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Editorial.

Another academic year has gone and another number of
our Magazne, the 33rd of its kind, is presented to our readers
with our most cordial greetings. Our object is not only to
stimulate literary efforts on the part of pupils, but to provide
gsome solid fare to the general reader from scholarly pens.
Our journal also serves to link together students, past and
present and we rejoice that all the leading articles in this issue
are from Old Boys or old members of the staff.

* * * *

Our learned Bishop in his instructive article “The Art of
Living” shows the youngsters the way to learn and “drink deep
at the Pierian Spring”’, Sri M. R. Rajagopala Iyengar; M A.L.T.,
is one of the distinguished alumni of this Institution, now
enjoying a well-earned period of retirement after a bright careey
in the Madras Educational Service, His article should bring
home to us the emptiness of mere slogans and challenge us
to ‘‘sacrificial service combined with brotherly out-look.”
Sri T. M, Krishnaswami Iyer, B.A., B.L., is another of our
distinguished Old Boys. He served for sometime as Chief
Justice of Travancore and is at present the leader of the Madras
bar. Heis & profound Tamil scholar and reputed for his
inspiring ‘Bhakthi Bajans’y for which he has been most
deservedly awarded the title of “@@lysyp weefi’’. In these
pages, he invites the young readers to share with him the joy
of real ‘Bhakthi’—relationship with the Divine,

* * * *
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Sri G. T. Williams, one of the leading lights of the Tamil
Evangelical Lutheran Church is the Chairman of their Board
of Education and was the Publicity Officer of the Tranquebar
Quarter Millennium Jubilee Celebrations. Some one said that
the newly consecrated Bishop is an Old Boy of ours like Sri
Williams. But on scrutiny we have found that it is not the
Bishop but his brother who passed through our portals,

* * * *

Sri D. Ramachandran, B, A. (Hons.); sometime lecturer
in the Findlay College and now the Managing Director of the
Mannargudi Bank and President of our Old Students’ Associa-
tion, is not new to our pages. In fact, he can be called the
“Patron Saint’ of this journal for there is not a single issue in
which he does not give a “feast of reason”. We are proud of
two other Old Students, Sri R. 8. Desikan, M.A.,L.T., of the
Presidency College; Madras, a writer of repute in Tamil and

Vidwan D. G. Thangaraj, a budding writer of promise belong-
ing to a younger generation.,

* * - * *

We certainly agree with “Doctor’
are indeed “ecnlightening and enter
Doctor?” may well be another point for oy readers to ponder.
The old cloak he wears is rather too thin to veil his identity.
But can you really find him out? We wonder whether his

title *“M. D.”” means “Doctor of Misunderstood and Misused
words and phrages’’!

’ that his points to ponder
taining’’. “Who is this

»* »* * *

We have introduced this ti

_ nt e an innovation in publishin
our pupils’ artistic efforts in b :

addition to the literary pieces
Seli(;fed from the Class manuscript magazines. We gopz the
aesthetic sense exhibited by our . .
appreciation. , Youngsters will meet with
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THE ART OF LEARNING.

By
Rr. REv. H. B. THORP, M, A,

Yes, it is indeed an art, and not just drudgery. If it
were not, it would not be worth an article in this Magazine;
you would say that you have enough of it in school hours.
And if it were not an art, this subject would not be of interest
to the many Old Boys who, I hope, still read the Magazine.
For if it is an art, then it is not something that we should
want to leave behind us when our school days are over, but
rather something that we should continue to practise all our

lives.

In all learning, that is to say in all acquisition of know-
ledge; there are two processes. First of all, the knowledge
is given to us from outside. This may be through a teacher,
or through books, or through our direct experience. Secondly,
we have to make an effort to acquire the knowledge, and to
make it onr own. This is the art of learning, and if you can
learn this art before you leave schood, it will be worth more to
you in after ife than all the knowledge you have gained
through it up to that time.

There are three things that we have to do in the process
of learning. If we are learning from a teacher, he will help
us to do them, but he cannot do them for us. If we are
learning directly from books, without a teacher to guide us,
then we must do them entirely for ourselves; and the same is
true if we are learning from experience.

The first thing that we bave to do is to pick out of the
mass of knowledge that is presented to us the things that
we need to learn, the things that concern or interest us- This
is not @ matter of choosing what is pleasant and easy and
rejecting what is difficult. Some things are more important
for us to know than others. If we are learning from a teacher
we can assume that he will do all this work for us; if we are
learning from books, then some of it has been done if we have
been advised to read those particular books. But in learning
from experience, we must do this entirely for ourselves. We
cannot possibly appropriate all the knowledge that is persented
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to us, in the newspapers, for example. We must pick out
from them the things that are important for us to know,

The second thing that we have to do is to link on the
pew knowledge to something that "wé know already, This is
the only sure way to remember it. 1f we are learning from a
teacher, he will fry %o help us to do this. He knows what he
has already taught us, and will lead on from that to the new
knowledge. But if we are learning from books or experience,
then we must do this for ourselves. It is better to read books
abouf some subject of which you already know something.
If you want to learn something that is quite new, then you
should think how you can best link np the new" knowledge
with something that you already know. ‘

The third thing that we have fo do isto make the new
knowledge our own. This is something that we must do
entirely for ourselves, though a teacher can help wus to do it.
This is the purpose of practical experiments in science; to help
us to discover for ourselves the facts of nature that others have
discovered before us. We shall understand them much better
if we can discover them forourselves. It is unfortunately not so
easy to arrange this kind of practical learning in other subjects,
We can learn something of geography by travelling, of langu-
ages by speaking and. writing them. But the best way of mak-
ipg any piece of knowledge really our own is to teach it to some-
one else: This is one of the fundamental principles of Dr.
Laubach’s Adult Literacy work. “Rach one, teach one’. If
you cannot find some one else who wants to learn what you
have learnt, you can imagine that you have got ta teach it to
someone; and prepare the lesson.

