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' The reasonableness of a civilization is chiefly
shown by the ends which its members set them-

 selves; the unreasonableness of ours by the fact
that, having achieved an unprecedented ability to

realize our ends, We propose to “ourselves those’
which are foolish, trivial and. vulgar, and fail to
give us satisfaction. Nothing in quern civiliza-
tion is more remarkable than the disparity between
our mechanical skill and our social wisdom,
between our power over nature and the mentality
Science has won
for us powers fit for the gods; a,nd %e bring to
their use the outlook of schoolboys: In knowledge
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and of how men should live together in society,
our civilisation, is in no way superior—in some
ways it is inferior—to that of the ancient (Greeks,
in scientific attainment and the ability to exploit
the powers of nature in our service Wwe have
immeasurably outstripped them. See that mecha-
nic by the roadside mending the carbarettor of
his car! In his display of scientific knowledge
and skill in its applicaticn he is behaving rather
like a superman. Ssethe same mechanic twenty
minutes later, driving in a little hell of noise and
dust and stench, unable to appreciate the country
himself and precluding the appreciation of all
who eome near him! He is behaving like a con-
geniatal idiot! compars the almost miraculous
physical process which are involved in the pro-
duction of a modern ‘talkie’ with the imbecilities
it talks, with the banalities which wireless is used
to transmit. It is a sobering reflection that
Clerk Maxwell should have lived in order that
the remoter ether might vibrate to the strains of
negroid mausic.-

The disparity is most marked where the gifts
of science have been most abundant. “We have
the best radios and the dullest radio programmes
in civilization; the best automobiles and the
fewest parking places; the higest paid actresses
and the stupidest moving pictures’; so an Ameri-
can, in illustrative comment on the theme of this
chapter- To the march of science there is no

Iimit ; we can talk across continents and oceans,
telegraph pictures, install television sets in the
home; listen to Big Ben striking in Ceylon, ride
above and beneath the earth and the sea- Mecha-
nics and washer-women own their private cars,
children talk along wires, typewriters are silent,
‘teeth-filling painless, liners have swimming baths,
crops are ripened by electricity, roads are made of
: rubber, X-rays are the windows, though which we
behold our insides, photographs speak and sing,
‘murderers are tracked down by wireless, hair is
waved by electric currents, submarines go to the
North and aeroplanes to the South Pole............
.Xet We cannot, to take a simple example, in the
midst of our enormous cities provide a little space
where poor people may play in comfort and saftey-
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< Indo-Commercial Bank, Ltd., £

2
>

Q

Mayavaram.
Capital, Reserves, etc.. as at 30th
August 1935 : Rs. 10,62,245.
BRANCHES i—
Madras Office -—
107, Armenian Street.
Bazaar Branch :—
» 260, China Bazaar Road.
Madura, Karaikudi,
Virudhunagar, Tuticorin,
* Kumbakonam, Tiruvarur, Erode,
Vizianagaram, Pudukottah. Tinnevelly,
Salém and Trichinopoly.
SUB OFFICES:—
Shiyali, Chidambaram,
Conjeevaram and Tanjore.

A1l kinds of Banking
Business undertaken on terms
which may be ascertained on application.
S. N. N. SANKARALINGA IYER,
» - Managing Director, e
107; Armenian Street, Madras.
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