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From the Editor's Desk o MADRAS &

e

“ The Presidencian” this year appears in new attire, giving us a
view of the front of our main building with the clock tower erected in
1940, when the College celebrated its centenary. The clock tower has
since become a characteristic feature of the College building, reminding us,
by day, of Time’s swift but silent chariot-wheels, and with its four
brightly-lit clock faces, serving by night as Time’s beacon to those who
still linger in the portals of the College and those who pass up and down
the Marina. Nearly two decades ago, ‘““the Presidencian” had similarly
worn the front facade of the College on its cover, and it struck us, this
year, that it could do so once again, familiarising its many readers with

the new face their alma mater wears in token of having completed her
hundredth birthday.

This year has seen the usual changes in staff, caused by retire-
ments, transfers and promotions, We wish Sri V. R, Srinivasaraghavan,
Professor of Mathematics, many happy years of rest and leisure after a
long term of service to the College, and congratulate Sri B. M. Thiru-
naranan, Professor of Geography, on his appointment as Principal of
Government Brennen College, Tellichery, and Sri K. Raghavan, Professor
of Sanskrit, on his appointment as administrative officer of the 4th
Madras Battalion N.C.C. We are sorry to part from all those who have to
leave us and welcome all those who have joined us this year.

1954-1955 has seen some changes in the administrative aspect of
College life also. Our Department of Politics has now become a full-
fledged Department with a Professor of its own. The Professorships in
the Departments of Tamil and Telugu have been upgraded—a justified
recognition of the importance of these languages in the life of the State.

A development of great interest and significance is the starting of a
division of the women’s N.C.C,, in the College, this year. Miss
E. Williamson, Assistant Professor of English, is its Officer and underwent
three months’ training in Delhi, at the end of 1954 before she tock charge
of it. Women-students of the College responded enthusiastically to this
further opportunity for development of personality and are enjoying their
new sphere of activities and their new uniforms,
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We are happy to congratulate Sri N. D, Sundaravadivelu on his
appointment as Director of Public Instruction, Madras, and specially
delighted, that in doing so, we are congratulating a former student of our
College, who has thus brought great distinction to Presidency College. It
was a great pleasure to us that he presided over our College Day function
this year,

That academic study is gradually becoming associated with the
life of the people outside the institution, is shown by two interesting
examples. On the one hand, the exhibitions organised by the Physics and.
Psychology Departments of the College attracted large crowds of visitors
who wanted to be enlightened; on the other, staff members in two
departments of the College—the Statistics and Economics Departments—
made surveys of living conditions in different parts of the City and have
given their findings in two articles in this number of “ The Presidencian”. |
These are significant pointers to developments in the future, when
education will become the birth-right of every citizen, and Colleges will be
as interested in the life of the community as in books and laboratories,

That Presidency College remembers those who helped to build its
traditions and make it worthy of its place as the premier academic
institution of the State, was proved again this year, as in the past, by the
presentation to the College of the portrait of a former Additional Professor
of English, Sri K. Swaminathan, by a grateful old student. The portrait
was unveiled by Sri D, S. Reddi and will be one more link between the
old and the new.

It is just this link between the old and the new, that such a large
College as ours vitally needs, and the Old Students’ Association this year
has been actively trying to fulfil that need. At the two interesting
reunions it organised, the generations of old students mingled, showing the

varied and important roles that Presidencians play in the life of the
country. |

We are sad to have to record the deaths of two of our Students,
C. G. Upendranath of the 1V B.sc, class and Kumari Chitra Kamath of
theilV B.Sc. class, and convey our sympathy to their bereaved families,

——— s



oir Edwin Arnold

An old scholar and student, nothing was more welcome to him than
a past rich with reminiscences to ruminate upon aund a future full of pro-
mises of learned leisure. To him the mysterious enchantment of the East
was irresistible. He loved to listen to the sweet formless tunes of those
village Beethovens and the learned discourses of the unassuming pundits.
He loved the savage splendour of the Indian jungles, the verdant plains
and the virgin hue of Himalayan height that kisses heavens. He rever-
enced her vedic rishis who renounced the riches of the soil and reached the
summits of spiritual celebrity ; those sages who by their wise passiveness
in the sylvan solitude sought enlightenment; those pilgrims to eternity ;
those progenitors of Indian philosophy and religion. The prince who
proclaimed to the world the message of peace, the woe of humanity and
the transcience of earthly existence, gripped his soul... “No one now
listens to the precipitate ignorance which would set aside as *“ heathenish ”
the high civilization of this great race; but justice is not (yet) done to
their past development and present capacities”. And Arnold never forgot
the words he uttered when he first came to India and thought it now time
to do some work of noble note.

Sir Edwin Arnold, journalist, poet and man of letters was born at
Gravesend on 10th June 1832, He was the second son of Robert Coles
Arnold and the elder brother of Sir Arthur Arnold. Edwin was educated
at King’s College, Rochester, and later at London. In 1851 he secured a
Scholarship at the University college, Oxford. While at Oxford Edwin
evinced keen interest in Greek classics and in 1853 won the much-coveted
Newdigate Prize, And he graduated B.A. and M.A. with third class, In
1853 he published his “ Poems, Narrative and Lyrical ” which was favour-
ably reviewed with those of his namesake, whose fame threw that of
Edwin into shade. For a brief period Arnold served as a teacher
at King Edward’s School, Birmingham. In 1856, he was nominated
Principal of Government Deccan College at Poona. During his stay in
India, Arnold learnt almost all the major oriental languages, especially
Sanskrit. His hobby was philospohical discussion, which he enjoyed with
his Brahmin friends. In 1861 he puplished the “ Book of Good Consels ”,
a successful translation of Hitopadesa, On his return to England in 1861,
Arnold was appointed the leader writer of the  Daily telegraph ’ and later
its chief editor, The ‘ Daily Telegraph’ from this time began to answer
back in roaring tones the thunder of ‘ The Times’. During the Russo-
Turkish and Indo-Afghan wars, the government policy and public
opinions were considerably influenced by this paper, which alone was
competent to write on eastern questions,

What brought Arnold to the limelight of literary fame was his
‘Light of Asia’, which appeared two decades after the publication of
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Fitzgerald’s ‘ Rubayat of Oma¢ Khayyam’. This book took the West by
storm. Oliver Wendell Holmes compares it to the time-honoured works
of the inspired penmen. But unfortunately, save this well-known work of
the little known author, all his writings, including the exquisite ‘“ Indian
Poetry '’ are thrown to the limbo of oblivion. “The Indian Song of
Songs,” a translation of Gita Govinda of Jayadeva, the celebrated lyric
poet of Medieval India, is an erotic poem of surpassing beauty which
appealed to European emotion. Arnold read with intense interest the
two colossal epics of India, * The Indian Idylls” was published in 1883.
The great epic, Mahabharatha was translated, but its still greater episode
required a manner of treatment, worthy of its matter. “ The Song
Celestial” or Bhagavadgita—that Kohinoor among India’s works of
antiquity—eariched the treasury of English literature. * The Pearls of
the faith ” or “Islam’s Rosary” is a noble and edifying poem. In all
these works Arnold has eminently succeeded in recapturing the spirit of the
original and investing the most thread-bare theme with a beauty and
dignity, which are undoubtedly his own.

When Arnold turned to Western literature, he found there embarass
de choix. An astonishing polyglot, he selects some representative speci-
mens from the Spanish, French, German, Italian and Greek literatures.
* The Secret of Death ” contains, besides “ Kathaupanishad ”, the direct
translations of Lorenzo de Medici’s *“ Nencia ”, *“ Lydia”’ from Horace,
the “ Epic of the Lion” or Victor Hugo’s ‘L’ Art détre Grandpéré and
other pieces. Arnold’s “ Wandering words ”, “ Criselda”, “ The poets of
Creece ", ““ Hero and Leander ” and “ Political poems by Victor Hugo and
Garibaldi ” have not yet been rescued from obscurity. Altogether the
intellectual feast that he provides us is elegantly prepared and tastefully
. varied. Arnold’s “ Light of the world” a poem on the life of Jesus was a
conspicuous failute, '

He had seen much of cities and men aud he could not rest from
travel. What took him abroad was an insatiable thirst for knowledge, a
yearning to have an insight into the life and lore of people living under
different climes and circumstances. He sympathised with the aims and
aspirations of Asiatics, especially the Indians. Arnold was in India when
the Great National Revolt broke outand many of his friends lost their
lives. He was a rock in the angry ocean; and his attitude amazed the
English and the natives alike, He declared that the time was over when
India could be held by force and that the British never conquered India.
How can India be conquerred ? Of course she often stooped to conquer.
The soul of India was unconquerable and it was never fully known to the
west. The western scholars stood aloof and admired it in their ignorance;
many of them were marvelled at its majesty or perplexed at its profun-
dity. The real discovery of India began with the pioneer works of Sir
William Jones. Max Muller presented to the West the awe inspiring image
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of India veiled in her vedic glory and mystery. What Arnold did was to
peep into India’s poetic past and communicate his vision to the inquiring
west. Sir Alfred Lyall and other scholars were already in the field, but it
was Arnold who made the most conspicuous contribution to the Anglo-
Indian literature of the nineteenth century.

Kipling thought and wrote in terms of the eternal estrangement of
the Fast and the West. Arnold envisaged the possibility of a cultural
conciliation. He became the correct interpreter of the Eastern thought.
Japan fascinated him and his third wife was a Japanese lady. His “ East
and West” ‘ Adzuma’ and ‘ Joponica’ can be compared to the best works
of Lafcadio Hearn, to whom Japan owes the debt that India owes to
Arnold. His ¢ India Revisited ’ contains a collection of essays, more in the
nature of recollections and reminiscences than mere descriptions of cities
and men. Arnold is at his-best in his essay on Agra and Taj Mahal, that
“tender elegy in marble”. * The administration of Marquis of Dalhousie ”

is Arnold’s solitary excursion into history,

Arnold’s works which were denouriced by the pulpit as bearing the
stigma of infidelity were a reaction against-the philistine aversion of things
of art and beauty. It may be said of him ‘11 est le mod€le achéve de
toutes les vertus qu’il preche”. Arnold sang of the earthly and the
ethereal, the sublime and the beautiful of life and love and losses. He
took a Pater-esque view of life. He was for unproved pleasures free. And
the Attic airs and the Indian idylls would alike enrapture him.

Arnold died on March 24, 1904, We who were wont to offer
memorial thanks to alien conquerors, governors-general and viceroys can-
not forget those who loved India and were proud to call themselves, her
sons. While alive Arnold was encumbered with honours and titles—
beginning with the ‘ Officer of the Order of the White Elephant of Siam’
and ending with K, C. I. E. All Asia honoured him ; and with his affec-
tionate and sympathetic Trans-Atlantic cousins the “ Light of Asia” was

a best seller.

Before his death Arnold aspired to succeed Tennyson as Poet-
laureate. Tennyson predeceased him and Arnold did not succed him. In
England he was eclipsed by his brilliant contemporaries. He was not
recognised an eminent Victorian. In the firmament of literary figures he
was only a lesser luminary, more and more attracted to the oriental orbit

and the light of Asia,
N. R. Kunhikuttan, IV (Hons,), History,
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The Science I Love

Make a survey of the various branches of Science and you will find
there is none more fascinating than Geology. Perchance, I am partial
towards the Science I love. But reader, to unravel the mode of origin
and history of our Earth, hundreds if not thousands of millions of years
old, to establish the sequence of genera and even species of the animals
and plants that have peopled the Earth right from the time life began
on the planet, to offer a reasonable guess as to the probable composition,
structure and condition of the interior of the earth—a globe of four
thousand miles radius of which'only about a mile is penetrable, to explain
the present disposition of continents and oceans, of altitudes and climates,
of volcanoes and earthquakes, of animals and plants, of igneous, sedimen-
tary and metamorphic rocks and so on, and to trace the histories of their
dispositions through hundreds of millions of years—are these not amongst
the grandest occupations of the human mind ?

Geology is the history of the earth in precisely the same sense that
Biology is the history of living beings and it traces the dramatic history of
this celestial wanderer. Geology is concerned with piecing together the
records that the earth herself provides of her own stupendous drama—a
drama that has now run for some two thousand million years. The
Earth is precious to one and all of us who live upon its surface and we
have heard Pierre Termier say that * the Earth declares the Glory of
God”, We know how, the unsophisticated Early Man, wiser in his
simplicity than some of his posterity, spoke of the Earth as Great Mother
and this primitive metaphor of his takes on a deeper meaning, for we are.
never weaned from the Great Mother and from birth to death, we are
part and parcel of the Earth’s own body. In our most exalted moments
we are of the Earth’s own life, Therefore, the history of the Earth is
clearly a matter of the greatest importance to all of us—of interest
because we should like to understand the environment in which we find
ourselves, of importance because some of the events are recorded in
materials such as coal, oil and ores upon which our civilization is founded,

Geology chooses for itself a unique place amongst the other
Sciences and is the brightest ornament of scientific learning, simply
because of the fact that there is no other branch of Science in which there
is greater scope for the powers of observation, greater field for the
cultivation of imagination and greater thrill in the results obtained,

Geology is a living Science. The special value and importance of
Science as a mental and intellectual discipline lies in the ease with which,
and the extent to which its study develops the scientific mood and teaches
the scientific method. What then are the characteristics of the scientific
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mood and scientific method 7 Tremendous passion for the facts of
Nature, a cautiousness in interpreting these facts, a crystal clear vision of
the various objects around us and a sense of inter-relatedness of things
are the characteristics of the scientific mood. Scientific method consists
in the careful observation and recording of facts, the drawing of general
conclusions from these facts and the testing of generalisations by reference
to fresh facts. These are the steps of that inductive method by which
the advances of Science have been accomplished,

A perusal through Dr. Jamess Hutton's great work “ Theory of the
Earth 7, Professor Playfair’s “ [llustrations of the Huttonian Theory " and
Sir Charles Lyell's *“ Principles of Geology " would show that Geology is
pregnant with the above characteristics. It is seen from these works that
the pioneers of the Science followed that most excellent of geological
counsels, “ Go and see "’ and collected the basic facts with marvellous
enthusiasm and thoroughness, It is also seen that they with-held judge-
ment when the data appeared incomplete, doubted conclusions hastily
reached and hesitated to accept what appeared attractive on account of
its simplicity,

Imaginative thought has been the very life blood of the Science of
Geology. It is a subject peculiarly fitted to stimulate the regulated
imagination which is the very essence of the highest education.

Interpreting the past history of the Earth as it does, Geology
naturally gives us something more than mere satisfaction of curiosity,
Geology gives us a keen perception of the Creator’s methods. As we
interpret the hieroglyphs written by nature, we gain not only intellectual
but also spiritual refreshment. The more we know of the history of the
Earth, the more we marvel, the more deeply we feel the inadequacy of a
conception of the universe as the soulless product of physical and chemical
processes fortuitous and uncontrolled.

, Geology gives us an impetus to enjoy the beauties of Nature—the

sun slowly sinking behind the edge of the sea, the ethereal delicacy of the -
greenish blue sky streaked with bands of a red brilliance and the
panorama of mountain peaks. Geology recalls to ns scenes on land and’
on sea that stir our hearts, raising us to a higher plane, setting in motion
vibrations which seem to be an expression of a force that is not of this
world, a mysterious influence bringing us nearer to the external values.
Thus, we are able to experience an exaltation, a sense of being permitted
to have a glimpse of the masterpieces of creation,

Geology is not one subject, but many, and may be described as the
application of all Sciences to a comprehensive and co-operative investigation
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of the Earth on which we live, It is thus a synthetic science and
illustrates better than probably any other Science the wide ramifications
and inter-relations of physical phenomena.

These are therefore, some of the thrills that Geology has in store,
Nevertheless, this branch of natural knowledge is too often neglected and
not infrequently avoided because of disinclination to learn a few unfamiliar
technical terms. Technicality is no fault of any Science or History.
The Geologist and his work embody the glories of Earth Science.

The geologist in dealing with the history of the earth finds himself
in the position of a reader ofs fiction, the author of which depicts a
character of calm, placid and unruffled exterior presenting few outward
signs of past inward turmoil and strife, and then, gradually by subtle
indications prepares the reader’s mind for the discovery of a tragic history
concealed beneath that apparent outward calmness, This is so because
the earth apparently looks a thing of greatest stability, while in its interior
there is a terrible drama of fire and thunder going on.

The student of Human History and the student of Earth History
have a lot in common,

The student of human history does not restrict his investigations to
any one period in national life, or to any one set of national events. He
seeks to penetrate the obscurity hanging about the origin of the nation, to
discover the various racial elements which entered into its composition, to
trace the effect upon it of the physical surroundings, to follow the growth
of the national and social customs, and in dealing with revolutions, must
endeavour to uncover the quietslow-acting causes which led them and
must understand also the upheavings of those powerful social forces which
are liberated in times of convulsion and rapid changes. So with the
Geologist, the student of earth history, He recognizes no limitations to
his study. He endeavours, with all the resources at his command, to
trace the history of the earth from the beginnings. He believes that
there is nothing arbitrary in the action of the forces of Nature, The
harmony of orderliness and unity which characterises all nature fills him
with wonder, gives fibre to his courage and touches him with awe.

The historian endeavours to reconstruct an accurate and vivid
gicture of the condition of a nation through the successive periods of its
istory with the help of written records and biographies, flint implements,
bronze weapons and ornaments and when possible human skeletons too.
In a similar fashion, the geologist seeks to give a picture of the earth’s
changes from the beginning until now with the help of the sources
provided by Nature,
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The historian seeks to know the boundaries of the territory, the
relation of the nation to surrounding peoples, its political constitution and
code of laws, its religious observances and social customs—all that is
necessary to make the old time live again when man had not reached the
threshold of civilization, So, precisely, for the past of the earth, the
geologist seeks to know for each successive period the distribution of land
and water, the coast-lines, the depth of water and the forms of life inhabit-
ing it, the nature of land and the rocks composing it, the character of
vegetation that clothed its surface and the forms of life that inhabited its
mountains, plains and valleys, the direction and character of its rivers, and
the sites of volcanoes, Knowing this succession completely, the geologist
traces the life history of our planet through various stages of evolution
from birth to maturity and learns something as to its futures course from
maturity to decay.

But there is one difference between the Historian and the Geologist.
The historian has considerable doubt and difficulty in compiling an
authentic history of human thought and endeavour between 5000 B, C,
and 1000 B. C. while the geologist has been able to establish a connected
and coherent history of the whole earth through a period of hundreds of
millions of years,

In the geologist’s intellect there is always an unconscious cerebral
experiment going on. The geologist lets his mind play among a multitude
of geological facts and as he walks, walks and walks, he broods deep enough
to understand the meaning and significance of these facts and naturally he
is led to magnificent conclusions. He wanders over the earth, goes to  the
seashore, river valleys, gorges, rapids, waterfalls, brooks, the hillside,
mountain slopes, elevated peaks, caverns, underground channels and deserts,
and thus sees the work of Nature’s sculpturing tools. To his enjoyment
of the beauty of a scene is added a deeper sensation that comes from closer
contact with the mysteries of Nature and the epic of Creation.

Geology, a science that can hardly be stated to have existed two
centuries ago, has thus very many thrills to narrate. Charles Darwin’s
declaration is as true to-day as when he made it :

“I find in Geology a never failing interest, it creates the same
grand ideas respecting this world which astronomy does for the Universe.”

S. Viswanathan, B.Sc., Second Year, Post.Graduate, (Geology)..



My Brother Ravi

The boys have come home for the holidays and the old house
instead of looking on with pained surprise like a dignified gentleman who
has slipped upon a banana peel, now sportingly re-echoes to the blood
curdling battle cry of ‘redskins’. It has cheerfully submitted its walls to
receive the impact of flying water bullets which burst with a wet splash
and then fall, burst and impotent, to the floor. Every year I re-educate
myself to disprove to the boys who come home with a pretty low opinion
of girls who scream at rats, and read on without flinching when the Masked
Marvel jumps in through the open French window of my room firing his
shotguns or the lariat of hash harue whips the book from my hand. It
was only after I had successfully trussed up a prowling Red Indian, that
Ravi, the younger of my brothers, who had till so lately begged for a
bedtime story from “ Grim’s Fairy Tales” generously offered to let me
play the foil to his William Tell. But considering that he had not yet
taught himself archery I declined the honour with thanks.

I saw Fluffy the other evening down at the sandpile whichisina
remote coruer of the garden. Fluffy is a bitch,—no I am not being insult-
ing—whose family tree is quite cosmopolitan and can boast among other
members a cocker-spaniel, a terrier and a daschund. She had fought with
a huge mastiff and had an ear chewed off before she won the field; and it
was after she had thus proved her mettle and Ravi had made her his
comrade-in-arms that he found to his dismay from our casul conversation
that she belonged to the fair and despised sex. But since they had
already become fast friends, Ravi overcame the awkwardness of the situa-
tion by referring to her in the Masculine gender. Well, Fluffy was at the
summit of the sandpile and I knew that Ravi must be somewhere near at
hand. I found him trying to persuade a most reluctant hen to hatch out
a handful of small eggs he had found in the sand—probably they were
snake’s eggs—we never found out, for during the experiment Fluffy got
very excited and the eggs met with disaster,

A few days later 1 found Ravi with infinite patience sitting by the
garden tank, a dead worm stuck at the end of his improvised rod, fishing
for tadpoles. With a finger to his lips he cautioned me to silence. But
soon the fishing closed for the day with an unwilling Fluify being taught
to swim.

Do all little boys have unmanageable hair which stick out as
straight as ever like the bristles on a hair brush?  Why do we badger
them to slick their hair, push in their shirt when they look so much more
DARLING when they come in from play rumpled and hot, their shirt
hanging out ? One finds the oddest things when one turns out their
trouser pockets at bath time, Only boy-hood can find use for little pieces
of rubber, pieces of dry coconut, bits of coloured paper, old bottle tops,
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rusty knives and blades. Ravi comes out from his bath, rosy and shining,
his pyjama string made into a loop and the loop slung round his neck,
For, ‘ why waste time undoing beastly old knots in the morning when it is
holiday time and there is so much to do ?’

The boys’ school report card had arrived by post and papa who
brought it in at teatime was just in time to catch Ravi by his belt as he
tried to dodge out of the dining room. And while papa read out his mark
sheet he stood by, red, and grinning mischievously with both his hands
plugging is ears.

As my birthday drew near, 1 pretended not to notice the huddles
and whispered conferences the boys went into. On “the day”, they
handed me a card on which two bright blue birds posed §&tiffly on the
green grass. Below this Ravi had written laboriously in his best hand :

PROGRAM
4.00 p.m., Diparchur from home

4-30 p.m, 1. Elifinstun speshul
2. Muttun pufs,
3. Choklates
4, Ice vater,

6-15 p.m. ‘Ivanhoe” Robert Tailor, Elizbeth Tailor and
- Jon Fontein,

THE END

and then followed their signatures adorned with many a flourish, And
what a time they gave me with their carefully hoarded pocket money !
And I was not allowed to refuse even the ‘ice water’ for I suppose they
felt that there should be something to drink but their finances cautioned

economy.
And so it was that a week later, Christmas time found Ravi broke.
And perhaps because it was some queer point of honour with him that he
should not turn to parental assistance in such matters, and also the sight
of the painting my own greeting cards—but I found him one day at his
writing desk bent overja card he was colouring with :his crayons, I
asked him for whom it was. ‘My master’ he replied ‘ and then he looked
up and volunteered with the slight stammer he gets when embarrassed
“He's the k-kindest man I ever came across . I thought, what greater
tribute could a master have than to be called the “k-kindest tran " by a

mischievous little boy.
M. N. Shetty (Mrs.) III B.A., (Hons). English.

Re



Ladies and Gentlemen |

If 1 am another Polonius I may well say “ Neither a hearer nor a
speaker be; For speech oft loses both itself and friend. And hearing
crowns the cap of ennui”, Some one has aptly remarked that freedom of
speech is our best safety measure because otherwise we will never discover
our fools. Perhaps you, dear Reader, think that [ am a little caustic. No,
sir, I have listened for long and I should know.

The type of speaker, who is most common, 1 designate as the
timorous tooter—yes, he produces short unmusical notes sporadically. A
running commentary on such a speech will go thus—* yes, here he comes
—He takes a paper from his pocket—reads few sentences slowly—he puts
it back—tries to produce some inarticulate sound—no, again excitement—
out comes the paper—a few fast sentences—there it goes in again—abh,
now we have the end in view—he thinks better about it and sits.”

But, I think I have more sympathy for this speaker, 1derive much
entertainment from the seven seconds sensation. He has memorised and
practised his speech. So, for the first seven seconds he enraptures the
audience. But alas! his memory fails, he becomes restive, the audience
becomes hilarious, and what a fall was there my countrymen. The speech
itself runs thus: “ To speak or not to speak, that is the question, gentle-
men. I do not possess the stock though hackneyed phrases of Mr. X...... ,
I do not have those emotional outbursts which seem to upset my honour-
ab(lieI fri’c’end Mr, Y......, but I am a plain, blunt man. And I... and I...
and I...

The voluble volcano is a species which is gradually coming into
prominence, Words rush out chasing one another—and they deserve to
be chased. 1 give but one instance: “ Gentlemen, in view of the fact that
we are still on the threshold of a new era and notwithstanding the many
and variegated allegations that contrary to the expectations which were
raised by quite a reasonable proportion of the electorate when that August
body as a natural prelude to impending elections were promised that we

1

would deem it our esteemed dauty...... ... . Please, reader, excuse me, 1

am giving you the facts, and I agree with you, when you say, much sound
and little light.

On a par with such a person is the bombastic babbler who has
come w1th the specific view that he should use the twenty new words which
he had picked up—God knows from where—and stun the audience (which
they most likely wish to reciprocate). It is a moot point, whether he him.
self knows what he is talking, but certainly he puts up a good show, Only
one small dose and you will know what I mean: “The time has come
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when it is incumbent vpon us to form a council on an inter-denominational
basis to focus public thought on the exceptional importance of an all
embracing collective organisation and the blessings of opinionative co-ordi-
nation will surely establish the indivisibility of peace.”

There is a peacock in borrowed plumage—] mean the chronic
quober. His sole aim is to show that he has studied all the books of
quotations and that he is exceptionally clever in giving a thoroughly
irrelevant quotation, One such person, whether he is talking about the
age of the earth, or satistics in the service of man, begins this way:
“ There are more things wrought by prayer than this world dreams of,
This is aptly illustrated when we study oar subject.”

“ Again we have to-morrow, why to-morrow is another day and I
may be with yesterday's ten thousand years! Now thoroughly this sums
up our attitudes, But as we know a little knowledge is a dangerous

thing etc.”

The long winded lecturer probably gets the cake—a thunderous
cheering in the beginning, clappings in the middle when he shows signs of
finishing his speech and of course a tumultuous uproar in the end. 1
have heard many such speakers—(I cannot say whether it was the begin-
ning or ending):—‘ Lastly, I say again that from what 1 said the
proposition falls flat. And if I may be permitted to say a few more
sentences I should add that it is the creation of a diseased intellect, To
sum up, let me again place the facts in a nut shell before you....................
In conclusion, it is evident that the others have completely missed the bus
(they should have!). Finally I am not going to encroach much upon your
time, but I feel that unless I give you facts and figures which are one........
ver e tWO e rereeenaeeete,  Last but not least, let me make a short remark
which I have forgotten......oceeans In the end I may first say that we
shall not sacrifice our princi?les. This raises the question which I asked

in the beginning... ... .. ceieel’
No, reader, no more of speeches for me, It is better to be a

strong, silent man. Because we know that if we are silent, we are con-
sidered fools and if we talk we remove all doubts about that, Don’t you

agree ?
K. P. Mohandas Rao, 1V B.Sc., (Chemistry)

———emen



The Krankie Report

It is impossible to give here an adequate idea of the range of the
Report-and the report itself is but a microscopic summary of the Alpine
masses of information gathered from 12,345 distinct and distinctive Indian
University students 6,789 of which were of the gender feminine—their age
varying from 13 at one extreme and to 62 (a Ph. D. student) at the other
extreme. It appears that at first the “authorities” (i.e. Chancellors,
Pro-Chancellors, Vice-Chancellors, Syndics, Registrars, Professors, Rea-
ders, Lecturers, etc., etc.) looked askance at the “ Krankie Probe ”, as they
called it somewhat derisively. But when the distinguished Tinnepota
researcher assured these ‘‘ authorities” that they too would be made the
subject of an independent Report, the situation seems to have cleared, and
the ‘ Varsity’ Land’ seems to have overflowed with the milk and honey of
academic cooperation and professional understanding,

What brought you to college? A simple question, yet how
differently have different groups answered it, 44% of the girls answered
“ The Sarda Act” (meaning the Act which made the marriage of girls
under 14 illegal, says a footnote.); 33% answered, ‘ to establish equality
with men ”; the rest answered, *‘ I simply don’t know ”

47% of the girls and 74% of the boys confessed that they felt the
class lectures a terrible bore and 24% of the former and 42% of the latter
admitted that they thought of other things while the lectures were going
on, The Krankie Statistical survey makes it abundantly clear that the
compulsory lecture system is a farce.

Of the examination going candidates 76% of the boysand 54% of
the girls confessed to commencing their preparation barely a month before
the actual examinations. Nearly 40% admitted that they tried to make
up for this by some form or other of post-examination preparation, (e.g.
prayer to God—"the process of going round religious shrines ” explains
Prof. Krankie and, of course, contacting and influencing, if possible, the
examiners themselves and thawing or melting their hearts). Prof. Krankie
has noted that in some universities this last method is rendered impossible
because the scripts are renumbered before being sent to the examiners,
This has made the candidates more religious, says Prof Krankie.

. It is crystal clear says the learned Psycho-Statistician, that in
India social life in the university is *frigid ”. Boys and girls generally
sit separately in classes, and even use separate stair-cases in some places.
78.9% of the boys and 87.65% of the girls declared that they had never
spoken to a class-mate of the opposite sex during the whole course of their
collegiate career. 24.6% of the boys and 12.3% of the girls had spoken
indeed, but only at the safe distance of at least 3 feet, Only .12% had
gone to the cinema together with a member of the opposite sex and that
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too for the 3.30 p.m. matinee, It is not surprising that college life is res-
ponsible only for a low percentage of marriages—as low as 4% in the Arts
classes, 8% in the Science classes, 30% in the Medical colleges, and 31%
among research students. “It seems”, says Prof. Krankie on page 456,
“that Arts and Science students are quite unaware of their mutual co-exis-
tence ",

Dress, costumes and make up : 80% of the males were suited and
booted, of whom nearly .2% wore the tie ; 10 % were suited and chappalled;
6.78% pyjamaed and shirted; 3% dhotied and bush shirted ; .12% dhotied
and shirted or jibaed; .05% were sherwanied and .045% were double-
breast-coated ; 5% were hatted, 15% capped and the rest bareheaded.
The girls wore either the sari (89%), or the Punjabi kameez and salwar
(9%), the rest-conservatives.still wore their schooldays attire. , 99% of them
confessed that they used powder indiscriminately.“ The rest”, says the
Report “imitated the Red Indian Warriors ”. When questioned about
lipstick, they humbly replied: “ No, there is no lipstick education, you
see”, The women look more natural and are less denationalised than
the men : such is Prof. Krankie’s considered verdict,

Unlike the American student, the ludian student is very reticent
about personal matters, including sex. To judge from the answers, they
have no vices or deviations. 3.11% confessed to smoking, * but only
occasionally ” ; no drinking, of course, because of Prohibition and Mahat-
maji’s commandments ; cinema going—on the average once a week among
the boys and once a fortnight among the girls. The boys when question-
ed about sex, answered either, “ Yes, I am married,” or “ No, we are strict
Brahmacharis, you see”, The girls were fortunately not insulted with
such questions. There must be a limit to this psychological probing in
the name of scientific research.

No dances—except in a few minority groups like those from Euro-
pean Schools. Picnics, chastely harmless, supervised by the teachers
themselves. The vices freely admitted were sleeping too long and lotus-
eating, Many also confessed that they read film magazines regularly.
48% of the boys, after repeated questionings, admitted that they kept
portraits of certain actresses. The girls declared emphatically and with
“‘one voice” that they didn’t care for male actors at all, only for their
acting in the name of art.

I have said enough to indicate the - engrossing and explosive nature
of the Krankie Report, We shall now await the publication of Prof.
Krankie's promised companion: “ Report on the Undercurrents of the
Behaviour of University Teachers and Administrators in India”. It is
sure to prove as revealing and as exciting as the present volume.

Anonymous,



The Reception Bath

I always manage, inspite of considerable precautions, to get into
difficulties when taking a bath.

It isn’t the usual hazards that beset me. It’s years since I was flung
through the air by a cake of soap on the floor, and I have long since
graduated from the mistake of not having the towel within easy reach.

I prepare now, of course. [ leave nothing to chance,

On the day of the Graduates Reception I made all the moves
designed to assure a comfortable bath. The soap dish was at the right
point of contact ; the towel was where it ought to be.

Yes, sir, years of experience have taught me never to take chances
in the bathroom. That’s the reason I'm so careful. My soap-ski-ing ex-
periences years ago cost me two fractured elbows and two wash hand
basins ; and on one frightful occasion I was propelled violently, head first,
almost through a door panel.

. Now on this present occasion I checked everything, then rechecked,
Soap in dish, towel and all the rest of it ready. All present and correct
I went into my room, took out the clothes I would wear and returned and’
had a quick look round to make sure I had everything. I turned the
shower on,

It was a wonderful feeling, standing there knowing that I had
eliminated every possibility of error. I let the torrent rage and stood in it :
arms locked behind, feet apart, stomach in, chest out, chin up, to get full
enjoyment out of it,

Then it dawned on me. The sheer horror of it impelled itself into
my brain. I closed my eyes to escape the utter agony of it. It can’t be
true, I told myself, it just can’t be true,

But it was. I had forgotten to take my clothes off,
M. Shafiullah Khan, IV Hons. (Islamic History).

Equality of the Sexes

Last year the Presidential office of U.N. General Assmbly for the
first time was occupied by a woman. That was' the crowning success of
the efforts of Mary Wollstonecraft. "Not only in politics but also in every
other field women have come to the forefront. And don’t you think it
is high time we pause a little, and inquire into the natures and functions of
both the sexes and their proper relation to each other ?



Sri N. D. Sundaravadivelu, Director of Pablic Instruction,
addressing the gathering on College Day.

