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His Holiness Srilasri Deivasigamani Aiunachala
Desiha Paramacharya Swamigal, 45th Head of
the Thiruvannamalai Adeenam Kunnakkudi, in

‘he holy line of Thirukkailaya Paramparai.



Sri 8. Ramasamy Naidu, M. A., B. L.,
M. L. A. President, Ramanathapuram,
District Board.

Sri. R, R. Viswasam;B. A, Dr. A. Jogger Rao, M. S:. D. S. C.
Collector of Ramnad. Asst. Director, C BE. € R T




Sri. T. Sundaram Chettiar, B. Com.,
Opened the Silver Jubilee on 16 —7—55.



Our Patron and Promoter

{Late) Sri. Muthuvijaya Ragunatha Gowri

Vallaba Doraisingam Raja.



0\

Dr. Annie Beasant,
Founder of Indian Scouting.

Sri. Ram Baj Pai,
Nationel Organising Commissioner-



L

Dr. G. S. Arundale,
One of the Pillers of Indian Scouting.



Sri. K. Venkataswami Naidu,

Our State Chief Commissioner.




Sri. N. D. Sundaravadivelu, D. P. L.
Our State Commissioner (Scouts)

Sri. V. 8. Ratnasabhapithy,
Our State Secretary,

Sti. M. Rajagopalan
Our State organising Commissioner.
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< “ Boy Scouts " training has been incorporated in the Wardha Scheme A
k' of Education. It would be nothing worth if it did not serve to remove all mntual g
S distrust and suspicion and foster among the various sections and communities ,?,
¢ 5
a perfect spirit of comraderie. The Wardha Scheme of Education does not aim ’.
merely at inparting literary trsining to the students. its object is to give an :’;
education for life that would answar the need of our millions: It is calculated "

to be a living and life-givirg experiment. Teachers who have in their turn to :‘

£  become torch-bearers of this education have need therefore of a broadar and -

b wider trainings and scout-craft is an important and useful part of that training.’" 4
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Pandit Nehru's Message to Scouts

(Photo taken at Anghorwatt Temble.)

**1 was never a Boy Scout myself. So ! misced
this early trainirg which you are getting and  which
you are fortunate to gete When you grow up, there
are a great Many thingsto be done in this country
and if you are disciplined and learn to conduct yourself
properly. it will be so much the easier for you Iat ¢
on. | congratulate you on having this oppotunity of training
yourselves for the tasks that lie ahead of you in the

future,

“We want that in this country of ours every boy

and girl should have an equal chance of work and play™"

Jai Hind.
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Offiicers in Charge of Nehru’s reception 1948.



Dr. RM. Alagappa Chettiar,



Message of our State Association President, Dr. RM. Alagappa Chettiar,
' Bhavanagar Stadium,
KARAIKUDI.
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. Divedor Of Dul)‘ic |nsirudion,

MADRAS

13th July 1955
I thank you very much for your kind invitation to the Silver Jubilee
celebrations of your Association to be held on the }5th, 6th and 17th July

1955. T wish thecelebrations all success and the sc.uts and guides ever-inerea-
sing usefulness.

Yours Sincerly,
N. D. Sundravadivelu.
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Vice-President, India.
*'NEW'DELHI.
D/June 22, 1955.

g ‘T am ‘glad to'krnow that the BharatScouts and Guides ‘Association
of Ramanathapuram’will celebrate its Silver Jubilee on 16th July 1955 on
the' completion of ‘25 yearsof its useful work'for the youth of the ‘country.
On this happy occasion I send my'best wishes for its continued progress.

'Yours faithfully,
Dr.-S. Radhakrishnan,

e e

Depuh; _“‘S,p‘éaker, {8 ,‘S_dH'u
.9,.-Asoka/Rcad, NEW .DELHI.
Camp: Tirupati, Andhra.

Date: 29—6—55.

