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BLESSINGS
. FROM NATARAJAN’S OLD TEACHER

I am dehghted beyond measure to hear that Chiranjivi
V. Natarajan, who, in his teens, was a delicate-looking boy, s'h\‘
and sensitive, and highly intelligent though seemingly indolent,
and who, after entering life, did more than 30 vears™ sincere and
mu.ch applauded service as teacher. inspector and author, and
retired from Government service some years ago, will be com-
pleting 60 years on the 11th of next month, and his Shashtiabda-
poorthi is to be celebrated on that day not only by his sons and
daughters but also by a committee ol his friends and old students
with no less a person than Sri Kuruvilla Jacob, a distinguished
educationist, as its Chairman. I am really proud of this old
student of mine ! and I am very grateful to Providence for being
alive to attend the happy function. My heartiest love and
blessings to Chiranjivi Natarajan ! May he live for many more
years | May he be blessed with good health, peace and happiness
in his old age! May there be no“diminution of his mental vigour
and may he be enabled to make his valuable contribution to the

educational reconstruction in our state.

4, Prakasam Road,
Thyagarayanagar, V. KOTHANDARAMAN.

20th August, 1955.



Chettinad House, Adyar,
Rajah Annamalaipuram P.O.
Madras-28.

30th August, 1955.
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:\T’vzﬁf very happy to know that Sri V. Nataraja Iyer, Aﬁly
revered teacher, will be completing his 60th vear and that the
Shashtiabdapoorthi celebrations will take place on the 11th Sep-
tember next. which I am very much hoping to attend. All his life
he has lived a teacher's life, imbibed with a real spirit of learning
and culture. He was an efficient teacher and a successful Head-
master. Later in the Government Educational Services he
distinguished himself and became Divisional Inspector of Schools
and discharged his duties with conspicuous ability. He belicves
in the best and old tradition methods and also he is quite alive
to modern changing conditions. In recent yvears he has specialised
In writing books in Tamil antl his books have become very
popular. He is a good Organiser which quality has helped him
1o attain success in all his endeavours.

I congratulate Mr. Nataraja Iyer and Mrs. Nataraja Iyer on

the happy cecasion and wish them both long life. all happiness
and prosperity.

3 - M. A. MUTHIAH CHETTIAR.



Sri V. NATARAJAN
- A Short Sketch of his Life

By
Srr C. D. SUBRAHMANYA CHETTI. ...
Retired Députy Director of Public Instruction. Madras.

It is with much pleasure that I respond to the request of the
organizers of the committee to celebrate the Shashtiabdapoortht
of my esteemed friend Sri V. Natarajan. We began oyr acquaint-
ance alfost soon after we both joined the department-—an
acquaintance which soon ripened into friendship. The striking
feature of his work is its creative aspect, a feature which is not
quite so prominent in the work of so many of his co-workers.
Indeed it is not an aspect that makes for your advancement in a
department where to look wise is to be wise. If, in spite of this,
Sri Natarajan did rise to a high position in the department. it is
essentially a tribute to the high order of work turned out by him
during a long period of service in the department. The life of
such a personality is therefore bound to be of significant interest
- to those working in the field of Education. I need not, therefore.
make any apology for writing this short sketch of my old colleague.

Natarajan was born on the 15th August, 1895. in Coimbatore.
Having lost his parents, both father and mother, in 1900, the voung
boy had to put up with all the misery and hardship attendant upon
an orphan’s lite. He started his schooling in 1901 at Tittagudi
under the guardianship of his uncle, the late V. S. Visvanathaiyvar
(afterwards District Registrar), who was one of those who firmly
relied on the efficacy of an iron discipline and severe punishment.
Though brilliant at school. the boy grew up to be unusually sensi-
tive and very imaginative.