Old Boys’ Race,



MEMBERS OF THE MOCK PARLIAMENT
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Looking at it in the widest possible way, we see in man and
woman the two parts of humanity, The two sexes are not equal and
can never be equal. They are not identical. They are also not antago-
nisticc, They are complementary. But unfortunately the tendency in
the west has been to throw them into antagonism, to make them
competitors in the battle of life, rivals for employment, rivals for fame and
rivals for power; the “Rights of Woman” has been opposed to the
“ Rights of Man ”; and there has been -fierce discussion, hot war of pens
and hot war of tongues, much anger and much bitterness, contemptuous
sneers from the one side and passionate out-cries from the other, Inspite
of all this the sexes are not antagomstic. *T'ruly complementary are they
each supplying what the other lacks, each giving that in whigh the other
is deficient, and together they make up the perfect whole. Each part is
necessarily incomplete ; it cries out for, it craves, it 'demands the other, and
the whole can come into existence only when the separated parts are
brought together in harmonious combination. That the sexes are
complementary to each other is proclaimed by nature in plant and in
ahimal as well as in humanity ; it is a natural fact sung by every bird
that carols to its mate, seen in every flower that dances in the breeze.
And whoever may urge that the sexes are equal, whatever arguments
may support it, even if it be claimed as part of a scripture, that which is
against nature is false and is foredoomed to failure.

Physically, and mentally, man and woman differ from each other
and in the blending of the two stable equilibrium is found. In man the
muscular system is more largely developed than in woman; on the other
hand the glandular system is more largely developed in woman than in
man. The different part played by each in the reproduction of the
species demands this difference in the physical constitution, and it.cannot
change till women cease to be mothers and men fathers, With this
differing physical development is connected a different emotional and
intellectual development. In women, emotion prevails over intellect; in
men intellect over emotion. Woman is quick, intuitional, receptive ; man
is cautions, logical, resistant. If such differences be looked at from the
standpoint of separation antagonism will appear. Woman will think man
slow, stupid, cold, heavy; man will think woman hasty, irrational, illogicél,‘
impulsive. But join the two in loving co-operation and each helps the
other: the one is restrained from headlong decision and action; the other
is stimulated and often finds in woman's quick intuitions an indication for
reason. Together they can judge accurately and act wisely, with due
consideration for human nature and a full understanding of human needs.

The ascetic, who had not really conquered his lower nature and who
had put on prematurely the ascetic garb, regarded woman as his most
dangerous enemy, as the lure from the ideal he desired to reach. Both
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Hindus and Christians alike had applied to woman the most opprobrious
terms as the temptress of man, the evil spirit that allured them from
celibacy and asceticism, But we should not fail to remember that in all
these cases the writers were men and blamed the woman rather their own
unbridled nature. Perhaps had women written of their trials,

They might have writ of men more wickedness

Than all the race of Adam may redress.

What actually is woman's work 7 Woman’s work these days seems
to be everything that it wa$ not in the past and nothing that it was.
Now-a-dayse professions are taken and careers are invaded which were
formerly held sacred to men ; while things are left undone which for all the
. generations the world has lasted have been naturally and instinctively
assigned to women to do. “ To educate us when young and to take care
of us when grown up " these according to Rousseau are the functions of
women at all times.

“What is wanting ” asked Napoleon one day of Madame Campan,
“in order that the youth of France be well educated ?” *“ Good mothers "’
was the reply, The emperor was most forcibly struck by the answer.
Here is a system in two words. Few great men have flourished, who,
were they candid, would not acknowledge the vast advantages they have
derived iu the earlier years of their life, from the spirit and sympathy of
understanding mothers “ All that I am or hope to be, I owe to my aged
mother "’ said Abraham Lincoln. Many great Indian leaders owe their
careers to their mothers, The spirit of a good mother’s life, always
radiates its charm, even without the need of words, on the natures of their
children, like a flower radiating its fragrance into the sweet spring air.

In most households, the influence of the mother is greater than that,
of the father. All through the duay, it is usually the mother that is with
the child and thus has ample opportunities to exercise influence over
and educate her children. Modern youth seem to think that their
“ uneducated ” mothers know absolutely nothing; that they are necessary
evils whom they have to tolerate with stoic resignation because it is not in
théir power to do otherwise. Mothers now-a-days are considered the
greatest possible inconvenience. They do not know anything about the
present day world or how to get on init. And the modern youth
considers those who did not have a school or college education as
“uneducated”. Bat one may have college education and yet be un-
educated ; and one may be educated without going through a college. One
may lead a simple and honest life even without going through a college.
We have standing examples of such persons in those plain hearted
rustics who are governed by a code of honour, far superior to anything
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we can find in our sophisticated societies. Our mothers might not
have gone through a college. Yet it was mothers like them that brought
into being a Shivaji, a Dadabhai or a Gokhale,

By this I do not in the least mean that women should not be given
the benefits of a college education. Far from it, I am one of those who
firmly believe that men should never deny women the opportunity of an
education from which we have benefited so much. And I am also one of
those who hold the unshakeable opinion that women should not be
educated on identical lines as men. There is a craze among the modern
women to be educated on identical lines with men. Because men take to
engineering, women also want to take to,engineering, Because men are
given N.C.C. Training, women also want to be given N.C.C. Training.
Pardon me if I say that it is nothing short of mid-summer® madness to
want the education of men and women to proceed on identical lines.
How could the education of men and women ever proceed on identical
lines when their functions in life are not identical ? Education is essential
for women, because it is on their education that the greatness of a nation
depends. So far as cleverness, learning and knowledge are conducive to
woman's moral excellence they are therefore desirable and no farther.
All that would occupy her mind to the exclusion of better things ought to
be avoided as an evil. The possession of great intellectual endowments in
woman has much more frequently proved her bane than her blessing.
And they are certainly not the qualifications of female character which
conduce most to her own happiness or the happiness of those around her,

Mary Wollstonecraft simply stated a claim. She protested against
the slavish treatment accorded to women by the contemporary society
and demanded that she be given her rightful place as the partner of man.
As it often happens to most leaders’ claims, those who fought under Mary
Wollstonecraft’s banner soon lost sight of the original claim, They
confounded it with the right to scribble their names on pieces of -paper,
the right to vote, And from then on they began to clamour for entry into
this, that or the other profession and used to blame men for not allowing
them to doso. But I cannot understand how it can ever be a matter of
regret to right-minded women that they are exempt, not only from the
most laborious occupations both of mind and body but also from
the necessity of engaging in those eager pecuniary speculations and in that
fierce conflict of wordly interests by which men are so deeply occupied as
to be in a manner compelled to stifle their best feelings until they become
in reality the characters they at first only assumed.

The trouble about the so called equality of the sexes is that it has
created, what, for want of a better phrase one may term a ‘ Third Sex '—
Just a phase of feminine impertinence and masculine indulgence combined

P3
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together., The disregard of all old world modesties on the one hand and
the unmanly brutalities on the other ; the feverish love of notoriety in
both sexes alike ought to open the eyes of all sane people to the true
character of movement which makes women hard and men hysterical :
which gives to each the vices of the other while destroying its own hither-
to distinctive virtues. Woman would become the most hateful and
heartless, disgusting and despicable, abominable and atrocious of human
beings were she allowed to unsex herself. All men whose opinion is
worth having prefer the simple and genuine girl of the past with her
tender little ways and pretty bashful modesties, to this rampant moderniz-
sation with her counterfeit hair and painted face.

, In human society the influence of women has been on the whole-
extremely beneficial. It has softened the violence of men. It has im-
proved their manners ; it has lessened their cruelty. If only women make
full use of the gifts of nature, in the way that nature intended them to be
made use of, there is no knowing what they might not achieve.

G. V. Sivarama Ross Il Hons. (Economics).

Class Room Moods

Students are supposed to be very attentive in the class room. They
are expected to listen to the lecture and, having listened to every blessed
word (nay, every blessed letter) of the lecture, they are supposed to digest
it mentally. But how many of us, I mean the students, do this?
Well, the answer depends on a variety of factors——purely psychological
factors, as the psychologists will tell you—with which we are not concern-
ed here. But, we shall just see a few ‘cases’ of students’ behaviour in the
class room while the lecture is going on, By this, I do not insinuate any
indecent behaviour within the class room on the part of any student.

Read through this ‘ piece ’ and you will see that it is far from being any
such insinuation,

There are some students (especially women students, whose scoring
first marks at the examination is taken for granted, for they are all, we
are told, very intelligent, hard working and exceptionally bright and brilli-
ant).......I mean to say, there are some students who take down every word
‘—yes, every word, no matter whether it is relevant or is said only by the
way by the lecturer concerned. A student, who seemed to be a little
poetic, told me the other day that their moving fingers write at a rate

faster than the speed of the most swift-footed and the buxomest of the
deer.
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There are others who sit tight and stiff (so tight and stiff that not
even a single hair of their body shakes) in their seats, and just stare at the
lecturer throughout the period as if they have been hypnotized by the
lecturer. We are told that there is nothing hypnotic about this, but that
they are simply sunk into the verbal well as they listen to the lecture in
the class room,

Some students sit in the class room with every sign of ease and
comfort ; they sit as if they are quite conscious of the necessity of telling
the lecturer that they feel quite at home even in the class room ! "< A
class room, the ideal place to relax,” they tell us, and what ‘guts’ they
have to say that ! Perhaps, their ¢ philosophy ' is that, life itself is nothing
but one long leisure of ease, comfort and happiness, and class room also,
quite reasonably, enters into the pattern of their life !

There are some who go on noiselessly drumming on the edge of the
desk with their fingers throughout the period, and even while they do it,
they surprisingly succeed in putting on the appearance of being very
honestly serious and attentive in the class room. How they succeed in
keeping up the appearance of seriousness and attention thus—well, that is
the secret of their ‘art} and we are all fortunate in not knowing that
secret | After all, is it not true that ‘ where ignorance is bliss, it is folly to

be wise '?

There are other students who apparently seem to hear the lecture
with rapt attention, but are actually lost in looking at the brilliant toes of
the well-polished shoes of the lecturer; or, with an admiring pair of eyes,
they are lost in looking at the starched crease of the lecturer’s attractive
trousers, or at his very well-cut coat, or at his beautiful tie whose clour
agrees with that of the suit, or at the excellent frame of his spectacles.
Some say. that, to this category of students must be offered the lowest
rung in the ‘ class room moods.” Well, you, dear reader, may or may not

agree with this view,

There are some students, whose class room mood, though not fit to
be wholly condemned, is not to be encouraged. To this category belong
the students who instead of paying their whole attention to the entire
content of the lecture, are, quite unintentionally, lost in admiring the
lecturer’s lucidity of narration, command of language, depth of description

and height of imagination !

There are a few students who belong to quite a novel type—mnovel
as far as their behaviour within the class room is concerned. We may
call this the ‘ gold eating’ type, for they attempt to eat gold in the class
room, “Incredible " I hear you exclaiming. The other day, a student
was seen entering the class room actually chewing the chain which was
adorning that student’s neck—the: chain, of course, was made of gold; the
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chain-chewing student then sat in the front desk and kept on the chain-
chewing business throughout the period. That was a chain-chewing case,
But there are other cases which, though not same are yet similar, in
nature. Ring-chewing, finger-sucking, kerchief-sucking, pen-cap-sucking,
pen-smelling and paper-biting are but a few examples of such cases............

_ But, having written this much, I am faced with a problem: What
shall I do if the Editor asks me, “ How did you take note of all these
things when you are also expected to be attentive in the class room?
The very fact of your having noticed all these, goes to prove that you are
not listening to the lectures in the class, and so you are not a good student.
And therefore, your name is not worthy of finding a place in THE
PRESIDENCIAN.” Something in me comes to my rescue and suggests,
“ When the Editor asks you such a question, you just tell a lie that you
sacrificed a day specially to write this skit-cam-humour.” But, I hear
another something protesting from within: “ Why tell a lie? Tell the
truth to the Editor that, all that you have written above, is but the
product of your imagination ; and that, it has nothing to do with any one
in any class.”

This ‘ advice’, if advice it may be called, gives me consolation, for
I am' a believer in the dictum, “ MAGNA EST VERITAS ET PRE-
VALET: TRUTH IS GREAT AND WILL PREVAIL.”

M. A. M. Azeezur Rahman, 1V Hons,, (Islamic History),

—

If democracy should prevail

Of late, the concept of democracy appears to have receded to
oblivien, eventhough, all political deeds of the modern era are supposed
to have been evolved in concordance with democratic ideals. Part of this
is due to the widening gulf between democracy and totalitarianism, and
the popular indignation against any move to curtail liberty, which was
hitherto termed as mere gilded cages. The term “ democracy " as applied
to a “ Government, of people, by the people and for the people” is bound
to be a trifle misnomer in this age of political philistinism, for, a more
realistic approach is essential in order to keep this in phase with the
progress of civilization, What then, must be the function of a democratic
Government in order to enforce this noble ideal in practice ?

- To quote a well-known philosopher, * Democracy is the application
of the new spirit in the industry by starting ameliorative measures for the
workers, and infusing a feeling in the worker that he has interest in the
ndustry, and he is as much responsible for the development of industry as -
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the capitalist,” In other words, it must créate economic equality, side by
side with economic opportunity and fulfilment. This extension of the
principle of democracy is vitally important, for, herein lies the progress of
humanity and more particularly, the advancement of depressed and
down-trodden classes in social and economic spheres. This new spirit
must animate the industrial world as a whole, if democracy is to succeed.

Again, in a democratic state, “ Sovereignity of parliament is the
constitutional form of the sovereignity of the people.” As such, political
equality must be maintained, all the more so, if the power to elect their
representatives is vested with the commop masses. This in turn implies
political liberty, which then, is the governing factor of democracy. But
liberty, devoid of economic fulfilment, is almost “an abgtraction and
limitation in meaning "’ and hence, the crux of the matter lies in economic
progress alone. It follows therefore thatthe fundamental aim of a democ-
ratic state, as is in other countries with different political ideologies, is the
creation of an economically well-advanced society without which democ-
racy can never. hope to succeed.

Ever so many devices to create economic progress have been
preached and pursued, but particular mention must be made of the reli-
ance on foreign aid by a politically independent state. While abinitio it
provides greater fillip to private enterprises and thus stirs up a nation’s
productive activity, too much of dependence on foreign aid constitutes a
real menace to the function of a democratic state. In fact, it spells the
death-knell of democracy in that it * mortgages the nation’s present and
future by its inflationary and non-productive economic consequences.” No
doubt, a democratic state must have peaceful relations abroad and in effect,
it must strive for reconciliation abroad in order to aid democracy at home.
All the same, it should not tolerate any foreign interferences on its interna] -
economic problems, for they should be tackled only with the nation’s
financial potentialities aided by a little of foreign investments, yet, without
undue reliance on foreign aid.

In spite of the heavy odds of colonialism and imperialistic exploi-
tation, many underdeveloped countries have come into shape in a fully
independent structure. They will have to adapt as their basic aim either
democracy or bureaucracy, the negation of democracy, Much as bureau-
cracy is underrated as an “ entrenchment in power without responsibility”,
it will be a fallacy to pursue democracy, unless and until the social and
mental habits of the people in these countries are changed dynamically in
order to respond to the new circumstances. It can be potent only if there
is a human content of democracy, be it their intellectval or physical
accomplishments.
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Added to privilege and penury, totalitarianism has offered a fateful
challenge to democracy in this post-war period. The trinmph of democ-
racy over Nazism and Fascism only created weaknesses and shortcomings
wilhin democracies themselves. This was mainly due to the exaltation of
ends, practised by the war time democratic nations, The vital fact that
the success of democracy entirely depends on the respect for the means
was left outin the background, the serious outcomes of which were the
intellectual chaosand economic poverty, that characterise the war’s after-
math. A more pressing problem for democracy is thus the loss of its soul,
its very essence, which was sacrificed during wartime in preference to impe-
rialist exploitation. These serious drawbacks will have to be rectitied if
democracy is to triumph over totalitarianism,

Just because in a dictatorship the end hallows all the means, there
is no room to assert that democracy will triumph in the end, for the war
history shows us how even in democracy, the end hallows some of the
means, if not all. This is serious in all its aspects, for as one eminent
politician rightly points out: “ To the extent that democracy sacrifices
means to end, (as for instance, in the use of the atomic bomb against’
Japan in order to shorten the war), democracy imperils its own existence.”
-—more as, perhaps, in this atomic age, No use will be served by clamour-
ing against totalitarianism or against the curtailment of political freedom
of action, for, the only answer to them lies in providing economic uplift-
ment for the masses, in lieu of focussing too much attention on military’
expansions and rearmaments, To speed up the productions of atomic
and hydrogen bombs is contrary to the very ideals of democracy. The
issue in scepticism to-day is not whether the standard of living of the
common people should be raised but how. For this, it is imperative to
realize the well-defined theory: *‘ the human content of democracy, be it
their labour power and potential, their intellectual or physical attainments
and above all their character content, is the basic factor for the survival
and success of a democratic state and community.”

N. R. Ranganathan, III Hons, (Maths).

The T.N.T. Club

Last Saturday brought me a pleasant surprise. "A curious blue
envelope containing a highly scented letter arrived with the official seal of
the T.N.T. Club. On breaking the seal I found the Secretary’s request.
She sent me her very warm wishes for a very happy and prosperous New
Year and requested me to do her the great favour of being the Chief
Guest of their Club at an annual luncheon party to be held within a week:
I was at first filled with excitement and pleasant surprise. Neverthelesé;
I plucked up courageand readily wrote back to say that I was most Wi]ling
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to grace the occasion with my presence if only they cared to send me
a reminder sometime then. The day soon came and before long I was
profusely garlanded by the members of the aforesaid club, invited to
lunch and all sweet words and kindness bestowed on me. Within a few
hours I moved with the learned members of the Club with an air of the
most perfect familiarity, This attractive club consists of nearly ‘a hundred
members and for your interest is purely a feminine concern. Seven
members form the executive body of the famous T.N.T. Club and they
impress you with their sweet words and sterling character before you
really discover the oddities of their character,

The President of the T.N.T. Club, is an extra-ordinarily amicable
member. She is of average height and thickness, dresses herself in the
most attractive garb and has some qualities discernible in Hedy Lamarr,
She carries a monstrous huge purse presented, as she told me, by a foreign
returned uncle of hers who was now in the I.A.S. (Delhi). In this cavity
_she stores the following articles which I stealthily discovered: One tin of
Cuticura Powder, a cake of lux toilet soap, a one-inch pencil, lip-stick, a
small note-book and three rupees. Narcissus-like she welcomes flattery on
her own behalf now and then. She sometimes puts on a very bewitching
smile that reveals her very fine set of artificial teeth and it is in this respect
that she offers a great contrast to the Vice-president.

Hailing from Coondapoor District this Vice-president is really a
lusus naturae, which simply means that she is a freak of nature. She is a
typist in a big firm in the city and is on the wrong side of twenty.
Curiously she takes to snuff since smoking is forbidden as a rule in the
club. She offers a contrast to the President in that she has rosy lips and
an equally gracious set of teeth which she earned from chewing betel-
leaves, She is unique in the T.N.T. Club because she claims to have a
lover in a poet who composes sonnets on her beauty.

Next in importance is the Secretary. A sweet lass of eighteen,
she studies in a city college and has one redeeming quality —that of absent-
mindedness. She has only seven sarees accordingly to club calculations,
is very stylish, uses cutex to colour her nails and is very found of travelling
by rickshaws. ‘Eternal smiles her hollowness betray’ and she squints
laconically whenever confused or in doubt, She is a bosom friend of the
treasurer who is a great scholar of the Club by virtue of the number of
diverse books she carries,

This lady is a B.A. (Hons) of the "Nagpur University, always puts
an air of affectation and sometimes of great love and affection for you,
She wears high-heeled shoes, a garland of beads sits clumsily round her
giraffe-like neck and she wraps herself in her saree whenever her modesty
gets the better of her courage. - She professes to know a great deal of
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Kambar Ramayana, Book two of Virgil's Aeneid where Laocoon and
Sinon figure, and Milton’s blindness. She either knits socks or reads
novels during all the important functions of the Club and, I am told, she
weeps when she takes compassion on Tess or on Maggie and Oliver
Tulliver or on Jean Valjean. On account of this malady she is suspected
of having high blood pressure and others consequently keep at a safe
distance from her,

The fifth member of the T.N.T. Club is no Jess than the secretary.
She is all smiles for you and loves to ride on a motor-bicycle. She pre-
fers a Punjabi uniform to a saree, is very simple but only emaciated. She
claims to be the author of several pamplets on curtsey and manners but
herself has no time to practise all of them. She has a fascination for
corridors where she dances once in a while, She uses a fan like Lady
Windmere's - which the recent leader of the Chinese Cultural Delegation
presented her in recognition of her talents. She sings well—nay speaks in
music but has a slight nasal twang that makes her music incomprehensible,
She never reads news-papers but only film news and other rubbish of this
sort,

The last member of the executive committee is the humble peon.
She never speaks out but always has a grin on the right side of the mouth
that getson your nerves at once. She takes no tips as the T.N.T, Club
imposes a fine of three annas for every one anna she accepts as tip. Shoes
have no value for her but in spite of her flat foot she is monstrous pretty.
She moves like the ‘ Evening Star Clad in the livery of a thousand stars.’
She speaks only in Tamil or in Telugu as she considers below her dignity
to speak in that ““ slavish language of the Britishers”. Outside the club
she rarely recognises anybody on account of her father’s advice. She has
a very broad fore-head which really means she is very narrow-minded and
extraordinarily shy and modest. "

With these members of the T.N,T. Club I had the unique privilege
‘to lunch, although their rules strictly forbid male members being called in
as chief-guests. I was an exception for three solid reasons. Firstly, I' was
“unique in certain respects”’, secondly I possessed a fund of experience
and knowledge and thirdly as the modern poet says, I talked to every
girl as though I loved her (which was really far from being the case). I
take this opportunity of once again thanking the members of the dynamic
T.N.T. Club which functions every week in our historic city from four to
five every fort-night. May 1 be allowed to wish the T.N.T. Club every
success in the coming New Year and May God shower His choicest bless-
ings on each one of you, my good friends of the T.N.T, Club,

K. C. A. Narayan, IV Hons, (English),




A Wild Crab Chasé

Crab—crustacean with ten legs, of which the front pair are armed
with pincers, noted for walking sideways and backwards as well as
forwards; flesh of these used as food and it is the flesh we are concerned
with rather than the crust.

Ah! it would indeed require 2 more worthy pen to extol the excel-
lences of that delectable flesh. And to what extent will not the crab-
eater go, just to satisfy the palate of the epicure ?

April 25th dawned bright-and sdnny. Some of the family were
already up and about. Suddenly there was a general shoyt of “ Uncle
Louis”. Rushing downstairs, we found that our uncle from Bangalore
had arrived. There were cries of joy and greetings but all were terribly
disappointed when we heard that uncle was leaving the same day, and had
come only on an urgent business trip. But the damper was removed when
uncle announced that he refused to return unless he took with him a special
gift for Aunty and what was that? —CRABS!!!

Upon hearing of this decision, there were ‘ Hurrahs ’ for Dad also
announced that the best place to obtain crabs, was Ennore. There were
also cries of envy, for some of my brothers had to go to school, Dashing
to the dining room, each packed himself a small snack, and then got into
the car which was all set in readiness. A few minutes later we were off
to Ennore.

When almost on the threshold of the picnic resort, we were delayed
at a level-crossing for about five minutes. For a few minutes as we went
alongside the railway track it was a race between the train and our car,
but soon we branched away in another direction.

Lying on the river bank, with rising sun, well above the horizon,
its rays throwing brilliant beams of light on the russet sails of the fishing
boats, we caught our first glimpse of Ennore. Finding a suitably shady
spot, in the cocoanut grove along the river side, we squatted down to have
our snacks. As soon as we had finished we set out in search of fishermen,
in order to go fishing with them. All were out except two, but their boat
was too small, and hence could not accommodate us all. So we remained
at an arranged spot, while they promised to return in an hour with the
objects of our pursuit—Crabs !

While Dad and uncle seated themselves comfortably on a tree
trunk we proceeded to explore our surroundings. There was a minor
accident, when Pete was bitten by a small crab while wading in the
river, but prompt first aid and teasing added to the frolic.

P4
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An hour and a quarter had gone by, and there was no sign of the
returning boat. However, they soon hove into sight. We ran towards
them, and yelled “ What luck”? In reply they dragged up their line
baited for 30 crabs, and hanging to it, was just one solitary little fellow !
Uncle’s countenance fell ; and looking at his downcast face all of us shared
a twinge of remorse. But some one got a brain wave,—on our way back,
we would visit all the markets en route and surely we would get crabs.
We went to three places but it was of no avail—there were all types of
fishes—but crabs (?) there were none !

We consoled uncle by telling him not to worry for it was quite
evident that luck was against us. So, once again, we were homeward
bound, having had quite an enjoyable and eventful trip. We were a
little tried but very happy, after a wild goose chase after crabs, or was it
a wild crab chase, after all ?

Harold J. Laski—An Estimate

It is an axiom of fundamental importance to political philosophy
that there exists a close relationship between the political ideas of a thinker
and the environment he encounters. The political philosophy of any
thinker would remain unintelligible save in the context of the time in which
he lived. In this sense it can be said that there has been no influential
political work which is not in essence an autobiography of its time. Rous-
seaw's egalitarianism is intelligible only in the context of the French
Revolution. The absolutism of Hobbes, Locke’s advocacy of constitu-
tional monarchy have all their meaning only if the peculiarity of circums-
tances they faced is taken into account. Harold Laski was born at'a time
when England was trying to face the problems which the Industrial Revo-
lution had created. The year 1848 had been called not without signifi-
cance “the annus mirabilis” of our age.  Political liberalism was unable
to solve the multitude of economic problems of a society whose contours
were fundamentally altered by the impact of science and technology.
This incompatibility between political freedom on the one hand and econo-
mic slavery on the other led to a severe disillusionment and consequent
criticism of democracy. Thisdisillusionment with democracy also coincided
with the attempt on the part of some thinkers in England to restore to the
State its absolutism. It fell to the lot of Laski as miich to re-examine
democracy and its postulates in the light of these new developments as’ to
fight this attempt to revive State absolutism.

. Laski was brought up in the individualist tradition of Mill and
Bentham. His opposition to the absorptiveness of the Leviathan State
and its Moloch-like demands, his profound distrust of power, his emphasis
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on the need to safeguard liberty from the,subtle incarsions of Caeserism
can all be traced to his firm belief in individual values, It is significant
that he should have written the introduction to the ** Autobiography ” of
J. S. Mill. His book Liberty in the modern State is actually a re-state-
ment of Mill's “On Liberty ” with alterations to suit the needs of the
twentieth century. His skepticism likewise has its origin in this firm belief in
the supremacy of individual values. He deplored the unthinking acqiesence
of the many in the decisions of the few for he held that “ to doubt is to
examine and to examine is to discover. We do our duty by examination
not by submission, by zealfor truth and not by enthusiasm for uniformity”.

In Laski we have a harmonious blend of all that is best in political
liberalism combined with an awareness deepened by his hisorical know-
ledge of the need for greater social justice by an even distribution of
economic power, Like many a conscientious political thinker of our time
he was also bedevilled with the problem of seeking to harmonise social
justice with political freedom which led him to several contradictions. His
political philosophy indeed is a strange amalgam of individualism, plura-
lism, pragmatism and Marxism. The ensemble indeed was as unique as it
was curious. But it reflected in all its pervasiveness a desire to find a
solution to the greatest dilemma of our time—the reconciliation of political
liberty with economic freedom. Whatever he was, whether an individua-
list, or a Marxist, he was that with a difference. He analysed individua-
lism as a Collectivist and Collectivism as an individualist. He told an
interrupter at a public meeting, *“ Yes, my friend, we are both Marxists,
you in your way and Iin Marx's”. His individualism did not prevent
him from a ruthless criticism of capitalist democracy, as is evidenced by,
his book “ Democracy in Crisis "’ nor did his Marxism blind him to tbe
cannibalistic excesses of Stalin’s regime in Russia, He was an admirer of
English institutions and the English virtue of adaptability but be made fun
of them in a manner that would recall to our mind the names of such
eminent satirists of British customs and manners as Low and Bernard

Shaw.

His unconventionality—a general disinclination to conform to
accepted beliefs and traditions was responsible for the suspicion with
which he was looked down upon by his friends as well as his admirers.
This is perhaps the reason why he did not have anything like a settled
life. He always loved a fight.and wentin forit, Neither political denig-
ration by his opponents nor persecution by authority: could swerve him
from the path once he had chosen it ; for he had in him the spirit which
made Socrates prefer hemlock to a freedom he despised. Indeed his nature
was such that he would have been a rebel wherever he would have lived.
Had he been born in Russia he would have been exiled or executed long
ago. If in America, Senator Mccarthy would have sent him to prison.
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Even in England known for its ¢raditional tolerance he was always suspec-
ted for his allegedly Communist sympathies and for his anti-royal senti-
ments which blackened him in the eyes of the public.

He took great and vigorous interest in Indian politics urging the
need for granting freedom to India by pointing out the absurdity in expect-
ting Indian students to learn Mill and accept the position of second class
citizens in their own country. Indeed it is doubtful whether the Labour
party without Harold’s powerful advocacy would have been able to carry
through its decision in favour of India’s freedom in the teeth of strong
Conservative opposition voiced by no less a person than the great Winston
Churchill who said that “ he hatl not become the King’s First Minister to
preside over, the liquidation of the British Empire”. Laski has left
behind him a number of friends in India. He was a personal friend of our
Prime Minister to whom he sent a message on the eve of his 60th birth-
day calling on him to build up a healthy democratic opposition in India.
‘This message is not only an affirmation of Laski’s faith in democracy but
also reflects his interest in Indian politics.

He had Montesquieu’s zest for liberty and Rousseaw's passion for
equality which he combined with the robust humanism of Ruskin and
Morris. His legal brilliance was such that he could be compared only to
Maitland and in his forensic excellence Burke only could have excelled
him. His knowledge was encyclopaedic, his memory prodigions and
though his method of presentation was often verbose and tended to be
labyrinthine yet he was a master phrasemaker which perhaps accounts for

the immense popularity he enjoys with students of political science all over
the world.

His death deprived the democratic world of its most enthusiastic
spokesman and political science of a great thinker who elevated politics
from the quagmire of reaction into which it had fallen to the dizzy Plato-
nic heights of a princely science. Perhaps the best tribute that has yet
been paid to him comes from Leon Blum, Laski's friend and sometimes
Premier of France. He said, “ [ do not think that any man in Europe or
America had such a profound and original knowledge of democratic insti-
tutions since the 17th century.” But perhaps the best quality in him that
endeared him to others apart from his brilliant intellect, was his humanism,
As Kingsley Martin, his biographer puts it: ‘ Laski wasa great scholar
and a political philosopher ; he was a politician and a journalist, he was
above all a teacher and a friend.”

R. Jameel Ahamed, Assistant Professor of Politics,




The Perennial Drama

Have any of you stood out on the corridor of the main building of
our College and contemplated the stream of life flowing down? I am one
of those fortunate souls who have been afforded this opportunity. In fact
I have had frequent opportunities because I practically live by the corri-
dor during working-hours. I have seen an untold number of students, both
men and women, pass by. Ah! This isreal education! Instead of sit-
ting inside the class raking up the dry bones of fossilised thoughts and
literary flourishes, to come out and feast my eyes on Youth at its freshest,
throbbing with its characteristic ebullience, lit up by the torch of Being
Young, This state of Being Young is an enviable one, say the old folk,
I have many times listened to the old folk of my home in their’reminiscent
mood. A thrill of self conscious pride used to run through me when I
noticed the glint of envy in their eyes.

In my hours-long vigil at the threshold of our class room, I have
dipped into the richness of infinite variety of student life. I almost tend
to think of our College as a drop of water looked at through a powerful
microscope ; the people I have seen pass by remind me of the myriads of
tiny germs each dissimilar from one another. Each student is by himself
or herself an interesting study. Although I do not make so bold as to
boast of being a Pugliano, the renowned physiognomist of yore, I have
discovered some distinct types of students, men and women, who can be
taken as the empirical structure of the society of our college.

The :most common type prevalent here is the ‘ fop’—I mean the
dressed up one. To see him strut down the corridor with his tap-tap of
suede shoes, indiscriminately scatterning silly smiles, replete with all the
frippery that go to make the glamour boy of the tailoring 'advertisements—
My! Can you beatit! If heis half so rich up there in his head as he is
in his clothes, three cheers for him. But, unfortunately, he is just a
tailor’'s dummy : a clotheshorse, if you would like another term. I see him
every day fully conscious of himself, darting his eyes this way and that to
see if any body-—preferably a lady—is admiring him. Mind you, I perso-
nally have nothing against an individual of this type. Rather, I am proud
that Presidency College can vie with any other institution in the matter
of clothes, the glittering facade which may or may not hide the intrinsical-
ly un-beautiful, In these days a job is got easier when the candidate
strikes the eyes of the prospective boss blind with his impressive array of
costly suits, I will let you into whata friend of mine, who happens to be
a woman student, told me about those dressed up boys in an indignant
tone. “Satan claim such pretentious ignoramuses. Do they think they
are Clark Gables or Anthony Edens by merely dressing themselves up
in this fashion ?”  How am I to tackle this forthright condemnation. My
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foremost desire was to put in a word or two in defence of these ‘ demned ’
unfortunates. I kept quiet. After all, the women have the final say in
these matters, you know.

As a sort of contrast to the type 1 delineated, there is the modest
unpretentious young man, Heis a quiet going chap. He abhors excesses
in anything except perhaps his text books. He is secretly proud of being
‘ umble, although his intentionsfor appearing so are far from Uriah Heep's.
Quaintly enough, most of this type wear spectacles. Why is it that specs
have been invariably monopolised by students belonging to this type ?
They do not use sun glasses ina wintry afternoon as the ‘fop’ does. Just
plain convex or concave lensess As I am prepared to take an oath that,
the ‘ modest’ student dislikes affectation, I can only conclude that the pair
of glasses was the consequence of undue indulgence in intellectual repasts.
He reads the light essays of Belloc and Lynd for breakfast and masticates
heavy authors like Milton or Browne for luncheon. Another noticeable
characteristic of his is he never speaks out, Never, never! That girl
friend of mine has not yet passed any judgement over this specimen of
University life. If evershe does, I shall certainly relay it to you.

