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“It may be doubted whether any man, since
the world began, has ever been made religioas by
the study of religion. It may even be doubted,
though this is more questionable, whether the

great men of old whom we now recognize as the -

outstanding religious figures of history know how
religious they were- They certainly said very lit-
tle about religion, though they had much to say
about life and death and the great powers Wwhich
preside over tham both. It would seem that reli-
gion always came to these men, not when they
Wwere studying religion, but when they were study-
ing somethlng else; never came as the thing they
were directly aiming at, but always as the result,
sometimes an unexpected result, of their getting
deeply immersed in other things; deeply immersed
in the work of their hands as hunters, shepherds,
mariners, tillers of the soil, or as artists and cra-
ftsmen; deeply immersed in the joys or sorrows of
their neighbours; deeply immersed in the duties
and responsibilities of their ciizenship; deeply
immersed in the struggle for existence, the battle of
life and the bitterness of death, this last especially-
Some of them sank into an utter loneliness, and
became immersed in themselves, in profound me-
ditation on that mysterious entity which affirms its
existence by saying “I am™; and others forgetting
self altogether, become immersed in the universe
about them, in the vastness of it, the majesty of it-
Out of these deep immersions there came religion,
came spontaneously without beeing sought or
worried about, came, as it Were, by indirection.
Such seems to have been the way in which reli-
gion was born in the great men of old, not by
vigorously taking it on hand, but by taking some
thing else vigourously on hand. One might des-
cribe religion as a by-product of the persuit of
excellence; but obviously one of great value or at
least so esteemed by those who found it.”’
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Think’st thou ‘midst all this mighty sum
of things for ever speaking,
That nothing of itself will come
But thou must still be seeking
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