After his S.S.L.C. in 1911 from the Tiruvarur Board High
School, he joined the Madras Christian College. He had to find
sufficient money for books and fees. He made manuscript copies
of some text-books and he undertook private tuitions to earn a
few rupees every month. Luckily another uncle of his. Sri R. V.
Subramanya Iyer (father of Sister R. S. Subbalakshmi Ammal)
took the boy under his kind protection. He was lucky also in
coming under the loving sympathy of Dr. Skinner. the Principal,
who secured for him a scholarship from the Madras Poor Boys’
Fund, (organized by the late Rao Saheb C. Ramaswami Ayyangar,
the beloved “ Ramu ”, the founder of the Ramakrishna Mission
Students’ Home).
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After graduating in 1915, Natarajan went to Mangalore and
worked as a teacher for two years in the Basel Mission High
School. Here he found ample scope for his native talents, He
felt he was called to the teaching profession and in his work he
discovered the great truth that it was not mere discipline and
punishment that helped bhut comradeship and love. It was
Mr. J. A. Yates (then Inspector of Schools) who found in him a
most remarkable and excellent teacher. * Natarajan has developed
a really good method of his own (or is it freedom from methods?).”
Natarajan widened the course in History and Geography to
include some civics and economics. Thus he foresaw, nearly forty
years ago, the necessity for unifying the subjects to form one
unit. Mr. Yates was greatly impressed with the students’ exer-
cises and he remarked in his reports that he had not seen exercises
of such kind done so well anywhere else. Indeed he went to the
extent of keeping two or three essays for their excellence.

Having chosen the teaching profession Natarajan underwent
LT training in 1917-18. Here again he was easily in the front
rank. That was indeed a memorable year. For it was the time
when the natural urge of Swaraj was swaying the youth.
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Tilak, Khaparde, Sir P. C. Ray and other
national leaders visited Madras. Sincere and bold in his convic-
tion, thoroughly unconventional in his methods, Natarajan came
under the displeasure of official routine. As Secretary of the
Teachers’ College Association he invited Mrs. Naidu to address
the teachers. He had even requested the Governor of Madras to
give the valedictory address to the out-going teachers, who will
be the architects of the nation. Young Natarajan was considered

as a revolutionary and the elders of the profession felt he had to

be tamed and tuned to conventional routine. Yet they could not
withhold their admiration and appreciation of the boldness of his
methods and the strikingly original manner of his approach to
cla_sm"oom problems. His maps, visual history charts, roll of time,
relief maps, globes, were commended by the distinguished visitors,
notable among whom were Sir Michael Sadler, Sir Asutosh
Mukerjee and Prof. Ramsay Muir. Professor Muir, a keen friend
of every good worker, mentioned about the work of Natarajan to
Prof. M. A. Candeth of the Presidency College and he also wrote
to Sir Henry Stone, the then Director of Public Instruction. Sir
Hepry was pleased to give a recommendatory note to publishers
praising the charts and diagrams of Natarajan and asked him to
make money out of his ideas. Though he got a first class in L.T.
and though eminent educationists commended his work Natarajan

Wwas keenly disappointed as he could not get a good enough start
In the Educational Department;
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After his training he worked as a teacher in the C. R. C. High
School, Purasawakum. He had already married in 1915 and the
couple now lived in Egmore. He participated in all youth orga-
nizations. He started a Scout troop. He began a ** Boys’ Own”
Magazine and in that connection interviewed Mr. Littlehailes
(then D.P.1) for Government subsidy. It was one of those fateful
chances in life which brought him into Government service. For
two years he worked in the Government Madrasa-i-azam. Here
he started the first Muslim Scout troop. His efforts for the unifi-
cation of the two scout organizations then in Madras were
successful. In . 1920, the two associations, the Indian Boy Scouts
(started by Dr. Annie Besant) and the Boy Scouts of India
(started by the Madras Government), were amalgar‘nated‘ The
late Sir P. S. Sivaswami Ayyar warmly appreciated the eflforls
of Natarajan in this work of unification.

In 1923 Natarajan was in the Tiruvarur Training School
Though a Government School, it was worked in quite a new
homely atmosphere that it was almost like the Gurukula of
ancient days. I was then the D.E.O. in Tanjore and having been
acquainted with him previously, I spent a very happy evening
in going through the collection of maps and charts. Then we
developed the idea of a District Educational Exhibition. It was
a three days’ affair in which the whole district took part, and a
special room was given to Natarajan. His cartoons and drawings
were exhibited in the reception pandal. A gold medal and several
merit certificates were awarded to him. One of his historical play-
lets (Sengamaldas) was enacted by the school children on the
closing day.

