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erpﬂ;ommed a steep

onsciousness and

1 ~ Calcutta,
coal-fields of Bihzr and the Iron factories,
- of Jamshedpur and the temtory covered
: by the Bengal Na.gpnr Railway—all one

by one shot into prominence for the
_mumerous battles of tke working-class.
Low wages, vxctlmmatlon, non-recogni-
inon of unions, these formed the main
__o;_harg,e-,sheetsi against the employers.
: Through'ﬂ:nesa struggles the workers in
this or that industry forged their unity
agamst ‘the employer and tried to wrest
5 eeononnc concessions from them. -

_ The protest action of Bomba,y, how-
~ ever was on a quite different level.

* was no longer the struggle of ,wo;kgrs in
this or that industry against their em-
ployer. Grievances particular to this
tha.t employer were not the central
gomb of action. The workers partici-
patmg were not confined to any one
industry, nor was the stmggle Ied by an
i ',dnstrml _union.

A.hemedaba.d the-

Union orga.nma.tlon representmg all
industrial workers. The workers fought
as a class not as a section of a class
against an act of the Government. It

‘was common class-action on a political

plane that was the keynote of the

_protest strike of 7th November and put

it in a place by itself. Organisationally
it was a centralised class-leadership that
distinguished it from other actions.

¢ But on the other hand every move-
ment in which the working-class,
class, opposes
seeks to compel them by pressure from
without’” is a <‘political movement.’”
For example, the attempt to obtain
forcibly from individual capitalists a
shortening of working hours in some in-

as a
‘the ruling classes and

dustrial factory or some individual
trade by means of a strike etc., is a
purely economic movement. On the

other hand, a movement forcibly to
obtain an eight-hour law etc.,
cal And in this way a
political movement grows everywhere
out of the individual economic move-
ment of the workersi.e., “a movengent of
the class to gain' its en&s in a general >
form...”” Wrote Marx in/187%. - By strik-
ing as a class against the Black Bill the
Bombay v'vorking class fought as a
unified political army to defend
rights and liberties.

is a politi-
movement.

its:
Tth

November




building workers an

even the loosely sea,tber.
servants. The emergence C
categories as strikers fo com:
aim is extremelyrsgmﬁc
domestic servants the build
and others, this was the ﬁ?sﬁ c
not directly connected with

sectional grievances. Loosely conneet
with each other through lack o
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~ the crown-
ti-working class
1 effect is to ban
g or small which takes
fore so-called conciliation.

It was against this onslaught on “their
: nghts that the working class unitedly
~ protested. They protested against a
Bill which sought to legalise their slavery
by ' paralysing their unity and action.
- They expressed their indignation against
2 measure which took away their right

to fight a.ga.inst. e’oonoinfe oppression.

Athallt for General Democratic
: Liberties

In defending these rights the working
class fought for general democraticliberties.
- The right to have free Trade Unions is a
fundamental question of the people’s
right to association. The right to strike
is an integral part of the people’s right
to direct action. The ministry attacked
“this right. The working class fought

for it. } -
The democratic impact of the working-
class struggle for rights was expressed
by Marx in 1861 in the following words,
< the right of association is besides a
breach in the domination of the police
and the bureaucracy; it tears asunder
the Farmhand Law and the economy of
~ the nobility, in fact it is a measure for
_ granting subjects their majority.”
~ Tvery step forward in winning basic
rights for the working class is a shatte-
ring “blow against the Imperialist auto-
cracy, a victory against imperialist

P a.nm natwnal vested
terest. Attack on working class rights

and

‘therefore, constitute an attack on the

unity of the nation. It is an attack on
the unity of the antl-lmpenahst struggle.

- The working class fought against this

disruption by delivering its protest on

_the 7th November.

This mighty protest of the working
class in defence of democratic rights
was delivered in isolation from other
anti-imperialist classes. It was not an
act of the Imperialist Government but
of the Congress Ministry that had forced
the working class on the streets. And
just because it was a Congress Ministry
the people allowed the working class to
be isolated, failed to note that they were
fighting for their and the people’s rights,
and allowed disruptors a free hand.

From the beginning, the Bombay
Ministry belittled working class opposi-
tion and adopted a bureaucratic attitude
towards working class protests. It
defamed the labour movement, refused
to reconsider the measure and paid no
attention to the representations sub-
mitted by the Bombay Provincial Trade
Union Congress. The Ministry resorted
to distortion of facts and its supporters
did not stop from raising the  Moscow
bogey. Finding that the ministry was
bent on its relentless course the Bombay
Trade Union Congress decided to launch
a one-day protest-strike. The ministry
paid no heed to the boiling discontent of
the workers. Two years of offce accep-
tance had rendered it impervious to
every democratic protest, to considera-
tlon of national unity. -

vl e o
Bombay Congress Moblllses
Against the Strike
The warning of [the growing"rift' was

there. It was the duty of the Congress
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opinion against

the Ministry:

nationalist pri C

. against ﬁha,,{vp ers.
stories were circulaf

the strike the pres
broadcast the <

when 2 lacs of workers
ting on the streets of B
Never was there Bug}h_'a;
mentation of the press.

a shameless manner.
a greater conspiracy against the w
class. S

The Path of Disruption

This campaign of slander, this ins
rush towards disruption in peop!
unity for isolating the working cl
found its culmination in the brutal
in Bombay. Two shot dead, more th:
a dozen wounded. Sardar Vallabhai
Patel justified police firing. Not on
Congress Committee protested ag
this brutal attack. Not one co'pmitte
mourned the dead and cared or th
wounded. Disruption could not by
more complete. : : o




ttack. This policy
ialism. The freedom

: smousness, the gua.ra.nf,ee of its nct-mg as
a dlsexplmed' Z L

Cnpphng the Strateglc Arm
Beg;gles _the

‘mumcahpns, the Iron‘and Coal factories
in its hands. India’s search for new
_ weapons of political struggle is leading
it accept the political General Strike of
the workers as the biggest weapon of
‘paralysing Imperialism. If a Congress
Ministry attacks the working class, it acts
~_in effect as the undertaker of the Indian
- struggle. 5

No honest Congi'essma.l_; can have any
truck with this policy. The weapons of
anti-imperialist struggle must be shar-
pened—this must be our demand, and if
the Ministry or the High Command
attempts to blunt them the process must

- be checked and effectively stopped.
: To enforce this suicidal policy at the
- point of bayonet, to erect bayonet
| between the Congress and the people is
- the surest sign of decay. It points to an
ﬂarmiﬂg situation in which the leader-
ship is getting away from Congress
ideals and the demand of aational in-

_directed against national unity.

‘wqgkmg_,&lase is the .

rests. The people rallied round the
¢ because of its - fight against
bnyonei: rule and repressmn. If the same
Cdngress permits the use of bullets and

'hzyonets people will lose no time in

turning their backs on it. That will mean

disruption and widespread demorali-
~ sation,

can be permxbted ‘;

Na.tlona.l Unlty is endangered by the
pohoy of the Congress ministries. The
bullets that were fired in Bombay were

! If the
Trades Disputes Bill becomes a law it
will only be a standing monument to the
disruption of national unity.

Withdraw the Black Bill

“The interests of the anti-Federation
struggle demand that Congressmen
should demand - the repeal of the black
act.and denounce police firing on work-
ers fighting for their rights. The Cong-
ress must give these assurances to the
people, to the workers, if the horrifying
events of 7th November are not to be
repeated elsewhere. Simultaneously
there must be a universal demand for
reversing the ministerial policy on all
fronts. National unity cannot be pro-
tected in any other way.

