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s . Swrsymurt
(1852-1925)
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Sir. Pitty Theyagarayar
(1852-1925)

Sir. Pitty Theyagarayar was born at Egathur near
Chennai on 27th April, 1852. He took his B.A. degree in
1873 from the Presidency College, Madras. Later he
entered public life and served as a member of the Madras
Municipal Corporation for 40 years since 1882. He
supported improved methods of weaving and strongly
pleaded for Government help and encouragement to
handloom and other cottage industries. Then from civic
side he moved on to provincial politics and was elected to

the Madras Legislative Council in 1910.

His active participation in the promotion of
commetcial activities led him to establish the South Indian
Chamber of Commetce of which he was the Chairman
from 1910 to 1921. He started his political career as an
ardent supporter of Congress. He started the Non-
Brahmin Movement and the Justice Party and released
the manifesto on 20th November 1916 which created a

lot of sensation.

In 1920 the Justice Party got a decisive majority in
the Legislative Council. He was invited by Lord Wellington
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the then Governor to be a responsible member of the
new ministry, but he declined the invitation. He was
elected as Chairman, Chennai Municipality in 1920 and
held that post until 1923.

In appreciation of his selfless services to the people
the Government honoured him with the title of ‘Rao
Bahadur’ in 1909. He was also conferred with the title
“Diwan Bahadur” in 1918 and “Sir” in 1920.

He who set an example of selfless, courageous,
honest and honourable service in the public life passed
away on April 28th 1925 at the age of 73. Theagaraya

Nagar, an area in Chennai was named in memory of him.

A statue of Sir. Pitty Theyagarayar has been erected
in front of Chennai Corporation Office and an auditorium

constructed in Theagaraya Nagar has been named after
him.
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Dr.C.NATESAN
(1875-1937)

Dr.C.Natesan, hailed as the Father of the Dravidian
movement was born in Triplicane, Madras in the year
1875.

His father was Krishanaswamy Mudaliar. In the
beginning he had education in a school conducted by
a teacher on the raised platform of his house itself.
Later on he studied in primary school to college and

became a graduate.

Subsequently he studied in Medical College, received

degree and was an outstanding medical practitioner.

He was very sympathetic to poor and downtrodden.
He gave them treatment without getting any fees. But

he received fees for treatment from the rich.

Before engaging himself in medical profession, he
worked as lecturer in Pithapuram Maharaja College
and later as Dubasha in Gordon Woodrof Company
which was very famous then. As these jobs did not
provide him mental satisfaction, he undertook medical

profession and became popular and rich.
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Dr.Natesan and the Dravidian Movement

*

Some employees of the Revenue department and
some other departments who suffered ill treatment
from higher caste people founded “The Madras

United League” and Dr.Natesan became its secretary.

In the vear 1912, Madras Dravidar Sangam (The
Madras Dravidian Association) was founded by him.

The outstanding performance of the

Dravidar Sangam

*

He conducted classes for senior citizens in the evening
hours with the help of government employees and

teachers and imparted education to the uneducated.

In those days people other than those belonging to
higher castes could not go to and sit and eat in hotels
run by higher caste members. Due to this, students
who came to Madras for higher education suffered
much. In order to alleviate their sufferings he started
a hostel in the name of ‘Dravidian Association Hostel
in June 1916. Collecting a small amount from those

who could afford Dr.Natesan personally supervised

12



the hostel providing place of stay and food free of

cost to students from poor and downtrodden families.

* The Dravidar Sangam frequently organized meeting
and scholars like Sir Pitty. Theyagarayar, Dr. T.M.Nair,
1.D.Samikannu, Thiru. Vi.Ka. and Singaravelar
delivered brilliant speeches in them. Even Dr.Annie
Besant, who in the later days became politically against
this movement, spoke in this Sangam on 30.10.1914.