It is an established fact that women are kaleidoscopic creatures.
They are vanity, snobbery, an occasional flash of vivacious charm, the
imperiousness of a warlike queen, the frizzling stare and melting smile, all
rolled into one. A woman is a woman in any partof the globe and so is
she in Presidency College. 1 have seen many of them on the Corridor—
the short ones, the tall ones, the quick ones, the placid ones, the bright
ones, the stupid ones, the sociable ones and the ice packed ones. One
common thread that runs through them all is their native flair for wearing
the best in the market. One afternoon, after a particularly crowded inter-
val on the corridor, I sat down and began to approximately compute how
much money the chiffons and georgeltes and silks and rayons that belonged
to our charming young ladies were worth. I honestly felt that with that
money another block like our new Chemistry one could have been raised.
Am I exaggerating ? I presume I am not far off themark ? But I am not
the one to cry over spilt milk. In fact I am quite on the ladies side. I
any day prefer an attractively dressed young lady to a shoddily dressed
one. ‘

I remember to have read in some magazine in the dim past that
God created Woman to look pleasing but be unobtrusive. Alas! God’s
purpose has been partly defeated. I find that the young ladies are en-
countering some difficulty to come round the latter one of God’s purposes
A small incident will illustrate what I am trying to convey. Our lectirer
and we were.merrily jogging along over a difficult part of our text
Remarkable communion, between us. Suddenly our eardrums were nearl};
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punctured by a shrill mixed sort of noise. »By the time we cluttered out,
filled with the worst forebodings, we could just manage to see the swishing
sarees of a handful of young ladies disappearing round the bend. Proba-
bly a snorter of a joke. The thread was broken. The lecturer was an
insufferable bore for the rest of the hour.

There are lots and lots more of entrancing stories that the corridor
can tell. I see everyday atleast one drama enacted onit. To seeis to
enjoy, to hear is to miss the spice in it. The Christmas holidays are
drawing close. [ must rush back to my intimate dumb companion the
corridor, resume my habitual stand on the threshold and turn to full throt-
tle’ my capacity for observation. 1 am going to be too busy to waste my
time in idle chit-chat. See it if you ever come south of Powyell’s statue,
The stage is set......

V. Ramaswami, IV (Hons.), English.

The Ministering Angel

As Loony's shadow crossed the door of the club, Bajjikanth rose
stifly, muttering something which sounded like “a place unfit for gentle-
men’’ and went out.

The usually expressionless faces in the club registered an emotion
akin to surprise. For, as everyone knew, though no one bothered to credit
them with a sense of understanding they were sure all ears for gossip.

Loony comfortably settled himself in a chair .and cried out:
“ Fellows, gentlemen, and cuckoo birds, lend me your cigarettes.”

The operation having been performed, everyone crowded round
Loony and asked “ what's cracking up Bajji?”

“Oh,” laughed Loony who was a cousin of Bajji, “it’s nothing.
He'll get -over that, You see it’s like this. You save a fellow from the
gallows. But the goat feels that he has been denied his privilege.
Gradually wisdom will dawn, Yes, but for me that chap in another two
years would have been pushing around perambulators, and doing odd jobs
at home while Masalapriya did social service in the club.”

““ Please get me some water,” cried Goofy, * this is too much ”.

“1 know that anything beyond the alphabet is too much for you,”
said Loony, “ but I will explain. I saved Bajji from the abyss into which
any young man sooner or later falls down, if good angels like myself shed-
ding sweetness and light do not hover around. Yes, I took the matter in
my hands when Bajji first confided his secret sin.”
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“ No one who sees Bajji (continued Loony) would suspect that such
a man with that phenomenal love for potatoes could not tolerate onions—
but there it was. You may write it as one of the inexplicable happenings
in nature. Onions he preferred—to keep ata distance. And similarly
fathers-in-law. But at the time we open our show he is con{ronted both
by an onion and by a prospective father-in-lJaw. Fortune cannots show a
meaner trick than this,

I will give in four short sentences the state of affairs when Bajji
approached me, There was Bajji. There was Masalapriya he was after,
There was her father Acharaswami. There was the onion he was after.”

“Yes,” said Bajji, “ the time hath come to talk of marriages and
onions, of cranks and clashing fads. 1 need not tell you that Masala is an
angel. She stays with her {ather in the house opposite to mine. 1 need
not tell you that Acharaswami is a friend. Or else why should onions be
bought intheir house daily and Masala’s eyes always watery? It is
evident that she does not like them. Well may I say ‘ yond Swami has a
lean and hungry look ; he eats onions such men are dangerous.’”

“ 1 still don’t see why you should worry ? "

“Oh, to talk with such mugs. All the years in College will not
brighten this little brain, Don’t you see that I am in love with this girl
and at the same time cannot allow onions ? "

“why you can take her away after the marriage if there’s any.””

“Your gas is out, my dear dope. Do you belabour under the im-
pression that a father with an only daughter ever allows a son-in-law to
get away from him ? Good heavens, you have sure forgotten to take
logarithms, 1 will get mad talking with fellows like you who want every
word to be spelt.”’

“Oh, is that so? Then you have only to declare ‘out, out, short
lived love! Love’s but a barking dog, a timid thief who talks and fools
his hour on that day, and then is heard no more.” If you are really in
love, you must become partner in this great enterprise. Or else go and
start an aquarium, you damb fish.”

Bajji shouted at this: * Doubt thou potatoes are onions. Doubt
thou that girls tell truths, Doubt Loony to be a sage ; But never doubt
Bajji loves.”

It was clear that Bajji's case could not be treated by ordinary
therapy. He was madly in love., And he was obviously prepared for the
worst. But still there comes in the affairs of every man a time when he
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has to patise and consider whether he isswise in ignoring onions, The
whole question when distilled gave the query—to love or not to love,

There was another thing also. Bajji was tactily assuming that it
only required his asking before they started selecting models for invitations.

So I asked, “ How are your stocks and shares, Bajji, with the old
man?"”

“l don’t know whether they are preferred or deferred. But he
borrows my paper every day.”

“ Oh, that's some straw. If only you could indicate that your pro-
perty (which is Rs. 387-14-3, isn’t it ?) would be placed at his disposal...
But wait, these things must be discussed over a nice dinner. Yes....yes-..
now here it comes. Cheer up Bajji. For cool, careful, and confidential
advice consult Mentor the wise guy. Next week, your birthday comes.
You invite A and M for dinner, The main item in the menu should be
onion and the subsidiary dishes are made of onions, Get the idea.”

“ Then you think the stage is set for the hen to lay the egg.”

‘“ Exactly. If the old crony is not drowning youin tears of joy,
remind me to accompany you to a picture,”

“ Loony, I am simply struck by this sparking. This is champion.
Anyone could be mistaken—your face accounts for it—that though you
might be good company, still you could not plan the nation’s future. But
here you have one of those happy ideas that strike at odd places. I think
I shall show my gratitude by letting you adopt one of my children, It
will call for a spirit of sacrifice. But I will rise up to the occasion, So
long.”

So behold us four on the eventful day—Bajji, Masalapriya, Achara-
swami and myself indulging in that insipid talk about weather, sports, pic-
tures and politics and reverting to weather again—that inevitably precedes
a dinner.

The first dish was served,
“It’s a special onion soup,” said Bajji.

I think that A.S. let out a snort, If it was a friendly neighing, 1
don’t know much about horses.

“And these are onions fried in special untouched-with-hand, nutri-
tive, 100%, genuine vegetable ghee,” explained Bajji.

PS5
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“Is that? I'm glad,” said A.S. in a voice which wives teserve for
husbands who sneak in at 1 A.M,

“1 thought that probably you may like some raw onions too.
Here you are.”

I saw the colours of the rainbow in A.S’s face. His nose began to
twitch.

I glanced into the paper, °‘Fair to cloudy weather. Thunder.-
storms mdy burst,” The forecast was correct.,

“ This is onion ketchup specially good for vitamin deficiency,” said
Bajji and the fuse went off.

“Young man,” said the dynamite exploding, *“if you think that you
have played a practical joke on me, you are going to be sorry for that.
When you told me that today is your birthday I should have known, It’s
All Fools' Day. Your sense of humour I am unable to appreciate, as I
have no soft corner for neurotics,. Come out, Masala. God only knows
how 1 allow you your weakness for onions. Probably because you are
motherless I've been too indulgent. But this is scandalous. To think that
I considered this chap as a probable match for you, It only shows that
we are totally wrong in not judging by appearances.”

With that A.S. walked out with his daughter.

I could see Bajji's consternation. He added two and two and that
was wrong. | was reminded of : * If you have tears, prepare to shed them
now,' Bajji mistook the connection between Acharaswami and onions
whereas the affinity was between Masala and onions. It clearly indicated
that we must depend upon our intuition to help us guess wrongly.

By that time Bajji had collected himself. He actually clasped my
hands and spoke through tears. “ Loony, you have taught me that before
one starts loving at first sight, he must have his eyes examined.”

“ So that’s it,” said Loony rising up.

“ Hey, wait, wait. These do not add up. According to you Bajj
must be grateful and consider you as his saviour, Now if I have studied
my calculus correctly, I find that it is his greatest pleasure not to meet
you. What does that mean ? * asked Goofy.

“Oh, T forgot to tell you,” said Loony walking towards the door,
“that Acharaswami happens to be my new boss and 1 have successfully
angled for Masala. Please turn up in Jarge numbers at the marriage.
And don’t forget to bring your presents also.”

C. V. Pichappa, M.A., M.Sc., (Chemistry), Oid Student.




Cripkét

Mrs. Batliwallah and Mrs. Marthangam were at the cricket-match.
Fully -prepared to enjoy the day, they had arrived with field glasses, eye-
shades, lipstick, knitting, pattern books, pencils, purses, extra skeins of
~wool, snacks and various receptacles to hold their things. Mrs. B wisely
brought a large purse into which she put all the smaller articles and a large
knitting bay into which she put the larger articles. Mrs. M. not being so
wise, packed up each of her things differently so that the N.C.C, cadet at
the gate had to hold her bundles while she hunted for her ticket,

Both of them took seats behind a pillar from which place they
could not be noticed by that snooty Mrs.,,R. who had managed to get a
seat in the pavilion. Having settled down (nearly dislodging the two men
on either side in the process) the ladies patted their hair, atd took out
their knitting. “ Click, click, click” went their needles, and * clack, clack,
clack,” went their tongues ; for they had both been born with clappers in
their mouths.

“1 am glad Mrs. R. cannot see us for we would hear of nothing but
the view of the match from the pavilion—at Sheila’s party,” said Mrs. M.
who did not believe in short sentences. “I am glad too, though I must
say we will not see much of the match from here,” said Mrs. B. “ But
ofcourse it is much better this way than to have Mrs. R. crowing over us,
when next we meet.,” “My dear,” said Mrs, M. pathetically,  if you only
knew what she said, the other day—‘you get imitation diamonds that look
so like the real ones,” she remarked, eyeing my necklace with that super-
cilious air of hers.” ‘I do hope you didn’t let that pass,” commented
Mrs. B. ¢ Certainly not,” said Mrs, M. proudly, “1 said, ¢ Jewellers
shops are very obliging these days, aren’t they ? They let you take home
jewellery sets, on approval, on the eve of a party and return it the next
day.) She was completely squashed. As if I don’t know that she doesn’t
buy half the costly jewellery she wears.” Mrs. B. clapped her hands
approvingly and dropped her knitting in the process. By the time she
retrieved it, she found that the players had entered the field. Under cover
of the shouting and clapping, Mrs. M. whispered, ‘ How do you know one
side {rom the other?” Mrs. B. whispered back that the man with the
curly hair and the other with the beard, who had bats in their hands were
on one side, while all the rest were the opposite team. “ Isn’t that rather
unfair ?” said Mrs. M. “ but well if it is cricket, it must beso.” And hugely
enjoying her own wit, she laughed long and loud.

The knitting proceeded smoothly except for two interruptions when
the short fat man sitting next to Mrs. B requested her (rather curtly, she
thought) to keep her needle out of his eye, while the tall thin man on Mrs.
M'’s right, muttered something uncomplimentary as he picked up Mrs, M’s
ball which had rolled under hisseat. . The two went on with their knitting
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wearing a most injured look. ¢ Talk of manners,” they remarked to each
other. Towards the middle of the morning’s game Mrs. B. felt it incum-
bent to tell Mr, Boiled Beetroot, sitting on her left, that she disliked the
way he let out a sudden yell, for it not only made her start, but left hér to
count her stitches all over again. Mrs. M told Mr. Longshanks sitting on
her right, a bit frostily, that he had no - right to use such language in the
presence of ladies, and that if he did not like to pick up her ball, he could
at least stand up for a minute or two while she foraged for it under his
chair, The atmosphere was decidedly unfriendly when lunch time drew
near., The two men left their seats and went out to get some lunch while
both ladies opened their packets.

Mrs. B and Mrs. M exchanged gossip as they did their lunch. “Oh,
my dear,” gushed Mrs. B “ what lovely cutlets ! Did you make them all
by yourself.” * Mostly,” smirked Mrs. M ; “ Ofcourse the cook prepared
the vegetables and cut them up, and kept watch near the oven, while they
browned but I did the rest practically single-handed.” * But they’re love-
ly”, exclaimed Mrs. B, “you are a borncook. Mr. Marthangam is a
lucky fellow. Do give me your receipe.”” Mrs, M hesitated. ‘‘ I'll phone
you up tomorrow and let you have it,” she said. “I am not quite sure as
to how I made it, I'll have to ask the cook.” Mrs. M likewise enjoyed the
potato chips Mrs, B had brought and asked for her recipe. Mrs. B gave it
to her and admitted that her sister-in-law had helped —just a little bit—in
the preparing of it, The ground-nuts vendor, the ice-cream vendor, th&
chocolate vendor, all made their appearance, and were hailed with delight;

The re-appearance of the two men who occupied the seats on either
side, put an end to their chatter ; and they busied themselves, removing
their belongings from the two empty chairs. “ Aren’t we enjoying our-
selves? ” Mrs, M sighed with satisfaction, * My husband, poor pet, would
n't get leave today. His boss has no heart—absolutely. He doesn’t
believe in people falling ill during the cricket season. And he will not
instal a radio in the main room of the office. He tells them it is distract-
ing. Distracting! There is nothing like soft music stealing out of the
drawing room, where we are doing our household chores. If it wasn't for
the boors who live near our house and the irate letters they send up, I
would keep the radio on the whole day.” Mrs. B contributed her share to
the conversation, “I had made up my mind to come to the match,” she
remarked smugly, “and there are no obstacles in the way, once my mind
is made up. I told my sister-in-law that she could go and see her sister’s
father-in-law’s niece, tomorrow instead of today. It makes no difference
If she decides suddenly to come up for a week, she cannot make me change:
my plans to suit her convenience, And there ought to be some one at
home to give the children lunch when they come home at one o'clock,
Getting them off to school in the morning is a task enough to leave me
prostrate the whole day. 1 hardly have enough energy for other work,”
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The cheering of the mob and the wild excitement of Mr. Beetroot
and Mr. Longshanks made it impossible for them to continue their knitting.
Putting it away with a sigh of resignation, they hunted out their field glass-
es and scrutinised the pavilion closely. “ Mrs. R is wearing a new pearl
and ruby set. I bet it isthe onel saw in Chengappa Chettiar’s shop,”
exclaimed Mrs, M. “ The sari she is wearing now belongs to her sister-in-
law. I wish, my relations were as obliging,” remarked Mr. B with a sniff.
“Look- at that American girl, there, waving to one of the players on the
field. Doesn’t she know that she shouldn’t disturb the game like that? ”
said Mrs, B indignantly, “ Gaudily dressed,” was Mrs. M’s unusually
brief comment. FOcussing their glasses on the field, they watched interest-
edly, two men with bats running as if mad’; crossing and re-crossing each
other, while the crowd shouted itself hoarse. *Cricket seemsto be a very
interesting game,” said Mrs. M * but tiring work on a hot day.” * Good
exercise, though,” approved Mrs, B. “One could do with a little of it,
these days. I don’t mean hard work. I have more than my share of it.
I mean just having 15 minutes to myself to do a few morning exercises.
From the time I open my eyes at 7-30 in the morning I have hardly a
minute’s leisure. I spend nearly half an hour waking my husband up and
getting him to fetch me my morning tea, Oh, men! " she dismissed the
species with a wave of the hand. “ The children are a nuisance, too,”
remarked Mrs. M. “ Ofcourse they look awfully sweet when dressed up for
a party or when asleep, but otherwise they are holy terrors. Babu, my
youngest, refuses to eat rice pudding, ‘ why do we have rice pudding, twice
a day, every day,’ he grumbles, ‘ It is almost as bad as a Maccleans adver-
tisement.” I told him that he must eat it as it is good for him. We never
used to be so finicky about food when we were young. 1 remember—why,
what has happened ? Why are the players behaving like that? Why is
that young man leaving the field ? He bears a striking resemblance to
my brother-in-law.” “ Kenny’s out,” Mr. Longshanks laconically volun-
teered the information ““ Lb.w.”” ‘ Oh-er, thank you,” murmured Mrs. M
wondering if it was wise to sit next to a man who seemed to talk in some—
some code language. Most sinister, Mrs. M had been reading a great many
detective novels and her imagination ran riot. Surreptitiously she looked
at her watch. Buat, of course, noting the time would be of no use if she
was the one to be murdered.

Mrs. B looked at her companion rather curiously. Mrs., M looked
rather pale, she thought. It must be the heat, Or it might be those awful
vegetable cutlets. One never knew what cooks put into the food these
days. Hadn't she read a case of—her thoughts wandered. Two unusual-
ly subdued ladies watched the exciting last ten minutes of the match. Mr,
Beetroot and Mr. Longshanks kept bounding up as though they were sitt-
ing on live coals. The restof the crowd shouted, screamed, hooted, gave
advice, blew trumpets and let off squibs, But Mrs, M and Mrs, B sat
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quietly thinking longingly of home with its comparative peace and
quiet. o , .

The whistle blew and the two found themselves borne out of the
stadium, caught in a stream of people who, judging from the hurry, had
suddenly remembered the pleasures of home. Tired, dishevelled, not
knowing if they had all their belongings with them —they reached the
gate, Mrs. R accosted them and asked in a condescending tone if they
wanted a lift. “Oh, no,” remarked Mrs. M brightly, “ our husbands are
picking us up.”

It proved a long wait at:the bus stand and Mrs. M reached home
really tired, for once, and was welcomed home (for once) by an eager
spouse, How was the game " asked Mr. M who had reached home too
late to listen to the commentary. “Obh, quite good,” said Mrs. M, “ My
dear, you do not know how wild I was whenMrs. R offered us a lift. Mrs.
B was with me, and we both refused-of course. Why can’t we buy a car?
If you could only muster up enough courage to ask the boss for a raise—"
“How many are out?” interrupted Mr. M. “ What? Oh, the game,
Well 1 don’t know exactly, but I think about two or three left the field,
They may have gone for drinks of course”. “ Who was out ? ” bellowed
Mr. M. “Phadkar? Kenny? Ramchand?” *1I didn't catch his name.
The man next to me, mumbled something which sounded like ‘ Binny ’,
He looks very much like your brother, though,I mean the batsman.”
“ Heavens, - woman, what did you do at the match, if one may ask? ™
shouted Mr. M. * Well, I finished twenty more rows of the sweater I am
working for you. I dropped only two stitches, so it won’t show. And I got
a most heavenly recipe from Mr. B, 1 must try it tomorrow.” “Do you
know if we won” said Mr. M deliberately in words of one syllable. ‘1
am not quite sure, but there was a fat short player yelling and jumping, so
his side must have won,” ‘' Describe him,” begged Mr. M “ I couldn’t see
quite clearly. I am sure Babu hasspoilt our field glasses. The lenses are
so cloudy. Oh, well. That man was waving to a girl in blue sitting on
the pavilion. Do you know who he is? ” Mr. M tore his hair, though he
would little offend it, While Mrs, M happily pottered off kitchen-wards
to see the cook about dinner, Mr. M sat on the doorstep, chewing his finger
nails and awaiting the evening paper, ' ’

Shalini N. Pai, IV Hons., English,

[N:B.—The characters are entirely imag_ina,ry......etc., efc., efc.]
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Doors

I can see the reader begin this article, if at all he reads it with
a contemptuous smirk, * Whom does she imagine she is? Christopher
Morley ?”” No reader I am not aspiring to such heights, but doors have
always held a strange fascination for me,

They come in all sizes—big doors, and little doors ; thick doors
and thin doors but they're still doors, with a mysterious touch, if they
close the gap in the wall-tight,

Have you felt ever so much smaller than even a small door, if you
are waiting outside it ? And the big doors? Dear me, they sreally make
one. feel so insignificant. There is the old, old joke of dear pop, waiting
outside the hospital room, pacing the corridor furiously—his sigh of relief
when he hears the cheery voice of the nurse say ““ It’s a boy " though it
makes no difference, for it's equally nice to have a girl.

However, let’s take College—Yes, closed doors there, are generally
a menace, waiting outside the Principal’s room (there is no real door
there, but the screen is bad enough) wondering why we've been honoured
in receiving a summons—about what? that’s the all important question
and the answer can be had, only behind that door. The ordeal is indeed
half finished once we enter the room (if we're in for a banging) sometimes
however, the interview is quite cheery, and what a remarkable difference
there can be revealed on a face in so short a time—the entrance and exit.

Though it does not happen in my department, 1 have noticed that
several rooms in the main block have their doors closed during classes,
The poor latecomer (especially when the prof. is prompt ), he hasto
be more than courageous to push open that door. He stands outside in
a predicament, He's just five minutes late, but still, later than the
lecturer. The students may laugh if he goes in. He may receive a
reprimand or may be, even worse, a glare! But Prof. is a nice man. He
doesn’t shout or glare, and he’ll understand. But, it’s better not to take
the chance, and dropping his hand slowly, with a parting look of sadness,
he departs. More often though, there's quite a cheery expression,

These closed class room doors are a temptation even to those
who do not have to study within them., What are the mysteries
behind it ? Who is in that class? What class is it? Quite often, it’s
hard to resist and with a furtive glance up and down the corridor slowly
the eye is glued to the keyhole. How terrible it would be, if at that
moment the door opened and we glanced into the stern eye of authority
but risks have to be run........
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Have you ever tried to imagine the faces of our College doors ?
The Prmcxpal s wears extremely supermhous smile. May be, it’s because
it's the ‘ Principal’s door or may be it’s because of its very close prox1m1ty
to the “ Mona Lisa” with her enigmatic smile,

The big English lecture Hall door has a very weary expression.
Poor thing! I do suppose it's very hard worked with so many students
tripping in and out of it, and not always politely. Besides, there always
seems to be such a hustle and bustle outside it. The Physics and
Chemistry Department doors are really awful. They wear such dead-
fully scientific looks, that I have a feeling we’ll soon be opening them with
electric switches. The Zoology department doors (chiefly the labs) have
a terrible murderous look. I suppose it’s because they see so many poor
creatures chopped to pieces (to be more polite) dissected, within them.
The Economics and Politics Department doors have such learned musty
looks. It does dampen the spirits to come upon them, It's time they
turned up their corners and smiled—they would be lop-sided if they
grinned, The language rooms, doors stand on either sides of the corridor
and glare at each other. Goodness what a Battle Royal there would be
if they were off their hinges. Most of the other rooms wear usually
learned looks except the ladies common room doors and those........ well
find out for yourself !

But the doors in College, are still ‘College doors” and it is a
relief to go out of them and take the first bus going your way. Then to
walk a little distance and what joy wells up inside to see ahead, the
welcome open door of HOME !

Mavis Govias 1V Hons. Psychelogy.

The Raptures of an Evening

Oh, the joy to see the setting sun,

And the bliss to see the fired clouds!
Crimson, purple, and red fall the shrouds

On dead Helos mocked by Hesper. Then one
Looking towards the West beholds the trees
Of wealth,* towering, rustling, blooming across
Many a burning cloud ; the birds too cross
The horizon sweeping to nests; then frees
The breeze a solemn spring in blood mind, and soul,
The which inspires the blood to toss and sing ;
The mind, to think, to feel, know and revel ;
The soul, :to drink the tlpsy wine and fling

*The Coconut trees
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The cup of life to those moments passive,
When [ never felt, ‘I live, oh, I live!

U. Mohd. Igbal 1II B.A. (Hons) English,

—————

Another Jeeves

------------------------

Narayana Swa-a-my-e-e......

“Sa-a-ar!” The rumbling roar of my manservant floated from
the innermost regions of my flat where the kitchen is situated. 1 think it
is from the drawing-room, that there came a drowning downpour of English
literature ; and believe me when [ say that I felt like strangling myself !!
Not I alone! Anyone will feel the same if they happen to be in the same
condition as [ then was....- - A night-film show, and playing cards till
two in the morning made one feel that it had been only a few minutes
back I went to bed when the boisterous lecture from the drawing room
split my head and almost drove me mad-.........

I cursed those fellows ..... . 1 was sure that it must be some of the
early birds in my circle of friends...... , in all the various languages that I
knew ; and I could not find any more suitable for the occasion.

The bedroom door géntly opened and ‘ NARAYANASWAMY' entered
slowly with a solemn and dignified tread.

“ At-last you are awake, Sir l......

“How can I help being awake, Narayana Swamy ! with that sort
of thing going on at such close quarters ? By the by, who are they "’

“ WHO ARE wWHO? Sir!”

“ My God! who else man! Those fellows who are bawling about
as if they are addressing an audience of a thousand deaf...... ?

“ There is no one in the drawing room, Sir!... .....It is the News
Broadcast from New Delhi II”

«Omn! Itis that ‘YOoU WILL NOW HEAR THE NEWS READ BY '—
fellow, is it ? But who the hell tuned on the radio, and especially that

Melodious Music ?”’
Pé6



42

“ No one tuned it today Sir...... The Radio must have been on from
last night itself !I!"”

“ Go and Switch it off, man, Why are you standing here and

“You are not going to sleep again, Sir!’ “ WHY NOT, MAN ??
Don’t you think that I have earned a good rest after a heavily busy night !
kindly go now, and close the windows too.”

“ But

“BUT ME NO BUTS, ‘Narayana Swamy. I am unable even to
sit; and I am feeling needles in my eyes.”

“Not at all, Sir. Only I wanted to remind you that to-day is not
Sunday, but MONDAY .

“ WHAT !! MONDAY ! Narayana Swamy you have gone mad.
To-day is Sunday. I am dead-certain.”

“I am not wrong, Sir. Even the Radio has announced that to-day
is Monday.”

“Damnit! Then I have to attend college..-And, what is the
time, Narayana Swamy ?”’

‘“ It must be half past eight, Sir.”

“ Half past—Eight !l Good Heavens! Then help me to get up and
lead me to the bath room...... And hurry up with the breakfast, man.”

“ Everything is ready, Sir. Only you have to hurry up with the
toilet.”

“In a frisk, Narayana Swamy. By then, have my dress ready...
...And, another thing...... Have my woollen pants brushed and pressed, I
want to wear them this evening.”

“That BLACK WOOLLEN, SIR!l'”

“Yes, man...... what is wrong with it ?......... Why do you gulp as
if you have seen a bottle of castor oil I! '

“Kindly don't wear it, Sir. All the students in the college are
laughing behind your back.........Excuse me for saying so, Sir. I, too,
don’t feel that you should wear it during these hot summer days.”

“ But I love those pants, man. And I Am going to wear them
to-day. I am not going to dress myself to suit the tastes of others”........
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MADR:T
Saying that in as firm a tone as possible I ran quickly into fthe bath room.
I did not want to be guided and advised in sartorial matters by my maa
servant.

And I wanted to show Narayanaswamy that I was the master and
not HE.

11

I quickly finished a cold breakfast ; syou cannot imagine how cold
a hot breakfast can be when Narayanaswamy is ruffled. But I did not
care; and wanted to show him that I did not worry about his attitude,

either

After half an hour’s struggle at the Bus-Stop, I reached the college
at 9-50 A.M. There were still ten more minutes of my precious time and
I wanted to utilise it in the best way possible, namely burning a gasper in
homage to Minerva. Quickly I proceeded towards the college, and met on
the way my dearest pal, Hiriyan. He was rushing towards me as if he

was chasing the wind,

“Hey, Mo! The devil is after you, man! you are ruined..
Mark my words Brother,—you are going to get hell today.”

“ What is the matter, man? And why are you prattling as if
bewitched. Calm down and explain.”

“ME—BEWITCHED, IS IT ?.........AHA !! 1t is you who will
be bewitched in a few minutes........ "

‘1 say, Hiriyan, what is the matter man? Please explain, I don't
understand you at all II”

“ Hear me carefully then. The principal wants to meet you
today. He has asked me to tell you, and I have been searching for you
for the past half an hour............ And, 1 tell you...... , the tone in which he

gave me the ‘ORDER ’ cannot be called ordinary at all. I think that
there is some cause for his wanting to see your beautiful face and have

your nice company "
“My God !l Please Hmyan Do you think that this has got any-
thing to do with that.. 7

“Ya.. Ya .That is the point to which I am referring, And in fact
I saw that ‘—’ coming out of the Pr1nc1pa1 s room Just half-an hour back.”
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“ What to do now, map? Please, find some way out...... If the

principal informs my pop, I am ruined. 1can’t even stay at Madras.
What am 1 to do man ?”

“There is no way out, pal......ce. I think that you have to face the
music. And let me remind you that I had nothing to do with ‘THAT’

......... I even advised you hot to be too hasty. What is the use of repen-
ting now ?”

“ Please, Hiriyan! Do something man, I have stood by you in
many a jam. And you have to help me now.,”

“How can 1 help you man? [ cannot go to the prinicipal and
explain that all ‘ THAT’ isa joke. Nor can I ask him to pipe down
and ignore the whole business!” &

“ Then what to do man?? Oh my God! Help me.......”

“Hey, Mo! there is no meaning in wasting the time now...... Go
immediately to your flat and ask Narayana Swamy to find a way out. He
is wonderful in such things,.... that man is a real genius. He will surely
do something......... Aye!l...What is the matter... Why have you become
so dumb all of a sudden...Talk man!...I am losing my patience .

“Oh!...Nothing wrong......I shall do something myself......I am
sure to find a way”.

“YOU !l.........Very interesting! I never knew that you have
started settling all your mishaps by yourself............. If it is the case, then I
am sure of your fate,..-......Good-bye, pal...Meet you to night if you

hav'n’t committed suicide by that time. 1 shall tell the principal that you
have not come to the college at all. Cheerio for the present,”

I slowly retraced my steps to my flat......... Good-Heavens! What
a fool I was!! Now I have become a double fool by quarrelling with
Narayana Swamy.......... What to do ? ?... .........

If Naryana Swamy was surprised to see me come back, he did not
show it on his face. COOLLY........ he opened the door and let me in.

. “Have you forgotten anything, SIR ?’ No, Narayana Swamy. I
am not feeling well, So I have come back.”

“ All right S1R.  Anything else, SIR?” “Nothing...... Thank you
- very much,”

“Then I shall take leave of you, Sik. I have to attend to the
kitchen........... JIf you want me, you can call me'.Sir ------ "



As soon as he left the room, I felt the temperature rising to the

Normal once again, and I was able to breathe freely........ This man! can
be quite ruthless when he wants. And his—" This, Sir!”, “ That, SIR "
“ Allright, S1r |” are enough to drive one mad........ How am I to broach

the subject ?

After half an hour of bemunbing silence, I decided to call Narayana
Swamy.

He walked into the room like a Church Dignitary,

“YES.ee...o.SIR

“ Narayana Swamy! Iam ina bt of a jam, man,”
“YES.coreerenne Sir 1”

“ The principal wants to see me today......"”

“ Then go and see him, SIR.”

“1 can’t man...... ”

“If you can’t, you can’t, SIR !”

““ Please, Narayana Swamy, Stop being harsh, man. How can
you see me struggling in the ditch and proceed as if nothing is happening ?
...... Please help me, man.”

“ What can I do, SIR? I......am illiterate Servant ! "

“Don’t be ironical man. And have [ to suggest an idea to YOU!!!
How can you expect me, man ? "

: “Yes, Sir. They will be GREAT EXPECTATIONS!! By the
by what is the trouble, Sir?”

¢

“You see, Narayana Swamy. One particular ' in the
college was giving me the glad-eye. And last Friday making bold, 1
sent her dynamite.”

“DYNAMITE?? SIR!”

“Yes man. Don’t act asif you do not know what it means, I am
not going to explain what it.means, as I shall have to blush every time an
idle seeker of mirth reads this!”

“ You mean an 12, SIR.”

“Yes, man....-. That is it. And it seems that that ‘ BL ?

.........

complained to the principal, Now the principal wants to meet me !
What does it mean, man ?”
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“Ofcourse the inevitable, SIR! But are you sure that she has

b

‘“ Absolutely, man. No doubt about it......... Mr, Hiriyan himself
has seen”.

“Then it must be true, Sir. And I think that I will have to work
fast now. Prepare a leave letter and give it to me, Sir. I shall go and
meet the Principal.”

“ Thank you, Narayana Swamy........ Thank you very much, How
can I ever repay you! But what am I to do all day, here ?”

“ Go and disturb some other colleges, Sir
“ Allright, Narayana Swamy-...........Best of luck man.”
& ¥ ‘ * %
111
“ GOOD-MORNING...SIR \”
“ Good-morning, Narayana Swamy, What is the matter ?”’

“ Mr. Mohan is suffering from high temperature, SIR. And he
has sent the leave letter .

““Oh! I'see. Thatis why he has not come to college todayes....
I was wondering......In fact I wanted to meet him ",

“ Anything very important, Sir ?"’
“Oh! Nothing, You see, Mr. Mohan’s father has sent a M.O.

to my address. I wanted to give it to him....... Now that you have come,
you can take it to him.”
“ Yes... ... Sir.”

. “Another thing, Narayanaswamy. Mr. Mohan seems to have
written a letter and posted it without writing the address, It has gone to
the dead letter office and is returned. You can take that too with you,”

“Yes ..... SIR. This must be the letter to his father. He had

asked me to address it and post it, Sir. I must have forgotten to write
the address.”

“It must be so, Narayanaswamy. And by the | °
Mohan studying ”, Y y y the by, how is Mr,

“Oh! Quite well, Sir, Only at times he goes off the track, Sir!”
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“ What do you mean, Narayanaswainy.”

“ Nothing serious, Sir. At times he becomes too imaginative.
In fact he becomes an ideal MAJNU. And it takes my life out to bring
him round, Sir ”,

“ Look after him, Man.”

“Yes, Sir., Next time you meet him, tell him that if he acts
MAJNU again, you will inform his father about it. But kindly don't
let my name out, SIR... . Thank you very much, Sir........ Good-afternoon,

Sir1”
¢ Good-afternoon, Narayanaswamy.”

Y

“ What has happened, Narayanaswamy ?”, * Everything is settled
and in order, SIR . Is this the Z,, Sir ?”

“Yes...man. Only the cover is missing .. ... Oh'! Narayanaswamy!
My guardian angel!! You are a real magician...But how did you manage
to get this from the clutches of........ 7

“ Don't be too boisterous in your joy, Sir.-.....And don’t be led
astray by faces....... It seems that that ¢......" called you a ‘Sq........ ’ and
also used certain other terms to describe you, Sir. Hence pray don’t even

show your face to her, Sir, She is not worth it.”

“Yes, Narayanaswamy. I, too feel the same, now! Thank you
very much any-how,”

“ Please don’t mention, Sir.”

