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he very first non.
e Madras Medical

pecial Officer appointed
thority by the Govern-
I uiry regarding

en
h elections, I feel

_ the following represen-

“both in my interest but
of Legislature as all
‘the floors of the
and Council to
| the Ministers is far
| cannot be made a back
ding the Medical Act as
he Government.

y state what happened

jons before and after.
jnestion to the
held in Ogctober
tes were declared

ng Officer who
Gl Ma_i_kas Médicql :

by post a letter to the .

circulate to the

s Medical Council,

otions to the said
summon an_ extraordi-
‘the Counci decide

th uneil

rglés' made
e

" the council through the

began with these word

our duty to bring toy

following for favour of your
deration and disposal in th
equity and justice demand and
with the words “It is
requested that the Couneil
pleased to take up the matter
detailed enquiry and do justice in
interests of the profession.”’ There 3
no allegation of any kind of cor
practice against any
candidates. There was no 4
that the election of any electe
dates was void or that any of |
ted ocandidates should hay
declared elected. T .
olected candidates but only six 0b
who could displace even if all
were declared elected.  The:
allegations of certain irregu
the electoral roll and in the
elections but there was absol
allegation that the irregulari
stantially affected the rest
olootions,. The alleged i
affected all the oandidates
whether defeated or suece
ce of an allegati
' such as.
ult of the




ouncil however carefully
into each and every one of the

in the memorandum of
objections and duly recorded on 25th
November1946 the following resolutions,

" “The Council after going through the
memorandum and explanation of the
- Returning Officer, Mr. Kuttappa and

" after examining him, is of opinion that

‘there are no grounds for allegations of
corrupt practice or any other sufficient

. cause to set aside the elections.”

. It will be noticed that the decision of

. the council follows the language of
‘rule 19.

. It must also be stated that myself,

' the President and other six members of

. the Council, the successful candidates
 did not take any part, in the delibera-

. tions of the Council. The resolution

' was proposed by Dr. J. C. Dayid, re-
presenting the Madras University, who
- recently retired as Surgeon-General and
seconded by Capt. M. G. Kini, member
- representing the staff of Stanley Medical
- College (Annexure 1),

As under Rule 19, the decision of the
' Council was final, one would have
- thought that at this stage there was an

' end of the magtter.

. During Prakasam’s Ministry
. defeated ocandidates approached the
- Minister concerned to Tre.open the
matter, An advoocate member of ‘the
Asgembly, Sri N. S. Varadachari re-
resented the defeated candidates,
Neither the Minister nor the Govern.
ment have appellate or revisional
authority over a  decision of
Couneil in an election matter and
the Government themselves admitted
on 8rd February 1947 on the floor of
the Madras Legislative Assembly that
nder. the Act and the rules framed
- thereunder, the decision of the Council
_was final and they had no right to
‘ (Annexure 3.) But yet from

the

riere.
bout the middle of 1 947 duringOmandur

stengly passing one illegal order after
ther on the matter, in total disregard
 clear provisions of rule 19 and
-zepeated repre; entations made to
the Co

~ their action a

Ministry, the Government had per-

1 and its President

? poinﬁn‘é ou

obtained by
(Annexure 2); Sors s
The complaints referred ¢ )
No. 2313, P.H. dated 4th July
(Annexure 4) on which the Governm
had been acting are known ‘only
themeelves and were never been commu-
niocated either to the Medical Council o
the elected candidates. The latter wi
ignorant of what those representations
were, when they were made or what
relief they claimed. 2
In their order No. 1448
20th  April 1949,

P.H. dated . [
{Annexure 5) the L
Government, purporting to act under E
Section 22 of the Act, appointed a retired“‘"]
judicated officer to enquire into “the
representations made by Dr. D. V. Ven. .
kappa and others in # Memorandum n,
dated 6th November 1946, to the ,» =
Medical Council mentioning « certain® , «
alleged corrupt practices ete., and report
his findings to the Government, Sec. 22 \
of the Aet, runs thus :— Sa

If at any time it shall appear to the .
Governor in Council that the Council has
neglected to exercise or has exceeded 0T
abused amy power conferred upon it
under this Act or has neglected to per-
Jorm any duty imposed upon it ‘by this 4
Act, the Governor in Council may notafy
the particulars of such neglect, excess o
abuse to the Council; and, tf the C'ounci'l-/{
faals to remedy such neglect, excess o -
abuse within such time as may be fived =
by the Governor in Couneil in this be-
half the Governor in Council may, for Y .
the purpose of remedying such neglect,. .
excess or abuse, cause any of the powefs.
and duties of the Council to be EXvwetsed
and performed by such agency and. for.
such period as the Governor in Council '
may think fit. i o B

The aotion of the Government was *
olearly  without = jurisdiotion. The
Mediocal Council had already enqWired Y
into and passed its decision on 8 ~=-.
memorandum in - question. It had hot
negleoted its duty to decide on it, por *
had it any way ‘abused its pow%" {
deciding on it. " The Council had *done
its duty. Section 22 of the"\w -has

e 2l e
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. Dothing to do with election proceedings
or anything done under the rules. If
it were to be conceded for the sake of
..argument that the Government had
« power under Section 22, they had no
__power under the latter section to order
"7 "an enquiry as they did. In G. O. No.
3192 P. H. dated 8th September 1949
(Annexure 6) the Government them-
selves have stated that the Council
after going through the memorandum
of objections and explanations of the
Returning officer, expressed its opinion
that there was no sufficient cause to seb
aside the elections.” Therefore what
thé Government said in the very G. O.
that the Council had neglected its duty

' and abused its powers was incorrect.

The Special Officer appointed under
@. 0. No. 1448 P. H. dated 20th April
1949, appears to have treated his enquiry
¥ . agone arising on “an election petition”

\, for in one of his letters to me (dated 31st
¥ May 1949) he stated <Since Dr, D.V.Ven-
., kappa and five others have filed a peti-

‘  tion before the Government challenging

¢ the validity of the return of yourself
and six others, efc and since you are in

" the position of a respondent entitled to
appear before me etc”. In a notice
dated 1st June 1949 to Dr. P.S. Srini-
vasan another elected candidate, the
_speoial officer enclosed ” copies of the

" petitions  filed by Dr. D. V." Venkappa
. —~and others and stated. ¢ If you do not
“appear at the enquiry on the 14th June
1949 the enquiry will proceed exparte.”
The so called petitions which had been
enclosed were (1) a letter by Dr.

D. V. Venkappa alone dated 27th Octo-

Z ber 1946 to the Returning officer to post
- pone the declaration of the results of
tﬁe _elections pending final orders in

t! atter by the Government.

(2) “another letter dated 30th October
1946 addressed to the Minister for
Public Health for stay of the result

of the elections. Thus the petitions on

“  which he purported to enquire into
were not for declaring any election to
be void. The Government went to the
. extpnt of framing a new rule empowering
thomselves to appoint any person or
. persons to exercise the powers and
funotions of the President or the
Registrar under the rules (Annexure
6.) ;‘\‘\o‘at;ever might be the justifica-
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tion for the rule passed by the Govern-
ment on the 8th September 1949, it'was
absurd and against justice and fairplay
not to mention, the public morality to
make it applicable with retrospective
effect to the disputes of elections held
in October 1946.

The Government had been showing
so much persistency in a wrong cause.
If defeated candidates wished to set
aside the elections, it was for them by
appropriate proceedings to seek to do
80. If they thought that the Medical
Council which was the tribunal for
setting aside the elections had not
exercised a jurisdiction vested in it and
neglected to perform its duty, they
could have moved the courts of law to
compel the council to do its duty.
Instead of their being allowed to seek
their remedies in whatever manner, was
open to them, the Government did take
it on themselves to contest the validity
of the elections and waste their time
and tax-payers money by taking up the
side of the defeated candidates and took
various illegal, indirect and circum-
venting steps and had placed themselves
in an invidious position. Three years
did elapse from the date of elections
sought to be set aside. The members
elected had taken part in the procee-
dings of the Medical Council which
would all become open to attack if the
members were to be declared not having
been duly elected. There is no provi-
son in the Act which says that the
proceedings of the Medical Counoil
could not be deemed to be invalid by
reason of the presence at its meetings of
members not duly slected to it.

Having stated above what transspired
between the Government and the Medi-
cal Council in regard to the Medical
Council Elections, I will now briefly refer
to the confidential report of the Special
Officer appointed by the Government
under G.o.No. 1448 dated 20-4-49. :

Onor aﬂﬁout 31-5-49, the seven members
of the Council, who were the seven
successful candidates received notices
from the Special Officer, asking them to
appear before him as respondents to a
petition filed before the Government
challenging the validity of their return
as duly elected to the Madras Medical
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‘Council. None of the members appeared
before him as they, along with the
Madras Medical Council, after taking
legal advice, were of opinion that the
enquiry was illegal and unconstitutional.

" Apart from the oral evidence deposed
by the interested defeated candidates and
two disgrunted Registrars of the Madras
Medical Council and some clerks belong-
Ing to the office of Surgeon-Genaral
there was no evidence worth noting
nor was there any documentary evidence
before the Special Officer excepbing the
contents found in the Ballot-Box. No
where it is said in the rules on elections
that the election records should be
placed in the Ballot-box by the Return-
ing Officer. The relevent rule 16 runs
thus :—

““ Upon the completion of the counfing and
after the result has been declared by him, the
Returning Officer shall seal up the voling papers
and all other documents relating to the election
and shall retain the same for a period ofsixmonths
and thereafter cause them to be des troyed "

The Government had the box removed
from the Medicel Council office to
the Secretariat under coercive threats
just a few days before its contents
had to be destroyed under Rule 16,
of Election Rules. This the Govern.
ment did under instractions from
the defeated candidates. The box was
delivered at the Secretariat on 8-5-1947
and the Medical Council seals over the
slit of the box were found intact as
certified by the Assistant Secretary
Public Health Department. The box
was lying on the verandah next to the
office room of Public Health Secretary
from May 1947 to June 1949, for over two
years. Af the time of opening the box
by the Speoial Officer he found as stated
by him in his report ¢ a small tear in
the paper pasted over the slit and one of
the seals got broken. ” The cause of the
broken seal was attributed by the
Special Officer in the following words
“ perhaps as a result of handling by
several men during the transit, > This
colourless description of the box might
be compared to the statement made to
me on 0th July 1949 by the then Regis.
trar also a Government Pensioner.

