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~ dominant Right threa,tens to 8
over to the enemies of the Oongress
What is behind this ? 2 =

This raises fundamental lssues——the
basis of our movement, the course it has
taken and the role of the Right and
the Left.

The New Congress—-—Programmatlc

of the Left

Imperialism ocrushed the two Civil
Disobedience movements but it conld
not kill the spirit of our people. After a
period of self-criticism, and evaluation
of the past of our movement, a new
policy took shape. The programmatic
departures (Constituent Assembly, demo-
cratic state, formulation of the demands
of workers and peasants, mass contact
and etc.,) made at Lucknow and Faizpur
Congresses and their further concretisa-
tion and clear enunciation in the election
manifesto, meant. the beginning of a new
chapter in the history of the Congress.
They constituted a programmatic victory
for the Left, official adoption by the
Congress of the programme, adapted to
new conditions, which the Left had been
advocating for a decade. The Left won
but it failed to work out the implication
of its own success. It failed to realise
that this constituted a new stage in our
movement and necessitated a change in
the role of the Left. The Left was no
longer the protagonist of an alternative
programme to that advocated by the
Right, the Congress itself had accepted
the programme persistently put forward
by the Left. The problem now was
to implement it in practice.

The role of the Left became not merely
that of agitators for a rival programme
but active organisers of a common pro-
gramme. The Left had to make asharp
turn form being the opposition to the

-«

- still more to the Left instead of organis-

‘but also against the Right.

to play - ah oppomromx role con =
ing merely on pushing ‘the eadaminp :

mg a movement on the basis of the
programme which had alreaﬁy been

“accepted by the Congress The nght

therefore, continued to look upon the
Left as the traditional opposition dnd

and went its own way. The Congress

had adopted a now: policy but the Left

failed to impart it a new practice.

Large sections of the Left continued to

argue that the new policy could not be

1mplemented without overthrowmg the

old leadership and they directed their

attack not only against Imperialism

This was

wrong in as much as it took the leader-

ship as a whole to be homogenous and

failed to understand the significance of

the fact that the nesw policy had been

put across by Nehru himself, the official

President. Further, the new policy of

The United National Front, generalisecd

not the experience of a section of our

movement represented by the Left alone
but that of our national movement as
a whole. Unity was its living core,

unity of the entire people who had

faith in their existing leadership against

Imperialism. The tactic of struggle on

two fronts—against the Right and

against ImperialisSm wasnot only againsg

the very policy of United National

Front but isolated the -Left within the

National Front as a dissident see#.

This led the Left to adopt the
mistaken tactic of concentrating merely
on the sectional struggles of the toilews
as  “independent” sttugg'le’s’ hopmg"
thereby to increase its own independent
mass basis and  at some fatwre dabe be



~ overthrow the Right. wpra.ctme thi
meant keeping the Congress i.e., rthe

rest of the people, away from these

struggles, not broadening = sectional *
struggles into people’s - struggles, not
building the United National Front here
and now in the wav it could be built -
but postponing it to some future da.te
when it could be built under our own
leadership.

The organisational lay~oﬁt of our
movement continued as before.

Victory in the Elections

The new programme was put to the
test in practice during the elections
under the new constitution. The over-
whelming victory of the Congress and
the rout of its enemies was proof of  its
essential soundness. For the reasons
suggested above the line of propaganda
during the elections differed from that
of previous elections but the method of
organisation remained the same. The
victory came from the new programme
but it was capitalised by the older
leadership. The elections however
meant more than a victory at the polls,
more than a demonstration of the
soundness of the new programme, they
accelerated the tempo and broadened
the sweep of the mass movement which
had alread begun and unified it around
certain common slogans on anathn-Wlde
scale.

