬁcml fibre or - ~with a
considerable admlx'ture of arttﬁmal fibre,
would be permitted « for  consumption
within the country. Fabrics made of
artificial ﬁbre are natm,‘ally dearer and
wear out more quickly. ‘The consequence
was, a sudden flourishing of illicit.
trading in cotton and woolen cloth.. The-
Japanese Press tried to console the
popula.hon regarding the shortage of.
olof.hmg material, by declaring that it is
not €0 dmgsroul and the chief thmg
that supplies of food are assured in any |
oase. But recently even the Japanese
Press has been nnabls to hlde its anxiety




8 i strument, the professors
ute ha.va a.lready eatablls'ﬁed

‘longmg for peace. ex.lstmg among
the masses of the population. It is

'ﬁforbuna.te, therefore, when
© nondnctmg this propn-

la organisation in
Med beoause he

chines ‘m sud;y ‘cafes, ! 'ﬁ
a handsome profit.

ing
~ further developed and extended.

¢ regarding all movements

_part in war propaganda.

_year @he‘ police
over thé alleged extermina-
nmong the

by the rmddle of January the
. Press reported that in all
efecbures the organisation for combat-
¢ dangerous thoughts’’ was to be
The
authorities are to be kept informed, by
a 'comptehgﬁsive network of spies,
among the
masses of the people, while at the same
time the police are taking an active
Baron Araki,
Minister for Education, revealed by his
actions that dangerous thoughts have
been anything but exterminated in the

imperial universities. He had a meeting

'with six presidents of the imperial

universities, the purpose of which was
to have removed from the high school
curriculum any subject or theme which
might in any way become dangerous
to the existing regime. Above all,
these obscurantists complained that far

_too much time was taken up in the
universities with studying the culture

and institutions of other countries.
Araki wishes to counter-balance instruc-
tions on the modern world by laying
still stronger = emphasis on the old

<« traditions > of the Samurai.

‘The police also fear the strolling
players, wandering minstrels, . artists,
story-tellers, who eome in contact with
the broad masses of the people. They



ago he wrote a numbgr
social-liberal tendency.

stituted proceedings aga.inaﬁ- this pro- °©

fessor because his books are m) in
harmony with the doctrines of the mili-
tary clique. The professor was thm_e_u.ten-
ed with imprisonment ; he had already

By N. Dutta Mazumdar ST X%

[We print below a thesis by Nlharendra Dulta Mazumdar

and his group.

It has been dicisively rejected by the Indian
Communists as embodying not merely -deviations but repudiz

tion of the fundamentals of Communism. The answer to this -
thesis by the Communist leaders of India is a[sp_pubhshed

in this issue.—Ed.]

Tripuri has set the Left Thinking
Various attempts have been made to

assess the swift-moving events of Tripurl.

Some have seen in it a victory, others a
set-back of the forces against the
Tederal Plan. Some are dissatisfied with

the suspension of democracy within the -

Congress, others are satisfied with the
resolutions. There are 8o raany opinions
as there are groups of Lefts.
Classes in the National Struggle
The Three decisive leading factors in
Indian politics are (1) Imperialism (2)

Indian capitalism (3) the warkin,; class.
The character of the national struggle
depends on the reln,twe strength of these
three classes. Ee 7 ;

Many’Socxahsts have begun m thmk
that this type- of analysis, smce it is
based on class forces in Indmu pohtlcs,
is sectamm.: To them there are only

' two groups in Indxa—-(l) Imperlallats =

and — (2) a.ntl-lmpema.hsts ‘There are
others who would object to the ‘mention
of the working class apart from the
bourgeoisie, on the jle& ‘tlmt it wonld go



\

~ bourgeoisie was
1 “alternative to ex-
acquiescing to the urgent

_dammdsuf the United Front put for-

‘ward by the Reds. In course of a few
‘weeks, all China fought Japanese im-
‘perialism as one man.

