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Thiru G. KUCHELAR, | ;'
Worshipful Mayor of Madras.

Patron: Sri S, Satyamoorthi Memaorial
Souvenir Committee, Madras,

I am glad to note that Sri S. Satyamoorthi Memorial
Souvenir Committee is bringing out S. Satyamoorthi Memorial
Souvenir now. It is a happy coincidence that they are bringing
out this Souvenir when the statue of that great national leader
is going to be unveiled shortly. The late Thiru S. Satyamurthi
is an illustrious and outstanding Mayor of Madras who had
laid down high traditions in the Mayoral Office. He fought hard
and tried his best to enhance the prestige and dignity of the
high office of the Mayoralty on a par with that of the Mayors of
the Western Countries and succeeded to a great extent. As the ';
member of the Corporation Council and as the Mayor he did 1

|
|

" A Great Constitutional & Parliamentary Leader” ”
I
|

yeoman service for improving the civic environments of the City
and for making the Madras City, an Ideal City Beautiful. The
fact that he succeeded in bringing water to the City from the
Poondi Reservoir in quickest time possible againt very heavy odds
" shows how much influence he wielded even over the British
Administrators. The late Thiru Satyamurthi was really a beacon
light for all the Mayors to follow. It is but fitting that the 7
Corporation of Madras should have his statue within the premises |
of the Ripon Buildings. l

The late Thiru S. Satyamurthi was a great Parliamentarian
and Orator both in English and Tamil. His great debating
capacity full of retorts and repartees is still vivid in our memory.
He was famous for his interpellations and supplementary
questions which were mostly unanswerable. I congratulate the
Souvenir Committee for bringing out the Souvenir in memory of
that great Constitutional and Parliamentary Leader.

(Sd) “C" FHlsilas.







H.E. The Hon’ble .
Shri BISNURAM MEDHI
- Governor of Madras.

“ A Man of Remarkable Courage ”

I am happy to know that under the auspices of the Corporation
of Madras, a statue of the late Sri S. Satyamurthi will be installed
and that a souvenir in connection with the unveiling of the statue
will be brought out.

In the galaxy of our patriots whose services and sacrifices are
written in golden letters in the history of India which relates to the
period of the struggle for freedom, Sri Satyamurthi occupies a very
prominent place. He will always be remembered by his admirers
and friends for simple living and high thinking. He distinguished
himself in every way as a parliamentarian, asa public orator and
as a worker - with a dedicated spitit of service. He was a man of
remarkable courage and won the hearts of many for his bold
approach to the problems that faced the country during his life time.

His great contribution to the country’s cause in the fight
for our independence will, I am sure, serve as an example and
inspiré our younger generation to- strive its best for unity, stability

and solidarity.

(Sd.) Bisnuram Medhi.
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H.E. The Hon’ble
Shri V. V. GIRI, Bar-at-Law,
Governor of Kerala.

“ Qutstanding Parliamentarian

I had the privilege of knowing late Shri Satyamoorthi from the year
1916, when I returned from England after my studies. He had even then made
a name for himself as an able orator and powerful speaker who could sway
the entire audience. My association with him became closer during the years
1934-37 when we were working together in the Central Legislative Assmbly
under the leadership of Bhulabai Desai. Satyamoorthi was then the Secretary
and later he became the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party in the Assembly.

: He was an ideal parliamentarian who studied all the questions
thoroughly and had a full grasp of the different subjects discussed in the house.
His logical and penetrating analysis and clear and forceful exposition of the
‘peoples’ point of view won him a pride of place in the Central Legislature.
During the Budget Sessions, he used to speak continuously for two or three
days, sallying often with wit and sarcasm of the Government and its policies
keeping the entire House spell-bound. The Government was always nervous
when he started his oration for he would expose them to the hilt.

When the Provincial autonomy was granted and the Congress Govern=
ments came into power in different States, it was expected that he would hold
a key position but it was a shock and disappointment to him and to many of
his friends that he was over-looked. He urderstandably felt that he was not
treated fairly. ; -

We were together in jails both at Vellore and Amraoti as fellow-
internees. His health was in no proper.shape even while he was arrested and
it became worse. We feared that he might pass away in Amraoti jail itself.
His one thought was always of his daughter, Lakshmi, whom he loved very
dearly. He was sent to Madras where he breathed his last. Indeed he was a
patriot who sacrificed himself to the cause of Motherland.

Satyamoorthi’s activities were varied and whatever he took up he
devoted himself with earnestness, zeal and enthusiasm. As a model Mayor of
Madras, he was responsible for expansion of the water supply scheme by the
erection of Poondi Reservoir which to-day rightly bears his name.

Many'leaders were groomed by Satyamoorthi who believed in creating a
cadre of workers to serve the cause of independence of India. :

Satyamoorthi was indeed an outstanding parliamentarian who would

have made a deep imprint in any Parliament. As long as such democratic
institutions exist, his name shall ever be remembered.

(8d.) V. V. Girt,






Dr. C. P. Ramaswami Alyer,
Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University.

“ A Gifted Political Leader”’

I am happy to learn that it is proposed to publish a
Souvenir in connection with the unveiling of a statue of
Sri S. Satyamurthy in the Ripon Building garden.

Sri Satyamurthy was not only a gifted political leader
and an one-pointed patriot but he was also a finished scholar
in English, Sanskrit and Tamil and one who distinguished
himself not only as an orator of rare persuasive powers but
as one who lent his support to all worthy national causes.

(Sd.) Dr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer.

Sri R. M. Dave,
Ex. Sheriff of Madras.