Natarajan helped in framing a new syllabus for Elementary
schools, giving more prominence to local customs and (raditions,
and biographies of national heroes. He himself helped in the
production of a new type of readers—“the Balabhodini”—
introducing popular ballads and historical playlets. He was in
fact a pioneer in this new line.

' Ii is not unusual to find an enthusiast getting very soon dis-
illusioned in Government service, where departmental routine and
rgd tape had to be strictly adhered to. Natarajan had to mark
time at Rs. 100 for years. He was transferred from one place to
another, to Rajahmundry, Tindivanam, Cuddalore, Mayavaram.
At last he found himself in Salem for several years. Quicker
promotions were not to be had and it was too late in life to quit
Government Service. Natarajan quietly accepted the inevitable
and ten years of service were over,
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In Salem where he spent many years, he learnt to forget all
official worries and began to concentrate once again on improving
the technique of the art of teaching. In due course he won the
warm praise and appreciation of fellow teachers who looked for
guidance in the art. From 1935 onwards, almost every term, his
services were requisitioned by various Teachers’ Organisations to
conduct refresher courses for teachers. In Salem, Coimbatore
and Nilgiris districts, in several Taluk centres, he.participated in
conferences. exhibitions. and demonstration lessons. He wrote
several books. particularly a new series of Tamil Readers
" Bharathi Vachakam "— and this pointed the way to innumerable
authors and publishers towards producing more of such books.

r

Though a lone worker. conducting his own line of experiment
and research, he was able to give a new and vigorous lead in the
planning of various tests—Intelligence, Aptitude and Achieve-
ment. He studied environmental effect and behaviour pattern.
At one of the conferences in Coimbatore when he explained the

results of some of his experiments, Mr. C.

M. Ramachandran
Chettiar

(then President of the District Educational Council)
was so much impressed that he specially invited Mr. R. M. Statham
(then D.P.1) to listen to Natarajan’s lecture.

In 1940 promotion came in his way and Natarajan w
moted as a District Educational Officer. He served as D.E.O. in
Coimbatore, Chittoor. Vellore. Salem. Bellary, Malabar (North
and South) and then in Madras City. Though. as an inspecting
officer he could get no time for continuing his research work, he
had at least ample opportunities, in almost all the schools he
visited. of demonstrating some of the new ways of teaching
technique. His special contribution was in suggesting easv and

practical ways to meet the various difficulties in daily classroom

as pro-

procedure. He encouraged team work and discussion groups
among students. He demonstrated reading tests and showed how
tl

¢ average reading speed could be greatly improved.

In 1947 he acted as Deputy Director for a shor

t period and
then he served as Divisional Insp

: : ector of Schools, Coimbatore, till
his retirement. He did not request for re-employment as Divi-

sional Inspector but in April 1950 went on four months leave
preparatory to retirement. Natarajan settled in Gandhinagar
and after two years of impaired health he has happily now resumed
his usual active habits, He is devoting much of his time to work
In- connection with the South India Teachers’ Union, writing
useful articles regularly every month for the monthly Journal
B_alm' Kalri. Recently the public of the locality have entrusted
thm with the correspondentship of the Gandhinagar School which
Natarajan hopes to build up into an excellent High School,
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Natarajan married in 1915. His wife has been his partner and
co-worker in many of the social activities. They have travelled
almost every year during the summer holidays visiting most of
the important places in India. She has accompanied him in most
of his official tours and travels. Mrs. Natarajan’s work in the cause
of education and social welfare in the Bellary district was grate-
fully acknowledged by Dr. R. Naganna Gowda, President of the
District Board..

They have two sons and two daughters. The daughters are
happily married and they are living with their hushands in
Bombay and Belgaum. His first son is in the Union Services
{Madras), and his second son N. Krishnan, who had a most brilliant
college career, got the first rank in the I.A.S. competitive examina-
tion in 1951. He is now in the Indian Foreign Service.