" If you have learnt the art of learning while you are at
school, you will continue to learn afterwards. You will learn
now through books and through experience;, not from a
teacher. You will learn many new subjects. Some of these
will be easy to link on to the knowledge we gained at school;
if 0, nofonly will the new knowledge be eaéiér to acquire,
but it will also help us to remember what .we learnt at school.
We shall have acquired not only the art of learning,

but also
that of remembering what we have learnt,
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SLOGANS AND SHIBBOLETHS.
By

M. R. RAJAGOPALA |YENGAR, M.A., L.T-

We often hear people calling the present period in the
world’s history as the Atomic Age, for the power concentrated
in the atom is now used for destructive purposes as atom
bombs, hydrogen bombs and the like, as well as for promoting
the welfare and progress of mankind. So far as India is
concerned, we have not yet arrived at the Atomic Age and are
still in the age of Slogans and Shibboleths. Kvery other day,;
we see and hear large numbers of men marching along the
streets of towns and cities shouting some slogan or other at the
top of their voices—slogans like “Down with—" ¢ Long live—"
“gfls” e fls” and “aryps”®, These slogans are watchwords
or mottos of parties, factions or groups of men aod are often
uttered as if they weré sacred mantrams which would bring
about the result desired by the party or group, even though
they have not understood the full significance of the words and
have not cared to ask themselves witether they are reasonable
at all and if so within what limits So also we often repeat
maxims or rules of conduct embodied in old or new sayings
without examining whether these maxims or sayings are
applicable to modern conditions and whether they confain any-
thing of permanent value. These sayings or maxims may be
called shibboleths whose meaning and value are, at best, vague
and unproven.

For instance, orators speak eloquently on public platforms
of this or that as being one’s ¢birthright”’. By the mere fact of
a man being born in a certain country or in a certain class or
social group; he claims certain privileges as being due to him
and resents their denial. It is often said that every citizen may
claim as his birthright that the State should provide him with
gainful employment such as he has an aptitude for, no one can
take exception to the statement that statesmen should, as far as
possible, try to find ways and means for providing all those
who are willing and able-bodied with suitable employment.
But when it is claimed as a birthright, the implication is that
the state is committing a serious wrong to the individual by
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withholding from him what is unquestionably his right or due.
What is the meaning of & ‘right’ or ‘birthright’? Can we call
anything oar ‘right’ if we are not in a position to secure it by
persuasion or by force! When we establish anything as our
‘right’ by proceedings in & court of law, we seek the force or
might of the state administering justice, When we are power-
less in securing our objects or desires for want of might or
persuasion, birthright is merely a rhetorical expression intended
for emphasis or eloquence. If a man has a nataral right to
anything in this world, it is his own life, for no one is so
concerned with its welfare or woe as he himself, And yet the
penal codes of many countries deny this right and have enacted
penalties against the attempt to commit suicidee A man may
be starving for want of food or have a painful disease which
doctors have declared 1incurable; yet if he attempts to take his
life which has become a painfal burden to himself and, what is
worse, & burden to others, one would think it reasonable that
the man should have the right to end his life if he chose. When
this right is denied and the abtempt to exercise it is called a
crime, how irrational is it to call other desires or demands by
the high sounding term ‘birthright’!

When prizes are given away to boys in schools and colleges
for distinction in sports, the Chairman or President who
distributes them is, most often, eloquent on the moral value of
games and sports and repeats the shibboleth, “The battle of
waterloo was won in the playing fields of Eton’’. If [ remem-
ber right, it was the Duke of Willington who is said to have
stated it for the first time. What is meant is that because of
English boys taking an enthusiastic interest in the games and
sports of public schools, in later years they were able to defeat
the great Napoleon at Waterloo, Before this defeat; Napcleon
won victory after victory over the British and their allies; the
playing fields of Eton had not saved them from defeat at the
hands of Napoleon, In what public schools, had Napoleon’s
men plaved games when they won victories and why were they
defeated in spite of their games in schools? 1t is forgotten by
those who repeat this shibboleth that victory in battles is often

a matter of chance and should not be attributed merely to skill
or even to powerful armaments.
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In these days of the fall of monarchies and the rise of demo-
cratic governments, the cry is often heard that all men are
equal and that people should fight for equality and liberty.
There may be a modicum of truth in these words, but there is
often po clear understanding of what is meant by them. If we
observe the men around us, we shall find no equality among
them, either in their physical equipment or in their intellectual
and moral powers, Inequality seems to be the rale. Hven
among brothers, there is no equality; one is intelligent and
active and another is dull and slovenly. Even twins that show
& physical resemblance, are often found to differ in their mental
make-up- So when we are asked to fight for equality, it cannct
mean that we should fight for attaining equality. What is
meant is only this; The state should see that all its citizens
should be given equal opportunities for rising to their full
intellectual and moral stature and that no individual caste or
class should be favoured with undue and unfair advaotages. -

The cry for freedom or liberty is even louder but very few
seem to pause and ponder whether the state should permit
every citizen to speak and act just as he likes when, by doing
50, he might injure the interests, physical and moral, of others,
No one can claim absolute liberty or freedom. Society can
progress smoothly only if there is some check on the liberty of
individuals. We should remember that, some years ago; when
there was scarcity of food, the owner of lands was not allowed
the liberty to bring, for the consumption of himself and his
family, as much paddy or wheat from his lands as he chose.
The Government dictated the quantity that he would be allowed
to have for his own use. He was not permitted to sell the
excess to any one he chose and at any price he wanted although
it was his own property. His freedom in this respect was
subjected to severe curtailment in the interests of society as a
whole. So liberty or freedom can only be relative and has to
be determined by the conditions or circumstances of the time.
When we raise a clamour for freedom and liberty, we have to
bear in mind the limits within which alone, they can be
claimed, otherwise the slogan is a mere shibboleth.
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Who has not heard the maxim “Follow Nature” given as
sage advice’ Here again, the maxim or advice is not entirely
wrong. There are situations when following nature may' yield
good resulte, But very few understand what is meant by follow-
ing nature The word ‘nature’ is too vague to base one’s advice
upon. Suppose the doctor prescribes a dose of castor oil to a
patient; there is a ‘natural’ unwillingness in the patient to take
castor oil. Is he to ‘follow nature’ and refuse to follow the
doctor’s advice? If a boy shows an aversion from mathematics
and has a real aptitude for drawing, the father may perhaps be
right in making his son “follow nature” and develop his skill
in drawing, painting and the like. Buf what is called nature is
not always a safe guide. Children are; in general, selfish by
nature; their natural impulse is to seek enjoyment for them-
selves often at the expense of other children. They would by
nature; ask for the whole cake and sulk if asked to share it with
others like themselves. Are they to be permitted to indulge in
their natural inclinations? Fven among grown men, theare are
many who allow their natural impulses of selfishness and greed
to get the upper hand and act in ways that are unsocial. The
great prophets and spiritual teachers of the world attained their
greatness by a rigorous control of their natural impulses and
cravings., The wonderful discoveries and inventions of modern
science were achieved by men who “scorned delights and lived
laborious days” in their pursuit of truth, rejecting the tempta-
tion of their physical nature for indulgence.