Balance of Classes in India

The class, relationship are not so

~ transparent in India, because uptil now

the working class has not asserted itself
as an independent class force in the
national politics. The political struggle
of the working ciass is being waged by
the radical petty bourgeoisie led by

e bom‘ge(_ns “interests, m}_ﬁg‘ed
inst the working class, against
pea,santry The n

: -(Innger of aggresnon from lmpena ts
as remute so Chiang concentrated on
pmg “out the Reds, the mtgmal
obstacle to the unhindered growﬁh of
Chmese oapxmhsm

'.l‘he economic crisis, which B‘e’gan

8 ‘ea.rller in Ja,pan than elsewhere, forced
Ja’.psnese_ ‘imperialism to prepare for
1. W]nle the Chmese bour-

whﬂe Chiang still oarnéd on his antl-
Bed drive. By 193'7 however, the posi-
tion of the classes was radlcaﬂy altered
:,from what it was n.deoade ago. Japanese

declassed Socialist intellectuals. Never-
theless, the ideology of struggle develop-
ed by this class unmistakably shows that
while it lacks the direct imprint of the
Indian working class, yet it owes its
right to the ideology of the international
working class.

The big upheaval of 1857 was .India’s
first war of independence. Even as early
as that, there were classes in the struggle,
the dying old feudalism and 2 ruined
peasantry, between whom war con-
tinued to be waged. The year 1905-09 saw
the next big nationalist wave. Its clear
bourgeois character did not prevent the
whole people from supporting it nor did
the bourgeoisie think of alienating any
particular class from this struggle. The
year 1919 again found the bourgeoisie at
the helm. The years of bourgeois co-
operation with imperialism io the war not
only did not produce any transfer of
power to the hands of the bourgeoisie
but actually brought forth some wortke-

Jess reforms, which would leave the




From a study o
as from a knowledge

of the Indian social el

ble to deduce certai
sions, We see that 5
strength of the classes
and the equi]iBrium cont

favourable  situation
united popular imperialist a

2. When the bourgeoisie

ate attack from  imperi
consolidation of its oclass po;
Jeadership becomes urgent ‘and
hinders the growth of a united fr

throw of bourgeocis powel
nial bourgeoisie, like any
geoisie, seeks the help of even




power, at the

: ] Trfpuri
~ We are now in a position to solve the
Tripuri tangle.

. The central figure of the Tripuri
Congrese i$ Subhas. Whom does he
"represent? ;

gréebuie Influence Leapt

Nothing has been consistent in the
3 ,Qateer of Sabhas Chandra Bose as his
~stubborn  resistance to the Federal
/’T]an Without the precision of Marxist,
._but with the instinct of a national revo-
lutlonvry, he realised that the line must
be drawn somewhere beyond which the
Shor.tllved ‘Stalemate position resent leadership should not be allowed
We are faced with an alarmmg!y deli- - to drift. He drew the line at the Fede-
: éanﬂ nnatable eqmllbnum in India ral Plan.
da; One step to the left, and the' ° [ntil Subhas’® victory nobody quite
urgeoisie - might ignite the powder " [oilised how matters stood.  The tactic
f agrarian revolution, in the wake  of Congress leadership so far has been to
which l!“ghf- come other revolntions. point to some vague revolutionary
and too many and the bourgeoi-  ghjective, win the support of the people
 face the combined forces of and turn the struggle to its own class
.nmpenalmfr, repre on and communal advantage. Thus wrecking the Consti-
_thnggery. i : fution became using the constitution
{{In this situation, i bourgeome is The promise of an €conomic programms
4% ,-ining to press f for such l{emundsas for the masses was out flanked by
may not be iulﬁlled w1thoub‘& mass dodges into a stubborn opposition to the
- Gandhiji bas suggested “that class organisations of workers and
truggle mxght deps,rt fron the peasants. Bub Subhas’ - definite plan,

nmater reactmna.ry angle




courage to tell them not to fig
wanted flexibility of action, so th
struggle was pre(npltated and at
same time no opportunitie lost; for -
‘bargaining abt the right oy {
Therefore the struggle that raged at
Tripuri was. nob Subhas’ lead versus
some other lead, but Subhas’ pledge to
definite action versus Gandhian flexibi-
lity, as to method, aim and tlme of
action. The latter course is the,p_ohtl-
cal content of Pant’s resolution described
by Dutta Mazumdar as the “stmgm the -
tail’l i t
Masses versus Boﬁrgoi'sie