May Natarajan live for many more years !

M. J. SARGUNAM, Union High School,
Principal and Correspondent. Coimbatore,
4—8—1955.

Quite early in his career Sri V. Natarajan made a mark as a
keen educationist, social reformer and by his indefatigueable
efforts for the spread of elementary education and literacy among
adults. He worked heart and soul in the training of young
teachers both in Salem and Coimbatore districts.

He was specially noted for his spirit of camaraderie and with
his wonderful gift of fellowship with all grades of teachers he
made a great success as an administrator and as educationist. In
dealing with managements and teachers he followed his own
unique winsome ways and sought to help both and even the most
difficult problems he was able to solve by his conciliatory and
sympathetic approach. He was a great example of what Educa-
tional Officers should be and we hope and pray that he will long
continue to give his best service to society. °

M. J. SARGUNAM.



My Master

By
S. 5. NARAYANASWAMI, p.a., L.T.
(An Old Boy)

My memory ‘goes back to July 1921 when I was a student in
the Government Secondary Training School, Tiruvarur, and learnt
from my beloved and revered master Sri V. Natarajan. During
that one year of my training course, I had plenty of opportunities
to come in close contact with him. As I lived very near his
residence, I had the unique privilege of spending many hours with
him every day watching the way he worked and getting to know
many details. Being a man of unusual sympathy and extraordi-
nary kindness he was easily accessible to all. Not only at school
but also at his house his pupils gathered around him seeking his
help and guidance. Tall in person, hurhble and courteous in
manners. genial and cheerful in temperament, possessed with a
broad outlook and an intelligent grasp of any situation, he was
a source of inspiration to all of us. And we looked up to him as
an example of plain living and high thinking.

My master was a remarkable man in several respects for he
taught us not merely book-knowledge but he showed also the
way for living in a democratic society, understanding and helping
cach other. He was a veteran teacher. very careful in his expres-
sion and clear and lucid in speech. He had a genius for presenting
things in a new and picturesque way which made a lasting
Impression. We admired the ease with which he drew pictures
and maps. It was quite a natural gift with him. He could teach
any subject and I remember how the classes listened to him with
Wrapt attention. In our discussion groups he was calm and
unperturbed even when some of us spoke with impulse and
excitement. I have always felt that there can be no greater
teacher than my master Sri V. Natarajan. He stood forth as a

model teacher and it was he who imprinted in me a love for the
teaching profession. ’

His love for his students is very great indeed.
forget his kindness in re

in April 1922,
wife

How can I
sponding to my invitation for my marriage
My joy knew no bounds when he came with his
and his little daughter Uma. He came alse with a party of

my cl.assmates to the Grahapravesam in my village. He is indeed
a loving and lovable master. He has a remarkable memory and
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he has never forgotten his old students. Even after the lapse of
many years, a post-card from his pupil brings an immediate reply
from the master. He invariably sends his good wishes and bless- -
ings in reply to wedding invitations—the cards bearing some
beautiful drawing in his own inimitable manner. Often I have
felt ashamed of my failure to reply promptly to some of his letters.
It will be an amazing bit of news to many—he still preserves with
love the letters from his cld pupils.

For nearly two decades my master has laboured in the task
of training teachers in various places of the Madras State. The
teaching profession must be under a deep debt of gratitude to him
for this excellent work. I can easily sayv that there are many
thousands of his old students who are now working in various
districts, notably in Tanjore, Salem and Coimbatore. He has
shown us that it is our integrity and efficiency in work that wins
the love and the respect of the public. His own life has been an
example for all of us. He has given us independence of thought.
freedom of discussion. a sense of self-respect. straightforward
condyct and all that goes to build u» the greainess of ihis
honourable profession.