“ Dynamic Leader”

Late Shri Satyamoorthi was one of the few dynamic
leaders of the Gandhian Era. He was in the forefront of
the freedom fight and sacrificed everything to free Mother-
land from foreign bondage. His services to the country

as a member of the All India Congress Committee,  as

a member of the Central Assembly and State Assembly
and as the City Father and Mayor of Madras should be
written in letters of gold. As an orator few could equal
him and probably he was the only opposition leader that
could receive encomiums from the treasury Benches.

Shri S. Satyamoorthi Memorial Souvenir Committee
deserves to be congratulated for bringing out the”Souvenir

in token of the love and affection that the Nation has

for the late lamented Lion amongst our leaders.

(Sd.) R. M. Dave,



Sri R. Ramanathan Chettiar, M. P.
Ex. Mayor of Madras.

“ A1l India Leader”

I am indeed happy to learn that your Committee is
releasing the ‘Satyamurthi Memorial Souvenir” at the time of
unveiling the Bronze Statue of our late lamented leader Sri.
S. Satyamurthi, at the Rippon Building Garden early in June
1963. Needless on my part to say that late Sri Satyamurthi was an
all India leader, respected and loved by one and all alike. He
considered freedom as his birthright and fought fearlessly to win the
country’s freedom for more than three decades and has courted
imprisonment several times.

His command of language and oratory were supreme and
his speeches in the Central Legislature were considered as models.
Many an elder Congressmen remember even to-day the respect he
commanded among his colleagues in the Central Legislature in
pre-independence days.

Though occupied for a major part of his life in consolidating |
and strengthening the Congress movement in the country and in
Tamil Nad in particular, and engaged in fighting the foreign
Government, he identified himself with the civic life of the City
by providing various long felt civic amenities, clearance of
slums, etc. Satyamurthi Sagar which meets the water requirements
of the City today is a lasting example of his far-sightedness. He did
not spare any pains and succeeded to a great extent in making
Madras the “City Beautiful ’, during his term as a Councillor and
later as Mayor of Madras.

-~ India has produced only few sons to surpass our late lamented
leader. His dynamic personality, his high calibre, integrity, enthu-
siasm, honesty of purpose have given him a permanent place in
the history of the Freedom movement of the country.

It is oply in the fitness of things that the Statue of this dynamic

leader of India who laid his life at the altar of freedom fight is to be
unveiled by the great Asian leader, our beloved Prime Minister.

Ao a8 be (8d.) R. Ramanathan Chettiar.
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\ “ My Motherland, Bharath should become
| free and prosperous. The Tricolour Flag
Il should fly high and flutter proudly from the
| Flag staff in the Fort St. George. Honey
‘ and milk should in the rivers of my country
; and my people should work hard and
l happily and live in peace and prosperity.
Madras should become the city beautiful.
This is my Dream >
\
|
|

So said

SATHYAMURTHY

the real builder of the Indian National Congress in Tamilnad

The dream of this vnique orator, outstanding

parliamentarian, self-less patriot, freedom

fighter and the man of culture and great
scholar is conting true.

* We pay our homage to Sathyamurthy the unconquered hero of

many battles.

Easun Engineering Cn I.td

Eswaran & Sons. (Agenmes) Private Lid.
Hackbridge - Hewittic & Easun Ltd
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The Hon’ble B
Sri R. VENKATARAMAN,
Minister for Industries,
Govt. of Madras.

“ Selfless Savant”

Few among the patriots who participated in the freedom struggle
could excel Sri S. Satyamoorthi as parliamentarian. A gifted orator,
both in English and Tamil, he swept the audience before him whether
it be a mass meeting or the Legislature in the State or the Centre. It is
good for younger generation to know that all this great ability was
assiduously cultivated by patient and painful preparation before
actual performance. As a legislator he used to prepare the inter-
pellations and also the supplementaries that he wanted to ask. Asa
debater he used to prepare his points very carefully and thoroughly
and hide them in small notes inside the palm of his hand. He seldom
attended any meeting without completely mastering the agenda before
the committee or the conference. It is this great quality of industry
that took him from the back benches of the Corporation to its
Mayoralty and to the front bench in the Legislature of the State and
the Centre. ~

The great sacrifice that the late Sri Satyamoorthi made towards
the achievement of freedom has not been fully realised. Endowed
with a poor and indifferent health, he heroically bore the brunt of
suffering imposed on him by the, foreign autocracy. He never com-
plained about it and bore all the suffering in silence. It is a great
misfortune of the State and country that at the time when his services
as an administrator would have been most useful, he had unfortunately
been snatched away. But he has left behind him a trail of glory as a
model parliamentarian, as a sincere and staunch soul, as a devoted
and pious Hindu and above all as a self-less savant in the service of
humanity.

Let us cherish his memory.

(Sd.) R. Ven.,.l:ataraman'.






Sri O. PULLA REDDI, I1.C.S.
Adviser, Ministry of Economic &
Defence Co-ordination,

Govt of India, New Delhi,

“ A Dynamic Person ”

I am happy to learn that the memory of Sri S. Satyamoorthi
is being kept alive by the installation of a Bronze Statue at the Ripon
Building Gardens and that the formal unveiling will be done by our
illustrious Prime Minister.

When I was a student in the Madras Christian College and
later in the early stages of my official career in the Madras State
during the twenties and thirties, the voice of Sri S. Satyamoorthi
was reverberating throughout the length and breadth of India, and
the younger generation looked upon him as the flag-bearer of India’s
struggle for freedom. I came to know him almost intimately
during the period of his Mayoralty, when I happened to be the
Commissioner of the Madras Corporation. . He was truly a dynamic
person and notwithstanding the war years and attendant difficulties,
we managed to push through various beneficent schemes for the
Madras city largely because of his untiring zeal and devotion to
his duties. When a little later he died prematurely as a result of
many privations during repeated jail incarcerations, I had the
melancholy satisfaction as the then Commissioner of Madras
Corporation of making all necessary arrangements for his being

appropriately laid to rest in a corner of Tyagaraja Nagar, a
suburb of the city which he dearly loved.