Miscarriage of a Plan
A section of the national leadership
represented by Nehru and Bose had -
gone Left, reflecting the new needs of
our movement and the ‘experience of
the world movements allied to our own,
and had pushed through the new policy. -
A rapid radicalisation had been proceed-
ing among the Congress rank and file
(whose advanced elements had already

Congress, Gandiji in the Hah]a w
~ out an alternative line, “the exper

bewgs.msed

unders'boed it.
re]ect.mg the oﬂ'icml

of office a.ccepta.nce” to expand the"ﬂ_\
bounds of—(instead of wreglnng) the
Constitution. which in the final analysis

 boiled down to nothing more than the
" illusion ofia»chievi.ng freedom without

struggle. In other words, this was the
re-application of the old policy of
compromise, after the mistakes and
effectiveness of the Left had been
understood anew.  Gandhiji did not
rule out struggle for all times, but he
separated the parliamentary work(for the
present period) from the extra-parliamen-
tary struggle (at some future date, as a
final resort,) and did not see their unity as
indicated in the Election Manifesto. His
policy would have transformed the Con-
gress from a mass organisation into
another Liberal Party, for the Congress
would have to carry througth, the line of
disiring peace with Imperialism and

conciliation with its enemies. Gandhiji’s

experimment did not come off as desired
by him, his mechanical calculations were
disturbed by the emergence of the new
wave of mass movement which objecti-
vely became the extra-parliamentary
movement however undesired by him.
The poiicy of compromise had to cross"
a human wall and overcome mas resis-
tance.

This new mass movement arose fgom
the working-class, peasant and student
section of our National Front. It was
based on their immediate demands, took"



= 3 nndemtand its own line better.

I.eit D& to day expenence of a rising
mass movement led the Left to see its
~own mistakes and shortcomings and

new development is epitomised in the

Cawnpur General Strike—the struggle -

of the workers, fought and won as the
struggle of the whole people, conducted

and lead in unity by the Majdoor Sabha

and the local Congress. The Left did
not ask for unity but worked it out and
scored a roaring triumph. Cawnpur
became an inspiring example. ’

The Line of the Enemies
of the Congress

In this new period, after the accept-
ance of Ministries, the line of Imperia-
litm became clearer as months passed by
It facilitated the acceptance of Ministries
by the Congress to get the leadership
within its own parlour and as the
“Government’” make it administer im-
perialist) law and order i.e., use the
imperialist machine of repression against
the mass movement and thus create a
breach between the parliamentary and
extra-parliamentary fronts (between the
broad masses and the Congress organisa-
tion, between the leadership and the
rank and file) and through a disruption
of the national front and the suppression
of the militant wing, pave the way for
imposing the Federation.

After the formation of the ‘Congress
Ministries the vested interests, big
Zamindars and Big Business, have raised
-a storm not to let the Congress Ministers
- implement the economic demands of the

~ Election Manifesto in the toilers in-

‘terest@s or at least to conmdemblywhlttle ;

“brothers inside the

This

In unison with their class-
\Congress_ they
threaten civil war against the Congress.

them down,

The pressure upon the Congress is
from two sides but is directed by one
mind. The line of British Imperialism
and of its Indian allies is one. It con-
stitues a virtual offensive against the
Congress as such, switching it off its
mass basis, cutting out its growth. -

This offensive is not being met with a
planned—out  counter-offensive. The
compromisers who dominate our leader-

‘ship understand it differently as acei-

dental provocations caused by the
unruliness (if nothing more uncompli-
mentary) of the Left. Their policy of
compromise makes them blind to the
fate of their own organisation and its-
future. - =
The reactionary ‘offensive against the
Congress and the whole mass movement
is not going through uncountered. It is
meeting with heroic unofficial resistance
down at the base, among the rank and
file, through local Congress Committees
and other mass organisations. :

The Congress Ministries are being
pulled at by two sides, the enemies of
the people and the people themselves.

This dual pull resulted for some time
in the leadership as a whole following a.
policy of drift, attempting to act the
mediator between its enemies and its
own rank and file. This in turn has
further worsened the situation, em-
boldened the enemies, and disheartened
the rank and file.