* Such speeches slowly eradicated Theyagarayar’s
attachment to religion. Such instances led many to
acclaim Dr.Natesan as the father of the Justice Party

and the ‘Dravidar Sangam’ his offspring.
Municipal works of Natesan

* While he was a member of the Madras Municipal
Council, he opposed and prevented the decision of
the Municipal Council to dump garbage near the
residence of Scheduled caste people living in the

perip'hery of the town.
Interest in the welfare of workers

% He involved himself in trade union activities of Thiru

V.Kalyana Sundaranar for the welfare of workers.
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Justice Party

* As per the wish of Dr.Natesan for uplifting poor,
downtrodden and oppressed communities, a political
party called ‘South Indian Welfare Society’ was found
on November 20, 1916 with the co-operation of
Theyagarayar and T.M. Nair. Later on it acquired the
name ‘Justice Party’ and carved a niche for itself in

history.

* In the governments of the Justice Party formed
subsequently various important legislations like Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments Act and the
Legislation for abolishing devadasi system were
enacted greatly benefiting the people of Tamil Nadu.

Dr.Natesan paved away for such glories.

*  Dr.Natesan is hailed as a great man with profuse love
and virtues. His rational thoughts opened the eyes of
the ideologically blind and brought all those who were
in the dark to light. He was the symbol of labour and
tirelessly worked for developing the Justice Party and
was responsible for the awakening of the Dravidian

people, Dr.Natesan passed away on 18.2.1937.

14



LT&LI. lg.6TLD. BT
(1868-1919)

SMTEUTES LOMG6L6HT BTILIT 6T60T Lg.6TLD. EmWT Gasem LomBlevtd,
CamfleCsn® Gar@meaifle 1868 oy gy meoreuiflé
Ariussr 15g40 BreT &. sRISTeT Hrwi- &storilefl Sy|Lbiom

Sy EHCumfetr waeTTal NimBHT.

garg usTeflssnalmw urnssT gaid Yaflmad
saaleiw Qasrens LMHE Shamufad yeds), g el
(& 607 6m 6T LEHSSIUSE seoariflulled uulearn),
Setreor 189410 Quetor® @rhuleomhSleieirer oTig 6T LG
LR smaGS eSS arb.0.H.h b Ysiflme ulLb
Quipmi. 18965y IR STG, CPHES LLHMID Q&meuoTemL
CrmiisEpéaar Amiy HHEmemwl Liglemu Moy L evfled

Qubny, oG @sTLIUTET eTb.lp UL SMBSIWD eTigTLGTT

15



LBU&EmeS SYSSSR QubTT. Lmere) UGS LomesmeurT
Qusssdn rEUL@ ubGaum Gurmiyseafl® vswilwumnhmf
wmewreli  sn L snlfler Seomoaurrsan  QEwskul Lm.
‘st omienw’ usSHiflGmauilar ublurdifluie sl
RHEUTTERLD STt Gawsomemaead Lsssfiummy), @evssor_sofleb
2 6Tem @HEWT SYP&ESHeT Glenemssmevsur CuTETm L
Qurpiyseer ulSg GuTsE Comanis g FHUGGHS
Qametormi. 1897 gy oyemor(h Qasmemen Hlpod, yEmrefe
soadnhs  LEGSGMISND  eHuITSS  Hepbsmi.
fHés domw Hmiefu epaiflsd &, N 1. Hursrmut whmid
LASLI. &. BOLgermi oy HCWTGL 6T LTSI 1g.6TD. HmLIF
TS EHLD RHeut Terug GNUINLS55588. BHé 6. dure
BLSSULLG euhg “Justice” erettm gyl mmeflguflesr
uSiurdiflurTse)d @\mHS.