It is not for me to speak of his achievements as a District
Officer. or as the Deputy Director of Public Instruction or as a
Divisional Inspector. Suffice it to say. even in that high office he
still had his love for the teachers and he was always sympathetic.
He still remembered his old students and visited them in their
homes. It was a great honour when he visited me in Varahaneri
at Tiruchirapalli. Some years later I had a still greater honour
conferred upon me. In 1948 when I was the Secretary of the
38th Madras State Educational Conference at Tiruchirapalli my
master Sri V. Natarajan. then Divisional Inspector of Schools.
attended the Conference. On the second day at my invitation he
visited my house. I got into his car and took him to my humble
home—with him came his wife, the D.E.O., Trichy and the senior
Deputy Inspector also. It was a moment of great joyv to me. And
I felt how fortunate I'had been to have studied under such a
beloved master. the master architect of the teaching profession.

All through the vears of his service he has been a careful
student of the many complex educational problems of the day.
He has been an ardent worker in the field of educational research
and experiment. He was ready to help us with practical solutions.

] Even after retirement he has still continued his keen interest

in the progress of education and in the welfare of tecachers. Manyv

of us know that at the recent Educational Conference at Cudda-
2
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lore in May, how his views and suggestions were keenly sought
after by the delegates of all the sectional conferences. We all
" know how much we are grateful to him for his work as a member
of the Education Sub-Committee of the Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee, which gave the suggestions of Bhoodan for our village
schools, of pension and compulsory insurance for teachers.

We offer our congratulations to Sri V. Natarajan on his 61st
birthday and wish him many more happy returns of the day. Our

respectful greetings to our Guru and his Dharmapathni on this
happy occasion.

'

Coimbatore,
22nd January, 1952,

Dear Friend,

4

I am in receipt of the book— Methods of Teaching Tamil .
I find it very useful and interesting. The ways you have suggested
are excellent and I feel this methed is more practicable than what
is now being done in schools. I am thankful to vou for having
sent me this copy which I could have no opportunity to look into.
I hope the teaching staff will use the book for good and benifit.

Yours sincerely,
G. D. NAIDU.

Sri Ramakrishna Tapovanam, Tiruppalathurai,
12th November, 1952.

I am in receipt of your book ‘ Methods of Teaching Tamil ’.
It certainly bears the impress of your ripe experience and mature
wisdom. Its wealth of detail and the simple yet forceful narra-
tion are bound to make the book very popular indeed. It is really
a matter for joy that you must be making such excellent use
of your days of retirement.

You have my best wishes.

Yours in the Lord

CHIDBHAVANANDA
(Swami Chidbhavananda)



A Tribute to a Pioneer

By
Srr V. S. RATNASABAPATHY
State Secretary, Bharat Scouts and Guides, Muadras.

On this happy occasion I feel it my privilege to pay the Scouts’
homage and tribute to the very good services of Sri V. Natarajan,
a model teacher and a practical educationist.

I have known him for many years. He is one of the few old
workers now happily with us. In 1918 he started the first open
scout troop unattached to any school. In 1919 he started the first
Muslim troop in Madras. He was one of those who strove hard
for the amalgamation of the Indian Scouts started by Dr. Annie
Besant and the Boy Scouts of India sponsored by the Madras
Government. In 1920 when the Chief Scout Lord Baden Powell
visited Madras, the Associations were united. The late Sir P. S.
Sivaswamy Ayyar remarked that Mr. Natarajan’s letter had its
effect in bringing about the unification. In January this year, I
saw Sri V. K. Krishna Menon, one of our earliest Scoutmasters,
now India’s great ambassador, happily autographing one of his
pictures in Mr. Natarajan’s Scout Album.

Scouting has no politics and my friend Sri V. Natarajan has
always impressed this fact wherever he had worked. His work
in Salem is gratefully remembered by many of his old students.
I should hold up to the younger generation the admirable work
of Sri V. Natarajan ; by sheer merit and sincere hard work he rose
to the position of a Deputy Director of Public Instruction. He is
free from casteism, devoted to good and Godly ways, ever active
in some kind of creative work. A handy man in arts and crafts,
he uses his pen, brush and crayons as well as his plane and chisel,
and leads a very simple life.

It is my earnest wish that Sri Natarajan be blessed with
another lease of useful life to help the younger generation.

Ir} his successful work I am glad to note he has had always
the willing and hearty co-operation and support of his wife, Mrs.
Kamakshi Natarajan.

With Greetings to them both.

July 2, 1955. V. S. RATNASABAPATHY.