What Next ?
In the background of a rising mass.

movement giving strength to the people,
coupled with the rapidly maturing war-























































is Ubngess one of the st ngest drivin

cause of the ¢

the words of Dmutrov e

: »“ This Gongress expressed the com-
5 plete tnnmgh of unity between the
proletariat of the land of victorious
Socialism—the Soviet Union—and the
_proletariat of the capitalist world, - which
is fighting for its liberation......... This
_ victory consolidates the work of peace
“among the peoples; ib . increases the
international importance of the Soviet
~ Union and of its role as a powerful
 bulwark of the workers in their fight
against capital, against rea.ctibn and'
fascism.”

A policy which has a foundation of
this kind is a stronger weapon in the

\ - hands of the working class than are, on

t.heother hand, all the fascists’ instru-
ment,s of murder. Precisely this special
cha,;sacter of the VII Congress of the
Communist International and its deci-
sions gu teed the smocesses which,
_ during the past three years, have been
- gained in the Btruggle against the fascist
m the reason why,

_approached

: prbpoaals wlnch Georgi Dlmltl‘ov, in the

e of the ‘Communisb I_ntema-tmnal,
placed before the leaders of the Sec;ond
International, are an indiciation of the
seriousness with which the lea.dershlp of

© the Comintern undertook to carry out
.,ﬂ;s declsione. A b ey ol

Dumtrov, in his conéluding speech at
the VII Congress, had said that the
Communist International did not *‘think
out’’ the task of assembling the people
around the working class in a broad
people’s front. “The experiences of the
international working class movement,
above all the experiences of the French
proletariat have set us this task.” The
Communists, in  accordance with the ex-
ample given by the VII World C’ong'ress in
the events of the past three years, ‘have not
“ the living
process in the life of the Peoples with
academically thought out schemes and fized
dogmatic standards” (Manuilsky), but on-
on the basis of a thorough and fundamental
study of the correlation of class forces in

every couniry, at each moment ; they have

carefully cousidered the position of each
class, each of the groups, within this
_ olass; they have studied all class con~
flicts in their entirety and she methods

revolutionary .

%]






 save the
era.hon irom physxcal and spiritual
degeneratxon. We are prepared to do
all this because we want to prepare and
hasten the overthrow of the fascist
_dictatorships in the fascist countries.
~ We are prepa.red to do all this Bzacause
“we want to save the world from
- Fascist Barbarism and the Horrors of
- - an Imperialist war.”

ngre .
tematwna:l ‘stresses the danger
capitalist countries and

e underestimation of the
‘ fasmst danger. The Congress also rejects

~ the fatalist standpoint, that the victory -

‘of fascism is inevitable ; ; this standpomt
is :fundament.a.lly wrong ; it can only

~ produce passivity and wealken the mass
struggle against fascism. The working
class can prevent the vmtory of faseism

if it achieves unity of action, and by
promptly developing its active struggle,
prevents fascism from gaining strength ;

thanks to a revolutionary leaderslup,
it is able to rally round itself the broad

' masses of the workers in  town and
- country.” : :

 VARJIWANDAS HIRJEE & Co

194 GOVINDAFPPA NAICK 57, MADRAS. &












~ nants ozE feuda.hsm ;
Capttahst Cruu and lndlan
. Agriculture

: B,a.w materials produoed by Ind.la.n :
poa.sa.nts are pnrchaaed by monopoly

. capitalist groups. Jube is purchased by
English capitalists mvestmg their capital
in India and Dundee. Cotton is
purchased mostly by Japanese capita-
lists and also by the textile industries of
Great Britain. Rice is purchased by
Germany as raw material for glue
making. The present crisis at the first
phase brought these eapitalist industries
almost to a state of collapse and now it
is a phase of depression of a special kind
in which the collapsing stage has been
passed over by the capitalist at the cost
of workers and peasants through wage
cuts, reduced priée of raw materials, and
restriction of production on the one
" hand and on the other by speeding up
the production of war materials. Under

the pressure of the crisis, the capitalist

industries were unable to maintain the
level of their profits owing to the fact
that'production was’ carried to a point
when under the competition of mono-
poly groups, prices began to fall abnor-
_ mally below the actual wvalues of the
commodities. In both the phases of the
crisis production was restricted, un-
employment increased and workers’

