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ST. MARY'’S, DINDIGUL
SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS

1. ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

The Annual Sports Meet was held on 23—8—1951 at 3 p. M. presided over by
Sri R. V. Rudrappaswami, D. E. O., Madurai. The impressive parade and the March
Past of the competitors in their House colours was a grand sight. *8ri C. Kandappa
Pillai, our Municipal Commissioner, hoisted the flag.

Throughout the Sports Meet applause and loud cheers were heard, the different
Houses cheering their victorious competitors. The distinguished guests and spectators
were ‘ treated’ to fine and interesting items of the villagers taking part in the running
raceg and in Musical Chair competition. These events have become a permanent featnre
on our sports programme as they are not only exhilirating” in their own way but also
as they afford lessons to the young alumni. The unlestered and unsophisticated villagers
exhibit man’s innate ambition to win in the race of life. Amidst continued cheers, the
President distributed the prizes to the individual village athletes that came out success-
ful in the events meant for them. In his concluding speech, he congratulated the school
on its great strides in outdoor activities and wished the school sportsmen bright success
in life.

Besides the school tournaments. other tournaments and sports were conducted
in the Boarding Home and in the Hostel. They were well conducted and all items
were fought to a finish. Students seem to have realized the importance of outdoor
games and they are at their best in the play fields.

In the Distriet Sports our yo;mg competitors did fairly well. OQur athletes were
qualified for the finals in all the track items. Our Basket Ball team went up to the
finals, The Staff Badminton team came out successful once again this year and secured
the Shield. Messrs, Francis Cruz, S. Arulsamy, T. P. Augustine, M. Manickam and
K. Sivan combined well as a team and encountered able teams this year. W#¢th
Mr. K. Sivan at the helm, the earnestness and efficiency of our team was well
demonstrated and they won all the matches with but two games played in each. Mr,
Augustine, our Sports Secretary, outstripped all in the District in the Wailking Race
“for teachers.

Thanks are due to Messrs. Augustine, Ignaci and Mariasoosai for their unflagging
enthusiasm and untiring regularity in training our athletes to keep up the fair reputation
of the school.

T. S. Paul.
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2. THE VOLUNTEER CORPS

OFFICIALS—1951—52

I. Platoon Commander .. A. Mariasoosai
II. s ’s .. Y. Ignaci
II1. » » .. M. I. Antony
Commander General .. R. Joseph Leo
Commander General .- Y. Ignaci.
Officer in charge of Materials and Records. . V. M. Manickam
Member in charge of the Volunteer corps .. K. Sivan

The Volunteer corps was organised with the sole object of training students in
doing social service and in such training emphasis is laid on strict discipline and implicit
obedience. .This year the Volunteer corps consisted of 252 members. Messrs. Ignaci,
Mariasoosai and Antony our military trained staff members were in charge of the three
platoons into which the members were divided. The platoons were divided into different
sections each with its own elected leader.

Aware as we all were of the hardships and privations of many of our students,
it was felt that any real service by the volunteers must be towards the welfare of such
poor and deserving boys. Father Headmaster gave us the brilliant suggestion of collect-
ing food grains from the public for the starving boys of St. Mary’s who went without
their mid-day meal on account of their grinding poverty. In all humility we thank him
for his practical suggestion and this clearly reveals how keen an interest he evinces in

.the welfare of such boys in the midst of his multifarious activities. On the day previous

to the collection of food grains about 2000 leaflets were distributed among the boys to
be shown to their parents. The leaflet explained the sufferings of the boys and requested
them to contribute their mite towards their welfare. On 19—7—51 the members of the
Volunteer corps along with the members of the Social Service League marched from the
school compound in different directions with caps on, bags in hand and placards in front.
They,begged from door to door for the sake of their fellow students in spite of the
blazing sun for about 3 hours, No doubt, this was a novel experience for the boys but
better training for the future than this they cannot have. Tired but happy they were
when they returned. Some of them seemed to be surprised at their own ability to
collect so much ! We had our doubts about the success of such a venture in view of the
difficult food situation in the town but thanks to the generosity of the public and the
wonderful, enthusiasm of our boys the collections were strikingly remarkable.