It is good that his memory is being kept alive by the
installation of a statue to serve as an inspiration for a generation
that does not know him intimately and for posterity.

(Sd.) O. Pulla Reddi.



The Hon’ble

Dr. P. V, CHERIAN,

Chairman, Madras Legislative Council,
Ex. Mayor of Madras,

‘“ A World Figure ”

We are very happy that the statue of the late Mr.
S. Satyamoorthi will be unveiled by our revered Prime
Minister in June and that in this connection a Souvenir
is being brought out. '

We congratulate the organisers on the great honour
they are doing to the memory of the Late Mr. S. Satya-
moorthi.

Mr. Satyamoorthi was a world figure who shed light
 and lustre everywhere he went. He was an outstanding
Congress leader, orator, and friend.

(Sd.) P. V. Cherian,
(Sd.) Mrs. Tara Cherian.

Dr. P. SRINIVASAN, M.P., M.C.
¢ Valient Fighter ”

The late Shri S. Satyamurthi was a genius of high
order. I have known him even as a student and folfowed‘
his career as a Councillor, Mayor of Madras, a member
of the Central Legislature - a politician and orator. His
speech in public used to be heard in thousands. He was the
Torch bearer of Freedom struggle. Alas! he breathed
his last before the Independence. May the younger
generation emulate the example of this valiant fighter for
freedom and distinguished Parliamentarian.

(Sd.) P. Srinivasan.






Sri T. M. Krishnaswami Aiyar,
Retd. Chief Justice, Kerala.

“ Great Scholar ”

True to the traditions of ineffacable gratitude and loyal
memories that our country has always preserved towards
the pioneers and memorable fighters for India’s independence,
I rejoice that the time has now come for the just and apt
appreciation and the meed of homage due to and deservedly
earned by Sri S. Satyamurthi. During the exciting days of the
Home Rule Movement his appearance in the public platform
worked as a charm. His forceful personality, his eloquence his
great sacrifice, his unique ability in the marshalling of India’s case
for political independence made an astonishing impression in
public life. .

He secured great and immeasurable gains by virtue of his
avbility, deep study, and his stirring eloquence. His trying
political life cast an abnormal strain on his health and India
went sad at his early demise. His work stands amongst the basic
foundations of India’s effort and struggle put forth by India’s
greatest of patriots. His mastery of English, Sanskrit and
Tamil, his extraordinary remembrance of political events in the
world’s history, gave him a mastery over his audience which
will be always remembered with pride and gratitude by the
nation. Long live his memory for unique sacrifice and
memorable National work.

(8d.) T. M. Krishnaswami Aiyar.

Dr. G. JACOB,
Vice-Chancellor,
Patna University.

“Great Son”

My first recollection of the late Shri S. Sathyamoorthy is that
of a silver-tongued orator who held his audiences spell-bound for
one full hour. He could do this because there was sincerity of
purpose and sincerity of conviction behind the eloquent and
soul-stirring words of which he was a great master. Shri Satyamoorthi
was a by-word for all that was best in the Indian National movement.
He was an embodimnet of fearlessness of mind, strength of conscience
and integrity of purpose. His Statue which is being unveiled on
the 14th June by our Prime Minister will be an inspiration to
generations of people who may profitably try to emulate his great

example. :

- May I, on this auspicious occasion, offer my humble tribute
of homage to this great son of Mother India.

(Sd.) G. Jacob.



The Hon. Dr. jiva Raj Meiﬁd
Chief Minister, Gujarat.

‘“ Patriot - Scholar ”’

On the ocassion of the unveiling Ceremony of the Late
Sri S. Satyamurthi’s statue by the Prime Minister of India,
I would like to pay tributes to the great patriot -Scholar
and a great parliamentarian of the pre-independence era.

This statue will be constant reminder of the great
queality of the Late Shri Satyamoorthi which I hope will be
cherished with great esteem on the affection by a host of
colleagues and the younger generation in the country.

I wish the Satyamoorthi Memorial Souvenir Committee
and the Ceremory all success.

(Sd.) Jivaraj Mehta.

Srimathi KUMUDINI DEVI, M. L. A.
Mayor of Hyderabad

“ Great Soul”

Iam glad to learn that the people of Madras have
decided to erect a Statue of late Sri S. Satyamurthi and that
it is being wunveiled by our beloved Prime Minister
Sri Jawaharlal Nehru on 14th June 1963. The decision to
release a Souvenir on this occasion depicting the life and
sacrifices of this great son of Bharat whose indomitable
courage and sacrifice at the time when the country was
under the foreign yoke, is commendable and it is a befitting
honour to this great soul. By doing so the people of
Madras have really honoured themselves.-

(Sd.) Kumudini Devi,

e ——
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The Hon’ble | ; 5
Shri R. SANKAR i
Chief Minister, Kerala,

‘“ Beacon Light”

Among the illustrious freedom-fighters of our country
whose names have gone into the pages of history, the late
Satyamoorthi occupies no insignificant a place. As one who
has made substantial contributions in the matter of main-
taining the highest level of parliamentary practices, Satya-
moorthi will always be remembered with admiration by his
fellow countrymen. Sobriety of thought and clarity of
expression have added colour and lustre to his magnificent
personality and I have no doubt that his name will continue
to serve as a beacon light inspiring future generations. It is
therefore only in the fitness of things that such an eminent
son of our country is honoured. On the occasion of the
unveiling of the statue by our beloved Prime Minister, I have .
great pleasure in sending my best wishes for the success of
the function. I also wish the Souvenir published in this
connection all success.

(Sd.) R. Sankar.

Sri M. A. Chidambaram,
Ex. Mayor of Madras.