Yoo 2 mslGurflar Kear eflemearaures, @midlomks
UTTTEBLETDSHle QEEHLTSEHESTET YMLESTTS BHES
LTesTGL & ClELbsivs>CUTT(H @IESIL &S EhEE ST Fhurs
Sifls Hflerr auphis Gausm@ sared, @hHurelns
drglbigssion o 8 gaflisa Qrdnrig Currdsr o
UGSHITE @& SMD sTamald HYN&Eme gsitemnn @rhidlg

UTTERLGTMSSSIT (63T sHEUSSTT. LomettrGL (& Semeusminufisumenr

16



GuOamsty 24121917 gty @hHurelhE ksl
Cud@Mi’ L oféme amar @héiu ojréluceudaaflsm
smsHmars Cal Lilisg. uobum Iréus sldsEn
GUNDHG hemg swmsgismeT AueliuGsder. dss ),
Guane oMss sag yMsmeufe UeamfluilL kst
B ps5E0 QaiuiuGnCuTg Hifaursid 2 stafl L SmeTsgidH
gimpsafigid au@lyarill Ardhdsan IjplumLuio

Qe Coustar(Bid sTemr @B L Sl

16.8.1918 ggpamayfle) HemL GLbm FH&e SufNsT LTETL g6
&it. erig.LigTeofTQFeoauD eurtaefler (PLDHELTED LTSLIT 1p.6TiD.
mwit gemausmLouleomen TEBSssT @peflstr Liieword o eogiGLmT
BLbG Qarsmynhs srrarssnd gL liulGuGumsrs.
YR LTSLI. 9610, Hmwu, Erifle) Cemiée Aéme Gup
CeaustrGid et QafelSs ymiwd Quihm G)evegorL e
Qaetrmt. LTSLIT. ig. e1d. pmui HfFmes Qubm SmouL sy
rflwe CuaSHE LG JYHSES SODIWTET HemL
NESSIL LGl Spemmed oMk sir 197 LoHoID eHEL 6T QmiTd
Ary S ACIT LISLI. 19610, Brwi 158 alFésiulL SoL
Yopupng saré sar_arn 0sfalssmes QSTLibS
@rifenhg UTTTEBLETDD Sl alleéds ClsTe .
aser epowrs 2.10.1918 gun g  @hdlorhg
UM EBLosTTmESI GLisih eumilienys LTELIT lg.6Tid. LT GLHUHTH.

17



I|LGUTE Hsemas QemhaLoTs s @ Hmail_ e
o i wrd wssafldr 9L &@ WoDWTH UTHSSILGMMS
yeraflafleursgi st T(hS816 s s o1 Sulleir QameTens e
LONID SHSGISSmeT afleTdElerTi. Ig.6T0. BFMwT MleNsHs
Qaeflurenr ellersssme GCaslL Uerart “su@lysumfll
IrEHHSSISSIL 60T Snlgll Qréliued FTHmSSLD St Cepemou”
STETUNS @RIoTHg UTTTERLETDL 658608 g.
@Eblse], LTSLI. .67, BT g&aflserosn gemsg &l srer

2 eoTieUsmSLI GLISLIAUT sTeTUMSL LemmETHmISmE.

QFsuLGHH, wramtLE Osbsburi® eellar
Sf&eme @ridlerhgl UTTTEGLaETmSSsr @ememrl QuTgs
Guellsr wer glelinsTs maussiulLg.  Aereri
fosas il Nrdifidser @uwame @hidamdnEs s
@l Gurgls  GuelLear  efurdés  amur®&sT
Qeiwiu e, gergemiw Grmisumiliu’ L 2 1 sflsmevsmuwun
Qur@Lu@sgmosd Ardhdest Guealar oCr oy ey 6
@ pemwre @t QeeTn GuTgg), 1919 gyb
Qperh POme 17 gyl wmeT s Temey  @evevorL eaflsd

SHITEULOTEBTITIT.

RO&sIu_GLmfler 2 wiaSsrear Qamgulemesr S|FESTSH )

glmgaaflgid Brigstr @aiQaurm epsmoulain shplnaugsgeut

18



LT&LIT tg.61id. Bmwit. oyesreormifledr Sl aufsm_ (s Hnb
semeasLouflsir S EHée  Afle eflanrauer aUETTES SetoTL g
SO&sIL.EH amiepiewrs B\HbS oo’ Gamusl E1d L&EemaT
o156 Aufsr QemeTens &6l migger. BHssl Sullarm
su@Lieumill mnﬁﬁﬁggmgg‘;@&,n& BLSSILL L Gamiaflem
Cumym_ LD glewnlleyf&e STSHEmeLLITS LE&ESGS0 QuISeiu

CoustoTip Ll QRETMT(SLD.