The urgent need of the bourgemsle to
get the Congress to adopt " this latter
course gave Tripuris sbtuggle a sharp
and outspoken character. " To the dul- 3
lest it was apparant that the struggle
was between the ontspoken aim of the
millions of the Indian people. and the
secret aim of the Indlau bourgems]e,;
between the fighting genuine ' democracy
‘of the masses and the dmtatorshlp of
diplomatic bourgeome. .

political indeoision.
3 Ieader, Ehe ‘Left
Dlvorced from organ




great possibility for
but owing to lack of

A penod oi renewed

Mmmhry now strengthened by
esolution wonld ‘act with deter-

with deep concern
ihe thrcmghly Ims, arxist line of the
“National Front” as

1s advocated in its
nt iS5UES and ezpressea its horror and
amnamm aga,mal *such Bms that has
M mats 10 ¢ ahame and amwl n-

The VRashtrn;paA;hi’s

rslup that possibility 18 =

reaxstanbe
mea. What
ate our power we must

iorues on the mass front, -
each mass struggle how-

ever small and local in character with
- our initiative. rir
~ Congress into the struggle must be
exercised to the utmost.
. Jealously quard the initiative.
‘struggles should be co-ordinated. Cadres
. thrown up in the struggles must be

Our efforts, to bring

But we must
Separate

recrm’bed to the left parties and trained
to become leaders.

Congress recruitment should be vigo-
rously continued, but recruiting propa-

gfmda. should be intelligent and politi-

oa.lly correct. All illusions as to the role
of the Indian bourgeoisie in the coming

‘stmggle must be strictly withheld from

circulation. United front must not be
talked of as something already achieved,

‘but something which can be achieved

when the bourgeoisie is compelled to
accept i, that is to say when the work-
- ing class and its allies can and the
bourgeoisie cannot resist imperialist

a.ggression.

-

LE,;NINISM REPUDIATED

[A REPLY TO N. D. MAZUMDAR]

calculable damage lo the cause of Marvism
by doing what our
Tripuri.”

This astounding statement occurs in a
resolution proposed by Dutta Mazumdar,
who is the General Secretary of the

Comrades did at



These expectations -
The same old differences
a head in a new form. D

correctmess of the
approach" began defying organisational

selves outside the pale of 6rganiea.tionnl
unity. The Bengal Labour Party has
once again gone back to its old line,
~hich, in the present” critical period,
spells disruption. ~ Communists who
had joined this Party had to reslgn and
sever all connection with it.

1t has become now imperative to make
a thorough analysis of the present poli-
tical deviations of the Labour Party
Comrades and to show how these devia-
tions arise out of their original errors and
how they are leading them now to play
the role of disruptors of socialist as well
as national unity. In this article
we shall devote ourselves to their stand
at Tripuri and after. We are separately
printing the documents. in which they
work out a “theoretical and fundamen- = )
tal’”” justification fer their line. Those In his speeches on the
documents especially the essay, Tnpun— Dutta Mazumdar, ~ instead
a class approach, make our ta.sk easy. _the issue ©



isrupt

National Frtmt s for savmg the C.S.P.
a building - Socialist unity Dutta
‘Mazumdar is for disrupting the same.

At Calcutta A.LC.C.

Ah the Calcutta Session of the
C. Dutta Mazumdar played the
isruptive role. He wanted
- Subhas Babu to withdraw the resigna-
“ticn, not on the basis of joint Working
‘Committee as suggested by Pandit
Nehm, ‘but, he wanted Bose to proceed on
‘the a.ssumptlon that the Pant resolution
wus out of the way, as it could not be
unplemented and thus form a Working
ommittee of his own choice. ‘This
'nterpretu.hon meant complete repudia-
7'_ on of the stand the communists had
~decided to take.’” . (National Front,
14-5-39)

The Labour Party and 5
The Forward Block
Finally we have the Labour Party’s
'sbatemanb on the Forward Bloc.
 In the  statement  nowhere
“positive ~ tasks of Left
S

the

unity, its

formulated. That
J o unite in order to
~ unity of the Congress
. In view of the fact

that sum of the foremost leaders of the

, including 8jt. Bose, have
bqen talking of the “need” for split,

“suoh omission in the Labour Party’s

_statemen.’ﬁ' is all the more serious. When
one remémbers Dutta Mazumdar’s
demand made on the eve of the Presi-
dential election that the ‘‘disruptors”

"should be thrown out of the Working
: Committee, when one reads his ‘“‘class”

analysis of Tripuri, one is irresistibly
driven to the conclusion that this ommis-
sion is not accidental but deliberate.