““ Savant of India”’

Late Shri S.Satyamoorthi was a great Corporator
and a very popular leader. I congratuiate the Mayor and
the Councillors of the Corporation of Madras for deciding
to instal the statue of late Shri Satyamoorthi in the
Ripon Buildings Garden and Sri Sathyamoorthi memorial
Souvenir Committee for bringing out a Souvenir. The
Corporation could never have chosen a better place to
house the Statue. May his statue remind the genera-
tions to come of the great work this savant of India did
for the City ! )

(Sd.) M. 4. Chidambaram.









Sri K. S. Ramaswamy Sastri,
Retd. Judge

“Symbol of Indian Culture”

It is twenty years since S. Satyamurthi left us, but India
can never forget him because, he was a symbol of Indian
Culture and a loyal and sincere and passionate patriot of
India.. I remember how on a memorable occasion, the
silver-tongued orator, S. Satyamurthi, concluded one of his
great orations with the thrilling and memorable words: “Who
lives if India dies? Who dies if India lives?”” The flaming
light of patriotism shone in his heart throughout his life,

His life was crowded with great events though he did
not become a Minister of State. Throughout his life he was
an admirer and follower of Mahatma Gandhi and a tireless
and passionate worker for United Independent Properous
India. His oratory was remarkable both for manner and
matter, and he excelled as a speaker in both English and
Tamil. He was the darling of the audiences wherever he: went
and spoke, whether the subject was political or cultural. His

achievement as a scholar and a speaker and a statesman had
few paraliels.

The City of Madras will be grateful to him far ever, as
he amply supplemented the Red Hills lake water supply by
bringing into being the Poondi Reservoir, which the grateful
City has appropriately called “Satyamurthi Sagar”.

(Sd.) K. S. Ramaswamy Sastri.



Sri A. i’arthasaratily,
Editor, The Conservative.

““ A Great Political Leader”

Sri S. Satymurthi, the ablest of orators and a great
political leader lived and died in the service of his country-
men, for whom the welfare of the citizens was greater than his
own. As Mayor of the Madras Corporation, -he looked
far ahead and brought into being the Poondi Reservoir
Scheme, which is now responsible for the plentiful supply
of drinking water to the vast expanding Madras.

Sri S. Satyamurthi had a great regard for journalists
and while speaking at a meeting of the journalists, he said;
“But for journalists, the words of Public men would not
be read by tens of thousands of people. South India could
well be proud of the high standard its journalism had set
and to them credit is due for the high level to which public
life has been elevated in this part of the country . :

(8d.) A. Parthasarathy.

Svi A Arngschalam B A BE A RUD S
Advocate. Bl

“ A Rich Heritage ”’

Sri S. Satyamurthijiwas not rich but possessed a rich
heritage in the shape of his services to the country. Young
men thronged in numbers to work for him. He won the
elections purely through his great capacity to speak. His
career in the Central Legislature was outstanding and is too
well known. He made a mark in All-India politics.

It was a pity that hedid not live long to enjoy the
fruits of his labours. He did not get the honours which
many of his followers got later but which he richly deserved.
He has anyhow carved for himself a chapter in the history
of our political movement.

(Sd.) A. Arunachalam.



Sri K. Rajah Iyet, .
‘Advocate-General, (Retd.)
Madras.

“ A Gifted Orator”

- My memories of and association with the late S. Satyamurthi
go back almost to the time when I came to Madras in 1907 to join
the Presidency College. Himself and my brother-in-law were class-
mates and chums, both hailed from Pudukottah and if my memory
serves me right, he was a tutor in the Christian College when
I joined the Presidency College; and right from that time my
acquaintance with him grew step by step till it ripened into a close
friendship which lasted- till his death. I have known the hopes and
aspirations which animated him and the doubts and fears that
clouded and assailed him while yet a young man. Innumerable were
the difficulties which he had to encounter in his earlier years, but
his enthusiasm never dimmed. In later years he came into contact
with the late Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar while T was working in his
office as his chief junior. Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar immediately took

~ to Mr. S. Satyamurthi on account of his rare political ability and he
gave him every encouragement in the professional field. He associa-
ted Satyamurthi with him in very important cases which gave
Satyamurthi money; but however much Satyamurthi tried to make
a place for himself in the legal firmament, Destiny had willed other-
wise; and the lure of politics proved too strong for him to resist. He
was one of those personalities to whom political recognition did not
come during his life time in the measure which he expected. He
would indeed have been happy if he had been selected as a Minister
when the Congress assumed office and I know that his disappointment
was indeed great. He was a gifted orator; one who could speak as
eloquently in Tamil as in English and sway audiences. There has
been several occasions when he has opened out his heart to me, and
I can confidently say that he was filled with a kind of religious fervour
in politics. There were undoubtedly critics who said unkind and
harsh things about him but he did not deserve them. The rigors of
jail life were too much for his frail frame and he died while yet young

~ a sad loss to the country. His letters to his beloved daughter which
have been published bespeak the man that he was.

(Sd.) K. Rajah Iyer.
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What We Will Do In Assembly

Sri S. SATYAMURTHI

Already about 40 seats have been
captured by the Congress in the
Assembly. I expect at least 10 more
seats will be captured. Besides these
50 seats there will be at least 15 other
members. Hindus and Muslims who
though they do not formally belong to
the Congress Party, will normally act
with the Congress Party. We shall be,
therefore, for all practical purposes a
party of 65. 1 am, moreover, confi-
dent that we shall attract a few more
to our party for the law of accretion
is as valid in politics as in physics. I
am, therefore quite hopeful that when
the new Legislative Assembly starts
we shall be able, on critical occasions
to defeat the Government.