The political
Bombay working

-
unification

of the
class on the 7th
November is both a warning and a har-
binger of great events in future. It
demonstrates how the working-class
could bring into action even backward
sections in the fight for democaiatic
rights. The united front with Dr. Am-
bedkar enabled the untouchable workers
to come out of their narrow groove
fight for common aims and taught them
where to concentrate the fire. They
have tasted the vindictivemess of the
police, learnt the role of the bureaucra-
cy. It has brought them nearer to the
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ascism in Central Europe. Easmsm is
& ruthless and rapid enemy. The
_ reactionary combination which imposed
_its will at Mnmoh is seeking now to
ollow up its a.dvanta.ge, while the peace
forcesa.re thrown into temporary dis-
array, by striking new lightning blows,
against 'Spanis,h - Democracy, against
French Democracy, against democratic

~ rights in England, and to shift the whole
‘balance in Europe. The greatest res-
ponsibility falls on all who hold any
position of leadership in the working

~ class, democratic and peace movements,
to respond rapidly to. the new situation

- and reorganise the front of struggle. On
all sides questions are being asked :
What next ? Where will the next blow
fall ¢ What is the future of the Peace
Front ? Where willl Hitler drive next ?
What of the future in Spain? Of the
People’s Front in France ? What must
we do in Britain ? How should we regard

- the Conservative opposition? What must
our attitude be now to rearmament and
the new measures for defence? What
should be the policy of the Labour
Movement? We need to answer these
questions plainly, so far as we are able,
and to give the leadership which is now
more than ever urgent. For this pur-
pose we need to review completely and
~ critically not only the lessons of the

“and finding
) wintei'na.tional.

“answers to these questions,

“of victories without a struggle,

w uhha.ve ta.ken place, but the

wh le new situation arising and conse-

quent new tasks and way forward for

~ our fight in every sphere, in respect of

the international situation, the future

" of the Peace Front, the British political

situation and the next steps for the
Labour Movement. The present situa-
tion requires a fresh survey, a united
survey, a common facing of common
problems, by all who care for the future
of the working-class movement, of -
democracy and of peace. In the follow-
ing pages we shall endeavour to suggest
termatively still,—for these problems still
require to be fully thrashed out—the
and the
practical conclusions which now need
to be drawn.

The betrayal of Czechoslovakia to
Hitler represents the heaviest blow to
the working-class, to democracy and to
peace since the coming to power of
Hitler in 1933. The same conditions
which within Germany made possible
the coming of Hitler to power in 1933
are in danger of reproducing themselves
on a European scale to-day—the demo-
ralisation and division of the numerically
and strategically superior working-class
and democratic forces, the conscious
corruption in the ruling positions on the
democratic side opening the gates
to the enemy, the trust of reformism
in these corrupt upper-class elements
as the supposed representatives of a
united democratic front against fascism
(Hindenburg then, Chamberlain now),
the consequent advance of the initially
inferior fascist forces through a chain
under a
myth of apparemt invincibility, until
they reach a really powerful and domi-
nating position. This process, which




affect the outlo
peace front To

the first condltmn for tec very

In the history of th
movement every defeat has bee
ed by a new awakening leading
eventual greater advance of the wor!
class. The victory of Hitler in Germ:
in 1933 led to a profound awaken
the international working class,
armed struggle of the Austrian worki:
class in 1934, the Asturian battles whic!
laid the first foundations for the Sptipis’k
People’s Front and vietorious People
Armies, and the victory of the u
working-class front and People"sr Fr
in France, repelling the assault o
fascism. To-day the shame of the
Munich Capitulation is leading already
to a widespread awakening in Bri
France and throughout the world to
the menace of Hitler and of the policie:
of capitulation, and the necessity of
making a stand. It is for us to see tha
this awakening is carried to the iioin




: ,‘.a.nd espemally
~ operation of the United States.
bt are ,thejco:iditions that help to shape

~ our perspective for the future struggle,

g for the peoples
tly for the peoples

tion is not stable, and conceals v1olent

: antagonmms between the _partners, not

only t of the position of France,

11y hetween Hitler and.
ain, as well as between Mussolini
- and Britain, These antagonisms increase
‘rather than diminish as a result of

Munich. This in turn leads, not only to

_ rising oppositicn on the side of France

(revolt of his own party against Flandin)
and gathermg ~of forces for future
sbtuggle, but to intense dlvlsmn in the
~ British nﬂmg ‘class on a scale far
exceedmg the Eden crisis. At the same
- $ime the aharpenmg of the danger awa-
ke:ns the masses in Britain and France.
‘The open ‘alliance of Chamberlain and
Hitler increases this awakening and gives
new and enlarged possibilities of sharpe-
nmg ‘the fight against Chamberlain’s
~ policy. In the United States, and also

~_in the Dominions and India, the stron-

- gest feeling is expressed from the widest:
- sections against Hitler
‘Chamberlain’s policy of capitulation.
 Despite the reserves given away by
 Chamberlain,

) R

and against

‘ equivalent to  thirty

Fra.nce we need to see‘.

- overwhelming
he» axde of tlw
ty nnder demoemtm lea.dershlp,

if we can win the co-
These

and for the possibility of future victory

“even yet for peace, in spite of Munich.

How was the success of reaction and

“fascism at Munich possible, despite the

overwhelming superiority of forces on
the democratic side? This is the first
question we have to answer, before we
come to the problems of the new inter-
national situation, in order to ensure
that such a success shall not be repeated.
Basically, the answer lies in the main
weakness of the democracies as they
exist at present in the face of fascism—
namely, that the democracies are not
united, but d1v1ded so long as their

‘leadership rests in® the hands of the

representatives of the reactionary upper

class which sides with fascism. This is

most obvious in the case of Chamberlain,
who acted as the ally of fascism within
the democratic front in order to disrupt
it. But it applies alsc to the role of
Daladier and Bonnet who, in the
moment of crisis, in fear of the people,
based themselves on the support of
reaction against the popular majority

- and acted as the servants of Chamberlain,

accepting the Anglo-French Plan and

. Munich in violation of their own pledged

word, destroying France’s own defences
and stabbing in the back France’s loyal
ally. It applies in the last resort also
to Benes who, admittedly under the
moest violent pressure, and after holding
out to the last, nevertheless in the final
crisis, chose the side of the reactionary




aggression, and of the- people’s :

proved illusory ? The practical lessor
these events proves the contrary.
was not the method of the people’s f
which broke down in France ; this has
held off fascism in Francc for four years;
it was French Reformist Soelallsm‘
which collapsed in an wnommlous 80-
called ““ peace at any price ”’ policy ( :
reality, surrender to fascism, therefore
to inevitable war) behind Chamberia
disrupted the working class and thereby
disrupted the people’s front.  The fact
that the only two democracies which
stood the test and remained firm and
unhesitating before fascism were the
socialist democracy of the Soviet Umon
(which, freed from eclass divisions and
expressing directly the will of the
people, was alone free from nerves




ion, azfmthfully pro-
z Mem Kampf,” would have
ended in dust. Czechoslovakia was the
dgpmlve bridge to cross. Each previous
expansion had been against an unarmed
and relatively helpless enemy. Now it
was necessary to invade and conquer a
- powerfully armed and free people,
- buttressed behind fortifications which
- the German military experts (after they
- had been let in by Chamberlain) declar-
ed would have been “impregnable,” and
allied with the free peoples of Europe.
Pubhc opinion in Britain and France
" was awake and alive to the issue far
more than had been the case over
Abyssinia and Spain. How to get past?
Last month we recorded the first stages
of the offensive : the elaborate attempts
_ at internal disruption through the Runci-
man Mission and Henlein, and their
failure ; the ostentatiously advertised
military preparations of Hitler to break
. the nerves of the democratic peoples ;
the deadlock facing Hitler by Septem-
ber 13, and the flight of Chamberlain on
September 15 to save Hitler.