¢ President, Sir,

As instructed by you, I delivered
your letter to the Special Officer yester-
day. He permitted me to be prosent in

THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER
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the enquiry hall when the Ballot Box _

. -
was opened and its contents examined,

Condition of the seals :—There were

two tapes placed oross wise.at the end-"
of which the Council office, seals werd™

affixed. The seals on the tape 8Cross ~—

the slit in the Ballot.-Box were nTtact.
The seals on the top along the slit were
broken. At one end the Secretariat seal
was superimposed over the Council seal
but at the other and thers was no seal
at all. There were two tapes with the
seals of the Secretariat fixed diagonally
and they were found intact. =

Condition of the slit:—Brown oapt-
ridge paper had been pasted completely
over the slit. A portion of the paper was
torn, so that anybody could insert some
covers into the box; but tp remove’ amy-

thing from the box would have been
difficult.

8Beal over the lock :—This was intact. '.

One of the keys in the bunch with me
fitbed the lock. So I gave that key to
the Special Officer and the padlock was
opened with the aid of this key. s

A statement about the condition of -
the seals and the paper pasted over the
slit was prepared by the Special Officer
and signed by me and Dr. David and
Dr. Cherian who were specially invited
%0 be present by the Special Officer.

An inventory of the contents of the,\

box was then prepared as there was no
inventory in the box. The only notice-
able feature about the contents was that
there were some loose covers and the
twine used to tie up the covers ina
bundle was found lying loose in the box.

An attempt to total up  the vote
polled by each candidate was made; bu
the results were not correct, As if'wa!
already 3.156 p. m. the enquiry was

adjourned after sealing the padlock of
the Ballot-Box. » 2

Sp. K. RAMURNI Navagr,
Registrar.

N. B:—The then Registrar did dkaw
& picture of the position of the seals pn
the Ballot-Box and in that picture 5
Gov_ernment seals were marked as‘ S’ as
against 4 seals of the Mediocal Counoil
marked as ¢ C”, Qne such Coung seal
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was seen-superimposed by the Govern-
menfBeal. This Government Pensioner
was the Registrar of the Council during
the acute stage of the Governmen$ pro-
oeedings against the Medical Counecil,
the enquiry of the Special Officer being
one_such proceeding. At the time the
Box was delivered at the Secretariat; the
Assistant Secretary P. H. certified that
the medioal council seals were in facton
the slit of the Ballot-Box. The presence
of 5 Government seals as against ¢ seals
of the Medical Council, should lead any
_disinterested person to the conclusion
that all was not well with the Ballot-
Box at the Secretariat to say the least.

. Now to come to the findings of the
Special Officer, I should state at the
cutset that the Memorandum presented
by the six defeated candidates to the
Registrar and the Government contained
-only 16 irregularities. After over three
years when the Government ordered
the enquiry purported to be under
gection 92 of the Medical Act, two more
were added by the Special Officer on
his own initiative evidently at the dicta-
%ion of the Government. The Medical
Council had been repeatedly pointing
out to the Government as and when the
Government had been persisting by
passing aeries of illegal orders purport-
ing to be under Section 22 of the act that
their stand under the latter Section was
illegal and-ultra vires. Even assuming
for the sake of argument that the
Government had jurisdiction under
Seotion 22 of the Act to enquire into the
olections held in 1946, the enquiry must
be limited to the purpose for which
under G.O. 1448 the date 24th April 1949
the Special Officer waa appointed. That
purpose was stated to be the Council’s
neglect or abuse of powers conferred on
the Medical Council by Rule 19 on
eleotions and ite alleged failure to go
jnto the objections of the defeated candi-
dates. The two objections were raised
not by the defeated candidates but by
the enquiry officer, three years after the
efections. Even 8o, in view of the fact
#hat Rule 16 of the Rules on the oon-
mot of elections required the election
records to be destroyed after six months
of the elections, the two new objections
myst be regarded as time-barred,

The first additional irregularity was
the failure on the part of the Returning
Qfficer, in not publishing the supple-
mental list of voters in the Fort St.
George Gazette. The Medical Register,
for 1945 which was the electoral roll for
elections of 1946 which ought to have
been published by the then Registrar
8ri Madhava Rao before the end of
February 1946, was not published.
This could be published only in June
1946. As there was no time to publish
the supplemental list when the election
proceedings began, the supplemental
list did not exist por was it made
use of for the elections. As soon
as it was reported to me by Ghe
Registrar Medical Council, who I
came to know later, was in constant
touch with the Special Officer
and Dr. Venkappa, (all residents of
T. ‘Nagar,) that the Special Officer had
included two additional irregularities
one being the non-publication of the
supplemental list of voters, I got at the
available records in the office of the
Medical Council during and after
enquiry which wouald prove without &
shadow of doubt that ballot-papers
were not pested to the 150 praocti-
tioners who registered themselves after
31-12-1945 and before June 1946. The
ballot papers were sent under certificate
of posting. Perusal of these certificates
and postage account maintained by the
Returuing Officer himself, would prove
that the allegations in this regard is a
tissue of falsehood if not a flagrant
myth. To build up the myth, he could
get statoments only from the defeated
candidates and the Returning Officer,
Kusttappa. The later must bave made,
staggering, incoherent, false statements
in his deposition before the Special
Officer, as Sri Kuttappa did discharge
his responsibilities quite satisfactorily,
« independent of the President who was
himself & candidate ” for the elections
to quote Sri Kuttappas very words
appearing elsewhere in this memoran-
dum and as Sri Kuttappa was tutored to
say all before the special officer against
truthful facts which he made in writing
before the members of the Medical
Council soon after his services were
dispented with by me, - :
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The Speeial Officer did prepare a shield,

to put over Kuttappa as and when
wanted to record' Sri Kuttappa’s state.
ments which were not true and self
contradictory and took away the shield
over him as and when necessary for
corroborating the false and highly
defamatory statements of interested
defeated candidates. So the Special
Officer had to say at the very commence
ment of his report (Vide paragraph 8)
something about his hero as quoted
below :—

““ 4 perusal of the entire deposition
of the Registrar Mr. Kuttappa, will
show that he has very weak memory and
that he in a confused state of mind
perhaps the result of the nervous shock
that he had due worries caused to him
by the President, Dr. Rama Kamath
during the latter part of service under
him. He admitted that he could not
rely on his memory as the incidents
about which he gave evidence happened
2% years ago. In the circumstances I
propose to act on the testimony given by
the younger man, the clerk (petitioners,
4th witness) that voting papers were as
a matter of fact despatched to the voters
in the supplemental list.”

The Special Officer put the shield of,
““weak memory due to shock etc’’ on
Sri Kuttappa when the latter wandered
away from the tutored statements which
he was made to say before the Special
Officer and the removes the cover over
8ri Kuttappa a8 and when Sri Kuttappa
repeated the tutored statements. The
ingenious jugglery of the Special Officer
is seen throughout his report and
specially conspicuous when he com-
ments on the 1st additional alleged
irregularity regarding supplemental
voters’ list, Special Officer finding no
substance in Sri Kuttappa deposition
regarding the supplemental voters’ list
gets & clerk Kalyanasundaram to make
up for the weak memory of his hero.

It will not be out of place for me to
refer to the remarks of the Speecial
Officer in his enquiry regarding a mani-
festo published by me during 1946
election to the Council. His very woxds

appearing in the 9th paragraph of him
report are quoted below :— -

¢ In the special election number of
his journal, < The Medical Practitioner.
he (Dr. Kamath) has scurrilonsly attac-
ked both Dr, Venkappa and ..Dr,
Nerayansmurthi, leaders of the two
rival teams and condemned them as nob
worthy to be in the Council. As he was
of.such & frame of mind, he would not
have hesitated to have recourse to any
kind of deviece to ensure their defeat.
The omission appears to be deliberate’,
and gives room for the grave asuspicion
that the President desired to keep the
other candidates in the dark as to the
existence of such a large body of voters
as 150, so that he might steal a mareh
over them and secure all 150 votes” for
himself ,

The Special Officer has either shown -
his total ignorance of elections to
democratic institutions or was tutored
by the two defeated leaders to mar
the effect of the manifesto had on the,
electorate which rejected the two
leaders as not being worthy to represent’
the medical profession in the Madras
Medical Council. He had been leading a
life of a frog having plenty to eat in an
official well as a Judicial officer. I am
not ashamed for having told the voters
what I knew about Drs. Venkappa and
Narayanamurthi. The voters did show
faith in my integrity and returned me
and my team with a thumping majority.
The official frog makes the Government
swallow what he esays against me.
The Government specially appointed
him to oust me, a person Who has
been fighting for the members of the
Medical Profession both inside and out-
side Medical Council and was bold to
fight with the Government for the unri-
ghteous stand they took to uphold the
cause of the defeated candidates who,
preferred to be under Government
protection instead of filing their case
in a Court of law. I knew both intimat-
ely. I did put before the electorate ip
1946 what I knew about them basing on;
facts. Both did not defend themselves)
againat my frank and as bold statements
made against them, with the result that
my team was returned in 1946 witha
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thumping majority. It fell to the lot of
the Special Officer to attaock me behind
my back and sympathise with the defeat-
ed oandidates who were not able to get
a single Voter outside the two defeated
teams to corroborate their concooted
wtories against me.

The other additional irregularity
added by the enguiry officer was to
the effect that the letter of intimation
(to the voters) was not in acoordance
with the rules and prescribed form and
oonsequently voting papers could be
goposited in the Ballot-Box for 15 days
instead of only one day. This irregu-
larity on the face of it could not vitiate
the elections. The ingenious Special
Officer must concoct a story to depict
how the irregularity vitiated the
eleotions. He could easily doso with
the help of the defeated candidates and
Sri Kuttappa whom he describes in the
12 paragraph of his report in the follow-
ing words :

. “ On his ( Kuttappa’s) own showing,
.he was certified by the Surgeon-General
as a ‘willing® subordinate, that is to
say, by nature sub-servient to his boss,
whoever he may be and in this case the
boss was his benefactor.”

