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7 A Pindya Inscription from Sayalkudi

S. Swaminathan

Sayalkudi is a small hamlet in the Mudukulattur Taluk of
Ramanathapuram District. A Vatteluttu inscription is found engraved on the
tier of the ardhamandapa (north) of the $iva temple of the village.'

This inscription is in a fairly good state of preservation. However, the
constant exposure to the vagaries of nature erased some letters. It measures
128 cms x 11 cms and it has four lines. It is dated in the 2+8 regnal year
of a Pindya ruler Sadaiyan Maran.

Regarding the subject matter of the record it mentions that during the
tenth regnal year (2+8th year) of Sadatyan Maran (an individual) Kannan of
Sakiilkudi donated a lamp and fifteen sheep for burning a lamp to the deity
of the same village (Sakiilkudi), which was a brahmadésa of Uldkachintamani-
valanidu. This charity was made for the merit of Ulokachintamanippéraraiyan
Araiyan Ilaiyabhattiran, who was the son of Kon of Manimangalam.

At the outset itself it may be pointed out that this record belongs to
the Pandya ruler Sadaiyan Maran Rajasimha (911-931 a.p.) the donor of the
bigger Sinnamannur plates and an arch enemy of the Chdla ruler
Parantaka I (907-955 a.p.). This identification is plausible because the above
king’s inscriptions usually mention the regnal years opposite the second year.
The palacography of the record also supports the view. Besides the inscrip-
tions of this king are found throughout the Pandya country ranging from Cape
Comorin to Kudumiyamalai.®

It is evident that the present name of the village Sayakudi was
derived from its original name Sakiilkudi. It also goes to establish the antiquity
of the village. However, there is no vestige in the village to sustain its hoary
past except the temple, where the inscription in question is engraved.
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This village is stated to be in the Ulokachintimani-valanadu. This
territorial division has not been met with in any of the records copied so far
nor is the region covered by this valanidu known. The area in and around
Sayalkudi might have formed this valanadu. It is nor correct to say that this
valanadu might have been named after a member of Pandya royal family. As
stated by Y. Subbarayalu “that valanddu had existed even prior to the reign
of Rdjarajan 1(985-1014 A.D.) in Piandimandalm and it seems these got
valanddu suffix by renaming after the attributes of some king like
Pandimarttanda-valanadu, Tiruvaludi-valanadu etc.” Ulokachintimani might
even be a little of Pandya Rajasimha. This view gains strengh from the fact
that the person after whom the charity was instituted bore the name
Ulokachintamanippéraraiyan, for it is a well known practice in ancient Tamil
country to assume the names of ruling kings and gueens.’

TEXT®

1. Svasti sri Kd-chchadaiya-Miararkku yindu irandu idan-edir pattu
ivvandu Uldkachinta-

2. mani-valanadu brahmadéyam{Sakiilkudi}-udaiyarkku tirunonda-
vilakkukkukku iv-

3. vur Kannan Mini-mangalattu-kkon magan Uldkachintimani-
ppérara;iyar} bhatarin A-

4. raiyan Ilaiyabhatarnaich-chatti vachcha vilakku onru adu
padinairiju[1*]

NOTES AND REFERENCES

. A.R Ep. No. 1989-90 No. B.160.

. Ep.Ind. Vol. XXVII, p.87,

. S.LL Vol.XIV, Nos.46-78 »

. Y.Subbarayalu, Some reflections on Pandi-mandalam ¢.700-1300 Damilica Volll, pt.3
.27. s . > .

5. lg.Swaminathzm, A Study of names as gleaned from Chola inscriptions - Studies

in Indian Place Names, Vol.XI, p.62. . . |
6. From ink impression. This is the only inscription engraved in the temple.
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BIRDHEADED PAINTINGS AND
SIGNIFICANCE IN ROCK ART OF
11 TAMILNADU

Dr. S. VASANTHI
ARCHAEOLOGIST, CHENNAI

Globally the study of Rock art and their intetpretations gained momentum in
the field of Archaeology. They not only denoted the artistic skill of the people who
had painted them also their beliefs and their daily activities. The paintings on the
rock shelters are mostly depiciting the hunting scenes and some human activities. It
is interesting and noteworthy to discuss about the depiction of bird headed man in
the rock art sites at Kilvalai and Settavatai in Villupuram District of Tamil Nadu.

Before going in to details of these paintings, these are good numbers of
representation of bird headed human beings in the form of paintings, terracotta figu-
rines and also in stone, found widely all over the world. The first and foremost
depicion of bird headed man noticed in the cave paintings of Easter Island.! Ac-
cording to legend, before the coming of Christian religion the people in the Easter
Island had an annual ceremony in which they chose their Tangata-manu, or bird-
man. The ceremony combined the elements of a religious cult with those of a
competition. The winner of the competition become the ruler of the Island for one
year exactly and honoured as a deity. The bird man is represented in magnificent
sculptures made of the hard wood which the islanders carved skilfully along
with other figurines like fish, birds andhumans. The scholars believed that this
bird cult, which was not found on the other oceanic islands or any where else in the
world might be a survival of the beliefs of the people in the Easter Island and it might
be the last trace of a vanished civilization.? There were number of depiction of bird
headed man in the rock art sites in France and Spain.?