wages were reduced. Consequently sale

raw matena.]a reaehed out oi all propor-_ 2

tlons ~ This factor increased the poverty

of the pea,sa.ntry and brought about the =
o collapse of industries resulting in un-

employment a.nd wage cuts. In conse-
quence the market for food: crops
tremendously shrinked both externally
and internally. In this way the price
of food crops fell down along with the
prices of raw materials. Between Sep-
tember 1929 and March 1934 the price
of raw Jute fell by 539 ; and of raw
cotton by 519%. Since then, there has
been no substantial improvement of the
situation. +The following table showing
the fall of exports of agricultural‘ pro-
ducts will give us an idea about the
extent of the crisis and its effect upon -
the Indian peasantry.

Baxport of Raw Materials

RAW JUTE RAW COTTON
b Rs. = Ras.
192829 32.35 crores 66.25 crore

1934-35 1087 -, 3449 ,,
Ezxport of Food Grains
RICE WHEAT
~ Rs. Rs.
1928-29 26.46 crore 1.69 crore
193435 10.34 ,, 10.61 Lakhs

The record of this fall tells a story of
unbearable suffering for the impoverish-
ed peesantry. The export level of
1934-35 is not the lowest level; such a
level was reached in 1932-33 and itis
after a slight rise that the level of
1034-38 was reached. This is not the







materials. Bu under mpenahst rule
 both the conditions are being and are
‘bound to be disregarded :—(1) India is
being dehbera.tely kept a backward

. country, (2) Industries which have de-

- veloped disregard the quesblon of
workers’ standard of life and fair selling
- price for raw materials.

The crisis of the Indian coal industry
is a glatiné example how Imperialist in-
terest stands in the way of industrial
development. Indian coal cannot com-
pete with south African coal. = The cost
- of production of Indian coal is higher

than the import price of South African
coal which enjoys railway rebaties for
exported coal from the South African
railways. The Indian railways do not
give corresponding facility to Indian
_coal and the Govt. Of India has refused
to make any provision for this help to a
key industry in India. Indian Railways
are worked by British capital and the

British capitalists, and the main railways
_are owned by Govt. of India paying

annuities to the owners of capital. In-

dustries producing heavy chemicals
have great potentiality in India, but it
does not enjoy aﬂy protection against
the foreign imports. fAbout Rs. 2.5
crores worth of heavy chemicals are
annually imported in India of this
~ import almost Rs. 1.5 crore worth of
chemicals come from Great Britain.
Foreign iudustries producing heavy

sta.be proteotmn
3 The Government
Bun;larly refused to protect the
Gl,a.ss industry and it should be not;ed
that glass goods of the value of nearly
Rs. 2,5 crores are mported into India.
Indian paper industry produces 38000
tons annually and ~India consumes
every year 99000 ton of paper. The rest
of this commodity is imported {rom
abroad and the bulk of the imports
comes from Great Britain. Instances
can be multiplied to show how Indian
industries cannot develop due to impe-
rialist control with the result that -she
remains a backward country and thus
most vulnerable to the agrarian erisis of
a colonial character.

Besides the interests of English
Monopoly industries, there are other
reasons why Imperialism cannot tolerate
India’s industrialisation. India has
abundant sources of raw materials ; this
is shown by the volume of export and
the nature of the commodities exported.
There is a vast home “market for the
cunsumption of national industry’s pro-
ducts ; this is shown by the volume of
imports and the nature of the commodi-
ties imported. It follows that if India
is industrialised the present extent of
our foreign trade will be diminished and
it is from this foreign trade of India that
‘British banker, merchants and mariners
earn huge profits. 80 9, of our foriegn
trade is dealt in by British merchants.
Almost the whole of the Merchant’s pro-
fit derived from India’s foreign trade
goes to Britain. Our foreign trade ope-
rations are financed by the Exchange
banks and these exchange banks are
entirely owned by British Bankers.













frequen('. sight -to see an 'qecup@éy &

just a score of rupees in arrears. Of
late, owing to a succession of crop fai-
lures, scandalously low prices, heavy
indebtedness, the number of ejectment
proceedings have increased apace as will
be seen from the following table™ :—

1928-29 1526 1933-34  6946.
1930-31 5115  1934-35 8332,

1931-32- 7337 1935-36  9384.
1932-23 6816  1936-37

1t should be remembeéred that the bulk
of the C. P. tenantry, holds land in occu-
pancy rights and is thus liable to be
ejected.