T am glad you are celebrating the Silver Jubilee of The Bharat
Scouts and Guides, on the 16th.of July. The Scout movement is an all World
one. It has done enormous-good:. The :Bharat:Scouts organization has taught
discipline to many a youth in thescountry. Batriotism, loyalty and discipline
are the bed-roek. of national growth. National consolidation & economic
prosperity are theneed of the hour. Freedom was won by uniting the nation.
People were asked ‘to sink and forget differences of caste, creed, race
ete.. and work for freedom of ‘the 'land. To-day, fissiparous 'tendencies .are
rearing ‘up their heads T hope and trust'that on the occasion of the Silver
Jubilee the ‘Bharat ‘Scouts ‘and 'Guides will make a'firm resolve .to unite.
India'in an ‘ever-increasing ‘measure and contribute their mite for social-and
economic advancement of the massés. ‘May they get ‘the strength to work
and make’the Second Five Year Plan a success B 3

“With'kind regards, ) y
= ; Yours sincerely,
M. Ananthasayanam lyyangar.



e Bhadt Sl And Guides

MADRAS STATE. ...f ﬁ.J s
. B e % { D, n 5 .
29pBeeoivL ™

I am very glad to learn that the Bharat Scouts and Guides Ramanatha-
puram District is celebrating the Silver.Jubilee of the Association on 16th July
1955. It is indeed an unique occasion to bring home to all interested in the
youth of the country, the real value of the Scout and Guide Training. The
fact that the Ramanathapuram Association ‘has been functioning for a period
of 25 years and had rendered iuseful’ servide - to'the children in that area is
enough proof, of the continued yLeadership: the movement has given in the
service of the young. S

Today thé‘mo'fém(eht of ours has assumed a new role in the building up
of our: Nation, that ds taking -place throughout the country-underithe Five
ée?'r';l’lan_l We have demonstrated our close: association with the planiby.
taking up" Rural Seryice, Camps, throughont the .State; and, rendering, such.
services as are calculated to help the villagers, in the matter of building.roads,
cleaning up - villages, whitewashing honses and giving a NEW LOOK to the
villagexhqmeg.“’-l‘hig:aqvic.e has won for us an important place in the work of re-
consttuction of the villages. we hope to pus not 3000 Scouts and Guides, but
10,000 next’ yeat'ort this work. What we need at present is proper leadership at
the level of every gioup, working in.the. movement. We shall concentrate in
future in providing proper leaders and we expect th. co-operation of the local
Asscciations and District Associations in this niatter. |

I am sure your Jubilee functions will be a great success and that they
will give an additional -impétus 6 your ‘Association to go forward with
confidence for greater service in the foture..:. =«

Yours in service,
K. Venkataswami Naidu.
. STATE CHIEF COMMISSIONER.

% s gty

' 'MADRAS STATE - € » annn o ol
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9% B UTHORK ; * Nannilam. ‘
0538 97 Yoidists Y4 Gow 8aw ntobos * Dy 28-6-1955"
ok 16)thd.¥ul$(, 1955 is a_happy and memoralle ciair for the scouters of
ﬂ\jgf&lyti_;t{%qutg .and Guides, Ramanathapuram District.. I have, been closely
watching your varied activities in connection. with the great work. of training
“P‘i:i%‘!ﬂz‘a‘lﬁ:ﬁ? souatay in character builtinx asd in making, them healthy,
happy " and. é"ﬁ«.»% citizeus. L am . sure the scouts and scouters would waintain,
the gbod tradtions and glorious ideals. of broth erhood and service and contribute
prosperity of the country. I also’

their best towards the peace, progress and
congratulate the pioneers of the movement in the district. for their marvelous

voluntry service. ;
clemnoni aro ¥

Angnagt):monvyezetinonA: M

ta g

K. S. Sundereasan.
ASST DEPUTY CAMP CHIEF



Govetnor; Crissay
. RajBhavan, .
PURI
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The 21st June, 1955.

agostadivar bk add w0l

I send my best wishes to the Bharat Scouts and Guides Association

of thé Ramanathapuram District on the ogeasion of its forthcoming Silver
Jubilee. Having been: connected, myself. with: this organisation right: froms
its very inception, I have watched the .Ramanathapuram District Association”
grow from infancy to adolescence, and I am extremely happy over its ha¥ing:
reached the Silver Jubilee stage of its career.