As has been said before, slogans and shibboleths have a
measure of truth provided we have clear ideas of what We mean
when we utter them. When, like parrots, people repeat these
cries without knowing what exactly they mean and how far and
within what limits they are just and true, they become danger-
ous, especially when large numbers of men indulge in them.

Both the international and national situations are a challenge to us and
to our manhood. How are we going to stand up to this challenge? Not by
slogan and resolutions, not by mutual bickering, not by feeling despondent and
helpless but by putting aside our petty conflicts and differences by pulling
together and pooling our resources and facing the world as a united nation
determined to overcome all obstacles that come on its way.

—Nehru,
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BACK-WATERS OF ANANDA.

By
T. M. KRISHNASAMI AIYAR.

Travancore is a fine country—one of the finest I should
say. It is mounted on the top of the confluence of three
oceans, the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea; and the Bay of
Bengal. At this enchanting spot is built, the temple of Sri
Kanya-Kumari the guardian angel of the lives of the sea-world
on the South and the picturesque country set up to the North
and West. This point Cape Comerin-—is celebrated for the glory
of Sunrise and Sunset, As the ocean winds round the Cape
to the West. nature unveils many of the most charming
spots on the face of the earth, where land dressed in green
with the profuse leaves of cocoanut plantations is wooed and
embraced by the mighty arms of the ocean exhibiting the
billowy foams of irrepressible love on the coveted shores of the
main land. The ocean flood has gut innumerable ravines—
some of them very deep—into the heart of the country. The
beauty of Venice with its roads of water ways and the joy of
honey-moon of two great lovers—land and sea strike the mind
of the onlooker. Is this the land of Adam and Hve!

Nature here has unfolded a parallel to the realisations of
Saints in our lands. Humanity represents the back waters of
Divine Ananda. The Upanishads instruct us that the essential
nature of God and the Atman is ananda, God is the Ocean of
Apanda and man is but a back water, Countless back water
streams of the (tod-ocean fill the innumerable lives on Karth,
There is no Ananda or sense of joy in the world which is not
traceable to the waters of Ananda of God. The heart of man
is the Liord’s back water e who sees the Lord within his
own heart, will be able to see Him everywhere So said the
Saints.

The realisation of spirituality is conditioned on some
vital points of belief and conduct. The first essential
requisite for a rise in spirituality is the firm conviction and
the unalterable belief in the existence of God, the one God for

=
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all the Universe, The Second requisite is that there is a silken
chord that knits all beings with the Lord of the Universe. 1t
is never the case of a man establishing or creating a contact
with God but only the recognition of a contact already existing
and the search is only the search of how best that contact can
be made to profit humanity, The ntellectual conviction may
be sufficient to fulfil the two requisites just mentioned. The
third and the most universal requisite is to acquire an earning,
an insatiable atiraction towards God to koow Him, to serve
Him, to love Him and to become one with Him. The Lord
lives everywhere, All beings are His tabernacless To love
and serve all hife isthe best means of spiritnal realisation.
This coneeded; the condition of the heart and the intellect
working in unison on this platform becomes Bhakthi.
Victory never failed the votaries of Bhakti in any religion,
and they bave become the Saints for all the world over.

May Bhakti rule the world and bring it into the atmos-
phere of Peace and Love eveclasting.

——

*Thus it is that thy joy in me is go full. Thus it is that thou hast come
down to me, O thoua lord of all heavens, where would be thy love if I were not?

Thou hast taken me as thy partuer of all this wealth, In my heart is
the endless play of thy delight. In my life thy will is ever taking shape,

And for this, thou who art the King of Kings hast decked thyself in

beauty to captivale my heart, And for this thy love loses itself in the love of
thy lover, and there art thou seen in the perfect union of two,”

~Tagore (Gitanjali))
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Tranquebar Quarter Millennium dJubilee
Celebrations, Jan. 12-14, 1956.
B
G. T, VVILLIA?;IS, B A., L-T.

To commemorate the landing of the first Protestant
Liutheran Missionaries in 1706 at the coastal town of Tranque-
bar, the celebrations were arranged for by the Tamil Hvan-
gelical Lutheran Church and it was a great event, judging from
the ecumenic setting 1n which the Protestants of india, Asian
countries, the L. W, F. Executive members from Geneva and
representatives from America, Denmark. Sweden and Germany
took part, The highlight of the celebrations was the consecra-
tion of the Rt, Rev. Dr- R. B. Manikam as the Fourth Bishop
of Tranquebar and as the ficst National Lutheran Bishop of
India. Over a thousand delegates and about three thousand
visitors from all over India thronged the narrow streets of the
wave-beaten coastal town of Tranquebar on those days and
what was erstwhile a silent slumbering hamblet-town, was
slowly metamorphosed into an Later-national bee-hive city,
The hub of the celebrations was centered in the court-yard of
the old Danish fort, Dansborg, which has withstood the ravishes
of time and proudly stands today as a remnant of a pregnant
and fruitful historic past. A special train arranged for by the
Government of India brought the visitors in a gaily decorated
fashion and the town-streets were studded with flags and
festoons, The elephant with a decorated curtain hanging on
her forehead grected the over-sea visitors while the green
buntings and arches welcomed the guests and delegates. The
historic campus of the Dansborg was loaned by the Archaelogi-
cal Department of the Government of India and there stood a
wide pandal of cocoanut palm-leaved-roof, enough to accommo-
date a ten thousand-member audience. There were stalls and
booths exhibiting the latest publications, Christian literature
relating to the work of the past 250 years and exhibits of the
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran, Church work extended in the
Tamil Nad at present.