Having defined the word “willing”
he takes up the suggestion made for
the lst time by the defeated candi-
dates at the time of the enquiry
before the Special Officer, that ¢ the
President with the connivance of
the Registrar, tampered the box, took
out the covers deposited in the box by
the supporters of the rival team opened
them removed the inner covers con.
taining the Ballot papers and then
substituted fresh inner covers con-
taining fresh Ballot papers marked
as he liked end enclosed them in the
original outer cover along with the
original deolaration papers and then
pasted the original outer covers™.
The Speocial Officer does not stop there
and states  Mr. Kuttappa admitted
that the President could have had access
w0 the election papers which were
lying in the office room and that there
were exbra papers which had been
printed. In addition to Kattappa there

. weramore than 5 clerks belonging te

the office of the Surgeon-General,
working on part time basis and also an
attender belonging to the Council Office,
All these were the witnesses of the
defeated  oandidates. The Special
Officer did summon one such clerk, Sri
Kalayanasundaram P. W. 4 and got
from him a false statement that the
Supplemental list was not published in
the Gazette, but that the practitionera
in the supplemental list were supplied
with election papers for the purpose of
voting. The Special Officer’s omission
not to get corraborating evidence on the
deposition of the defeated candidates
and Sri Kuttappa, a person “of a very
weak memory, suffering from shock for
over 2% wears”, as described by the
Special Officer is most glaring in regard
to the second additional irregularity,

All of you Hon'ble Members of the
Select Committee got into the Legis.
lature through the door of elections.
There may ba at least a few amongst
you who got elected on postal voting.
The Ballot-Box contained over 3000
covers and each outer cover had in it
two more covers, To open the outer
cover which was pasted, it would take
at least & to 10 minutes depending upon
the material used for pasting. At this
rate, it would take 20 to 30 minutes to
open 3 coversand repaste each cover con-
taining the ballot papers, Could it be
humanly possible to open all the 3087 -
covers received by the Returning Officer
and in his custody, containing election
papers, firstly to find out whieh voter
cast this vote in favour of defeated
candidates and then to fabricate all
of them in a puablic office of the
Surgeon-General with the Govern-
ment of Madras. The Special Officer
says in his report ‘-that he got infor-
mation from the Government Press that
the Returning Officer had caused to
be printed 8000 sets of declaration
forms, Ballot papers and inner ocovers
to hold the voting papers. The
Special Officer also made the Retur-
ning Officer, Sri Kuttappa say
that it was possible for me to get at
election papers and covers. The Eleo-
toral Roll contained 7914 voters. The
Returning Officer got printed only 86
sets of election papers, covers etc., to
meet the exiegencies of acoidents during



8 THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER

tranait of the voting papers by post.
'The most important dooument in the
elections papers is the voting paper.
The Special Officer who got what all he
wanted in the deposition of the Retur.
ning Officer Sri Kuttappa could not
detoct a flaw in the evidence of Kuttap-
ps that he, Sri Kuttappa had kept in his
personal custody the Ballot-papers.
How gould I have completed my
oriminal acts deliberately foisted on me
when the voting papers were in the
personal oustody of Sri Kuttappa.
Moreover there were only 886 sets
of olection papers and covers with
Sri Kuttappa. The Special Officer could
not manage to get evidence that I got
election papers printed in a press of
my own. I got above 1000 votes more
than the lst defeated oandidate and
the other six suocessful candidates in
my team, got more votes than the lst
defeated candidate ranging from 100 to
374 votes. Could it be possible for a
worst forger to fabricate so many elec-
election papers when he could get only
86 sets printed extra? The Special Officer
did twist and gave his own colour to the
evidence recorded by him, which in
effect amounted to fabrication of evid-
ence by himself. This he did delibera-
tely to serve the purpose of his masters,
the Government.

Even a ** willing subservient,” Regis-
trar, Sri Kattappa did uwoguardedly tell
a truth that the ballot-papers were in
his own custody. The Special Officer
would attribute this self-contradiction to
the ¢ weak memory *’ of Sri Kuttappa.
The Special Officer could not get any
other witnesses of the defeated
candidates to correct the weak memory
of Kuttappa, though he did so in the
first additional irreguiarity of his own
making. He did twist and colour the
evidence with no regard to possibilities
and probabilities much less to the
qualms of his conscience. His only
despicable object was to make it
appear that his second irregularity
added by himself did actually vitiate
the elections.

Regarding the original 16 irregulari-
ties complained of by the defeated
candidates, they should be kept at the
door of the Returning Officer who was

at the time of appointment as Regictrar,
a Government Gazetted Officer and
during the enquiry, a Government
pensioner, having spite against me for
not making him a permanent Registrar. °
He was agsisted in all his work as a
Returning Officer by whole ‘time
Government servants in the office of
the Surgeon-General doing part time
work to assist the Retnrning Officer.
The services of Sri Kuttappa wers lent
to the Council by the Government for 3
months from the date of his appoint.,
ment. In the meanwhile he was found*
totally incompetent to serve as Regiq.
trar Medical Council in the absence
of 4 or 5 clerks who had been helping
him during the elections. His incempe-
tence had been reeorded by the Auditor
of the Madras Medical Council in the
person of Inspector of Yoeal Fund
Accounts,a gazettedGovernment official.
Charges were framed against him but he
would not appear before the President
to answer the charges and he was
subsequently discharged from servics.
He sent an appeal to the Members of
the Council and in the appesl the
following pertinent paragraph appears:-.

“In oontrast fo this, I may be permit-
ted to point out that I successfully
managed the heavy work connected with
the Madras Medieal Counci! Elections
as Returning Officer, independent of the
President as he was himself one of the
candidates. Again as the sole official of
the Councils I successfully managed the
Council meeting held on 25th November
1946 and the subsequent working day, as
1 could act on my initiative with full
freedom. When the President began to
interfere with the statuiory powers of the
Registrar, even from his sick bed and |
was not allowed the services of the soli-
tary clerk, even after this was pointed

out, my hands were tied as it were and [
could not do anything.”

The statement appearing above made
by Sri Kuttappa speaks for iteelf to
enable the Hon’ble Members of tHe
Committee whether Sri Kuttappa was
& person described by the Special
Officer in his Report and a novice
to do the work he did as a Ret}(ﬁing.
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officer independent of the President.
It must also be stated that as the
Manager of the Office of the Surgeon-
Qeneral, Sri Kuttappa had had much
to do with the elections to the Medical
Council of India, the Returning Officer
being the Surgeon-General. At the time
e was about t0 be made the hero of
the plot against me, Sri Kuttappa knew
very well that the Government with
Hon’ble Sri A. B. Shetty as Pablic
Health Minister, had taken the defeated
ocandidates under their protection,
though the immsdiate predecessors of
the present Government refused to do
ahything with the Memorandum of
objections of the defeated candidates.
-My statement may be verified by the
Members of the Committes if they
perase the questions put to the Govern.
ment on the floor of the Legislative
Assembly by Sri N. 8. Varadachari in
regard to.the elections and the answers
of the Government. (Annexure 3.)

In case, I were a person of the descri-
ption appearing in the enquiry of the
®Bpecial Officer and if I minded my
personal interests, I would not have at
all discharged Sri Kuttappa from the
service of the Council.” But I winded
the interests of the Medical Council.
My state as the elected President of the
Council was quite clean, and I wanted
to keep it always clean. This could
not have been possible for me with Sri
Kuttapps as the' Registrar of the
Medical Council. I therefore removed
him from offiee with the approval of the
Couneil. In addition to the appeal made
to the members of the Medical Council
for re-instating him, Sri Kuttappa
approaoched Sri A B. Shetty in
April 1947 when he was the prospective
Public Health Minister. Mr. Shetty
oame .t0 my house one morning and
pleaded with me for Sri Kuttappa,
requesting me to forget all his faults and
reinstate him. Sri Shetty said that his
friend had only one daughter for whose
sake Sri Kuttappa was compelled to live
in the oity to eduocate her and that with
out additional income Sri Kuttappa’s
financial position would be very precari-
ous to live in the oity. Mr. Shetty
wanted an answer from me immediatley
" as he said that Sri Kuttappa was at Sri
*ﬁﬁeﬁ{y’s residence and would not leave

A

him until he got from me a favourable
reply. I would not yield and finally
told Mr. Shetty that if Sri Kuttappa
was even my own brother, I would
never have him as the Registrar of the
Council and that Medical Council could
not be treated by me as a pinjrapole.
It was only then that Mr. Shetty had
to leave me abruptly. At a certain
stage before the Special Officer began
his enquiry, I did apprise the Chief
Minister by means of a confidential
letter regarding this episode, for what
it was worth. I did also narrate this
incident to the Medical Council when
the matter in regard to the despensing
with the service of Sri Kuttappa’s
came before the Council.

Before commenting on the lst addi-
tional irregularity, the Speoial Officar
takes the role of a physician and does
not hesitate to say that * the weak
memory of his hero was duse fo the
nervous shock that he had, due to
the worries caused to him by the
President Dr. Rama Kamath during the
latter part of service under him . While
stating what he said about me he contra-
dicts himself. Dr. Kamath was said to
have worried his hero, the Registrar
Kuttappa 2} yesrsago and the latter
was having nervous shock while depos-
ing before the Special Officer. The
shock came at the later part of service
of his hero, under Dr. Kamath that is
after Kuttappa finished his work as
Returning Officer independent of the
DPresident and prepared his explanation
and placed the same before the Medical
Council on 25th November 19486,
when the Council cousidered the
Memorandum of objections of six defea-
ted candidates. The shock and with it
ths weak memory of Sri Kuttappa
as stated by the special officer wis
really due to the conflict between Kut-
tappa’s tutored brain before the Special
Officer and Kultappa's snner soul which
enbled him to discharge his responsibilites
as the Returning Officer, independent of
the President Dr. Kamath. The alleged
objections coneerned only the duties and
responaibilities of the Retarning Officer.
Special Officer’s hero, Kuttappa empha-
tically denied a straight gquestion put
to bim by a Government servant in hi h
position, Dr. J. C. David, who recently
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rebired a8 the Surgeon.General, whelher
the President used undue influence over
Kuttap
Officer. The letter question was asked
by Dr. David, during the deliberations
of the Medical Council on the memo-
randam of objections of the defeated
candidates. The same Kuttappa did
confirm his statement that the Pre.
sident as a candidate had nothing to do
with the Returning Officer, when he
appealed in April 1947 to the Members
of the Medical Council to re-iastate him.
The Government had commenced pro-
ceedings to dislodge me and six other
successful candidates soon after Hon’ble
A. B. Shetty as Public Health Minister
entered office and took the six candi-
dates under the protection of Govern-
ment. By this time Sri Kuttappa was
no more the Registrar of the Counncil
and I would not re-instate Kuttappa
inspite of the interference of Sri Shetty
who pleaded. with me to consider the
financial stringency of Sri Kustappa.
The defeated candidates became the
friends of Sri Kuttappa, (a friend of the
Public Health Micister) during his
financial stringency. They had common
grounds of spite against me though the
causes were different. Birds of ¢he
same feather of spite flocked together
in the specially Government made
tribunal with a Government Pensioner
agpiring for re-employment which was
bestowed on him soon after the farce of
&k enquiry was over.