paa

vn
adanidl

ﬂ‘:" o2 'y R & . 11 ) ¥ e E € : ar T

: «TheIdeals that the Scont movement has, cherishéd sare of /inestimable!
value in citzen-training. Particulary as the youth of free. India need to! be:
brought up in the best possible way, youth organisations like the Scouts
organisation have a most worthy role to play by bringing togather the fu:ure
hopefuls of the nation and inculeating among them a spirit of camaraderie and
a zest for doing a good turn to fellow-humans which is the Scout dharma. Whether
cubs; ot rovers, or gtherwise whatever be their e¢xact role inthe organisation,
all those who are connected with the movement have it in their hands to shape
society in a supremely desirable way, and.the disciplined habits and the spirit
of sportsmanship developed through association with the movement are most
valuable indeed for any democratic society. I, therefore, hope that the Scouting
Laws and the Scout banner would continué to imspire the youth of the land
and help to provide the necessary leaven in all the processes of citizen-training.

I send my best wishes to'the Ramnathapuram Bharat Scouts and
Guides on the happy occasion.of the Silver Jubiles of the District Association
and wish their organisation a long period of useful endeavour. I also wish the
Silyer:Jubilee celebrations every success.. '; oo ls phes deiw w2l

. Yere b+
¥y $ - BIIOOT

P s. Kumaras_&a‘myjﬂajau o4

Ham e 21 41

),i DPesmlen’[,LoimSaHla , : i

19 hig Soon Tl oNEWIDERHE O ¢ o PR i
e gl Lol ... ‘Seva Kutirt,
€ ”~;’ ing wif. ‘i A ,. '-’) "S i A.HEMA‘D EAD Q""l‘;"
: anig s a0) gidnisoushi o PR indaidl
Dear Sir, S :

o2/ am! glad that - the Bharat = Scouts: & Guides are’ celebrating theil
Bilver Jubilee on the 16th-inst. I wish the:celebrations every success. oo "

Yours faithfully,
G. V. Mavalangar.




City Police Office,
Egmore MADRAS.
T 20th June 1955.

'i'ha.nks for the kind invitation.

The :Silver Jubilee:is ‘an-occasion for reviewing the ‘past and ‘for
planning - the future. ‘An institution ‘that is’ celebrating »its - Silver Jubilee 'is
obviously a live one whicli has survived many ' vicissitudes and: is ‘mow ran
adult, 595 { ;

I wish the Bharat Scouts and Guides many years of happy service

' tothe Community and furtherrecords of work - of “Which ' they can' be proud
on further Jubilee occasions: ik

‘Yours sincerely
S.'Parthasarathy.

FheBhesot Scorts & Guides,

Madurai District Association.
41, North Avani Street,
MADURATIL (S.1.).

It is with genuine pleasure that I send  greetings ‘to all'the'Bharat
Scouts and Guides of Ramanathapuram District on

this happy occasion of
the celebration ‘of ithe Silver Jubilee of the Association.

It is a matter for great pride and rejoicing that your Association
has completed twentyfive years of its (existence -and I am confident that
the Jubilee you are celebrating will, in-a ‘greater measure, contribute to
the promotion of true ideals of sconting - Brotherhood and Service.

May. your.organisation continue to develop character and train the
outh of India into useful citizens and may the youth of Ramanathapuram
istrict look up to the Association for inspiration and guidance,

ations:to your:Office-

«Congratul bearers-and to: “individ : Bharat
Scout and Guide and ‘wish :the functi - ik ol

on: alhsm

T. S. Rajam
PRESIDENT.



The Bharat Scouts And Guides

MADRAS STATE.
D/ June 24, 1955.

I am hapyy to note that the Ramanathapuram District Bharat Scouts
and Guides will celebrate their Silver Jubilee on 16th July 1955. Twenty Five
years of continuous service to the young is not a small record, It is a record of
which the Association can take a legitimate pride. Therefore we should
certainly rejoice over the fact that you are able to ceélebrate the Silver Jubilee
this year. Notonly this, but you will be able to go forward with greater
vigour and confidence, beeause of the fact that you have had considerable
experience in running the Organisation.

