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'THE CHOICE BEFORE THE PEOPLE

“ With all the earnestness [ can command, | therefo're‘,'plend
with every Congress-man who believes in _his pledge to make his
choice : either to apply the purge I have suggested or if thatis
not feasible, because of the Congress being already over manned
by .those who haye lost faith in its creed and its constructive
programme, on which depends its real strength to secede from it

~ for its own sake and prove his living faith in the creed and
programme by practising the former and prosecuting the latter
as if he had never seceded from the Congress, of his ideal. If
one or the other is not done, I see grave danger of the Cong-ress

collapsing by the weight of its own weakness.”
Mahatma Gandhi in Hnrl]an, dated 3rd Sep. 1938.

- These are .tragic words, coming as
“2hey do from one whose pioneer work
undoubtedly resulted mearly twenty
wyears ago, in turning the face of the
Congress tothe masses, in making it a
mass organisation. - The article in which
these words oceur is entitled. -~ The
choice before Congressmen.” The choice
which Gandhiji places before Congress-
men is either way a split, a destruction
of the National Congress. A. gloomy
fubure is predicted for the Congress un-
less it accepts one of the two alter-
natives either a purge of the radicals or
a secession of the

mighty mobilisation of the masses must
be ligqunidated as a democratic mass

45 faced to-day.

Gandhites. The -
" National Congress which has achieved -
_ the growing unity of the Nation, which
' has been and is capable of effecting:

organisation in order that Gandhism—
the abstract principles of: ¢« Truth and
Non-violence”” may live! The quota-
tion given above is the clearest proof
that Gandhism has outlived its useful-
ness. It has become a positive fetter on
the further development of our struggle
for freedom.

The Crisis in the Congress—its Root

Ganrdhiji’s article is nevertheless sympto-
matic of the crisis with which the Congress
During the past 14
months of Congress ministries&_tge forces
of mass struggle and orgam‘:mhon %
grown. The Congress itself has not comé* 4
forward as the conscious organiser and
unifier of this growing struggie. It has
consistently refused to develop the
extra—paxlxa.mentary movement. to lup-

'34*
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hemtmedbythereddﬂlepoheeand‘
themxhtuy,an exp!amedbyﬂmdlny.'
is of cou an unavoidable am

4"51mdemubleh~eachofthepnnmp!eof

every s'bagve soughﬁto
ymise  with - the anti-Congress
lars and capitalists and bartered
: my the demands of the people as laid
- .down in the Congress Manifesto. This
has encouraged the offensive of the
-enemies of the people. These blows are
falling on the unprotected flank of the
‘Mazdur and kisan movement. There is

growing disunity and disintegration in

-the National Front. In one word itis
- the compromising tendency which is at
. “the root of the crisis in the Congress, of
-the disunity in the National Front.

Gandhism, in the period of Congress
. ministries is nothing if it is not COM-
PROMISE Par excellence. The strategy
of office acceptance was defined by
Gandhiji fourteen months back as “a
‘serious attempt on the one hand, to avoid
-a bloody resolution and on the other, to
;avoid mass civil disobedience on a scale
hitherto unattempted”, (HARIJAN
A7-7-1938). This announcement was at
‘that time greeted by the imperialist

press as “a step towards co-operation’.

Subsequent developments have not. very
much belied the imperialist expecta-
‘tions. The warrow path of the Gandhian
strategy of running the ministries consists
n avoiding struggle, in liguidating all
exira parliamentary wmass activity. As
much of the Congress election pro-
gramme_is put through, as is possible

f‘g@/the part of
Q/ should leam

on-violence. But Gandhiji has san-
ctxoned it. That is the other way of
enforeing the prmcxple of conciliagion
and compromise with the vested interest.

The Basic Question

‘Gandhiji in his article makes the
abstract question of violence and non-
violenee the basis of his proposed purge.
In mhty this is not the crucial guestion
at all. The choice which Congressmen
and the people have to make is between
compromise and struggle —between in-
dependence and submission to imperia-
lism. Xt is no use mystifying the issue
by switching the discussion into the
semi-religious-ethical plane. The pomt
is whether the ministries are fo serve as
battering rams driven by the pepular
struggle and steadily pounding at the
walls of previleges of the vested in-
terests'and of the imperialist bureaucracy;
or are they to be instruments of cem-
promise—tools of checking the forees of
mass-struggle. That is the plain politi-
cal question.

The Rift in the National Front

That has become the wmost urgent ques-
tion to-day. Never was the tendency
towards disunity and disintegration, as
marked as it is to-day. The breaeh in
the popular forces—between the workers”
and peasants’ organisations, the radical
Congress rank and file on the one hand
and the ministries and the higher Cong-
ress organs on the other, is growingin'
the measure, the efforts at conciliation
and compromise intensity. In the North-
West, Frontier provinces the ministry
and the provincial leadership is support._




-the overflordsbxp Tax ‘and  evicting

‘peasants from the ‘land. The Red
/Bhirts, and the’Congress rank and file
are supporting the kisans who bhave
‘launched a Satyagraha in defence of

“their lands. The result is that scores of

Red thrts are a.r:ested, kisans are being

_jailed and bans on meeting are being
enforced. There is a breach between
the Congress Ministry and the leader-

‘ship on the one hand and the Red Shirts

organisation which is the biggest®rank
and file organisation of the N. W. F.

-Congress ; just because the former re- .

fuses to live up to the Congress election

‘manifesto, refuses-to support the elemen-

-tary demands of the kisans—the fight
.against an illegal cess and a.ga.inst un-
Jawful eviction. :

In Behar, a further concession to the
‘Zamindars as embodied in the Second
_Zamindar-Congress agreement and the
new amendments to the senancy bill has
further increased the tension between
~the Congress and the kisan Sabhas. In
Behar, it is true that the kisans muster-
ed 20 lakhs strong in the anti-Zamindar-
Congress-agreement demonstrations. In
Behar the massive unity and organisa-
-tion of the kisan Sabha makes the
‘break between it and the Congress more
difficult. But the Zamindars emboldened
by the concessions is hitting out. The
atrocities of the zamindars and their
_amlas are on the rise. The Covernment
-is taking resort to repressive measures.
Bans are being imposed."% Therelwas an
-ugly show of police force at the demonst-
_ration. -

Even in U. P. where the ministry and
‘the Provincial Committee is far more
radical than.in any other province, a

Zamindar-Congress agreement is being

i
-

- -ing the Nawab of ann ‘who isluv_ymg

'Capltulatlon Leads to Dmmtesrat:on

and a. ni_eef:ing was '7 requisi oned to
discuss the question 2

-

In Bombay a.nd Madras, ma.ttem w
are still worse. In Bombay the most
reactionary Labour Bill and Tenancy Bill
are on the anvil. The former is even more
retrogradp than the reeommen&a.tions of
the Royal Commission on Labour and

' seeks to drastically restrict the mosy

elementary rights of Trade Union organi-
sation and strike. The latter gives doubt-
ful relief to a tiny minority of tenants
while enforcing strict measures of rent
realisation. Both in Madras and in
Bombay, civil liberties are most wantonly
trampled upon. Rajaji openly defends the
use of the hated criminal Law Amend-
ment Act instead of repealing it, while
Sjt. Munshi bans ordinary strike proces-
sions and refuses to classify Sholapur
prisoners as political prisoners. :
‘ This policy of compromise and con-
ciliation which is being followed by the
ministries is leading to the estrangement
between the workers and kisans organi-
sation and the Congress. It must lead to
the weakening of the former and there-
fore to the weakening of the National
Front—of the Congress itself. Disinte-

gration which is the direct outcome of -
‘this policy of surrender is ma.km.g itself

felt in the Congress organisations them-
selves. Provincial Congress Committees
have almost without exception become
hot-beds of factional squabbles and




elopment must lead %o

sive

© tion from the masses.