The Special Officer did shatter to
pieces all his experience as a senior
judge and with it, the sense of justice,
fair play even the code of morality, He
had attempted to cover his own sins of
owmission and commission to build up a
plot against me, engineered by the
Government to oust me from my posi-
tion as the President of the Council.
It might not be irrelevent, if I were to
mention that the Special Officer
believed a concocted story narrated to
him by Dr. Veonkappa that I got a
lunatic to vote for me and the lunatie
teported by the Special Officer
is one Dr. Madhava Nayak, a living
Govt. pensioner at Mangalore now bed-
ridden who would retort the false
8tatement recorded by the Special-
Officer and might say that the author of

Pa while serving as Returning
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the reckless report is himself g lunatie,
1 was the real target of the Govershent
and not the Medical Council. This
could be seen not only from the con.
fidential report of the Special Officer
but also from the Secretariat files going
round and round from Publio Health
Department to the Legal Departmenrtt
and from the latter to the Finance
Department. I am in possession of
these documents of the Government as
they were inadvertently or knowingly
included in the bundle of documents in
the C. M. P. 9975 of 1949 when I and
three other successful candidates filed
a petition in the High Court praying
for a writ of certiriorari to quash the
decision of the Surgeon.General declar.
ing the Medical Council elections of 1946
void and ordering fresh elections, - The
pertinent 3 paragraphs found in the
Secretariat flles as referred to by me
above appear below :— .

1. “In other words, I am 1ol sure
Whether the Government can set aside
the elections as such. But they can
certainly appoint some one to remedy iRe
neglect or abuse. The abuse and negloet
in this case by the council s really the
Sfailure to go inio the objections to the
elections under vule 19 and have been
described in G. O. 640 p. H. dated
2-3-1948. The abuse and neglect should
apparently be laid at the door of the
President and the Registrar who are the
brescribed persons concerned with those
matiers and not the Council as such. >

2. “Iam not sure how the President
can be got rid of  until the new elections
have been held™ would mean thet
Government are prejudging the issue re-
action by the persons appointed to act
under Rule 719. “H " gbove should
thereforebe conveyed by means of executive
snstructions and the peried of appoint-
ment of the person may be from 15-8-1949
t0 31-12-1949. As the berson has to-be
8iven executive instructions also it would
be more proper to appoint some one in
the service of Govermment. Orders as

regards the persons to be appointed will
be obtained latey.

3. “Tre findings of the Special
Officer and the all connectad records sent
5y the Specigl Offcer may be forwarded

_‘-—-w
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o hien with a covering D. Q: with _ins-
tructions to set aside the elections &nd
to call for fresh eleciions. Subject to
approval twe drafts are put up '

There is no provision in the existing
Medical Aot for the removal of the
President by the Government. All the
same though there is no special provision
in the Medical Act, the Counecil who
elected him could censure him, as the
Council elected him. Soon after I
received a communication from the
-Surgeon-General that he was to
emquire about alleged elections irregula-
rities, I wrote to him to supply me with
a copy of the report of the Speoial Officer
and he refused to do it saying, the
report was confidential. The right thing
to do would have been to place the report
before the Medical Council and demand
an explanation from me, the President
and then take suitable action against me
and the Registrar at whose door the
Secretariat fils wanted to keep the
election irrugularities.

. The Government took sheltar under
gection 22 of the Act without legal
authority and made it appear that the
Mediecal Council was the Government
target but really made its President the
target. This is evident in paragraph I
of the Secretariat file. It could be
.geen from the 8rd paragraph of the
Qecretariat file that the Government
took the extreme step of giving written
instructions to the Surgeon-General *fo
set aside the elections”. The Surgeon-
Genersal made no judicial enquiry of his
own and he merely obeyed the orders
of the Government and set aside the
elections of 1946.

The above three paragraphs have
materials for censaring the Government,
I had information that the Special
Officer before taking charge as such, saw
the Chief Minister and expressed to him
as to what he was expected to do in an
enquiry in regard to elections which
took place three years before the date of
pis appointment. He was asked to see
the Deputy Secretary, Public Health
Department, who in his turn directed
him to see the Health Minister.
What happened in the Public Health
Minister’s room might at least be
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presumed basing on the three para-
graphs appearing in the Secretariat ﬁ}a.
He might have apprised the Special
Officer that in case his friend, Kuttappa
was also made the Respondent as he
ought to have been along with the
President (as suggested inthe Secretariat
file paragraph 1) the whole cage against
Kamath would fall.

I did apprise the Government repeab.
edly that what they’ had been doing
was without suthority and wultra vires.
That section 922 of the Aot could not
empower the Government to initiate an
enquiry of the nature entrusted to the
Speeial Officer, is evident from the fact
that the proposed Bill has an ?.mend-
ment to section 22, for empowering the
Government to hold an enquiry under
the latter seotion. That the Govera-
ment did know their weakness in having
ordered an illegal enquiry 18 also evidert
from the fact that the Surgeon-General
was ordered to make another enquiry
for the same purpose and the Govern-
ment armed themsslves at this stage and
brought about a new rule (Annexure 6).
The defeated candidates had a right royal
legal remedy to question the decision of
the Council on their Memorandum in
the law courts. It could not be said
that Dr. Venkappa the leadar of the
defeated candidates was ignorant of the
legal remedies. In 1935 Dr, Venkappa
had recourse to a legal remedy in
the city Civil Court, Madras, for setting
aside the election of ome Dr. Surya-
narayana Rao on the plea that the
President of the Medical Council did not
follow & time honoured convention or
usage in not sending the election Precept
to the voters. His Advocate was the
present Advocate-General, Dr. Venkap-
pa was not a candidate for the election
questioned by him in 1935, He went
about colecting money for meeting
legal expenses, He failed to prove his
cage in the court, He did mob render
account of the money collected by him.

Tn 1935 the persons who formed the
Government were guite different from
those now in the saddle. The Surgeon-
General was the Ex.officio President of
the Council and not an elected person.
Dr. Venkappa made a much easier bar-
gain in 1946 elections, Evidently he
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-wag nervous to get justice in any Court
and relied on the Government. He could
get a member of the State Legislature
to uphold him on the ficor of the Legis-
lative Assembly. The Hon’ble member
when he failed at firat to achieve what
Dr. Venkappa wanted him to do, took
advantage of the turn of events in his
party and was able to do the task to the
entire satisfaction of Dr. Venkappa and
his team of defeated candidates.

The real and the onlysin I committed
was to resist series of Government illegal
orders with the unanimeus support of
the council. The Government did
employ unclean methods and weapons
culminating in a farce of an enquiry.

The Government took full three years
to engineer a plot against me to be able
get suitable actors and cook evidence
but they did fail miserably on legal
and moral grounds. They know me
and my record of work both as
an ordinary member and as elested
Prosident of the Council. It was not

difficult for a mighty Gevernment to do
what they did finally,

The allegations and insinuations
found in the Special Officer’s report
have to be emphatically denied by me.
There was no need for me to use the
office of the Medical Council, and to
make use of my position as the Presi-
dent of the Medical Council for further-
ing my own election and adopt any
upfair means to see that my team
topped the poll. In making thisreckless
and unworthy insinuation against me,
the Government went a step further
even than the defeated ocandidates
themselves and after three years the
Special Officer added two more irregu-
larities. The Government are fully
aware of my popularity in the medieal
profession both official and non.official.
1 have been in the Medical Council
eontinuocusly from 1929 first as a
member and from 1944 as its President,
I have been an elected President of the
Council for four consecutive terms
continuously. There was competition
for the Presidentship only for the first
term and for the other three terms, my
election as President has been upani-
mous and without contest. From the
very beginning, when I stood for the
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Medioal Council eleotions, 1" alwayi
topped the poll. Dr. Venkappa the
defeated ocandidate who is the lst
signatory to the memorandum of
allegations against me in the elec-
tions, was my rival in two previous
elections along with six more candidatess
In the first eleoction held in 1929 I
topped the poll securing 628 votes out
of 1,267 polled and he got 218.

In the second eleotion held in 1934, I
topped the poll with 1,258 votes, the
largest number secured by the next
candidate being only 66 votes and-
Dr. Venkappa getting only 7 votes. He

withdrew from the contest a few days
before the results were announced as he

practically had no support as indicated

by the votes he secured. 1 might also

state that the then ex-officio President

of the Council, the Surgeon.General

noting the result of the Medical Counail

slection in 1934, recommendéd to the’
Government to introduce a Rule

demanding an election deposit, In

1940, the elections were held under the

Madras Medical Registration Amends

ment Act. The Surgeon-General was

the Returning officer. I then contested

the election with a team as 1 did in

1946 and my team topped the poll.