-

S

But even this was not enough. The
Anglo-French Plan (forced on the Czech
Government by third degree methods)
aroused widespread opposition in Britain
and France ; the Labour Party at last
inaugurated a large-scale campaign of
resistance ; the reorganised Czech

- Government was preparing res__istn.nce

was ‘designed to force the issue. Cham-

Hitler s Godesberg Memorandum

berlain  found himself faced with a
hardening hostile opinion. Something
more was needed. The debating argu-
ment that a united stand for peace

. might mean war was not enough. An

ocular demonstration was necessary to
reach the widest masses. Elaborate
military preparations of'a highly theatri-
cal character were staged in Britain and
France. These military preparations
bore a peculiar character which eould
not fail to strike a careful observer.
There was no sign of serious military
preparations for war; the first and

. obvious step in that case would have

been military consultations between the
staffs of Britain, France and the Soviet
Union (similar military consultations

" had preceded the war of 1914 by years).

But these military preparations were
entirely concentrated on measures which
would impress the civilian population :
in France the calling up of reservists
and measures of evacuation ; in Britain,
the free distribution of gas masks, the
setting up of anti-aircraft guns in the
most populous streets and centres, and
the evacuation of school children. The
purpose was obvious, These military pre-

- parations were mot intended for Hitler.

They were intended for the civilian popu-
lations of Britain and France. The Peace
Front was to be identified in the popular
mind with war, in order that the betrayal
of Czechoslovakia, which meant the
feally gserious menace of war, should be
accepted, not as treason to the people’s
interests and to peace, but as the triumph
of peace and a reprieve.

If a measure of the political imma-
turity of considerable sections of the
left in Britain and France, even of



 which. bold,

tion not to be

berlain into war
Czechoslovakia,
performed exactly
berlain wanted of them)
\journals of the liberal-la

~these critical da.ys. Thel

the Commumst Party

Birmingham in mid- Sep

very definite warning of thev

tion; but this warning unfo:

went unheeded. The present

gave an explicit warning at th

on September 18 of the whol

scare” mancevre (reproduced abo:

and of where it was intended

—a warning which was unfortu

only too exactly fulfilled. The

is important, not for any inques

the past, for which the present i

the moment, but for the sharpenin

the fight against Chamberlain with op

‘eyes for the future. - ;
There was in fact no excuse for failing

to understand the political purpose

_the Government. The openly pro-fascist

Government Minister, Lennox—Bo'yd

had long ago made it clear in his fa.mou

“ indiscretion * of last March




‘had taken ,planq in the
e parallel aims. The man-
~ apparent ambiguity were
) nde& _to deceive democratw opinion
~in Britain and anee, and to drag
Chechoslovakla a.nd Ftance t0~ their

well posted, _including by hm highly
‘placed friends in Britain, as to Britain’s

~ real /intentions,  Hitler ‘did not -risk
gambler’s throw. He gambled
with marked cards—and the world was
led to heave a sigh of relief when he

. won, and the whole: ‘framework of demo-
~ ecratic peace was broughb tumblmg down,
~_as if a miracle had ha.ppened ‘“Just as
~ though the finger of God had drawna
 rainbow across the sky,” as Baldwin
said, while the Death’s Head Squads of

" the Gestapo were rounding up their
victims among the democratic Germans
‘and Czechs of the Sudetenland, Bald-
win might well judge so. But not the
peoples. v :

 We ha,ve now to face the new inter-
national situation consequent on these
ovents. Three main gquestions have to
bo estimated in the new  international
situation, First, what is the prospect
_ of the reactionary Four Power combina-
twn of which a prehmmary form was
r,ea.ohnd at Munich, and which British
policy will certainly - endeayour - to
; developi Wﬂl the 1mpenahst contmdm-

; huv:

tween f.he Powers concerned

atbempbed ‘combination, or
we to face the prospect of an
a.ecentna.tmn of the concerted reaction-

_ary offensive in new directions ? Second,
~ and closely associated with the first,

what are the most probable  next direc-

 tions of Hitler's expansionistaims? Are

th_pyéuch as inevitably to sharpen the
conflict with Britain, or do they still
permit of adjustment for a period
between the reactionary forces on both
sides? Are the colonial questions primary
or Western Eurcpe (France), or Eastern
Europe? In this connection, the problem
of Mussolini and the Mediterranean,

~with the development of the struggles

at both ends (Spain and Palestine); the
role of Japan with its new offensive in
the meighbourhood of Hong-Kong, and
especially the role of the United States,
with the rising fascist threat to Central
and South America, are important ele-

ments in the picture.:

Third, and consequent on the above,
what are now the prospects for the Peace
Front? The old partially realised Peace
Front, based on France, Czechoslovakia
and the Soviet Union, has received a
shattering blow through the action of
France ; in the words of the Journal de
Moscou, ¢ Out of the whole system of
eastern pa.cts only “the Franco-Soviet
Pact remains to-day in existence ; what
will be its value, now that France has
just torn up its pact of alliance with
Czechoslovakia 2’ Through what lines of
development must we work to build
anew a real and effective Peace Front ?

The answers to. these questions will

X ‘bring us close to the immediate fronts of
_the struggle :
_second, the political struggle in France ;
and

first, the struggle in Spain

third, the political struggle i

et : b A



place, and also
States. This was

lowving cup of the elder Cha

Streseman, the toast to the *
International,” the accomp

cretions of subordinate B 1171511 Munst

as to the real anti-Soviet aimi
combination, and the subsequent Birken-
head Mission to Berlin to draw Germmy'
into the war-plans.

This first attempt broke down for two
main reasons. First, so long as German
democracy was unbroken, so long as ‘the
German working class was unbroken, it
was impossible to draw Germany into the.
wake of the reactionary British war

plans; the reservations on entering the

League showed this; the Eastern orien-
tation of Rapallo still held ; the Birken-
head Mission met with a rebuff, and the
German press unkindly “published the
-ppepositions. ol Birkenhead, while the
: G-roeﬂé‘r*!ezgranduul revealed the cal-
culations of Geermany to*keep out of the
anti-Soviet war. Second, France was
still strong enough to pursue an inde-
pendent line and checkmate Britain’s
; Ngl;s‘ “!!_)oth by_ its independent approa-
bt 95 - 3 - i




centrated on the
to break the feared

: pursuing an anti-French policy,
assisted in this process ; while the feeble
representahves of French moderate

Radicalism and Bight Socialism (Blum,

Delbos, Daladier, Bonnet) were puppets

‘the hands of’ the British Foreign

Oﬂiee. Tlns process reached its climax
_ with the betrayal of Czechoslovakia.
- The French system of alliances in Europe
was brought tumbling down; a heavy
blow was delivered aga,inét the People’s
: Frontrg France was isolated ; the French

bourgeoisie, to save their class power,

7 had committed suicide as a Great Power.

_ Britain, now under Chamberlain III,
presses forward to the Four Power aim.

" But the new attempted Four Power
combination is still far from realised,
and even the partial preliminary form
reached, has been reached under condi-
tions very different from those originally
intended by Britain (balance of Germany
and France under British hegemony,
~ with stabilisation in Western and Central
Europe, in order that the spear-point
. should be directed against the Soviet
Union and the United States). In the
process of attempting to reach it, the
power of Hitler has been extended far
 beyond Britain’s caleulations, so that
there can be no longer question of a
" subservient tool, but of a fully inde-
pendent force ; France has been weaken-

Italy. This process is

n.ppea.ied as now the _strongest element

n F noe- in any- combination, the ‘Berlin-Rome
- axis, vyhach had no part in Britain’s

calculations and is extremely inconveni-

~ ent to Britain by its power of parallel

and alternating pressure. By the weaken-
ing of France, Britain is relatively
isolated and weakened in relation to the
Berlin-Rome axis. The effective domi-
nation and initiative is in the hands of
Hitler. :

It would be a mistake to under- .
estimate the strength of the forces which
drive to the reactionary Four Power
combination. These forces are deeply
rooted in the development and closer
union of the ruling elements of finance-
capital in Britain, France, Germany and
very exactly
expressed in the European Chemical
Alliance or Four Powers Pact of the

_ great Chemical Armaments Trusts of

Britain, France, Germany and TItaly,
represented by Imperial Chemical Indus-
tries, the German Dye Trust or I. G.
Farbenindustrie, the Kuhlmann combine
in France and DMontecatini in Italy,
figchting against the American chemical
and arms trust of Du Pont. The close
linking of finance-capital in the Western
European grouping, and British hege-
mony, is shown in the fact that Imperial
Chemical Industries holds a large con-
trolling interest in the
Trust to the extent of
Large shareholders in Im
Industries, accordi

German Dye
£9,540,000.