The return of all Congress can-
didates in this Province has a few
distinct lessons for the Government
and the Anti-Congress parties. The
sheer number of votes cast in favour
of the candidates is almost staggering
in its size and must be an eye-opener
to the Bureaucracy and its supporters.
Let there be no mistake about it.
Almost all the Congress candidates
were opposed by men holding diffe-
rent political and social opinions. But
practically all of them were supported
by the Justice party and specially by
the Rajah of Bobbili, the Chief
Minister of the Province. It did not
matter to them whether the Anti-
Congress candidate was a Justice
Party man or a political non-entity or
a social reactionary, it wasenough for

~ them. that they opposed the Congress

candidate. If ever there was a clear and
unegivocal verdict against the Justice
Party and its Ministry, it was during
these elections,

The vast majority of Non-
Brahmin votes have been cast in
favour of the Congress candidates.
Justice Party, therefore, can no longer
honestly claim to represent any
genuine Non-Brahmin interests. On
the other hand, the Non-Brahmins
have shown that they have absolute
faith in the integrety of the Congress.
Indeed, inside the Congress ranks
there is no distinction or difference
between Brahmin and Non-Brahmin
or Hindu and Muslim. The return of
candidates like Mr. Samuel Aaron, 2
Christian against a high caste Hindu
like Mr. Prabhakara Thampan must
convince everybody that the interests
of the minorities are absolutely safe
in the hands of the Congress.

As a Brahmin I should like to say
one thing. The job-hunting Non-
Brahmin is no better and no worse than
the job-hunting Brahmin. Both of
them have been shown their places in
the recent elections. But there is one
thing to be done in this Prcsidency
before we can bring about absolute
reconciliation among all communities

'which is a desideratum for the poli-

tical progress of this Province, i.e.,
there should be absolute social equa-
lity in thought word and deed. I
respectfully and sincerely appeal to
my Brahmin friends to do everything
in their own power to remove any
superiority complex on their part and
to treat Non-Brahmins as brothers in
the real sense of that word. The “res-
ponse of the Non-Brahmin and
Brahmin ladies to the Congress has
done great good to my heart. I appeal
to the Brahmin and Non-Brahmin
ladies who worked together in this



election to cement that friendship and
give a clear lead to a true and mutual
understanding and friendship between
Brahmins and Non-Brahmins which
will usher in a new era of political
and social progress in this Province.
To my Non-Brahmin friends I have a
word to say equally respectfully and
sincerely. I beg of them not to labour
under any inferiority complex. They
are as able, as patriotic and as disin-
terested as any other community.
They can hold their own. It is their
proud privilege to take their rightful
part in the struggle for India’s free
dom. When India is free and then
alone can all communities live happy,
contented, free and manly lives in
this country.

As for our work in the Assembly
I can assure all the people of this
Province that our first duty will be to
reject any constitution sought to be
foisted on this country which falls
short of national demand for Purna
- Swaraj. After having done that, we
shall press for a Constituent Assembly
to settle the future constitution of
India. If the Government does not
listen to our demand, we shall make
that a central issue in the next elec-
tions to the Provincial Legislatures,
which should come up before the end
of the next year.
hope, we are returned with thumping
majorities to all the Provincial Coun-
cils, we shall reiterate the demand. If
even then the demand be not acceded
to by the Government, we shall pro-
ceed to summon a Constituent Assem-
bly ourselves, which shall consist of
all the elected Congress Representa-
tives in the Provincial Legislatures
and in the Assembly and the members
of the newly constituted All-India
Congress Committee. We shall also
invite the few other elected ‘members
of the Legislatures who may belong to

And when, as I’

other parties. That Assembly will frame
the future constitution of India. If
necessary, that Assembly will also
decide and forge all legitimate and
peaceful sanctions for enforcing the
united will and demand of the Indian
Nation.

I must also state that while
doing these fundamental things in the
interests of the nation we shall neglect
no opportunity to serve the immediate
interests of the Province and of the
country. We have no use for Imperial
preferences or Ottawa pacts and the
likes of them. We want India’s fiscal
freedom to be unfettered by any i.m—
perial obligations save those which
are demonstrably in the interests of
India. We shall therefore oppose all
such pacts. We shall strive our best
to get all Repressive laws repealed, all
detenues released and compensation
paid to all those who have bitterly
suffered during the Non-Co-operation
and Civil Disobedience movements.
We shall also do our best to reduce
taxation especially the income-tax on
lower incomes, the postal charges and
the enhanced duties on sugar, steel
and other products manufactured in
the country. We shall be a disciplined
and organised party shall attend every
meeting of the Assembly and show
our mettle. When we return from
Delhi after the sessions we shall give
an account of our work to our voters
and take their verdict for future work.

There is one word I should like
to say on the result of the elections in
the Province on the future of politics
here. I want His Excellency the
Governor and his Advisers to under-
stand clearly the issues on which this
election was fought and won. In the
very first manifesto which I issued on
behalf of my candidature to the City
Madras I said :

ii



“ It 1s the duty of all other parties
now to stand aside and let the
Congress obtain the verdict of the
electorates in its favour. But if for any
reason they do not choose to do so it
is for the electorate to show by their
votes that they do not like other par-
ties fighting the Congress at a time
when the Congress is merely seeking
the verdict of the electorates in favour
of the freedom of India.”

The electorate has clearly shown
that it has no use for other parties
who fought the Congress.

DUTY OF THE GOVERNOR

In the next manifesto which I
issued I deliberately asked the voters
not to vote for the Justice Party or its
nominee because the Justice Party
has no political policy or programme
of its own, is an Anti-National and
Anti-Congress Party has supported
the ruthless repression of the Bure-
aucracy against the Congress and is
purely a provincial party and has no
All-India organisation or outlook.
The electorate has given its verdict
definitely against the Justice Party.