“ And, Narayanaswamy-.........

E3

“Yes...Sir |”
““ About that woollen pant !”
“Yese Sie I” -

“You can keep it at the bottom of the clothescloset so that I
wo'n’t find it till winter ”,

, “1 have ventured to send it to my nephew as a present from you,
SIR |”

“Your NEPHEW ! Narayanaswamy l....... you mean that cleaner

“Yes, Sir. It suits him perfectly, and he thanks you profusely ...

SIR II”
“Your nephew... severese..my pant ]

‘7?

B. Mohan Rao, 1V Hons. Econ,

R



“To Part and to Forget ¥

Parting and forgetting form two important and major structures
of the mechanisms of Life, We would have parted with innumerable
people and we would have lost memory of countless incidents and events,
not to speak of persons. The actsof parting and forgetting are inter-
related and closely knit together.

Parting implies the pre-gxistence of association. When humanity
was in its primitive stages, when society was not in existence, when the
mingling of man with man, was a very rare feature, there could have been
no parting. But such a state of‘isolation and solitude has long passed and
man has adyanced to the present state of forced entanglement with his
fellow beings. Itis impossible for modern man to remain alone; association
is inevitable. Every human heart yearns for the affection of another
human. But, once there is association, parting is bound to follow sooner
or later, The human heart is so composed that it is unable to bear the
sorrow of parting. To part with one, with whom we had spent many a
happy day, who had shared with us our joys and sorrows, and who is
associated with our happiest reminiscences is a blow that cannot be borne.
We sink beneath its force into the depth of grief and misery. Parting is
the saddest of all events, and is the most grievous experience.

Can there be no parting in life ? Should the sword of separation
always hang above us, threatening to descend ? Can we not live, to the
end of our lives, with our dear and near? We may, or we may not,
Perhaps what Tagore wrote was correct : * Life contains innumerable
instances of parting grief ; it is but natural. For, on this earth, who unto
whom is related ? ”  The poet’s philosophy, grim and real, is deep in its
inner meaning. True, immortal bard! None on this earth are related.
Each man has to go his own way in stumbling and struggling against the
bitter factors of life. In his struggle against life, each man comes across
innumerable people, friends and acquaintances, beloved and beautiful. He
cannot forsake the struggle or deviate from his path for their sake, since
that would mean the end of his existence. He must leave them, as and
where they were and proceed by his own path. A companion for life is no
doubt essential, and who knows, one may have to part even with her:

“ A moment’s halt—a momentary taste
Of being from the well amid the waste
And Lo! the phantom caravan has reach’d
The nothing it set out from—Oh make haste! ”

Such is life, and parting is only natural in such a life.

“ To meet, to know, to love, and then to part
Is the sad tale of many a human heart ”,
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wrote Coleridge. Those two beautiful and touching lines contain the
whole of life, for what is life but meeting, knowing, loving and parting.
Life is like a train journey. We meet people, get to know each other,
begin to feel an affection for them, and suddenly our destination comes,
and we part with them sadly and sorrowfully, 1 remember, how, as a
young boy of eight, while travelling with my parents, I contrived an affec-
tion (of course a childish affection) for a girl of five, who was travelling in
the same compartment with us. As young children usually do, we became
close friends as soon as we met, and combined together in common child-
.ish plays. But our friendship and happiness was not to last long: My
destination had come and I was forced to part with her. I still remem-
ber vividly, how we wept before parting, and how our parents were embar-
rassed in trying to separate us. Well, that was years ago ;*but I have
neither forgotten the incident, nor the lesson that it had taught me. The
love that a man bears for a woman may also come to the tragic end
mentioned by Coleridge. Before the object of his love could be aware of
his passion for her, before his love could be returned and fulfilled, the
tragic event of parting comes, and his love, boundless and passionate, preys
on his own life, torturing him and inflicting him with mental agony.
Many a sad tale of such tragic love remains unwritten and unknown, 1
am told that there are quite a number of such tragic cases in our College !
May the philosophy of Tagore console those poor souls and bring solace
to those ailing minds |

Has any of us realised what a painful experience it is to part with
our college? To part with our college, with its sweet and Iuring atmos-
phere, with its warm and domestic air, with everything that is pleasant
and soothing, the very building having become part and parcel of us,
would be the most miserable and sorrowful event to a sentimental man
like me, and I am sure that most of you would agree with me. To leave
forever this abode of beauty and bliss in which is embodied many a sweet
reminiscence and enter the world at large with its unending bitterness,
prolonged suffering and miserable struggle, is the most horrible misfortune
that can ever befall one. But such a misfortune is inevitable and essential
and we have to bear the sorrow, if any, with a manly heart. So much for
parting, now to forgetting.

To forget is one of the natures of humanity; it is a common factor
andis found in all human beings. As time rolls by, the past becomes
vague and misty,-and one finds it difficult to recall or remember the past.
Lack of memory and disability to remember accurately, go to prove the
human institution, as the creation of the Almighty, an imperfect one.

Remembrance of the past may either bring joy or sorrow. It is
hard for one who is crawling amidst misery to reconcile himself with
happy memories of the past. Insuch cases remembrance of the past

P1
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might bring grief. In the words of Dante, “Thereis no greater Sorrow
than to recall in misery the time we were happy.” But, sometimes, sweet
reminiscences of the past serve to bring joy to the suffering mind :

“ Let misery do her worst, there are moments of joy,
Bright dreams of the past, which she can never destroy .

The past is something memorable and pleasant to many. Though much
of our past might have escaped our memory, yet, out of the little that
is left, a man like me could create a dream-world of his own, and for-
getting all his grief and sorrow, may find joy and peace. How pleasant
it is to recall our youthful days, when as young children we played and
giggled ? dgnorant of the world, unmindful of the future and careless
with life, we played our time away, What juvenile adventures? What
mirth and laughter 7 When such reminiscences crowd our mind, we feel
a new vigour, we find ourselves elated and transported into a world of
bliss and glee. As there are happy reminiscences, there are also sad
reminiscences. The failures that we had met with, are hopes that were
unfulfilled, our wishes that were not granted, our follies, our mistakes, our
mishaps, and all other unpleastant things—all these we remember and
we heave a long sigh.

*“ When to the sessions of sweet silent thought
I summon up remembrance of things past,
I sigh the lack of many a thing I sought,
And with old woes new wail my dear time’s waste ”.

The natural defect of forgetfulness seldom serves as a handicap to
man; it is of great benefit to him. Forgetting is an cxcellent remedy for
our woes and worries. 1f some grievous incident had taken place, or some
mishap had befallen us, let us not muse over it and increase our grief ; let
us forget it and be happy. As Christina Rossetti has put it, “ Better by
far you should forget and smile, than that you should remember and be
sad.” Although it is our natural tendency to forget, yet we are not able
to forget certain things and happenings, and in some cases we are unable
to forget persons as well. They haunt our memory and we are at a loss
to dispel them. Things that are more .important like lessons, passages
and facts and figures are easily forgetten, but we are not able to forget
those things that are connected with our heart. They are carved deeply
in our memory apd are unerasable, proof against time and forgetfulness.
The brain has a bad memory, but the memory of the heart is striking and
wonderful. How often it is thatthe visage of some bewitching beauty
lingers in our mind fresh and vivid. The lover is haunted with the
charming figure of his heart’s idol. Her figure follows him like a fiery
phanton wherever he goes, and spoils the charm of his life. He would
not, he cannot forget it. Such unforgetfulness is a source of great grief
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and agony to a person. It 1s this unforgetfulness that tortured Keats and
made him write thus:

“ What can I do to drive away
Remembrance from my eyes P for they have seen
Aye, an hour ago, my brilliant queen
Touch as a memory. O say, love, say
What can I do to kill it and be free
In my old liberty.”

Keats realises that it is not possible for him to forget his brilliant queen,
Pathetically and saddy, he scribbles:

“In vain away I cannot chase
The melting softness of that face
The beaminess of those bright eyes”,

When Keats fell in love with a woman whom he had seen only for a few
moments at Vauxhall, he found it extremely difficult to forget her charm-
ing figure. Five years had passed and yet her memory was quite fresh
in his mind. This unforgetfulness pained him excessively and had
poisoned the pleasures of his life, Try as he might, he was unable to
forget her beauty and charm, the remembrance of which brought sadness
into his life, and disturbed the tranquillity of his existence. His grief took
the shape of poetic lamenting :

4]

...... thou dost eclipse
Every delight with sweet remembering
And grief unto my darling joys dost bring.”

What paradox it is, that not given the faculty of keen remembrance,
suffering from the natural defect of forgetfulness, we should be unable to
forget a thing and that it should haunt our memory forever, and remain
there as a challenge to our weak and feeble memory? How strange it is
that our imperfect memory should remember a thing against our wish,
against our efforts to forget it and drive it away from our mind ¥ To be
not able to forget the image of his love, who is unattainable and beyond
his reach, is a torture, beyond endurance, to a lover. He cannot have
her, cannot possess her ; his love is a sheer waste, watering the sand dunes
of the wild desert. What he had thought to be the joy and happiness
of his life, has escaped and evaded him, and there shall be no more happi-
ness for him. Yet, with all that, he is unable to forget her charming
figure, which has rendered all happiness impossible for him and has
brought on him endless sorrow and misery, He may forget his own self,
but he can never forget her. As long as life resides in his body, her image
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shall remain in his heart and her remembrance shall linger in his memory.
Keats has put it excellently :

------ as the Tuscan ‘mid the snow
Of Lapland dreams on sweet Arno
Even so forever shall she be

The Halo of my memory., ”

The memory of her bewitching self shall always echo in his mind, and
he shall drag on his painful existence by thinking of her, and dreaming of
her; his revelling eyes always beholding her beautiful image, his
wandering fancy seeing her charming figure everywhere, and his skilful
imagination presenting him with joyful pictures that shall never come to
life. The sweet vestige of that charming creature, which had put him to
eternal suffering and pain small always remain in his mind

........ as mournful light
That breeds above the fallen sun
And dwells in half the night.”

Lovers have a way of remembering the objects of their love. In
thinking of them and musing over them, lovers forget everything else and
this forgetfulness of everything else invariably leads them to insanity.
In “ Romeo and Juliet” Romeo is at first infatuated by the beauty of
Rosaline, and he is not ahle to forget her, His friend Benevolio, who
knows fully well that the sorrow and seeming illness of Romeo has been
caused by the charm of Rosaline, persuades Romeo to forget her.

“ Benevolio : Be ruled by me, forget to think of her.
Romeo: O! teach me how I should forget to think.
Benevolio : By giving liberty unto thine eyes; Examine
other beauties,”

The ingenious expediency that Benevolio had suggested may appear
logical, but it is not practical, If in order to forget Rosaline, Romeo
follows the wise and sagacious advice of his friend, there is every possibility
of his once again falling in love with one of the “ other beauties”’ he had
“ examined.” The theory of Benevolio is endless ; it is a cycle. Coming
to the forgetfulness of lovers, we may choose an example from “ Romeo
and Juliet.” When Romeo has descended from Juliet’s balcony, and is
about to leave her orchard, Juliet calls him back, and strangely enough she
forgets why she has called him back.

Jul: I have forgot why I did call thee back.
Rom: Let me stand here till thou remember it,
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Jul : I shall forget, to have thee 8till stand there
Remembering how I love thy company.

Rom : And I'll still stay to have thee still forget
Forgetting any other home but this,

‘To forget is no easy task ’, ‘ Forgetfulness is a natural defect’,—
both these contradicting statements are quite true, Indeed, forgetfulness is
a virtue if one knows to forget the right things. Let us make the best use
of forgetfulness ; let us treat it as an antidote—an antidote against our in-
numerable woes and worries, the cares and anxieties of life.

To part and to forget—how simple they seem ; but how significant
they are in life. Generally, parting is followed by forgetting. * If parting
were the saddest of all experience trying to forget the beloved person is the
hardest of all experience, Parting and Forgetting—that, in short, is Life,
We part with all we know, forever ; we part with this world never to
return to it ; we part with our own body and whither we go, we know
not. We forget everything, we forget our own selves, we forget to breathe,
and we relapse into eternal forgetfulness: .

“ Yon rising moon that looks for us again
How oft hereafter will she wax and wane ;
How oft hereafter rising look for us
Through this same garden,—and for one in vain”,

It is to this sad and tragic existence, the fair name of Life has been given,
Parting and unforgetfulness are mournful events in Life’s sorry tale.
Could not the tale be written in some other way? Could not the events
be joyful ? Could we not change the author? Could we not write the
tale, ourselves ?

“ Long' long I muse, then on I go wandering
Many a changeful season to follow, and many a scene of Life”,

D. Dorai Raj, 1V B.A, (Economics),



Spotted Deer and Goldfishx

“ Spotted deer, gold fish and a troupe of young dancers’’—sound
like images in a dream, Yet they were all sent to us by our neighbouring
country, China. After an interval of nearly two thousand years, we
greeted each other as old friends in the cultural congresses we had in our
leading cities at the end of last year,

For four days, the dancers from the east, in costumes the like of
which we have not seen before, entertained thousands of people in our
city. The fairy-faces of the butterfly chasers, the butterfly flutter of their
eyelids still linger in our memory. The illusion of a grandfather tottering
under the weight of the grand-daughter, created by Mme. Tai-ai-lien, was
a marvel to all those who witnessed it. We laughed heartily at the fight
in utter darkness, between the general and the warrior who was sent to
protect him. The tea leaf pickers recalled to us our own harvest scenes
and the songs sung by our rural folk, We can never forget the ripple-
rhythm of the lotus girls who glided on the stage with an airy lightness.
The song of friendship between our nations, Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bbai
composed by Harindranath and sung in a magnificent chorus by the
chinese artists will ever ring in our ears ! ‘

This visit to our country by the Chinese Cultural delegation has a
much greater significance than a mere topic of conversation, like the
weather or Hollywood pictures. Many of us may not be aware of the fact
that, within a few years of our attaining freedom, we have been visited by
similar delegations from several foreign countries.

The only real curtain that isolated us from the rest of the world for
many years vanished in the year 1947, Till then our part of the world
had been divided into isolated markets or colonies by commercialism and
imperialism. The extent to which our culture had in the past, permeated
the life of the peoples of China, Indonesia, Cambodia and Burma, can now
be realised by any visitor to these countries. Two places, Angkor in
Cambodia, and Borobbudur in Indonesia deserve particular mention in
this connection. It is therefore not surprising, that with the advent of
their political freedom, the people of these countries meet in an atmosphere
of fraternal feeling. Such a meeting really marks the commencement of
a new era of resurgence in Asia. But we have yet to go a long way to
bring about a living unity between the various nations.

*It may be recalled that the Chinese premier Chou-en-Liai sent spotted
deer and gold fish as birthday presents to our Prime-minister, '
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That the exchange of art, music, and drama, will forge the strong-
est links between the peoples is indisputable. Unlike the field of science,
there are no secrets to be hidden by one country from another in the cultu-
ral realms of human activity. The spectre of security measures does not
hover over artists and art movements, Hence cultural exchange will lead
to the growth of love and understanding in the place of fear and distrust
caused by antisocial thinking and use of science inthe production of deadly
weapons. This contradiction between art and science, though both en-
rich human life, is a peculiar phenomenon of the present age. Though
we owe much to science and technology, the fear of war and of the annihi-
Jation of civilisation itself, rests mainly on the monstrous growth of science.

In such a context of a world facing disaster we have to place our
hopes in the forces of peace and unity. Unduobtedly there cannot be a
more vital uniting force than that of cultural exchange. It may sound
paradoxical that art which preserves and creates the widest variety, can
bring various peoples together on a plane of fraternal understanding.
Phrases like, “ unity in diversity ’, “ order in chaos”, * peace in perpetual
movement ' can be applied to the fine arts, Whatever be the nation or
nationality, and irrespective of whether people come from Turkistan or
Tibet, from Mongolia or Southern China, their folk art springs from their
very soul and creates an atmosphere of gaiety and peace. Still, even in
this matter, there is no place for complacency. We know only too well
how art can be commercialised and used to bring down the morale of
ordinary people.

Our Prime Minister has often spoken of assimilating what is good
in others and weeding out what is harmful and out of tune with the times.
In those respects China and India have much to learn from each other.
The Chinese call their art, a people’s art, The same cannot be said of
many prevalent forms-of art in all countries, if by people’s art, we mean
art of the people, by the people and for the people. Those who saw
Chinese presentations on the stage, must have been struck by the stress
laid on traditional forms and folk lore. China and India can both boast
of very ancient cultures. Some of the Chinese songs and their technique
of story telling can be traced back to the early days of Buddhism. Many
of us must have noticed scenes in the Chinese opera that are similar to
our Kathakali. Though the present day Artists in China direct most of
their energy to encouraging vital folk arts, they do not stop at reviving old
forms of music and operas, As their Chairman said, they boldly aim at
blending the highest artistic forms with new and progressive content.
Certain art forms are bound to get frozen and consequently forgotten if
they lose contact with life or do not grow with the times. Fine arts must
fulfil the function of raising the cultural level of the people as a whole
instead of remaining as the proud possession of an elite,
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It may not be out of place to point out here what the English poet
Stephen Spender said about literary styles, when he was in Madras last
year. He pleaded for the blending of the mandarin of the classic form
with the language of the people, the living voice of those around us. This
synthesis can be extended to other arts too, as is being done in China.
Themes like the dignity of labour, the evils of drink, happiness in work,
equality of men and women are interwoven by the Chinese into colourful
artistic presentations in music and drama. New China is also eager to
learn the art of other countries, They have schools for training children
in ballet, an art-form alien to them. Soon we may hope that South Indian
artistes will be invited to teach them Bharatha Natya and Veena,

‘ In our country the fine arts have suffered decay and un-healthy
changes, due to neglect and their unnatural alliance with the West, Our
folk art must be revived with greater zeal. The judgment of many of ‘our
art critics is conditioned by Western standards. This isin no waya
general criticism of the West. It would be meaningless to criticise the
West that has given us composers like Beethoven, sculptors like Michael
Angelo and Rodin, painters like Titian, Reynolds and Gainsborough and
play wrights like Shakespeare, Moliere and Ibsen. But in the present day
West what flourishes as culture in cinemas, in large hotels, nightclubs and
even in some theatres,and what is distributed throughout the world in the
hundreds of glossy covered journals deserve a surgical treatment. To cite
one example—the large influx of western pictures into our country has
resulted in the association of the sublime theme of love with unbridled
desire, crime, gangsterism and the display of wealth and power. That is
perhaps one of the reasons why our College Mock-Parliament voted for the
total abolition of cinemas. But we can hope that the restraining influence
of the east, combined to our own glorious tradition, will alter the situation
before long India and China are both peace-loving and hospitable
nations. We must emulate China’s industry and zeal to improve the life
of every man, woman and child. Particularly our youth.on whose vision
depends the quality of life in the future must spearhead this movement of
regeneration of Asia.

Kamalakannan, Asst. Professor -of Physics,
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Entrance to the Magnesite Mines Shaft used at Champion Reef (Kolar gold fields) to
descend to a depth of 10000 feet.

(Photos by R. Krishnamurthy, IV B.Se, Geolg.)

Iotus Mahal, Hampi. Prof. Dirac, prel Prize winner visited the
(Photo by P, N, Rao, 1V B.Se. Physics) Physics Dept. Dec. '54.
(Photo by K. Srinivasa Raghavan,
{1V (Hons.) Physics)



A Find During the Zoology Tour to Krusad
(K. R. $Sekhar),

The History and Politics group who visited N, India,

A view of the Tungabhadra Dam, Members of the Geography association with distinguished
Visited by the Geography Dept, delegates to the 42nd Indian Science Congress at Baroda.

(Photos by Shagul Hamid, 1V B.Sc. Geog.)



The Clock in Shakespears.

Shakespeare runs the whole round of the Clock :

The bell then beating one. (Hamlet)

Sure Luciana it is fwo o’ clock. (Comedy of ‘Errors)

The clock has stricken three. (Julius Caesar)

What is it O’clock. Upon the stroke of four., (Richard III)

At five o’ clock I shall receive the money. (Comedy of Errors)

“ Hour's the day ?”. On the sixth hour. (Tempest)

Let us see. I think it is some seven o' clock., (Taiipg ofthe |

shrew)

By the eighth hour is that'the altermost. (Julius Caesar)

It is nine o' clock. (Richard III)

Ten o' clock ? Within these three hours it will be time enough
to go heme, (All is well that ends well.)

Eleven o’ clock of the hour. (Merry wives of Windsor)

What hour now ? I think it lacks of twelve (Hamlet)

‘M. Revathy Sri Ram, IVth B.Sc. (Maths).

""Words, Words, Words."

When we descrlbe a class-room 1ecture—spec1ally the one between
}twe]ve and one—as ‘ simply boring " and a cinema show as ‘ simply thrill-
ing ' we mean one and the same thlng This may sound strange, but that
is the evidence of etymology. ‘Bore’ cognate with the Latin ‘ porare’
(cf. perforation) means to make a hole, and “thrill” means the same,
“Thrill’ is the same word as ‘drill’ (which isa borrowmg from Dutch) and it
retains its original sense at least in one word ‘nostril” which originally was
nos-thrill. i.e, nose-hole. What caused such a wide divergence of sense in
two words originally meaning the same is to be sought for not in etymo-
logy but i in semantics which deals with the psychology.of language. 1
guess that ‘ bore ' probably was associated with the head-while thrill was
the perforation of the heart.

Words are not divine coinagés: they are” not born with meanings
stamped on their foreheads. Words are what man makes them and mea-
nings, good or bad, change according to the whims and fancies of the men
who use them, It is'a common linguistic fact "that-words in due course

P8
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acquire connotations diametricadly opposite to the ones they originally had,
¢ Silly ' once meant ‘blessed ' and ‘nice’ meant ‘foolish’. The history
of these words is interesting in as much as they disclose the curious work-
ing of the human mind. The old English ‘ Saelig’ (from sael, a period of
time) meant ‘timely’, ‘fortunate’, as the provenc1a1 seely still does. From
‘fortunate’ it acquired the sense of ‘blessed’ and then “innocent’. The transi-
tion from ‘innocent’ to ‘simple’ and then to ‘silly’ was easy. Thecognate
German word ‘selig’ has not undergone this degradation; on the other
hand to a certain extent it has been exalted, for ¢ Seligmacher’ (sanctifier)
is one of the epithets of Christ in German. The other word had a some-
what similar development but in the opp051te direction. ‘Nice’ is ultlmately
from the Latin ‘ ne scire’ ‘ not knowmg and the old French * nice’ meant
‘foolish’, Tde next stage was ‘simple’ hence ‘ unadorned’ and therefore
‘ beautiful ’,

Some words owe their origin to the fertile imagination of the
people. Who will imagine for a moment that ‘muscle’ has anything to
do with a mouse, or that such a beautiful word as ‘cynosure’ means
‘dog’s tail’?! Yet that is the fact. We cannot but appreciate the
Roman imagination for calling the muscle a ‘ little mouse’. ‘Mus’ is the
Latin for mouse, and indeed it is the same word as its English counter-
part. (cf. O.E. mus)—‘cle’ is Latin diminute suffix which we also find in
words like partlcle little part, and corpuscle little body (corpus, body)

* Cynosure’, immortalized by Milton’s “ Cynosure of neighbouring eyes’
is the constellation which contains the north- star, and hence anything that
strongly attracts attention or admiration, With a1l its sublime position it
comes from two simple Greek words kynos oura’, dog’s tail. Tail
reminds me of the word cowardice. It has as bad an origin as the
quality itself : it comes from Canda, the Latin for tail. Why this
should have meant cowardice is not clear, but the NED suggests that the
reference might be to the fact that frightened animals put their tail
between their legs. Courage, noble as it is, comes from an equally noble
word, L. Cor, heart, ‘Cor’ has given us some more interesting words.
‘Record’ is to bring something back to the heart, hence to register. Accord
and concord mean heart to heart, therefore agreement and peace.*

Knowing how useful and helpful the right hand is to us, we would
not be surprised to find that °dexterity’ means nothmg more than right
handedness.** (L. dextra, right hand). Conversely ‘ Sinister’ comes from
the Latin for ‘left’. Shakespeare uses both the words in their original
sense :

* The Sanskrlt cognate of Cor, Sraddha means ‘ Confidence’ faith.

** This is true in many languages. The Sanskrit dakshina (cognate with dexter) not only means
South (i. e. the dlrectxon to the rxght of the man facing the rizing sun) but also ‘able’, skilful. The
Persian ‘rast’, besides meaning right means straight and righteous. The Arabic root for right YMN
primarily means fortune, happiness. The Yemen was called Arabia Felix by the Romans. Benjamin
is the Hebrew for son of the right hand, i.e, of good fortune.
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My mother’s blood

Runs on the dexter cheek, and this sinister
Bounds in my father’s.—Troilus IV :5:127.

Some of our pompous words have very humble origins. ‘ Sincere ’,
a word so full of warmth, simply means * without Wax " (sine cera)
probably applied to pure honey. ‘Canopy’, a word associated with
wealth and luxury has its origin in ‘ mosquito’, The Greek Konopeion
means a mosquito curtain and is derived from Kondps a mosquito.
“ School’ which now is a seat of learning and education, has no pretensions
to high breeding, The Greek scholé ;means ‘leisure’, and it acquired
its present connotation from the habit of the Greeks who spent their leisure
in discussing and learning,

There are words in which whole histories are embodied * Assassin’,
despite its appearance, is not an English word. It comes to the English
language from the Arabs as a legacy of the crusades. Hashsha Shin
was a military and religious order in Syria, of the 11th century,
whose members became notorious for their secret murders in obedience
to the will of their chiefs. They committed these murders under
the influence of hashish, an intoxicating drink or drug, and hence
their name, The word ‘boycott’ commemorates to this day the unhappy
treatment which captain Boycott of country Mayo received at the hands of
his neighbours in December of 1880. Guillotine is not the name of the
machine itself, but was christened thus after the man who suggested its
adoption for the purpose of beheading—Joseph Ignace Guillotin.

Words have whole philosophies in them if only we care to look
into them. It was not without reason that Hamlet answered to Polonius’
query “ Words, words, words.”

Abduw’r Rahim, IV Hons. (English),

The Stody of Political Science

“ We are building a civilization, not a factory or a workshop ”,
remarked the report of the University Commission consisting of eminent
educationists like Dr. S. Radhakrishnan and Dr. A. L. Mudaliar. While
not discounting and depreciating the right and exuberant enthusiasm for
the study of physical sciences and technology it is contended here that an
underrating of the study of humanities will nullify the high ambition set
to the nation by those savants, scholars and statesmen. Those who have
unfortunately attempted to draw a distinction between the relative value
of different subjects among humanities seem to have fallen victims to the
baseless, agelong and traditional prejudices, Political science like many



60

other cognate branches of study which go by the name of humanities has
not failed to escape the severe diatribes of cynical tongues. It is not only
neglected but its true character is perverted too.

It is better to acquaint the reader at this juncture with a few choice
polemics that have been hurled at political science by persons whose
equipment to judge the subject on an ultimate analysis is either sheer
ignorance or rank prejudice. A celebrity calls this science as the “ Art of
fraud ’, another worthy describes politics as the “art by which politicians
obtain campaign contributions from the rich and votes from the poor on
the pretext of protecting one from the other . Another scholar with a
touch of romance viewed it ‘“barren like a virgin consecrated to God .
The plethora of criticisms or rather misrepresentations need not be
mentioned here because they run to volumes, Writers like Burke and
Leslie Stephen who witnessed the unmitigated horrors of the French
Revolution and the consequent turmoil on the continent were unfortunately
driven to the hasty conclusion that the study of Political Philosophy was
responsible for all those social and political upheavals ignoring the gross
misrule of the despotic kings. The writings of Rousseau, Voltaire, Diderot
and other encyclopaediasts opened men’s eyes to the atrocious mis-
deeds of autocracy and despotism, This naturally led to the bloody
revolution which convulsed France and the neighbouring countries. The
French Revolution, we now realise, isnot altogether an unmixed evil.
In view of these misconceptions it is necessary to know what this science
is and what is its importance to Republican Democratic India. Political
science in the words.of a distinguished French writer is “that part of social
science which treats of the foundations of State and the principles of
Government. It not only studies the origin and development of State
but also several organs or branches of Government and their interrelations,
Democracy is not infrequently, wittingly or unwittingly sabotaged by
Politicians ignorant of Political science which teaches this vital aspect.
We hear numerous instances of infractions of democracy committed
because of this basic misunderstading of government and the mutual
relations between its different parts.

_ Every individual is first and foremost a “Citizen” before he is a
doctor or an engineer or an architect ora clerk. A good citizen is one
who is aware of his rights, responsibilities and constitutional privileges. He
should also have a lively and intelligent understanding and appreciation
of the constitution under which he lives. Democracy, Political Parties,
Franchise, Federation, Constituencies, Writs, Sovereignty, and propor-
tional representation have become the common topics found in every modern
newspaper. Therefore a minimum knowledge of political science is as
indispensable to the citizen of a democratic state even as a knowledge of
traffic regulations is essential to cross the busiest road at peak hours, The
study of this science makes men assertive of their rights, selfconscious of
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their dignity as citizens, It makes him fearless, it teaches him to be
critical of the actions of the government when its policy is of dubious value,
Sorensen rightly observed that ‘“politics if interpreted correctly should be
everybody’s work because one should always strivé for the welfare of one’s
own country and also that of the other countries in the world”.

It is a matter of doubt how many of our educated classes (who of—
course are a hopelessly small fraction of the country’s population)
understand the full implications of the term Sovereign Democratic
Republic of India. Many of our science graduates are absolutely ignorant
of this new status even as Arts students are ignorant of fundamental topics
like Atomic weight in Chemistry or the .principle of Archemedes in
Physics. The efficiency of the municipal administration in U.S.A, is
partly attributed to the appointment of candidates who are trained in
Public Administration. Every science student too must be compelled to
attend a minimum number of classes in political science, since it has
become so very vital and important to the discharge of his duties as a
citizen. The legislators of several state assemblies and the central parlia-
ment also may be brought under the scheme which imparts to them the
necessary knowledge relevant to their duties as legislators, Such a
proposal seems to have gained momentum in Hyderabad. These changes
will help India to establish a true democracy devoid of all the evil aspects
said to be inherent in it.

The scholars of ancient India gave a respectable place to this science
and appear to have shared the dictum of Emerson who once said “Govern-
ment is the greatest science and service of mankind”. In this connection
it is well to remind the readers of the brilliant treatise of Kautilya
on State-Craft or the art of government. Our great epics are interspersed
with fruitful political ideas. Several ancient treasures of wisdom are lost
to the modern civilisation in the process of time. This intellectual efflor-
escence of ancient India suffered an irretievable damage when her political
destiny came under the control of foreign masters. Now that we are a free
nation we should give an equal importance to this subject with other
physical sciences in our sincere desire and effort to restore India to her
pristine glory, The UNESCO is trying to do something in this field of
study and has undertaken a project of enquiry into the teaching of social
sciences including political science. It has also brought out a publication—
“ Contemporary Political Science” explaining the scope and nature of
the study of political science in different countries. In India, in some of
the universities, Politicel science is included in courses of study not only in
graduate but also Post-graduate classes. The Patna, Nagpur, Lucknow
Travancore, Bombay, Allahabad, Calcutta, and Madras universities have
made appreciablc progress in the direction of popularising this course of
study. The popularity of a course depends on its conterits and consequent
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value. A good politics course of study must necessarily contain subjects
like International Law, Principle of Diplomacy besides Political theory,
Political Organisation and Pablic Adminstration including local Self-
government. [t should also be supplemented by the study of at least two
classical writers like Aristotle, Machiavelle, Mill or Kautilya, With a
proper syllabus and reasonable patronage there is no reason why a political
science course should not become as valuable as any other course of study.
The student of political science studying as he does Public administration,
local-self government, diplomacy etc., must certainly prove useful to
handle the internal and alsc the external services of our country, The
establishment of an Institute ¢f Public administration with the aid and
cooperation of the central government is a significant landmark in this
direction as also the endeavour of the Lucknow university to start a course
of study in diplomacy and international relations. The State governments
also have their bit to do in this direction since they will benefit by well-
informed, intelligent and honest men versed in the art of administration,

Political science can no longer be a neglected child. The present
and future universities and centres of learning should give a significant
place to this subject by not only starting it but also by revising and
reorganising the course of study in this * Kingly Science” as the Greek
philosopher Plato called it,

K. Kamalanathan, Asst, Professor of Politics.

I sit with an empty heart!

On the bold mountain-rocks and perilous peaks

Which are caressed by the gently-blowing breeze

That from the southern sky calmly flows

With the sweet fragrance of the flowers wild

That grow in large to be the burden of the wind

And where the whizzing vultures rest in flight

I sit with an empty heart, eyeing nothing

For my thoughts are on the way of the weeping winds !

On the shady bank of the broad live river,
Which flows fast, full with grace divine,

The rushing waves brisk as playful Kids

That whisper to me their joyous life

And their way from the falls overfields,

Until they mingle with the roaring main,

I sit with an empty heart doing nothing,

For my thoughts are on the way of the waters !

M. S. Anand, IV B.Sc. (Geology).



Cross Words

The salubrious breeze had kept me long in bed, fast asleep, till
probably about eight o’ clock in the morning. But, I was disturbed from
my sleep on hearing violent knocks at the door of my bed-room. I was
not willing to let my mischievous brother and sisters in, but opened the
door on their shouting to me in a loud voice that they had an important
‘noos’ to convey to me,

‘““ A car for father and a watch for me,” ““ No, a sari—the costliest
of its kind—for me and Lalith,” *““ A handful of chocolate will do, anna’-
So shouted my brother and sisters in ‘mixed voices echoing exhilaration
and expectancy. I was, for a moment, doubtful whether they were really
my brother and sisters, being unable to s«comprehend what they were
talking about. I rubbed my eyes; yes, they were not children of the
dream-world, nor was it a pantomime going on; it was all naked reality,

My hilarity knew no bounds when I heard that I had won the first
prize in Surya Crosswords, no, 69, and that my solution was all-correct.
But, then, I wanted to know if they were not playing me fool.

I searched and searched in vain for long for that piece of paper on
which. I had written my solution to the puzzle, bearing all the while the
cold look of my mother and the reproaches of my father on the ground
that I had misplaced an important ‘document’. I was not convinced
when my brother disclosed to me that he had taken a copy of my solution
with all the prescience that I would misplace mine, for, he said it with a
sardonic smile that only served to pour oil into the fire of my fury! And,
at last, I found to my own sense of shame that the paper had all along
been kept in my pocket (but, you know, in one’s hilarity at its acme, one is
after all apt to forget everything that is most essential, and I was no
exception to the rule).

