KALANILAYAM

safinls 5 a%v 0-2-6 g{@

GHNTBEOWID

B Titerary Wleckly
oNwiripetC Er pup GQaraflaimd.

26T BIG—aumay FEgr m. 7 0 0
Lp EIG—eibhay FbsT @'. 9 0 0

FeVNHevlLh s
Gaswmmemic Gz,

YTenFLng s, Caedr T,

Vol. 8] 1935 @y oz ®er 15 6 @ [No. 23
GULIT@haTL_& 51D,
1. s%uwmsi (Leader) 353 5. @fuer (Breerdssr)

2. wmwwrgpert eavap (1-0 ug g, 8-v sraw)

K. @rrxn@srurerssrfwnt B.A., B.L. 855

3. w@rernll apmeT LSS0
rarel 5. Cerwss Sl yaat 357
4. 25056000 (yasw 2. sern 8. )

Shakespeare’s “‘Othello” 359

E.T. @r1Q@mevaifl gjioiomer M.A.,L.T., 361

6. swurmomues (BLSsms0 LL_eb)

T. N. Gragrzeovw B.A., B. L. 365
7. s950s5rams (/o@gé&'@g 4.)

T. A. sarsFuru ) gpselunt 366
8. arsswrerw 368

& 6v T /B e w Ip
ol g s51pp S FS@HLD .

@D’EITLLIGDTLQ el s @i (Lp FeUL Fr g B mseiier

QUGT I &FUITed eIl ESEF 1911 5 HLILIGT 66T DILD

e gallesr SIS gpeiren pEuresr o1 Sair ) Fii Sesrp

o arenioemil 2 enTSs G, oy serGine, 6Tk BTl

QumifReye weallgr e pPoraSsr p HlvenLoentiLs
Gesraupier o arBg sd & 9.090n&SBer @pi i —
Machines. Of the hundred and one Ways in
which our failure in social wisdom causes us to
misuse and misapply the goods which scientific
knowledge has bestowed, none is more striking
than the use to which we put our machines. I
have already noted how the population insisted
- upon increasing up to the limit of its machine-

“made shirts ahdivests. The 1llustraitwn, itiis obvi- '

ous, is allegorical- It is &lso symbolical of our ex-
travagant wastage of the potential goods which
machines might have bestowed. Machines, T take
'it, were invented to be man’s servents.
justification liegin their ability to increase produc-
tivity and to diminish human toil.
they produce these results, machines are beneficial,
in so far as they do not, they are nqither beneficial
* nor harmful but unnecessary. That machinery
has increased production is obvious, that it has

]whtened human toil is; however, very far from _

being the case. Men never worked so ha.rd as in

Their

In so far as

the 'ninsteenth century when machines first
became important ; they never had so little leisure

. as they have to-day when machines are dominant.

Men’s new-born ability to exploit the forces of
nature might have been expected to increase their
leisure, and to confer a certain spaeiousness and
dignity upon their lives. Yet they live at greater
pressure: than before, and the whole urgency of

‘the modern world is towards speeding  up, greater

efficiency and more intense: competition, when it
ought to be towards more ease, less hurry and
greater co-operation. These evil results are due
not to the fact that machines exist, but to the fact
that the,y are re_vered .
Besides dumms}nng lelSul'e the reverence for
machines’ is desﬁ:uctlve of joy and hostile to
beanty- Though man’s working . day is shorter
than it was at the beginning of the machine age,
it is also far duller. Machinery robs works of the
interest of a varied and creative process, and sub-
stitutes the unending rvepetition of a trivial and
monotonous task. Since the advent of machinery
few men see the beginning and end of the things
they make, while their status is thateof cogsin an
organization which is itself mechanical-

I once had an affair with a young woman who
had been engaged for elcht, hours a day for the
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preceeding five years in a process which she belie-
ved to be incidental to the making of biscuit tins.
A metal band containing holes or slots passed
immediately before her ; into each hole or slot as
it came opposite to her she was required to insert
a small peg of metal, in appearance like an elon-
gated bullet, which the band then carried on to
the next worker to be subjected to some further
process. If you did not insert your stick of metal
quick enough, you were apt to lose a finger ; my

young woman had already lost one and & half. It

was only after Thad known her for a couple of

months, when I had occasion to interview the

manager of the factory at which she worked, that

I found she was, in fact, engaged in making not

biscuit tins but umbrella ferrules.