In the third and the last mani-
festo which I issued to the electorate I
said  to vote for the Justice Party or
its nominee is a vote against India’s
freedom. Please therefore reject the
Justice  Party’s  nominee. The
Congress has alread captured seven
unopposed seats in India’s Legislative
Assembly. It will easily be the greatest
political party in the Assembly. Let
Madras have the honour of sending
its quota to that Party . The electo-
rate has responded to that appeal
nobly and as send its full quota of 11
Congress men to the Congress Party
in the Assembly. In view of this
clear and unequivocal verdict it is now

the duty of His Excellency the
Governor to settle his course of action
having reference to the Instrument of
Instructions issued to all Governors
by the King at the time,of the introdu-
ction of the present reforms. That
Instrument say ¢ inter alia.’

“ You shall bearin mind that it
is necessary and expedient that those
now and hereafter to be enfranchised
shall appreciate the duties, reponsibi-
lities and advantages which spring
from the privilege of enfranchisement
that is to say that those who exercise
the power henceforward entrusted to
them of returning representatives to

the Legislative Councii being enabled

to perceive the effects of their choice
of a representative and that those who
are returned to the Council, being
enabled to perceive the effects of
their votes given therein shall come to
look for the redress of their grievances
and the improvement of their condi-
tion to the working of representative
institutions.”

“ You shall assist Ministers by
all means in your power in the admi-
nistration of the Transferred subjects
and advise them in regard to their

relations with the  Legislative
Council .
“In considering a Minister’s

advice and deciding whether or not
there is sufficient cause in any case
to dissent from his opinion you shall
have due regard to his relations with
the Legislative Council and to the
wishes of the people of the Presidency
as expressed by their representatives
therein”.

Now that the wishes of the people
have been definitely ascertained, it is
not right that the Governor should
keep in office these Ministers who re-
present nobody but themselves. If



however the Governor feels that there
is no alternative party in the Council
to take charge of the transferred sub-
jects it is for him to order the disso-
lution of the Council which has over-
stayed its time for nearly two years.
Then he will be giving a constitutional
opportunity to the people of the Pro-
vince to express their clear opinion.

INVITATION TO JUSTICE
PARTY

In conclusion I should like once
more to extend a public invitation to
the present members of the Justice
Party to join the Indian National
Congress. There can be and there is
no insult in such a request. It is not
an insult to ask conforming Hindus to
attend and worship in Hindu temples

or conforming Muslims to attend and
worship in mosques or conforming
Christians to attend and worship in
Christian Churches. I claim that the
Indian National Congress is the
temple of India’s freedom. I have
a right and a duty to ask all Hindus
to come and worship there. In that
spirit of humility and service I invite
all of them to join the Indian Nati-
onal Congress. Sir Samuel Hoare
said in a proud and arrogant moment
that the caravan will pass on what-
ever dogs bark. The election has
given a resounding answer to it. The
Caravan of the Indian National Con-
gress will pass on towards Swaraj
whatever British or Indian dogs may
bark.

VANDE MATARAM
(23 Nov. 1934)
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SRI SATYAMURTHI'S VERSATALITY

The Hon Sri C. R. PATTABHI RAMAN,
(Union Deputy Minister for Labour & Employment and Planning, New Delhi).

‘ Sri Satyamurthi was a versatile
personality. Icame into contact with
him when 1 was in my teens, asa
student. He was a friend of our
family and this friendship never lost
its lustre inspite of my father and he
having had to oppose each other on
many occasions on the floor of the
Legislative Assembly at Madras.

Sri  Satyamurthi hailed from
a talented family in Pudukottai. He
distinguished himself as a Member of
the Senate and the Syndicate of the
University of Madras and was instru-
mental in maintaing the high
standards of the University during the
time he has connected with it. As
a lawyer, he would, in apny free
country, have risen to great heights.
Many of the judges who were
Britishers and some of our own
countrymen on the Bench did not take
kindly to him. Worldy success in the
shape of money and worthwhile gifts
in the Bar were denied to him.

It is possible that many of my
readers may not be aware that he had
great histrionic talent and was 1In
charge of Sanskrit and Tamil Drama
Sections in the Suguna Vilas Sabha,
the leading amateur dramatic club in
South India. He and Sri P. Sambanda
Mudaliar, and Sri V. V. Srinivasa
Aiyengar did much to make the
‘Navaratri dramatic  performances
a great success. It was. 10 the Sabha,
when I was very young, that he made
me speak, for the first time, in public.
[ had to deputise for my father, the
President of the Sabha, who was away

from Madras, during the celebrations
on the President’s day in the Sabha.

It was, however, as a political
leader that Sri Satyamurthi was able
to shine in all brilliance. I was quite
young and just getting out of my high
school when he was a Member of the
Legislature in Madras. The Assembly
then contained a galaxy of talent, and
he and C. R. Reddy, to mention only
two names, were giving their best to
Madras as Members of the Opposition.
He clashed with the Members of
Government frequently. As already
indicated, my father who was then
Law Member and he had to cross
swords frequently. It must, however,
be placed on record that when really
constructive work had to be done, Sri
Satyamurthi was most helpful. His
contribution during the debates on
Pykara and Mettur Projects, as also

the Tuticorin and Vizagapatnam
Harbour  projects, had been
noteworthy. When the Indian

National Congress met at Madras, he,
along with the late Dr. U. Rama Rau,
took a leading part in the organisation
and establishment of All India Music
Conference. He made my father
inaugurate it. This was one of the
early occasions when my father had to
clash with some of his colleagues in
Government who did not think it
proper for a Member of Government
to take part in the celebrations of the
Indian National Congress in Madras.
My father took the stand that there
was very little difference between him
and the members of the Indian.
National Congress on miang matters



and reminded his colleagues that he
was himself the General Secretary of
the Congress. It was about this time
that the Simon Commission came to
Madras and Sri Satyamurthi made me
take a leading part in the picketing
and boycott outside Presidency College
where I studied. It was a piquant
situation, for my father was in charge
of law and order. Sri Satyamurthi
took all of us from the Presidency
College to the Beach opposite and in
a memorable speech, asked us to stay
away from the College. My Principal,
Fyson, did not approve of our atten-
ding the meeting and fined us all
heavily for taking part in the function
on the beach. The only good thing
that came out of the fine was that
some furniture was purchased with
that money for the college and a new
clock tower with a clock with four
faces, was installed from out of the
monies collected from wus. It was
called the Fyson Clock Tower for
a long time, and I think it should be
named ‘Satyamurthi Clock Tower’
because he was indirectly responsible
for the amenity.

