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A friend, philosopher,
and guide
Sri A K P

Thiru : T. V. Ramachandran, M.A.,B.L,, J.P., Madras.

I am very happy to learn that A. K. Paranthamanar,.
M.A., whom I have known since the last four decades ever
‘since he was a student of the S.S.L.C. class in St. Paul’s
School, Madras, is to be honoured very shortly on his.
attaining the age of 60 and that a Souvenir is to be
released on the occasion in token of his invaluable
services in the cause of Tamil Literature. Nothing will
give me greater pleasure than to join those who had been
actively associated with him in recording their appre-
ciation of his qualities of head and heart and his
contribution to the Tamil world.

A good seed brings forth a good seedling even after
lying dormant for some time and so it was with the late
Santhiappa Mudaliar, a Veteran Tamil scholar, from:
whom, as his grandson, Paranthamanar should have in-
herited from all the qualities that went to make up a
Tamil scholar. Earlier foundations for his scholarship:
were laid in his High School classes by his preceptor,
Prof. S. D. Sargunar, especially in the field of Tamil
Grammar and Poetry and one noteable feature which
Paranthamanar had imbibed from his master which
earned for him his later popularity and worth has been:
his application of literary criticism in his studies and his.
appreciation of the contribution of English Literature in.
enriching our own.
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Thanks to the'active i and encour ;
“that he had received from Mr. Sargunar, he took up the
-profession of a teacher soon after passing out of the High
‘School and after this <dnterval joined the Pachaiyappa’s
“College for his Intermediate and B.A. courses, underwent
-training in the Meenakshi Training College, Chidam-
baram, and rejoined his former ‘profession in the school.
‘When again, on the advice of his Master, he completed
his M.A. in Tamil with a I'Class, ‘his bright future in the
-academic field was assured.

Even in our school days, we 'were trained to do
‘Social Service by our Principal, Rev.K.C. Mc. Pherson,
.A. (Oxon) under whose able leadership and guidance, we
were sent in batches to visit Hospitals for ministering to
the sick and the slums for educating the poor to livea
.cleaner and healthier life. This school day experience
taught us the spirit of fellowship, tolerance and ‘willing-
ness'to help the needy so that soon after leaving our
school we started running a Free Night School in
Kilpauk for the benefit of the slum children and adults
whose evening hours could be usefully employed. The
people of the locality began to love us for our Social
Service and leaders like Sri C. Rajagopalachari, Dr. S.
Muthulakshmi Reddi, Mrs. Rukmani Lakshmipathi and
the then Provincial Ministers visited our school and
encouraged us in our missionery work.

The starting of the South Indian Tamil Academy in
1925 with separate Literary and Social Service Sections
‘was a natural corrollary of our earlier training in Social
Service.  Under the auspices of this Academy, weekly
literary classes were held, public meetings organised and
pocket diaries published each year recording' our worke
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As the General Secretary of this Academy for severall
wyears, Paranthamanar has been responsible for enlarging:
its activities and contributing to its attaining high status-
as the premier Literary and Social Service organisation in.
South India.

Mr. Paranthamanar is a Tamil Scholar in the fullest:
sense of the term. Realising the maxim that what has-
been learnt is but an atom of what has yct to-be learnt,
he continues his studies of books and periodicals,.
magazines and journals and is posted with information on:
a wide scale, covering many subjects. He loves to be in
the midst of books, writes books on varied subjects,
contributes to journals and periodicals and' continues to- -
collect information from different sourcesso as to be
uptodate in his lectures. Since mere learning without
dissemination of knowledge so gained is of not of much:
use, Mr. Paranthamanar readily gives out what he has-
acquired and takes pleasure in offering guidance to:
students and Pandits as and when required without.
expectation of any monetary reward.

His invocation of the Goddess of Tamil in his Tamil®
Perundevi Tiruppalli Yeluchi - his maiden effort-showed
signs of promise, and today he is.a proud author of"
several books and poems which find' a ready reception
and offer the public, instruction on a wide field. His-
style is simple and flowing, and in verse, he excelsin the
Venba. He edited Tamil Texts for Higher Forms, wrote-
many. verses for children. His Nalla Tamil Elutha-
venduma goes along way in correcting many common:
errors in writing the Tamil language and is a valuable
guide for essay writing, precis. and Grammar to the:
student public, Pechalaraga is' designed to train our
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men in public speaking and oratory. His collection of
small poems in Kadai Nilai Kavithaigal isa record of
his random thoughts on the subject taking us deep in
Agapporul and his articles.in the Tamil Nadu on subjects
of literary interest are much appreciated by the public.
Madurai Naicker Varalaru reveals his deep interest im
research and skill in marshelling historicall anecdotes in a.
readable form.

Concentrated industry with an ambitious planning:
has its own reward and Mr. Paranthamanar is what he is
today on account of his sustained hard work over a long.
stretch of years with a will to achieve great ends.

By nature, Paranthamanar is not a strict disciplina~
rian. He is always generous and' readily gives out
whatever he could spare; with his tendency to mistake:
for gold all that glitters before his eyes, he is loathe to.
wound others” feeling. These qualities have contributed
to land him in monetary difficulties in a few instances, as.
some of his friends unscrupulously took undue advantage:
of this weakness.

As a Senior Tamil Lecturer in Thiagarajar College:
and Warden of the Students’ Hostel at Madurai, he has.
succeeded to win over the students more by his persua~
sive language and forbearance than by the wielding of an
jron hand. He has carved out a name for, himself in
Madurai, both in the literary field By his many works and
lectures and in public life by his public speeches, con-~
ducting of many marriages Hin.the'Tamll style and writing
of numerous congratulatery versesiand: epitaphs. He thus:
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shines as a jewel both in his Collegé and in Literary
wcircles. :

I join with numerous friends of his in Madras,
Madurai and elsewhere in wishing Mr. Paranthamanar
“with the grace of the Almighty a long life of continued
mrosperity and public service.
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