From our irrational attitude to machines spring
two separate dangers ; the first, that we shali turn
ourselves into robots in time of peace ; the second,
that we shall blow ourselves to pieces in time of
war- In peace-time the machine threatens our
soals, in war-time our bodies-

Robotization. The danger of Robotization is
first hinted at in Samuel Butler’s Erewhon. Tt
is the function of great men to tell us not so
much what they think, as what we think- They
make us, in other Words, articulate to ourselves.
If we are not already unconsciously thinking on
our own account What they have to tell us, their
message evokes no response. The novel ideas
of which the human mind is capable are, I
imagine, strictly limited, and most of them have
already been discovered several times without
being noticed, until the time came when men’s
minds Were prepared to receive them- They were
then said to be discovered, when all that had hap-
pened was that their rediscovery for the first time

attracted attention. This, T take it, is the explana-
tion of my excitement on reading such a book as
Erewhon.T shall never forget the thrill of deligh-
ted recognition, recognition of what I had unconsci-
ously thought yet had not the wit to tell myself
consciously that I thought, when I first read the
chapter on the machines in that astonishing book.
Since Erewhon appearedin the ’eightiesa number
of writers have essayed the same theme. The Mor-
locksin H. G. Wells’s Time Machine and the
BRobots proper in ‘Karel Kapek’s R. U. R., are
-only concrete embodiments of a fear that we all
feel, a fear that runs like a recurring motif
through the symphonic disharmonies of modern
Lite:ra,ture, the fear of machines. You have only
to see the first half-dozen shots of the film Metro-
polis for the fear to take visible shape. And the
fear, if we put it into words, is that man will be-
come the slave of the machines, and that his
nature will be cast increasingly in the likeness of

his masters. The care of machines is already man’s
chief occupation. Already we spend more time
in tending and looking after machines than in
tending and looking after one another. And the
Service of the machines is no light one. Having
been brought up to expect attendance and consi-
deration, they make things very unpleasant if
they fail to getit. If they are not given fuel and
water and oil, when they expect it, if they are not
cleaned and warmed and washed and given their
meals regularly, they grow sulky, or angry and
boil over, or burst and blow up, destroying them-
selves and spreading havoc and destruction all

round them. And knowing this and fearing it,

men become increasingly subject to them. We

made machines to be our servants; but servants

have a knack of achieving mastery over their

masters by making their masters so dependent

on them that they cannot do without them. And

it is thus that the machines are learning to master

us, for—the admission may as well be made—we

cannot live without them. Deprive us of our

machines and we should starve.

The machines determine the filling of our
minds no less than that of our bellies. When
some years ago the one London Labour daily
paper, the Daily Herald, found itself in one of
its recurring financial crises, it was saved by
Odbams Press, which, although a capitalist
concern stepped in to the surprise of the newspaper
world to put the Herald on its feet. That the
Socialism of the Herald was no very serious
menace to capitalist society is, no doubt, true;
it may even be said to remove the stings of the
dispossessed masses by drawing off their revolutio-
nary ardour into football competitions and free
Insurance policies, and so to do capitalism a ser-
vice. But this possibility is obviously too subtle
to have occurred to business men, who still regard
the British Labour movement as a sinister force
alming at the overthrow of society, and some
other explanation must be sought for the action
of Odhams. This was provided by the Chairman
at the annual meeting of Odhams Press, at which
he was reported to have said that the decisive
factor in determining Odhams to take over and
capitalize the Herald, was the necessity for
providing work during the other six days of the
week for the greatly enlarged machine plant
which they had had to install for the printing of
the Sunday People. Thus it was the necessity
of providing machines with work which determi-
ned the continuance of England’s one Labour
daily. The Herald is still very mildly labour,
and presumably makes some converts to the
cause which it professes to support, so that we
may say that the political convictions of thousands
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-of human beings are largely determined by the
necessity of giving machines occupation.
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Indo-Commercial Bank, Ltd.,

Mayavaram.
Capital, Reserves, etc., as at 30th
August 1935 : Rs. 10,62,245.
BRANCHES -—
Madras Office :—
107, Armenian Street.
Bazaar Branch:—

260, China Bazaar Road.
Madura, Karaikudi,
Virudhunagar, Tuticorin,
Kumbakonam, Tiruvarur, Erode,
Vizianagaram, Pudukottah, Tinnevelly,
Salem and Trichinopoly.
SUB OFFICES:—
Shiyali, Chidambaram,
Conjeevaram and Tanjore.
All kinds of Banking

Business undertaken on terms
which may be ascertained on application.

S. N. N. SANKARALINGA IYER,
Managing Director,
Armenian Street, Madras.
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