; jyeﬁarm
$d S Scmon
Thé’(}‘hairmanﬁo
Chemical Inustries, Lord

MacGowan,
was one of th&honoused guw
2, 508 ¢ .

pérml ‘!

& 8T




the Soviet Union, Va.gbainst‘. dem
Europe a.nd against the rival

pattern (e.g., CO- opgratlon of ICV

Du Pont in certain extra Euro
spheres), these dominating tenden
become especla.lly 1mportant ‘in. t]l

tional ca.pltahsm is reachmg

But the forces of contradiction,
cially in the sphere
interests outside Europe, chsruptmg
abt mpta“'a’o ~eqmb a,txon, are. 0o less

Japan, aga,lnst the Sowet Umon
they still hope that the extreme speed




6 Bri muqt not be,,threatenedas
orld Power ntil Germany has esta-
 blished its unguestioned domination in
Continent of Europe, and that the
cardinal error responsible for. the down
- fall of pre-war Germany was the viola-
“tion of this principle by the post-Bis
- marckian naval programme. Hence the
stress on the Anglo-German Naval
Agreement For this reason the colonial
dema.nd which is announced with in-
: crensmg ‘emphasis for the future, is still

- likely to be pressed as a bargaining
~ counter ; and. Brrt.am is still for a period
likely to seek adj ent by col
in the Afnca.n “sphere, prefera.bly at the
exmense of other weaker countries, such
3 Belgium, Por,tuga.l and France.

ions

Europe ls pressed forward and brmgs
or problems. The next

- This precedes the offensive
oénq ect ‘of the Ukraine. The
s to ﬂn& through the raising of
the dema.n for autonomy for Alsace
orraine, with the wusual subsidised

~ movement inside, are already visible.

Eerekﬁ_hé-prob!em for Britain becomes
‘already sharp. To sacrifice France is to

“bring Britain into the most direct

danger. Nevertheless, there are signs
that the logical pro-fascist ruling group
in England, bent on the destruction of
-the People’s Front, is beginning to con-
sider ;t',h'is -course. The Anglo-German
Declaration of Munich, like the previous
Anglo-Italian Pact, was reached to the
exclusion of France. The first form of
the struggle is likely to develop through
the internal struggle in France, with the
intensified assault of the pro-fascist
reaction to break the People’s Front and
democracy in France, and establish some
«form of Emergency Government, which
would in reality be a vassal of Chamber-
lain and Hitler. It is not impossible
that the Chamberlain ruling group may,
as in Spain, support this process, even
at the risk to British strategic intrests.

Hitler’s expansion in Europe, however
following the conquest of Czechoslovakia,
has still more direct and immediate lines
of easy and
advance. This

relatively
applies

uncesisting
especially to

~ South Eastern Europe, to the Balkans

and Turkey. Along this line Germany’s
ecconomic empire is being built up ; and
the latest sign is the £ 12,000,000 loan
to Turkey, answering the previous
British loan. This is the old German
line of expansion ¢ Berlin, - Byrantium.-
Beghdad.” But the extension of




tions of the Rhinelan

and Czechoslovakia, but in

of France, the colonies or th N"
Middle East, the ranks of th

to Chamberlain’s policy o

to Hitler swell and increase in
ruling class. The deep di
dilemma of British policy re
which found expression in the

change in orientation, under 1
leadership than Chamberlain, in
future.

Of the greatest importance in this con-
nection is the reaction in the United
States to the new developing world
situation. The aim of the Four Power
combination would not only be directed
against the Soviet Union, but also i
against the United States. After the first
confusion during the crisis public expres-
sion in the United States has revealed an
extremely widespread condemnation of
Chamberlain’s capitulation to fascism,
and a wave of intense hostility to
Chamberlain and British policy alongside
mtense hostility to fa.sclsm and the




< atta.ck a.gamsh Spmush Dbmo-

> only the obvious 1mmedmte grcvund of
the ﬁght for a.ll l:he demooraﬁlc forces.

] fgt‘nre Pea.ce Front The fight for
. peace now develops as the fight for demo-
& cracy . S;pmn, in France and in Britain
e is is the first immediate front of the
= ﬁyht In proportlon as we carry through
~ this fight, as we save Republican Spain,
~ as we transform the political situation
in France and Brlta,m, ‘we can then go

forwa.rd to rebulldlng the Peaee Front,
= on the basns of the co—operutlon of
; Bntlsh French, Spa.msh Soviet Union
and American Democracy for the main-
tenance of peace. We have still over-
 whelming reserves on our side ; we have
- still deﬁnlte/supenonty of the demo-
: _forces capable of rebuilding the

: :But. we must first win the fight for peace
:"a.gainst the new assault of pro-fascist
reaction in°Western Europe.

i The: defence of Spain is now the centre
of the ﬁg‘ht Chamberla.in is working
with Mussn]uu to ca.rry through the

’tdry:witb the bt rapid

pont'fot peace and maintaining peace.

of : tﬁg Anélo—ﬂ&lisn yPa‘.ob'c‘m
| fnrclca.l o thh-

and has carued through the
wholesale bombing of British ships since
~ Munich. The fascist reactionary combi-
nation of Chamberlain, Mussolini and
Franco have now despaired of the mili-
_ tary defeat of the Spanish Republic.
Their hopes are concentrated on the
aim of starving the Spanish peoples into
~surrender. The ratification of the
Anglo-Ttalian Pact means, by the accor-
ding of belligerent rights to Franco, the
legalisation of the blockade and conse-
quent direct co-operation of the British
Government in the blockade of Spanish
Democracy. To defeat this conspiracy
is  the decisive blow we can now
strike for democracy and peace. Material
aid to Spain now takes on an over-
whelming political significance. We need
not only to develop this material aid
from labour, democratic and humani-
tarian organisations to a new scale, but
to fight for Government credits for food
and necessary supplies for Spain, and
- for the sending of foodships under the
protection of the Red Cross, and, if
_necessary, under the protection of the
convoy system. Through Spain we can
still fight back the advance which fascism
has achieved at Munich.

The second immediate front is the
fight for democracy in France.- Fascism
and reaction in France, under the protec-
tion of the Daladier Government, which
now builds its majority on the Right
and the Centre in defiance of the electoral
will of the people, and has established

_its special powers to prevent the func-
tioning of Parliament, now prepares its
assault on democratic

institutions in



wérking-cla.ss - uni

renewed cohesion and

the People’s Fron . In i

in France the British Labour M
can play a great part by e

closest direct relations witl
French Labour Movement and wi
French People’s Front. :

- Finally, the cardinal and decisive

in Britain now plainly develops ¢z
the Munich surrender. Chamberlain

all the forces of united reaction ¢
centrate their attack now on the internal
situation in Britain in order to follow
their * victory’’ in the international
sphere by utilising the very danger
which their policy has placed the peop!
as the pretext for launching ~ corres-
ponding process of development towai
fascism in Britain. Undr_ei':the slbga, s
of ‘“national unity,” ¢ preparedness,




»(,on‘fgrence should be followed
by a wider conference of all labour and
~ democratic organisations to rally the
~ people for the fight for democracy and
against Cha.mberla.m and the

ight on our own situation. They under-
line in grim warning the urgency of the
political struggle in Britain, particularly
of “the Council elections and the by-
electlons

> Why They Surrendered

- For if you want the thing in-a nut-
shell, you can sum it up like this :—

1. The people wanted to fight for the
defence of their country and their inde-
pendence, as the people of Paris fought
for France " against the German invaders

during the Commune, as the people of
Spain fought and are fighting the in-
_vaders of Spain today. That is un-
“deniable, and no one of any party has
attempted to deny it.