Another most spectacular figurine fron Catalhoyuk (Turkey) was one of the
smallest, seated figurines with a bulging stomach and without other feminine fea-
tures. It has a hole in the top of the body for the attachment of a head. The figurine
is complete and undamaged and it belongs to first half of 6th millennium BCE.*
This also resembles that of the bird man as noticed in the rock art.
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The research on similarites between the magalithic cultures of South India
and Southeast Asia was carried out by Dr. Ramanna, and he had stated that “at Sa-
huynh and at Phuco, Annam, Indo-China, Mlle.Colani found some small zoomor-
phic figures inside and outside the jars, which are not found m any other region. One
of them was a bird’s head with a beak like that of a duck. An anthropomorphic
figure had a head pierced by two openings, the eyes, a long neck, the body asym-
metrical, coming to a point, without limb’* This proves the close contact as well as
to some extent this areas remained as one huge land mass.

In India it is doubtful about the representation of the rock paintings with bird
headed found in Northern part of India particularly in Madhya Pradesh and
Chatisgargh region. But the anthropomorphic copper objects and terracotta figu-
rines (termed as Athiti) occurred in the Gangatic Valley someway resembles the bird
headed humans depicted in the rock arts.

In South India, particularly in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala oum-
ber of Rock Art sites were discovered. In Andhra Pradesh Dr. Chandramouli had
noticed some anthropomorphic figurines in the paintings on Rock.

In Tamil Nadu the State Department of Archaeology, Madras
University, Tamil University, Thanjavur, and some freelance art historians noticed
chain of Rock Paintings in and around Villupuram, Dharmapuri and Madurai region.
The Rock Paintings at Kilvalai and Settavarai, are important for the study as there
are paintings seen with the depicition of bird headed man.

Kilvalai: A hamlet twenty three Km from Villupuram lies in between (Lati-
tude: 12021°48;”N Longitude 79°20°29;”E) the paintings are found in four differ-
ent rocky areas and were drawn with red ochre. First picture depicts three human
beings postured side by side; one man seated on a horse, another holding its bridle
and the third man standing with outstretched hands in a way of welcoming them.
Some paintings of geometrical designs consisting of combined triangles, plus mul-
tiplication markings drawn inside the circles are also observed a picture of asun
with 17 rays is also noticed. The second group of paintings seems to be the §1ggest
in size; it depicts six men standing inarow. The third group occeurs deep inside the
ledge; one has to crawldown to observe and decipher thg paintings. Four men
standing side by side while two others were shown standing aloof them. The
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fourth group of paintings  consists of men with horned head gear and faces resem-
bling that of bird's beak. The occurrence of designs and depiction of men rowing a
boat inticates that the people knew the art of boat building and might have traded
with their neighbours. The period assigned for these paintings are from 1000 BCE
to 500 BCE.¢

Settavarai: About 15 Km west of Kilvalai near Vettavalam in Villupuram
district. (Latitute : 12°09° 42" N Longitude: 79°15°32”E). The paintings are seen
on the rock shelters of Ayyanar Malai. the animals like deer, buffalo, wild boar,
tiger, fish and some geometrical designs are found in three rock shelters at the top of
the hill in an inaccessible area. The buffaloes and other animals were portrayed only
with red ochre. But the facial part of the buffalo is totally is filled with red colour,
while rear portion of the body show strokes; Outlines in some of the paintings had
been done with red colour and the inner part filled with white pigments.

A well preseved painting of a deer, in white, standings near a fire and the
flesh pierced with a long pole or spear being grilled in the fire is also seen; depiction
of its bones resembles that of the paintings at Bhimbetka another important phe-
nomenon of this paintings is the repeated occurrence of the human palm and Bird
head human figure which were noticed in almost all ancient paintings. The date
assigned to these paintings is 1000-500 BCE.”

The discovery of unique anthropomorphic figurine from Mottur in Chengam
taluk of Tiruvanamalai district and Udayanatham in Villupuram districtand a head-
less mother goddess terracotta figurine from the excavation at Modur are to be
discussed in this contest. The comparative study of them reveal that they belong to

the transition period ie., from Neolithic to Iron age (Megalithic), they might be due
to the reminiscence of the ancient civilizaions.