Homage to a great Educationist
By

Srr A. S. VENKATARAMAN,
Retired Headmaster, Board High School, Chittoor.

It is a great pleasure and a unique privilege to be associated
with this happy tunction—the 61st birthday of Sri V. Natarajan.

In honouring him, we teachers, honour ourselves and the
noble profession to which we belong. Sri Natarajan has gained
public recognition on account of his invaluable services to the
profession.

I crave indulgence for my retrospective vein. I refer to
those days in 1917, when young Natarajan came tor his L.T. train-
ing. He had already made a name for himself as a teacher who
had shown extraordinary talents in Introducing new ways in
teaching—or is it freedom from methods, a new method of his
Own, as was remarked by Mr. J. A. Yates, Inspector of Schools.
It was not to be surprised that he, as the Secretary of the L.T.
Association, was introduced to the President and members of the
Sadler Commission, who visited the Teachers’ College. Saidapet,
in 1918. The use of pictures—a daring innovation in those days—
was the main feéature of his new method which, revolutionised
teaching. His Time-Charts. and visual history sheets (Natar
was good at drawing and sketehing ) impressed Professor Ramsay
Muir, who expressed his warm appreciation and admiration of one
who was only on the threshold of his career then.

ajan

As an assistant, as a Headmaster and as a Deputy Inspector at
intervals, Sri Natarajan lived and worked in intimate touch with
children and schools. His love of pictures grew with his love of
children. The childlike virtues. he possessed and cultivated,
Imparted a fresh, cheerful and hopetful outlook on life. This was
the secret of his success in life. This has made him fit and keep
young even as years rolled on. What I have said about Natarajan

cavrl.b‘e said of only a few teachers, district edueational officers or
Divisional Inspectors.

It is no exaggeration that Sri V. Natarajan stands for that type
of an Ofﬁcer who should be regarded as the most useful in free
Progressive India. In this respect he was far in advance of his
t&mes.. What are these qualities which made him unique ? A
love for learning more and more new things in the field of
knOngdge, abundance of energy and enthusiasm for improving
work in schools, a natural comradeship with fellow workers for
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mutual help and inspiration, a progressive outlook on life—all these
served him as means to achieve the best interests of the country
and humanity. The abundance of faith he has in the essential
goddness of humanity has been his mest lovable trait. More than
all these one quality of his singles him out as an outstanding
individual of integrity and distinction in the field of Education.
In different places, in different capacities he has erved and worked,
and in all of them he has uniformly won the love and respect of
all those around him. He was an able and successful officer
without being officious or official in his ways. His heart is alwayvs
throbbing with sympathy and love for humanity.

I may describe here his keenness to shed new tight on the
art bf teaching. It is something similar to the Panchsila vou hear
of now-a-days in our world relationship. e used to explain that
Panchsila in Education consists of Health. Heart. Hands. Head and
Heaven—popuiarly known as the five H's cf teact:i: and &ll these
in the respective order cf importance should find a good place
in our schools. His steadfast zeal in the cause of children has
continued even after his retirement from Government service and
that is why you find him today as the Correspondent of a School
which he is trying his best to put on its feet.

His sympathy with teachers has enlivened his friendly
relations with them. His genuine interest in the education of
young hopefuls, his imaginative insight into teachers’ difficulties
and a practical knowledge of classroont problems and his eagerness
to learn more and find new and workable ways to solve difficulties—
all these have buoyed up his life.

Sri Natarajan was one who never knew how to boss as an
officer, but who won the love and respect of all by his fellow
feeling. He anticipated the needs of a iree republican India
~where we need officers who possess more of human relationship
and less of official bureaucracy.