19



Dr. T.M. NAIR
(1868-1919)

“Taravath Madhavan Nair” alias “T.M. Nait’ was born
on 15 January 1868 at Koduvayur in Kozhikode district

in the state of Kerala.

His father was Sankaran Nair and mother Kannmini

Amma:

He was called by one and all shortly as T.M. Nair
denoting “Tatavath’ Madhavan Niar, “Taravath’ being
his family name. He had his school education at
Palghat and completed M.A. higher studies in
Presidency College, Madras.

He studied in Madras Medical College for some time
and later in 1894 obtained the degree of M.A., Ch.B.
in Edinburgh, UK. In 1896, he also obtained a MD
degtee at Edinburgh. Specialising in the treatment
of Ear, Nose and Throat diseases at Brighton, he
received special training for treatment of these

diseases in Paris.
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During his student days he was involved in students’
movements. He was involved in public service by
taking up various responsibilities like Secretary of the
students’ union, one of the editors of a journal called
‘University Student’ and Secretary and later Vice-

President of Indians’ Association in London.

He returned to the mothetland in 1887 and was one

of the best doctors at the time.

Dr.Nair was one of the triumvirate along with Sir.
Pitty Theyagarayar and Dr.Natesan who founded the

Justice Party.

He was also the editor of the English newspaper
Justice’, run by the Justice Party.

Post - World War Political Reforms

In the aftermath of the First Wotld War, the Ministers
for India, Montague and Chelmsford placed a report
in the British Parliament, stating that the people of
India would be given more powers in politics and India
would be given representative rule as a part of British

empire.

ST
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A committee led by Montague came to India on
24.12.1917 to elicit the views of Indian Politicians on
the repott.

Various political parties expressed their views before

the committee.

In the reports submitted by the Justice Party it was
stated that reservation of posts should be made on
the basis of communal representation in all

departments, including administration.

But the conference of the Justice Party held on
16.8.1918 at Thanjavur on the efforts taken by Sir.
AT. Panneer Selvam decided to send a delegation led
by Dr.Nair to London to press for the need for
communal representation. But the journey of the
delegation was prohibited due to the on-going wotld

war then.

But Nair went to London obtaining permission stating

that he was going there to get treatment for diabetes,

Nair was strictly prohibited from discussing politics
there till he returned after getting treatment. But the
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British Parliament removed the condition following
the condemnation by Lord Lamington and Lord Syden
ham that the condition imposed on Nair was improper.
As a result Dr.Nair got an opportunity to speak in the
British Parliament on October 2, 1918. When he
showed with statistics that the Dravidian people, who
owned the land, would be terribly affected by the
domination of higher caste people and explained the

priciples and concepts of the Justice Party.

On hearing the clear explanation given by Dr.. Nair,
the British Parliament conceded that political reform

with communal representation was needed.

This showed that Dr. Nair was fearless and did not

hesitate to speak out what he felt was just.

At this stage, the report of Montague-Chelmsford
committee was placed for study by the joint common
committee of the British Parliament. Arrangements
were made for a delegation of the Justice Party to go
to Britain to discuss with that joint common

committee.
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* Leaving for London for a second time in a year in
that delegation unmindful of his illhealth, Dr.Nair
passed away in the early hours in July 17, 1919 in

London.

*  Dr.Nair unfutled the flag of uprising of the oppressed
in all directions and nook and corner of the country.
Under his able guidance and leadership the Justice
Party registered a very fast progress. Its principles

attracted the minds of millions of voiceless people.

* The untiring struggle conducted by the Justice Party
for the cause of communal representation was a heroic

legend.
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