It will thus be seen that there was no
need for me either to use the office of
the Medical Council nor take advantage
of my position as President for promo-
ting my interests as a candidate for
eleotion to the Medical Council. The
references to the previous Registrars of
the Medical Council could aot be
irrelevant, and the reckless allegations
made by the Special Officer regarding
their appointment and removal are
untrue. Sri Madhava Rao resigned as
a result of his own misconduot and
incompetance to hold office. There was
an enquiry into his conduct as Registrar
and in the eourse of the enquiry, Sei
Madhava Rao tendered his resignation
evidently to avoid what he must have
anticipated as the inevitable result of
such an enquiry and an additional black
mark on his conduct, as he had already
been condemned as an official receiver
in Salem. Sri Kuttappa the other
temporary Registrar whom I was com-
pelled to appoint to meet an emergedey
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-6n 4he “ove of the 1946 elections on
account ef Sri Madhava Rao’s quitting
office, was the Manager of the Surgeon.
General’s office and acting as Accounts
“Officer in that office at the time. At
first he was appointed as part-time
Registrar of the Medical Council in
addition to his duties in the Surgeon-
General’s office. Sri Kuttappa had
applied to the Surgeon-General for
extending his service as Assistant
Accounts Officer. In the circumstances
it is absurd for the speocial officer to
state that Sri Kuttappa, a Gazetted
cer whose services had merely been
ent to the Medical Council to do part-
time work as Returning Officer and
Registrar, would give any improper
assurance to a non-official President
of the Council who could not bestow
favours or patronage in the way the
Surgeon-General could. Sri Kuttappa is
‘a disappointed man as he had not
boen re-employed as Registrar, Medical
Council, inspite of the pressure brought
to bear on the President by a then
prospective Minister in charge of Public
Health who by that time had taken the
defeated candidates under his protection.
Even more unfounded is the statement
that Sri Kuttappa as Returning Officer
could not act impartially as Sri Kut-
tappa had been lent by the Government
to serve the Medical Council only for a
period of three months t.e. for the
period of the elections. Sri Kuattappa’s
oun statement that he, ‘‘successfully
managed the heavy work, connected
with the Madras Medical Council Elec.
tions as Returning Officer, independent
of. the President as he was himself a
candidate,’’ quoted by me earlier in
this Memorandum should prove that the
Special Officer himself did go out of
the way to allege recklessly that Sri
Kuttappa had to go out of the way to
please his boss, Dr. Kamath, The con-
duot, of Sri Kuttappa and Sri Madhava
Rso were subject matters of pro-
ceedings which were unanimously
approved by the Medical Council and
duly forwarded to the Government. As
stated by me above, the whole staff who
econducted the Medical Council Elections
in October 1946 including Mr. Kuttappa,
the Returning Officer, was requisitioned
by-the President from the office of the
-Sargeon-General for part-time gervice,

and it would have been impossible for a
non.official President to adopt question-
able means and methods in his favour
during elections as alleged by the
Special Officer. Yet the Special Officer
could get nerves from the Government
to say that the President used unfair
means to see that his team topped the
poll. Far from the President wusing
undue influence on any of the Registrars
including Sri Kuttappa, who was a
Government servant while serving as
Returning Officer, for the elections in
question and a Goverpment pensioner
during the period of the Special Officer’s
enquiry, it is the Government who
always had control over their officers
and pensioners that did actually
influence them as in the ocase of Sri
Kuttappa to make false allegations
against the President, A gross instance
of the Government’s and the Special
Officer’s improper activities in this
direction, is afforded by another tem-
porary acting Registrar also a Govern-
ment Pensioner who was also removed
from service as he prevented even the
President’s entry into the Mediocal
Council office svidently under instruc-
tions from Government locked-up the
Medical Council Office and handed over
the Lkeys to the Advocate-General.
This happened during the stay ordered
by the High Courtin C. M. P, 9975 of
1949 against the decision of the Surgen-
General declaring elections void. This
Registrar had been behaving like a cobra
under green grass, making it appear to
me that [ need not apprehend any
danger from him. He did bite me in
the end and it could be presumed that
he had much to do with the tampering
of the Ballot Box lying on the verandah
of the Secretariat outside the room of
the Secretary, Public Health Depart.
ment. For he had the key of the Ballot
Box as revealed to me in his report
snbmitted to me regarding the opening
of the Ballot Box by the Special Officer.

The following remarks of the Special
Officer appearing in the 17th paragraph
of his report are worth the kind unotice
of the members of the Committee,

« Before I proceed to deal with the
objections raised by the defeated candi
dates in their memorsndaum, I have to
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place on record the attitude of non-co-
operation on the part of Dr. Rama
Kamath, the President of the Counail,
He was placing obstruction in my way.
He did not permit his present Registrar
to give me the names and addresses of
successful candidates to enable me to
issue notices to them and hear their
reprosentations. He did not produce
the documents, he was required to pro-
duce and would not say what became of
them .

Not obeyingillegal Government orders
has been mis-interpreted as non.co-
operation. 1 had the authority of legal
opinions for what I did as wel] as the
approval of the entire Medical Council.
As stated by me above the Special
Officer had no independent oral evidence
much less any documentary evidence
except the contents of the Ballot Box
whose seals were found tampersd with
at the Secretariat. Rule 16 of the rules
on election is definite that the records
of elections should be destroyed six
months after the date of elections., It
is to be deemed that any enquiry after
the lapse of six months, is time barred.
The Special Officer made it appear to
me that he was a court though he wrote
at the same to the Government (on
13.6-1949) amongst other things as
stated by me earlier that he should be
invested with the powers of a Civil
Court to enforce attendance of witness
and productions of documents by the
witness. He enclosed in the cover
addressed to the Government, a copy of
sommons issued to me where in he
threatened me that if I failed to appear
I would keep myself
penalties provided under the law for
disobeying the orders of a public servant,
In the same letter he recommended to
the Government to prosecute me under
Indian Penal Code.

I replied to the effeot that the
President, Medical Council and the
Council had made their poisition quite
clear that the special enquiry was
wholly illegal, ultra-vires and uncons.
titutional. The Special Officer was also
informed that any action taken by him
against me for not heeding his summons
would be futile. If the Special Officer
had power to punish me and other

liable for thse.
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sucoessful oandidates who would -not -
appear before himby anymeans, he would
not have hesitated to take drastic action
against us, He had the Government at

his command. But nothing was done'
a8 he and the Government were quite

conscious that what they were doing
was wrong and ocould not have legal

sanction. Yet the enquiry was gone

through with no documents except those

found in the tampered Ballot Box and

basing on the fiadings of the Special

Officer, the members of the Select Com-,
mittee have been requestsd to consider

the proposed amendment Bill,

It was a very unfortunate ciroums-
stance that though the bundle of
Government documents containing’ the
confidential report of the Special Officer
submitted to the Government, the
learned Judges who sat in judgment.
in C. M. P. 9975 of 1949 did not think
it worth while to go through this
report. Perhaps the scope of a wrib
application did not permit them to,
go into the question of the allegationsd
of irregularities contained in the Mema®
randum of the defeated candidates
though they were the main ground for
all troubles between me, the President,
Medical Council, and the Government.
When our learned Advocate was arguing,
the learned Chief Justice stated to
the effect that the Medical Council
though a tribunal to go through the
election disputes, was not empowered
with the powers of a Court-as in
Sections 13 anud 16 of the Medical
Act dealing with disciplinary control
over Registered Practitioners, in trying
whom the Medical Council had been
empowered with the authority of a
Court. To the learned Chief Justice
the matter of election disputes appeared
Something like a domestic affair. In
fact, the learned Chief Justice said so.
His Lordship and his collegue did not
examine the question whether Seotion
22 of the Aot contemplated an enquiry
of the nature as oconducted by the
Special Officer. The decision of the
Surgen-General was actually a reflected
image of the findings of the Special
Officer without a life of its own. He
was actually instructed to make use,of
the findings of the Special Officer tg.
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invalidate the 1946 elections to the
Medical Council. The Surgeon-General
implicitly obeyed orders. Only point for
dismissing the writ application was the
Jviolation of principles of natural justice
though the learned Judges referred to
the fact that neither the President nor
fhe other members of the Council, the
successful candidates did not take any
part in the deliberations of the Council.
In the very letter of the defeated candi.
dates to the Registrar Medical Council,
objecting to the elections, they had
‘asked that copies of their letters should
“bs sent to all the members of the
Medical Council and that they should
consider their objections in the interests
of the Medical Profession, If my learned
Advocate did not press his objection to
the theory of natural justice on which
the Hon, High Court relied, it was
because this theory was not given as
much importance hy all concerned
dyring the argument stage as it was
given in the judgment where it was
stated under the authority of English
Law Reports that mere presence of par-
%ies in a tribunal would vitiate the
principles of natural justice. The Conati-

tution of India pérmits the Speaker of

the Parliament of India to be not only
present but also to take part in the
discussion when a censure motion for his
removal is the subject matter before the
Parliament (Vide Article 181 (1) & (2) ).
I am merely mentioning this for what
it is worth, to indicate howfar mere pre-
sence of interested parties could effect a
decision of & tribunal whose fanctions
were not laid down in the Medical Act
or in the rules framed therounder
much less the methods to be adopted in
an election dispute. Inthe Actsconcern-
ing all self-governing institutions, there
is a clause that an interested member
of the institution should not be pre-
sent at the mesting of such a body.
Nothing to this effect flnds a place
in the existing Medical Registration

Aot which has constituted a Council of .

15 members, out of whom 7 members
contested sucoessfully the elections of
1946 and without whom or at least a
few of whom there could never be a
quorum for the Council Meoting.

It appeared during the argument stage
of the writ applioation, that the learned

Judges favoured the arguments of my
counsel as against the arguments of the
learned Advocate-General. In fact, the
learned Advoocate-General madea sugges-
tion whether I would agree to have the
case remanded to the Medical Council.
But our learned Advocate was so jubilant
of his success that Le turned a deaf ear
to the latter suggestion. The learned
Chief Justice did opine that Rule 19
was very defective. It was indeed
the misfortune of the successfal candi-
dates that they were made to suffer for
defeots in Rule 19, Ends of justice
demanded that the benefit of bad law
should be given to the innocent
sufferers. In fact, the Government
under Prakasam’s Ministry held this
view. The obsession of non.coperation
appearing profusely in the Government
files, did actually shroud the real issues
of the illegality of Government orders.
Myself and the Medical Council eould not
act on illegalities from whatever source
they came. There wers enough and
more materials to question the order
of the High Court in the Supreme
Court. But I did’nt do so. The matter
was not a personal one and more than
anything else, 1 have been a long stan.
ding surgical patient and could not
think of the idea of going to New Delhi
for this purpose.

Hon’ble Members may kindly note
what appers in the last two paragaraphs
of the learped judgement of the High
Court a8 quoted hereunder:

It £s most regretiable that elections held
in Octeber 1946 have beenn held to be void
in November 1949, Section 22 of the Act
contemplates immediate action on the
part of Government but this case reveals
long delays. The Government in their
order of March 2, 1948 gave the Councsl
time till March 28 t0.caeeaees el 75—0G.G.
28 cascesvareeesccremedy their neglect and
abuse of powsr but the Council refused to
do so. Nevertheless it is only on April
20, 1949 & year later that the Govern-
ment take the next step not strictly falling
within section 22.

We May also point out that Rule 19
needs to be ammend, as the larned
Advocate General himself conceded *-

It is evident from the above para.
graphs that the Government could no
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get materials and actors to bring about
a plot against me as promptly and as
quickly as the ocoasion demanded. They
had to concoct and fabricate evidence
and get suitable actors to play the farce
of an enquiry.