With all the jubilation that my solution was an all correct one
I turned to my mother, brother and sisters, on whose faces was discernible,
a ray of expectancy. All of them plumped for either a pair of rings, or
a costly watch, or the costliest sarees, whose -cost, totalling up, so much
exceeded the anticipated prize-amount that I might be getting and I felt
a bit irritated that, in their selfishness, all of them had not even a
moment’s thought that I should also be left with something to satisfy the
age-long desires I had cherished! Before, however, I could fret and fume
my friends (most of them, mere opportunists) had gathered like honey-bees’
in the front ‘verandah’ of my house, having obviously an axe to grind, for
which a congratulation served as a cloak of concealment. After a chat
with me for a few minutes, they obtained my consent to give them a
‘treat’ that was estimated (obviously, under-estimated!) to cost me a
hundred rupees.

Unlike all these people who were so cocksure of my being the only
first-prize winner, 1 had my own anxieties and misgivings. A solid period
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of forty-eight hours was gone, and yet I received no telegram, which I
ought to have received in case I had been the only first prize-winner! 1
was extremely perturbed and spent sleepless nights for about a week.

My friends had again congregated in my house one day and were
crossing swords with one another on the issue (for, did it not concern the
crosswords ?) as to who should get the best part of the ‘treat’ on the
alleged ground that he was the most intimate of my friends. In utter
vexation, but in all the sincerity of keeping my word, 1 spent a substantial
sum of Rupees two hundred on them which pleased them all (but, even
here, you note, Mr, V. was a bit displeased because he could not get one
more ‘‘ Course ”’ of Badham shir when he had already consumed-—but, as
he would say, only-five tumblérs of the sced badham-shir !),

But; alas! What was Heaven’s recompense for all that I had done?
Therein lies the steamy and sad part of the story. For, I was one of the
twenty first-prize-winners to share a total sum of Rs, 10,000!! Whata
lion’s share of it had my friends appropriated! And more, what a fond
reverie of cars and watches, sarees and chocolates that had all vanished
into air, into thin air !!

A. S, Narayanan, B.A., P.G. II (Econ.)

The Eternal Element

Time is the greatest tyrant of us all,

With ruthless urgance goads us on the way—
Of Life—unmindful of the ones that lag,
And lagging fail to live the livelong day.

The strongest mortals bend beneath his stride,
The strangest wonders dot his varied path,
The monuments of man before him crumble,
He leaves our history as the aftermath.

He brings to end too soon our happy days,
Draws up the veil of night o'er happy hours,
Dulls the memory of the carefree years,
With the hazy hues of misty powers.

Yet he can be a kindly tyrant too,

Can draw us gentle from the depths of tears,

Can soothen pained and anguished, broken hearts,
With the slow, sweet balm of passing years.

And thus he marches keeping time to tears,
And joy, with rhythm and with rhyme,
Always helping, hurting, loving men,

The Invisible force—Eternal Time,

Rayma Varmha, V Hons. (Econs.)

————



Nutrition Survey of Middle Class Families in Madras City
(April —June 1954)
INTRODUCTION

It is of vital importance for any country to assess the nutritional
value of the food consumed by the different sections of its people in order
to ascertain the deficiencies, if any, in their diet. This problem has a
vital bearing on the health of the people and the standard of living of the
community in general. In an underfed country like India, it is essential
to have a clear picture not only of the quantity and quality of food that
people in various age, sex, occupational and economic groups in the various
parts of the country consume, but also to ascertain whether the quality or
quantity is changing for the better or for the worse. The starting point
towards raising levels of nutrition must be a knowledge of what people
eat, how far existing levels are satisfactory and what the basic causes of
deficiency in the diet are. This objective can be achieved only by
conducting systematic nutrition surveys of representative samples of the
population,

The modern science of nutrition has shown that diet has a far-
reaching influence on health and has tentatively established certain criteria
of adequate nutrition. The nutritional experts Aykroyd and Krishnan
were pioneers in the study of the diet of the south Indian. Based on a
study of the dietary habits of south India, they have worked out a normal
standard in terms of what is known as a sufficient and balanced diet.
Sufficiency is estimated in terms of the total Calorific content of the diet.
It is pointed out by nutritional experts that the quality and variety of food
counts as much as the quantity and that the diet should be so distributed
as to contain the necessary amounts of each of the essential elements
namely Protein, Calcium, Carbohydrate, Iron, Vitamins etc., That is it
should be a balanced one. oo

The object of the present study is to assess the Physiological ade-
quacy of food intake of middle class families in Madras City, to study how
the dietary pattern changes with increase in income and to compare them
with the standard requirements set up for south India. The present report
is based on a sample survey organised by the author under the auspices of
the Presidency College, Madras during April-June 1954.

The population of the city according to the 1951 census is 14.16
lakhs. A middle class family for the purpose of this study was defined as
a group of peoplc living under the same roof and taking food from a com-
mon kitchen whose total monthly income is within the range of Rs. 100—
Rs. 600, Approximately 12.2 percent of the people in the city belong to this
class. Assuming that the average strength of a family is about 6 members,

PO
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the number of middle class familiesin the city works out to be approxi-
mately 30,000, The number of families to be included in the enquiry was
fixedas 1 per cent of the total number. A total of 304 families from 9 wards
of the city were included in the survey. The families were classified into
five income groups and the quota of families to be selected from each in-
come group in each ward was fixed taking into consideration the relative
proportion of families belonging to the different income groups in each ward
selected.

Table I gives the details of the choice of the families in the different
wards classified under the five income groups.

TasLE L

Distribution of families classified under Income Groups & Corporation Ward.

Income in Rupees.

Wards. 100-200. 200-300. 300-400. 400-500. 500-600. Total
Mylapore e 21 12 7 4 6 50
Adyar e — 4 3 6 13 26
Royapettah . 28 9 7 2 1 47
Triplicane - 16 9 5 5 1 36
Vepery . 36 12 6 6 5 65
T. Nagar 1 5 3 4 2 15
Teynampet .. 16 5 4 1 2 28
Egmore e 14 3 4 2 . 2 25
Chintadripet. e 8 3 1 - - 12

TOTAL .— .. 140 62 40 30 32 304

To arrive at a correct picture of the consumption of food in families,
it is not sufficient tc have data relating to one meal nor for one day. The -
actual consumption varies from one meal to another meal. The investiga-
tors were therefore instructed to visit each family for ten consecutive days,
ascertain the actual quantities of food stuffs cooked for the consumption of
the members of the family and enter them on separate forms supplied for
the purpose, Details regarding the family income, occupation of the bread
winner and the number ot inmates of the family classified into different age
groups were also recorded. The number of servants and guests sharing
the common food with the family, during the period of the survey, were
ascertained and separately entered,

The field work was carried out by 40 students belonging to the
Statistics, Mathematics and Economics Departments of the Presidency
College, Madras.

The object of the analysis is to work out the quantitative and
chemical composition of the food consumed in terms of consumption units
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to study the deficiencies, if any, in the diet. , The average daily consump-
tion of the different articles of food per consumption unit, after making
adjustments for the guests and servants sharing the food, was calculated on
the basis of the International scale of family coefficients given in Table II.

TasLE IL
Adult-equivalents for different age groups.
Less than Age in years. Over
4 4&5. 6&7. 8&.9 10&11. 12&13. 14
Male .. 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 1
Female .. 03 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9

Using these, the data was analysed to bring out the following: (1)

The average consumption of different articles of food for different income
groups.

(2) The average consumption of different food factors (i.e., the
chemical composition of the food) for the income levels,

The results of the analysis on these lines are briefly exhibited in the
following tables and chart.

Table III gives the average consumption per adult per day in ounces
of the different ingredients of food in each of the five income groups.

Tasre IIT

Average consumption in ounces of the different articles of
food per day per consumption unit.

Income in Rupees.
100-200.  200-300. 300-400.  400-500. 500-600.

Rice ... 11.24 11.11 10.80 10.35 8.91
‘Wheat ... 091 0.97 1.01 1.19 2.35
Other cereals ... 011 0.09 0.08 0.11 0.09
Pulses . 2.06 2.40 2.34 - 2.11 2.39
Leafy Vegetables ... 092 0.74 0.74 0.76 0.94
Root Vegetables .. 104 1.24 1.85 1.36 2.02
Other Vegetables ... 3.06 3.09 3.27 3.39 4.29
Onions ... 0.56 0.54 0.56 0.53 0.63
Oils & Fats. .. 172 1.72 1.78 2.46 2.45
Milk & Milk Products ... 8.72 11.95 13.16 13.17 16.12
Fruits w141 1.61 2.28 2.86 4,14
Flesh Food & Eggs ... 0.85 0.90 1.06 1.34 2.29
Condiments ... 043 0.43 0.45 0.45 0.47
Salt ' .. 094 0.96 0.87 0.87 0.91
Sugar .. 190 2.00. 2.13 2.23 2.21

- Others o016 0.14 0.28 0.22 0.21
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While table 111 providgs information regarding the diet in terms of
the quantities consumed, table IV exhibits how the different food factors
protein, fat etc. enter into the diet of the families, The normal standard

requirements are also given side by side,
TasLE IV

Average consumption of different food factors per consumption
unit (tn International units)

Minimum Income in Rupees

standard 100-200. 200-300. 800-400. 400-500. 500-600.
Protein - 75-85 63 66 68 69 76
Fat 65-75 - 48 50 56 58 70
Carbohydrate ... 380-420 377 384 384 885 - 400
Calcium 1.0-1.5 0.71 0.80 0.88 0.96 1.29
Phosphorus 1.3-1.5 1.29 1.34 1.38 1.43 1.69
Iron e 20-50 28 30 32 33 40
Calorific value ... 2600-3000 2244 2301 2370 2395 2596
Vitamin A ... 3000-4000 2146 2489 2860 2952 3833
Vitamin B ... 9800-500 230 262 285 295 304
Vitaman C ...~ 150-200 84 92 98 104 135

A different picture of the diet may be had from Chart I. This
chart is the diagramatic representation of table IV. The bar diagrams
(sections 1 to 10) show the relative proportion in which each food factor
is being consumed by the different income groups. A comparison is made
possible with the standard minimum requirements shown side by side (the
black bar). The scale is chosen proportionately to bring out the
comparisons easily.

CONCLUSION

Before making inferences regarding the results of the analysis,
certain general observations may be made. South Indians are generally
having a mono-cereal diet, Rice is the only cereal normally consumed.
But recently, probably as an after effect of the rationing, a little of wheat
also forms part of the diet. In calculating the actual consumption of the
different foods, allowance has not been made for the possibility of destruc-
tion through methods of preparation. So the actual intake may be even
less than what is given here.

Table V gives the average adult-equivalents (A.E.) for the different
income groups.

TABLE V.
Average Adult—Equivalents.

Income in Rupees.

100-200. 200-300, 300-400. 400-500, 900-600.
A E. e 3.95 5.00 5.60 6.51 4,79
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The figures in the above table exhibit for a corressponding income
group, the average number of members equivalent to adult males which a
family will have to feed. It is instructive to note that the middle income
groups have a heavy burdeu compared to the other income groups.

The consumption of food by servants was separately estimated.
The average number of servants per day taking food from the family in
terms of adult males is given in table VI, .
TAaBLE VI
Number of Servants in terms of Adult Males.

2
Income in Rupees.

100-200. 200-300. 300-400. 400-500. 500-600.
A E. .. 020 0.37 0.63 0.60 1.13

It may be seen from the table that the number of servants given
food from the family shows a gradual increase with income. These
figures may also be taken as estimates of the number of full time servants
in families belonging to the corresponding income groups.

A detailed study of table III shows that whereas the consumption
of rice decreases as income increases, the consumption of wheat shows a
gradual increase with income. The consumption of pulses is almost
constant for all the income groups. The consumption of milk and milk
products is very low in lower income groups. As income increases there
is a corresponding increase in the intake of milk. Even in the higher in-
come groups it has not reached the commonly accepted standard of 20

ounces per adult per day. The consumption of fruits is very low for all
income groups,

Condiments and spices are not generally considered as important
items of food and they contribute very little in the shape of actual nutri- -
ents. But they form a not very insignificant item so far as the food of the
middle class families in Madras is concerned. Probably they imparta
taste to the rather poor diet and create appetite for food.

A comparison of figures given in Table IV with the minimum
requirements show that the diet in every income group is ill-balanced. The
diet is deficient in protein, calcium, Iron and the Vitamins, Unbalanced
diet may be largely due to the ignorance of the people regrarding the
importance of balanced diet to the human body. If it is found only in
lower income groups, we could have attributed it to the economic incapa-
bility of the familities to buy the necessary food stuffs, But families who
can afford to have balanced diet, failing to have itisa real cause for
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concern. Itis hoped that nutritional experts will suggest means and
measures for removing this state of affairs,

All the income groups show deficiency in the total calorific intake
as well. The protein consumption is very poor and is mainly of vegetable
origin, Proteins derived from animal foods are generally superior in
biological value to the vegetable proteins. There isa preponderence of
cereals and deficiencies of protective foods in the diet,

Thus the diet of the lower income groups is inadequate and
illbalanced. The higher income groups approach sufficiency when
reckoned in terms of calorific value. But their diet is seriously
illbalanced.

The results of the survey seem to indicate two things elearly. Firstly,
the economic condition of middle class families and hence their standard
of living needs to be raised to a great extent. The lower income groups
are virtually underfed. Their food is the simplest imaginable, Rice,
pulses and cheap vegetables form the principal food. The poor classes
live a very low standard of life. It is only by raising the economic condi-
tion, the productive strength and the standard of living, and thus keeping
them fit for work, that the country, can progress, The survey brings out
the fact that a good deal has yet to be done in that direction.

Secondly, a considerable amount of work has to be done in educat-
ing people on better dietary habits. It is usually assumed that financial
ability is the sole factor that determines the type of a diet. Itis known
from nutritional experts that by paying more attention to the proper choice
of a diet, much can be done in improving it. It is not wholly the quantity
of food consumed that matters, but also the quality and variety of the
different articles forming the diet. The survey brings out that the
information of the people regarding these is quite inadequate and unsatis-
factory. Even the well-to-do families are virtually ignorant of it, and if
at all they are aware of it, they are not putting it into practice,

With these two things achieved, we can expect the people to be
placed on a higher and healthier physiological level. .

The present survey has been confined to the middle class families in
Madras City. For a correct picture of the dietary habits of the city we
should have faller statistics relating to the condition of the people in the
other income groups also. The information touching the poor classes who
form the majority in the city is meagre. Further, we have not been able
to collect reliable statistics regarding the diet of the people corresponding
to different occupations. From the survey conducted, we could not also
reach a satisfactory conclusion as to whether the community classification
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has any appreciable influence on the food factors in the diet. A compte-
hensive survey on these lines has therefore to be undertaken, before the
observations in this report are complete.*

V. J. Chacko, M.Sc., Addl. Professor of Statistics.

In Memoriam: W. C. Douglas.

Chief Professor of English 1928 - 32,
Principal 1932 - 35,

(A Personal reminiscence)

It must be a very unusual experience for anybody—as it undoubted-
ly is a most unenviable one-—to write a letter to an old professor after a
silence of twenty years, full of affection and admiration, and to get the
letter back unopened, with a note in pencil: “ Deceased”, and the
postal stamp: Undelivered for Reason Stated: Return to sender.
That this should be the manner of our getting to know that Mr.
W. C. Douglas is no longer in the land of the living is characteristic
of the man. All his life he hated fuss—avoiding the limelight as whole-
heartedly as most other people rush into it., His successor in office
complained that at the time of his retirement, when it was proposed that
in accordance with an unbroken custom all his colleagues in the Indian
Educational Service should give him a farewell dinner, Douglas would not
have it. He slipped out of India without ostentation—leaving in the
minds and hearts of those who knew him best a sense of irreparable loss.
And now, twenty years after, he has slipped out of this earth, and we feel
that death has cheated us, because the words of affection and admiration
which were his due, and which would surely have gladdened him by their
unexpectedness, will now never reach him, :

The earliest occasion when I met Douglas was nearly forty years
ago, when I was a student in the Third or Fourth Standard of Kalyana-
sundaram High School, Tanjore. It was the time of the Annual Inspec-
tion, and the whole school was agog. We, children, had come dressed in
our best. The Inspector was a white man, and we did not of course
expect that he would actually visit the primary section of the school. But
with some luck we thought we might catch a glimpse of him.

. Imagine
our surprise when the great man, preceded by the- peon .carrying

a special
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¢ane-bottomed chair for him, dnd followed by the Head Master, actually
stepped into our class, He said a few words in English which we could
not understand, went up to the black board, wrote on it in Tamil Guwag
(“ mejai”), gave us a smile and went away. Our teacher explained to us
that the Inspector had said that he was sorry that he could not spend any
time with us, because we did not know any English and his knowledge of
Tamil was very poor: he could say Guemg and even venture to write it,
but that was all! Inspectors before and after him, as far as I know, hardly
ever bothered about any class below the First Form (corresponding to the
Sixth standard), even when they were Indian Inspectors. But Douglas was
Douglas, and here was an example.

Years after, in January 1928, he came to Presidency College as
Professor of English. Practically all his life in India he had spent as
Inspector of Schools, or District Educational Officer, or in a Training
College. He took his teaching seriously, as he took everything—a trifle
too seriously, we all thought, It was characteristic of the man that on the
first day he should apologise for what he did not have: “Iam afraid I
am not anything of the trained elocutionist that Mr. Papworth is. You
may find my lectures dull”, He taught us Drama and then Modern
Poetry, and because he took so much trouble with his notes, and always
read out of his MSS, our business, we thought, was to take down every-
thing. Most of us not bothering to come prepared with the texts, we just
took down whatever he read, leaving gaps to be filled up by collation
later on, and were more struck by his little idiosyncrasies, his winks, his
way of saying, when referring to the number of a line, “seven nothing
seven '’ instead of “seven hundred and seven ”’—than the actual value of
what he said, But when the terminal examinations came along, and,
having read the texts by then, we turned to his notes, it is hardly an
exaggeration tosay that we were completely bowled over. Here was
masterly criticism, a brilliant mind taking up all these great writers—Kyd,
Marlowe, Ben Jonson, Milton—and dissecting and disposing of them
without fear or favour, in language that was often brilliant and always
memorable. He seemed to have read all the worth-while critics on these
authors, and the surprising thing was that what he said about them was
his own and not to be found in any of those critics, Again and again we
wondered whether, if he just printed and published his notes, the world
would not be astonished to find in its midst, all unsuspected,a first-rate
critic,

Undergraduates have a way of hero-worshipping, and after all our
knowledge was limited. But I think I may say truthfully that while
Douglas may not have read every worth-while book on his subject—and
many of the epoch-making books of criticism have been written since
1930—we made no mistake regarding the quality of his mind. It was
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atute and independent, sharp as a razor’s edge, essentially rational, Most
of our lecturers dealing with authors were concerned to praise them, to
dwell on their admirable qualities—qualities which generally someone else
(Saintsbury, or Stopford Brooke, or Elton, or Raleigh) had found admira-
ble before them. De mortuis nil nisi bonum. But to Douglas these
authors were not dead : they were very much alive. And he gave one the
impression that he was going to size them up, tell them exactly where
they were wrong and ask them not to make fools of themselves. His
business was to judge. The words of praise, when they came, had as
consequence an added value

We never saw him except in the class room. The English
- Honours Association was started in 1929 with Douglas as the first

President, but he agreed to be President very unwillingly, and made it
quite clear that he had no time to attend to the meetings of the Associa-
tion, and that in any case it should be a forum for the boys and girls and
the more they depended on themselves the better. If there wasa tea-
party and someone approached him for a subscription, he would contribute
a fantastic sum of money—say Rs. 30/- (a tidy sum in those days!)—
and say that if the expenses of the party exceeded the amount collected,
he would make up the difference, “if you don’t mind ”! This was clean
contrary to all our ideas of a Scotchman.

He never stood on formality and was always the first to say “ Good
morning " or “ Good evening "— whether it was to a colleague or a
student. He was a democrat to his finger tips and had the Scotch
Calvinist’s respect for the individual (though I don’t think he was a Puri-

tan, at any rate inreligion), All his bearers, I believe, like most of his
students, worsbhipped him.

This note is becoming personal, but I shall make no apology for
that. "In a world which is becoming increasingly totalitarian and
dehumanized, personal relationships are perhaps the only things that
matter (and in saying this I have the support of E.M. Forster),

“ By this, and this only, we have existed
Which is not to be found in our obituaries
Or in memories draped by the beneficent spider ”

It is amazing, come to think of it, how a man who was so shy and
self-conscious, and whom hardly any of us would have presumed to call
on at his house (I never knew where his house was) should nevertheless
have left so strong an impress on all those who had the fortune to sit at
his feet and listen to his lectures, Here was the realization of our ideal of
a scholar and a gentleman., Here was one who seemed to live and move

P 10
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habitually with high objects, with enduring things. When his brother, a
District Magistrate at Midnapur, was shot dead by an Indian student who
had played football with him in his team, what distressed him was the
“ educational system " which so perverted one’s sense of human relation-
ships, or alternatively, was so powerless against such preversions. I shall
not make the mistake”, he wrote to me referring to the incident, “ of
judging a whole people by individual occurrences like these, but there
must be something wrong with our educational system”. He was
essentially a philosopher.

Those of us who have been his students should, at least when we
think of him, be incapable of a mean act. By precept and example he
taught us to think clearly, to live nobly, to act with courage and indepen-
dence. He‘hated muddle-headedness and had an undisguised contempt

for the shoddy and the plausible. He had a sense of values and passed
on that sense to us.

Whenever 1 think of him, I think also of the lines in Meredith's
poem, Phoebus with Admetus :

“He has been our fellow, the morning of our days ;
Us he chose for housemates and this way went;

God of whom music

And song and blood are pure,
The day is never darkened
That had thee here obscure”

P. S, Sundaram,
[Student ia the Dept. of English Language & Literature 1927-30]
Now Member, Public Service Commission, Orissa.




Saving Equals Investment? A
AN ECONOMIC PARODY

(W ith apologies to Lord John Maynard Keynes). -

Great men nod their heads and say,

“ Investment equals saving ”,

When one complains the words are false,
They say that one is raving,

You scrounge and stint to buy a book,
Which says, S equals I

Impressive? Yes! Exciting ?—No!
The thoughts are great and high,

The days pass by—much water flows,
Beneath the bridge of Time,

The more you work—Iless pay you get,
Ah, poverty sublime!

The wicked Mammon— powerful, strong,
Is in your mind all day,

You search your pockets—nothing find,
And then you're in the bay,

Then, of a sudden, wonder great,
You think—*“ S equals I,

“ Then all that I invested in—
Those books will get me by ".

So off you rush to see the books,
Ah! are they somewhat old ?
Worm-eaten, dusty, dog-eared, torn ?
They’re worth their weight in gold!

The wily keeper of the shops,

First peers—then weighs, your ‘ gold’,
And calmly, even kindly too,

“ A Rupee-eight all told!”

The pittance that you hold in hand,
Draws pictures in your mind,

Of brand-new notes that bought the book,
When Fate was more than kind.

The wisdom born of pain and grief,
Enlightens you most clearly,

That those who say S equals I,
Must pay for that quite dearly !

Rayma Varmha, V Hons, Econs,

P————



The Psychology of Ladies and the Philosophy of Gents

(With apologics to my girl friends).

“ The Active thinking people are of two kinds—
Those who wish to dominate their fellows and
Those whose Supreme desire is to understand them ”

John Drinkwater.

From the day when Adam and Eve are reported to have tasted the
‘ Forbidden Fruit’, there has been in existence this clash between the psy-
chology of the fairer Sex and the philosophy of the Stronger Sex. The
interesting part in this peculiar clash is the fact that these are inter-linked.
Although paradoxical, the truth of this statement is acknowledged by
many of the modern men who attribute the growth of philosophy in them
entirely to their ignorance of the psychology of their sweet-hearts, better-
halfs etc., and their consequent inability to satisfy them in the manner they
want. There is also argument from the otherside that the philosophy
enters the minds of the gents before they think of an understanding with
their ladies and that from a spiritual level they are unable to bend towards
the practical side of things to understand the psychology of the latter.
Whatever be the origin of either, the intensity of this strife has reached a
climax in the modern age where, as our daily experience has revealed to
us, the ladies have advanced as far as to even usurp the positions of the
gents in Offices, business-houses, (sports ?) etc., etc. This is indeed a
challenge to the age-long tradition of an united married life with husband
and children and may have very serious repercussions on the sweet adven-
tures of married life to which Adam and Eve created a precedent,

In the matter of expressing wants and desires the gentle sex is often
ingenious, but in the question of conceding them their opposite sex is
ingenious, And when according to the law of nature, the latter defeats the
former, there is disappointment and rage. If women persist, men insist,
The result is quite obvious, Ask Dickens, he would say “ Accidents occur

in the families not regulated by that pervading influence ” of women in
“ the lofty character of wife ”.

The nature and course of this strife differ from families to families.
The lower middle class, the middle class, the upper class, the super class,
all these classes of families have different ways of settling their disputes,
For example, in a lower middle class family, there is always the husband
and wife quarrel and the wife is often heard of shouting in the words of
Abraham Lincoln who used them on an entirely different occasion
for an entirely different class of people, “I hold that if Almighty
had ever made a set of men that should do all the eating and no
work, He should have made them with mouths only and no hands”,
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The lower middle class housewife often forgets that her hubby also does
work at Office without which there would be no work for her in the
kitchen,

The middle class dwell in heated debates, walk-outs (to mother’s
houses), warnings (from mother’s places) if the husband leans on any
property through his wife, ultimatums etc,, etc,, all to some extent increasing
the literacy talents of the individuals.

Before the marriage, the boy, true to the Wall-Street Journal
quotation “never recognises a dictator in advance. To the average fellow,

before the wedding she seems no more than a sweet girl”’, He agrees
fully with Mark Twain that “to get the full value of joy, you must have
some body to divide with”. And so unaware of ]. B. Priestly’s warning

that *“ marraige is a huge University with high fees and no degrees”, he
agrees to marry.

As for thegirl, one of her life’s ambitions is to have a husband,
handsome, pliable to her whims and fancies and to obey her commands to
the envy of the other girls of the locality. In addition to this ambition,
the middle class lady possesses an ardent love for beauty and its exhibition
on her person. She does not sometimes care to know whether it would
suit the purse of her bread-earner or not and also to know how it suited
“the (cash box of) neighbouring woman’s house-hold. She shouts with
Keats that ‘a thing of beauty is a joy for ever’ and ‘ Beauty is truth, and
truth beauty—that is all ye know on earth and ye need know’. The
husband has also quotations. He warns her through John Ruskin * that
the most beautiful things in this world are the most useless, peacocks and
lillies, for example "’ and quotes from ‘an almanac for the Moderns’ that
“ Beauty is excrescence, superabundance, random ehulliance, and sheer
delightful waste to be enjoyed in its own high light”. But she isnot to
be convinced. She cannot give up her “freakish fancies " and * voluptuous
tastes” for the mere economic reasons. This tendency drives her Gent to
assume the two maxims enunciated by Swift, “to keep his countenance
and never keep his words "’ which has of late gone to the level of the story
writers and film directors and occupied their pages, exhibited in the form
of humorous conversations.

Among the upper class, the strife does not come out to the public
notice as the domestic economy is sound in these families. The women
here also have a taste for waste, But when she spends hours in making
up her mind as to which of the two dresses she should wear before starting
to attend a ladies’ club session, the husband is not worried. He knows the
discretion advised by Lincoln that ‘ when you have got an elephant by the
hind-leg and he is trying to run away, it is best to let him run’,



78

As regards the super-class, the strife does not occur in their practical
domestic life. The discrimination between the sex is not quite in evidence
among them and one has one’s way. They dwell in imagination and also
quarrel in that plane outside their homes, I am in this connection reminded
of a Churchillian parliamentary wit reproduced in the Reader’s Digest
some time ago. A woman M.P,, it is ‘alleged ', got excited and exasperat-
ed at the end of a hot debate and addressing the British Prime Minister,
said ‘ If you were my husband, I will poison your tea’, The sagacious
Prime Minister accepted the challenge and said ‘If you were my wife,
Madame, I will drink it’. Evidently, the Hon'ble statesman did not mean
that he would have so acted if the event had really happened, but wanted
to convey that such disputes have only to be taken to be dealt with in the
divine plane of imagination and that they can have no place in the practi-
cal world of domestic affairs,

Analysing the foregoing, we may derive the following proposition :
Man is not a tyrant, nor is a woman a slave, but both are servants of a
higher ideal to which their individual inclinations are to be subordinated.
Sensual love is sublimated into self-forgetful devotion, Marriage for the
Hindu is a problem and not a datum. Marriage is not the end of the
struggle, it is but the beginning of a strenuous life where we attempt to
realise a larger ideal by subordinating our private interests, and inclinations.
Service of a common ideal can bind together the most unlike individuals.
Love demands its sacrifices. By restraint and endurance, we raise love to
the likeness of the divine.

Equality may be demanded as fascilitating this process, by remov-
ing the artificial advantages of wealth. It may be taken as a demand for
a fair start not as a demand that the prizes shall be distributed irrespect-
ively of individual worth. And whether the demand is rightly or wrongly
expressed, we must admit that the real force with which we have to reckon
is the demand for Justice and for equality as somehow implied by Justice.

Beauty is not entirely a personal affair, because the most subjective
things are an objective part of human nature which is universal, Things
lose their appeal when they cease to fill in a need buta beauty that
answers to a lasting desire is a joy for ever. Beauty is elusive and escapes
when we try clumsily to capture it though it may smile again when we are
deserving. Then we know that it must have hovered near, invisible
because we lacked the wit to win it back.

“ Whatever life may be, itis an experience; whatever experience
may be, it is a flow through time, a duration, a many coloured episode in
eternity . “ As long as men shall breathe and eyes shall see” so long
shall there endure the search for ultimate standards of life and life
together, which the mind, no less than the heart, can approve. But sit s



79

not unnatural that once the search for stapdards is embarked upon, it

should proceed farther than the inquiry into the bases of virtuous or reason-
able action or sound social policy.

In conclusion, I must confess that the once-most-passionate desire to
lead a quite domestic life is now extinct from the hearts of the modern
men., This reformation is purely due to their love for ‘adventure’ in life
without which, they are afraid that life would be reduced to the mere
mechanical turning of events and passing of time which they seem to
dislike. They have thus developed a philosophical attitude towards life,
They seem to think with Horace M. Kallen that “ we are born into a
world which was not made for us, but in which we are willy-nilly compell-
ed to grow”. They rarely agree with Hegel that * what is reason is real
and what is real is rational”. Progress in knowledge is progress in
rationality and rationality is, when completely comprehended by reason,
the very nature of reality. But they arrive that * ideals are not derived
from experience, nor from the mind, They only define themselves there,
in the history and the spirit of man”. “Wherever man has been confronted
with the perplexing problems of life, there he has also tried to understand
and has attempted to integrate his variegated experiences into a compre-
hensive world view which might enable him to meet with calmness the
vicissitudes of his troubled existence”, This is but to escape repenting
with Byron that “The thorns which I have reaped are of the treel
planted—They have torn me and I bleed—, I should have known what
fruit would spring from such a seed ”, and also to prove that “ Nature has
not only anticipated the coming of man, but has also contemplated the
exercise of human intelligence ”’. They make no complaints and tender
no apologies to their unhappy domestic lives. They unanimously agree
with Prospero in the Tempest that

“ we are such staff
As dreams are made of, and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep ”.

T. 8. Raghavan, V (Hons,) Sanskrit,



The Latus.

MORNING.

A lofty day, when I, as if in a dream,

Floating thro’ my fancy’s flowery cream,

Did gaze, lost in wonder and surprise,

The eternal Joy of the lake that doth rise,
With embalmed arms rippling the water’s face,
Peeping into the bursting sun’s fiery grace,

With an air of pride for the sun’s hardy look,

It was a lotus whichy to my mind, did book,

A vision of rapture that I can hardly express,
The memory of which often puts me in distress.

EVENING,

As the sinking sun touch’d the ocean’s pearl,
The trees, like giants watching a sleeping girl,
With mighty shades that do devour the light,
Humbled the lotus and its colours bright,
Thus came to confusion, once a lovely scene,
Despite the poet’s grief, it ever remains green,

K. Rajasekhara Udupa, 1V Hons. English

House of Cards

I was unceremoniously lugged out of bed by my good friend Prakash.

“ Look here, ” 1 spluttered, “ will you explain what you mean by
butting in on a fellow on a Sunday morning at this early hour ? ”’

’

“Early hour !” snorted Prakash. He pointed at the timepiece
which uncompromisingly showed “ nine o’clock.”

“ Will you sit down and allow me to wash my mouth with a cup of
coffee?” I asked resentfully.

“Wel), it's your own funeral. Every minute wasted is fata].”

The old catch-word about the value of time, which was dinned into
one’s ears on office-days, simply failed to work on a Sunday. Still, goaded
by FPrakash, I consented to slip on some apparel, and stepped into the
street, where an aged car—of 1925 vintage, I fancy—was snorting and
puffing; quivering all the time. The footboard looked as if it would not
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bear the weight of a fairy, and here and there in the upholstery the
cocoanut-fibre stuffing peeped out treacherously.

‘“ A recent purchase,” announced Prakash modestly. * Isn't she a
beauty ?”

I made several non-committal noises.

It was only after a great deal of goading that the boneshaker could
be induced to start, When it was chugging away, I prevailed upon
Prakash to be more communicative,

“ Do you want,” he began, “to leave that wretched two-room tene-
ment that you call a house ?”

I pricked up my ears,
“Well, thank God—thxt is, thank me! I've found a house for you!”

I immediately hugged Prakash in ursine fashion. He had the
presence of mind to jam the brakes.

“You fool!” he cried out, “ Now we shall never be able to start
her !”

In fact, it appeared that the vehicle was a crowning demonstration
of one of the Laws of Motion. Once in motion, nothing short of a brick
wall could stop it, and once at a standstill, it remained so.

* Just you get down and put your shoulder to the wheel,” Prakash
suggested,

‘“No, I'll stay at the wheel, ” I evaded.

“ Well, you see, the old girl has sort of grown accustomed to me—
she responds to nobody else at the wheel.”

So finally it was I who had to get down and push............And just
when the car appeared as intransigent as ever, it started with a jerk and
it was only with the utmost alacrity that I managed to get in.

“ Well, this house,” continued Prakash, “itis for sale, you know,
and if you are sensible enough, it will be yours, ”

“Doesn't it look a bit......er...... antiquated ?”’ 1 asked dubiously
as we drew up at the house.

“ Compared to the surrounding houses, yes, But ten years ago this
was considered to be a revolutionary model.” And he dragged me towards
the crowd clustered round the auctioneer.

12
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“ So, gentleman, it is going cheap at ten........
“ Ten and a half,” shouted Prakash.
“Eleven,” rejoined a voice.