Imperialism Emboldened emlies

British imperialism of course wants
~and greets this disintegration ~ just
as much as it greets the tendency to-
wards compromise. It has emboldened
it to open offensive against the minist-
_ries. The withholding of the assent to
bills on the part of the Governors is.
becoming a common way of bringing
pressure on the ministries to drop or
or modify the bills which Congress
legislators have passed. Imperialist

offensive against the people inmcreases n

2he measure the compromising tendency
grows. The British press now openly
demands the use of Governor’s veto
powers to stop even the most moderate
measures of the Congress ministries.
Every concession however small coming
from a popular ministry begins new
grist to the mill of the growing forces of
 mass-struggle and organisation.
served to strengthen those radical forces
within the Congress which have Vtaken'
initiative in leading the exﬁra-i)arlia-
mentary struggles—in-building up Labour
and kisan orgaisations. It is  this

- development which imperialism wants

to strangle. Certain Congress ministries
. are making the job easy for imperialism
by themselves going over to répressive
aetiot} against the radical forces (arrests

i bureaucratisation of the higher
‘Congress Committees and their separa-

It has

It is imn this atmosphere that British
 imperialism is openly foisting its war
" plans on India. A Defence Secretariat
- has been established. Military expendi-

ture is increased by 10% in spite of the

~ adverse vote of the Central Assembly

he money is to be spent
for the mechanisation of - the Indian
‘Army. The scheme of reorganisation is
so devised that the Indian Army of
occupation will be more British manned
thap ever. But the most attrocious of
a1l these measures is the War Bill which
has been rushed through the Assembly
recently, in the teeth of Congress opposi-
tion. Though it is mainly aimed at the
Panjab Kisan mqéém’enh, it will, when
it comes into operation, render all anti-
war propaga-nda based on the anti-war
resolution of Haripura, illegal :

New Role of the Muslim League

The War-Bill which penalises every
type of anti-recruiting propaganda is a
wanton restriction of freedom of speech.
It ought to have obtained the united
opposition of all parties in the Central
Legislature. But the most surprising
part of it was that the newly formed
Muslim League party headed by Mr. s
Jinnah supported the official block and
thus helped to get the bill through.
This action of the Muslim League, when
viewed in relation to the trend of the
resolutions of the Council of the All-
India Muslim Leagwe (on August 1.)and ;
to the developments in' Bengal and the
Punjab, throws light on the new role of

& N
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and'Bengal it is making a drive fora
- mass basis rby launching a
communalist propaganda. Communal
demogogy coupled ' with gangsterism has
been the key-note of the demonstrations
organised by the League in Bengal in
support of the Huq ministry, and the
<< Golden Bills *’ campaign in the Punjab.’

In the Punjab, the Leaguers are making

attempts to break up meetings and
demonstrations
War-Bill. - Once again Hindu-Muslim
riots are being mstlgated m U. P. and
Behar.

lmperialist Strategy

The meaning of this development is
that British imperialism is attempting
to wuse reactionary  leadership of the
League to bolster up the non-Congress

+  Ministries, to create - difficulties in the

way of Congress ministries by whipping
up communal passions, to . create a
‘reactionary Muslim Party with a mass
basis with the help of communal
demogogy and methods of fascist
gangsterism. The aim is ‘to cremte anti-
national forces which will be prepared
to run the federation, to carry
through the war policy of British impe-
rialism in India and keep India in
subjugation by creating an ulster within
it.  'Will this game succeed ? Will the
broad Muslim masses fall a prey to ‘the
deceptive demogogy of “Islam . in

1t Asaembly “In the Punjab " 

‘rabid
: the

organised against the

compromismg an
s.tt:ttude of the Congress and ,ts mlnist-v

ries towards imperialism. In the measure

the Oongresa adopts a fighting pro-

gramme in ACTION both in the sphere
of ministries and in the struggle against
the federation, it will be able to counter-

act the zarrow, sectarian appeal of the
. Muslim

leaguers. Its. mass-contact
drive as well as its appeal for a united
front agreement on the basis of joinb
struggle against Federation will be
successful in thé degree it takes a clear
cut stand for the kisan and against the
Zamindar and moneylender—for ecivil

liberties and against imperialist repres-

sion. The pseudo-radical mask can be
torn from the faces of the non-Congress
Ministries supported by the Muslim
league only when the Congress Ministries
themselves take an uncompromising
stand on the Congress programme—only

when the extra-parliamentary struggle

is consciously developed to fulfil it.
Similarly, only when the Congress

‘launches a bold mass-agitation against

the federation and for constituent
assembly, only when it firmly sets its
face against all practices which may be

condemned as having a secterian Hmmdu |

bias, will it be possible for it make its

appeal for unity effective amoong broad .

Muslim masses.




B ’brrea.kmg forth in the States under the

bea.hen popula.r movementa are

‘direet influence of the national struggle
in the British provinces. People are

awakening to their rights and have

begun to hammer at'the bonds of
obsolete despotism. In Travancore, the
people, under the banner of their State
Congress, are heroically fighting the
frightful reign of terror instituted by
Sir, C. P. aleader of the Travancore
National Congress has appealed to the
State Coﬁgress to suspend the Civil
Disobedience struggle on the plea that
violence is being committeed by the
people. But the people who are at
grips with the murderous violence of
absolutism will not stop antil they have
won their rights.

The most striking feature of the
struggles which are going on in these
three states, is the marvellous unity of

popular forces -which is being forged in i

struggle. Organisations which were
Communal in character and scope have
outgrown their narrow limits and have
become real popular organisations
embraeing all sections of the people.
In Kashmir it was a question ‘of Hindu-
Muslim unity while in Travancore it was
one of unifying the various Hindu
castes. Under the fire of popular
struggle communal barriers are falling.
Various sections of the people are enter:
ing the struggle. In Travancore Thous-
ands of students are playing a heroic
rele. In Rajkot the united front of all

~political organisatiens is in action.

. whole.

an'lnterventlon Polu:y Bm
e e Peoplel Umty :

howevar heroxc. is not enough. Brnba,l
~ repression has been let loose against it..
_ Firings, lathi charges, mass arrests have
become daily occurrences in those:
states. The sttuggle of the people of
Travancore, Rajkot and Kashmir needs-
the popular ‘support from the British

provinces, from the Indian Na,tipna.l
Congress, But the Haripura Resolution
intervenes. The atrocities of the regime

'of Sir C. P. must be condemned from a
“thousand platforms throughout India..

But the spirit of compromise with the-
princes—on which the Haripura resolu-
tion is based—prevents unity between
the people of British India and the
States. Once again we see how com-
promise leads to disunity.

Congress at t_he ‘Cross-Roads'

The situation, on the eve of the
Dehli session of the A.L C.C. is
grave indeed. Forces of disunity and
disintegration are at work in the
Congress in the National Front as a.
The root cause of this disease
is the growing domination of the con-
ciliatory tendency. Congress is at the
cross-roads. The great choice before
the people is whether they will con- -
tinue along the path of compromise
or make a sharp turn towards uncom-
promising struggle against imperia-
lism, the states princes and the anti--
national vested interest in land and-:
capital. We have to choose between
disunity and defeat on the one hand
and 'the unity of popular forces in
uncompromising struggle against the:
enemies of the people on the other.