On 14-1.1956 the day of consecration the Jubilee
‘trumpets were sounded at 5 A M, heralding the importance of
the day. Tamil lyrics were sung by a group of singersin
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procession at that early hour, thus waking up ‘the delegates to
praise the Liord for His great mercies. The bells of the New
Jerusalem Church and the old Zion Church pealed their
anthems and thus added joy and jubilation to the day. At
8-30 A.M. a huge procession was formed at the gate of the New
Jerusalem Church; with the National Cadet Corps Girls
Division from the Liutheran Girls’ Christian High School,
Tanjore; leading in front. That was followed by Mr. G. T.
Williams, who acted as Pilot of the procession and then came
the members of the Youth Group, the Deaconess Order, the
members of the Venerable Church Council, National pastors,
oversea visitors and the Church of South India Bishops. At

the tail end of the procession came the Bishop designate and the
retiring Bishop, Rt- Rev. Dr. J. Sandegren,

When the procession neared the Fort Gate the Pilot
sought the Gute keeper, Mr. J. M. Davis, Chairman of the
Youth Group, to open and let in the procession, for which the
authority was sought for. The tap on the door was made
with the crozier of the Bishop and that itself was shown as
the symbol of authority. The gates were thrown open and the
procession wended its way while the songregation assembled
inside stood in solemn silence. Seats were provided,for all in the
procession and when all were seated the consecration service
began. Rt, Rev. Johannes Sandegren officiated, assisted by
two Indian pastors and by Bishop Ysander from Sweden,
Bishop Beste from Germany, Rev. Fry from U. S, A. and
Bishop Schioler from Denmark  As the mitre was put on the
head of the new Bishop and as he sto0d before the altar receiv-
ing the crozier the other helpers left it in his hands one by one,
thus leaving the new Bishop with the crozier alone. This
custom was borrowed and used for the first time from the
tradition of the old Malabar Syrian Church and it is & relic of
the past. The music was provided by the male choir from
Sirkali trained byMr. S. Solotnon, who has had musical train-
ing in Germany and by the Ladies’ Choir from Usilampaitti
Girl’s School trained by the Swedish Missionary Miss F.
Nordmark. The congregation participated in the service with

all alertness, piety and obedience to the Will of God. Every
face under the pandal beamed with joy.
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Then followed the Communion Service in the New
Jerusalem Church where the newly consecrated Bishop
officiated, while in the old Zion Church, Bishop Ysander
served at the Communion Table.

At 3 P. M. there was the Jubilee Celebration Meeting
presided over by Shri P. V. Cherian, Chairman of the Madras
State Legislative Council. Messages received from all over
the world were read and congratulatory speeches were made
by representatives from sister Churches and organizations.
The Altar and dais erected just in front of the prison cell
where Ziegenbalg was imprisoned brought home to the
assembled audience the uniqueness of God’s grace and
power as to how God has led His Church all these 250 years
through stress and storm and yet through His never-failing
love. With the praise to His Majestic Rule in voices in
unison the great celebrations ended. As one after another left
the great precincts of the Dansborg with satisfaction, wonder
and macvel at the experience gained there, and as the shadows
of the evening fell and darknes®® enveloped, there stood the
Monument of Ziegenbalg and the lonely Dansborg Fort, re-
peating the words of a Missionary who toiled in 1ndia:

«The roads which the Missionaries of former generations
built were not always straight or accurately cambered. But
they were buried beside the road. And the road was built.”

———

.......... is no longer with us but we still have his message and
something of the spark that he lighted within us. The great work that he
started is half finished and we have to go ahead without much rest or respite to
complete it, In that historic mission we are all comrades and as soldiers of

India, we shall march together and complete the task ™’
—Nehru,

«This is the true joy in life, the being used for a purpose recognised by
yourself as a mighty one; the being thoroughly worn oub before you are thrown
on the scrap heap, the being a force of Nature instead of a feverish selfish little
clod of ailments and grievances, complaining that the world will not devote

itself to making you happy.”
—Bernard Shaw.
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THE EXALTATION OF THE STATE.

By
D. RaMACHANDRAN; B. A., (Hons.)

A working definition of “State” would be that it is the
Reigning or Ruling Authority. This naturally suggests the
Ruler or Sovereign. But the developments in the concept of
the State and its functions, have evolved the Institutional from
the Personal Rule and in this process, the State has coma, to be
exalted to an extent amazing to think of. In the enthusiasm
to so exalt the state thinking minds have reason to suspect the
almost consequent suppression of the individual, In an
avcidance of the latter evil and the encouragement of the

former good within limits, seems to lie the well-being of any
state, socialistie, socialist or welfare,

The modern state as an institution, has to be manned
by persons and it has to depend on such persons for the colour
1t assumes. It is precisely “because the wise planners of our
Constitution saw this, that they devised the “Fu ndamental
Rights’’ for incorporation. In a book noted for its *“Clarity of
thought and expression” entitled “Fundamental Rights in
India” (Stevens and Sons Ltd., London) Mr. Alan Gledhil has
very pertinently pointed out:— “Article 12 and 18 of the
(Indian) Constitution make it clear that the Fundamental
Rights are essentially in the nature of linitations imposed on the
exercise of powers vested in the executive and legislative pro-
cesses of Government at all levels ... ........ .. The purpose of
having Fundamental Rights is to brevent a temporary majority
in & legislature abusing its powers. To sweep them (the Funda-
mental Rights) aside to facilitate the enactment of measures of
social reform when the ink was hardly drvy on the new Consti-
tution, was to create an unfortunate precedent, especially when

the comparative ease with which the Constitution can be
amended, is considered.?”’

The author goes on:
the gauntlet of judicial inte
The restrictions on the

“The Fundamental Rights have run
rpretation for six years and more.
Rights permitted by the Courts are
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such that upto now they have not had a tendency to exhaust
the contents of these Rights. These decisions indicate that the
Fundamental Rights are dynamic realities. The Courts have
endeavoured to interpret the Rights so as to avoid the two ex-
tremes of giving them no legal effect, and of making them an
insuperable barrier to legislation and efficient administration.
But the amendments introduced in vital chapters of the Consti-
tution, have impelled students of Constitutional Law to develop
a feeling that such amendments are indicative of a growing loss
of faith on the part of the Administration in the Rights. It is
to be hoped that the Fundamental Rights are something more
than a gesture of self-respect on emergence from Colonial Rule.
They shounld be widely known and respected as a code of
conduct.”