I must refer here to two more traits as being worthy of
commendation. During the stormy days of the Independance
struggle, the atmosphere in our schools was far from being happy.
I have seen Natarajan moving as a comrade with students and
-talking to them with courage and sincerity and winning them to
school discipline. The other remarkable trait is his love of
research. From the very beginning of his career he was animated
by this love which has been increasing year after vear. He has
been a courageous explorer in the uncharted seas of educationad
experiments. His initiation of Intelligence Tests, Achievement
Tests, New type questions and Investigations of behaviour
patterns will bear this out. I have been fortunate in having been
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associated with him in work of this kind in schools in the district
where my lot was cast to serve children. I recall with pleasure
" and pride that our united efforts bore fruitful results undreamt
of in those days. His Tamil Readers embodying the new ways
were widely used and they did a lot of poineering work for more
readers of that kind. He has been keeping abreast of the times
never sinking to the position of a back number. His articles to
educational journals, his speeches at teachers’ assemblies and con-
ferences reveal his genuine interest in research and experiment.

If he had been a mere Divisional Inspector of Schools (the
official type to which most of such people usually belong) we would
not have so eheerfully got up a function of this kind, full five years
after his retirement. We honour him because we have seen very
little of the ofiicial in him but we honour him more because we
have always loved and respected him as a friend and helper. He
has been more of a real teacher than most teachers are or have
been and so we join in a chorus of tribute to this unostentatious
worker, whose only help has been his speeches and writings, whose
only weapons have been his pen and pencil, and whose heart has
been so full of love for the profession that capacious enough it
includes all that teachers in schools stand for. Let us all pray
for the longevity of his life and for the success of his labours and
wish him the best for the ultimate benefit of schools and children
to which Sri V. Natarajan has dedicated .his life,

A. S. VENKATARAMAN.

Srimathi Natarajan at work

(Kitchen rack, Plate rack, etc. made by Sri Natarajan)



‘ Sri V. NATARAJAN
—friend philospher and guide of the Teaching profession.

By Tue Rr. Rev. D. CHELLAPPA
The Church of India,
Diocese of Madras.

23rd August 1955,

The officials who descend annually on Secondary Schools on
behalf of the State which (partly) pays the piper, and expect, in
return, to call all the tunes, were formerly called ‘Inspectors’,
but are now styled ‘¢ District Educational Officers . The change
in the nomenclature was a step in the right direction, and its
inteption was praiseworthy, but just as a rose smells just as sweet
by whatever name it be called, so ‘ District Educational Officers’
in a free India continue to be as ‘sweet’ as the ‘Inspectors of
Schools’ were in a subject India.

I was a Headmaster for nearly two decades, and I have no
hesitation in saying that the majority of these officials, consciously
or unconsciously, regard themselves. and are no doubt expected
to regard themselves, as official fault-finders. Their absence Is
usually earnestly solicited by schools, good, bad and indifferent.

My esteemed friend, Sri V. Natarajan, was an exception ; he
belonged to the minority of those who were too humble to consider
themselves, but who were, nevertheless, considered as the friends,
philosophers and guides of the Teaching profession.

When he visited a school, it was as a brother and as a fellow-
teacher who was anxious to help out of his knowledge, his expe-
rience, his sympathy, his humility and not least his high ideals
of education which the ordinarily soul-killing occupation of an
unfortunate Ins’pecting Officer never succeed in suppressing.

It is gratifying to know that the friends and admirers of Sri
Natarajan count me as one of their company, and have invited
me to contribute this testimonial, if such were needed.

We must not, however, forget to pay our tribute to his worthy
mate, Mrs. Natarajan, who became a friend of my family even as
he became my friend. She shared his ideals and seconded his
endeavours.

Their place in our esteem and affection is secure, and any
man is to be envied whose memorial is thus erected, not in stone,
or on paper, but in human hearts, even in the hearts of those
whose connexion with him began in an official capacity. ¢

DAVID CHELLAPPA,
Bishop in Madras.



Sri V. NATARAJAN

—a teacher who loves to work among children.

By
Srr V. R. RANGANATHAN, M.L.C.

I am so happy to learn that my friend Mr. V. Natarajan will
be completing sixty vears within the next few days and that some
of his friends are arranging to celebrate the occasion and to hring
out a souvenir.