(Continued on Page 155)



ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPM!ENTS. AND TASKS

Gswnpore has witn d two
ful general strikes in the course of a
wear. It has begun to be looked upon
as & model, as an effective Trade Union
centre, as a front-lime trench of the
United Front movement. Cawnpore
mot only set an example, it repeated its
own victory. The political lessons of
Ca.wnpore have become a pa.ljt of our
Fdeological consciousness; but unless its
organisational lessons are equally well

assimilated, they will not become a part -

of our daily practice, we would not
%know. how to transform our own town
#nto another Cawnpore, a’ citadel of the
impregnable unity of the peop!e vanqui-
shing ‘all foes, -in which tye working
class leaders doggedly stick to trade

union unity and on its basis build the -

imty of the people, as a whole by forging
iink by link a. united front between the
Iocal Congress and Frade Union organisa-
tions, a unity which involves no sacri-
3 fice of principles by either side but
~ actually advances the common aims of
every son of India—pgreater democratic
rights, better living conditions, growing
Sghting strength.

The story of this gallant struggle

eovers three distinct chapters; the first

- general strike (August 1937), the period

. between the first and the recent general

strike, and the period covefing and

following the second ‘general strike (May-
2

§ By P. C.. jopfli ‘ : “ K

“organisation and

- pore. comrades

July 1938). It is:impossible for me .
within the space at my disposal, to des-

cribe the. chronological normal develop: :
ment of the organisational base. ANT
can do is to '*’sirbitrarily catalogue the:

order, organisational forms and the new
forms of org'anisa.tionl thrown up by the
workers or consciously- forged as a result
of experience and indicate how they
grew from stage to stage, what ﬂpurpose
they served or failed to serve and above:
all what is the present position and
what problems await solution. It is only
in fables that the oppressed are given
concessions; in hisfory they have to win
victories. Again no gains as long as the:
system of oppression and exploitation
remains, are permanent, they call for
eternal vigilance. It is only through
struggle . that the
oppressed win victories and advance
their gains—A clear understanding of
the organisational problems raised; solved
or left unsolved. Cawnpore would tell us.
how to win out victories and the Cawn-
how ' to keep their
victory. :

" Communists and others at
: . Cawnpore

From 1934 onwards the Commumsts
-‘have been working inside the Mazdoor
In those early days of severe
expeience led to a mutual
The Communists

Sabha.
repression,
division of functions.




’”ha.vmg their most ex-
es gomg in and out of

fﬁ'ﬂﬁhamath Shastri and Raja Ram
‘Shastri was the ma.;onty group, holding
]eadmg _positions in the Sabha, doing the
: oﬁce work, presiding over meetings and
_A ‘carrying on negotiations with the owners
~when strikes broke out. Despite diffe-
rences and conflicts, the unity of the

Union was preserved all through and an

.equilibrium  established, which * was
violently upset by the first genera.l
strike.

The aceumulated effects of the quiet
and self-sacrificing day-to-day work of
the Communists suddenly became visible
+t0 all during the general strike, the:
‘Communists shown fo be the
leaders of the working class of Cawnpore,
enjoying the confidence of an overwhel-
ming majority and possessing effective
Tank and file cadres who had themselves
arisen from within the working class

were

though they continued to jbe a minority

inside the Union Executive, which had
been elected before the strike.

The general strike not only marked a
change in the relative position of the
two groups, it changed the very nature
of the tasks as well Ten thousand
avorkers joined the Mazdoor Sabha creat-
ing the problem of organising a real
smass union, at least one hundred rank
and file militant workers came up during
the strike posing the problem of educat-
ing cadres. These tasks had to be fulfilled
within the framework of the policy of
unpf,y with the Congress and umty with-
mlabonr ranks, the very pohcy which

~ The other group led by Comrades :

. very town

T Aeomrade Jaya.pra.ksh to visit Cawnpore,
- see the mtpatwn kmh’imself ‘and help to

form a Congress Socialist Party {C. 5. Py
branch, proletarian in composition, work- .

_ing up the wa.n{:l Congress Committees as
. units of the United National Frontom
~ the one ‘hand and ‘building a mass Trade

Union on the other. Success did not ge
mto the heads of the Communists, it
made them realise their responsibilities
still more acutely. Comrades Shastries

" happened to be the usual type of mnom-

working class Trade Union functionaries
who import even in the Trade Uniom
movement the . traditional organisa-
tional methods of . the Congress—
working from the. top, living at the top,
to whom “rank and file leadership ” is &
fine phrase of the Communists to advanee
their own factional claims, to whom
<« injtiative from below ”’ is a devise to
expose them, to whom ' *
democracy *> is just the method of the
Communists to have it their own way——

. the shastries had been in the Trade

Unign movement before the birth of
the C.S.P. Before the Nagpur split,
they were mearest Joshi-Giri gronp
than the militants, after - the Calcutta
split they opposed the Red T.U. C.,
and inside. the A. I. T. U. C. they -
supported Alwe—XKandalkar and con-
demned the Reds for the defeat of
the 1934 general strike. After the forma-
tion of the C.S. Pt they joined it but
failed to organise its branch in the
where they lived and
workéd and in practice themselves be-
came the C. S. P. TheCommunists knew
it all'and yet boldly made the proposal
to form  a functioning C.S. P. braneh,

Trade Uniom -



" and enchain its older leaders. They
even agreed that the lea.dmg Communists
* would not join the C,S P. The proposal
was condemned as self-annihilation
" By some sectarians, among the Commu-
mists, but it was in reality self-realisation.
- Mawving application of Marxism taught
* -3he Communists that this was the only
way to apply the policy of United
Front. Communist influence had grown
on the basis of unity of the movement
. ®elow, and the interests of the movement
demanded greater unity at the top to
earry through new forms of organisation
smifying and solidifying the movement
- snore and more. The Mazdoor Sabha
Executive had been elected before the
- 3eneral Strike, before the new 10 thous-
and had joined it, before the Communists

mot want ; C.S.P. to rule the roost

had become the undisputed leaders of .

the Cawnpore workers, in which the
group of Shastries—was a majority and
which therefore became the tail of the
" snovement. and at times, actually acted
a8 a drag rather than assume the leader-
ship of the movement. In the interésts
. of T. U. unity the Communists put up
with it all, but it degenerated into a
pact of non-aggression and having to
fuillfil the tasks of the T. U. without the

help of T. U. itself and sometimes not -

even in its pmame. They could have
rressed for the general meeting of the
Umon tohold new elections but that
_ would have meant a certain split, while
eritical struggles were looming ahead,
and this was just what the owners most
eagerly desired. ' The problem was not
to eject the older leaders but imfluence
them, make them move with the move-
ment as a whole. It was for these
S/

‘side the C. ;S P nndnt« tlns st,ug_e

movement it could not only
transmission belt of the. experience an
demands of the mass of workers for the
older leaders but also train onad.:es
the movement which was growmg from.
day to day and whose natural growth
was being hindered because the leaders.
were lagging behind the movement, were

unable to understand its needs and slmpe

its course. - The proposal to form a-
C. S. P. was thus in the true interests of
the movement,

. The proposal was mistrusted, and not -
accepted. This multiplied difficulties,.
division  was perpetuated and unity
foiled. A whole year has -passed by,
there are Congress Socialist leaders at:
Cawnpore but no C. S. P. Once or twice:
feeble attempts have been made to get:
together meetings to form a C.S.P.
after rigidly excluding all known Com-
munists. Before the meeting was half
way through; it became clear that a.
majority' of comrades present are dis-
tinctly pro-Communist, and the attemp
to form a C. S. P. is given up ! No C.S.P.
can be formed in Cawnpore containing
more than 10 active workers if Commu--
nists and their sumpathisers are to be
kept out of it. - This simple fact seems
to contain no Iessons for our C. 8. P.