An Alternative Line

These deviations of Dutta Mazumdar
and his comrades in the Bengal Labour
Party are not occasional lapses. They
arise from an alternative line, a line which
is a repudiation of the United National
Front. This line has been presented to
us by Dutta Mazumdar himself as ‘‘the
only Marxist and class line” in his article
«“Tripuri—A class approach”, which is
printed elsewhere. It is quite clear from
the formulations made in this article
that our differences with Dutta Mazum-
dar are not merely one of political esti-
mation of the situation which has
developed after Tripuri. The differences
relate to basic conception of Marxism-
Teninism itself. That is why Dutta
Mazumdar attacks our Marxism and
proceeds to give us some elementary
lessons in classes and class-struggle
before he expounds his solution of the
Tripuri Tangle.

The lesson which
Dutta Mazumdar gives us is this: ‘‘Classes
in society—even in Indian society—re-
main,and their alignment still determines

first elementary



social and pohtlcal develop
the colonies is the conflict
Foreign lmpenallsm on. th

colonies, to the developr
bourgeois demaocratic revoluf

of peasant  slaves, _which alliesilts
with the most reactioﬁdtj’ feudal classs

suppresses domocratic rights. ‘Imperia-
lism is the main ecemy against which
the interests of the overwhelmi majo
rity of the Colonial people are
The failure to see this as the main ' T
class conflict in the colonial aomety 1927 the
leads Dutta Mazumdar to pose the
problem of the national struggle in
India as mainly of a i
between the Indian bonrgeon
the proletariat.

This  fundamentally un- Lén‘in‘isﬁc
approach is at the root of most of his unpena,hst
deviations. He forgets that the oentral % were trym

the deve!opmen of




Germany there was a new
nt uf mter-lmpeﬂal contmdw-
D . This resulted m an

begmmng Chlang Iai-shek dxsplsyed
: a,,toty tendenoles towards Japan ?

d the popular tide in
I umst proposals" It

was prole!ami
ealed the breaeh nnd once agam umted

Analysis” of Indian National
Movement
' We have stated that Dutta Mazumdar
deme that the basic struggle in India,
as in other colonies, is the struggle

‘between imperialism and the people. He

would, of course, say that that is not the
case. Butlet us see how he ‘‘analyses’

_ the events of the last few years and how

he interprets the tactic of united front.

“The surrender of 1930-32 found the
bourgeoisie at the lowest ebb of power.” If
there was any force ascendant in Indian
politics it was the force of socialism...”

1935 saw the passing of the Govern-

- ment of India Act...... It (the Indian

bourgeoisie) adopted the only tactic open
to itself to regain its strength—uviz., the
tactic of United Front. This was achiev-
ed by Jawaharlal.” (our italics).

As a result of the bourgeoisie adopt-
ing this tactio, “within a year the Con-
gress became 80 powerful ” that it was
able to form Ministries in seven pro-
vinces. ‘“‘Bourgeois influence leapt up in
India.’”’ (Italics in the article).

The most striking thing in this
“analysis’’ is that there is no evalua-
tion of the strength of the Anti-
Imperialist movement during each
period, not a word about the strength
‘of the popular forces vis-a-vis im-
perialism in 1932, in 1936 and
in 1939.



