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It is, indeed, a fact that we care less about what
goes into our heads than into any other part of
our bodies. The ‘Murder and Motherhood Press’
feeds our minds on a diet of sweetmeats swim-
ming in sexual treacle and of crimes sauced by
snobbery, yet, although we are ready enough to
blame our food for the disorders of our stomachs,
when we get moral indigestion in the shape of
complexes, hysterias, neuroses, and overpowering
depression, we never dream of blaming what we
put into our minds. Nor, so long as We insist on
paying the dentist who fills our testh more highly
than we pay the journalist who fills our heads,
can we expect our intellectual health to improve.

 Not only do the machines fill our stomachs and
our minds, they also preseribe our pléasure. Most
of us have already forgotten how to play without
their aid. The modern notion of play is to step

»
7

on the throttle, insert coins in metal slots, sbaa;
headlines, crowd through clicking turnstiles, rush
headlong down water-chutes, or through the air
in aeroplanes or  swing-boats. Dependent on
machines for our work and our play, owing to
them our very existence, can we wonder that we
should serve them, and in serving, become like
unto the things we serve? For with the growth
of mechanical efficiency comes a terrifying growth
of uniformity. Prolonged service to mechanisms
imposes something of the nature of the machines
themselves—their soullessness, their regularity,
their efficiency and their uniformity—upon their
attendants. This tendency is already perceptible
in America, where men look alike, dress alike,
read the same news, eat the same food, think the
same thoughts, and ‘enjoy’ the same amusements.
If it continues unchecked, personality will be-
come a thing of the past, and we shall develop
into efficient automata devoid alike of creative
power and initiative,» mere emmets in the ant-
heap of society.

Eztermination. The da,ngeI of extermma,tibn
in war must be put in the form' of an allegory
Let me, then, take a- leaf out of the  book of - a

Martian historian Wntmg in 10 ,000 P MI (Post
Martem Incarnatum). i} LIS Y
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‘On our neighbouring planet, the earth, the
age of the greater reptiles was followed by that of
the vertebrate mammals. Of these the homun-
culi, in spite of their physical deficiencies, Which
included a constitution so ridiculously inadequate
that it was only by covering themselves with the
skins of other animals that they were able to
keep warm, and a complete helpiessness in their
young protracted over a period of extraordinary
duration, were nevertheless enabled through their
possession of a low-grade cunning, which pessi-
mistic writers have likened to our own intelli-
gence, to establish a complete domination over
the rest of the planet. This they employed for
the purpose of preying upon the other inhabitants
of the earth, and they would ultimately have
succeeded in denuding the whole planet of life,
were it not for the internecine feuds upon which
their quarrelsome nature led them to embark
a.rﬁong themselves. @ The domination of the
homunculi was éveﬁtually terminatcd by their
discovery of how to release the forces locked up
in the atom, a discovery of which they speedily
made use to exterminate themselves altogethers
The destruction of this noxious species through
its own innate mischievousness has always been
acclaimed by Martian theologians as affording
one of the strongest pieces of evidence for the
Providential government of the universe.’

Wamnt in Plenty. But the most remarkable of
our misuses of machines has still to be recounted.
This misuse is peculiar in that its effects are so
immediately disastrous that we can mno longer
avoid noticing them. The intensive application
of physical and chemical science to industry has
in recent years enormously increased man’s pro-
ductive power. Men should be, in consequence,
richer and their toil lighter. Nothing of the kind
has occurred. Owur social science lags so far
behind our physical and chemical sciences, that
We are increasingly unable to distribute the goods
we so abundantly produce. Prices fall for want
»of buyers, manufacturers are ruined because they
cannot dispose of their products, the world’s
granaries burst with unsold wheat, its quays and
warehouses are stacked with rotting fish and
fruit, and in all countries men are thrown out of
‘employment because none can buy the proceeds
‘of their labour. Thus arises the greatest paradox
of modern civilization, the paradox of want in the
‘midst of plenty. :
~ Foritis not true that human beings do not
need what science enables them to produce. As I
~write, there comes a report that Brazil has been
destroying its surplus coffee by burning it; yet
~men will still shiver in the European winter and
_crave the hot drink they cannot buy. Surplus

wheat is being used in America as fuel for boilers,
yet the masses of China are still half-starved, and
thousands at the moment of writing are dying of
starvation. The United States Federal Board
is proposing the destruction of one-third of the
year’s planted cotton; yet most of the women of
the world still suffer from a lack of adequate
underclothes. 'We are, it seems, so little able to
control the results of our own inventive skill, that
our civilization Is in danger of collapse because
we produce so much of the very things we need.
This is mechanism run riot with a vengeance.

‘When I was in Russia the walls of the factories
exhibited a poster depicting this latest paradox of
civilization. Picture a British miner’s home in
the depths of winter. The grateis empty, and a
little girl in rags asks her mother why they
cannot have a fire. ‘Because, my dear, there is
no coal.” Why is there no coal, mother? Because
Daddy is out of work and there is no mony to
buy coal. ‘Why is Daddy out of work?’ ‘Because
there is too much coal.’ . . .

Reflecting upon the situation a visitor from
another planet might be justifled in supposing
that the world was entirely mad. I do not myself
think that this explanation is correct. It is,
however, the case that the irrational elements in

man have for the present got the better of the -

rational elements. The world contains many
reasonable men but they suffer under two dis-
abilities. First, they have not the faintest idea
of what they can do to mend matters. Secondly,

even if they had, they have no means of making

their reasonableness felt. If the forces of reason

could be organized as determinedly as the forces
of unreason, they could, I believe, control the
world without difficulty. But reasonableness is
an arm-chair quality. No man has ever exerted
himself in favour of the probably true proposition
that 7+ 7 =49, nor is popular enthusiasm aroused
for proposals to improve health and education by
which mankind would be benefited. Intellectuals,
moreover, divided against each other and con-
sumed with mutual jealousies are inherently un-
organizable. Whatever the explanation, there is
no doubt of the fact; there was never a time
when men of reason pulled so little weight in the
world as to-day, nor, until the world has destroyed

itself with unreason, are they likely to come into
their own.

So far I have spoken only in general terms of
that disparity between scientific skill and social
wisdom which T have taken as the text of this
chapter. I will conclude by illustrating the theme
from an example which, coming more directly
‘within my personal experience, has touched me

‘more closely than any other of the consequences '
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of endowing with the results of the work of half a
dozen men of genius a population with the minds
of schoolboys and the souls of typists.
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: Rs. 10,62,245.

107, Armenian Street.
Bazaar Branch:—
260, China Bazaar Road.
Madura, Karaikudi,
Virudhunagar, Tuticorin,
Kumbakonam, Tiruvarur, Erode,
& Vlzlanagaram Pudukottah, Tmnevelly,
' - Salem and Trichinopoly.
SUB OFFICES:—
Shiyali, Chidambaram,
Conjeevaram and Tanjore.
: A1 kinds of Banking
—~ ° ' Business undertaken on terms
which may be ascertained on application.
s N. N. SANKARALINGA IYER.

. 7S Managing Director,
H):'Z Amenlan Street, Mndras.
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