.Comrades !

The problems, both Trade Union and
political, which demanded United efforts
had thus to be tackled single-harded by
the Communists and even the preserva-
tion of this formal unity became their
endeavour alone. This accounts for
serious - shortcomings in organisational
work. A united mass Socialist 'pa,rty




hrough b)tber expenence 2

i " Mazdoor Sabha.

~ Before the first general strike it had a
:stable membership of about 3 thousand.
The success of the strike brought 10
-thousand new members into the Sabha in
‘September 1937, and there the progress
stopped, It is very i:ﬁport.anb to under-
stand the reasons for this.

This seemingly sudden expansion of
the base of the movement had taken.
place under Communist influence and
‘became the dismay of the older T. U
Jeadership and was considered almost as
:a personal loss by them. They almost
acted in a way that the interests of the
union were posed against the daily in-
terests of the workers. Immediately
after the settlement, the owners began a
campaign of provocation and victimisa-
tion and individual strikes broke out but’
“they took no active part im them. This
called the enthusiasm of the mass of
workers for the Union as such. The
owners then tried the game of simultane-
souly splitting the workers communally
and provoking them to premature con-
flict by getting the slogan of immediate

declaration of general strike to flght the

owners’ (1) victimisation put across
through the Muslim League -which also
‘began a campaign that the Mazdoor
BSabha was a Hindu body and a tool of
the Congress Ministry.” The old leader-
ship of the union did not even lift their
little finger to fight this menace. In
: fact, they hardly made a secret of their

view tl;stthe Commmtahadsownthe ;
whn-lwmd ~and must now reap the
harvest Gommumsts a large nu.mbel :

~of whom were Muslim proletarians

fought out this danger successfully and

_ the Congress leaders freely admitted that

it was they who saved Cawnpore from a
grave communal riot. Over and above
this was. the work of the Inquiry Com-
mittee—preparation of material, leading
evidence, cross-examining the owners.
Failure to enlarge the Union member—
ship, despite the above difficulties, con—

" stituted one of the serious failings of the

period between the. first and second
general strike in the work of the Com-—
munists. It is true that every comrade
had more day to day work than he
could cope with. It is also true that
they continued “ to popularize the
Mazdoor Sabha on a mass scale through
the endless meetings they held. But
they failed to link up their general

.agitational work, their st#ruggle against

the Muslim League. Their conduct of
the individual strikes, their collection of
material for the Inquiry Committee with
concrete popularisation of the Union, ie.,
day to day enrolment into it. It is how-
ever true that their work saved the name
of the Mazdoor Sabha and created =&
solid foundation for a real mass Uniom
which would function as such hereafter.

- After the. first general strike the
enthusaism of the workers was great
and the influence of the Mazdoor Sabha
had extended but it was not a deep
influence. It was the first general strike
that the Cawnpore workers had known
after the post-war days and it too had

. lasted only about a week. The general

level of class-consciousness remained

very low and the ideological equipment

and experience of even the militant
=, g X "




-workers was not enough to face squarely

-a very complicated dﬁnabiop- As months

“rolled by a planned victimisation of the
militants began and the Inquiry Com-
mittee proceedings went on and this

= terronsed the backward workers and

gave disruptive elements like f.he Mus-
lim League a chance to spread their
poxsonous propaganda.

Immedmtely after the Report of the
Ra.]endra Prasad Committee came out
~conceding the demands of the workers,
-an intense agitation was launched in its
“favaqur, mass enthusaism went up with a
bound and burst out in: the second
general strike.

* This second general strike léstéd 50

~days. It not only restored the infiuence
:of the Mazdoor Sabha but further ex-
~tended it. The duration of the strike,
‘the day to day experience of struggle,
-endless stream of ideological-political
~propaganda carried on by the Commu-

“nists has deepened : the consciousness of

~the mass of the workers. Loyalty to

-the Majdoor Sabha dominates his mind

.and he has become a dlsc1p1med soldier

-of his class and no more a camp-follower
-of ¢ leaders” whom he regarded as being

above him. Not mere mass enthusiasm
but wide-spread Trade Union conscious-
ness provails. When I was at Cawnpur

-soon after the. strike all gi‘oups expected

25 thousand workers to pay up Majdoor
Sabha subscription on the second pay-

~day after the mills had opened.

Mill Committees -
Before the first strike -they existed

-only in a few mills, organised by the
*Communists.

They were a semi-secret
group of individual militant workers,
‘contacts picked up by the Communists

~through their day to day work. They
eollected and discussed the grievances of

: On other evemngs th.e mef ﬁoge

~ of the proiesslonal revolntmxmnes or

a study. circle. The more active a.mong
~ them got viciimised and joined the ranks

pressed hard by continued unemploy—
ment and worries of the family they

- drafted back to their village-homes. The -

slogan of the mill Committee however
had been very extensively popularised.
Immedialtely after the first general
strike, the workers spontaneously formed
mill committees without any actual
direction from above, even by the Com- ;
munists. They were the real organisa.-

tional acquisition of the first strike and

were a nightmare to the owners.

The older Trade Union leaders were
not fond of rank amnd file organisations.
When the owners’ victimisation ete.,
began and individual mills came out on
strike under the leadership of their mill
committees, they not only did not
actively help to run these strikes but -
frowned upon the mill committees. This
led to a feeling of rivalry, if not hosti-
lity, between the mill committees and
the Trade Union. The nemesis was
reached when instead of.welcoming the
mill committees and recognising them as
the basic units of the Majdoor Sabha
they proposed rules for the mill Commi-
ttees which further widened the breach
between them.

The communists had on the one hand
to fight for the right of the mill commi-
ttees with the older leadership and cn
the other to'struggle against what in the
beginning was anarchic exuberance born
of an easy victory, based on an over-esti-
mation of their own strength. The
militants. who' constituted these mill




these militants %o the

ucation: The attitude of the
leadership would have thrown
~wolves, real
o pomeem of a movement which was for
‘A"the first time becommg a real mass
movement,

The owners k-new this. fondamental
weakness when they launched their

policy of provocation by victimising

group by group, mill after mill, the
. leaders of the mill committees. Muslim

ILeague propaganda was another part of
- their policy.

The commumsts achieved a feat when
they won and kept the confidence of the
mill committees and through them of the
mass of workers and made them accept
the policy, that another general strike,
so soon after the first one, 6n1y on the
issue of victimisation, would not be
-enthusiastically supported by the entire
- mass of workers at .the present stage of
their consciousness, nor by ‘- the non-
proletarian elements before the findings
of the Inquiry Committee were out; that

~it would be playing straight into the
owners’ hands and courting disaster,
that this was the period of intense
organisation and preparation. They did
not talk this down to the mill committee
members but helped them to come to

these conclusions not only by persistent

propaganda among them but primarily
through their devoted labour of helping
the mill comittees to organise themselves
and their work, by being one with them
in every way. They also became the
living links between the Mazdoor Sabha

" _ became a hvlng proof for the mill eom—’l,;

‘under secumty sections,

mittee members that the Ma,zdoor Sabha

i wasnob 1dentmal with its older leader-
ty born of expenenoe, and a sense
which comes from socia- "

ship which sat apart from them, ‘uncon--
cerned with their . dally monntmg
troubles. Even the communlgts “could
not completely stem the tide. Except
in four or five mills, the mill committees -
as funetioning bodies ultimately collaps-
ed whben most of their members | got.
v1etxmxsed and many of them imprisoned
the: remain--
ing members kept -contact with
the communists and kept the torch
bourning inside the mills. The Commu-

" nists' sacrificed everythmg else (except °

preparations for the Enquiry) to keep
the remaining mill committees going and
maintain the above contacts. Recom--
pense soon came. :

When the second stnke broke ‘out-
‘mill committees again sprang up and
functioned virtually as local strike
committees and became responsible for -
the day to day conduct of the strike and
its ultimate victory.