As a result of th
ment of the masses
leadership, as a result o
swing of the masses to th
Dutta Mazgumdar  calls
socialism”’) and as a result of the
fied offensive of 1mper1alls}n against the
entire people, a situation was cr |
in which the strategy of united fro
could be successfully apphed by t
proletariat to build the broadest wni
front against imperialism. e

Tn the defeat of the Civil stobedlence‘ :
movement of 1932, Dutta Mazumdar sees
only the weakening of the bourgeoisie. In
the growiug influence ‘of. the Congress,,
in the resounding success of the Con-','
gress at the Elections, in the Pheno-::»
menal increase of Congress membershxp
from 600,000 to 5,000,000, Dutta Mazum-
dar sees mot primarily the growing
strength of the people the rising tide of
mass militancy, the widespread awaken-
ing of even the backward masses but
only “the consolidation” of baurgems :




tes the line of the 7th
ngre repudutes ‘the line of
| }"tﬂ 6th Congress. 'He repudiates the
adnngs of Marx and Lenin.

q'})k

,Aslongu the danger of the popular -
revolution has not become acute, im-
mediate and ‘menacing, the colonial
~ bourgeoisie 'dbet{not go over to the camp
5 of 1mpennhsm In the meanwhile, what
__the proletariat has to do is to cope with
tho vacillations " of the bourgeoisie in
~ the camp of the National Front. The
sgecxﬁc pature ‘of the united front
: aependp upon the specific nature of
 th hqns in the given period. In
any case nnng Glua period the basic
conflict’ is nob between the colonial
. bourgeoisie. and the proletariat., The
nsue 43 always how to isolate the compro-
mising tendency of the bourgeoisie, how 10
g;dmhse it, how o win the majority of the
seople for ihe consigtently revolutionary
_against imperialism.

M.

f the p"roleiqrmt for unifying the entire
against the “main enemy, imperia:
7 long a as imperialism is not over-
“thro this class strategy bolds good.

tional sitnation. He

continuous growth of

hnm a8 the essence. He ‘does not see,
ﬂ:m('. the working class and peasant mass

; ,.ups_urge of 1934—36 and the growth of

radicalism arose directly out of the ex-
perience of the mass struggle of 1930-32.
It was mot a question of Socialism assert-
ing itself after the ignoble surrender of
bourgeois nationalism [t was the con-
tinuation of the sectional d2mocratic
struggles under proletarian initiative. In
fact it' was this growth of proletarian
* and peasant struggles, it was the grow-

~ ing disillusionmept with bourgeois refor-

" mism, wkich became the basis of the
_ policy of the united national front in the
period of the Assembly elections and
“after. The popularisation of the concept
" of United Front—the acceptance of
<workers' and peasants’ demands in the
Congress programme, the verbal re-
‘eognition to Trade Unions and Kisan
'Sabhas—all these arise in 1937 nof out

~ of the need of the bourgeoisie, but
because of the emergence of the new
force, the proletariat coming into action
politically and taking initiative for
building united ‘front against imperia-
lism.

Because Dutta Mazumdar misses this
central point he arrives at a fundamen-
tally wrong conclusion, when he comes
toanalyse recent events: The United
Front in 1936-37, as signified by the
election manifesto, by the Faizpur resolu-
tions, and the Wardha programme (1937),
and by the emergence of Pt. Nehru
as a protagonist of the united front with



Mazumdar’s argumen
‘bourgeois manoeuvr:

permhsm too, retrieved 1tsl
in Europe by the economic enslavsment
of France and rearmament and in India
by the use of communal strategy which
threatens to disturb ©bourgeois’ law
and order from a sinister angle.” Ts
this a correct characterisation of the
position. of imperialism vis-a-vis the
Indian people today ? It is mot. The -

reality is that British TImperialism f—’
caught in the contradictions of its pro-
fascist policy is faced with the need for
gigantic war preparations, the economic
load of which it wants to shift on to the
backs of its colonies. This means greater
political and economic aggréssion against power, at the point mos
the Indian people, (the war amendment good bugsm Tomorr
4o Government of India Act, anti-recruit-
ment propaganda bill, the - Indo-British
Pact, intervention in the states and 8o
on.) But this is not all There is a
contradiction between the economic and
political needs of British imperialism.
While the economic comflict between
imperialism and the Indian bourgeoisie
is increasing, the exigency of the war Federation. The .
situation demands a political concilia-  of Fedemtlon. X "The sh'\'lggle : w)as
tion. It is equally clear, however, that = the




3V ubxonary boutgems
the mvolublona.ry pro-

by Subhas Bose—“the true

ited struggle capitu-

knew that the majoril

f the Nahonal ravolu- :

trary Wwe maintain

ﬁl had voted for sbrug,le and

‘browbeat the delegates
hed Bose. They wanhed to

, issue of ]eademh\p in the
her we or they.” This was
nee of the Pant resolution. The
s to side-track the side-trackers

I not by phymu their game but by
3 exposmg it. This could be doue only by
sharply posing the slogan of unity for
;\atmggle and of united leadership.