About 50 poor and deserving boys who starve in the afternoon were regularly
served the mid-day meal. The serving was done by the volunteers themselves. The
T & 11 platoons were incharge of it for the first two terms and for the third term it is
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entrusted to the IIT platoon. The collections were, of course, insufficient for the whole
year but Father Headmaster, out of his unbounded sympathy for these poor boys, has
enabled us by supplying the necessary foodgrains to continue the feeding throughout the year.
The cooking was done by the cooks of the St. Mary’s Hostel and hence we thank Brother
Arulanandam and his cooks for this service. Our thanks are due to Fr. Antonysamy,
the warden of the hostel, for being gracious enough to allow the cooks to do this bit of
service,

Besides this noble service, the services of the volunteers atthe School Sports and
the School Day celebration are worthy of mention As usual, they have heen very helpful
in maintaining order at these functions. When the excursion garty of about 50 students
from Board High School, Nagamam, came to Dindigul on their way to Tanjore a group
of volunteers met them at the station and took them round the town. Special mention
must be made of the services of the volunteers on the polling day {12—1-—52) a4 the
different polling booth witbin the school premises. They were very useful in guiding the
voters. Thus, in their own humble way, they performed their little bit of service to
the nation,

The mere fact that the volunteer corps consisted of such a large number of students
this year bears ample testimony to the growing interest among the boys in such activities,
We earnestly hope that the students will take a keen interest in the extra-curricular
activities of the school since education does not stop with books but in fact goes far

beyond them.
R. Joseph Leo.

3. LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY

It can safely be said that this year has been the Society’s most successful year.
Not only has the membership been extended to the First Form boys, but it has also
been possible to have guite a variety of topics among its discussions. This shows® how
popular the society is and also how well the students appreciate its activities. .This
year saw a great deal of spontaneous response from the students and consequently we
were able to arrange some really interesting meetings. Special mention must be made of
the discussion on cinemas. It is to be noted that even the strongest supporters of this
industry quite unwittingly drifted to the conclusion that it has been doing more harm
to society than good. But a saner conclusion would be that the evil lies not in cinema
as such, but in the way it is utilised by the producers.

I am very happy to record that the students have been very regular in atten-
dance and in fact, we have had almost the maximum attendance at all our meetings.
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But this year also the students chose to read than rather deliver their speeches, and
there were more discussions in Tamil than in English. I am confident that students
will evince greater enthusiaska and better response and make English their medium
of expression more [requently mext year. I have great pleasure in thanking the
committee members most sincerely for their unflinching co-operation in making the
society meetings always a suceess.

A. Meenakshisundaram.

4. PEN CLUB

In these days of democracy and freedom of expression, it is indeed a precious
possession to have a facile and powerful pen. One can by his writings easily and
effectively transmit to others the wealth of his knowledgé and thereby influence their
minds and even mould, to some extent, their destinies. Hence the saying *“ Pen is might
than the Sword !> At school boys can be trained in the art of wielding the pen
sucessfully and it is this work that our Pen Club has taken up and is doing fairly well.
Originality of thought and expressionis encouraged and fostered.

To facilitate the smooth and efficient working of the club and to afford opportunities
for boys of all classes, as many magazines are got up as there are sections in the school.
Each Form is put in charge of a teacher who guides the squad of boys formed in each
section for this purpose, in the preparation of the manuscript magazine, one for each
term, The best contributions in them find a place in the Schoo! Annual.

It is gratifying to note that the quality of the articles in Tamil has been satis-
factory. Short stories, descriptive essays, tit-bits and poems are the regular features,
and the budding artists have adorned the pages of the magazine with their sketches
and paintings which are interesting and instructive . But the response in English, even
from pupils of VI Form, is rather disappointing. The hearty co-operation of the staff
and pupils in the successful conduct of the Pen Ciub is to be commended.

G. Venkatakrishna Iyer.

5. SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE

Besides the usual round of Social Activities, the Social Service League members
about six hundred strong, went to every nook and corner of the town begging from
door to door food grains ete., to feed a number of poor starving students of St. Mary’s.
By so doing they were able to feed fifty students at noon on all class days.
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Apart from this, they are regulating the school fee remittance of students on
the appointed dates ; they are enabling students to recover the r lost fountain pens,
tiffin carieers, note books ete., and minimising the number ©f absentees and late-comers
to school. By these activities, it is hoped, the students may get suitable training
to become, in the long run, useful citizens of our land.