Today functioning mill committees -
exist in all the mills. Their personnel
has been strengthened by the inclusion
of new members. They are not yet
elected bodies.  As before they are.
bodies of militants who cé.me forward
during the struggle and who are accepted
as the accredited ‘leaders of their depart--
ments by the rest of the workers. For-
merly all who caréd, could attend its-
meetings and participate in it. Today
these meetings are far more formal and
business-like and not mere consultations.
Proper minutes are kept, resolutions are
taken down, they have offices of their -
own, collect a subscription of one anna
per worker for their own work (besides




: old Iry towards the Mazdoor

has dxssappea,red and n.nbounded loya.lt-y =
They have bacome more‘

to it preva.ﬂs
3 ma.ture as trade unlonlsts

Mohallu and Hata Commttees ;

Hata, is an enelosu.re containing any-
where from 20 to 200 Workmg class tene- -

~ments. A hata is very often the ' pro-
perty of one landlord. A large number
of hatas constitute one mohalla. -
After the last general stnke, section
144 was almost perpetually in operation.

- When gate-meetings .were not possible *

- the comrades had to turn thelr attention
“to the resxdenca of the workers. Again
- the enthusw.sm of the textile workers

-had been caught by other sections of .

“workers and different strata of the town
poor, They naturally looked to the
advanced textile workers and the com-
“rades working in the locality for
guidance. This led to the birth of
Mohalla Commiittees.

Before the second general strike there
~were only ‘a few Mohalla eommittees
which existed specially in those areas
“which were far away from the Mill Com-
‘mittee officés.

_ During the second .general strike open
-mass meetings were permitted only in a
few maidans. The problem was how to
keep up the enthusiasm of the backwaxd
workers and not depend only on those
~who came to the general mass meetings.

- Our comrades and active workers were

asked to form Mohalla, committees to in--

- tensify agitation in the hatas and

-Organise the militant workers residing
therein for two purposes (1) to resist
-attempts to enrol. blacklegs (2) to bring-

the mass of workers to mass meetings

80 general Trade Umon work. 'fhe-

L reuts

Qur commdes held in

noon 20-25 hata. meetmgs per day a
these became  the ma,msta.y of t
strength of the strike. :

 Representatives of -I-;[a.ta; Commzttees’ :

. Joined together to constitute the Mohalla

committees. Old Mohalla committees
which were ad hoc bodies now got stréng-

thened. Thoy have continued to fune-

tion even after the second strike and the

first problem they took up after the

strike was an intense agitation: for getting

complete remission of the rent of the -
strike period. Many of the house-

owners have given complete and some

partial remission. Some Mohalla com-
mittees have volunteers attached to

them. :

Théy gather grievances on a residen-
tial basis e. g., about latrines, water-
taps, lighting ete. It is proposed fto
develop, through them, agitation for the
redress of municipal grievances and enrol
members into the Mazdoor Sabha.

‘ Centres ”’

There are no Mazdoor Sabha branc_h‘es.
Immediately after the first strike the 3

- communists proposed the for‘n.:la.tion of

union branches but it was turned down
by the older leadership obviously for
fear that they will be manned . +by the
communists for the communists alone
had cadres while they had none. This

costituted a calamity because it meant .
_not establishing any organisational link
between the Mazdoor Sabha head-office




Yo Mazdoor ab)

tre ”’ is not a very formal
It méa.ns a cheap hired room
e at least one commde stays all the
hours.. Thereas one comrade-centre-
' jn-charge, at least one intellectual is
~ attached to it, and all the worker
~ comrades resxd.\ng in that area. They
. are mspons1ble for the work of the Mill
. comumittees in their area, hold ‘study-cir-
_cles which are irregular, and carry
through not only the gate ‘but also the
hata campaigns. They are the
ments for getting all decisions 1mp1ement-
ed by the mass of workers. They have
become the resort of all conscious
~workers and volunteers who came there
- with reports and seek guidance.

instru-

During the second ‘general strike they
Jinked up the work of the mill com-

mittees with the mohalla committees .

and both these ' with the' central strike
_committee. Activists’ group meetings
were held here, food tickets distributed
and volunteers given their orders. It
was the gruelling work doné at the
centres, capacity for leadership displayed
from time to time, that endeared the
Communists to the mass of workers,
sanctified the name of communism to an
extent that everyladvanced worker con-
~ giders it a matter of pride to be called a
communist and addressed as ‘“‘comrade.”

These centres have thus become
de facto Mazdoor Sabha branches, and
the mill committeesiof the area have
al56 removed their offices tojthem or to an

- adjoining Toom, thus rendering the task
of coordination and guidance easier and
more manageable. ;

E mltt.ee.

The ‘Preszdent and General'
Secretary of the Mazdoor Sabsha were
its ex-officio President- and Gengr&l

Secretary. It appointed a sub-committee

_ for negotiations of 9 persons, comrades

Harha.math Shastri and Raja Ram
Shastri (C. S.’ Pers), R.D. Bharadwaj
and S. S. Yusuf. (commumsts)——a.ll of
them leaders of the Mazdoor Sabha—
and Pandit Balkrishna Sharma, Presuient
of local Congress and four rank and file
workers. Comrade - Arjun Arora was.
appointed the G. O. C. of the Red
Volunteers.

" The Central Strike Commlttee was the-/

- supreme organ for deciding the policy

and responsible for the conduct and
_ leadership of the strike. Tt used to meeb
every afternoon. Problems were. brou-
ght for decision by the members from-
different places and the Committee gave
its decisions on the spot. The Committee
gave general instructions to the Negoti-
ation Sub-Committee and the settlement.

was unanimously endorsed by it. On the-

whole, the Committee worked smoothly
and became the instrument of giving -
the struggle a united leadership. Thro--
ugh their work inside this Committee*
the Communists again won spurs; They
came to be regarded by the proletarian
members of the Committee, who were-
the cream of the Cawnpur workers, not
only as fearless ﬁghters, but as responm-
ble leaders who are ever prepared to
learn from the rank and file and who-
further no other ‘interests except those -

of the movement.

The Committee ceased to exist after
the general strike; but

the advanced














































THE NEW AGE
A Programme of Retreat

It is vitally important, in order that

we should be able realise how it was

that Bukharin, a leading and in many

respects brilliant, Marxist could sponsor

such a programme, to understand that

this programme was the only possible
alternative to the daring, arduous, and
/58 Bukharin and Trotsky wrongly
thought it, hopeless, attempt to build a
genuine Socialist Community’ by means
of the ¢ Great Offensive.”” It was in
this precise sense that it is true to say,
as the indictment charges, that Bukharin
and his colleagues intended to restore
Capitalism in the Soviet Union. They
did so, not because they had suddenly

~had come to despair ; :
cluded that it was impossible to build

come to think - tha& Gapxta.hsm was a |
better social system, but because tkey‘_"~
becam they had-con-

Socialism. They thought, and goodness
knows only men of heroic resolution
could have avoided the thought that in
the contemporary condition of Russia,
and above all in the contemporary
World situation, it was impossible te
establish Socialism. Therefore they con-
cluded it was necessary to retreat, at
any rate a long way towards Capitalism ;
for everyone, including Stalin himself,
was perfectly agreed that you could not
stand still in the position reached
in 1928-29.