We need to make this youth Organisation confer greater benefits in an
increasing measure to the children of the District without distinction of
caste, creed, class or sex whatsoever. Our movement is taking up its new role
in the coming years, specially in the work of building a new country and a
New India. We shall have to plan and work o as to make this work really

worthwhile.

1 wish the Jubilee functions every suceess and my greetings to all the

workers.
Yours in service,

V. S. Ratnasabhapathy.
STATE SECRETARY
I, Purushottam Das Tandon Road,
ALLHABAD. 2.
July 2, 19565.

It gives me great pleasuce to meet the Bharat Scouts and Guides of
Karaikudi once again through their Silver Jubilee Souvenir.

The organisation of the Bharat Scouts and Gudies is very proud of th®
record of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides of Karaikudi in all spheres of their
activity particularly in the line of the service of the humanity.

T believe the Karaikudi Scouts and Guides are concious of the fact that
they are really the future architects of the Indian Nation and I am confident
that each one of them would add lustre to the good name of their mother land _

Today the world is tora np with strife, suspicion and fear. The Bharat
Seouts and Guides have therefore to work in a missionery spirit and take to the
world the message of peace. amity, good will and Universal brotherhood.

~ To serve one another by love should be the aim of all scouts and Guides
and there is nothing more sublime than to be of service to others. o
= S.R. Bajpai. ;
NatioNaL ORGANISING COMMISSIONER.
2



- Principal, Alagappa College,
.- KARAIKUDI. -
July 10, 1955,

The politician, the educationist and the parent, each one in his own way
attempts to solve the prohlem ¢how to train the boy to be a good citizen.’
Let me tell them that the solution lies in enrolling him as a scout as early
as possible. 2 o :

A scout must be loyal, trust-worthy, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind,
obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent. The scout movement
enables one to cultivate the habits of learning and active self-expression
instead of passively receiving orders from others. A spirit of espirit de corps
and discipline can be inculcated and in times of need and distress the scouts
will be able to stand on their own and also help others to bring down suffering-
The scope for a scout is therefore unlimited. There are two steps for happiness:
taking life as a game and giving out love. Happmess is neither conferred by
mere enjoyment of pleasure nor is it the outcome of wealth. By training the
individual to develop character and intelligence, skill and handicraft,
physical health and self-care the scout movemsnt enables one to be useful to
himself, to society and to the state.

A. N. Tampi.

Heudmﬁsf@r Municipa| Hiqh School,

KARAIKUDL

- As onpe cof the recent secretaries of the Bharat Scout Association
of Ramnad district and as an active worker in the field of scouating
for ‘o'he last twenty-five years, T have a special thrill of joy and satisfaction in
writing this message to the Silver Jubilee Souvenir. In my'own life-tims
I had the su_xgu_la,r‘privilege of organising the Silver Jubilee of the Tuticorin
Scout Association in 1949 and now have the rare opportunity of participating in

~t.,he Silver Jubilee celebrations | of the Seout association of the District which
is my second love. The Jubilee is a very unique occasion for great rejoicing
and thanks-siving. While remembering with affection and gratitude all
the hundreds of go5d Samaritans, ' I man  the
and women of this distriet- who have all

the movement by their moral and materia
to record our ‘deep debt

generous  men
these  years ensourazed
1" support, let us not fail
of grasitude $o  the. Unknowa. Warrior,
namely the long unbroken line of scouters who have toiled o bring
the benefits of scons training and ' evaft to thousands of our bovs in this
district. Abovg all, let us pay our loving homage to the immortal founder of
this most fascinating world'wide youth movement, Sir Robert Baden Powell.
Long live Scouting and the Bharat Scout Association of Ramanathapuram.

V. Antonysamy.



Distriet Educational” ’Oﬂicer’,

RAMANATHAPURAM.