K. A. Arokiaswamy.

6. HEATLH ASSOCIATION

Of the various factors that contribute to the making of an efficient citizen in
modern democracy, the building up of a sanitary conscience is one. With this end in
view, the re-orgainsed scheme of Secondary Education lays special emphasis on the
importance of Health Association in the scheme of extra-circular activities. So, imme-
diately after the re-opening of the School, the Health Association of St. Mary’s “was
reformed. The members of the staff, whosc names are shown hereunder, constituted- a.
Committee with the Senior member, as its Convener. The Committee imrediately
began to function devising ways and means to develop health habits among the boys.
Squads were formed in each section of each form to look to the cleanliness and neat-
ness of the class rooms and the adjoining verandah, Particular care was taken to see
that cobwebs in the ceiling and window panes of class-rooms were removed and the
walls and floor were kept as neat and tidy as possible. Special groups of boys were
arranged to look after the neatness of the school-compound and also the latrines. Boys
were discouraged from going in for cakes and sweets sold by the street vendors at the
entrance of the school exposed to dust, flies and mosquitoes.

Due to dearth of water even for drinking purposes, attention to tree-plantings
and tree-growing (which was a special feature of last year’s activity) had to be given
up. Itis hoped that with the dawn of better times, the same will be revived in the
ensuing year.

Our boys are to be congratulated on their readiness to imbibe health ideas and to
put them into practice. Ividences of their earnest work are to be seen everywhere‘ and
the class-rooms present always a neat appearance. Any carclessness on their part, if
pointed out, is quickly remedied indicating their capacity for improvement.

I would be failing in my duty, if T fail to thank my colleagues, who have heartily
co-operated with me in carrying out the programme of the year.

The following constituted the Committee ;—

1. Sri P. Ganesan, B.sc., B. T.,
2. ,, Devaraj, B. A.,
3. ,» K. Viswanathan, Hind: Pandit.
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4. Sri Sava,ridoss.
5. ,, DPeter Raj.
6. ., Jesumani.

7. ,, N. Subramanya Iyer, B. A., L. T., Convener.

N. Subramaniya lyer,
Convener.

7. RAMBLERS' CLUB

During the first half of the school year the Ramblers’ Club arranged for very
many excursions in batches of a large number of boys to places of industrial and
historical importance in and around Dindigul. Two excursions to the Sugar Factory
at Pandiarajapuram deserve special mention.

The projected grand tour to Mangalore, Mysore, Bangalore etc., is yet to take
place. An excursion to Goa and Bombay is being planned for December 1952 to enable
the excursionists to witness the exposition of the Body of St. Francis Xavier.

Though it is some months since tents were purchased for. camping purposes,
they have not yet been used. Tent camps will mean a lot of privations and hard work
on the part of the excursionists even to the extent of having to cook their own food.
Hence they can more easily be used for some Leaders’ Training Camps which it is hoped
will be organised soon to give our pupils good training for social work and sound moral
and mental formation.

V. P. Viswanatha Iyer.

8. ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

Keeping in mind that drama is the best teacher, the Entertainment Committee is
doing its best to foster and develop the histrionic talents of our boys. During this
academic year, apart from the many small dialogues enacted within the class rooms,
based on Social Studies, there was a regular drama ‘ The Servant ” under the presidency
of the district judge of Madurai on the great occasion of our school day celebrations.
Though the enthusiasm of our actors was somewhat damped by unexpected rain, they
entered into the spirit of the play and actéd so well that they won the admiration of the
audience. There is also another drama under preparation to be staged on the Hostel Day.

Too many applications from our boys for taking part in the school dramas clearly
indicate that they have overcome their shyness and stage fright and are keenly interested
in drama and music. The Committee is always careful enough to choose only such

plays and dialogues as will instil into young minds sound moral principles that will
stand them in good stead later on in life.