The restrictions placed on the tenant’s
right to transfer their rights in their
holdings drive them to the very verge of
despair. When a tenant is in need, he finds
‘himself unable to sell even a part of his
land or to raise money by mortgaging it
or leasing it, unlesshe first lets the Mal-
-guzar have his pound of flesh. These
restrictions cripple him in the open
market and completely prevent him from
‘getting a fair price for the right he
proposes to transfer, even after he lets
the Malguzar have -his pound of flesh in

the form of the hated Nazarana. They -

ruin his eredit in the market and the
only remedy the tenant has, is either to

. ¥ <eand the other figuresin this article
are ail taken from the annual reports on the
Land Revenue Administration in C. P. issued
by the Government. \

tenant thus losing to the Malguzar a
holding worth a couple of thousands for

: ofcomzmct by status. s

- series of mw&ils man, right of pre‘emyhcm

restrictions on transfer and the replaoemeut

Er A clasa of' ullers
The Malguzars are out and. aut a clm

of idlers. The smaller ones do not evenr
collect the rents ; they s:mply get their A

share of village profits. The bigger ones
remain in cities, among their multifari-
ous afttractions while their Munims
(agents) exploit the peésa.ntry for them
in the villages. These Munims are
usually, extremely low paid servants and
hence, are devilishly unserupulous. With-
out the least regard for the ignorant,
humble and exhausted pesantry, they
see to it that by means transparently
dishonest their own as well as their
master’s coffers are filied to the brim. If
proof is needed that the Malguzars in
C. P are a class of idlers without any
useful social function to perform, one
has only to glance at the number of
applications made by Malguzars in the
whole of C. P. for permission to make

improvements in their tenants’ lands.
1925-26 4 1931-32 5
1926-27 8 1932-33 1
1927-28 2 1933-34 13
1928-29 4 1934-35 1
1930-31 0 1935-36 - 1

It should be remembered that this is
80, inspite of the fact than an improve-
ment made in the tenants’ lands entitles
a land-lord to enhance their rent.






y as a Malguzarotthe peasmtry
so as their money-lender He
_exploits the peasantry and lends the

er again as a source of further ex-
ploitation. In the role of the money
_ lender, he not only resorts to the usual

dishonest practises of the money-lendmg
class but has an additional feather in his
cap. Law requires that any payment
made by the tenant must be first appro-
priated towards the rent. But it is

usual for the Malguzar in C. P. to appro- .

priate the paymeﬁt to the tenants’ old
debts or to the Malguzar’s illegal exac-
tions, to show the rent to be in arrears
and to realise it, and as such to collect it.
Receipts, though by the stringent me-
thods available, demanded are not usually
passed. All laws are brushed aside be-
cause the tenant has neither the courage
nor the resources to fight it out in courts.
Even though the number of applications
by the tenants against the Malguzars for
this evasion of the law are few they are
“steadily growing. Within the course of
ten years ending with Sept. 1936 their
number increased more than two fold.

.nn]ust ‘and an exploiting system.
“something more.

y S0 obhuned to the same pea,santry—

An Antr-national and xecactlonaay
: -~ calssg® =

The Malguza.n ‘system is not only an
Itis
It- has created in the
villages a class of vested interests inten-

- sely reactionary, which on the slightest

opposition from the tenants, flies into the
arms of the bureaucracy and of the
Governor. It has ruined the peasantry
economically and reduced it to a condi-
tion of abject slavery and humiliation,
always in dread of the Malguzar, of
the Police, of the Revenue officers,
leading a life as precarious and undigni-
fied as that of stray cattle.