“ Wait a bit,”" I protested, * I’ll do my own bidding.”

But Prakash just would not allow me to trouble myself. Idrewa
sigh of relief when he stopped at “ twenty-four,” at which the auctioneer
brought down his hammer, “ There you are, you lucky guy,” the latter
beamed at me, 1 tried my best to look overwhelmed with joy.

“ But here on earth am I to find Rs. 240007 ” I asked Prakash
despairingly.

“I have played my part,” he declared, and disappeared-—like the
fairy. in story-books who disappears after doing the good deed.

* * * * *

“Come and sweep the cobwebs,” said my wife, forcibly closing the
novel 1 was reading. It wasa few hours after our moving into our new
house. I got up to obey the mandate. But two days later the industrious

spiders had made good their losses and the shimmering festoons hung as
thick as ever, :

“Even a child would have inspected the house properly before
buying it,” snorted the missus contemptuously.

By and by we discovered that a fine layer of dust, apparently
emanating from the peeling plaster, was settling on every utensil and piece

of furniture. My wife took me round, pointing accusingly at every
dust-coated article. '

In the midst of this, I heard the honk of Prakash’s carand a
minute later Prakash stepped in.

“T've parked my car in your garage,”’ he announced in a way
which suggested that we ought to feel flattered. “ No' objection, I
hope ?” '

My wife glowered at me ina way that plainly indicated “ Tell
him, no !”
“Er......thut’s all right,” T gulped, looking at Prakash.,
* % * % #
Things came to a head when the monsoon set in.. Practically every

room sprang leaks, with the remarkable exception of the garage. Every
now and then I came to peer enviously at the car resting snugly there,
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The missus, of course, was in a towering fury. So, with the first spell of
good weather I crawled out to consult Prakash. ‘

“I'1l tell you what,’ he said meditatively, “1'll send you a
contractor who works wonders with brick and mortar. He can-set right in
a jiffy houses which are on the verge of collapse .- - "

The next day an anobtrusive-looking man with a pencil-stub
parked behind his ear knocked at my door. I presented him reverently to
the family with a “ Behold-here-comes-your-saviour "’ look,

I led him from one room to another, while he jotted hieroglyphic
notes in a note-book, cocking an eye up at the ceiling or tapping a door
dubiously. By the time we came to the bathroom I could bear the sus-
pense no longer.

“For God’s sake, man, ” I cried out, “ let me know the worst | ”

“ Well, the naked truth,” he began, rubbing his hands in embarrass-
ment, “is that the house is beyond repair. In fact, under Rule 52 (a) (1)
the Corporation requires that a ‘ building which causes or is likely to cause
danger to its occupants or others, shall be demolished........ " The
contractor went on ; “ But, for the sake of the scrap, I am willing to take
over the building for the generous sum of...” he stooped to whisper in
my ear.

I struck a bargain with him on the spot.
* # % *

So it was that we installed ourselves in our former quarters, Our
landlord gave us a royal welcome—we owed him a month’s rent.

A month later, I ran into Prakash and triumphantly announced how
I had got rid of my house. “The contractor assured me it was just so

much scrap,” 1 said reproachfully.

“Oh, I've palmed off my bone-shaker, too,” he said evasively,
“ But your house has now been made as good as new,”’

“What! And by whom?”
“ By the contractor himself!”

Pravin Kumar, B.Sc., Hons. (Old Student.)

———e.



Beauty ?

The captivating College girl
With her bewitching charms,
Her dark mascared eyelids, her gently curving arms,
And inventions of fashion,
Employing every contraption
Which will leave you in a whirl,
Trimmed waist or padded hip,.
Rouged cheeks or rubied lip,
Are all but snares yow see,
And when you've fallen to them,
She will say, “ Bow down to me”!

But if allure you'll ration,
Though not to satisfaction,
You are pretty safe, My boy,
For, neither doe-like eyes
Nor fawning sighs
Nor looks so very coy,
Will upset your cerebellum
From out its equilibrium.

Now if this fastidious female’s
Domineering demands,

Have driven you to teeth and nails,
Pay heed to my commands,
Should you wish to abide in safetiness

Sans dread of craftiness,
Harken then to my instruction
With minutest attention,

Lend not your ear to listen to the co-ed’s senseless chatter,

Use not your eye to gaze upon her looks, for they don’t matter,
Be you not washed from side to side,

Like reeds in a tempestuous tide

By whims and fancies,

Otherwise :

Your bold independence

T’'will give way to servility

T’wards women in plurality,

And—College Girls in predominance,

A. H. Shirazi, IV B, Sc. (Chem.,)



Prince

Oh no, not the charming one, who comes riding by and wakes the
sleeping princess with a kiss. Thisisa ‘dog of a prince’. But it is just
as possible that he has set a considerable number of canine hearts throb-
bing. In fact, heis a regular Don Juan, and though you might call this an
exaggeration quite forgivable in a proud owner—I think he is the most
dashing and handsome of all the dogs of the neighbourhood. And that is
saying something, considering that Prince’s deadly rival for the hand of
many a beauty is the poodle who lives three doors down our street, and
who is taken for beauty walks twice a day, every day by his master,
Twice a day, every day, of course, when Prinee is subjected to the indignity
of being locked up—the owner of the poodle having requested me to
confine prince to our grounds—in a duel over a current beauty, prince had
resorted to the not very gentlemanly trick of chewing off his opponent’s
ears. So every morning and evening, Prince sends his blood pressure up
and gnashes his teeth behind bars while the poodle trips disdainfully past ;
and | gnash my teeth too to keep Prince company in his sentiments. The
morose and melancholic fasting spells which Prince has, can be traced
directly to some new Delilah in the neighbourhood who, little upstart, would
prefer the dandy poodle to our rough and easy going Prince. During these
unpleasant intervals, Prince raises Cain over the slightest disturbance like
a yank at his tail, or a ping pong ball landing square on his nose. And
when my kid brother Ravi on his birthday gave Prince a kiss on his nose,
Prince being down in the dumps gave Ravi a nasty bite, It was then that
we seriously entertained the idea of sacking Prince. But in the meantime,
the Poodle saved the situation by having a bilious attack (so the vet said)
and Prince got on with his lady love and was right as rain.

Sometimes Prince’s taste is simply awful. When he went into one
of his blue spells over a mangy and lean little lady, I got quite exasperated
with him and told him severely that he must be having blood from the
lowest strata of society—though of course when the vet once remarked that
Prince’s pedigree defied research, I pretended I did not hear him the mean
old thing !

Whatever event takes place at home, the first thing we consider,
just as others do the weather—is Prince—disaster helped on by four legs,
If the boys want to get on with a game of hide-and-seek they first have to
lock up Prince, as he insists on joining the game and barking at the most
embarrassing moments. And if anyone starts running, they have first to
deal with Prince who snaps at the runner’s legs. So now having a game
and locking up Frince in the bath room go together.

But he is a wily one, is Prince—all temptations he has for a piece
of bread he turns up his nose at. And yelling “ rats ” and diving into the
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storeroomonly brings on a bored look. And Prince, who on the whole is.
an obedient little person, pretends to be stone deaf when anyone wants
him to get into a foom and submit to a lock-up. I learned this much to
my humiliation when after boasting to the boys that I could get Prince, to-
obey me, 1 spent a weary half hour, squatting before the unmoved Prince,
commanding, entreating, pleading with him to at least this once to oblige,
to the accompaniment of yells of derision from my brothers. All Prince
would do was.to avoid my eyes as much as to say ““ sorry old girl, but this
is beyond me.” 1 was furious with him. But now looking at his . warm
brown eyes I am not at all sure that I cannot forgive him,

M. N. Shetty (Mrs) III B, A, (Hons) English,’

An Urge to Dwell in the Past

An urge to dwell in the past and things foregone
Consumes my heart and makes my withered, pale hands
Stretch out towards the. distant strands

Where my childhood mushroomed, blossomed and’ shone ;
And where my heart believes it rests alone '
Amidst many a gay flower and bands

Of haunting songs, joyous moments and sands

‘Of time, puerile, pleasant, which hum and drone. .

But, my hands tremble and grope in the air

As when a man born blind stretches his arms

To hug his dead, phantom child who from farms

Of Elysium descends eager as a prop

To tend and kiss her sad sire, father fair ;

‘And then with sighs my heart sinks and hands drop.

U. Mohd. Igbal, III B.A. (Hons,) English.



i K. Anantha Vailaya, V (Hons.) Politics,

L. Sundara Rajan, [II B.Sc. and S, Kandappan, IV (Hons.) Winner of the first prize in the
Winners of the Namasivaya Muadaliar inter-collegiate Kannada
rolling cup for Tamil Oratory, Elocution competition.

In English

Standing—Left to Right : Lakshmivijayan, T. B, Krishnaswamy, R. Chidambaram, M. Gopinath,
R. Z. Kothawalla, Sri Ram, K. C, A. Narayanan, Raghavan,

Sitting—Ranift Kumar, (Secretary, Union). S. Sarasa, Nithila Thambu, R. Syamala, (Vice-President Union)
]. M, Shetty, (President Union), G. V. S. Ross.
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A page from a Geologist's Album

Photograph No. 1. A ‘RiVERSED FAULT’ IN SHALE
Compressional forces acting in the earth’s crust produce such faults.

LocALITY :(—BANJARI, SHAHABAD DisT. BIHAR.

Photograph No, 2. ‘FLOW-STRUCTURE’ IN BASALT

This structure is formed by the ﬂoiwngﬂ of liquid Basalt over the Jand
surface.

L OCALITY :—AURANGABAD.

Photograph No. 3, ‘PrisMATIC COLUMNAR JOINTS’ IN BASALT

These joints are produced by the uniform undisturbed cooling and
contraction of the homogeneous molten Basalt- after it is erupted to
the earth’s surface as a lava flow.

LocaLiT1Y :—ANDHERI, BOMBAY,

Photograph No. 4. A ‘ Dike’.

A Dike is a vertical wall-like sheet of igneous rock having roughly
parallel sides, and cutting across the bedding planes of other rocks.
It is formed by the intrusion of molten rock material into a vertical
fissure. ’

LLOCALITY :—MEENAMBAKKAM, MADRAS.

Asif Ashraf, 1V Hons. Geology.



Socio-Economic Survey of Locknagar
(A Slum in Madras)

This Socio-Economic Survey was sponsored by the President of
the Presidency College Social Service League in December 1954. The
Project investigation was taken up by the authors in the first week of
January 1955 and completed in the second week of February. Care was
taken to frame a comprehensive questionnaire, with a view to elicit infor-
mation relating to (1) family size (2) dependents (3) Employment pattern
(4) income pattern (5) volume of indebtedness (6) comsumption pattern
(7) literacy and (8) infantile mortality. The authors feel satisfied at the
unusual response on the part of the Locknagar inhabitants to furnish as
many details as were readily available. Questions were put to each head
of the family in camera. The answers were quick and frank, since the
residents were given the assurance that details relating to individual family
would not be disclosed. The authors gratefully acknowledge the enthu-
siastic cooperation offered by the members of Locknagar, though it
must be confessed that the authors had to meet the residents at the latter’s
convenience.

Situated on the Bank of the Buckingham Canal, near the lock (and
hence the name Locknager), the slum taken upfor survery is in proximity
to the University of Madras and the Government House, Madras. The
slum is about 35 years old. At present there are about 50 numbered thatched
mud huts accommodating 125 families, Nearly 100 families have come
and settled during the last twenty years. The majority of the residents
belong to Chingleput district. Easy access at low rents has been the main
contributory factor for the settlement of families during the last five years.
Many of the desirable social amentities are either non-existent cr highly
inadequate. There are only two street lights and two water taps. The
Presidency College Social Service League is running a dispensary, and a
night school for childrenand adults. Milk is distributed by the league
to children twice a week.

Part 11

1. Family size and dependants: The average size of the family
is 4.7. This is almost in keeping with the finding of the census Report of
India, The average number of children is 2,2, Taking into consideration
such of those families which have dependents, we find that the average
number of dependents in Locknagar is 2.04. What is very revealing is
that the average number of earning dependents is .67. Being a slum loca-
ted in a Metropolitan city, we noticed a pronounced anxiety onthe part of
a majority of the headsof the families to keep the dependents away. In
some cases however we found a remarkable readiness to accommodate
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their relatives or children of their relatives with a view to educate them,
By and large, Locknagar is no exception to the disintegration of the
undivided family that is so characterstic of predominantly urban areas, and
to a less significant extent of the rural areas as well.

2. Employment pattern: An overwhelming majority of the
heads of the families come under the description of unskilled labourers.
The following is the distribution of the heads of the families in accordance
to the nature of employment.

(a) 41 are gardeners.

(b) 9 are watchmen.

(c) 16 are peons in different institutions and. private agencies.
(d) 18 are coolies working on daily wages.

(e) 5 are rickshaw pullers,

() 19 come under the description of skilled workers,

(g) 1 is a fisherman.

(k) 10 are women heads of families most of whom are working
as servant maids,

(¢) 6 are unemployed.

Thus we find that 50 heads of the families who together constitute
the gardeners and watchmen group are employed either in the Madras
University or in the Government House, Mount Road, or in the Marina
Garden maintained by the Public Works Department, Government of
Madras, A majority of the peons are attached to some one or other
of the employers mentioned above, The most unhappy lot are the coolies,
the unemployed and the women heads of families. These have to struggle
hard to find the wherewithal for their daily subsistence. The lot of
Rickshaw pullers is slightly better, ofcourse next only to the relatively
better economic status of the skilled workers; on the whole it is not
possible for us to draw a bright picture of Locknagar. The situation is
bad enough and what is most striking is the grim determination of the
people of this slum to pull through thick and thin. The fatalist outlook
and tolerance so typical of rural India are by no means absent in
Locknagar.

3. Income pattern: Low level of income is a factor in the
vicious circle of poverty. The average income in Locknagar calculated on
a family basis is 46.76 rupees per mensem. This is utterly inadequate to
keep a family going for a month. It would not be far from truth if we
observe that the monthly income of a family can at best support the
members for a fortnight, The inevitable gap between income and consump-
tion expenditure, when covered, leads to a growing volume of indebtedness.
We found a number of instances wherein provisions including rice are

P12 ‘
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being purchased at exorbitan® prices, which cannot be escaped by many
when they go in for purchase on a credit basis.

4, Expenditure pattern: The distribution of expenditure can be
at best, broadly indicated for each family thus: Rice is anitem which
absorbs the largest percentage of income, In families where the consump-
tion of tiffins in hotels and petty taverns is nil or almost nil, the
consumiption of rice per month is still higher. The consumption of rice
varies from 2 measure in some families to 2 measures in yet some other
families per day., The consumption of sugar is high, in families with
relatively higher incomes, whereas a large majority of families buy
jaggery every month ranging *from 2 viss. to 6 viss. The consumption of
sugar or jaggery is to be explained in terms of the consumption of coffee.
Coffee-drinking is so widespread that most of the families feel immensely
satisfied, despite the use of coffee powder of inferior "quality. We came
across a few instances of coffee being drunk without milk. Milk
consumption per day varies from 1 ollock to 2 ollocks among the families.
Salt consumption.indeed is very high in families where sugar or jaggery
consumption is low, The consumption of kerosene per family varies
between 4 bottles per month to 6 bottles per month. The monthly
consumption of cereals in Locknagar varies from one measure to 6
measures per month, Workers who leave for work at 7 a.m, and return
late in the evening are accustomed to spending a sum ranging between
Rs. 8/- to Rs, 12/- per month on tiffins outside. On the whole a
significant percentage of income in about 100 families is devoted to
expenditure on tiffin,

5. Volume of indebtedness: What is true of the Indian farmer
is equally true of the unskilled and semi-skilled workers who are crowded
in the slums of big cities. Debts in some of the families in Locknagar are
inherited, increased -and finally passed on to succeeding generations.
While we come across a tew young and determined individuals who would
rather remain underfed than go in for loans, in majority of the cases
indebtedness is taken for granted. The balancing of the domestic budget
is such an arduous task, that many heads of the families often lose their
mental equanimity, get frustrated and dum-founded. Most families in
Locknagar, have to borrow for covering their monthly deficit. The net
consequence is for the volume of debt in most cases to increase steadily.
The size of debt becomes alarming owing to un-expected circumstances
such as marriage, death, housing construction and litigation. The average
size of indebtedness calculated on a family basis is 208.03 rupees; only a
small amount of the loans have been taken from co-operative societies which
charge a nominal rate of interest, A majority of the families have
borrowed from friends and private money lenders ‘at either 37% per cent
or 75% or 150 per cent per year. Interest'payment is an item which eats
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into the very vitals of the lives of people. High interest rates prevent the
repayment of the principal and in most cases the tendency has been either
for the volume of debt to remain stationary or to steadily increase.

6. Infantile mortality : Unhygienic conditions, lack of all kinds of
medical facilities, malnutrition and semi-starvation, are factors contribu-
ting to infantile mortality. The average infantile mortality on a family
basis is 1.24. In 29 families at present there are no children. In 96
families there are children varying from 2 to 6. Mortality rate is higher
in families in which at present at least 2 children are surviving. In brief
in 48 families there has been no instance of infantile mortality. In 35 cases
one is dead; in 19 cases two are dead. Inell cases three are dead; and
in 10 cases four are dead and in 2 cases, 5 children are dead. As regards
children alive, in 56 cases, the numberis 1 or 2, In 27 cases the number
alive is 3 to 4. In 13 cases the numberis 5 or 6. Throughout the enquiry
we have taken into consideration only those children who reside at Lock-
nagar excluding those who are away from their parents,

7. Literacy: There is a2 keen desire on the part of the heads of
the families to give the benefit of education to their children. Here again
finance is the greatest handicap. A majority of the children at Lock-
nagar above the age of sixattend the school conducted by the Corporation.
We found a number of families in which children have discontinued studies
either due to lack of finance or due to the necessity of keeping children at
homes so that they may be useful in rendering household duties. A few
families have not hesitated to borrow with a view to educate their children
Once the limit of borrowing is reached, the education of children also

ceases.

To sum up, Locknagar is a typical urban slum. Its people reveal
a high sense of cooperation. They exhibit on the whole, a strong desire
to improve their conditions of living, Throughout our inquiry the
various heads of the families expressed their willingness to participate in
any scheme intended to better their lot. We cannot help concluding that
the people of Locknagar, being keenly alive to the urban amenities
enjoyed by the upper classes, feel utter frustration which is heightened in
the absence of any entertainment or diversion within their means.

ParT II1

Having acquired a certain insight into the problems of Locknagar,
we make the following recommendations.

1.. All heads of the families unanimously feel the dire need to
improve certain basic amenities,
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(e¢) With a view to facilitate the supply of adequate drinking
water at least three more taps must be provided,

(b) The womenfolk of the nagar, pointed out the need for
bath rooms. We suggest that three bathrooms may be
constructed,

(¢) As the present two street lights are inadequate, it would
be better, if five more lights are put up on the side of the
buckingham canal.

(@) With a view to provide some diversion for children, it
would be highly welcome if the Corporation provides some
recreational facilities,

»

(e) Interest seems to spell the ruin of a large number of
families. A majority of the heads of the families expressed
the desire for starting a cooperative credit society which
can give them loans at low rates of interest. We however
feel that cooperation in Locknagar may be tried for
starting a cooperative stores that may to begin with, supply
essential things like say Rice, sugar and dhal. The
activities of the stores must be slowly expanded once its
financial position is stabilised. To start the stores, we
suggest that the following method may be adopted. All
the heads of the families must contribute towards a *‘ stores
fund ” on the basis of one rupee per family. On the basis
of 125 rupees per month, the nagar must accumulate
balances for an year. Witha fund of Rs. 1500/—the
nagar may- seek a loan from Corporation of atleast an
equal amount and thereafter start the cooperative stores,
We feel that cooperation so very necessary for the starting
of the stores would be readily forthcoming once the
initiative is taken by young and energetic members of the
nagar,

(f) Corporation can take up the proposal of constructing the
houses of the Loocknagar residents on a voluntary labour
basis.

[As this report embodies the fruits of a Joint venture, we would share
credit and criticisms alike. We take this opportunity to express our deep
sense of gratitude to Mrs. G, Parthasarathi, the President of the Social
Service League for sponsoring this project.]

R. Parthasarathy, B.A, (Hons) G, 8. Lingappiah, M Sc.
Asst. Professor of Economics, Department of Statistics,
Presidency College, Madras. University of Madras,



From the Presidencian’s Book-shelf — CADEES

The Indian land problem and Legislation._By -G, D. Patel, published by N. M.
Tripathi Ltd,, Law Publicationg, Princess St., Bombay.__(A Review).

This book is an attempt at a comprehensive survey of the land problem in
India with particular attention to interesting details. It has been recognised by
the author that the attempts at land reform in India have been sporadic and hap-
hazard with no common ground. To unify or bring together in the form of a
book, the author has been labouring to present with ease and clarity the various
questions at issue and his labours have not been in vain.

It is divided into two parts ; the first part dealing with Agrarian reforms in
Bombay (which was published by the author) examining thread-bare the different
types of tenures like the Paragana and Kulkarni Watans, Salsette Estates, Saran-
jams and Political Inams, Personal Inams, Anlkadia tenure, Matadari Estates and
Baroda Watans, Mulgiras Tenure, Salami tenure, Kauli and Katuban tenures,
Janjira and Bhor Khoti, village service Inams and Jagirs. The firstopart is termi-
nated with an assessment and working of the implementation of Lland Reforms in
B(%mba;y as to the financial results, administrative effects emanating from such a
reform,

The second part is devoted to the discussion of the reforms in Part A, B, C,
states. This part begins with an exhaustive and critical survey of the origin and
progress of “ Bhoodan Yagna ’’ started by Acharya Vinobha Bhave. The other
chapters deal with the many attempts of the States regarding prevention of sub-
division and fragmentation by consclidation of holdings; the tenancy reforms
introduced in States ; the position in many States after the abolition of Jagirs and
Zamindaris with its financial implication. The Book in its last chapter reviews
the entire labyrinth of legislation in the direction of achieving social justice and
improved Agricultural production and critically examines the achievements of
various (Governments in this direction. He also points out a number of deficien-
cies and draw-backs and concludes with the part to be played by the Planning
Commission and the Central Liand Reforms Organisation.

The book in short is a useful and informative text to economists, agricultu-
ral interests and jurists. The author has taken particular care to go to the original
sources and pick the material for his work. The author deserves all encourage-
ment for his unstinted and diligent work in the preparation of such an exhaustive
account of the land problem in India.

G. Sethuram, M.A.,
Assistant Professor of Econs.

Measurement of Productivity in Indian Industry.—By Df. Balakrishna, Profes.
sor of Economics, University of Madras.—(A Review)

The output of literature on industrial productivity has been quite conside-
rable in advanced countries during the last decade. The growing interest in the
measurement of physical productivity over a period of time is to be explained in
terms of “ a relative decline in the competitive efficiency of some of the countries’’
since the close of the second world war. Further, rigidities in national price
structures arising out of high labour costs, induced the captains of industry to pro-
mote related programmes of investigations into productivity, primarily with a view
to increase “ physical productivity per unit of real cost’. Studies of national
industrial productivity apart, attempts have also been made in U.S.A. and the
Continent at international comparisons of productivity in different economies,
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Dr. Balakrishna’s book ¢ Measurement of productivity in Indian industry ”
is 4 pioneering study in the context of under-developed economies. As he himself
aptly puts it,  International competitive efficiency, cannot be a consideration,
beyond & point, for an underdeveloped country. The acquisition of an export
market by such a country would depend on a lower comparative cost based essen-
tially on a plethora of natural and human resources. But the rate of productivity,
internally, both between, two points of time, say the pre-war and post-war, and
between two areas of industrialisation is of considerable importance for it 7. “ A
discovery of a difference in productivity between two areas would help in enunci-
ating a policy for the future pattern of industrial distribution”. Hence this
significant addition to Indian Fconomic literature.

The book is divided into two parts. Part I is composed of four chapters—
productivity and its measurements comparison of overall productivity, Regional
comparisons of productivity, inter-industrial comparison of productivity and
variations ineindividual industries. Part II deals with individual industries
with particular attention to some revealing features.

Any detailed review of this book is not possible within a page or two. -
Nevertheless some of the important conclusions arrived at by the learned author
can be outlined. (1) The concept of productivity is of considerable importance
as an index of economic welfare. “ Productivity measurement is an lmportant
tool of economic and social analysis’’. “It can serve as the basis of business
decisions and state policy””. (2) The crux of the problem is to arrive at a proper
method of measurement. Dr. Balakrishna has skilfully employed all the four
methods of labour productivity suggested by the International Labour Organisa-
tion to the industrial sector of the Indian economy. (8) * There does not seem
to be much correlation between shifts in economic activity and productivity in the
Indian industrial structure. Capital and entrepreneurial ability in India seem to
be influenced in their choice of industries more by other factors than productivity.
Perhaps profitability has been a more potent factor in generating shifts in
industry than productivity and the two are not always synonymous.” (4) The
most revealing conclusion, however is that ‘‘contrary to expectation there
has been a greater growth among industries whose productivity has deteriorated
in the current period’ (page 76). Productivity is also related to the concentra-
tion of industries.

~_ Dr. Balakrishna has opened a new field for young researchers. His book
u%dIlcaé.ltges the possibilities of path breaking studies in statistical economic history
of India.

B. Parthasarathy,
Assistant Professor of Econs.



From Our Secretaries.

THE COLLEGE UNION.

The inaugural address of the College Union was delivered by Sri C. Raja-
gopalachari. Mr. T. Balakrishnan Nayar, Principal, welcomed Mr. Rajagopal-
achari and the meeting was presided over by Mr. K. Jathindra Mohan Shetty,
President of the College Union, on 13th August 1954.

Students from the University of California paid a visit to the College. They
were entertained to tea at the Annapurna Sub-Cafeteria. There was exchange
of views on various matters and the students expressed their pleasure at being
able to see one of the greatest Colleges in Madras Presidency.

On 15th August 1954, Independence Day was celebrated at 7.30 a.m. in the
morning. Mr. T. Balakrishnan Nayar hoisted the National Flag and the students
and Professors who had gathered at the football grounds for the occasion sang the
National Anthem. °

One of the major events of the year, the “ Graduates’ Reception ”’ was held
on the spacious football grounds on 20th August 1954. The function commenced
with tea at 4.30 p.m. and there was also a variety entertainment.

On the 30th of August, Presidency College, represented by Miss Grace
Adiappa, Mr. Gopinath Menon and Mr. Sinha, came first in the Quiz Programme
sponsored by the United States Information Service.

On 7th September 1954 some Yogoslavian students paid a visit to the
College. They were taken round the College and then entertained to tea.

The United Nations Day was celebrated on 28th October 1954. A meeting
was held at 415 p.m. in the Big English Lecture Hall to celebrate the United
Nations Day. Mr. Best from the British Council spoke on the significance of the
United Nations Day. Mr. Chitti Babu also spoke on the occasion. Mr. Shetty was
the President of the meeting.

On 10th November 1954 was the Prime-Minister’s National Relief Fund
collection day. A sum of Rs. 136/- was collected on the occasion.

On 17th November 1954 a meeting was held in the Big English Lecture
Hall where Mr. K. Jathindra Mohan Shetty, who had just returned from a tour of
Russia and the Continent in his capacity as a Member of the delegation of
students and Professors gave his impressions of Russia. Mr. T. Balakrishnan
Nayar, Principal, presided.

The first session of the Presidency College Mock Parliament was held at
3.15 p.m. in the Big English Lecture Hall on 20th December 1954 with Mr. K.
Jathindra Mohan Shetty as the Speaker, Miss Shanta Iyer as Secretary of the
House, Miss R. Shyamala as the Leader of the Cabinet Party, Mr. G Manohar
Rao as Leader of the Opposition and Dr. U. Krishna Rao as the observer. The
function concluded with a few remarks by Dr. Krishna Rao on the proceedings
of the evening.

January 7Tth, 1955 was our Students’ Aid Fund Collection Day. The amount
collected, we are ashamed to state, does not deserve mention.

On 18th January 1955 there was a meeting at 4.45 p.m. when Mr. V. K.
Krishna Menon addressed the members of the College Union. Mr. K. Jathindra
Mohan Shetty presided.

On 20th January 1955, Mrs, Leelavathi Munshi, President of the Women’s
Food Council, visited the Annapurna Sub-Cafeteria at the Presidency College and
addressed the students and members of the staff. Mr. T. Balakrishnan Nayar
welcomed Mrs. Munshi. She was later taken round the College.
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The College Day was celebrated with tea at 5.30 p.m. on 5th Febraury 1955
at the football grounds, and sports at the Marina grounds. Mr. N. D. Sundara-
vadivelu, Director of Public Instruction, presided and Mrs. Sundaravadivelu gave
away the prizes.

On 10th February 1955, our team consisting of Miss Grace Adiappa, Mr.
Gopinath Menon and Mr. Sinha won the finais at the Quiz conducted by the
United States Information Service. The Union takes this opportunity to congra-
tulate the winners.

On 18th February 1955, elections were held for the posts of the office-bear-
ers of the College Union for 1955-1956. Mr. M. Shaffiullah Khan, Mr. M. Mathan
and Miss Grace Adiappa were elected President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Lady-Secretary respectively.

Besides these activities we have had several debates under the auspices of the
College Union. The Freshers’ Debate, the Fifty-Fifty Debate, the Debate held to
choose the leader of the opposition of the Mock Parliament are a few which
deserve mention.

The report will not, however, be complete if we do not mention the number
of prizes Presidency College has won in the Debating Field.

On 15th August, Miss 8. Sarasa won the second-prize at an oratorical
contest in English held at the Hindu High School under the auspices of the Auro-
bindo Study Circle.

Again during the second-term, Miss Grace Adiappa was chosen to represent
Madras University at a Debate in which some students from Oxford University
took part.

On the November, Miss Nithila Thambu and Mr. K. C. A. Narayanan
won the Pachaiyappa’s College Principal’s Rolling Cup. Miss Thambu also won
an individual prize.

On the 18th November, Miss S. Sarasa won the second-prize at a debate held
under the auspices of the Pachaiyappa’s College History Association. ‘

On the 24th January 1955, Miss Grace Adiappa won a Gold Medal and also
the Shield for Presidency College, at an inter-collegiate Debate in English held at
the Vivekananda College.

Presidency College has not failed to win laurels in the field of music either.
On 14th August, *Miss Zafira Karim won the first prize for non-carnatic music
at a Music Competition held at Madras Medical College Hostel.

I take this opportunity to thank all those who have helped us and co-opera-
ted with us to make the year a success. 1 close my repert with my best wishes
to the office-bearers for the coming year.

THE ENGLISH HONOURS ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday 13th July '54 the Inaugural address of the Association was
delivered by Mr. S. K. Chettur, 1.C.S. He gave an interesting and entertaining
speech on ‘ Literary Tastes’. Mrs. G. Parthasarathi presided on the occasion.

On Tuesday 27th July ’54, Mr. Abdu’r-Rahim of IV Hons. gave a talk on
‘ Alphabet’, where he graphically explained the origin and development of the
alphabetical system. Mr. T. K. Subrahmanyam was the student-chairman,

On Tuesday 24th August '54, Oliver Goldsmith’s play entitled ¢ She stoops
to Conquer ’ was read by a group of members.

Shanta Iyer.
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On Tuesday 19th October *54, Father L. ). Murphy of Loyola:College gavé
an instructive lecture on the English poet Gerard Manly Hopkins.

On Tuesday 21st December 54, a Farewell Party was given to Mr. A. E.
Subramanyam, M.A.L.T., by the members of the Association. He was transfer-
red on promotion to Government Arts College, Coimbatore. His departure was
deeply felt and expressed by the students and the members of the staff of .the
English Department.

The members of the Association were the guests of a party given by the
English Honours Association, Madras Christian College, on T'hursday 10th.Febru-
ary ’55. In the debate held after tea the proposition ‘ Films based on great lite-
rary classics affect the beauty of the originals® was moved by the Presidency
College Students. Although the proposition was lost, the evening was enjoyable.

A very important activity in which our Association took a m%or part was
the unveiling of the portrait of Professor K. Swaminathan by Mr. D. S. Reddi,
Andhra Director of Public Instruction, on Saturday 12th February ’55. Mrs. G.
Parthasarathi presented the portrait which our Principal Mr. T. Balakrishnan
Nayar accepted. There was a large gathering on this happy occasion.

On Saturday 12th October *54, the members of the Association went on a
one-day picnic to Mahabalipuram.

The ¢ break-up social’ given in honour of the outgoing students of the
English Honours Department was held on Tuesday 15th February ’55. The acti-
vities for the year 195455 were terminated with a send-off to the senior students.

V. Ramaswams
P. Nithila Thambu.

THE ECONOMICS ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address was delivered by Sri. R. Venkataraman M.P. on 9th
August 1954, There was a debate by students on 30th August. Both related to
the Five Year Plan. Sri. S. Sonachalam, Dy. Director of City Survey spoke on
‘ Under developed’ economies on 18th Nov. On 25th Jan. 1955 Sr1 S. N.
Agarwal, General Secretary of the Indian National Congress, addressed the
students on °‘Socialist pattern of Society’. There was a lecture by Sri S. M.
Fossil on ‘unemployment’ on 31st Jan. and the valedictory address was delivered
by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Naidu, Chairman Forward Markets Commission, on
8th Feb.

As usual there were a number of excursions by the students. The students
of IV Hons. and IV B.A. went to Ennore on different days. There was an
excursion to Poondi by the students of V Hons. and P.G. II. Prof. R. Partha.
sarathy took a batch of students to Mysore during the Dasara and visited
Bangalore too. The association’s activities ended with a break-up social.

V. Ramalinga Reddy

M. Subramanyan.

THE HISTORY AND POLITICS ASSOCIATION,

The inaugural address was delivered bX Mr. Justice A. 8. P. Ayyer on 3rd
Aug. 1954, Principal T. B. Nayar presided. condolence resolution was passed

P13
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on the death of Prof. V. Venkataraman, a former professor of History and politics
in our College.

On 25th August 1954 Prof. Bigelow of the UNESCO spoke on * The
British relations in the 19th century.” Dr. K. K. Pillay presided. During the

September holidays a tour was conducted to places of historical importance in
North-India.

On 12th Nov. 1954 a farewell party was given to Dr. K. K. Pillay on his
appointment as Professor of Indian History and Archaeology in the Madras
University. Sri T. B. Nayar presided.

A batch of IV Hons. politics students went on an excursion to Mahabali-
puram in the course of the second term.

On 19th Nov. 1954 a debate on * Communism and Democracy can co-exist
peacefully” was held. Mr. Venkataraman presided and Prof. Sharif was the
observer.