Every Citizen of Bharat will be happy and proud to know that the
Ramanthapuram District Bharat Scouts and Guides are celebrating their
Silver Jubilee this month at Karaikudi. The Organisation has been doing
very creditable work all these twenty five years and has taken deep rooft
in the hearts of the people and particularly the younger gencration and
has rightly won their admiration and love.

The Scont Movement ever since its inception has been striving hard
for the spirit of service and unification of human society based on love.
goodwill and mutual understanding and it may be said that the earliest
foundation for conscious development of a classless and casteless society
was laid firmly by the Scout movement. It is today an international
organisation " ‘working with ‘greater vigour and vitality. Scoutsall over
know no barriers of caste, community or creed and their aim is universal
brotherhood and service to the needy. Service to humanity at all times and
under all circumstances has been the motive force and every scout is not only
prepared for the service but is seeking opportunities to serve and sacrifice
and be useful to society. Numerous organisations and institutions have
grown up in recent times with the same ideals of service and sacrifice and
have been laying stress on one kind of activity or other. But one can
discern th it the scout moyement is the fountain for all these institutions to
draw forth ideals and patterns of organisation.

Today Nava Bharat is in greater need of selfléss and 'sincere service
and devotion on the part of her eitizens in her progress and welfare and this
can become possible if every one imbibes the spirit of a scout and feels that
he is for himself and for others. }

May the Ramanthapuram District Bharat Scouts and Guides ‘grow from
strength - to strengch and by the time it celebrates its  Golden-Jubilee let it
have more of young and old under its spreading wings. 7

V. Virdhagitisan, M. A. M. Litt., L. T.,
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SREE MEENAKSHI MILLS LIMITED.
MADURAI & MANAPPARAI.

[T O T W G—

R Ty Jomy, Pt St Jonl

CAPITAL:
Authorised .. 5, 60.00.000
; Subscribed and Paid-up --- bs. 48.81,240
ﬂ: Spindles: 66,988 Power Looms : 144
ﬂ; Manufacturers : of :

Single Yarn In Counts 16s to 40s
and cone yarns for weaving & hosiery faclories
and mulls, longcloth, gada, elc.

F==7

Managing Agents :

Thiagaraja Chetty & Co.,

Tirupparankundram Road, Madurai.
(SOUTH INDIA.)

=¥

‘[ Tel: Address: Telephone : No. 1
¢ KARUMUTTU'’ Post Box: No. 1 Madaurai. g
il Lo == == < = s e et B
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OUR PRESENT PRESIDENT

i g
P

fi o ¥

Sri. AR. A. RM. Chokkalingam, M. L. A.

e

M




Sri. D. Shanmuga Raja of Sivaganga
President of our Association
(1942 to 1952,




QOur chief minister, Sri. K. Kamaraj.




Sri. P. 8. Kumarasamy Raja, Governor of Orissa.



Raja Sir. M. A. Muthiah Chettiar, M. L. A.
Donated Rs. 5000/ to the puilding Fund on the occasion of
his fathers Sixey-furst firth day.



fLate) Sri. C. N. V. Pathi, Ex. Secretary,
Madura Ramnad District Scout Association.

A

Sri. S. Nagaraj Sri. M. J. Rangasamy, Headmaster,
N. 8. M. V. P. S. H. S. Devakottai.



Sri. AN. Tampi B. A., (Oxon) Bar-at-law.
President of our Associa“io .
(1952 to 1954)



OUR PRESENT VICE PRESIDENTS

Sri. V. KN. Kannappa Chettiar.

Sri. K. A, M. A. Kaliappa Nadar. Major, T. D. Gowrisanker,
M.B.B.S. &I. M. S.



OUR SECRETARIES.

Sri. AR. Arunachalam,
Founder and Promoter of the Association.

Sri. M. PL. Sevugan Chettiar. Sri. 8. Somusundaram Pillai,
Sivaganga Local Asscciation.



Sri. AL. AR. Somanathan Chettiar, Sri. T. N. Boominathan,
Our Ex. District Commissioner.