(To be Continued)
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5 € viet Umon aﬁd ibeoommg a
mamber of the Cc. P. S.-0.
beganto organise his Trotskynst groups.

There he

and to carry on fnctxona,l and disruptive

 work among the Yngoslavia,n emigrants.
- He was expelled from the C. P. 8. U. in

1929 and later arrested owing to his
counter-revolutionary activities and con-
nection with the illegal Trotskyist
apparatus. He obtained a passport in
1036 from the Italian Consulate in Mos-
cow and went abroad. Since then with
the Ttalian passport in his pocket he has
visited all countries in Europe freely,
and as a representative of the O.V.R.A.
(Italian political Secret Service) and the
Gestapo, has carried on everywhere like
any ordinaa;y fascist agent, the basest
anti-Soviet and anti-Comintern propa-
ganda. Ciliga belongs to the leadership
of the so-called Paris Trotskyist Centre.
He himself asserts in his circles that he
enjoys the special confidence of Trotsky.
In the Paris Centre, he directed the
propaganda in the Balkan States and
regards himself as the leader of the
Fugoslavin Trotskyists...... At the end of
summer 1937, Ciliga travelled to Yugos-

lavia on a ‘special mission’ with Trotsky’s

son, Sedov......It is a well-known fact
that Ciliga agreed in Belgrade to the
collaboration of the Trotskyist groups
with the so-called ‘Anti-Comintern Com-
mittee’ which has its headquarters in
Berlin and whose chief representative in
“Yugoslavia is again Neuhasen. In
“Neuhasen’s rooms, in the so-called ‘Ger-
‘man Tourist Bureau ’ which, in reality,
js the Centre of the joint Nazi disruptive

others whom Hnsa.:ﬁ cites. thor Sugq,
in his writings, h{:eraily ‘onb‘.ﬁotd;yu'
Trotsky himself in his mad and frenzied
ravings against everything eomnected
with the Soviet Union, against the
C. P. 8. U. and against Stalin. Anybody
who knows a bit about his writings will
have no difficulty at all in assessing his
value as an ¢ impartial > witness on the
Soviet Union. As to Monsieur Gide,
here is his opinion about the Sovie&
Union : “ The regime overwhelmed as it
was at first by the lowest dregs and

" their brutality allowed art, culture and

sensibility to be trampled on. It is the
modern form of the barbarian invasions.™
And elsewhere M. Gide quotes with
approval these words of somebody else:
“ He (Trotsky—K. R. D.) is far more-an
enemy of fascism than is Stalin himself
and it is as a revolutionary and anti-
fascist that he denounces Stalin’s eom-
promises.”” Even Professor Laski. whose
well-worn doctrines of ‘classical Libera-
lism’ are quoted by the ‘Marxist’ Masani
against the Soviet State, some time back
in a curt. review of M. Gide’s latest book’
on the Soviet Union (in the “Manchester
Guardian’, I think), completely rejeeted
M. Gide’s claim to ‘objectivity ’ on the
subject. And after citing such people,
Masani protests with an innocent air that
he is a sincere friend of the Soviet
Union and of its tremendous cultura®
and economic achievements ! Some time
back, the American-revolutionary writer
Mike Gold wrote in the American “Daily
Worker ’: “About a year ago, the Hearst
press presented the dirty fairy-stories
typical enough of a so-called “Socialist



i _1if'

. grammmer.” The

-ho had returned from the Soviet

Waion Inﬂaeﬂy “disillusioned” with it all
and gkd to be back safe in the kindly
arms of Hearst and Morgan. I forgot
this particular one’s name; does it
matter, call him Fred Beal or Isase Don
Levine or Bugene Lyons or what you
will, even rat; the breed is all alike
except for differences in refinement and
American and the
‘Buropean workers know these people
wery well ; and it is high time our Indian
Bocialists recognise them too. Let us
#iave the full truth about these people.
If Masani is afraid of the truth, we are
not.
. A Crucial Test

People who have been expelled from
ghe Communist Parties and people who
stand openly at the head of the Trots-
kyist International are brought in by the
side-door—veritable  “Cagoulards —to
gestify for “truth” about the Soviet Union
and the C. P. S. U. Why doesn’t Masani
in his search for truth accord at least

the same degree of attention to the testi-
- mony of the Webbs, of Leon Feuchtwanger,

of D. N. Pritf, of Dudley Collard anda
Bost of other honest Socialisis and demo-
erals who have by no means taken an un-
eritical attitude towards the Soviet Union ?
Indeed none of them is a Communist ; they
all make plendy of criticisms, some recog-
nised as justified and the others arising
aaturally out of their lack of wunderstand-
éng of Revolutionary Marxism. But this
is the crucial test: all these people by
sheir actual record of work in the demo-
eratic and the working-class movements
Bave proved their bona-fides and their

sincerity. -

Not only Trotskyists are brought
jn to give ° object evidence’, but the

< Marxist > Masani likewise presses into

- national too. Presumably any sti is

. the War.

service the Ieadars of the Seeomi- 1In

good enough for Masani to beat the
Soviet Union with. People who are
opposedtootha.ndna.il toallthapme:« ;
ples of Marxism and of Revoluﬁmmry

Socialism ; people who, in the name of

class-collaboration. have again and again
betrayed the interests of the working
class ; people who, even without waiting
for the completed record of the actual
evidence presented at the trials tele-
graphed their ¢ protest’ to Moscow
during the course of the trials; people
who are using this pretext in aid of
their reactionary attempts to hold back
working class unity and trade union
unity, and even unity in action to save
Spain and China ; these are the people
whom Masani presents to us melodra-
matically as ‘shocked martyrs’ whom
the Soviet Union places in a ‘cruel
dilema. They had taken their stand
long before the Soviet trials. Look at
their record of activity in the working-
class movement both before and after
“By their fruits ye shall
know them.”

“ G. P. U. Torture ”’—a myth.

Masani makes certain allegations of
‘G. P. U. torture’ and quotes the usual
crowd, Dr. Ciliga, Victor Serge & Co. on
this point. Such charges are fully
refuted by the Webbs in their monu-
mental work = Soviet Communism .
They examine there a variety of sources
including the usual °sensational’ liter-
ature on the subject, go carefully into
the question of the objectivity of sources
and come to the emphatic conclusion
that all such allegations about G.P. U.
“torture’ are absolute fabrications.

-A book has recently been published in

England (‘G. P. U. JUSTICE’, by




- Maurice Ede!mm-Allen & Unwin) where
- a German ‘engineer, a non-Communist,

‘Peter Kleist, who was arrested in the
Soviet Union - and detained by the

G.P.U. for some months gives a detailed
descnptxon of his experiences under
G. P. U. procedure. This book gives
the final quietus to all this talk of G.P.U.
¢ torture’. Even without all this,
nobody who has read the verbatim
Reports of the trials and observed the
stubborn resistance which the traitors
~ still offered in Court to the cross-exami-
nation in a series’ of public trials
attended by a host of international
diplomats and bourgeois journalists all
agog for some bit of ‘sensation’ can

bzlieve seriously such allegations of

“torture’. Add to this the personal
testimonies of D. N. Pritt, of Leon
Feuchtwanger, of Harold Denny of the
< New York Times” and other unpre-
judiced observers.