On 24th Jan. 1955 Prof. Chandran Devanesan of the Madras Christian
College, spoke on ““ co-existence and the U.N.O.”. Prof. S. V. Chittibabu presided.

B. C. Basavana Gowd.
THE ISLAMIC HISTORY AND CULTURE ASSOCIATIQN.

During the year under report, eight meetings were held. The inaugural
address was delivered by Mr. A. M. Allapichai, Deputy Chairman of the Legisla-
tive Council.

The other important persons who spoke at our other functions were Dr.
Yousuf Hussain Khan of the Oosmania University, Hyderabad, Mr. James Joyce
of the United States Information Service, Senator A. M. A.-Azeez, C.C.8., -Prinei-
pal, Zahiria College, Colombo, Mrs. G. Parthasarathi, the Chief Professor of the
English Department of our College, Professor Meenakshi Sundaram, Mr. Abdul
Wahab, M. A., B.Th. and Mr. Abdul Ghafoor, Professor of Tamil, Jamal Moham-
med College, Tiruchy.

One of the highlights of the Association’s activities this year, was the func-
tion got up in honour of the Prophet’s Birthday which was presided over by
Moulvi Haji M. Nazir Hussain Sahib, Sheriff of Madras. Several distinguished
speakers including the old and present students of this course like Mr. Abdul
Wahab, M.A., B.Th., Mr. Habibullah Basha, B.A. (Hons.) and Mr. A. K. A. Abdus
Samad spoke. A dinner was also arranged on the occasion.

Another interesting item of the year was a debate in which several students
from various groups participated.

The valedictory address was delivered by Senator A. M. A, Azeez, formerly
of the Civil Service of Ceylon, who is now the Principal of Zahiria College,
Colombo. The year was one of record activity and we take this opportunity of
thanking all those ladies and gentlemen who had kindly responded to our invita-
tions to address the members of the Association.

We also wish to thank our beloved Principal very sincerely for the interest
he evinced in our activities and for having presided, on more than one occasion,
over its deliberations.
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In the field of sports we are happy to make mention of Mr. Mahdi Hussain
Khan, a student of third Honours of our course, who was one of the University
Hockey XTI for the Inter-University meets. He also stood first in the 100 and 200
metres race in the College sports. Yet another of our students, Mr. Shafiullah
Khan, is the Cptain of the College Boxing team and a member of the cricket XI.
Mr. I. Arunachalam, our student, who won the 1500 metres race on the College
Day, is also one of the members of the College Football XI,

Tkram Mahmood.
THE MATHEMATICS ASSOCIATION,

At the beginning of this academic year, a farewell party was given to the
retiring Professor of Mathematics, Sri. V. R. Srinivasaraghavan, M.A.L.T.

The inaugural address was delivered on 6th August 1954 by Dr. A. Narasing
Rao, Professor of Mathematics, Madras Institute of Technology. Sri T. Bala-
krishnan Nayar, Principal, presided. Dr. Rao spoke on ‘ Punched Card Machines’.
The address was followed by a film show on Punched Card Machines.

The second meeting took place on 4th October 1954, Dr. V. S. Nair,
M.A.,Ph.D. (Liondon), Professor of Statistics, Travancore University, spoke on
‘ theory of approximations’. Dr.P. V. A, Rahman was in the chair.

Master R. Govindarajan (aged 14), a prodigy in Mathematics, demonstrated
his talents on 2nd November 1954.

On 19th November 1954, Dr. Venkataraman, Senior Lecturer in Mathe -
matics, University of Madras, gave a lecture on the ‘ Axiomatic method in Mathe-
matics ’. Dr. P. V. A. Rahiman presided.

The valedictory address was delivered on 16th February 1955 by Rev.
Fr. Racine, D.Sc., Professor of Mathematics, the Lioyola College, Madras. He
spoke on ¢ Modern-Mathematics.’

The annual break-up social was held on 19th February 1955.
G. Padmanabha Bhat.
THE PHYSICS ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the association was delivered on 18—8—54 by
Dr. Ing Walter Repenthin of M.I.T., who supervised the design, development and
manufacture of the first ¢ Primary Glider ’ built in India. Dr. S. Gopalakrishna-
murthy presided.

The 18th Physics Exhibition was inaugurated on the 9th of October by
Hon. Mr. C. Subramaniam. A press preview was held on the 7th. Open for only
four days, the exhibition attracted more than 10,000 people. It won the acclaim
of both the press and the public and many appreciative reviews were published in
weeklies and dailies. One of the ‘radio-control” exhibits was coverpaged in
Swantantra. It was decided to create out of the proceeds of the exhibition, a fund
in the name of late Dr. H. P. Waran, once Professor of Physics in this college,
It was also decided to unveil a portrait of Dr. Waran.

On 8—12—54, Mr. T. N. Seshadri delivered a lecture on ¢ Artificial Rain ",
.Mr. A. G. Narasimhan presided.
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On 17—12—54, Dr. P.AM. Dirac, F.R.8., Nobel Laureate, visited the
department. He saw our laborafories and later discussed scientific problems of
current interest with us. Mr. T. Balakrishnan Nair, Principal was with us to
welcome the guest.

A very enjoyable excursion was arranged to Fort Gingee on 18—12—54, by
the members of the association.

The valedietory address of the association was delivered by Dr. G. N. Rama-
changran, University Professor of Physics. Dr. 8. Gopalakrishnamurthy
presided. .

The following papers were read during the course of the year :

(). On 26-8-'54, by Mr. U. Madwanath on the * Upper Atmosphere .
Mr. A. Ramamurthy presided.

(ii). CGn 19-11-’54, by Mr. Vijendra Rao on the * Stellar Universe”’. Dr.
S. Gopalakrishnamurthy presided.

(iii). On 19-1-'55, by Mr. E. S. Narayanamurthy on ‘“Photoelectric Cells”.
Mr. K. Sampath presided.

(iv). On 27-1-'55, by Mr. 8. Somasundaram on “ The Interior of the
Earth.” Mr, D. K. Kamalakannan presided.

(v). On 14-2-55, by Mr. Thyagaraja Rao on ¢ Internal Cumbustion
Engines”’. Mr. M. 8. Ramamurthy, presided.

(vi). On 15-2-55, by Mr. A. Narasimhan on * Artificial Transmutation of
Elements.”” Mr, K. S. Krishnamurthy presided.

(vii). On 17-2-'55, by Mr. S. Krishnan on ““ The problem of the Spinning
Top.” Mr. K. H. Ramaswamy presided.
R. Chidambaram.

N. Selvakumar.
THE CHEMICAIL SOCIETY.

The Inaungural address of the Society was delivered by Dr. Lourdu
M. Yeddanapalli, S. J., Ph.n. (Princeton), ».sc., (Liouvain) M.A., F.R.1.C., at 4-30
p.m. on Monday, 9th August, 1954. Dr. Yeddanapalli spoke on ‘ plastics industry
in India . Dr. T. R. Govindachari presided.

On 1st November, 1954, at 4-30 p.m. Sri 8. Sundararajan of IV Hons. read
a paper on ““ chemistry in paper making ”. Sri U. Ramadas Rao presided.

On 8th November, 1954, at 4-30 p.m. Sri Mohandas Rao of IV B.sc. read
a paper on atomic and hydrogen bombs. Sri C. V. Ramadas presided.

T. S. Raman.
THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

The inaugural address of the society was delivered by Dr, Ananthanarayana
Iyer, Director of Anatomy on 23rd July 1954. He spoke on the physical and
mental differences that distinguished man from other animals.

During the month of July and August the IVth B.Sc., IVth Hons. ,and final
Honours students went on educational tours to Pamban, Krusadi Islands and
Rameswaram. Sri H. Enoch, SriT. S. Gopalakrishnan, and Kumari S. Qomen
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accompanied the IVth B.Sc., students while Sri P..K. Menon and Srimathi P. A.
Bhanumathi went with the Honours students.

On 28th August the students who went on tour spoke on * Tour & Tour
collection.”” The president presided on that occasion.

On September 17th Mr. B, V. Ramanujulu, Asst. Superintendent, Madras
Zoological Gardens spoke on ““ Wild animals and stressed the necessity for game
sanctuaries to protect them .

On 20th September Sri Pampapathy Rao an old student of the department
i{idregsed the gathering. He gave an interesting account of his experience in
merica,

During the last week of October, final year students paid a visit to the
Malarial Exhibition at Teynampet which was very interesting to our zoological
minded students,

On January 138th, 1955, Prof. P. John Sundara Rao accompanied the IVth
B.Sec., students on an excursion to Ennore.

The III B.Sec. & ITI Hons. Students went to Mahabalipuram on January
16th ’55. Sri K. Arunachalam and Kumari S. Oomen accompanied the students,

The Final Honours students also went on an exceursion to Ennore, They
were accompanied by Sri K. Arunachalam.

The activities of the society came to a close with the valedictory address by
Sri V. John, Deputy Director of Fisheries on 14th February 1955.

D, N. Ramachandran.
E. Visalam.

THE GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION.

The election of the office bearers for the year was held on 7th October 1954.
Immediately after this a General Body Meeting was held on 27-10-54, to discuss
the by-laws of the Association. It was decided to appoint an exhibition commit.-
tee to explore the possibilities of organizing a geographical exhibition during the
Academic year 1955-"56 on a small scale to develop the geographical outlook of the
citizens of Madras City.

The Inaugural Address of the Association was held on 29th Oct., 1954. Sri
K. P. Kochukutta Menon, M.A,, Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology,
delivered the Address on ““ The Evolution of Man through geological time.” In
addition two other ordinary meetings were held during the year :

1. Rao Sahib N. Murugesha Mudaliar, Depty. Secretary to the Govt.
Agriculture Department, spoke on ‘‘ the Geographical factors influenc-
ing cereal culture in Madras State’’ on 10-11-'54,

2. Dr. K. H. Buschman, Ph.D. (Fresfurg, Germany) spoke on the ‘¢ Agri-
cultural Geography of Germany .

Professor B. M, Thirunaranan, former president of the association was
appointed as Principal, Govt. Arts College, Coimbatore and in his place Sri U.
Jammal Muhammed, M.Sc., from Coimbatore Arts College was appointed as
Professor of Geography. SriV.S. Anantha Padbhanhbhan, B.A., IL.T., Trea-
surer of the Association, who was on leave joined duty during the end of the First
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Term and consequently Miss. B. Vasantha Kumari B,A. (Hons.) had to disconti-
nue her post as Tutor. Dr. (Miss) A. R. Irawathy, B.A. (Hons.) Ph. D (London)
on return from Study leave from the United Kingdom was appointed as the
Professor and head of the Department of Geography on 20-1-1955.

Study tours for the members of the Association were arranged to Tiruthany,
Vellore and Baroda. The high light of the excursions was the one arranged to
Baroda under the combined auspices of the University Geography Department and
our Association to attend the Forty Second Indian Science Congress held at the
Baroda University. Our members attended all the sessions as student delegates.

The Annual Social of the Association was held on 23rd Feb. We are happy
that one of our members, M. V. Rajendran, III B A. Class got the College Cham.-
pionship during the College Sports held on 5th Feb. 1955.

The Association has awarded prizes to the following students for the best
practical work done in their respective classes.

V. B.Sc. Hons.—K. Venkataraman
IV. B.Sec. —R. Sivasankaran
IV. BA. —P. Rajagopalan
Special Prize —M. V. Rajendran.
G. Krishnamurthy

THE PSYCHOLOGY ASSOCIATION.

The first general body meeting of the association was held on 28th
July 1954, for the election of the President and Office bearers for the year 1954-

1955.

The General body met on 13-9-’54 and decided to conduct the 2nd Psycho-
logy Exhibition during the Deepavali Holidays.

During the Michaelmas holidays in September 1954 the members of the
association engaged themselves in the preliminary preparations for the exhibition,

The Inaugural Address of the association was delivered by Professor P.
Sankaranarayana Iyer of the Vivekananda College on the 12th October 1954.

Shri Sri Prakasa, Governor of Madras was to have declared open. the
“ Second Psychology Exhibition ** on 23rd October 1954, But as Shri Sri Prakasa
was indisposed he could not fulfil this engagement. However we had the honour
of receiving his good wishes on the occasion.

The Hon’ble Minister Sri M. Bhaktavatsalam declared the Second Psycho-
logy Exhibition open on the 23rd October "54 at 10-30 A.M. Sri M. Bhaktavat-
galam went round the exhibition and evinced keen interest in all the exhibits.

The exhibition was visited by Sri Subramaniam, Minister for Education
Government of Madras. The Hon’ble Minister spent more than an hour at thé
exhibition which he characterised as interesting and instructive. Among the other
distinguished visitors who saw the exhibition were Mr. C. 8. Ramachandran, Sec-
retary, Education Department, Government of Madras, Sri 8. Parthasarathy
Iyengar, Commissioner of Police, Madras, Sri T.S. Ramachandran, I.G. of Prisons,
8ri Santhanakrishna Naidu, Principal, Teachers College, Sri Kuruvilla Jacob,
Headmaster, Christian College High School, and Dr. Ayappan, Superintendent,
Government Museum,



103

The exhibition was a grand success.

A Debate was held on 10th Feb. ’55. It was presided over by Md.
Sattar Meah, Lecturer in Psycyology, The New College, Madras.

On 16th February 1955 Professor U. R. Ehrenfels, Professor of Anthro-
pology, University of Madras addressed the members of the Association and spoke
on ¢ Co-operation between Anthropology and Psychology ".

On 18th February 1955 the Valedictory Address of the Association was
delivered by Dr. G. D. Boaz, M.A., D.Phil(Oxon) Professor of Psychology,
University of Madras.

The social break up of the associotion came off with a pleasant party on the
evening of 26th February 1955.

M. P. Hemadr: Vasu.

THE SANSKRIT ASSOCIATION.

The Inaugural address of the Assn. was delivered by Dr. Raghu Vira, M.A.,
Ph. D., D. Litt.-et-Phil., Director, International Academy of Indian Culture,
Nagpur. Mr. T. Balakrishnan Nayar, M.A., (Liond.) Principal, presided.

On 15-10-54, Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A.,, Ph.D., Head of the Department of
Sanskrit, University of Madras, spoke on “The Bhavabhuti —the Dramatist’’. Mr.
K. Raghavan, M.A. LL.T., Professor of Sanskrit, presided. On 8—11—54, Dr. K.
Kunjunni Raja, M.A.,, Ph.D., of the University of Madras, spoke on ‘the
Indian theories of Meaning”. Mzr. K. Raghavan, M.A.,I..T., Professor of Sanskrit,
presided. We were fortunate to have in our midst Dr. W. Norman Brown,
Professor of Sanskrit, Pennsylvania University, on 15-11-54, Mz. T. Balakrishnan
Nayar, M.A., (Liond.) Principal, presided.

On 25-11-54, Mr. T. K. Venkateswaran, M:A., Head of the Dept. of Sans.-
krit, Govt. Arts College, Madras, spoke on “The Indian Theatre-past and present’.
Mr. K. Raghavan, M.A., L.T., Professor of Sanskrit, presided.

On 13-12-54 Prof. V. A. Ramaswami Sastri, M.A., of the Deccan college of
Post-graduate and Research Institute, Poona, spoke on “‘Abhinavagupta and his
contribution to Dhvani’’. Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the Dept. of
Sanskrit, University of Madras, presided.

The Valedictory Address of the Association was delivered by Dr. T. M. P.
Mahadevan, M.A., Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy, University of Madras, on
9-2-55. Mr. K. Raghavan, M.A,, L.T., Professor of Sanskrit, presided.

The Students, Past and Present, gave a farewell party to Mr. K. Raghavan,
l(\){[.A., L.T., Professor of Sanskrit, on the eve of his appointment as Administrative
ficer, N.C.C.

Our thanks are due to Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A.,, Ph.D., Head of Dept. of
Sanskrit, University of Madras for his kind help in arranging for us some meetings,
and the Old students for their kind donations.

T. S. Raghavan.
ER. Rangachari.

THE HINDI ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the Association was delivered by Sri Y. Janardan
of Vivekananda College, Mylapore, Madras, on the 26th of August 1954. He



104

explained his views on the relationship between Hindi and Urdu laying emphasis
upon the importance of Hindustani. Janab Bokhari Saheb presided.

A farewell party was held on the 12th of January 1955 in honour of Miss.
Rukmini Devi whom we had the good fortune of having as Assistant Profes-
sor for a period of one and half year. On this occasion Janab Bokhari Saheb, Sri
K. Raghvan, Janab Hyder Ali Khan, Sri G. Venkataramana and Sri Shivdas
Damani spoke. We also gave a hearty welcome to our new Assistant Professor
Sri N. V. Rajgopalan.

The members of the association took part in many oratorical competitions.
Besides this many students from other departments, due to their interest in Hindi.
became members of our association.

M. Amritlal Shah.
Rama Dev.

THE URDY ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the association was delivered on 6th August 1954,
by Justice Basheer Ahmed Sayeed Saheb.

There were seven ordinary meetings, during which important Subjects
regarding Urdu literature and language were discussed. One of these meetings
was addressed by Dr. Yusuf Hussain Khan, Professor of History, Usmania Uni-
versity. He spoke on the “ Progressive writers and poets .

We sent our representatives to the Inter-Collegiate Urdu debate conducted
by the University of Madras on 15th Oct. 1954 at ¢ Islamia College ’ Vaniyambadi.
We are glad to report that our representative S. Asrar, IVth (Hons.) came second
in the competition. :

Mahmud Sait.

THE ANDHRA BHASHABHIVARDHINI.

The association was inaugurated by Sri Subba Rao M. L., Professor, Liaw
College, Madras. :

The members of the association participated in the Inter-@ollegiate compe-
titions conducted by the outside cultural associations ; and they annexed the fol-
lowing cups and prizes for the College :

1. Tenneti Viswanatham Cup for Elocution.
Individual Best Speaker’s Prize.
Law College—Elocution Contest—Second Prize.
Versification Contest—First Prize and Second Prizes.
Short Story—1st and 2nd Prizes.
Essay writing—I1st and 2nd Prizes.

7. Individual Second Prize in Elocution—TLaw College.

P. Satyanarayana, a student of our Second P.G. Class was selected as g

representative speaker on the occasion of the Birthday celebrations of Sri Sarada.
mani Devi, organised by the Ramakrishna Math, Mylapore.

o

oo @

Potana Kavi Jayanti was celebrated on 3—2—'55. 8ri Puttaparti Narayana-
charyulu of the Etymology Department, Travancore University, was the speaker
and Sri M. Somasekhara Sarma of the Telugu Bhasha Samiti, was the President
on the occasion.
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Members of the association led by P, Satyanarayana participated in the Quiz
Programme conducted by the All India Radio, Madras.

THE KANNADA ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address was delivered by Dr. U. Krishna Rao, Ex-minister of
Industries, Govt. of Madras. Our principal Mr. T. Balakrishna Nair M.A. (Lond)
welcomed the speaker and Mr. M. R. Sastry, Professor of Kannada, presided.

On 20-1-55 Sri Lakshminarayana Alva spoke on ‘‘ Ramaswameddali
Navate’’. Sri P. Subraya Bhat, Asst. professor of Eannada presided. On 25-1-55
Mr. K.L. Tygaraya Sastry, retired Sanskrit Professor of Presidency College, spoke
on ‘“Abijnna Sakuntala”. Prof. M. R. Sastry presided. On 38-2-55 Sri Katil
Ganapathi Sarma, M.A.,L.T., Asst. Lecturer in Hindi, Govt. Arts College, Madras,
spoke on ‘“‘Art, Literature and Life”’. Mr. B. S. Bhandary, V Hons. presided.

We congratulate Mr. Anantha Vailaya for having won the first érize in the
Inter-collegiate Kannada debate held at Mangalore.

H. K. Gundu Rao,

Siddamalliah.
TAMIL, HONOURS CLUB
PAPERS BREAD
Date Name of Essay Stu%%%t]ﬁv&é];;yread President
27— 8—54| ‘“ Kambanum Sri Pandurangan. | Prof. A. 8. Gnana-
Shakespearum. sambandam.
8—10—'54| “ Nan Virumbum Suvai/Kumari Navaranjitha| Sri Thangavelu.
Nagai.” Navamani.
14—10—'54| Settril Senthamarai- Srimathi V. Jaya- |Sri Perumal.
Mathavi. kumari.
21—10—54] “Kavithai.” Kumari Seetha Bai. | Sri Rajaraman
B.A. Honours,
29—10—'54| “Pandai Tamilar Miss Mary Sri R. Shanmugam,
Nagarigam”’ Manohara.
5~-11—'54| Penpar Pulavargal. Srimathi Prof. Palaniswamy
Danarathnam, Addl. Prof of
English,
12— 1—'54) “Kurunthogail Thozi” | Sri 8. A. Rajagopal. | Sri Thillai Gevindan.
4— 2—’55| “Bthuthogail Manram.”| Sri 8. Kandappan. | Sri l\Ba.fi\lurugan

P14
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SYMPOSIUMS
16— 8—'54| Agashiyar. Prof. T.P. Meenakshi-
sundaram.
13— 8—'54| Tamil as a medium Sri V.R. Mahalingham
of Instruction, ‘

Three numbers of the manuscript magazine, Tamil cholai, weie issued—
an Annual Number, a Deepavali Number, and a Pongal Number.

Tamil Araichi or Tamil Research, another manuscript imnagazine of research
articles wak started this year. :
S. Kandappa.

Maria Rajamani.
TAMIL PERAVAL

A TFarewell function to Prof. 8. Arumuga Mudaliar was organised.
C. R. Namasivaya Mudaliar oratorical competition was held and the rolling cup
was won by our college. Our students competed for the inter-collegiate and
inter-university debates in Tamil. Sri. Sundara Rajan of III B.Sc., won the
individual prizes in the competition held by the Madras Medical College and the
Christian gollege, Tambaram.

_ Barathi Oratorical competition was held by the Peravai and Sri.
Pandurangam and Sri. Balachandraganesan won the first and second Prizes
respectively. In the Stanley Medical College Musical = competition Miss
Seethalakshmi, Research Student of History, won the II Prize.

The Barathi Day was celebrated with Mr. Periasami Thooran in .the
chair. The Katta Bomman Day was celebrated with Mr. M. P. Sivagnana
Gramani in the chair. The Pongal Day was celebrated with Sri. Shanmugam,
Principal of Sir Theyagaraya college, in the chair. Messers. Prof. 8. Arumuga
Mudaliar and Sanjeevi of Madras University delivered the Pongal address.

Svvaprakasam.
Dorairay.
THE DRAMATIC CLUB.

The inaugural address was delivered by Sri. P. Sambanada Mudaliar. The
members then put on board ‘Sabapathi’ in Tamil and a play in English.

The Dramatic Club took part in the dramatic competitions of the
Engineering College, Pachaiyappas College, Stanley Medical College, Theagaraja
College and the College Students’ council.

A special prize was won by Kumari M. 8. Lakshmi of IV B.Sc., zoology
in the Engineering College, Competition.

The club won the Rolling cup of the Theagaraja College and the individual
prize cup for the best actor was won by Sri. T. B. Jayaraman of IV. B.A. The
script was prepared by one of our Tamil Students Sri. Dorai Raj of IV. B.A.



IN MEMORIAM

o]

Kumari Chithra Kamath,

Student of IV B.sc. (Botany)

died on 7—2—55.

I1./Sgt. C. G. Upendranath of H. Q. Coy
(Presidency) and student of IV B.sc.
(Physics) died on 27—9—54 in the Tragic
Railway disaster at Khazipet on his way
back from Hyderabad to attend college
after the September Holidays. He was
an energetic and popular N.C. O. and
student of the college.




THE SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE

[ 1 NOV 1956

Adult Education, Sports in Laocknagar.
(Photos by Vanitha), (Photo by P, Narayanan).
°
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Rolling cups have been presented by Sri. S. V. Ranga Rao, Sri. Anjali Devi
and Sri. Nageswara Rao for the best women team,.Men team and the best actor
respectively in the Annual Dramatic competition to be held by the club.

Donations have been promised for flash lights and scenes. The Drop curtain
was donated by actor Mr. Ramachandran.

.- Sri. Sivaji Ganesan and party gave a benefit performance on 19-2-'55 at the
Annamalai Manram, .
A. P. Thirunavukkarasu.
Hemalatha.

THE SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE.

The Eresidéncy College Social Service Lieggue was started in August 1952
under the guidance of Professor Mrs. G. Parthasarathi its present President. It
works in Liocknagar, an area near the College, behind the University Building.

The League aims at touching all aspects of the life of the people in this
area. There are about 500 families living in it. The League began with the
daily distribution of milk to all children below 12, and with evening classes for the
men. ILast year, the League constructed a Centre in Locknagar to house all its
activities. The centre cost about Rs. 2000/~ and the cost was partly met by
donations raised by the President. The students, both men and women, contri-
buted voluntary manual labour for about three weeks. The centre was formally
opened by Sri C. Subramaniam, Minister for Finance and Education with the

overnment of Madras, on February 24th 1954 and has enabled us to start a
spinning and weaving class for the women of Locknagar, and a day-school for the
younger children of Locknagar. The salaries of the two teachers of this school
have so far been met by the Corporation of Madras, but the League supplies the
children with books, slates and pencils. : '

This academic year has seen further progress in the activities of the League.
The number of children receiving milk has increased from 62 to 120, as children of
the neighbouring locality also come to the daily distribution * Class ”’. By the
efforts of our President, we have been able to get three bags of rice, so that the
children get ‘‘ payasam ” three times a week and milk on the other days. - The
women pupils of the spinning and weaving section have started to weave towels
which are being sold in the College at Re. 1-4-0 each ; so that very soon, they can
earn a regular though small amount every month. The day-school now has grown
nto two classes; because of increased numbers and the usual-prometions at the
end of last year. ‘

The adult school in the evenings is conducted by students of the College and
a few simple books in Tamil have been compiled to help with the work. ,

This year’s notable achievement was the opening of the dispensary. - It is
housed in a part of the centre and is well-equipped, thanks again to generous
donations obtained by our President who has also obtained the honorary services
of four doctors—one lady doctor and three men and of a trained pharmaceutis.
The Dispensary was formally opened by Sri A. B. Shetty, Minister for Health
with the Government of Madras on August and fulfils a vital need of the locality.
It relieves the pressure on hospitals and can give quick and personal attention to
its patients. At the request of the President of the Lieague, the City hospitals
have agreed to admit such cases as require hospital treatment, These ‘patients
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are encouraged to get themselves admitted into hospital and are ““introduced ” to

the latter by being given cards of identity from the Lieague Dispensary signed by
the respective doctors.

The Ieague sent two members, its lady Secretary and one of the men
students—to take part in the Sixth Annual Conference of Social Work held in
Coimbatore in November 1954. Forty-three members of the League attended

ﬂﬁe certificate course conducted by the Madras Students’ Social Service League
this year.

The League showed its sympathy with the humanitarian work undertaken
by sister organisations, by contributing a donation to the annual sale held in aid of
the school for the Deaf, and by sending 15 of its members as volunteers to sell
Red Cross Flags and collect money for that organisation on itsannual day.

At the request and under the guidance of the President of the League,
Sri R. P4rthasarathy, Assistant Professor in Fconomics, Department ‘of the
Presidency College has undertaken a survey of the conditions of life among the
people of ILocknagar, the results of which will be known at the end of this
academic year,
Kumari V. Rajam.
Sr: P. Narayanan.

GIRLS’ DIVISION—N.C.C. PRESIDENCY COLLEGE SUB-TROOP.

. The Girls’ Division N.C.C. has been active for some time in the north of
India, but it was adopted in our state only this year.

. Late in June 1954, Miss E. Williamson, Assistant Professor of Knglish
was interviewed by Wing-Commander Satyanarayana and Miss Das Gupta, and
selected for training as an officer of the N.C.C. In September she proceeded to
Delhi for a Pre-Commission Training of three months.

Response to this call of the Nation, was at first poor in the College, but
after Wing Commander Satyanarayana, our then Circle Commander, addressed the
girl-students, response was immediate and overwhelming. We have here to ex-
press our appreciation of the propaganda and earnest spade-work done by the NCC
Boys’ Division in our College, in all the important preliminaries necessary in the
formation of the N.C.C. sub-troop. '

By the end of the second term, our cadets had attended three parades in the
Queen Mary’s College grounds and learnt the rigours of standing to attention.

In the third term parades were conducted in Presidency College, at the end
of which, we are proud to say, our cadets have shed much of the rawness of
recruits, and this we attribute to their enthusiastic desire to be a perfect squad.

The Madras Girls’ Division N.C.C. was officially inangurated on the 7th
February 1955 at the N.C.C. Sports Rally. Their marching and sportsmanship
were commented upon, although the only item we won was Musical Chairs, the
winner being Cadet Krishnavani Jhelam. We were runners-up for Tug-of-War.

In our College Sports, Cadet Sundarasivarojini won the Slow Cycle Race.
Cdt. Vasanthi Pai won the 100 metres flat race, and 100 metres Skipping Race.
Cdt. Soundarasivarojini also won the Liadies Tennis Doubles with another student,



College Unit of the Women’s N,C.C.

No. I Section of the N.C.C., which won the championship for Drill and Monnting Guard:



‘H. Q.” Coy (Presidency College) 1 (M) B. N. N. C, C.
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Odt. Saraswathi Reddy, with another, won the Inter-Collegiate and Inter.Divisio.
nal Tennis Doubles Championship. She also répresented Madras at the National
Tennis Championships at Calcutta. Seven of our cadets were among-the College
team who won the Inter-Collegiate Throwball Championship.

Zafira Karim won the Inter-Collegiate Music Competition.
- _We number among our cadets, R. Shyamala the Vice-President of the Col-
lege Union, and Shanta Iyer the Lady Secretary of the College Union.

We are deeply indebted to the Principal for his unfailing sympathy, guid-
ance and kindness in all matters. :
2/Lt. K. Williamson,

‘H’ COY PRESIDENCY COLLEGE.

Our activities for the year under review began in the month of May 1954,
when the Officer Commanding and 15 cadets took part in the ‘Summer Cadre and
Social Service Camp’ under the aegis of the Second Circle, N.C.C., at Pennalurpet
(Trivellur Taluk) from 10th to 31st. We constructed a tank bund for the storage
of water which could cover an anacut of 100 Acres. It was the height of summer,
the temperature in the shade almost daily reading 120 degrees, but our boys stuck
to their guns and put up a splendid show.

The training year began for us on the 6th*of July when we held the first
parade for the year. This day was indeed a ‘Red Letter Day’ for us sincein
addition to the parade we celebrated Vanamahotsava after a Route March to
Napier Park and back o bring Saplings. Ex-Mayor, Sri Munuswami Pillai presi-
ded and the function was a grand success. 24 saplings were planted on that day
in the N.C.C. Quadrangle and we are proud to record today that all the saplings
are alive and growing strong and beautiful, thanks to the present of the guard-
drums provided free by the Corporation of Madras under the kind instructions of
His Worshiptul Mayor. A report of this appeared in the ‘Hindu’ dated 10th July
1954. - '

We are proud to record that Sri C. Rajagopalachari blessed, on 19th of July,
our Manual Labour activities in the College during the last training year. When
he visited the College union on 19th of July, the N.C.C.-maintained the necessary
Bundo.

On 3rd August we had the unique- honour of representing our Battalion in
the All India Radio, Madras, special programme covering the Social work activi-
ties of the National Cadet Corps.

On 18th August a contingent from this Company ‘took part in the Convoca-

tion parade at the Senate House to His Excellency Shri Sri Prakasa, followed by
making all the Bundo for maintenance of Law and Order on the Graduates’
Reception Day in the College on 20th August 1954.

In September, for the first time, we held our Company Cadre which proved
to be of immense benefit to the ‘“Certificate Examination-taking’’ Cadets. We
are glad to record that our CHM. Raghavan did a thorough job of it.

We record with sorrow the sad demise of our L/Sgt. C. G. Upendranath on
27th of September 1954 in the Secunderabad Railway disaster. We sent our
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family on the same day. We have lost in his
death one of our best comrade-in-arms;:
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On 23rd October, we presented an inspection parade to the Hon'ble
Minister Sri Bakthavatsalam in ®connection with his visit to and opening of
the Psychology Exhibition in the College.

In October at the behest of our Principal this Company did an intensive
spade work for the starting of the Girls’ Wing (N.C.C.) in this College for which
there was earlier little response. We are glad to record now that the Girls’ Wing
in this College is a reality with one Officer and 32 Cadets.

In November this Company went to Jain College to give a Drill demons-
tration in connection with the inauguration of an N.C.C. Unit there.

On 16th November, we had the Circle Commander’s annual inspection and
we presented him a Guard of Honour with a March Past.

In December we had our annual camp from 8th to 21st at Arkonam. In
the Battalion competitions, we retained the ‘Interior Kconomy and Adminis-
tration Shield’ and secured third place in Guard Mounting and Route March and
last place in Drill competition. Our boys had an intensive military training in
the camp. In addition to the usunal Company promotions, our Company secured
one Battalion appointment in the post of a Regimental Sergeant Major and also an
additional company N.C.O. in the rank of CQMS, thanks to our Commandant.
Our beloved Principal was kind enough to visit us during the annual Camp.

The feather in our Cap, on the eve of ringing out the old year, is our
arrangement of internal Bundo at Kalamandap and Annamalai Manram on the
27th and the 29th of December respectively in connection with the Chinese
Cultural Delegation’s visit and performances. Our sincere work drew much
appreciation from the Organisers. Our boys did an excellent job under the most
trying circumstances and lived up to the tradition of our Company and College.

A contingent from this Company took part in the Republic Day Parade at
Island Grounds. On 29th and 30th of January 1955, fifteen of our boys appeared
for ‘B’ Certificate Examination and we hope there will be cent per-cent success.

We held our Intra-Company Competitions on 4th of February.

On Saturday the 5th of February, our Sports and College Day, we presented
an inspection parade to the Director of Public Instruction, Sri N. D. Sundaravadi-
velu,and did all the usual Bundo for the day. Our work was much appreciated by
the Chief Guest and other VIPs. 'We are proud to state that our CPL. Rajendran
won the College Chanipionship for this year.

We are glad to state that our Cdt. Sundararajan was the recipient of a
number of first-prizes in almost all the Tamil Elocution Competitions. '

We are proud to state that our senior company Officer Capt. K. Raghavan
has been appointed as Administrative Officer for the 4th Madras Battalion, N.C.C.
Our respectful and best wishes for a glorious future go with him,

We are sorry to learn that at this juncture our beloved Commandant of the
Battalion will be leaving us for his parent-unit early in May. In his transfer we
lose an able administrator and a very popular Commanding Officer who is a fine
gsoldier and a great gentleman. If the I Madras Battalion has gained in stature,
as it did, it is entirely due to his untiring and zealous work for these three yearg,
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He carries with him our warmest and most respectful wishes for a more glorious
future in his Unit.