Organaising Commissioner.
Kallar Reclamation.

Sri. Rama. Nachiappa, Sri. V. Antonysamy, B. A, L. T.
Our Ex. Asst. Dt. Commissioner. Our. Ex. Secretary.



Sri. K. S. Seshadri,
Our Assistant State Commissioner,

€ .
Sri. P. Somasundaram
Our District Commissioner (Scouts.)



Rural Service Camp at Vembathur.
16—5—55 to 4—6~55.



Sri. Kathi Arunachalam, Sri. K. Visveswaran,
Our Assistant DistrictCommissioner, Our Assistant District Commissioner
(Scouts) Sivaganga Area. (Scouts) Pallathur Arca.

Sri. M. V. M. Meyyappa Chettiar,
Ex. Assistant District Commissioner.



Community Project work at Kalluppatti.
(Karaikudi.) 2—10—54.

Farewell Party to Sri. A. Gopalakrishna Ayyer, Asst. Dt.
Commissioner under the Presidentship of Sri. V., S. Kasi Chettiar.
Vice president the Municipal Chairman Sri S. M. R. Narayanan Chettiar.
and Vice Chairman Sri. AR Aranachalam are also Present,



Ex. Treasurers.

Sri. M-S0 AL ML
Palaniappa Chettiar,

Dr. A. Sabbar. Sri. M. RM. 8. Periyanan Chettiar.



OUR ACTIVITIES.

March Past. Kumbakonar,
Maha maham Tank

Road work

Inspection. Rural Service.
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BHARAT SCOUTS AND GUIDES

NATIONAL HEADQUARTER

Commissioner : .
Pandit Hirdaya Nath Kunzru:

Chief Comissioner { Scouts) : .
The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Vivian Bose.

Chief Commissioner (Guides) :

Mrs. H. C. Captain.
Organising Commissioner * ;
Pandit Shri Ram Bajpai.

Camp Chief:
Sirdar Hardayal Singh, Taradevi, Simls Hills,
President : Mangaladass Burg Wasca
Secretary :
Sri. K. G. Vaidyanathan.
MADRAS STATE
OFFICE BEARERS.
— e ———
President :

Dr RM. Alagappa Chettiar.

Vice Presidents :
Sri T M. Narayanaswami Pillai

Sri H. B Ari Gowder

Secretary :
Sri V. S. Ratnasabhapathy

Treasurer :
Sri Sathrasala Venkata Ram
Chief Commissioner :

Commissioner (Guides) :

Sri K. Venkataswami Naidu *

Mrs Mary Clubwala Jadhav
Commissioner (Scouts) :

Sri N. D. Sundaravadivelu.
Headquarters Commissioners :
Miss G R. Samuel

Mrs D. L Gopal Ratnam

Mrs Kanthamma Sundaravadivelu
Mrs N. Walawakar

Asst. State Commissioners :

Sii K. S. Seshadry

Sri V. C Subbiah Cownder

S:i C.S. V. Ramani Karikkar

Sri T. R. Kothandaram Mudaliar

Sri J. I. Muthiah
Sri M. Rajagopalan

Jt. State Org. Commissioner (Guides] :
Miss S. P. Durairaj

State Org. Commissioners :

Asst, State Org. Commissioner :
Sri M. Ram Mohan.






DONOR MEMBERS

Sri M. S. M M. Meyyappa Chsttiar

;, AR. PL. S. PL. Chidambaram Chettiar
« S Vellachamy Nadar

SRS 3 Sankarapandian

«Aanda P.rty ” On foob to Ramesvaram. 1939.
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Nehru's Reception Camp,
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Sri. C. V. CT. Venkatachalam
< Chettiar Ex. President.

Sri. M. L. M-Mahalingam Chettiar,
Ex. Vice President.

Sri. 0. M. SP. L. Meyyappa Chettiar,
Ex. Vice President.

S R

Late. Sri. 8. 0. SP.
Odayappa
Ex. Vice President.
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Sii. P. R. Nagu, Sri. PL. M. PR. Meyyappa Chettiar.
Our Executive Mamber. Jubilee Quarter Master.

i. Balakavi Ramanathan Chettiar.