*{agaiusb the disruptive slogan  of

‘homogeneous cabinet” i.e., exclusive
cadership of the Gandhian wing. If the
ntire left including the elected Prasident
lad stood by this slogan and con-
sentrated the fire of attack on the slogan
of exclusive leadership as a slogan of
dlspmty and of the continuation of drift,

the battle might have been won.

Dutta Mazumdar vehemently protests
ainst his line being dubbed Royist.
True, he did not plead  directly for an
altemat\ve leadership in his  speeches.
Bub he compared the Right wing leaders
_ o Franco and the counter revolutionary
generals of Spain. He did not come out
with a positve appeal  for united
leadership. On the other hand all his
arguments were . focussed ~ on | the
democratic right of the elected President

o chose his own Cabinet.

“The chief thing stressed in Dutta
Mazumdar’s stand was not ideology and
organisational set-up but for fusion of



wing leaders. This accordm
version of his supporters w
at Trlp\ll'l.

Dutta Mazumdar 5 Lme

On the eve of Bose’s election, Dutta-

Mazumdar had advocated the expulsion
of Right wingers from the Working
Committee. (His statement  quoted
earlier). The Labour Party _conference
that met a month afterwards unani-
mously adopted a resolution on the tasks
before Tripuri a resolution which inter
alia states: “United struggle under
united leadership is the surest gurantee
of victory. All slogans and tactics there-

fore...that demand the ousting of Right

wingers...from the Working Committee
‘must be considered disruptive.”

By this resolution therefore  the
‘Bengal Labour Party without a smgle
dissentient voice definitely repudlated
the line advocated by Dutta Mazumdar
_on the eve of the Presidential Election.
It lay down the line for Tripuri. Yet
at Tripuri, Dutta Mazumdar (according
to his own supporters) demanded the

expulsion of plotters and splitters’” i.e.,

-,of the exlsbmg -strugg]es and raise

is not the same as Roy
tariat smd at the core
says Dutta Mazumdar. Ve i
how does /it act? Doesit act as t;he ul

v



- Thm mﬂltaut economism of Dni:.ta.
$ Mazumda.r and the Benga,l Labour Party

~ arises directly from their wrong “class-

olass that atta.ck is du'ected of acting
'n.atwmzl pol@twal issues, of raising

thé prolebanat has to do
'—mto “]ealously guatd the initiative.”
‘Taken together with his formulation of
~ the tasks of the proleta.nat (in which
" the most important thing that. the pro-
_letariat has to do is to strengthen its
artial struggles) this “guarding of
initiative”” can only mean isolating the
B 5 4I5S

i strugglé in India.

at.mggles to the pohtwal plane—:s'

_analysis” of the problems of national
If you repud:ate the
- central Leninist thesis, that the main
task in the present phase of the revolu-
tion in colonial countries is to unite all
the anti-imperialist forces against the
main enemy and to neutralise the vacil-
lations of the bourgeoisie and to develop
the revolutionary fight—you cannot but
Jand in economism. You miss the central
political task—the fight against foreign
imperialism. It therefore natural
that the Bengal Labour Party misses the
importance of the National Demand
resolution, however imperfect, for deve-
loping the political struggle and tempo
of the masses.

i8

This resolution is viewed
only as a bourgeois manoeuvre and not

" as something which the leadership had

to pass and which they are now quietly
sabotaging, It is surprising that the
Resolution of the Bengal Labour Party
takes almost the same stand which Sjt.
Sarat Bose took at Tripuri and which we
condemned as opportunistic. ¢ The
National Demand Resolution as advocat-
ed by Jawaharlal and adopted by the
Congress also aimed at opening the gate
of compromise and preventing struggle.
Qamouflaged by clever language the
resolution advocated compromise witk







on of the Gonstztutwm’f )
- Sjt.. Sntyamurthl, ‘at a
iy meetmg held in Bombay,
_(mMay«Sﬂzt» & _’.