One of our ex-U/Os. Krishnamurthy is now a gentleman-Cadet in the
National Defence Academy.

Our activities for the year closed on the 19th of February with a grand
break-up-social.

. In Conclusion we can proudly say that there was NEVER A DULL
MOMENT in the life of this Company, thanks to the initiative and able guidance
of our beloved O.C. and the active interest of our beloved Prinicipal.

Navaneethakrishnan,
Copy. Sgt. Major.

THE 5TH MADRAS BATTERY N.C.C. ARTILLERY) PRESIDENCY
COLLEGE.

The above Battery entered its third year with the strength of 60 cadets dis-
tributed over 6 colleges—Presidency, Government Arts, Loyola, Pachaiyappa,
Vivekananda and Jain—with 10 cadets per College. At the beginning of this year,
there was only one Cadet from Presidency. The 9 vacancies were soon fllled up
with the best 9, out of many who rushed for reciuitment. The enthusiasm of the
cadets was enhanced by the extra-equipment which arrived early this year.

Last year all the 6 cadets from Presidency College who appeared for ‘B’
Certificate examination got through with flying colours. In fact the case of
¢ Gunners ’ was the singular instance of cent per cent success. This year also we
earnestly hope to keep up the same Presidencian standard. -

Early this year our cadets gave a demonstration of Artillery firing at Engi-
neering College, Guindy, to the A.C.C. and the Senior Division N.C.C. from Pun-
jab. On 23rd November, Wing Commander Satyanarayana, Commander of No. 2
Circle visited us. ‘ ‘

~ As the seniormost Arms, we led the March Past held in connection with the
N.C.C. Day. There was a demonstration of quick firing also which was
interesting.

The Battery proceeded to Devlali for our second annual camp on
6th December 1954. All the cadets of Presidency College attended it. It was
unique to see the Artillery Head Quarters, the school of Artillery and various
equipment therein. Special mention must be made of the mountain Gun, Anti-Air
Craft guns and radar arrangement, including the Doom trainers. This year we
had an actual troop deployment with all necessary accessories and firing of high

explosives and smoke. On the way back the party proceeded to Bombay for a few
days stay there.

Early thi¢ year our Sub. P. Joel was transferred to Ambala. It was not
the only transfer but only the beginning of a series. Towards the middle of the
year, our beloved Officer Commanding Capt. A. Amalraj was promoted as
Quarter Master to Artillery Centre, Devlali. He was succeeded by our present
C.0. Capt. A. K. Ghosh. We also got G. M. Nayagam as our Sub. a man with a
great tradition from the Army.

A word of thanks is due to C.0. Capt. A. K. Ghose, Capt. Murugaiyan,
Ls. ¢, K. Ramachandran, and Sub. Nayagam for their keen interest and kind



112

advice. We also express our heartfelt thanks to Capt. A. Amalraj and Sub. Joel
the many happy experiences with whom are still green in our memory.

Our College N.C.C. Officer, Lit. C. V. Ramadas also showed a deep interest
in our activities and gave us all possible help. Above all, we offer our humble
thanks to our beloved Principal for his kind interest and constant encouragement.

M, Purushothaman,
L/Cpl.
NO. 3 (MADRAS) AIR SQUADRON, N.C.C.

The Air Squadron of N.C.C. entered its fourth year with the strength of
sixty cadets drawn from various Colleges of the City.

A combined All India N.C.C. entered its fourth year with the strength of
sixty cadets drawn from various Celleges of the City.

A combined All India N.C.C. Air-Wing Camp was held in Avadi Ordinance
Depot, Madrss, in which our Squadron also participated and was well placed in
Sports event. On the final day ef the Camp, Air Commodore S. N. Goyal,
A.0.C., 0.B.E., took the salute and distributed the prizes to the winners.

Cpl. Cdt. Swethanarayanan is the only one from this College who successfully
completed the Flying Training and achieved the Senior Air Certificate ITI and also
the flying ‘A’ Licence. He1s also the only fortunate Presidencian Cadet under-
going for the 4th year Advanced Training in flying, which consists of Acrobatics
and Cross country flying.

We are proud to place on record that five of our cadets have been under-
going their training for General Duty-Pilot’s Course at Jodpur for the permanent
‘commission in the LA.F. and also a Sergeant Cadet from our Unit has been
gselected for the perimanent commission in the Medical Corp.

Our thanks are due to our Commanding Officer, Squadron ILeader
B. Manivelu and our N.C.C. Officer, F/O. M.S. Jothi, F/O. V. Devasundaram and
the staffs of N.C.C. Air-wing for their keen and abiding interest in us and their
able guidance was of great help to us.

Our thanks are also due to our beloved Principal, Mr. T. Balakrishnan
Nayar, for his interest in us and our College N.C.C. Officer, Lt. C. V. Ramadas,
who treated his own infantry unit and the Air-wing on a par.

SPL. CDT. K. C. Swethanarayandamn.

The Old Students’ Association.

President Dr. C. P. Ramaswamy Ayyar.

Vice-Presidents ... sori K. P. Lakshmana Rao.
Hon. Justice Mr. P. Govinda Menon.
Sri V. K. Tiruvenkatachari,

Committee- Members ... Mrs. G. Parthasarathj.

Kumari D. Devakunjari.
Sri K.'G. Rajan.

,, B. Parandhaman.

,, A. K. Balasubramanian.
» V.T. Arasu.

»» S. Ramiah Naik.

,,» D. H. Nambudripad.

,»y K. G. Veeraraghavan,
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Hony. Secretaries ... Sri K. Ramachandran.
,, P.R.Subramaniam,

Hony. Treasurer ... SriT. Balakrishnan Nayar.

Principal (Ex-Officio).

The activities of the Association during the year under review began with
the election of the Office-bearers for the year on the 17th April 1954, Sri. V. K.
Krishna Menon,, an old student of the College, was also present on the occasion.
The -enthusiastic interest evinced by the members present on the occasion was
evident from their discussion of ways and means by which the membership of the
Association could be increased. The Executive Committee met subsequently on
several occasions to devise a plan of action in regard to this matter and due to the
concerted efforts of the members of the Executive Committee the strength of the
Association was increased from 500 to about 650%s on 31-12-1954.

That the past and present students are still in touch with one snother was
demonstrated by the jovial ericket fixture that was played at the M.C.C. grounds
on 14-11-1954. They got a real ‘kick’ out of it, what with the animation that
pervaded the atmosphere on the occasion. Some of our old students, no matter
they were past in the meridian of their age, delighted the spectators on the
occasion of the Annual Sports Day of the College by participating in several of
the interesting items reserved for them and exhibiting a spirit of excellent
sportsmanship. As usual, the College Sports Day (held on 6-2-1954) attracted a
large number of members of the Association and the members present had an
enjoyable evening.

This year the Association moved in the matter of acquiring for the College
an Assembly Hall which has been a long felt need of the institution. A Sub-
Committee consisting of Messrs. K. P. Lakshmana Rao, K. Ramachandran,
P. R. Subramaniam, K. G. Rajan, K. G. Veeraraghavan, Mrs. G. Parthasarathi
and Kumari D. Devakunjari waited on deputation on Sri. C. Subramaniam,
Minister for Finance and Education, who, we are proud fo claim, is an old
student of the College and a Palrom member of the Association. The
Minister assured the Committee that he would give their request due
consideration. The Association held an annual subscription dinner on 12th
February in Presidency College. Many distinguished old boys including Dr:
C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer and Mr. C. Subramaniam, Minister for Finance and
Education attended it. During the coming year the Association, we hope, will
have more varied activities and achievements to its credit.

K. Ramachandran.
P. RB. Subramaniam.

LIST OF PATRON AND LIFE MEMBERS ENROLLED IN 1954.

Patron Member :

1. Sri. C. Subramaniam, Minister for Finance and Education, 97,
Mowbrays Road, Alwarpet, Madras-18.

Life Members :

1. Sri.T. Balakrighnan Nayar, M.A., (Madras), M.A., (Liondon), Principal,
Presidency College, College House, Chepauk, Madras-5.

2. Sri. K. Ramachandran, Auditor, A.G’s. Office, Madras, 29, New
Bunglow Street, Chintadripet, Madras-2.

P15
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3. &ri. B, Parandhaman, B.Sc., Industrialist, 62, Audiappa Naick Street,
G.T. Madras. : ‘

4. Sri. A. K. Balasubramaniam, Merchant, 101, Acharappan Street,
~ G.T. Madras.

5. Sri. Md. Abdulla, Merchant, 59, Arunachala Naick Road, Madras-2.

6. Sri. C. V. R. Panikkar, I.A.S.,, Under Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, Fort St. George, Madras-9.

7. Sri. T. Chandrasekara Dikshidar, Curator, Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Chepauk, Madras-b.

8. Sri. P. Suryanarayana Rau, 32, Venkatanarayana Road, Madras-17.
9, Sri. T. M, Srinivasan, 5, Smiths Road, Mount Road, Madras-2.

10. °Sri. N. G. Swami, 25, Dr. Rangachari Road, Mylapore, Madras-4.
11. Sri. N. Nazir Ahmed, 6, V. V. Koil Street, Periamet, Madras.

12. Sri. M. Shanmugam, General Manager, Saroja Mills Litd., Singanallur,
Coimbatore Dt. ' )

13. Sri. Rajnikant K. Mehta, C/o Messrs. Bapalal & Co., Rattan Bazaar-
Madras. T

14. Sri. N.‘Shanmugasundaram, 2/237, Banglowmedu, Mettu'p,paléy&m.

15. Sri. C. M. Ramanathan, Lloyds Bank, Mount Road, 'Ma,dras, 8, Appar-
swami Koil Street, Madras-4. ‘

16. Sri. Mohamed Omer Sait, Merchant, 20, Rattan Bazaar, Madras.

17. Sri. A. V. Balasubramaniam, Businessman, 33, Nammalwar Street
Madras.

18. Sri. A. J. Jalaluddin, 63, Acharappan Street, Madras-1.

19. Sri. C. R. Sundararajan, Medical Practitioner, 3, Sullivan Garden
Street, Mylapore, Madras-4. <

20. Sri. 8. M. Ebrahim, Merchant, 7, Mount Road, Madras.2."

From Our Captains

CRICKET.

‘We had not the luck of raising a strong combination this year. Still our
performance was not bad when we take into consideration the ‘achievements of
the individual players. Of the 7 matches we played in the Inter-Collegiate Lieague,
we won 2, drew 2 and lost.3. We were also unlucky in the Duncan Memorial
Tournament as we were beaten in the first round. Our match with the Madras
Medicals which ended in a draw will ever be remembered. A. M. Venugopal
(43 not out) and R. Narasimhan (32 not out) carried the score from 28 for 8 to 117
for 8, B. G. Sunder's unbeaten century against C. N. T. and 8. Gourishankar’s
century against St. Josheph’s College team, Trichy, deserve special mention.
S. Gourishankar, B. G. Sunder, 8. Ramachandran and 8. B. Bale Rao. were our
consistent scorers, while A. M. Venugopal, 8. Venkata Rao and 8. D. Patel were
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our.best bowlers. S. Raghunandan was our best field. A. M. Venugopal repre-
sented the Madrds, varsity from our college. -

The captain thanks all the fellow players for their unfailing co-operation
and support on and off the field and the Physical Director for his encouragement,

A, M. Venugopal.
HOCKEY.

Though we have not won any trophy, we are proud of having Mahadi
Hussian who plays for the Madras ‘Varsity hockey team as our centre forward.
In spite of our inability to retain the Stoke’s Shield which we won last year, we
had fast moving forwards, hard hitting half backs, deep defence and a courageous
custodian under the cross bar.

Soon after the selections we entered the intercollegiate league in which we
won two matches, drew twice and lost only one match. In these matches Mahadi
Hussain, Chandrasekaran and Percy Edwards distinguished themseles by per-
forming hat tricks. Mention must be made of our captain A. Natarajan who
besides his fine display in all the matches carried the ball all the way from end to
end. Itis to him we owe the only goal in the match against Christian College.

In the knock-out tournament we met Veterinary college in the first match
and beat them by 4-1-. Mahadi Hussian performed the hat trick. He was ably
supported by T. Govindaraj in the pivotal position. Thus we entered semi-finals
in which we had to meet the Lioyola college. This match proved a great trial to
our custodian Mahomed Nizar who made a number of good saves. In the forward
line Mahadi Hussian was putting up his best efforts. Inspite of these we were
beaten by a solitary goal.

We are thankful to Mr. R. Vaidyanathan, our last year’s captain for
coming over very often and giving us his precious time to help the team with an
amount of coaching which was of great value. '
‘ \ T. Govindarajan.
FOOT BALL.

The year began as the previous years with many practice matches. We
entered the Madras intercollegiate league and knockout championships. Eipe
Mathai, Panduranga, N. Kandaswamy, Muthukrishnan were outstanding players.
We won some matches in the inter-collegiate league tournament. All the matches
were’ played in good spirit and sportrmanship. With a little more of intensive
practice, we could have fared better in all the matches. Hope the coming year will
bring more credit to the college. .

Eipe Matha.

TENNIS.

Tennis, as usual, proved to be one of the popular games of the college.. It
was reflected in the sustained interest the members of the club had shown through.-

out the year.

‘The panel for the inter-collegiate tennis matches comprised of T. G. Vijaya-
raghavan, G. 8. Prabhakar, P. R. Seshdadri, Hipe Mathai, V. Subramanian’ and
I. S. Shenbagaram. Though we could not snatch the championship this year, yet
all the matehes proved interesting and were played with keenness and enthusiasm.
In the invitation tennis match with the Osmania Medical college we gained a run
away victory, winning all the matches. P.R. Seshadri had the distinction of
representing the University this year ; he -deserved his colours on his fine display
in the Knock-out tournament,
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The Mixed doubles matches were the usual feature of attraction of the
year. Promiging talent is to be found in Miss. Saraswathi Reddy, Miss.
Susheela Paul and Miss. Rajalakshmi,

BOXING.

We have the credit of maintaining the good standard of our college Boxing
team though we have failed to attain any success in the inter-collegiate tourna-
ment. But no other captain of the Presidency College Boxing team could have
been prouder than the present one, while writing this report, to have in the team
enthusiastic, young good boxers who do not get discouraged at defeat for them-
selves and reverses for the team and who believe firmly that * Failure is the step-
ping stone to success .

T. G. Vzijaiyamgkaimz.

We were fortunate to havé Sri. P. R. Vedagiri a very experienced Boxer as
our coach this year also. Among the numerous boys that turned up there were
many raw recruits. Though they had no experience our coach extended a warm
welcome to all of them. They were all stout in their hearts and strong in their
limbs—keen in practising the art of self-defence.

Though individual skill is counted much in boxing, our boys had good
team spirit. The college boxing tournament was an exciting event. We expected
that some of our boxers would win in the inter-collegiate boxing tournament held
at Engineering College. Bub our hopes were shattered when our good boxer Percy
Deranand (Kuttiah) was disqualified as medically unfit. Balasubramanian on
whom_we next pinned our hope lost in semi-finals and thus our team’s morale was
lost. Baskar Rao’s hit and run policy pulled him down in his first bout itself,
He is one of the future hopes of our college if he trains well.

In the inter-class tournament Ramakrishnan and Sivaprakasam were out-
standing. The ‘‘Cock fight” between the brothers Seshagiri and Ramachandran
provided a lot of fun to the spectators. Unfortunately walk-over made the spec-
tators to miss a very good chance of witnessing high class boxing between Chandra-
sekaran and Vinayagam.

It is indeed our wholesome wish that a bright chapter in the otherwise
sombre history of our boxing team should at least be started next year by taking
some more interest in this sport which improves individual self-confidence and

team spirit of our young citizens.
M. Shaffiullah Khan,
VOLLEY BALL.

- Ardent love for sports has always been a tradition among the Presidencians.
Volley ball is also a popular sport in our college. This year our college possesses
a good and energetic team with skill and tactics and a higher standard of the team
play is being set. In the inter-collegiate league and knock-out tournaments our
team showed & high level of technique and was particularly strong at smashing
and skilful lifting.

Throughout the year in the matches our players showed a fine spirit of
unity and played with great co-ordination. We were humble in victory and
undaunted in defeat. Of our new players K. Pandurangam, Mallikarjunaya and
Periaswamy are to be specially mentioned for their outstanding performances in
most of the matches,

I wish the best of luck to my juniors..
J. Nanjundappa.
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BASKET BALL.

We are proud to record the enviable advancement wnade in the field of
Basket ball this year. Our participation in the inter-collegiate league enabled us
to win over Stanley Medical, Veterinary and Govt. Arts colleges. Yet we cannot
escape the fact of having lost to Law college, Madras, which is indisputably the
best among the state college teams. We have lost unfortunately to Christian
college by a very narrow margin of a point.

Another gratifying feature of our career during the current year is that we
have had a tour to Trichy in order to participate in the Centenary Basket Ball
tournaments conducted by the St. Joseph’s College, Trichy. We ably defeated the
National college and the Jamal Mohammed College, Trichy ; but we lost by a
narrow margin to the St. Joseph’s Old Boys’ team. Being comprised mostly of

state players, the defeat at the hands of the St. Joseph Old Boys’ team is not
disheartening,

Mr. K. V. Ramaraju was awarded the individual prize for the best perfor-
mance in the Centenary tournaments. Praiseworthy performance of Messrs.
K. V. Ramaraju, K. Chinnaswamy, N. Rajagopal and Abdul Karim are beyond
any shadow of doubt in all matches, apart from the skilfulness and quickness in
despatch, accuracy in basketing and much more for adroitness, dodging by
Chinnaswamy and Rajagopal who provoked interest and rapt attention through
the performance with his unique left hand drive. Iype Mathai and A. N, Seetha-
Raman constituted the impervious sources of defence. General-progress made
this year is far beyond the expectation and creates positive ineentive to greater
strides in the coming years,

A. N. Seetharaman.

Students who have been awarded the Endowed
Prizes and Scholarships of the College.

SCHOLARSHIPS :

1. The Lord Elphinstone Scholar- ... R. Balakrishnan, IIT Hons. (Statistics)
ship 1954-1955

2. The Subramania Ayyar Scholar- . {U. Madhwanath, P.G.1. (Physics)
ship 1954-1955 (Senior) S. 8. Krishnan, III Hons, (Physics)

3. The 8ir C. P. Ramaswamy ... J. Sethuraman, III Hons. (Statistics)
Ayyar Scholarship 1954-1955

4. The Dr. R. M. Alagappa Chet- ... V. Abdul Rahim IV Hons. (English
tiar Scholarship 1954-1955 Literature)

5. The Xasturi Ranga Iyengar ... K. V. Ramakrishnan. III Houns,
Scholarship 1954-1955 (Statistics)

6. Dr. U. Swaminatha Ayyar... Miss Navamani A. Navaranjitham,
'i['a,millgiZera,ture Scholarship P. G. II (Tamil)

953-195

7.. The Venkataraman Scholarship... Miss S. Sudha, V Hons. (Zoology)
in Zoology 1954-1955 - ' - . 1954-1955
8. The Shanmugam Gold Medal .., Miss V. Vimala, V- Hons. (Economics)
in Economics 1954 ' 1953-1954
9. The Senior Conolly Scholarship .., { Miss M. Vijiyam, V Hons, (Economics)
1954-1955 ‘ ) K. E. Vaidyanathan, IIT Hons. (Stats.)
10. The Thompson Scholarship,., Kumari Shalini Pai, III Hons.

1953-1954 (English Literature) 1953-1954.
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PRIZES:

The Lord Llphm&,tone Prize ..
1953 -
The Arbuthnot Prize 1953 1954 ..

The Scott
1953-1954

Elocution Prize ...

The Pandit Narasimhacharya ...

Sanskrit Prize 1953-1954
krit Prize 19531954

| The Bourdillon Prize (Telugu) ...

1953-1954

The Viswanatha Sastry Sans- ...

The Bourdillon Prize (Tamll)

1953-1954

The Kunjambu Nambiar Prize ...

1953-1954

The Innes
The

'The Bourne Prize 1953-1954 ...
Prize 1953-1954 ...
Elliot Prize 1953-1954 ...

The Mackintosh Prize 1953-1954. ..

"The Allen Prize 1953-1954

The Oppert Prize 1953-1954

The J. B. Bilderbeck Prize...

1953-1954

The Bilderbeck Prize 1953-1954 ...

The Sithalakshmi Subramania ..

Prize 1953-1954
The
1953-1954

Ramunni Menon Prize...

The R. Ll. Jones (Junior) Pnze

1953-1954

The R. Ll. Jones (Senior) Prize .

1953-1954

The Physics Assomatlon Senior ...

Prize 1953-1954

The Physics Association Junior ...

Prize 1953-1954 .

The Sir Mark Hunter Memorial ...

Prize 1953-1954

Medal 1953-1954 .

The Sir C. V.
Sastry Ssnskrif Prlze 1953~
1954

The Candeth Memorial Gold

Kumaraswami ..,

Miss S. Anandalakhsmi, P. G. II
(Economlcs) 1953-1954
R. Bha,lath V Hons. (Physics)
1953-1954
Miss N. Mythili, IV Hons. (Economics)
1954-1955
Miss K. Lalitha, V Hons. (Sanskrit)
1954~1955
8. Sundararajan, IV Hons. (Chemistyry)
1954-1955

‘1. Subba Reddy, IV B.A. (Economics)

1953-1954
R. Chengalvarayan, IV B.A
(Economics) 1953-1954

P. V. Kunhikrishna Kurup, IV B.A,

(Economlcs) 1953-1954
Miss A. Sarada, V Hons. (Zoology)

1953-1954
Mother Mary Joseph Michael, V Hons.
(English Literature) 1953-1954
M. D. Ganapathi, IV B.A. (Economies)
1953-1954
Mother Mary Joseph Michael, V Hons.
(English Literature) 1953-1954

G. Anjanayya, V Hons. (Economics)

1953-1954
A. Seshadri, V Hons. (Sanskrit)
- 1953-1954
M. D. Ganapathi, IV B.A. (Economics
1953-1954
M. D. Ganapathi, IV B.A. (Hconomics)
k 1953-1954
. S. Raman, V. Hons. (Physics)
1953-1954
M. Dayanandam, IV B.Sc. (Zoology)
1953-1954
U. Madhwanath, P.G.I. (Physics)
1954-1955

S. Raman, V Hons. (Physics) 1953-1954

N. E. Dweltz, V Hons. (Physics)
1954-1955

D. R. Samuel, IV B. Sc. (Physics)
1953-1954

N. M. Balasubramaniam, V. Hon's.
(English Literature) 1953-1954

Miss Padma Narayanaswami, V Hons.
(Economics) 1953-1954

M. D. Ganapathi, IV B.A. (Economics)
1953-1954
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The Mahamahopadhyaya ...

Kuppuswami Sastry Sanskrit
Prize 1953-1954

The Rao Bahadur S. K. Padma- ...

nabha Sastry Sanskrit Prize
1953-1954 '

The Rao Bahadur M. Ranga- ...

charya Sanskrit FElocution
Prize 1953-1954

The Presidency College Cente- ...

nary Prize for N.C.C. 1958-
1954

The Professor R. Gopala Ayyar ...

Prize 1953-1954

The Captain S. Kalyanaraman ...

Memorial Prize 1953-1954

The Wilson Gold Medal 1953 ...

1954

The Senior Chemical Society ...

Prize 1953-1954

The Junior Chemical Society ...

Prize 1953-1954

The Rao Bahadur H. Narayana ...

Rao Prize 1953-1954
The Fyson Prize 1953~1954

The Rao Sahib M. R. Raja- ...

gopala Ayyangar Prize 1953-
1954 A

Dr. B.B. Dey Commemoration ...

Prize 1953-1954
Professor
Sanskrit Prize-1954-1955

The Senior Thompson Prize ...

1958-1954

The Maharajah of Travancore

Prize 1953-1954-- --
The Maharajah
nagaram -Prize 1953-1954

The Gordon Prize 1953-1954 ...
The Presidency College Mala- ...

valee Association Prize 1953-
1954

The Pandit C. R. Namasivaya ...

Mudaliyar Memorial Rolling
Cup 1954-1955 ,

The Rajah of Annamalai Chet- ...

tiar Prize 1953-1954

M. Rangachariar ...

of Vizia- ...

- M. D. Ganapathi, TV B.A. (Economics)

1953-1954

Miss R. V J ayani, IV Hons. (Sanskrit)
1954-1955

Miss R. V. J ayam, I'V Hons. (Saﬁskrit)
. : 1954-1955

U/O B. Panduranga Rao, V Hons.
(Phychology) 1953-1954

Miss E. K. Uma Devi, IV B. Sc.
. (Zoology) 1953-1954
CPL. N. Thirunavukkarasu, IV B. Sc.
(Zoology) 1953-1954
P. V. Narasimhamurthy, P.G.I.
(Chemistry) 1954-1955
M. Mohandas Kini, V Hons. ' ,
(Chemistry) 1954-1955
V. K. Lakshmanan, IV B. Sc.
(Chemistry) 1953-1954
M. N. Balasubramaniam, 'V Hons.
(Geology) 1953-1954
Kumari K.T.B. Jayanthi Devi, P.G.II. -
(Botany) 1953-1954
V. 8. Varadarajan, IIT Hons.
(Statistics) 1953-1954

8. Ramakrishnan, P.G. II. (Chemistry)
- oo .. 19538~1954

Kumari K. Lalitha, V. Hons. (Sanskrit)
S e e 1954-1955
8. Raman, V. Hons. (Phys.) 1953-54

U. Madhwanath, P..G.-I. (Physics)
e 1954-1055
Kumari A. Sarada, V. Hons. (Zoology)
. 1953-54
A. Arunachalam; V. -Hons, (Hist)

) 1953-1954
Anthony M. Thomas, V. Hons.

(Malayalam) 1953-1954

The Rolling Cup is awarded to Presi.
dency College

Furst-Prize : for individual speaker—
_ Paul, tLoyola College
Second-Prize : for individual speaker—
M. Abdullah Sheriff, New College
8. Chithambaranathan, V. Hons.
(Physics) 1953-1954
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48. The Papworth Prize 1954-1955 ...

49. Sri
Swamigal Memorial Siva-
bhogasaram Prize 1954-1955

Guru Gnana Sambanda ...

First-Prize : Miss M. K. Anasuya,
Stella Maris College, Madras

Second-Prize : Miss P. A. Sivagama-
sundari, Stella Maris College, Madras
Miss B. Hensman, V. Hons. (English
Literature) 1954-1955
First-Prize : S. Kandappan. V. Hons.
(Tamil) 1954-1955 Presidency College

Second-Prize : Kumari K. Ranganayaki,
III Hons. (Tamil) 1954~-1955 Presi-
dency College

Third Prize : Kumari K, Chingaram,
III Hons. (Tamil) 1954-1955
Presidency College

College Day—Prize Winners in Athletics.

Eyents for Men
11. Pole Vault :

1. 100 metres race :
1. Mahdi Hussain
2. M. V. Rajendran

2. 200 metres race : -
1. Mahdi Hussain
2. Percy D. Edwards
3. 400 metres race :
1. M. V. Rajendran
2. Abdul Karim
4. 800 metres race :
1. Malathkar V. Rajendran
2. 1. Arunachalam
5. 1500 metres race :
1. I. Arunachalam
2. S. Balakrishnan
6. 110 metres High hurdles :
1. Narayanan
2. Percy D. Edwards
7. 400 metres hurdles :
1. Malathkar V. Rajendran
2. Percy D. Edwards
8. Hop Step & Jump :
1. K. V. Ramaraju
2. L. Narayanan
9. Long Jump :
1. L. Narayanan
2. Malathkar V. Rajendran
10. High Jump :

1. K. V. Ramaraju
2. L. Narayanan

1. Malathkar V. Rajendran
2. 8. Siddamalliah

12. Shot Put :

1. J. Brown
2. K. P. Chandrasekaran

13. Javelin Throw :
1. J. Brown
2. K. P. Chandrasekaran
14. vscus Throw :
. J. Brown
2. P. 8. Sunder Rao
15. Hammer Throw :
1. J. Brown
2. A.H. Shirazi
16. Cycle race :
1. D. A Jason
17. Old Students under 40 :
1. Bhaskaran
2. Vaidyanathan
18. Old Students over 40 :
1. Dr. Krishna Rao
2. Capt. K. Raghavan
3. P. R. Subramaniam
19. Staff Race .
1. Visvanathan
2. Mayan Kufty
3. P. T. Joseph
20. 4 X 200 metres relay, Staff Present,

Vs, Past :
1. Present
2. Past
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M. D. GANAPATHI, B.A.,



AN ELEGY IN SANSKRIT

[ With translation by the author ]

quit 99 Ry Boafeal Io9 dakEd ] IRERREEEST ae 7 au= o |
FEE R RAFNAEN W, a7 AFaal a2t aRkE ae 99 SR Ul R

1. Oh, Destiny! the last traces of any compassionate feelings in your
heart seem to have dried out in the burning heat of your cruelty. It is not
unpardonable that you never associate learning with wealth ; nor is it so cruel
that you make thé poor bear the brunt of accusations in respect of crimes
never committed by them, solely because they are poor; this alone pricks my
heart very much ; why should you link poverty and self-respect ?

SIS T franawer At 1 i sRew afew af wadat s | 0ROk
2. The actual sufferings of a poor man, who was imbued with high
feelings of self-respect, were observed by me. 1 shall relate them here.
ST qe: fRo: MOZRafaG fHuoer: | SETFeRER: SaAideaaed=i & g i 3 )

3. A person with absolutely no earthly possessions and whose sole
wealth was a sense of self-respect, was going about in the street. In spite of
his penury his sense of shame refused to allow him to beg.

ERE N EaS e fufae fgedy: | Jamaedd a9 99 9 fgR@aarg @ 0 Y B

4. Nor would any one who saw him, take him to be in need of alms ;
for he was dressed in white though worn-out clothes, washed carefully with his.
own hands, and appeared to be as cultured as he was neat in attire.

o Torsly flafm: SdrsTEmEalaeE |\ QU A At g3 7 sS4kl

5. Rich man to all appearances though he was, he had only one
anna in his pocket ; none there except me endowed with the power of reading
others’ hearts could know of this.

RO TR TR A9 & FRelameg: | oaed AMEaTEsd): AEgaIsTEARda g

6. The term =f97 (a beggar) did not like him perhaps since he had no
=% (wealth). [Drawn by analogies in Sanskrit it would be A ey Sy enel )



3

though there is an smg for it in mffaearswr, I have used itin a poetical
sense.] Or rightly it might be that his self dignity drove away the very thought
.of this term to bring nothing but starvation and suffering because if atleast he
had begged, he could have LIVED.

s T R E T gaaeataqassal | @Ry 8T ooy afeaa@AiaaEad: 1w

7. He was at a loss to know what to do- Hunger had paralysed the
-whole of his activities. He thought of his fate and cursed his ownself. He
was burnt to the core and was mourning in his heart -just like Charudatta in
< The clay-eart ” when he says. *=Iq: FEIEA A QIR |

oo,

e o Al Er: o il amtraiEg | qsi SaErnfy qrsy q a1 qETIETE: 0 ¢

8. He had many rich friends, whom- Lakshmi, the Goddess of wealth
‘had lacgely favoured as if through excessive fondness. But he seldom appro-
ached any of them for an obligation. Alas! Self-dignity is verily the negation
of human existence-

gt fafy ¥ g Al SRy gaw e Rua@: | g g weaaREiiasy meaestg aaead ne

9: He steadfastly held the view that death is happier than a loss of self-
tespect. But man proposes, God disposes. At noon his hunger was so
tremendously increased that he was forced to beg off others, for food.

ST AR S T AN TR A0 | AHERRAFSRR: TN ToIam: ) 2o |

10- From the time of his birth he had considered and looked upon
“begging > with great contempt. Hard fate! He himself was obliged to resort
to it Such was his unalterable predestination. [Similar occassions do occur
often in the lives of many.]

SRIERTARARR o S TfgadeE: | O @RI il T qrgarIEg Ry e | 02z

11. He turns now to a wealthy man here and tries to say something by
way of begging. But being a novice at that art, not a single word came out of
his lips. [How cruel is Fate towards some of us !]
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12. Nothing on hand, nobody to give; not possible even to beg due to-
inexperience. Seeing him in such a state, my sympathetic heart was moved to
tears and hiding my face from others, I wept for him in pity.

g AaEEy B @HARINTIE: | OASTATHIEAN: SFIA qERgEEE: RN

13. Picking up courage some how, he thought of asking a loan from a
friend of his; heast expecting a refusal of his request, he went and I followed

him, unseen-

A e g T TowEs: fAewftaar | wonfs et wor qliaver: BrEamiadaseat n 3y

14. He approached his friend and expressed his desire with words, diffi-
cultly drawn out. To that, the friend observed in reply that none of his
friends to whom he had lent had ever repayed.

| RS SR %ﬁﬁ&wﬁ (et fmoor: |\ f=eorEr fargsm: ey gl dEgR Uautk

.15. Crest-fallen by the failure in the very first endeavour, with his self-
respect shattered to pieces, he was helpless and depressed and yet since he was
learned he did not want to commit suicide but came back into the street-

[Perhaps thinking that the world would kill him in due course:]

ST FO IET: § FARITETT A | He g JEEaaa oEadd: wRaRaism no9g

16. By this time his hunger transformed itself into a great thirst and he
bought two fruits for the one anna, he had with him; just as he took them up
0 his lips, he was surrounded by several beggars, who cried to himin a pitiable

manner.

T ToAe RAONER et FTer aRmfy 3R 9 gy @ fewaat: 9 wesws Ea: v

17. < Have mercy upon me.”, °It‘s a couple of dayssince I saw food.’™
« Qave me from starvation.”” ¢« Oh, Lord” “Iam very poor with a large
family to be maintained.” These and similar cryings moved his heart very

much.
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s A Feonifre: @ FAEEmRETE | e e g i A O v a0 e n

18. He cut the fruits and distributed tHe pieces among them without
taking even a bit for himself. He could not walk ; his feet faltered and after

a few steps he fell on the ground.

STTFACCATIAT: TN, oo JEaread | frafafemamar ffueer snfimi S=mmaEd 19

19. It was impossible for me to stay there any longer looking at this
pitiable sight and I returned to my room with a heavy and thought laden heart.
Reflecting upon the cruelty of Fate, I have sung the story of that poor person
in the form of an elegy or rather my thoughts’ found a way out, in that form:

My repeated appeal to Fate is,

it @1 939 At q A G GHdH | FF 7R T GET A49T 99 ST 0 e 1)

20. Oh Fate! Give us self-dignity along with wealth. Do not give us
self-respect alone. This world measures men not according to the degree of
their self-dignity, but according to the riches they possess.

ar@wiE: S. Sundararajan
[V B.Sc. (Hons.) [Chemistry]
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