~ 2: Yet at the last moment the amount
_ of political control over the crucial in-




_the magnificent armame:
works, the superb t
the years of compulso;
absolutely nothing. Th
caved in, crack’ed up,

How long do you suppos
which was in power in Sps
1936, would have held out
military revolt if
the driving force
majority, uniting

people ?
The best elements in .Czechoslovaki:
understood and acted upon those facta

the enemy uuderstood and acted upon
them, too.

Immediately after the May crisis,
when Czechoslovakia mobilised, and on
May 21 stopped the German invasion
people all over the place threw their
caps in the air and thought- “We're
all right.

It was at that moment that the
Communist Party of GCzechoslovakia,
with the hearty support of the Catholic
People’s Party, redoubled its ea,mﬁpign‘




- (3 ‘Thmugﬁout ‘the period from the

They pushed him aboﬁt ~And because

- the disunity of the democratic forces.
prevented their full strength being felt,

-uucoecded even in preventing
es msking the appeal to the Soviet
: 'Unxon ‘which the people wanted and

which would  have saved Czechoslo-
vs.k).s. ;

these facts —(1) When
150,000' Prague factory workers struck,
~and were joined in their demonstration
- by 150,000 other men and women of all
_parties and classes, the Government
which capitulated to the Berchtesgaden
terms was forced to resign.
But, owing to the political situation
already deseribed, there was no means of
- immeditely translating that effort into
terms of a genuine * Government of
public safety ’ based on the people.
 (2) At the moment of the formation
‘of the Syrovy Government, a Government
~ of administrators dependent on Benes
- and not on the popular parties, there
- was throughout the Left organisations a
sudden realisation of the need for unity

even among those who had actively

~ opposed it before.
In the moment of acute national peril
they admitted it. The four trade union
organisations achieved an unheard-of

£ tion of the Syrovy Government to
the Munich catastrophe, the demand of

the people was for the calling of Parlia-

ment in order that the driving force of
the people’s will could be made effective
through its representatives. Parliament
was not called. Yet even the original
Berchtesgaden terms had been accepted
only with the reservation that they must
be ratified by Parliament.

‘Political Power in Wrong hand

The enemy, particularly the British
and French Ministers, knew very well
the facts of the position. They knew
that if the people could make its voice
heard, there was no chance of capitula-
tion, They knew that—particularly
after the fall of the Hodza Government
—the unity of the popular parties, and
hence their potential power was going
ahead.

‘That—and in Prague they made no
secret of it—was the basic reason for
the rush with which the whole thing was
done. That was why they would arrive
with ultimatums at three in the morn-
ing. That was why they got Hitler to
set October 1 as the ultimate date.

The people wanted to save itself. The
people wanted to fight, along-side of the
people of the Soviet Union. If they
had been able to do so they would have
saved Czechoslovakia—may be with
sacrifices and horrors as great as Spain
is suffering. and China, but still, saved it.

They were sold out before they could
get their hands on the control levers.
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Armaments, national training, military
service, nothing was any -good to them

because the political power was in the -

- wrong hands. = It was in the hands partly
of Hitler’s Fifth Column, and par‘ily of
people whose attitude was characterised
by their refusal to call upon Soviet
aid. ¢

In other words, it was in the hands of
men who either actively hated their
people and préferred to make compact
with the foreign Fascist invader, or of
men who in the last analysis preferred

- -~ THE NEW AGE
surrender to the unloosing of the forces
of the people. :

“Arms for defemce,’ “service for
defence,”” 48 all a fraud and a menace to
the people, unless the people is in political
control.

Patriotism is a fine thing. But “patrio-
tism”’ in the mouth of anyone who is not
prepared to take all steps necessary for
the unification and the advance to
political power of fthe only patriotie
forces there are in any country-—mamely
the masses of the people—is a dangerous
hoax, a treachery.

KOLKHOSE : THE COLLECTIVE FARM

By Miss Melly Zollinger, and Drr W. L Rao, MA., D.Sc.

(The authors of this article have recently returned ajter :
visiting the Sowvtet Union and the following notes were

taken

down during their wvisit to a Collective Farm

outside Moscow during Autumn-1937—Ed-) =

This collective farm was started in
1929 with an original membership of 70
families. Today, owing to the success-
ful working of collective farms through-
out the Soviet, the membership of this
particular farm, has increased to 140
families, totalling 500 people, all resi-
dents of the same village.

The capital invested by all the mem-
bers—including ecash, of agri-
cultural implements, mackinery and
cattle—which represents the capital of
the undertaking, is 500,000 roubles,
equivalent to Rs. 250,000.

value

The yearly proceeds of the farm are
shared out in proportions to the. hours
of work put in by each individual
member. Out of the gross proceeds,
taxes to the state are paid as first

charges. A portion is set aside for next

years’s seed: An amount of money is

set apart towards sickness insurance of

the individual members and live stock ;
and also towards contigencies and unfor-
seons. The rest is available for distri-
bution among the individual members.

The individual member of the collee-
tive farm has the right to dispose of his
share in any manner he pleases. He
can sell his whole portion or a part of it
for cash in the open market, or he can
sell to the collective farm itself.

The diefgribution of the yearly proceeds
is both in cash and in kind.

Besides his share in the collective
far_m, each farmer has has his own house,
a kitchen, garden and cows.



CIODS i
ege able-culture under

one of the smaller
ones possessmg

36 t.hq a.vera.ge ‘wages received by
1 . ch da.y¢ amounted

> ilos of vegetables
In 1937 they are now paying
members a daily wage of 20
X 0) and 40 kilos of vege-

bl
adnlts can expect this year a total
annual income  of 15,000 roubles
{Rs. 1,500) in cash and 30 tons vegetables.
e average wages of a skilled worker
scow is-600 roubles a month.)

The sta.ple erop grown on this farm is
potato. Each year the general body of
members assembled in a meeting, elect
- from among. ‘themselves five members,
~ who constitute the board of manage-
- ment. Two of these, the president and
2 mce-pres)dent (or manager and assistant
manager), receive a salary and do mot

-~ work on the farm, as the other members.

3 ird has engaged the services of
for accounting and other
office work. These are not members of
- the collective ; they are outsiders and
receive salaries current in their profes-
sion. The premdent worked formerly as
“salaried vice-president for four years
~and in recognition of his services has
een elected to the salaried president-
lnp.«of the board. Besides the clerks,
is Kolkhoze has engaged the sevices

er collective.
.;:eadma or writing.

A family with three -

; napa.rb ‘of the
Aiﬁed‘ )y the tate, this collec-

3 to 8 years), where they
h elements of hygiene,
the value and the right way of
‘teeth and use of the tooth
1 the bath, washing clothes ete.,
e recognition of colors, the ooncept,

: of ‘numbers, drawmg and music under

trained ms"br\xc\‘ors, maintained by the
The children are not . ts.u_ght

Theyyha.ve ‘a cinema ‘and a club As

3 the;r capital is increasing, new schemes

of social welia.m work are being under-

taken 5

The individual farmer who wishes to
dlspose _of his share of the produce in

- the open market, can hire out the horse-

vans or motor lorries belonging to the

- collective. This one possesses five motor

lorries.

During time of intensive farming, or
as in the case of this year, when extra
hands were required to gather the
bumper harvest, the Kolkhoze can
engage outside labour on daily wages
and according to the Soviet laws, these
temporary hands must be paid the same
wages as that paid by the Kolkhoze to
its own members.

The Soviet state is encouraging the
use of tractors in farming. We were
told that in U.S.S. R. today nearly
500,000 tractors and 440,000 combines
are now in use on the farms and
fully half of these machines are used
by the collective farms. If the collective
farm is not rich enough to buy tractors,

it need only apply to:  the nearest
Tractor Station or to the govern-
ment for assistance. A loan is then

given which is to be repaid over a long
term of years, at the low rate of 1% to
29 interest. Along with the taxes to be
paid to the state, the liguidation of this
loan ranks as a first charge on the
the revenue of the farm. As the major
source of income is derived from the
sale of the crops, to secure the repay-
ment of the loan, the collective is com-
pelled to insure ‘with the state against
bad crops and against damage to the
tractors,



The distribution of thi
grain and potatos—t kes p!
- in the year, three times as adva
the fourth time after the ﬁna.l settl
of accounts.