Masani pompously declares that
history will judge the Soviet Trials. We
agree, History will judge these trials
as history has already  judged the like
aspects born of severe class struggle
associated with the English Revolutions
of the 17th and 18th Centuries, with
the French Revolution, the Irish anti-
Imperialist Revolution and the other
revolutions of past history. All these
Revolutions involved a bitter, violent
and long-drawn-out struggle between
the forces of revolution and those of
counter-revolution lasting through years.
“The reader should compare the historical
Facts of these past Revolutions with the
history of t8e - Bussian Revolution ‘and
of the Soviet State. He should remem-
ber that in the case of the Soviet Union,
a technically backward peaSant country
of severa.l natxonahtles, ~Proletarian

Moe oy = o5k
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Revolution followed hard on the heels
oftheBom-geqn Revoluhon, Heshouiﬁ

bourgeois revohtnon. As Lenin - pomted
out long ago, a bourgeois revolution is
usually ecompleted with the seizure of

power, whereas for the proletarian
revolution the seizure of power is only:
its beginning, while power is used asa
lever for breaking up the entire old
state machine and for the fransforma-

_ tion of the old economy and for the

organisation of the new one. And he
should finally remember- the world
environment of Fascism and Imperia-
lism. Yes; history will judge the Soviet
Revelution; only, we would request
Comrade Masani to read a little more of
history before preclpxtously invoking
its aid.

Who Suppresses the trath ?

Masani has another line of attack.
He declares that after Lenin’s deatk
Stalin has killed all Party democracy.
The first thing to note in this connection
is that this is precisely the same charge
that used to be levelled against Lenin
by his opponents, more particularly by
Trotsky and his associat Trotsky
has hurled against Lenin the epithets of
cdictator’, ‘tyrant’ etc., and once
called him a ¢ professional exploiter of
every backward feature in the Russian
labour movement’. And now the sceme
has ¢hanged and Masani raises this bog ey
against Stalin in the name of Lenin?
Here too let Masani produce the facts.
Let him point out a single occasion
during all the recent years of stormy
controversy in the C.P. S. U. over the
questions of industrialisation, of collec-
tivisation, of the Five Year Plans efc.
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when the ¢ opposxtmn was not ngen
the fullest right to expo then- pomt of
view inside the party :
vince the ma,]orlt.y
if After their utter ma:’l;iht-y to th:ls, they
refused to obey the majority {decision,
the party had quite rightly to take
steys against them. And even here it isa
matter of ‘reoord t.hat ‘the Party showed
the utmost leniency towards them. Peo-
ple who were expelled were again taken
back only to follow the same path once
again- as in the case
‘“How many readers realise when they
read the Trotskyist tales of suppression
within the C. P. S. U. the extent to
~which Trotsky had his full say, spoke,
wrote, addressed Congresses, made
factions, manoeuvred in wunprincipled
grouping, this day with one group, the
next with its antagonist. the whole time
endured as a member ~ until taking
opposition into street and factory at last
led to his expulsion at a Congress
addressed by him consisting of 1669 dele-
gates and following a campaign in which
his theses received 6,000 votes as against
725.000 for those of the Central Com-
mitte .. in the words of Ivor Montagu.

(Continued From Page 126)

The choice which Mahatma Gandhi
has placed before Congressmen is no
choice at all. It is a threat. Either you
allow me to purge you out or I shall
leave the Congress with my true follo-
wers. In any case the Congress will be
split unless you ALL decide to follow
the path of compromise and conciliation
‘wnich is the essence of my strategy of
runing the ministries. This is what
Gandhijee’s threat amounts to. The
political meaning of this strategy may

‘Much t-he same story could be _repea
- 'kov', in fact” all the leaders of this dirty

any suppressing. It is mﬁan! who is

“of Bukharin.

of Zinoviev, Kameneyv, ‘Bukharin, Piata-

gang. No;itis not S

w-aE AW L

suppressmg—the tmth

- No Sxttmg on the Fenoe

H.lst.onca.lly the Mbscow tvrm]s may
be viewed either as an xmporta.nt eplsoﬂ(e
in the history of the Soviet State since
1917 . or a chapter in the history of
fascist aggression.” So declares a writer
on the recent Soviet Trial in the New
York ‘‘Pacific Affairs” on June, 1938.
And he goes on: “In this respect it is
helpful to remember and to eorroborate
from contemporary evidence that it was
not individuals, least of all the indivi-
duals on trial, whe made the Russian
Revolution......Tt was the masses who
made the revolution. It is the masses
who ~ have developed and saved the
Soviet Union.” Between the forces of
revolution and those of counter-revolu-
tion, there can be no sitting on the
fence. The ‘Third way’ suBgested by
someof our friends.of the C.S. P. is
sheer hypocrisy.
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be summed up thusi—(i) only such
agrarian reforms should be carried out
as can be achieved to which Zamindars
and moneylenders would agree to. There
is no mneed for mass mobilisation in
support of the Congress prog g




 achieved voluntarily, imperialist machi.

- mery of repression shall have to be used
to preserve “ non-violent >’ atmosphere.
- (iv) -Congress organisations provincial
o= %ol a.sthn.ll'-lnga, should not parti-
- cipate in the sta: peoples struggle, so
- that individual Congrgss leaders can

lay the role of the ° third party ” in
ing about a conciliation between
the princes and the people.

' The Choice—not Between Violence

and non-violence

~ The real choice before the Congress
at this stage is not between violence and
non-violence at all. It §s between
comprorise and struggle. The concrete
- political implication of the path of
compromise which Gandhijee wants us
to follow are summed up in the four
points given above The point is whether
we accept them or reject them. They
must be rejected because they are a
violation of the Congress programme
itself. The political line emerging out
of these points will necessarily lead to
a compromise on the issue of the
Federation. It will lead to the disruption
of the growing class organisation of the
workers and peasants it will emasculate
the Congress and to the destruction of the
Un ited National Front itself.

The A.LC.C.must reject this line

It must give its unequivocal support
to the States peoples struggle now going
on in the different states., condemn the
atrocities of the state authorities and
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give a call ‘an All-India States
Peoples Da; lemonstrate the solida
rity and the ibilty of the Indian
people and to rt the demand of

s demand for responsible
government and civil liberties. :
It must instruct the Working Committee
and the Congress ministries to work out
a plan to implement the agrarian
programme of Faizpur within specified
time.

It must reject the principle of
compulsory arbitration which is the basis
of the Bombay Labour Bill and instruct
the ministries to implement the labour
programme guaranteeing the right
of stirike and organisation and recogni-
tion of trade union to industrial workers.

It must categorically condemn the use
of violence and the use of the repressive
machinery by the congress ministries
against the people.

It must immediately give the call for
an All-India anti-federation rally to
initiate the campaign for mass agitation
against the Federal scheme. The main
slogans for this rally should be. -

NO COMPROMISE WITH IM-
PERIALISM. 3

DOWN WITH THE FEDERATION.

DOWN WITH THE WAR BILL.