is Deepens’” was our
the Calcutta session of the

visualised intensification of

san and Trade Union movements,
igainst every form of mass struggle;
~and, as the organisational counter-part
~of this oﬂenslve, intensification of the
~ effort to reduce the A.IC.C. mtg a
‘packed body of Rightists, to reduce the
‘Congress itself into an orgamsatmnal

| subservient to the will of the “homoge-
- ‘neous’’ Working Committee. The drive
_against the Left, we characterised, as the
inevitable result of the policy of drift
pursued by our “national Ieadenh\p——a
policy based on hopes of a “favourable”
compromise with 1mpena]hm, based on
 illusions of ‘‘capture of power without
.st,ruggle."’ This policy if pursued would

. ead to all-round disintegration and pre-

Ahatpen he oohﬂlch within the Congress

would defeat dlsruptlon This was

our rendmg.
N

Bannlng Struggle
The developmenbs since Caleutta, that

oulmm&ted in the Bombay session of the

AJ.C C., haye fully borne out our
analysis, have proved the correctness of
our reading, That the formation of the
homogeneous Working Committee was
but the beginniug of a concerted attack
against the forces of struggle has been
brought out so sharply, that none, who
would not deliberately shut his eyes, can
yet fail toread the real meaning of these
developments. Bombay has virtually

‘banned participation. of Congress-

men in any mass struggle if that
brings them, as it would inevitably
do, in conflict with Provincial
Governments. Bombay has banned
open criticism of Congress Ministries
by Provincial Congress Committees
and has practically' reduced the
latter to a position of subordination
to the former, thereby completely
reversing the relation that ought to
exist between peoples’ organisation
and its representatives in the Legis-
lature and the Government. Bombay
has attempted to raise barrier bet-
ween the Congress and  the new
strata of masses that are awakening
to political life under the impact of
the growing Kisan and Labour move-
ments. All these constitute fresh



represenhsblves of bhe British A d
forces in India including the A'll‘ O cer
Commanding the R.A]

the Cordite Factory i
(Nilgiris) and at the Ishapor:
‘Factory were hemg speeded up.‘
consignments of War planes had arri
in India since April and more we:
arrive soon.’ A mighty war machine
being established i1 India—a machine that
would be used for crushing any attempt to
resist imperialist plans to drag India into
war, to crush any populm movmem
against Imperialism. |

What ‘New Technique’ Means"

Other problems were there: equwlly
grave and serious, problems - demanding
immediate attention. Suspension of the
States’ Peoples’ movement ad been -
followed by ruthless terroris TAG
the Conference held in Bomba:

,i;nly §
two  weeks before the A I C. G
session, the representatives ~__of» the 1
princes had made it abundantly clear di




t and planned >oﬁenswe
eft are counterparts of the"

At Bombay this offensive aga.mst the

ot i Lgiﬁ ‘was to be launched with full vigour.

‘Eﬁq ry Commlttee whose

on every important issue the

g 1d facilitate the puruance of the
,premt line of retreat before imperialism
 and vested interests, as would intensify the
q[fenmue agamst the struggles of Workers
" and peasants and the people in geneml
- And the organisational ch
ed were such, as would make the Congress
5 stself @ tame instrument for carrying out
this. _@olwy. Tﬁw, in a nuishell, was the
: g of the 1 of the Working
- Q@ommittee. It was planned offensive
a.gamst the Left. i
The basls =
The entu'e line of the present Working
Commlttnee is based on hopes of compro-

rec

Forg

ﬂ:ey had been forced to aoeept g

g,ha,n'g;s lin the“(}\ongresé
_ But the most significant

by the Working Committee was

The A. I. C. C. was to be transformed
into a paoked body entirely  controlled
by the Right wing, Participation in
Working Class and Peasant struggles and
their organisations were to be banned.
Congress Ministries were to become all-
powerful bodies standing above the
Congress and dominating it. No wonder
the Bombay s2ssion became a session of
conflict between the Right and the Left,
no wonder the basic conflict, struggle
against imperialism, was relegated to the
background.

First Success of Left Unity.