A huge monolithic anthropomorphic figure found at Mottur about 25 Km
west of Tiruvananmalai.® Another anthropomorphic stone figure as same as that of
Mottur was discovered at Udayanattam, very near to Kilvalai rock paintings.®
According to Dr. Rajan, similar figures were reported in Andhra Pradesh and
Kamataka.’, he also suggest thatthe installation of anthropomorphic figure at
Mottur and Udayanattam would have come from the wertern part of Chittoor dis-
trict from Andhra Pradesh through Javadi hills in Tamil Nadu.!
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A Terracotta figurine in the depth of 1.05 mts from Modur excavation with-
out ornament and beaked head is an interesting and significance find from trench
MDR-11. It is crude in nature and hand made.'? It is solid, the interesting aspect
is the beaked head and breast is fixed manually. The hands are short. Back side of
the figurine is plain. It looks like an anthropomorphic figurine ftom Udayanatham
and the bird headed human figurines at Kilvalai.

Discussion: The ancient man could have observed the loss of breath after
death, thus he would have realized the necessity of the life and believed in the exist-
ence of the soul. He might have imagined that after the death of the human being the
soul or breath raises up wards in the form of a bird. The depiction of the bird headed
human being would have the vision of the ancient man to represent a soul for the
God of death. The man from the Easter Island, who was selected for the headship
used to wear the bird head and he was honoured as a deity. Even today masked
dances are an integral part of Indian culture in rustic and tribal living. To some
extent we can say that these similarities were due to the drift of the huge land mass
once remained intact as one i.e. Lamuriya.

To conclude, it is only a preliminary research, future analysis, probing on
the above mentioned line may through light on the submerged continent.

I. Alexander Kondratov, The riddlesof Three Oceans, Progress Publishers, Moscow-
1974, pp-30-31
ibid. p 64
Andreas Lommel, Land marks of the World's Art, London, 1966, p27-
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Ramanna, H.S., Megaliths of South India and South East Asia, ew Era Publications,
Madras, 1983, p.61
Sridhar, T.S., Rock art of Tamil Nadu, Department of Archaeology, Chennai, 2005,
pp 15-16.
7. Ibid,p21 .
8. Rajan, K, Archaeological Gazetteer of Tamil Nadu, Manoo Pathippakam,
Thanjavur, 1997-p.206
9. Ibid, 207
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MALAIPATTU-A PRE-HISTORIC SITE

S. SREEKUMAR
Technical 'Assistant

The village malaipattu, situated at 45 km. from Chennai, is on the
Tambaram-Tiruvellore route via Mudichur and Manimangalam. On the southern
side of this village a hillock with green cover which consists of shrub plant viz
Thirukalli, etc., is located. The resrerved forest on this hillock is known as
Maganiam reserved forest. This village is fringed all around by a large tank. Fox,
Snakes and Porcupine are known faunas survice here. Irular and oddar commu-
nity people inhabit this village. Malaipattu comes under the jurisdiction of
Sriperumpudur Taluk. Kanchipuram District.

In the course of exploration in the odai of Malaipattu, the occur-
rences of Upper Palaeolithic tools were noticed. The collection of antig-
uities includes hand axe and discoid. One of the implements exhibits good
workmanship with faces so worked to resembles sliced butter by a knife.
Since the cutting faces and edges are perfect, these stone tools are
identified as insitu. These implements are made of Quartzite rock. In
addition to finding of implements, Megalithic appendages namely Black &
Red ware pieces, Urn pieces and Iron objects were also traced. It is
interesting to mention the presence of Sarcophagus, Cist, and Urn burial
sites of megalithic period here. And, it is understood that the occurrences
of Terracotta pipes (Tuyeres) for smelting purpose are also available here.

The country rock of this village is granite which is quarried here
for the purpose of laying road. Availability of quartzite rock, quartz
pieces and Chert piece throw light on the existence of veins of these
rocks in this hillock. The pre-historic men of Malaipattu used small size
quartzite hand axes and micro tools, presumably arrowhead (chert) for
hunting animals. Hence, it is ascertained that transition of Palaeolithic and
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Mesolithic culture might have existed here.

Besides this, a brick from a mound, called Perumalmedu was
found. It is datable to 7 century ck. And, a Visnu sculpture without head
of Vijayanagara period was also noticed at Malaipattu village. Geologi-
cally, Sriperumpudur area is known for Gondwana formation composed
mainly of white to pink clays, shales with leaf fossils and feldspathic
sandstone. The occurrences of leaf fossils are found from the basins of
Gunduperumpudur and Navalur village, close to Malaipattu.

The megalithic Cist burial and Cairn Circle of Malaipattu are
protected as mounment by the Archacological Survey of India, Govern-
ment of India. On the basis of finding of small size quartzite tools, core
sample of Chert on exploration and the presence of Megalithic burial sites
throw light that the inhabitation at Malaipattu might have started from
Upper Palaeolithic Period.
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