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“A most thrilling pathetic novel wrought out from the
imagination of the authoress from out of a real event: She
excels even Mrs Henry Wood in exhibiting the common
place events ADVERSITY 1S THE TOUCHS FONE OF
TRUE CHIARACTER. This has been well personified in’
the person of SANTHA the unlucky, the eldest born of
Mirasdar Shanmugam, whose unexampled patience and
fortitude in all her sufferings, being hated by her parents,
hated by her own born younger sister SELVAMANI,
driven to desperation when her husband deserted her and
when her son ACHUTHAN was foully murdered by her
sister so that he may not become a stumbling block at any
time for her father’s property which was viciously made at
her wily machinations to devolve upon her, are innumer-
able, but they are only common place :in our society.
Santha’s patience and untiring zeal in bringing up the
daughter SUCHEELA in the paths of rectitude were
rewarded in the end. The all seeing Providence had an
eye on the helpless Santha. Her sufferings reached a
ciimax when she & her daughter wer thrown into prison
for the alleged murder of i1Selvamani’s daughter ROJA, and
when the Court passed a conviction order to hang the
daughter till she is dead and transport the mother Santha
for life The very Judge who passed the order felt the
inequity of the order he had to pass by virtne of the penal
law of the country which is defective in every way as it gives
room for innocents to suffer and the guilty to go scot-free,
resigns his job, works with a detective and finds out the
real culprits and brings them to book, Santha and her
daughter of excellent breeding are mightily rewarded and

her sufferings fly away like sn w flakes before the sumn,
from the moment of her release.

The sister Selvamani indalged ' in all the vices which ;
have been graphically desecribed and her day of retribution

came when she least expected it and when she became
cocksure of her own position.... ... X

Dindigu!l -R  Raghunathachariar.
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