19—9—54. Party given by Bharathi Group.

to Sri AR. Arunachalam Chettiar and Srimathi AR. Sigappi Achi
Members of the Raman thapuram District Board.

Our Commissioners.



Rally, Kanadukatham. Sri. 8. M. AR. M. Veerappa Chettiar
Ex. A.D.C

Sii. PL. Thiruppathi, Ex. Seerctary
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Scout masters training Camp Mudangaiar.



Scout service at foundation of Somanathapuram Sanatorium, 14—10—40.
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811, V. V. Giri, Laid Foandation St01e of our Association Buildingat Devakotta Road on. 13—9—1940.




Mq Reminiscences Of Scoufinq In Its Early Duqs--

Sri. S. Nagaswami lyer, Advocate. ‘
SIVAGANGA.

— SR>

: I am happy to record some old memories of the Scout movement in
SlVé;%a:nga, probably the earliest in the district having had its beginnings
in 8. -

My first interest in extra-curricular activities beganin 1908 -when a
smart contingent of the Benaras Central Hindu College Cadet Corps led by the
late Dr. G. S. Arundale, its Principal, arrived at the Thesophical Convention
at Adyar, Madias. The services rendered by them then was the talk of the
visitors for many days. When Dr. Beasant, that noble friend of the student
werld, found th- doors of the Baden Powell Scout movement shut against the
indian youth, she began to organize with her characteristic ‘skill and drive an
independent movement in the state with the help of Mr. F. G. Pearce and Mr.
J. Vincent Mendis of Ceylon.

A training Camp for scoutmasters held in December 1919 at Palayamkotta
provided a good opportunity and the Headmaster of the Rajah’s High School
was induced to depute one of his assistants Mr. J. Rangaswami Iyer to take
his training.  On his return-he was able to'start a small troop of boys from the
schcol and was successful in giving them intensive training in scouteraft. The
novelty of the conrse and the sense of freedom from the cramped atmosphere of
the classroom stimulated their interest and they set about in dead earnest to
falsify the forebodings of the cavilling teachers and parents. Though many of
them could not afford to get their uniforms they more than made it up by their
sterling qualities. They fully éntered into the spirif of the camp life and the
romance in hiking. They cheerfully put up with much discomfort. The long
trek of 90 miles by two dozen scouts to Piranmalai hill and back will live
long in the memory of all who took part in it. Boysof delicate constitution
roughed it out in every way and put up with the rigours of long trudging on
foot, late meals cooked by themselves and sleep on bare eround in open air
even under inclement conditions. It only added tothe fun of the game.
It brought out their hidden talents for improvisation and resourcefulness.
The camps enroute proved to be of great propaganda value and the. histrionic
talents of the boys discovered in the Camp-Fires were great and even

surprising.

The town-people organized a representative committee to help the
movement. The Panchayat Board equipped them with buckets and ropes
for fire fighting and the local Medical Officer gave them training in First Aid.
The activities that attracted the attention of the public were their life-
saving work in drowning accidents and fire-out breaks which were all too
frequent at that time. The coolness with which the scouts went about their
fine fighting operations their organization, resourcefulness and bravery won
them laurels. I was not suiprised when on one occasion I arrived at a



place of accident with a contingent of scouts, and heard ‘the solitary
policeman complaining why these scout boys had not yet arrived. He had
taken it for granted that the scouts alone were fit for such work.