SriSatyamurthi was silver-tongued
orator. Whether he spoke in Sanskrit,
Tamil or English, it was not only clear
and precise, but it was also so
beautifully modulated.  Actually,
whenever he and two or three other
orators I knew spoke on public
functions and musical entertainments,
it was a severe handicap for the star
artiste, because the crowd was eager
only to listen to Satyamurthi. I so
distinctly remember his speaking when
the Yuvaraja of Mysore came to
Madras fora Music Conference. In
a Speech which Jasted about
15 minutes, he ended his peroration
with the observation Sir, you are
a prince among artistes and an artiste
among princes”. The cheer that

accompanied this observation lasted
for several minutes. He spoke at
a time when people were very
obsequious aad did not perhaps dare
to address a prince as ‘Sir’.

When Sri Satyamurthi came
North as a legislator, he blazed bis
trail likea comet. The Members of
the Executive Council, from the
Commander-in-Chief downwards,
whether the Assembly met in Simla or
in Delhi, sat up and wore anxious
faces when Satyamurthi entered the
Assembly Hall hugging a number of
books and documents. Great as an
orator, he was greater still as
a Parliamentarian. His marshalling
of facts exhibited erudition and deep
study. The members of Government
dreaded his Supplementries and he
was  nick-named “Supplemurthy”.
Nobody could outwit him on the floor
of the House. Even to-day, many of
his speeches in the old Assembly are
worthy of careful study by persons
interested in public affairs. Whoever
the leader was, in the Indian National
Congress or on the floor of the
Assembly, he gained strength as soon
as Satyamurthi was bodily present on
the dais or on the floor of the house.
The Mahatma and the Jate
Shri Motilal Nehru, Sri Srinivasa
Iyengar and Shri Bhulabhai Desai had
great regard for him andso did our
revered leader, the Prime Minister,

In the evening of his life, he was
denied positions in the administrative
field. He hoped very much to take
part in the administration in Madras
as a Minister. This was denjed to
him. He showed his mettle, however
when he was for a short time Mayor
in Madras. The Poondi Resefvoir
(Satyamurthi Sagar) owes it existence
mainly to him.



I wish to close with a reference
to, what to me has been, his most
important quality. Tt was his religious
life, his piety and ‘‘nitya anushtanam”.
He was deeply religious and in spite
of pressing engagements, never gave
up his morning ablutions or puja.
- On a bright and attractive forehead,
he never hesitated to wear sandal
paste and kumkum and never
apologised for being a true and pious
Hindu. I had to play some little part
when he was ailing in prison. He
did not have robust health and what
little resistance he had, was drained
“away when he was in prison. Prison
life during the Central Indian summer
hastened his end and he was
completely a broken man when he
was brought to Madras. He was
deeply attached to his family and felt
that they had to suffer on account of

his public life
activities.

and his political

He was full of good humour and
was brilliant at repartee. I well
remember the occasions when he used
to dine in our house and every minute
that was spent in his company was
scintillating.

I am very happy to remember
that it was given to our family to play
some little part in the marriage of
Saubhagyavathi Lakshmi, his only
child. He was so devoted to her.

By honouring Satyamurthi, we
are honouring ourselves. With the
passage of time, his stature as
a freedom fighter and national leader
will gain bigger proportions.

(Special to S. S. M. S.)

‘““ A True Representative and Ghampion ”
(Sri T. V. Viswanatha Aiyar, Senior Advocate, Madras.)

¢Satyamurthi’> is a name to conjure with. He was the first to
be considered whenever and wherever there was to bea public meeting.
He was a sure draw, beloved of the audience, an orator of the first
magnitude, equally at home in English, Sanskrit and Tamil. My
admiration for him is not confined to his public work, great as it was.
In intimate contact one saw his essentially human qualities and his
love for the good things of life. Richly endowed as he was, he would
have enjoyed them as also the fruits of office, but he was denied them.
If there was one man to whom the Congress owed its parliamentary
success both in and outside the Legislatures, it was truly Satyamurthi.
Not an occasion passed when he would not enrich his public oratory
or private speech with an apt and telling quotation drawn from his
rich store of knowledge and study of literature. His early death was
truly a national loss and a personal one to many. He moved the
elite as easily as the masses. He was a true representative and
champion of the dignity of our culture way of life. He gave and
received hard thrusts and many were the victims of his telling humour,

but all without animus.

We have lost a great Indian, a devout Hindu, a loyal friend,
a versatile scholar and above all, a true rasika.
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 “GREAT PALIAMENTARY FIGHTER”

‘HOMER NODS’

Satyamurthi’s ¢Translation Blunder

(Sri N. Subramaniam, former Chief

It happened in the early thirties—
some years before Mr. Satyamurthi
was Mayor of Madras. He was
a member of the city council,
representing the Triplicane municipal
division.

The Madras Corporation at the
time consisted of fifty’ councillors,-
thirty elected directly by rate-payers,
sixteen chosen by representatives of
trade, transport, Port Trust, University
and the like,and the remaining four
nominated by the State Government,
which  was functioning  under
a dyarchic system, jointly being run
by Indian as well as British executives
and Indian Ministers.