It ie also evident that whatever might
have been said by the learned Judges in
the earlier part of their order, they
finally agreed to some extent at least,
with the legal view of the President
and the Medical Council as repeatediy
dinned into the ears of the Government
a8 to the non applicablity of section 22,

In a letter to the Special Officer
addressed by the leader of the defeated
candidates which contains high flown
encomiums on the Special Officer for
having done justice to them, the follo-
wing paragraph appears amongst many
others which serve as an epilogue to the
dramatio plot against me :

“In the light of the above facts
which the petitioners were able to
gather and place before you after a
period of over two years and eight
months with great difficulty and handi-
caps, the petitioners pray for justice at
your hands in the interests of the regis-
tered medical proctitioners and their
conduct guided and controlled by the
Madras Medical Council established by
law. ”

This paragraph adds weight to the
delay to enact the plot against me with
methods and means,;most heinous,

I and the Medical Council would have
been quite in order if the Ballot-Box
was not sent to the Secretariat and the
Registrar destroyed the records of the
election as demanded by Rule 16 on
elections. The Government had no
powers to take away the Ballot-Box
from the oustody of the Medical Council.
In fact, before sending the Ballot.Box
to the Government, I went to Secre-
tariat and not being able to meet the
Public Health Minister and the oconcer-
ned Secretary, I saw the Assistant
Secretary who assured me that nothing
was going to happen and added that a
M.L.A. had given notice of a resolution
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regarding Medical Council elections and
the Government thought it might be
advisable to have Ballot-Box at the
Secretariat. The then Assistant Secre-,
tary was a person well know to me and
we had common interests in matters, .
spiritual. So T could not disbelieve.the
bona fides of the Government as stated
by the Assistant Secretary. I could
never apprehend that the matters would
take a different turn which they took
later. I did not interfere with the
Returning Officer’s duties and responsi-
bilities. 1f I did, I would not have sent;
the Bal.ot-Box to the Secretariat,
Depending upon honesty, - truth aXd
integrity which marked my administra-
tion, I could not be nervous of my bona
fides. The Government could not have
been able to touch me and the Mbdiecal
Counoil if I refused to send the box to
the Secretariat. I would have safely put
an end to my troubles and those of the
Council. The highly insinuating and_
defamatory statements recklessly made
by the Special Officer in regard to the
alleged delay in sending the Ballot-Bog
to the Secretariat is another flagrant
myth concocted by the Special Officer.

Col. 8. L. Bhatia now Major-General
was instructed by the Government
officially to tnvestigate the matter regar-
ding the objections of the defeated candi-
dates nearly two years before the Special
Officer’s enquiry (Annexure 4). I was
requested to help him with all facilities.
I would have gladly helped him but for
the fact that the Government Memo-
randum stated that the action they were
taking was under Section 22 of the Medi-
eal Act. Itooklegaladvice (Annexure 2)
and pointed out to the Government with
the approval of the Council that the
Government had no power to act under
Section 22 of the Act in regard to the
council elections. Major-General Bhatia
had been a good friend of mine and is so
even now. He would have believed me
more than the cock and bull stories of
the defeated ocandidates, My sense of
honour would not permit me to take
advantage of his friendship, A few
months later, Major-General Bhatia was
once again instructed by the Govern.
ment to ge through the matter himself.
This I came te know at Mangalore
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where we both travelled together in the
month of March 1949. He requested me
to send him eleotion files after his
return to Madras. I wassilent. In the
meanwhile I learnt that the Goveramen$
did not want him to proceed as eviden-
By the then Public Health Minister, a
Mangalorean came to know from
Mangalore that 1 was found moving
very intimately with Col. Bhatia.

° When the Surgeon-General, the same
Col. Bhatia had instructions to declare
the election invalid and after he
actually did so, he came to me and
gxpressed his sorrow. I told him, * you
are a Bhishma who had to serve the
Kauravas against his will though their
cause was unrighteous.” It will
interest the members of the Committee
if I were to narrate a similar episode in
my life when I was a Councillor
of the Madras Corporation. The Excise
Department foisted a case against me
for not holding licence to dispense
opium preparations, though medical
practitioners could possess a limited
»quantity of excisable drugs for the
.use of their profession but not for sale.
-The Police Commissioner was the
officer to conduct prosecution, The
position of Commissioner of Police
was not dissimilar to that of Surgeon-
General who was expected to know
a Medical Practitioner much better
than the officer of the Police Depart-
ment. I did not see the Commis-
sioner of Police to influence him any
way. On the other hand, I declined
to take in his suggestion that if I tooka
licence, the prosecution would be with-
drawn. Inspite of my non-co-operation,
the Police Commissioner wrote to the
Government more or less to the effect,
«Dr. Kamath as a publio man, has been
always attempting to purify administra-
tion, I cannot prosecute him’. The
Police Commissioner must have known
.my work as a Councillor of the
Madras Corporation. Iam only mention.
ing this episode to point out the level
of morale that existed in the Govern-
ment Departments during foreign Rule
and now.

There was another right loyal way
to win the approbation of the Govern-
ment at the same time manoeuvre

to kill the Government illegal order
under Section 22 of the Aot. The
Council consists of 15 members, 7
elected by the general constituency, 5
Government officials belonging to diffe-
rent medical colleges and three nomi-
nated members, The only members
who attended more regularly council
meetings were those belonging to the
18t group. Due to exigency of service
such as University examinations etc.,
the 5 Government officiala could not be
quite regular in attendance at the
Council meetings, much more the nomi-
nated members,with the result that there
would not have been a quorum of 7
members for the meeting of the Council
without the President and atleast a few
members belonging to 1st group to have
a quorum to enable the Council for sitting
in judgement, to carry out the high sense
of natural justice, adumbrated in the
learned judgement of the High Court.
If meeting after meeting was summoned,
there would not have been a quorum of
7 members and even by a remote chance
there were a quorum, the Medical
Council would not have gone agsinst
its own decision which the Council
declared on the memorandum of objec-
tions of the defeated candidates and
which it did without the interference of
its President and the other six members
of the Council, the successiul candidates.
The Public Health Minister, with his
trusted Secretary, the Law Minister
with his entire Legal Department and
the Finance Department of the mighty
Government would not have had the
courage of winning over any member
of the Council even by a D. O. by which
means, the Government ordered the
Surgeon.General to declare the 1946
Medical Council Elections void. The
bundle of Government documents with
the orders to the Surgeon-General was
before the High Court. But alas ! the
sense of natural justice weighed entirely
towards the defeated candidates as
against the mere presence of the
suocessful candidates at the meeting of
the Medical Council. The deliberate
order of the Government to the
Surgeon.General to invalidate the elec.
tions which amounted to a culpable
orime, was certainly more heinous than
the violation of the principles of naturaj
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justice-complained of by the Govern-
ment and finally upheld by the Hon’ble
High Court. But straight honest
methods do not yeild immediate results.
It was so with the fight between the

mighty Government and myself, a
humble persen.

The Government must be fully aware
of my popularity with the Medical Pro-
fession as could be evidenced from the
proposed Bill. They spprehended that I
might contest elections again and might
be installed once again as the President
of the Medical Council. To prevent this
eventuality they had proposed that the
Director of Medical Services or his
Duputy should be the future President
of the Council. They have also proposed
another amendment even to remove
from the Council, a member not
wanted by them. Now that I am
not contesting elections, it is just
possible that some of the amendments
proposed in the Bill might be with-
drawn. The Public Health Minister has
magnanimously prepared a way to it by

suddenly resigning after he introduced
the Bill.

Whatever be the merits or demerits
of the necessity of going through the
confidential report of the Special Officer
whom the Government appointed ille-
gally for the only purpose of removing
me a8 the President of the Medical
Council, you have a responsibility to
maintain purity of Administration which
should be discharged without fear or
favour. I am a respectable citizen who
had been serving the medical profession
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in and outside Medical Council; bejng
elected to do soalways with a thumping
majority. For 8 terms, I was elected
unanimously by the Medical Council
without contest. I had to contest a for-
midable opponent only once at the very

18t election of the President. Though I,
have been an uncompromising oritio
regarding Government Medical Officers,

1 could command the support also of

Government officials to serve my bre-
thren in the medical fraternity, The

abominable reckless abuses hurled at me

by the Special Officer most uncharitably’
and by the two ministers on the floors

of the State Legislature, behind m)
back, would remain a blot on the non-

official block of the medical profession

of which I was only a bird of passage.

My administration as an non-official

President of the Medical Council had

been of highest order both in quality

and quantity as evidenced by 'my suc-

cessive elections as the President of the

Council. It was my selfless service to

the medical profession that was responsi.

ble to enable me to be elected to the.
position I held as the President of the
Madras Medical Council.

I appeal with all humility and since-
rily at my oommand that the Hon,
members of the Select Committee may
kindly not mind persons but take in to
their consideration high and noble prinei-
ples of democracy and give me a chance
to represent my case before them perso.
nally or suggest to the Government to
hold a public enquiry regarding my
conductas the President, Madras
Medical Counoil.
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OURSELVES.