The attempt to abolish proportional
representation in the A.TI. C. C. and to
invest the Working Committee with dic-
tatorial powers, to ban at its discretion
the participation of members of the
Congress Committees in '“any other”
organisation was given up at the elevenh
hour. This did not, as subsequent reso-
Jutions show, indicate any change of
attitude towards the Left, towards mass
organisations of workers and peasants
and their struggles.
tactical device to neutralise the opposition
of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and to prevent
the consolidation of the left, before the

It was a purely




“haps the lughbat o
A, L C.C. But that offe
been stayed. It would
again in the near futn
with its political llne, the El
give up attempts bo 8queez o €
and all supporters of struggle, fronx
the Congress organisations. -~ = .

Consolidation of theRight

Thus the united Left has alréady suc-
ceeded in defeating to a certain extent,
the disruptive policy of the present
leadership. That this unity, if consoli-
daved and properly guided, can ultima-
tely turn the scale and win the entire
Congress for the policy of struggle can
be doubted by only those who lack con-
fidence in the masses, who do not realise
the extent and depth of discontent with
the existing policy: It is precisely
because the present Ieadershii; does re-
cognise it, it is precisely because it is
conscious of its weakening position, that
determined efforts made at
Bombay to consolidate the Right wing
nnd win over the centrist element by
playing on their loyalty to Gandhiji, by
Ministerial pressure on lukewarm suppor-
ters. Regular meetings of the A. I. C. C.
members who in the past supported the
present leadership were held and every
effort was made  to constitute a solid
bloc of its supporters in the A. I C.0C.

were

It was on the eve of the A I.-C. c |
Session that the representstxve& of the
Congress Socialists, the Forwa.rd Bloo,
the Communists, the Royists and tl}e ‘,
Kisan Sabha leaders meb and agreed to
form a Consolidation Committes cons i
ing of representa.hves of the parties and
groups of the Left, Decisions quld be
arrived at by mutual agreemem; and the :
consolidation Committee would function
as the United Executive of the entn'e ;
Left. It wasa step of txemendous im-

- portance and slgmﬁcanoe anﬂ what it




formed of opponents of dnft of suppor-
ters of struggle—no matter what their
pohnca.l amlaﬁlons a.re. And these com

of qtuggle. ooordmate the activities of
the Left on all fronts in their respective
localitics and act wunder the political
‘guidance of the Ali India Consolidation
Committee towards a single objective—

strugele. 1f the United Left actsona
- national political pla:ie, organises mass
'achona, mass campaigns mass opposition
to every concrete manifestation of the
_ policy of compromise e.g. the “New
chnigue” in States;, the anti-struggle
'solutron of the Bombay A.IL C.C.
: draws the masses of Congressmen who
~ are teday mostly apa.thetlc, into political
act’mziy through these campaigns and
aef,mns, then and then only will it be able
to win the majority of Congressmen
/amst the policy of compromise and for
he policy struggle and thus move the

‘that of ending drift and
nation-wide struggle.
- supporters of struggle on this political
basis, and on such a broad scale is achiev,

drift, win them over for the policy of

launching
Tf unity of the

ed, millions of Congressmen who aré to-
day passive. would be drawn in and the

pre-requisites created for natiou-wide

advance.

Achieve Socialist Unity

' That is the type of Left Unity that
' the situation demands.
“order to be really effective must have a

Such unity, in

socialist core—a core that can be sup-’
plied only by a single United Socialist
Party. Only the United Socialist Party
shall be able to politically guide the

- United Left, prevent it from becoming a

factional consolidation against the Right

prevent the discontent with the existing

policy of the Right from flowing into
disruptive channels. Hence it is that for
ending the policy of drift, for consolidat-
ing the Left, socialist unity acquires
tremendous Hence it is
that the most urgent task before socia-
lists and communists is to work towards
the establishment of a single United

importance.



touch with thei"

modern literature
Languages, has tried

economic and politic
Society.

This number opens with an int
article by Mulk Raj Anand the
known author of the ‘Cooiie’, ol
Progressive Writers’ movement, whi




r.rlhce' of Mohlt, Mohan and

i own the depths of the Indian Ocean
ndabad.”

FGteator lndla.
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K BEFORE THE WORLD?”
—-MulkRa Amnd
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