In this context, it is good to recall that in a fast-changing
world with a silent revoluiion overtaking us in-exhorably and
inevitably, there is bound to be a race against time. The
concept of the Ruling Authority’s,rights and responsibilities
have undergone such & rapid revision that from the elementary
dufies of personal rulers, Kings and Emperors who were a sorf
of guardians, parental and privileged, of their subjects, the
Institutional Authority called state has such a vast field of
activity that it touches all sectors of its cifizens’ life-private and
public. A wise limit to the encroachment on the citizens’
till-now considered personal perquisites and preragatives and
the State’s right to override all rights and liberties in the
interests of the welfare ideal the subjugation of the individual
to the general welfare seems necessary- Too much hurry
smacks of misjudgment and we have seen a revision of our
own ideas in certain respects in our limited experience since
Independence in the separation of executive and judicial func-
tions, in the imposition of Hindi as the state (not national)
language, in the outlawing of the HEnglish Language; in the
all-too hurried revision of the Hindu Code, in the reform of
education, in the attempt to oust the foreigner from key
industrial and commercial posts without adequate indigenous
substitutes and last, though not least, in linguistic state-

divisions. How often have we not heard the cry ““all this was
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then with the foreigner at our door-step-but now with the
reins in our own hands; we must not be hugging out-moded

ideas and we must evolve systems to suit current circums-
stances and needs,”

In the attempt to adjust to present trends, it is sometimes
pointed out that if we do not change peacefully, a violent re-
volution against the very grain of our national heritage and
ideals, will sweep over us. Hence a deliberate attempt to force
the paceis in evidence, With a feverish haste to out-distance
time, know-how éxperts are imported by the dozen at heavy
cost machinery and goods ordered with no eye on cost or
necessity and factories are set up too early to begin production
of unwanted goods etc, The facile majority in the legislature
due to the well-merited victory in the struggle against the
foreign ruler, has placed power in the hands of the ruling party
which calls for wise and careful exercise. But Power in all
forms is irrational and like the- horse which careers along
blindfolded, it is apt to go headlong if unchecked.

The Five-Year Plans have been evolved with care and
attention and executed with enthusiasm spirit and drive.
Encomiums have been showered on us by foreigners and
thinkers in our own country. The over-all picture is encourag-
ing enough. The planners claim that “the achievement of a
socialistic pattern” has been accepted as the objective of
econoic policy,” To quote from the “Hindu” on this point:-
“This is to say the least an exaggeration. Parliament, while
discussing something else, adopted in a fit of absent-mindedness
aén omnibus amendment approving the Avadi ideal, though
that ideal was and still remains largely nebulous. To the extent
that the present draft plan outlines its features more clearly,
to that extent a very large section of opinion in the country is
bound to find it anything but attractive, As for the Congress,
that the Working Committee would enthusiastically approve
anything that had the Prime Minister’s imprimatur, was to be
9Xpect.ed- But such ready endorsement long before the public
In  whose name the Committee claims to speak could be
supposed to have applied its mind to it, can hardly be equated
with popular approval. As the tragic sequal to the Working
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Committee’s decisions on the 8, B. C. Report has shown,
approval in general terms by the Congress organisations; is apt
to be defeated by violent differences of opinion when it comes
to discussion in detail «eevsee.. [t is the active consent of the
electorate that must be unmistakably obfained if the Congress
goal is to become accepted as national policy. That goal
rightly understood, will be seen to be not Socialism, but
state landlordism and state capitalism - oovcaiireimioioiina,
The Commission pictures the village as a umt and as the
bottom link of hierachy with the planners at the apex. Not
all the talk abouat co-operation and decentralisation, can disguise
the fact that 1t is the Government of the day and its advisers
who will be responsible to nobody but it, that will determine
the lines of advance, the criterion being not private profit but
social gain, Major decisions, we are told; ‘must be made by
agencies informed by social purpose’. But there is another
way of looking at it  In the planners’ utopia there will be but
one employer, the State and every citizen will be willy-nilly an
employee, doing the work allotted fto him. and getting what the
state thinks he meeds, He will not be able to chose his
occupation, use his own skill to the best of his opportunity, or
profit by his own enterprise within the limits set by public
policy governing the general good ... ... ... No doubt it (the
Commission) brings in democracy now and then, But its
scheme in many of its moust crucial features, is wholly incom-
patible with the basic liberty which goes with citizenship of a
democracy. 1f democratic choice is to be reality, the Plan or
at least those parts of it which aim &t superseding the funda~
mental rights which are indispepsable to free democracy and
transforming by total planning the immemorial way of life of
a great Dation, should be kept in suspense pending a positive
verdict at the polls at the general elections.

The upshot of it all is that while with the evolution of the
modern state with its multifarious activities and duties spread-
ing its tentacles far and wide even into the citizens’ private
lives, calls for energetic and enthusiastic action, a great deal
of caution and discretion is indicated in order not to overstep

the golden mean between benevolent democracy and unheeding
3
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dictatorship: At no time can authority say “I am the Law”
and only if it “subordinates its own will o the general, it is
bound to succeed. Let us hope that the exaltation of the state
will not follow in the footsteps of the exaltatiop of the dictator
which latter, has precipitated two world cataclysms. Wise men
there are to point the dangers of our ways and it only requires
humility and wisdom to take their advice,

Let us hope and pray that our infant democracy should
not degenerate into dictatorship of the few at the top, deifying
“Stateism®’ into a Colossus.

“Certainly, India is not much balanced, The fault may lie with the
Government or with somebody else, For the moment let us forget whose fault
it 1s; it may be the fault of all of us but the fact is that there is lack of balance,
Our Finance Minister may seek some fnancial balancing about imports and
exports and abous the sterling balances, That is all right, that has to be done
and 15 wisely done; but the veal lack of balance is more basi and it is affecting
not only our economie hfe but also cur pehitical and international life ”

“Why has democracy, which was for a4 century or more the ideal and
inspiration of countless people, and which can count its martyrs by the
thousand, wby has 1t fallen into disfavour now? Such changes do not happen
without sufficient reason; they are not just due to the whuns and fancies of a
fiekle public, There must be something in modern conditions of Iife which
does not fit in with the formal democracy of the nineteenth century,”

— Nehru.
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Their welfare pleas’d him, and their cares distress’d;

To them his heart, his love, his gifts were given,

Bub all his serious thoughts had rest in Heaven,

As some tal) chff that hifts its awil form,

Bwells from the vile, and midway leav.s the storm.

Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.
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There are noble-minded generous persons whose
glance is a bud; their smiling countenance a new-born
flower; their sweet words of truth the sweet young fruit;
and their munificence, the ripe fruit; are not those
who possess such virtues, the real inexhaustible

Kalpatree.

en SEbEaT LIHN@HH NTIFHDD
2@e fr Gp- (gmair)
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POINTS TO PONDER.

By
“Doctor” M, D. (M. B. Ld.)

At a time when English is at a discount some humourous
and strange experiences in the use of the language during
almost 40 years of one’s existence, may serve the purpose of
providing enlightenment and entertainment.

Very often in ordinary conversation I have had to forcibly
remind myself that my listener was not well-up in his know-
ledge of English usages and idioms.

Here is an ' instance, 1
remember,

My watch dealer had given me- a time-keeper
which had a new hand-setting device and I could not detect it
myselfs When | requested the dealer to show me the way. he
simply pushed the knob instead of pulling it and the hands
were sete Immediately I burst out <‘Oh! Is that all the trick”
and good God, the dealer looked daggers at me and replied
“It is no Trick Sir, only a mew device’> 1 cursed myself for
imagining that every listener knew the Tricks of turn and
phrase in the use of the English Language!

A like predicament followed in another case, A friend had
lost his wife and though young; he remained a widower for
some yearss A lawyer friend visiting us after the lapse of
years, happened to inquire how Gopal the widower was getting
on. [ replied “Gopal was formerly Gopal unlimited and now
he is Gopal (and reduced)”. The jest went home in the case
of the lawyer friend—conversant with Company Laws and he
burst into roars and roars of laughter to the discomfiture and
bewilderment of Gopal. In the Companies Act, if the Share
Capital of a registered Company is reduced, the Company has
to add the expression “and reduced” after its name wherever
used. Before the wife’'s death Gopal and life’s partner had
unlimited possibilities for doing their duty by the country in

the propagation of the species and incidentally every Company
has to state if the liability is unlimited.

A double-degreed friend has the knack of refering to the
local Deputy Collector as ““Collector” and this always leads to
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confusion as he is a Press Correspondent. He could never
speak of any one running into a deficit—but only a *“deficit
budget” — whatever that may mean. For him to look upon
another’s as your own money is to “dwindle” and not swindle.
While a student this double-graduate had perpetrated an
interesting mistake —discovered with the cause, by an enter-
prising examiner, He had written ¢[-posterity” with a Casurina
nut “l” and the examiner found the printer was the begetter
of the freak as at the end of the previous line, an *1” had been
inadvertently placed by the compositor when setting and
posterity was in the next line and our good friend swallowed
the whole lot and disgorged the same in his answer-paper. The
late F. B. Corley used to say ‘‘I suspect more than the Printer”
when he came across a “Printer's Devil” and in the case of our
friend more than the examinee, the Notes which he learnt by

rote were responsible.

Innumerable such instances come back to mind. For
example the reference to Casurina nut above could only be
understood by the Tamilian conversant with the proverb about
a forward-person going beyond hmits. Likewise if Wodehouse
writes that Betram counted innumerable sheep and still could
not get sleep, you could not follow the idea if you did not know
that there is a common belief that to induce sleep one has to
imagine a white sheep jumping over a fence and count the
number of such sheep. Or when he says that the gong sounded
and Betram had to hastily put hirnself into shape before going
down, you have to remember the dinner-gong of the westerner.

In the use of the word criminal also there is trouble —
A lawyer dealing in cases in the Criminal as opposed to Civil
Courts, is usually referred to as a Criminal Lawyer and what
a joke. But I came across a curious experience. The Temple
Trustee rejected his Executive Officer's proposal to put up &
wall by way of embankment to the tank remarking it was
¢y criminal waste” to spend money on a protecting wall to the
public tank. But the officer not cateching the sense of the
phrase went about complaining that he was being accused of
criminality.

———
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FINDLAY HIGH SCHOOL, MANNARGUDI-
Report Presented en the School 13th Annual Speech & Prize Day
Celebration, September 28th, 1955,

It is with deep thankfulness that I present this annual
report. The year under review has been one of many-sided
activities and notable achievements all round,

The strength of the school at present is 890 as compared
with 837 of last year. The award of full fee concessions to
indigent pupils has had its inevitable result in a large influx of

pupils from Higher Elementary Schools and we have opend a
new section in Form 1.

The changes in the staff have been kept to the minimum.
Sri V. Israel; B. A., has gone for training and 8ri D. George-
Fredrick Samuel has taken his place as Mathematics Assistant.
Sri 8. Devavaram, Secondary Grade Assistant, is appointed to
be in charge of the extra section in Form [. Sri R. Paulraj
has taken the place of Sri V. Daniel as Librarian. Sri
8. Murugaiyan; B. A., is acting for Sri A. Shunmugasundaram
who, unfortunately, is on long medical leave. Some of our
veterans have reached the age of 55 and are on extension; but
they seem to be as young as ever, their abounding energy and

enthusiasm being a source of wonder and amazement to the
younger members of the staff!

The school continues to give a lead to the rest of the
District in acadewic efficiency. Out of the 101 sent up for the
S. 8. L. C. Public Examination, 97 got  through., The
averages secured in each subject are as follows:

Subjects. School State
dverage, Average.
1. Tamil — Part I 55% 48%
2. Trmil — Part I{ 52 46
3. Sanskrit 48 48
4. English 58 41
6. General Mathematics 58 48
6. Composite Mathematics 64 54
7. Commercial Arithmetie 74 58
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, School State
Subjects. Average, Avegage.
8. General Science 49 39
9. Bocial Studies 50 44
10. Precis-Writing, Drafting 50 46
11. Book-keeping & Commercial Practice 51 40

All the 90 who took the Manavar Manram examination
passed; 16 of them in Class I and 32 in Class 1I. One of
them got a Special prize for rank, We also secured a prize in
the Fourth Form Jenkins’ Scripture Prize Examination.