The collective farm pays taxes

~ing to the kinds of crops it farms
,example usually about 29%-3%

value of grain crops and 79%-8% on the
value of potato crop. Under certai
circumstances, the State also buy&
portion of the crops from the collective
farms. For instance, this year, it pald
50 roubles per ton for the last year’s
potatos and 150 roubles per ton for thm
year’s spring potatos.

Besides collective farms, there are the
state farms, which cover vast areas and
on which farming is rationalised and
completely mechanised and the whole
farm run just as a factory. There are
also individual private farms ; the state,
though tolerating these private under-
takings, does not encourage them. For
instance, they have to pay conslderably—» :
higher taxes.

In Soviet today, agriculture, like
every other industry and undertaking, is
planned. The different crops to be sown,
the rotation of these crops, their acrage,
manuring,—the programme of the collec-
tive farm must fit in within the state
plan. It must be approved by the dist-
rict soviet. The details are worked out




rs‘ survived the Moghal

and have maintained their sway

t of shrewd diplomacy and the
use of ruthless autocratic power.
Treatxes made with the British Govern-
t < i the paramountcy -of
but the Nizams

an g in resxstmg the
encmnchments of the British on their
State. Thus, right up to the end of the
XIX century the Dark Ages prevailed
Hyderabad, and even to-day the
exceedlngl backward in all
b tite:
Hyderabad is the largest Indian State
~ after Kashmir—as large, in fact, as
‘Bengal Presldenoy. Its population of
142 millions is divided linguistically
into three main tongues, Marathi, Telugu
and Kanarese, only a tiny minority
speaking the official languege, Urdu.
The two chief religious communities are
~ Hindus and Muslims, 859 of the former
to 10% of the latter. ,There are five
_ large cities, 118 small towns and 21,708
villages. 95% of the people live in the
villages and agriculture is naturally the
chief means of livelihood.

This briefly describes the geography
aud ethnology of Hyderabad. @When
against this background we find that a
feudal minority of great landowners has
‘everywhere the reins of power, the
‘control of ﬁnance, education and adminis-

“tration, it is not hard to imagine the

»  terrible plight of the mass of the people.

- Modern civilisation has only provided
new weapons of oppression for the ruling
_clique, Education has been used as an
_instrument to strenghthen the ruling
_ Muslim minerity, at the expense of the
- masses, to create cultural barriers
Letween-‘the people, to suppress their

‘languages and  best traditions. The

result is that toda.y, when a great wave
of political consciousness is rising, it is
to some extent becoming a movement
against a certain eommunlty, against a
certain culture—a movement against
the Muslims and the Urdu language

- This communal tendency has been
cleverly exploited by the autocratic
rulers, to cover up the cracks in their
admmlstr&blon to canalise unrest into
these vicious channels, and to give a
genuine popular movement an ugly
name.

There is no doubt that there are
persons in Hyderabad, as elsewhere, who

~wish to utilise mass discontent for their

own selfish ends. These people spring
from the middle classes and their aim is
primarily to secure soft jobs and places
of power and privilege in the State.
In any assessment of the political situa-
tion in the State, therefore, we should
not lose sight of this - communal factor,
for, we shall have constantly to deal

‘“with it.

By far the overwhelming majority of
the people, however, is disturbed and
shaken by long-standing grievances
against a corrupt, irresponsible and high-
handed administration, by grinding
poverty and boundless oppression.

Absence of Democratic Liberties.

The deep-seated opposition to this
regime of landlords and money-lenders
is proved by the severity of the laws and
the complete suppression of elementary
civil liberties. To preserve the adminis-
tration intact, the Government has
persistently refused to grant freedom
of Press, Speech or Association, and has
looked with suspicion at every activity,
private or public, of its citizens. Even
places ot worship, religious festivals and
condolence  meetings are  carefully
watched to see that they do not serve as
cover for hostile activities against the
Government. Until very recently per-
mission for all meeting had first to be
obtained from the authorities. Com-




Se"retary was a_sked

for Rs. 2000 and to give
that the meeting wou]
p(,utlcal ;

Society, and of Pandit Moh
They were not permitted to d

3. The Bar Association were
referred permission to invite Sj
bhai Desai. 2

New rules were made last July, whi
meetings were divided into two so:

(a) Social, educational, literary or ch:
table, and (b) Other than such. 'or
the latter special permission was neces-
sary. These new rules have in no way
relaxed the restrictions on freedom of
speech.

Restrictions on Ireedom of the Press
are as severe. Copies of all books,
newspapers, etc., printed, have to
filed with the Home Secretary, before
publication. Permission to start a press
or newspaper has to be obtained fro

the same authorities and is frequgntly T

refused. No anonymous tracts may be

published.. No news likely to affect
public opiniorr adversely regar ing the

Government may be printed.

In view of these restnctiéns,
Telugn, Marathi and Kanarese Pr




g Federation, a-

o mittee underthe chair-
n Bahadur S. A. Iyen-

€ qf 're'apo,nsfble Government. 5
v tions in the State
suggestions before
C nittee. Amongst these, the
eme o the State People’s Convention
is perhaps the most important. This
 Convention is representative of various
sections and shades of opinion and seems
to have the general support of the
- recently formed State Congress, the most
- progressive organisation in Hyderabad.
The main recommendations of the
Convention are: i %
1. The Nizam to become’ a Constitu-
tional Monarch, on the model of the
Britieh King. ;
9. A bi-cameral Legislature.

responsible to the Ruler.

4. Only 10 per cent of the population
to be enfranchised. =L i

5. Special seats for vested interests,
_as well as an Upper Chamber for them.
6. Local self-government through
Municipalities,” District Boards' and
Panchayats., 7 ;

Joint Elequrates. :
n Assembly of 200 and a Coun-

5 members. :
9. Certain reserved subjects, such as
the personal affairs of the Nizam, his

ointed to draw up a fresh

- 3. An Executive appointed by a,na'

-slogans of responsible ‘Government,

control of the

al Mlmaﬁon of Funda
'E'i"esﬂbm ‘of Speech, Association,
. Conscience and religious

Equal rights to_all citizens and
‘access to wells and other public
- places. 5

The proposals set. forth by this Con-
vention are exceedingly moderate. For
instance, the Report admits that the
property qualification is higher than in
Mysore, Trayancore or British Tndia. In
suggesting a bi-Cameral system, an Exe-
cubive responsible to the Nizam alone, a
very limited franchise, and reserved sub-
jeots, the. convention has obviously
sought to secure the reactionary and
vested interests, at the expense of the
masses, The scheme, therefore, falls

_ far short of the people’s demands.

But even such mild proposals,
even so moderate and respectable
an organisation as the State Con-
gress, have thoroughly alarmed the
-authorities.

State Congress Banned.
Almost immediately after its forma-

" tion, the State Congress was declared

illegal under the new regulations, and its
smembers decided to offer Satyagraha.
And now, a regular campaign of repres-
sion has been launched in Hyderabad,
Aurangabad and other centres. The
authorities bave consistently tried to
make. out that the State Congress is a
communal organisation, but to its
honour, the State Congress has as consis-
tently refuted these slanders, and has
tuken its stand on the broad popular
It
has from the beginning, thrown open its
doors to all, irrespective of religion,
caste or class.

_But the State Congress has to go
farther than this. It has to take up the
immediate basic political and economic
“demands of all the oppressed people of

. the State. Its present Nine-Point pro-

gramme runs as follows:



Marathi,
~with Urdu.
6. Judiciary to
the Executive, =
_ 7. Compulsary Pri ; !
in the mother tongues, and reduc

University Eduecation till
Education is compulsary.