S. Pitchaimuthu.
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&, ARTS AND CRAFTS CLUB
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IN MEMORIAM

We have to record here with very deep regret the deaths of Rev. Fathers
J. G. Gomez 8. J. and J. Rigly 8. J. both of which occurred in 1951.

Rev. Fr. Gomez had gone to Ratnapura, Ceylon, to recoup his indifferent
health and it was thought that he was getting better and that he would soon
return to his post in the Palamcottah College but God designed otherwise and he
was called to his eternal rest on 21st August, 1951, Death claimed him rather
suddenly in the shape of heart failure in the clinic of a doctor to whom he had
gone walking to get an injection.

The good Father was born in Tuticorin on 10—8—1892. He had his early
education in Tuticorin and Palamcottah and went for his College studies to
Trichinopoly. He joined the novitiate of the Society of Jesus at Shembaganur
on 9—5—1914. His complete religious formation was over only in April 1930
when he became the Headmaster of St. Xavier’s, Palamcottah. From 1935 to 1944
May he was in Dindigul as our Headmaster and Manager. Then for “two years he
was the Superior and Headmaster in St. Mary’s, Madura, and these two years
proved to be hard ones for him and brought on ill-health. Thinking that native
air might do him good, Superiors transferred him to St. Xavier’s Tuticorin, in
July 1946, In June 1948 he was transferred to St. Xavier’s, Palamcottah, as
Minister and Spiritual Father. His health became worse from 1950 onwards from
causes which no doctor could clearly diagnose. In 1951 May he was sent to Ceylon
for a rest but that proved to be a prelude to eternal bliss.

To Rev. Fr. Gomez, it would seem, that the nine years he spent in our
mielst in Dindigul were the happiest days of his life. During his tenure of office
as Headmaster, the results of our school in the Public Examination- improved a
good deal, the strength of the school rpse to a thousand pupils, the precarious
existence of the Hostel was madée secure by starting it in its present compound
and a high level discipline and all-round efficiency prevailed in the school. To
perpetuate his memory and to recall his services to the school to succeeding
generations of staff and pupils, an Attendance Shield bearing his name has been
instituted.

Rev. Fr. Rigly is hardly known to most of our staff and pupils, many of
whom must have seen him only in the School Film where he appears in the act of
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feeding pigeons and ducklings. Having been a confirmed invalid, he was confined
to his room almost aways during his stay here of two ygars as our Procurator,
Some boys knew him as stamp collector and used to go him to see his collection
or get a few stamps. His chronic asthma carried him off rather suddenly on 8th
December, during the Christmas vacation when the compound was empty of pupils.

Rev. Fr. Rigly was born on 6th November 1892 at Ingherhseim a village in
Alsace. He completed his High School Course in 1913. Though he wanted to
become a Jesuit in 1913 itself, the Jesuit authorities thought it* best to let him
wait due to his delicate health. But that proved to be a long waiting since with
the outbreak of The Great War in 1914, he was obliged to serve in the German
army. His next five years were spent in trenches and battlefields, chiefly in
Poland and Russia. Snow,, frost and poison gas told on his health. The German
military authorities bestowed on him the *Iron Cross’, not easily granted to
ordinary soldiers.

He joined the Society of J esus in France in 1919, as soon as he was freed
from military duties. In 1920 he came to India to continue his training in
Shembaganur and later in Kurseong. He began his stamp collection in 1922 and
continued the hobby till his death. After his Jesuit training was completed, he
was appointed Minister and Procurator of Shembaganur, the Jesuit training
institution. After 10 years stay there, he became the Procurator of the Madura
Vice-Province in 1940, and as such resided in Madura. To give him some relief
from ever recurring attacks of asthma, he was tansferred back to Shembaganur
but this too ‘proved unsuited to his health andso he was sent to Dindigul in
October 1949, where it was hoped the dry and salubrious climate would do him
good. His heart was, however, getting weaker and weaker all along and the good
Father knew that no doctor could do much to help him and was fully resigned
to his invalid state. He was fully prepared for death any day but was fortunate
enough to die during his annual retreat, when, laying aside his account books,
he was communing with God alone.

May their souls rest in peace !
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