The successes gained in Games and Sports are also note-
worthy., The much coveted Prince’s Shield awarded to the
school which scores the highest number of points in games
tournaments in the whole of the District of Tanjore was won
by the school. We also carried away the shield given to the
best school in Games and Sports in the Tanjore Hast District.
One of our boys won the Championship of the Intermediate
set in the District Athletic Sports held at Mayuram last year.

The co-curricular activities form an integral part of our
educational programme, The Literary Unions had their usual
plan of debates, essays: lectures and competitions in elocution,
story writing, singing, essay-writing, declamation, Fancy dress
etce The terminal variety entertainments are becoming more
and more popular. All the Associations had a joint celebration
of the anniversary when they had a community tea, and
distribution of prizes for the various competitions. We are
glad to report of a gift of $ 100 (nearly Rs. 475) to our Science
Club from the UNESCO, for the purchase of science apparatus
The Tamil Sangam arranged for lectures by eminent

ete-
scholarss The two troops of the National Cadet Corps had a
busy year. In their annual circle camps which was held at

Tanjore, our cadets won the Championship cup for all-round
efficiency. They also constructed a road in the village of
Melanatham. The school Scout troop has regular weekly
parades and they have earned a name for themselves for their
smart performance in the various demonstrations. Besides the
many day outings in connection with Citizenship T{:aining, a
party of 30 boys and tWo masters went on an educational tour
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to Madras. The whole school community went on an excursion
to Tanjore by a special train. In order to encourage hobbies,
the “Hobbies Corner” is held from time to time. The pupils
exhibit their leisure time work in the Hall and the best exhibit
in each section is given a prize. Photography is the most
popular hobby in the school. Next in the order of popularity
are Painting, Book Binding, Spinning and last but not the
least, gardening. The Junior Red Cross Society has gone
through a heavy programme of First aid classes. I'he school,
thus provides a varied pattern of activity with a view to cater to
the varying temperaments and aptitudes. The emphasis in
HKducation is no longer on books, but on “the training of habits

and graces of social life and capacity for co-operative group
work”,

The School Library is put to the maximum use possible.
Besides the class Library, pupils take the books they want
direct from the Library. Arrangements have been made to
keep the library open during holidays. It will be good if
summer courses are organised by the Kdueational Department
for giving training to teachers in library work.

Museums play a great part in the education of children.
One of the members of the staff has undergone Museum
training and it is hoped that before long our school museum
will grow in size and usefulness.

It is hardly necessary to emphasize the role of the audio-
visual aids in education. Additions are made year by year to
our film library. There are at least two film shows each
month and, as far as possible, they are correlated with the
subjects that are being taught. The All India Radio educational

broadeasts are listened to whenever they relate to the syllabus
that is being covered.

The Secretarial Course is run on efficient lines despite,
handicaps of insufficient equipments All the 26 Secretarial
pupils got through the S, 8. L, C. Public Examination held in
March, 1955. But the popularity of the course is on the wane.
One of the objects of the diversified course of studies is to
Pprepare the pupils {0 earn a living soon after leaving the school
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course. When it was first started, it was said that pupils who
have undergone this course would be given preference in the
appointment of Liower Division clerks in Government Depart-
ments. But this is not being fulfilled and unless the existing
state of affairs is rectified, the course will lose its attraction.

* The primary aim and object of all our activities are the
training of the character aund personality of the pupils so that
they could take their places as worthy citizens of the country.
Special emphasis is laid on the spiritual values of education.
The day’s work opens with worship in the Chapel for those
who would like to join, follow&d by a general assembly of the
school Community. Indeed our aim is to carry on the
manifold duties of the day, academic, social, manual or moral
in the spirit of worship. 1t has to be borne in mind that it is
not only the school that educates but also the home and, in fact,
the whole community. I take this opportunity to appeal to the
parents as well as to all the members of the community to
extend their active co-operation with the school in the moulding
of the children’s character on right,lines,

The Old Students’ Association is growing from strength to
strength. They celebrated their anniversary in July last.
Sri 8. Ganesa Pillai, B. A,, Deputy Commissioner for the
Board of the Religious and Charitable Endowments, one of the
alumni of the school, presided. The Management is thankful
for the gift of the mercury vacuum light presented to the
school by the Old Students’ Association.

In conclusion, let me thank the members of the staff for
the loyal team-work and devoted service.” We are thankful to
all friends, old students and well-wishers for their invaluable
help. We are particularly grateful, to Sri C. A. Ramakrishnan,
I. C. 8., Collector of Tanjore for so kindly coumsenting to

preside over this function,

J- HAmaladason,

Principal.
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List of Prize Winners 1954—’55.

MERIT PRIZES 1984—'85.
S. 8. L. C. Public Examination, March 1955,

Highest Total
English

Tamil I

Tamil II -
Sanskrif

General Mathematies
Composite Mathematics
Commercial Arithmetic,
General Science

Social Studies

Secretarial Subjects

English

Tamil 1

Tamil II .
Sanskrit

General Mathematics
Composite Mathematics
Commercial Arithmetic

General Science
Social Studies

Secretarial Subjects

8. Sivaramakrishnan
V. Thiagarajan
ees 8. Sivaramakrishnan
S. Sivaramakrishnan
8. V. Ganesan

. Amirthavasagam
R. SBhunmugam

[
14
e

o ey

oty
7o we% Q 3g

. Natarajan

Kandasami

. Natarajan
« Gopalakrishnan

. Natarajan

. Kandasami

Form V,

. Saroja

. Sampathkumaran
Subash

. Baroja

- Ramalingam
Mani

. Sivaraman

V. Krishnamurthi

K. Sivaraman
8. Jayaraman

KR Ooogw RO

vee N, Santhanakrishnan



English

Tamil T

Tamil II

Sanskrit

Hindi

General Mathematics
General Science
Social Stadies

Secretarial Subjects

First Rank
Second Rank
Third Rank

Fist Rank
Second Rank
Third Rank

First Rank
Second Rank
Third Rank

35
Form 1V

LY XY

Form III

Form IT

Form I

.sse

C. T. Jayachandran
T. Ramamurthi

M. Ayyasami

T. Ramamurthi

K. R. Jayaraman
T. Ramamurthi

T. Ramamurthi

S. Doraisingam

M. Kalidasan

A, Z. Navaroja

R. Kaliaperumal

T. Thangamuthu

G. T. Baskaran
R. Jayapalan
D. Samidorai

R. Susendran
B. Ravindran

R. Subramanian

Jenkins Scripture Prize Examination March, 19 55.