LONG LIVE THE STATES PEO-

gl - PLES> STRUGGLE.
UP WITH THE CONSTITUENT
ASSEMBLY. -

BOOK REVIEW

MAURCE DOBB,; Political Economy and Capitalism
(London, Routledge 10/6)

- Mr. Maurice Dobb is a lecturer in
economics in the Wniversity of Cam-
bridge. He is an academic economist in
the most academic of economic schools.
But he has written a series of critical

- essays which distinguish him from his

professional associates by reason of their

*;,;Mtp%e%.. their appreciation of the
=S oo 2B

e e e e

methods and traditions of Political
Economy, their fresh inspiration and
their fine English style.

Probably no other field of knowledge
reflects so well as economics the decay of'
capitalist society. 120 years ago when
David Ricardo published his volume,
On the Principles of Political Economy, it
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& science would eventually describe the
behaviour and develop -of society

a great and respected science capable of
describing a certain phase of the
universe with a considerable degree of
~accuracy, while political economy (now
called economics) is a chaos of voices
among which  there is little or no agree-
ment. The reason for this is fairly
obvious. Political Economy concerns
itself with social and economic relation-
ships. So long as political economy was
& weapon of the industrial bourgeoisie
for criticizing and attacking feudalism
and mercantalist capitalism, it could
afford to tell the truth. Once the in-
dustrial capitalists triumphed, a science,
which in the hands of Adam Smith and
Ricardo had demonstrated that _.all
value is created by labour, was obviously .
a danger. It made the capitalist feel
uncomfortable in his conscience and it
provided the worker with a criticism of
society. It was obviously useless and
positively dangerous. Some more com-
fortable philosophy than that of Adam
Smith and Ricardo had to be found.

- Influence of class Strugglé on
: Economies.

The effect of class interest on this
department of bourgeois thinking is no
prejudice of wicked Marxists but some-
thing revealed by bourgeois struggle.*
James Mill, the great bourgeois thinker
and apologist, was able to tell the
unvarnished truth in these terms:
““ What is the difference in the case of
the man who operates by means of
labourers receiving wages instead of
owning slaves ?...... He is equally owner
of the labour with the manufacturer who
operates the slave. The only difference
is the mode of purchasing. The owner
of slaves purchases at once the whole of
the labour whiech the man can ever
perform : he who pays wages purchases
only so much of a man’s labour as he
can perform in -a day, or any other
stipulated time. Being equally, how-
ever, the owner of the labour so pur-
chased, as the owner of the slave is of
the slave, the product which is the

%

- was as‘sumed"thaﬁ_polltiéal 'eeoﬁoin;.y, was

- before Carey, a leading }

_for demagogues who seek to gain power

Ricardo had not been dead twenty ye:
mist of the generation when Chartism

figure in

political economy before Marx in these
terms:......“the system of Ricardo is a
- system of discord...it creates hostility

between olasses......his book is a manual

by the distribution of the soil, by war
and by pillage.” Here it is plainly
stated that political economy is not good
if it describes discord. Bourgeois econo-
mics beame a species of shallow apolo-
getics. :

In his first four essays Mr. Dobb re-
examines the problems which confronted
political economists during this period
when class forces were changing econo-
mics from a science into a system  of
scholasticism. He critically analyses the
contributions of Adam Smith, Ricardo
and Marx. Smith and Ricardo had deve-
loped the concept that a thing is
valuable in proportion to the human
labour expended on its creation. On the

" basis of this analysis they worked out

part of the mechanics of exchange, and
Ricardo analysed the sourees of econo-
‘mic rent, Marx’s contribution to political
economy consisted in his analysis of
capital and profits together with laws of
the development of the capitalist form
of society. Marx demonstrated that
capital is a product of labour and that
profits pass to the capitalist only because
his classes posses the politiecal power to
prevent. the labourer—whether-he be
coolie or skilled engineer—from appro-
priating the full amount of the value he
creates. This is the basic feature of
capitalist economy, and it is the basis of
class divisions. - Mr. Dobb shows that it
was the analysis of capital and profit in
terms of this proposition, hitherto
accepted by English economists of the
calibre of Smith and Rieardo, that all
value is created by labour, which divided
scientific ~ political economists from
bourgeois, apologetic economists.

Bourgeois Economists cannot
: Face Reality

P he modern baurgeois ecomomist refuses
to discuss political questions because he




munion with etherealized objects of
choice, and then, unmindful of the dis-
 tance between the abstract world and
-reality, seek to represent the relations
-which it finds in is realm as govern-
ing the relations which hold in actual
- economic society,...””It has even become
fashionable to deny that such tradition-
ally important questions as value, have
any significance in economics. The
bourgeois economist cannot face reality.
If he faced it as Smith, Ricardo, James
‘Mill and Marx faced it, he would see the
struggle of one class against another.
He would wunderstand the crudities of
General Franco or General Dyer, and
he might even grasp the subtleties of a
Lothian or a Halifax. Always there is
the struggle, and the struggle is to take
from the worker as much of the produce
of his labour as possible. It is only by a
willingness to retrace their steps that
political economists can save political
economy from madness: this is Mr.
Dobb’s thesis.

Crisis and Imperialism

Several thousand books are written on
economics every year. It is a relief to
find one in which the economic pheno-
menon known as imperialism is discuss-
ed. Mr. Dobb treats the subjects of
crisis and imperialism as separate topics,
but he demonstrates how closely capita-
list crisis is linked with imperialism.
Crisis are generated by a declining rate
of profit (among other things) and the
capitalist class can only resolve this con-
tradictien of falling class revenues by
intensifying the exploitation of the
workers. The form of intensfication
differs with political circumstance. In
countries where there is an old and well
organised proletariat the attack is an
oblique one consisting in devaluation of
the money and the introduction of
“‘rationalization””. The principal = solu-
tion is, however, imperialism. This con-

= sisﬁs,of:di'dtwing"intolthe orbit of capita-
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list producer e disorganized peasants
and craftsmen of Asia and Africa.
basis of colonial exploitation is the
political oppression of the workers and

‘to a lesser eoxtent of the industrial

bourgeoisie. Imperialist profits are high
be'cu:;gme in colonial areas the worker is

“most bitterly exploited and most rigidly

excluded from any consideration as a
human being. His business is to work
hard and die quietly. The inteligent
English worker sees that reformism can
yield him little. Only a fool can imagine
that he can make a career for himself by
foisting reformism on the Indian worker.-
Reformism is not a possible tactic for
capitalism in India.

K Indesnensahle Bagk

Several years ago J. M. Keynes’ work
on the General Theory of Employment,
Interest and Money was hailed as a funda-
mental re-orientation of English econo-
mic thinking. Mr. Dobb’s book enables
us to see Keynes in a proper perspec-
tive. 1In spite of all his bluster about
Marx, Malthus and what not, Keynes
posed no problem which the early econc-
mists did not examine and answer better
than he. If any boek can claim to give
a fresh lead-to economists and all those
interested in economics (and that means
all of us whether we admit it or not) it
is Mr. Dobb’s eight essays. His fine
critical appreciation of the methodology
‘and problems of economics will be most
admired by the trained economist, but
his book is indispensable to any one
struggling for the first time with Smith,
Ricardo, Mill, Marx, Lenin or Keynes.
It should be available wherever econo-
mics is studied in India, for it is a
whelesome, critical antidote to the tons
of junk which torture the hours of any
Indian student of bourgeois apologetics.
By reason of its excellent English style
and its searching content it can trans-
form the dull abstractions of modern
economics into a living science which
gives some meaning to the antics of .
Lothian, Linlithgow, Chamberlain, Hit-
ler Mussolini.—X, ¥. Z. A
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