The Medioal Praotitioner was brought
into existence by me in 1929 as a result
of a pledge given by me during my
jolectioneering ocampaign to represent
the Medioal Licentiates in the Madras
Medioal Council. In 1943 I fell ill and
had to undergo s preliminary operation
for preparing myself for aradioal opera-
tion later. In the middle of the year
1944 I was eleoted as the President
Madras, Medical Council. I could not
stand the strain of editing the journal
#hose ocolumns were msinly intended
for the uplift of my professional breth-
ren without interfering with the position
of my mors fortunate brethren in the
higher academio ladder. In fact my aim
was for the merger of both even at the
.cost of the disappearance of my brathren
in coursg of time. This was attained in
“about the year 1939 when the Govern-
ment abolished the licentiate course
and established one uniform course of
,university standard of medical educa-
“tion. In 1938 another reform for which
The Medical Praotitioner had been
striving hard for establishing & common
Medical Register arranged in alphabatic
order and not in three water.tight com-
partments, took shape. Enlargement of
the scope of honorary medical service
was another plank of reform on which
The Madical Practitioner stood. By
1944, it was possible to see that the
activities of the journal in this direction
fruotifying both in guantity and quality.
The only activity of the journal which
did not yield the expeoted fruits, is the
Subsidisal Rural Medical Relief Scheme
whioh was dwindly from bad te worse
after the National Congress leaders got
in the saddle of the Government. 1t is
indeed a very sad irony that the desci-

198 of Mahatma Gandhi who was res-
ponsible for the installation of the
Congress Governments in the Indian
Union, have bsen very callous to the

welfare of the villages, which was
dear to his heart, in spite of the
fact that the villages had 90% of the
.entire population and have been the
.main source of income to the Govern-
ment. In all the so oalled village re-con-
gtrgotion schemes and even in the

<

Timayigsy |,

National Planning. Schéme ~of the
Central Government, not much impor-
tance is given to the welfare of the
people. :

After I was elected as the President
of the Madras Medical Council, I have
been in a serious dilemma whether I
should publish ¢The Mediocal Praeti-
tioner’ or wind it for good. The Medical
_Pta.ctibioner was not a professional
journal so to say. I had to write from
A to Z in the journal as no body else
could do this work. I was growing
infirm and old to do the strenous work
of medical politics. In the meanwhile '
my unfinished work regarding Rural
Medical Relief was staring me in my
face. Quaokary has been making rapid
strides in the villages as the Congress
Qovernmenb were bent upon recognis.
ing quackery in soms shape or other. Ad
The Medical Practitioner is the official
organ of Madrss Provincisl Subsidisal
Rural Medical Practitioners’ Asso-
ciation I oconsulted, the Working
Committee and the committee unani-
mously decided that The Medical
Praotitioner should be revived. In
the meanwhile a large number of
medical men in and outside Govern-
ment service, were pressing me to
bring out the journal as they felt no
medioal journal was dealing with the
questions regarding medical profession
in the way, The Medical Practitioner
bad beea doing. The affairs of the
Madras Medical Council has served as
an incentive to begin my services afresh
to the profession, through the journal.
I appeal to the members of the profess.
ion to patronize the jouransl with the
same zeal as in the past. The fature of
The Medical Practitioner depends en-
tirely on its patrons. I never made any
profits in the past oa account of the
journal nor will I run it for gain in the
future. The Medical Practitioner is en-
tirely a concsrn of the medioal profes-
sion. It will be alive so long as it is fed
by its members.

V. RAMA KAMATH,
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DR. KAMATH Versus MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

The 1946 elections and the series of
acts of the Madras Government to
unseat Dr. V. Rama Ramath from the
position as the President Madras Medi-
cal Council for resisting illegal orders
of the Government, based on cock and
bull stories of six defeased candidates
out of sixteen all of whom were
thoroughly defeated at the elections,, is
the subject matter of a Memorandum to
be submitted by Dr. Kamath to the
Select Committee, appointed by the
Madras State Legislature to consider
the Bill to amend the existing Madras

-Medical Registration Act. The Memo-
randum is published in these columns
elsawhere and the readers are requested
to go through it, to be able to follow the
events referrad to in these columns.

While introducing the Bill to amend
the Madras Medical Registration Act, in
the two houses of Legislaturs, in the
middle of September 1351, the Public
Health Minister and the Law Minister
poured forth most vanomous falsa gtate.
ments against Dr. Kamath which they
said were based upon a confidential
report submitted to the Governmsnt by
a Special Officer appointed by them in
April 1949 nearly three years after the
date when the results of the 1946
elections were published. Dr.Kamath
challenged the Govsrumsnt to coms
out of the priveleged walls of the
houses of Legislature and repeat what
the two ministers said within them. So
far they are silent. The Spacial Officer
heold an enquiry on the Msmorandum
of objections complained of by the
defeated candidates who were stvled
as Patitioners by the Special Officer
and the seven successful candidateg—
the President of the Medical Council
Dr. Kamath and six members of the
Council were styled as Respondsnts,
The latter refused to appaar batore the
enquiry officer who was asked by them
to mention the authority basing on
which, the enquiry was to bs held. The
Spacial Officer wag silent though in the
summons to Dr-Kamath as the President
of the Council. he threatensd to taks
action for disobaying the Spacial
Otficar. This he never did. It is thus

evident that the enquiry had no legal
sanction.

The farcs of an enquiry which .was_
actually a conspired plot, the actors™
being the Government, the defeated
candidates and Kuttappa who was the
Registrar of the Medical Council and
whose services were dispensed with by
the Madical Council for misconduct and
incapacity. Mr. Kuttappa was the
Returning Officer who conducted the
elections in 1946. His services wete
lent to the Medical Council by the
Surgson-General to do part time work
along with 5 or 6 clerks belonging to
the office of the Surgeon-General.”Mr.
KRuttappaa ppealed to the members of the
Medical Council for re-instating him and
in his appeal he said among other
things that he conducted the elections
independat of the President.

The evidence before the enquiry,
officer was only from the defeated’
candidates. The petitioners were not
able to get even a single voter, outside
the defeated candidates though there
were as many as 3087 voters who teok
part in the elections. This was made up
and Mr. Kuttappa who, as Returning
Officer was solely responsible for the
conduct of the slections, was transform-
ed into a sort of approver by the Special
Officer, evidently under instractions
ftom the Government and was styled as
a “subssrvient”and"willing subordinate”
of the President, Dr. Kamath to make it
appoaar that the Returning officer com.
mitted irreqularitias under the behest of
the President. Me. Kuttappa could not
ba a subservient subordinate of Dr.
Kamath under any stretch of imagi-
nation as while acting as the Returning
officar, he was directly under the
Surgeon-General and his services were
lent to the Madical Council to do part
time work. Only one atrocious
falsshood appearing in the report of the
Spacial officer, may be stated to indicate
to what extent, the defeated candidates,
and the Spacial Officar went and con-
cocted evidsnce against Dr. Kamath. It
is alleged in the raport to tho offact that
Dr-Kamath got a vots of a lynatic,ons Dr.
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Madhpda Nayak, a retired Civil Assistant
Surgéon, residing at Mangalore and
forged his signature in the declaration

aper. Dr. Nayak though ill and bed-
ridden, is still in Mangalore, and would
indigpanﬂy say that those who were
fsponsible for the false delamatory
statement appearing in the, Special
Qfficer's report, are mad and he may in
addition hold them liable for civil and
criminal action for the libsl.

. After the confidential report of the
spacial officer reached the Government,
ict!was found at the Secretariat that the

overnment could not annihilate Dr.
Kamath on the legaland constitutional
field of battle between him and ths
Govarnment who took the dafeated
candidate under their protection as the
defoated candidates must have thought
it yery.risky to seek ralief in a court of

w for the elections irregulerities alle-
:§ed by them. The Government had reco-
urse to a new Rule which did not exist
prior to 1946 elections. as they found
shat even under Sectton 22 of the Act,
the Government had no power either
to hold an enquiry or invalidate the
elections- Under the new rule they
transformed the Surgeon-General into
a tribunal to go into the elections
dispute a second time. The Surgeon-
General was brdered by a D- O. letter
to declare the elections invalid even
before he held a bogus enquiry.
The President and the Medical
Council who throughout acted on
legal advice, would not recognise the
Surgeon-General asthe Medical Council
and the Surgeon-General obeyed his
masters’ orders and declared the elec-

tionsinvalid and ordered fresh elections.

The moans and methods adopted by the
Government are unknown in the annals
of the histories of any Government
either here or elsewhers- Apart from
the injustica done to Dr- Kamath and
his team of successful candidates, this
gingle act of Government in tutoring to
the judge appointed by them that he
should pronounce judgment as per the
orders of the Government, is enough to
vondemn them and unseat them-

Though Dr- Kamath was removed from
the Medical Council, the Governmant
kasw his popularity with the members

a

of the medical profession and appre.
hended that he would come back to the
Council, if elections were held. They
also knew that if returned to the Coun-
cil, he would be at the helm of the
Medical Council, judging from the past
when Dr.Kamath continued to be the
President for four successive terms
and that without contest- It must be
also within the knowledge of the
Government that ever since Dr. Kamath
entered the Council in 1929, he gave
lot of troubles as an ordinary member
of the Council,to the successive Surgeon-
Generals, the eox-officio Presidents of
the Council, in his fight to ameliorate
the lot of the independent medical pro-
fession who have been suffering from
the objectionable policy of the Govern-
ment in showing invidious distinctions
between state-paid practitioners and
private practitioners. To meet such a
contingency, the Government have come
forward with a Bill to smend the Madras

Medical Registration Act, for reverting
to the old order of things and have a

Governmant nominated President in the

person of the Head of the Medical De-

partment, his Deputy or a hunchman

of the Government. They have also
proposed another amendment amongst a

few others of lesser import, providing

for special powers to the Government to

remove from the Medical Council a

member not wanted by the Government

a piece of legislation, the like of which is

not known in any constitution. There

ig a provision in the Indian Constitution

to remove a member of the House of

People for misconduct or misdemeanour

not by the Government but by the

House of People itself.

The Madras Government seem to
have gone amuckdue towant of control
over them. Time is ripe and events are
opportune either to bring them to their
gonses or unseat them altogsther, The
members of tha medical profession are
trusted by the people, rich or poor.
They are in a position to remedy the ills
from which the public suffer, for want of
agood Government. They can adminis-
ter a very good remedy from their chairs
in their consultation rooms, quietly
without any fuss, by advising their
patients not to yote for the members
forming the present Government.
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THE MADRAS MEDICAL COUNCIL BEFORE AND AFIER {944,

The Madras Medical Council came
into existence in 1915 and till 1944 the
President of the Council was the
Surgeon-General with the Government
of Madras, in his ex-offieio ocapacity. In
the middle of the year 1944 Dr. V. Rama
Kamath was first elected as the Presi-
dent of the Council by the members of
theCouncil. From the year 1929 till 1939
he represented the Medical Licentiates
and all and saundry practitioners who
were not the graduates of the Madras
State Universities and who were not
also in the British Medical Register.
From the year 1940 Dr. Kamath repre.
gented all registered medical praoti-
tioners whose names are found in the

Madras Medioal Register.