IV Form

ese

J. Appasami

Rangaramannjam Memorial Scripture Prizes.

Form VI
v
Vv

22

b2

R. Thangamuthn
S. Ponniah
T. Chinnappan
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List of pupils who were awarded books by Sri C. A. Ramakrishnan, 1.C.3.,
Collector of Tanjore, for proficiency in English and taking part
in the Speech Day English Drama.

Proficiency in English.

Form VI
1. R. Saroja 3. K. Sivaraman
2. V. Krishnamurthi 4. N, Santhsgpakrishnan
Form V
1. 8. Subbulakshmi 4. M. Ayyasami
2. 8. Krishnan 5. P. Rajagopalan
3. T. Ramamurthi 6. M. Appavu
Form 1V
1. A. Z, Navaroja 3. K. M. Varadarajan
2. A.G. Natarajan
Form III
1. G.T. Baskaran .3. R. Jayapalan
S. Natarajan
Form II
1. 8. Kamals 3. N. Ganapathi
2. R. Susendran 4. S. Balabaskaran

Actors in the English Drama.

L. Sampathkumaran IV B

T. Santhanakrishnan
C. T. Jayachandran
A, Ananthanarayanan
K. R. Jayaraman

8. Kesavan

T. S. Rangamani

D. Richardson

S. Krishnan

K, R. Jayaraman

Frrirrelbr
4<433%4<<<
b

Eo@ugopwor
QoW QE P
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The right way of conduct is that which consists in
avoiding the four sins of tongue (viz). Falsehood,
slander, rude words and unprofitable conversation; in
guarding the five organs of sense from sinning; and in
removing all impurities from the heart,

"Qore @&q'.ng_mem QUSSN jalTHremT

BeN e QFiig) elLev.” (@ pen)
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SCHOOL NOTES.

Sixteen of our boys led by Sri G. Dorairaj?%‘iﬁ:,]é.f.. took
part in the Social Service organised by the Bharat Sevak Sangh
at Oratnad and at Muvarakottai during the last summer

vacation,
* ¥ * »*

The Old Pupils’ Reunion Day came off on July 23rd, '55,
The General Body meeting took place at 8-30 A. M., when the
accounts were passed and new office-bearers were elected. The
after-noon function began with tea at 4-30 e, M. Sri 8. Ganesa
Pillai, B. A., Deputy Commissioner; Board of Religious Endow-
ments presided and switched on the mercury vapour light
presented by the O. 8. A. There was an interesting variety
entertainment at the end of the meeting.

* * * *

Our new District Educational Officer, Srimathi Saraswathi
‘Doraisamy inspected the school on August 29th, 30th and 31st;
1955. Her impressions may be summed up in the following
extract from the Inspection Report:— “A high standard is
maintained in general organisation and instruction. Study
Circles (Boards of Studies) function in a constructive manner,
Results in the Public Examination are commendable.”

* * * *

The School annual Speech and Prize Day Celebration was
spread over three days this year and in addition to the Educa-
tional Exhibition and the Prize distribution function, we gave
to the parents and the public displays of all our school activities.
Oun the first day we showed visual education films to a large
audience, and also the audio part of it through lingua phone
records. On the second day besides the msual exhibition of
Seience and Social Studies, Home Science and Tamil Sangam
activities, there was a very interesting programme of display of
activities connected with Physical Education, Scouting and

N, C. C. On September 98th, *55; the third and last day of_ the
festival, Sri C- A. Ramakrishnan, I. C. 8., Collector of Tanjore,
presided and distributed the prizes. We are Pha.nkfu_] to him
for giving special book prizes for proficiency in English and tq

the actors in the English Drama. .
s * *
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In connection with the World Sunday School Day, the
story of Job was staged by the pupils of the F. H. S, and the
D. B. B. 8. Sunday schools.

»* * * *

In the School Annual Sports held on November 28th, 55,
the Red House led the rest well shead with 202 points followed
at a distance by the Yellow House which scored 143 points.
Third came the Green House with 96 points and the once

famous Blue Homse brought up the rear limping with 83
points.
* * * ,

The School community numbering nearly 800 had arl
excursion to Nagapattinam this time. Two special trains were
run for us that day. There was not much to see in that ancient
sea port except the Steel Rolling Mills and the Light House.
The walk by the sea shore from Nagore to Nagapattinam was
the best part of the day’s enjoyment. After tea in the evening, .
We had a meeting in the C. 8. I. High School premises presided
over by one of our veteran Old Boys Sri V S Ramaswami
Iyengar, B. A., B. I, Advocate, Nagapattinam  Our thanks are
due to the Headmasters of the two local High Schools for the
warm  welcome they accorded to us. We are particularly
thankful to the Principal of the C. S. 1. High School for per-

mission to his premises and for looking after our comforts.
* * * *

Under the auspices of the School Literary Unions, Sri
K. M. Balasubramanian, B. A., B. .., Regional Officer; Second
Five Year Plan, Southern Range, Coimbatore, delivered a
lecture on “The Second Five Year Plan” on Feb. 13th, ’56.

* #* * *

The VI Form Union valedictory address was delivered by
Capt. T, Murugayan, M. A., Principal, Raja Serfogi College,
Tanjore on March 2nd, ’56.

* L 3 * *
The anniversary of the Titerary Unions was celebrated
on March 24th, ’56 Sri T. N, Singaravelu Mudaliar presided
and gave away the prizes. The Prize distribution function
was preceded by the school community tea and was followed by
items of variety entertainment from each Unicn.
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Notice.

Fixpray High School Magazine is a journal
“devoted to subjects of interest to students and to a
certain extent to the general reader, published in March.
- The Magazine usually contains copious notes on School
Events, Literary Societies, Sports etc., and should be
in the hands of every old student. The Annual Subs-
cription is only One Rupee exclusive of postage
payable in advance.

Contributions are solicited on subjects falling
within the scope of the journa]. Articles should be brief
and typed or written in neat hand on one side of the
paper only, and to ensure their publications in the suc-
ceeding issue of the Magazine, should be sent o the
Editor a month in advance.

All remittances and business communications
should be addressed to

The Manager,
Findlay High School Magazine,
Mannargudi,
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