8. Alteration of Educationa
to appeal alike to all sub-acts.

9. Tackling the problem of pov
of the peasants in a sympathetic manne:
by reducing Land Revenue and adopt

measures to amelliarate their condition

without creating any class-war between
the different sections of the subjects.

In this programme emphasis is laid on

administrative and educational changes,
while only a vague reference is made to
the problem of mass poverty. The only
way to enlist the broad masses in the

struggle is to draw up a clear-cub
programme for them. It is necessary to
point out the close connection between

minor con

British Imperialism and the reactionary. storm

Nizam Government, and to insist on the

complete independence of the State

people from Imperialism and its feudal
and other allies. It is essential for the
State Congress to raise its voice against
the Haripura decision of the Indian
National Congress of Non-Intervention




appearing in

the forces under-

© persons trying to explain

: ots in terms of communal and
racial hatred. Sjt. Bose in his stdte-
ment hinted that since this was not the
first clash of its kind it was likely that
the root causes of the conflict went

deeper than communal prejudices. But

all he could suggest was that they might

e been racial. This is nothing new.
g adequate grasp of the objective
conditions has in the past often led
to similar mistakes. There is the classic
. example of the rebellion of the Mopla
_peasants in 1921 against unjust tenancy

- laws and the extortions of Hindu land-

Jlords which was sought to be explained

away as merely an anti-Hindu revolt. -

Later on, religious fanaticiso got mixed
up with the main economic factors and
the communalists on both sides being
encouraged by the third interested party

- misrepresented these agrarian uprisings
of the oppressed peasants as communal
clashes. So =also in the Kashmir strug-

_gle—the discontent of the exploited and
poverty stricken tillers of that pictu-
resque valley was termed a communal riot
just because all the peasants in that
Hindu-ruled state happened to be
Muslims.

Along with many other newspapers,
the “‘Rangoon Daily News’’, an Indian-

- owned English daily was totally at a loss
- to understand how there could be any
ill-feeling between the Burmans and
Muslims who have been living peacefully
together so long. In its leading article
appearing in the issue of the 14th August
it stated, ‘“Religious fanaticism of the
sort that Burma had experienced
during the past few days was entirely
unknown in the history of Buddhism
in Burma. Muslims have lived in

Kr.ﬁweA Kala-

€
harmony and friendship with their Bud-

- dhist fellowmen for over two centuries
and there was not the least sign of
antagonism-—Muslims were also emplo-
yed as some of the important officials in
the old Burmese regime. It was a.
Burmese King who built a Rest House
at Holy Mecca for the use of his
Burmese Muslim subjects going to
perform Haj pilgrimage every year; and
it is still in existence. In the face of all
this ' overwhelming evidence of good
neighbourliness, the sudden outburst of
religious  fanaticism  bringing such
terrible carnage and suffering in its
wake, is a thing which is most difficult
for us to understand.”” *

Communal fanaticism—not the root

This shows clearly that the theory of
communal or religious fanaticism does
not lead us to the main source of trouble.
Nor can racial differences explain the
recent clash. Apart from the U.S.S.R.;
which contains peoples of various races
and religions living amicably together,
China today is an example of .a country
where various races have achieved ama-
zing unity and co-operation for the
purpose of giving a united front to
foreign imperialism. As the Director
of Chinese Missions 1 the Al-Azhar
University recently declared, “Buddhism,
Toism, Islam,Confucianism and Judaism,
live in harmony in China. Many
Muslims are fighting heroically under
Chiang-Kai-Shek.”

It is therefore only superficial obser-
vers who can trot out the racial myth to
explain the recent disturbances. As a
matter of fact the “ Times” of London
showed a greater understanding of the
root causes of the trouble when it stated :
“ It is probable that the jealousy aroused
by their (Indians’) predominance in
commerce _and the professions, and by
the fact that most of the unskilled work-
men employed in the port and in the




- average Burm.
_the prices of ag]
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et it in the neck. Un-
? the normal desire of the
ans to participate in the industry
L commerce of their own country was
nsformed into an anti-Indian obsession

by the inspired propaganda proceeding

the separation of Burma.

~ That the economic motive was one of
the most important factors responsible
 the conflict between Burmans and
Indians is proved by the fact that from
the day following therestoration of peace
after the riots, shops selling provision
and general stores owned by Burmans

- are springing up like mushrooms all over
angoon and the suburbs as well as in
- the districts.

Ironically enough many
of the looted shops and those vacated
by the panic-stricken Chulias, have been
now acquired and reopened by enter-
prising Burmans. . =

New Burma

Let those who have still faith in the
theory of religious and communal conflict
read what New Bwrma the Burmese
owned English journal said—* Burma is
now on her feet. Ngo Shwe Phi (author
of the offensive booklet which was
immediately responsible for the out-
break) is a beacon that signals the first
sign of economic nationalism that can
be, if properly guided, a road towards
economic socialism in Burma.’”

The attitude of the Burmans can be

~ best understood from the following ex-

tracts from a leading article in the New
Burma  of 14-8-38, headed ‘Buy Bur-
mese ’ (this heading is not quite correct

~since hardly any Burmese goods are sold

bcurgeoisie of
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in the mar except the handicraft

products like lacquer-ware; wood-carving,
ivory work, hand-woven cloth etc.) :—

= 3 %
¢“The pursuit of commercial careers

- by Burmans is the only means at their
- disposal to bring about the economic
- regeneration of the country. Foreign

exploitation has reduced the sons of the

- 80il to hewers of wood and drawers of

water—the *exporting’ industries are
corifined to rice, timber, cil and minerals
and as all know they are monopolies, in
the hands of European trusts and com-
panies. Our daily articles of necessities
are supplied by foreign manufacturers.
The whole sale as well as retail business
in these articles -and goods is in the
hands of foreign merchants,— British,
Japanese, Chinege, Indians.—The average
annual value-of our imports comes to
something near Rs. 20 crores—half of
this amount may be said to be the cost
of Government stores and machinery
imported and of similar goods imported
by European merchants, The other half
is therefore the price paid by the sons
of the soil,—The needs of the Burmans
should therefore naturally be cacred by
Burman traders.”’

In the face of this clear evidence, to
declare that the riots were due to anti-
muslim feelings caused by the booklet
of Nga Shwe Phi, is like saying that the
murder at Sarajevo was the cause of the
imperialist war of 1914. But the ostrich
will always try to hide itself by poking
its ‘head in the sand.

It is high time the Indians have a
correct understanding of the situation
and realise that they should not live as
an army of occupation in the commercial
field of Burma with the only idea of
making a pile in Burma but they should
live amicably with Burmans and stand
shoulder to shoulder in their fight for
freedom. It is a tragedy that instead of
organising properly anti-imperialist lines
the Burmans should dissipate their
energies in sporadic clashes and stray
fighting with Indians who are themselves
in their own country fighting British
Imperialism.
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“include those among

~ are fortunate enough to
er how to sign their names.

know the

© pride of the

re cub off from the world.
f the villages are more than
fifty miles off from the nearest sta-
‘tion. Few village people have ever seen
g-lpqstzn'a.!; in their life. Most of the
'vi»egége_s.re,eeive;, their post a dayina

"hese people are denied the means to

sommunicate with their_ other fellow

beings with whom their life is indissolu-

bly life bound up with innumerable

ties, - They are denicd the prerecquisites

.~ 1o eomprehend the laws that govern their
~ life. 3 2

: Sl j.S‘fanflayd of ﬁving

thatched over with leaves or grass. A

~ door or two provide the only inlet for -

- the air' a.pdl li/ghf ‘to come-in.
= There are no rooms partitioned in the
- hut. The whole space serves as the
sitting-room, kitchen and the store-room,
and a stable for cattles at times.