The first troops of those days proved by their enthusiasm that the
movement had great potentialities for devoloping character, intitative and
resourcefulness. Many old scouts who are now occupying high positions feel
highly thankful for having come under the movement in one stage or another,
Speaking for myself, Izcan say that the infection I caught in those Rover days
has enabled me to roam from Cape Camorin to the Himalayas. It has led me
wandering over hill and dale, the highways and byways of India and Ceylon
t0 commune with nature in all her aspects beautiful and terrible, pleasant and
unpleasant, desert and snow clad mountains. The sight of two daring
students from Pilani, Rajasthan at Garlyan, the last village in Bharat before
entering Tibet, returning from a hard trip to Mount Kailas braving worst
weather and brigands was an inspiration to me on my way to Mount Kailas.
They were not down hearted albeit showing signs of the worst hardship. I wish
that such scout spirit is developed in the boys of South India. If the
movement does not drift into a school-t oys show, as it threatens to become, it
can still be the basis for a complete educational orientation from the lowest to

the highest -stage of studies tending a boy to become a complete man in due
course,

I wish to conclude these rambling memories with a suggestion. There
are many beauty spots in our district, on the river banks, hills and valleys
and sea shore. It will be a nice thing if permanent camping grounds are
secured and equipped for the use of Scouts and Guides in some of those places
as it is done in U. S- A. and the European Countries. All India tours
should be organised for selected parties of scguts and rovers. My four trips to
Sabarimalai in the Travancore State were merely a repetition of the hiking
and camping of the Piranmalai days. The hills of Travancore offer ample
scope for life in the open among beautiful natural surroundings. I wish that
scouts undertake such a trip next Decéember. I can assure all of
them that it will be an eye-opener to our scouts and scoutmasters in

particular abcut the immense potentialities for testing and devoloping
real scout spirit.

1. wish the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the Bharat scouts and Guides
of the Ramanathapuram district all suceess. Cheerio! Keep smiling.




Scoufinq in Sivuqanqa I:)q a Veteran Scouf.
J Rangaswami Ayyar.

e

This ancient historic town of Sivaganga though small in size, has
all along been a centre of glorious culture and great learning in this district.
Every new idea was eagerly taken in, nurtured and translated inro action
by the elite of this town. It may truly be claimed that the history of
scouting in the district is closely bound with the scout activities of this
place. And so, it is no wonder that even in the year 1919, at a time when
the scout movement had not gained a foothold in the State the first
scout troop was formed in the Rajah’s High School, some six years prior
to the District Scout Council even. [ was in charge of the Troop then,
having had my training under Mr. Mendis of Ceylon. The then headmaster
took a personal interest in the running of the troop and I was ably assisted
by Mr. S. Somasundaram Pillaj, the present secretary of the Local Associa-
tion. In those days many young men were imbued with the idea of service and
got into our fold. Many of them seem to preserve that spirit of service and
adventure even now. Otherwise how can I account for the spirit of adventure
that took Mr. S. Nagasami Iyer, an old scout to the mountains of Kalias
in his seventies or for the spirit of serviec that has imbued your present
District Scout Commissioner Mr. P. Somasundaram lyer who has been with
the movement all these years through thick and thin showing extraordinary
energy for a man of his age? Keen enthusiasm was evinced by one and
all and no activity was hampered for want of funds. Our late Raja of
Sivaganga distributed his patronage to the movement rather lavishly. He
was himself a true scout participating in all our activities along with the
boys and he had his son, the present Raja Sri D, Shanmugam trained as a
scout. Under his kind' patronage and munificience the movement grew from
strength to strength throughout the district. I guite remember the several
occasions when during the yearly Dasara festivities in his Esate he showed
a partiality to the scout activities and displays thereby overlooking the
other functions. When the then Prince of Wales visited Madras we were
there in the Island grounds to give him a reception. A contingent - of 30
scouts from my Troop attended the International Scout Jamboree at Madras,
in the year 1925 and on all these occasions we went with pomp and splendour,
thanks to the munificence of onr Patron. Our activities also included a
lot of social service work. Not a week would pass without our attending
a festival or putting out a fire outbreak. I nnderstand and I am happy
to learn that the School troop continues to show good work and maintain
efficiency under its present leaders. What they lack now is finance and
public support and I hope that the present Jubilee celebrations will evoke
in the public a keen sense of their duty to give whole hearted support to
such a noble cause. I wish the celebrations every success. Long live
Scouting.



Farewell to AR. Arunachalam on 21—1—39.
under the Presidentship of Sri, T. Purnshothaman (M, L. C.,) Our A. D, C,
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