But this will not go on Iong The
burden of indebtedness, legal and illegal

- exploitation, the ever present fear of

being thrown on the streets by eject-
ments, the miserably low price level and
the heavy load of rent, helping to make
his holding uneconomlc are teaching the
peasants the lessons of their lives. They
are having their first lessons in organi-
sation. They are learning to raise their.
voice and to detect their enemies. This
will continue and their class conscious-
ness will grow, no matter that leaders
like Mahatma Gandhi may try to lull
them by their message of love, truth and
non-violence.

For an exposure of Land lordism and a clear 2
headed study of agrarian economy in C.P.

Read MALGUZARI PRATHA.

Write to the author :
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Price 8 As.
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away almos
snddenness as the lxght would dmppea.r,

n putting off the switch. Obviously,
as a case of wire-pulling by some of -
We said to ourselves,

—oﬁr well wishers!
S we. hve and le&m and we m&rched-‘
ahead.

- The actual work of literacy in the
‘villages was started from the 25th of
April. Nearly 30 students from Bombay,

from Bijapur and about 30 from poona
and Jalgaon scattered themselves all
over the presidency. Some of these, had
already received some valuable tips from
the learned lectures of the eminent
educationists and social workers who
helped us to conduct the ‘trainers > Class
which lasted for a fortnight in Bombay.

The Presidency was divided into three
provinces based on linguistic differences.
In Gujarat, two centres were opened.
One of these—Lavet-—had 27 students in
all-spread over six villages round about,
Some of these were in Baroda territories
and the rest were in Mandvi taluk. The
other centre was opened at Watwa (near
Ahmedbad) having ten students to work
with.

£ Three centres 'were opened in Maha-
rashtra—one in Thana district the other

© near Poona and the third one at Jalgaon.
‘More than 45 students in all, did their
job efficiently in these villages.

Bijapur, in Karnatak was the centre of
our activities in that province. Equip-
ped with a newly evolved method of
teaching alphabets, about ten workers
from Bijapur, along with our representa-
tive, went- to Nagathan. They started
social work and literacy classes with the
help of the local Congress Committee
a.nd spread the work of literacy in other

E——— gs. Permanent centres have
K : thls district.

of all this was that
students went to the

~ established, and the isolated villager cut

“of  the

2 th \ichan and the rural h.fe

off from the Test of the world, has lea.mt :
to look beyond his narrow groove.

Games were pla.yed and tout‘namems
orga.msed in the village and outside to
teach them the elementary lessons in-
discipline and sportsmanship; gramo-
phones were used to recreate them ;
lantern lectures were arranged to impart
them lessons in social welfare and the
like ; drill classes were conducted  in

};/ B0 from Surat,-10From Ahmadbad, 1O_»:orde,r to organise them, and small cir-

culating libraries established to carry
the work forward. At the end of the
month or forty days, when the students
left their respective centres, the villager
was equipped with weapons moral and
material. Some of the villages have
opened permanent centres oi learning
and in some of them regular volunteer
corps, drill and games classes still conti-
nue. The literacy work too continues
in most of the villages. Apart {from the
innumerable difficulties, moral and phy-

“sical—these facts spea,k volumes for the

work done. The conspiracy of starvation
scorching - ‘sun, dysentery or
diarrhoea could not deter us from our
task.

Of the various novel experiences, one
deserves special mention. That the wall-
news-paper becomes the unigue expres-
sion of the immense creative potentali-
ties of the meek and the modest ; it is,
at the same time, an excellent vechicle
of knowledge and propaganda-this is
the moral of the experiment mth it, in

the villages.

Still more, the students enriched them-
selves with a fund of a first hand
knowledge rarely to be found in books.
The social and economic survey of these
villages has unreservedly exposed the
ruthless exploitation of the poor villa-
gers ; it has narrated the woeful tale of
pa.t,hoa that no words however eloquent
nor writing, however powerful cou.ld
have narrated.

shed by R. Balan, at the Jeslf Press, 270, Triplicane High Road, Madras.
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