' A few mats, a wooden-box for clothes,
“earthenware, a few metal ware, and a
- cof, are all their earthly possessions.
They are huddled together with cattle
in the same narrow hut., = Their ‘houses
would stink on an entrance. The dingy
dung is the veritable breeding-bed for
mosquitoes who swarm their houses day
and night. 3t
| : - Their Diet

~ Rice and Jowar form thel:r staple f&od,

?_;;‘In ‘the morning they have breakfast or

rather a meal of jowar loaf and ~tar§1y

~ some vegetables or pulses.  * =
 They prepare Bhadka a kind of soup
iftle: Tice boiled |

o with salt and chillies. At night they

~who can be

chool is an excep-

in objet of esteem and
S " celebration.

:'They live in huts made of mud

. -the

‘plenty - of water

again have a loaf with some pulses.

~ Rice and dal is a luxury to be reserved

_for the entertainment of a guest.

- Few of their chiliteen have ever tasted

milk, curd, or ghee.

~ The want of nutritive elements in
their diet is made up by meat, or eggs.
chickens and fowl, which they occasio-
nally feast upon when there is any
During the monscon they
add fish to their food.

- Of late a certain section guided by

false  ideas of Reforms and Reli-
gious beliefs have considered meat
diet prohibitory. This section unfortu-
nately abstain from fish diet and
‘thus famish themselves of the only
nufrition at present available to them.

- Tea has pushed its head here ‘too.
Many take it as a substitute for break-
fast or along with it. They prepare a
vessel full of decoction—since milk is not
available to them—and they freely share,

- old and young.

The. onslaught of foreign capital has
‘not left even these remotest villages
untouched. Japanese  piece-goods,
umbrellas, sugar, tea, kerosene, hurricane
lamp, tin-boxes, toys of tin, slate, pen,
pencil, paper, post-card have invaded
Chinese. Wall of self-sufficient
economy and self-satisfied life intruded
their homes.

Social Customs -

Several castes comprise Raniparaj.
Most of them inter-dine but not inter-
marry. Of late, certain'reformist section
well-advanced, have formed almost an
exclussive caste of their own, who though
drawn from several ones have their
inter-relationships more closely tied.

The girl has a free choice of her
‘husband. Their parents assist her in
the choice, but the approval of the girl
is decisive and final. = The would-be-
bridegroom has to incur expenses of
about Rs. 200: He presents clothes to
his bride. He has to give a caste dinner
to his caste-people and relatives. There

is a queer custom among these people

for the bride goes with her men to the



‘and maintain his fa

the bond with the fathe:

of his choice to wor

the girl. He stays as an ordinary me!
ber of the family of his fathe y
he tloes not receive any pa;

nor any share in the produe
maintenance. He is allowed to sepa
_after the period of the bond is over. H
is not given anything for his work when
he seperates. SR :

A rich father of several girls has 1 5
‘khandhadias’ in his house for their
labour is a source of profit to him.

Raniparaj men are not strictly mono-
gamous. Rich men at times marry more
than one wife and keep them all together.
Polygamy to rich husbands is a source
of profit since it commauds for him
additional cheap labour. .

These systems of ‘Khandhadias’ and
‘polygamy’ are but the forms of slavery
however guised in patriarchical relation .
ships. T s

Religious Beliefs

The mass of Raniparaj worship innu-
merable ereations ‘of nature, like the
crocodiles, the fishes, and the serpents.
It would not be a rare sight to come
across their wooden dummies fixed up
in the ground with feathers and bones
and horns scattered round about. Any
disease, death or a calamity is the wrath
of the presiding deity consequent upon
the failure on their part to offer certain
sacrifices. They invoke in such times
the help of the presiding deity and swea




“have realised how primitive and poor
3 by is. In them has grown
er life.

ik - such youths had participated
in-the "national struggle with the hope
_ that it would emancipate their commu-

- nity and lead them to the promised land.

They have very imperceptibly realised
the class forces that control the move-
ment. They haveé seen that the big
- Khatedars have profited of the move-
_ment the enhancement of their revenue.
“These youths have realised that the
Sahukar - Zamindar have enslaved them

- to the land whoss masters they were.

They had put their thumb on the cause
that made for their ruin. They had
known the technique of collective resis-

- tance whose proved efficiency inpired
confidence in them,

‘These new youths are 'ce‘aaelessly,'

- spreading the new gospel of resistance

_against the robbery of the Sahukar-
Zamindars. They have raised The
Storm-centre of the Kisan Movement
_in Gujarat. A :

This new youth is the hope of their
emanicipation.

II
Prodpctioh for Market

- As stated previously these Raniparajs
were the masters of the soil. Railways

- piercing this interior constructed for

timber traffic, became a link that chained
these people with the world. They
‘began to produce for market instead of
use and release production out of their
hands. The increasing pressure on land,

- the precipitous fall of prices were forcing *

their heads down. The subdivided frag-
ments could not feed the peasant and his
family. He ate up the livestock, the
implements and his lands, The more he

| ate these up, the more hungry he grew.

- operative
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“.‘-"7 ' Snlllukari: Robbery

~ The new market had attracted quite a
host of Banias, Anawils, Bohras. and
Parsi Sahukars, These benevolent
people are ever ready to help the needy!
They were .ready with their snares
spread. The peasant needed credit. He
went knowing that he was offering
himself in the clutches of a tiger.

These Sahukars lent freely, of course,
secure on the peasant’s land. In these
ignorant, illiterate, simple hearted, pri-
mitive, loyal peasants of Raniparaj,
these hungry pack of wolves found easy
victims.

They would deduct all sorts of levies
and the claims their caprice would
dictate. The purse has to be untied.
That becomes a charge. They would
deduct the commission.. They would
deduct the interest. The peasant-debtor
receives half the sum for which he signs
the bond.

All sorts of frauds are devised that his
ingenious brain could conceive of. Pay-
ments of interests are not entered. Even
if these levies and extra-levies, lies and
frauds would not drain off the treasure
“of the peasant he would resort to forgery.
Documents are forged. Lands mortgag-
ed, would turn out into those already

_sold.

I am citing below glaring instances
of how the debts continue to swell up.
The poor peasant cannot keep pace and
is overbeaten, defeated and cast down.

(1) Somia Dhedia of Parawat (Mandwi,
Surat Dt.) borrowed 10 seers of jowar
from a Parsi Sahukar who extorted
Rs. 60, still he demands Rs. 40.

(2) Devia. Meraka (of Parwat) got
10 seers of toddy from a Parsi-licence
holder who after three years demanded
Rs. 28 and expropriated his land in
return,

(8) Rayalo Taglo of Parwat owed some
rupees to the Secretary of the co-
society who allowed him
Rs. 50 from the co-operative society and
realised his own. He took some of the
peasant’s land in  reward for his
obligation.



table. The land cultivated on hir
these peasants will be approximate|
lands held by these Zamindars. O:

It will be seen here that
half of the peasants do not possess
land of  their own. The -cultivatin
peasants, in all, possess less than half of
the total land of the village, for the oth
half has accumulated in the hands
absentee Sa.hukar-Za.mmdars

Before we finish the topzc of mdeb
ness we would like to draw reade;
attention to the fact that half &
number of debtors have not been abl
to return any land of their own whos
debts constitute half of the total,

. Scaling down, Mortgage Bank .and ‘Z_

the rest of the measures would not,
be of any use to such a group of
debtors who form by itself ala.rge 1um.
ber of insolvents.

Incidence of the debt 'ﬁu.tﬁe
greatest with those who have




 His EXPENDITURE

£ Rs. A ».

1 3 2 205 5070

0 Sowing tﬂlaga before sowing 22 0 0

0 Transplanting of paddy 4 8 -0

- Tillage for Rabi crops - S

~ Tillage Gotbon i & 16 0 - 0

~ Weeding - 117 1
Threshmg Rlce, pulses and

- wheat G130

- Picking of cotton 42200

-0 Removal of stalks 4 0. 0

; arketmg of cotton 4 0 0

Total expenditure 456" 0
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