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Hon’ble Ministers, Chief Secretary to  
Tamil Nadu Government, Secretaries 

Respected Elders, Ladies, my veritable 
goddesses who sustain me, my dear siblings 
who are Idayadeivam Puratchi Thalaivar 
MGR’s blood unto blood and who are dearer 
to me than my own life,

At the outset, I offer my kind regards to all 
of you.

I am extremely happy to meet you all 

all; poverty should be a thing of the past’ 
– this is my Government’s policy. Pongal 
festival is approaching. The purpose of this 
function is that the people of Tamil Nadu 

present situation. The monsoons have failed 
us. Uncertainty stalks the survival of the 
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crops in the delta districts. The Karnataka 

Government has not released our share of 

the Cauvery waters. The Central Government 

Water Disputes Tribunal in the Government 

Gazette despite our repeated demands. Hence 

our rights and our share in the Cauvery waters 

have not been ensured.

Still, a relief package has already been 

announced for delta farmers. We have already 

made the assurance that the Tamil Nadu 

Government will compensate the farmers in 

full whatever be their loss. Also, a committee 

has been constituted under the chairmanship 

of Hon’ble Finance Minister to decide the 

areas to be declared as drought-hit and the 

quantum of compensation to be disbursed.

Even before the committee submits its 

report, the Pongal Festival will intervene. To 

enable the people of Tamil Nadu to celebrate 

the Pongal Festival with happiness, a Pongal 

package worth Rs.160/-, consisting of a kilo 

of raw rice, a kilo of sugar and a cash  grant 

of Rs.100/-, will be distributed to each of 

the 1.84 crore family card holders under the 

public distribution system, along with sarees 

and dhothis at no cost. My Government has 

organised this function and inaugurated 

the launch of this package so that my dear 

citizens of Tamil Nadu can celebrate the 

Pongal Festival happily and without any 

sadness. Today this Pongal package is 

distributed at a ration shop in Kodanadu 

to family card holders. Simultaneously, 

this package will be made available to the 

1.84 crore family card holders throughout  

Tamil Nadu.

Fair price shops throughout Tamil Nadu 

will remain open an January 13, even though 

it happens to be a Sunday. I offer my new 

year and Pongal Greeting’s to all the people 

of Tamil Nadu. With these words I take leave 

of you, hailing Anna Naamam Vaazhga and 

Puratchi Thalaivar Naamam Vaazhga.
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