In 1929 the office of the ‘Medical
Counoil was located in the residence of
the olerk of the Council ard the Regis-
trar of the Council with L. M. & 8.
qualification attended the office as and
when he had leisure as he practised his
profession in spite of his being a full time
servant of the Council. During the 1929
elections Dr. Kamath foundin the course
of his electioneering campaign that there
were a large number of practitioners
possessing certificates indicating their
Registration in the Provincial Register
but their names were not found in the
Register. It was not possible for him
then to find out the cause of such an
anomaly. After his entry into the
Council, when he was at an enquiry in
regard to disciplinary action against a
registered praoctitioner, Dr. Kamath
accidentally came across a hand-written
medical Register in which lot of pages
were torn. The matter was then and
there reported to the Sargeon-General,
the then President. Later the matter
came before the Council and a commit.
tee was appointed by the Council to go
into the matter. The committee found
out with the help of the Council auditor
that a little over Ras. 5000 had been
defalcated and a large namber of
names of the practitioners who were
issued by the Registrar certificates
of registration, did not appear in the
printed register and there were lot of
-errors in the cash book maintained by
the Registrar. This episode cost the

‘ment Medical Officers.

council Rs. 5000/- and the oclerk only
was prosecuted and sentenced to-
imprisonment. Dr. Kamath woald nof

stop there, he got the names of the-
practioners who possessed the Redistra-

tion Certificates entered in the Medical

Roegister and saw to it that the Regis.

trar who was responsible to eonvert the

Council into a State of Denmark, was"
removed from office making good parts
of the money, lost by the Council. All

this work Dr. Kmath could do by giving-
notices of resolutions. Till the entryof

Dr. Kamath into the Council not a

singla member had recourse to such a

procedure to serve the moembers of the

mediocal profession.

The Medical Registers which are the
only documents to prove Registration
of praotioners with their quslificationa
and which had to be pablished beford.
the end of the January following the
calender year during which period the
practioners got registered, were noé
published in time and the Registrar
took even 2 years after due date to
publish the same. Dr. Kamath even-
tually succeeded at least to get the
Registers published earlier than before.

In addition to the improving the
administration of the Moedical Council
Dr. Kamath had been doing all that was
possible, to put a atop to the invidious
distinctions shown by the Governmens,
between State.paid practioners and
private practioners but the Government
had been callous and even adamant.
The callousness is ssen more now than
during British Regime. Only one thing

» could be achieved by Dr. Kamath in

this direotion and that is, the abolition of
the baneful procedure of getting coun-
tersigned the Medical Certificates isaued
by private practitioners by the Govern-
But the Govern.
ment introduced another objectional
procedure of obtaining second opinion
on the ocertificates issued by private
practioners, At the instance of. Dr.
Kamath, the Medical Council unani-
mously protested against the latteér
prooedure but with no effect.

At the instance of Dr, Kamath.the
Indian Medioal Dagrees Aot was amen.



ke ifiwadily possible fo - prose-
uacks from ' assuming  bogus
ms . qualifications. During the
«period /when Dr. Kamath was the
{ sident of the Couneil a large number
‘of quacks were recommended to the
= Gbyerament by the Medical Council for
. prosecution. ‘But the Government did
“not take action in a large number of
Ses.  One such glaring case should be
sntioned as the complainants in this
ase were Registered Practioners of
i 2 Anantapur, who brought to the notice
of the Medical Council that a person
X assuming bogus degrees was put in
b of qualified praetioners for doing
ations against  cholera. The
yuncil warned the Muncipal Health
fficer for his indiscretion but they

f jould” do nothing to the bogus
sractioner as it was the Govern-
ent who should prosecute him.  The

Medical Founcil recommended his
q v;os’ecl.ﬁc‘)n. This bogus practioner was
" 'a Councillor of Anantapur Muncipality
8 i 3 5
L “wand he was managing to get his
.certificates recognised by the ' Revenue
- ¥ Department, Police Department not to
i~ mention about the other Government
* Departments. The Government would
= not prosecute him as it was reported
‘that a henchman of the Government
{ ‘managed to hush up the case. = This
~ bogus practioner is still at large ham-
{5 pering the growth and prosperity of the
{ '\ scientific medical profession.
. :. During the regime of the ex-Officic
57 ~Presidents of the Council, it was possible
for persons holding bogus qualifications
to be in the Provincial Medical Register.
' One such person was & compounder,
. 'working in the Raja Ramaswamy Muda-
. liar lying in Hospital, attached to the
. Stanley Medical College then Royapuram
. Medical School. This compounder was
‘later able to be a Honorary Presidency
' Magistrate. Dr, Kamath, while serving
_ as an ordinary member of the Council,
was able to detect these fraudulent
registrations and got the Mediocal
- Register weeded out of their existence.
= There were quacks and charlatans
~ mostly in villages during foreign rule.
Dr. Kamath did his best to reduce their
member when he was an ordinary mem.
" ‘ber of the Council and after he became
~ the President, he led a crusade against

. PRACTITIONER

the quacks and the Council requested
the Government more than -
through resolutions to see to it ‘atleast
that the quacks who easily entered the
Register maintained by the Board of
Indian Medicine, brought about not by
law but by an Administrative Order of
the Government, did not use drugs and
appliances pertaining to the scientific
system of medicine, popularly known as
Allopatheio system.  But the Goven-
ment took no steps in this direction. To
the extent the Medical Council had
been persistently dinning into the ears
of the Government about the danger  of
quacks to the same extent the Govern-
ment have been deaf and have been
actually encouraging quackery.  The
Government seem to be of the opinion
that the rural folk who form more than
909 of the total population of the State
and who are mainly responsible to fill up
the exchequer of the Government did
not need qualified medical-men to treat
them when they are ill. The Govern-
ment have decided to let loose gquacks
on the village population to serve as an
eye wash for medica] relief. If the
Government persist in their policy
unhampered, Governm e nt trained
quacks would flood towns and citiesalso
to the detriment of the health and wel-
fare of the public. A Medical Couneil
with a an ex-officio President would not
be able to raise his finger against the
policy of the Government however
dangerous it may be.

The Medical Register is a public docu-
ment within the meaning of the Indian
Evidence Act,to prove the qualifications
of registered practioners. There had
been a large number of Government
Medical Officers who possessed specialist
gualifications which entitled them to -
aspire for specialist appointments under
the Government. The President Dr,
Kamath had been repeatedly bringing
to the notice of the Government through
the head of the Medical Departmes
that the Government should net rec
nise an officer as a speoialist unless
specialist qualifications were entered in
the Medical Register, The Gov
ment had been to the same ext
lukewarm. Yet, Dr. Kamath was
to persuade a few such specialists ]
_ their specialist qualifications registersc

once




pensioner so far P

service at the time when

ial Medical Register was

to  existence in 1915 and

g6 name is not found in the Medi-

c ‘quutet When Dr. Kamath was
an ordinary member of the  Madical
i Coungil and later when he served as its
| dent, he brought to the notice. of the
ant'geon-General that house appoint-
nents were made in the Gevernment
ospitals with total disregard to the
Medical Act as they were found working
the hospitals without being registered.
-even this day Dr. Kamath’s warning
seems to have had little or no effect.
; was the lot of Dr. Kamath to remind:
M. S. Officers including suceessive
-Generals to register themselves

before they drew their salaries. A few
M. 8. officers did even protest asthey
said their names were in the British Ra-
gister. They eventually had to yield not
because of Dr. Kamath but for fear of
not getting their pay, There was
e Director of Public Health who
could serve as such for several
‘months without being in the Register,
he was also eventually warned ab
the instance of Dr. Kamath. There has
en instances of eriminal violation of
ﬂ;s Medical Act by those in authority

i regard to the appointment of subsi-
ed rural practioners and honorary
lical Officers. A. District Medical
of the Nilgms Distriet appointed

r retired from Malayan service

y submhaed practioner. The latter
Medical Council for regis-

Kamath was then an

r member of the Council. When

e then ex-officio President
'Modmal “Council gut ‘his appli-

' - the Couno! Kamath

by the Government.
Government ooald
selves.

The raaders wcmld be!ihsckﬁﬁh
that the proceedings ¢ d
Council had not heen  co 2
quired by law ever since t
Council came into existence ir
1944 when  Dr.

Kamat

to the Government and the
advised Dr. Kamath to get ¢
ings confirmed with a T8
effect,

Dr. Kamath was an active
Dog not only of the Medical Co
such but also of the interests
members of the noble pr
-outside service. The Gos

‘not want him to continue his

to the medical profession and
to the general public. T}m,y
him for his doggedness in d
Gltl):emment Orders in the
alleged imaginary irregularities
1946 Medical Council ‘elections
Dr. Kamath did with the

the Council and on legal
Kamath will be failingi

does not express his dei
gratitude to his collegues
Medical Council who treate
eldest member of a happy“j
The quantity and quahty

~out by Dr, Kamath in
‘entirely due to the brot]

‘co.operation he had fro

“of the Council. Though

members- of the Co

. Government medical

position or Govern
members, never did the
Kammth ieel that ,
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THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER IS NOT A
BUSINESS THAT IS RUN FOR PRIVATE GAIN.
ITS FUTURE EXISTENCE DEPENDS ENTIRELY
ON ITS - PATRON-SUBSCRIBERS. ITS ' SUB-
STANCE WILL BE ITS SHOW TO DESERVE

' ITS USEFULNESS.

AFFAIRS OF THE MEDICAL PROI;‘ESSION

JARE CONSIDERED TO BE OF LITTLE OR OF

NO IMPORTANCE BY THE LAY PRESS. IT IS
THEREFORE NECESSARY THAT THE MEM-
BERS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION SHOULD
TREAT THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER AS A
.ngdM TO VENTILATE THEIR GRIEVANCES.

THE COLUMNS OF THE MEDICAL PRACTL
TIONER WILL ALWAYS BE KEPT AT THE
SERVICE - OF THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS
WHEREVER THEY BE AND IN WHATEVER
POSITION. THE VILLAGE DOCTORS WILL
RECEIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION.

PN RS Y R S

SAAA AR R A AN AR S S a SRR R e 28 LRI LA WA W AR Y



Reg. No. M. 3685.

50 R gy R s Ty R TR R 1 0 Ty B, 1Ky ity

Two Reliable ;(/ja/oa[af ‘%&9&&2’5
‘ HAVE STOOD

THE TEST OF TRIALS.

MENESTRIN CAPSULES

LTI T il ST

T

55 S0 1 R g Py Wy g T O g 287 P, 4

g g g O

H

SAFE AND CERTAIN CONTRACEPTIVE H

BY MOUTH H
{
{ KOO-KOOMIN |
-é:_ ’ H
FOR WHOOPING COUGH L
{
Try the above Specialities £
If Other Remedies Disappoint You. 3
¥
i
H
Y £
ENQUIRIES ANSWERED WITH PLEASURE z;
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