Mr. Natarajan has served the cause of education for over
thirty years as an officer of the Education Department and he has
held very high administrative posts. His genuineness, high sense
of duty and ingrained loyalty to the principles and policies of the
Department have won for him the love and respect of all with
whom he came into contact. Though he held several administra-
tive posts with distinction, he was first and last a teacher who
loved to work among children. He has also written many
children’s books and books for teachers. I am not sure if many
know that Mr. Natarajan has cultivated certain hobbies and that
he has a small workshop into which he goes whenever he is tired

of writing. He was not a product of basic education in his school
davs.

After his retirement, Mr. Natarajan threw his heart and soul
into the work of S.I.T.U., particularly for the Teachers' Insurance
Scheme. I am sure he has earned the gratitude of all teachers.
The latest child which he has undertaken to nurture is the
Gandhinagar School. I know what difficulty he has to face in
stabilising it, and the residents of the locality should be grateful
o him for persuading the Rajah Saheb of Chettinad, who was his
student once, to help financing the school. This will, T have no

doubt, settle the future of the school. I only wish the Pro.

Chancellor of the Annamalai University will give a lead to have
the school remodelled a1

nd adopt the methods and curriculum on
the most up to date lines. In Madras, where education has become
a plaything of politicians, we very badly need an experimental
school run on sound principles without Government aid and
unhampered by Departmental rules.

I wish Mr. Natarajan and hig wife, w

: ho helps him in all
matters. long life and sound health.

V. R. RANGANATHAN.



Work in Bellary District

From
Dr. R. Nagan Gowda, M.SC., PH.D.,
President, District Board, Bellary District.

D. Dis. C. No. 1619/45, C. Edn., dated 12th Nov. 1945.

The introduction of the scheme of compulsory Education on
st September, 1945 at all Centres in the district—the work done
by the officers of the Education department in Co-operation with
the management and in close contact with the local public helped
the prompt inauguration. Otherwise the simultaneous com-
mencement at the Centres could not have been possible.

Mrs. Natarajan (wife of our District Educational Officer Mr.
V. Natarajan) has been very effective in rousing local enthusiasm
by her simple talks especially to the women population in the cause
of Girls’ Education. She inaugurated the scheme on 1st Septem-
ber, 1945 at Hadagalli.

The District Educational Officer has been able by his personal
exertions to secure suitable accommodation in several of these
Centres for the new schools. His personal appeal above is res-
ponsible for the availability of houses under difficult circumstances.

The District Educational Officer made strenuous efforts in
rousing the local philanthropic spirit to undertake the supply of
midday meals, as a pleasure. He personally went to the Collector
and obtained the necessary permission for the supply of grains.
Mrs. Natarajan served the first meal to the Children at the Alur
Centre on 22nd October, 1945.

I have had active and sympathetic co-operation of the District
Educational Officer Sri V. Natarajan whose work in connection
with the introduction of the scheme has been excellent. By his
careful and thoughtful plan and organisation, and active and able
work in close contact with the management and the public, his
contribution to the successful working of the scheme of compulsory
education is gratefully acknowledged.

R. NAGAN GOWDA,

12th December, 1945. President, District Board, Bellary.
3
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Sri V. Natarajan (in his workshop at home)

“Here is an Ideal Teacher”

By
Sri S. NATARAJAN (President, S.1.T.U.)

Teachers all over the State would feel a genuine sense of joy
in offering their felicitations to Mr. and Mrs. V. Natarajan on
this happy occasion of the Shashtiabdapoorthy of Sri V. Natarajan.
If a description of an ideal teacher is required, then instead of
struggling for words one can just point out Sri V. Natarajan and
say ‘That’s an ideal teacher . Ever learning, ever eager to pass
it on to others, cheerful in the company of young people, sharing
their joys and sorrows and enthusing them to practical activities
and studies, Sri V. Natarajan has endeared himself to his pupils
and by his enthusiasii which is alimost infectious he has won the
love of his colleagues. He rose from the rank of a school assistant
to that of a Divisional Inspector. He was more an adviser than

an Inspector. Inspection did not fit well with his conception of
schools and teachers.

Even in his retirement he continues his interest in children
and teaching.

. He is fortunate in his wife who has been always helping him
In his educational efforts.

It is my earnest prayer that the Almighty would bless them

with good health and many years of joyous service to the cause
of education.

S. NATARAJAN.
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