Mr. Satyamurthi and six other
Congressmen had entered the city
council and formed themselves into
a Congress Municipal Party. An
Anglo-Indian lady joined it... There
were five British businessmen who
also functioned as a group within the
House. The rest of the city fathers
banded themselves into a Justice
municipal party, barringa few who
remained non-party councillors.

At that stage, politics having
started invading into municipal life,
Mr. Satyamurthi felt that Poet
Bharathi’s songs in Tamil should be
taught in the elementary schools run
by the Corporation. The party in
power at the Government level were
the Justicites, to whom Bharathi’s
poems were anathema. It was their
political belief that Britain should not
hastily give up power and quit India.

Reporter, Corporation of Madras)

In those circumstances nobody
could except the Madras Government
to give the lead in getting children to
study Bharati’s works: * g
Mr. Satyamurthi this was an additio-
nal reason for the Corporation as an
autonomous body to popularise the
songs of Bharathi, the poet of national
resurgence in Tamilnad, and set an
example to other local self-governing
institutions in the country.

Accordingly he gave notice of
a resolution for adoption by the
city council to teach Bharathi’s songs
during class hours.

As was anticipated, councillors
belonging to the Justice Party opposed
the motion.

The European group, led by Col.
D. M. Reid, kept an open mind....
They had regard for Mr. Satyamurthi’s
views especially on matters educational,
as he was an illustrious university
senator. They did not want his
motion to be thrown out by a brute
majority. They wished to know why
the Justicites objected to the idea of
national freedom being inculcated in
the minds of the young through songs.

Up rose the spokesman of the
Justice Group who in a grave tone
warned the European councillors that,
under the oft-quoted lines of Bharathi,
they had no place in thiscountry.
This did unnerve the foreigners and
yet they were not sure that the meaning
of the couplet in Tamil had been
correctly conveyed to them in English.



At their request the Council put
~ off further debate with a request to
Mr. Satyamurthi himself to put up an
English translation of the impugned
words of the poet which read :

QUITLh DTG MBI LT H—eTNar
@it tg LaQwarer B§ 2

“There are a thousand castes
here, if so, What right have foreigners
to come and settle?”

When the subject was taken up
again at a later meeting, Mr. Satya-
murthi subscribed to the wrong
interpretation that the words of the
poet had an anti-racial flavour.

He withdrew his resolution and
was complimented by his opponents
as a man who would not hesitate to
own his error. [sat helplessly as
a small official with no power to
influence the fateful debate.

After the House dispersed I said
to the great parliamentary fighter that

-mean, ‘entry,’ but In

he had lost a big cause by
a misconstruction of the Tamil word
‘puhal’. In adifferent context it could
the poet’s
expression taken up for scrutiny it
meant ‘lecturing.’” Mr. Satyamurthi
regretted his blunder and consoled
himself by remarking: ‘‘Homer
nods.”

The cost of it all was a postpone-
ment by fifteen years, of the teaching
of patriotism to Tamil children so
effectively done these days through
Bharathi’s verses.

Meanwhile Mr. Satyamurthi had
fostered in the people the sense of
“City Beautiful”, administered the
civic affairs of the metropolis as
one of the greatest Mayors and given
for the benefit of Madras city the
Poondi Reservoir, which after his death
grateful Corporation has re-named
as Satyamurthi Sagar. It now
commemorates him further by a statue
in its front compound.

*“ Great Speaker & Debator”

Sri S. Satydmoorthi was a great speaker and debator
of public affairs. The Mayoralty gave him an opportunity
to show the amount of good solid work that he could do

in the short span of 12 moanths.

Mr. Satyamoorthi had

succeeded better than any other person in that office,

¢ Thiru C. Rajagopalachariar’s tribute,



“ Mr. S. Sathyamurthi - Lion of Bharath &

Mr. S. Sathyamurthi, the son of
Mr. D. Sundara Sastrigal, Vakil, was

Tirumayam, Pudukottah State,
was educated at the Maharajah’s’
(;o-llege, Pudukottah, Madras Chris-
tian College and the Madras Law
College. His connection with the
Indian National Congress began in
1908 when he served as a volunteer.
He was enrolled as a Vakil of the
High Court in 1913. From 1914
onwards he became an ardent and
active Congressman.

In 1919 he visited Great Britain
and TIreland as a member of the
Congress Deputation. * He spent
nearly six months in those countries

visiting almost all the important cities. .

During this period he addressed as
many as sixty meetings and on a rough
estimate his audiences numbered sixiy
to seventy thousand. His main object
in these lectures was to remove the
then prevailing mis-apprehensions in
the minds of the Britishers about
India and the Indians. He kept his
audiences spell bound by his eloquence.
His powers of oratory were such that
Col. J. Wedgwood was stated to have
remarked ‘“Satyamurti is one of the
best speakers in English beating even
Lloyd George”.

«“The more than generous welcome
which my countrymen gave me on my
return from England” to quote his
own words ‘“made me resolve not to
go back to my profession but to do
Congress propaganda work in the
country”’. True to this resolve
during practically the whole of the
year 1920 he carried onan intensive
propaganda on behalf of the Congress
throughout the Madras Presidency

;;

born on the 19th of August 1887 at!
He|

visiting every important village therein.
Besides he also travelled extensively
in India and Ceylon on Congress
work.

In May 1925 he again went to
England for doing propaganda work
on benalf of the Swarajya Party. He
returned to India in September of the
same year after a successful series of
meetings addressed to the Independent
Labour Party in England, Scotland
and Wales and after interviewing many
leading politicians. He also obtained
good publicity for the views of the
Swarajya Party through the medium of
several  important dailies and
periodicals.

He was a member of the Madras
Legislative Council from 1923 to1930.
Since 1935 he had been an active
member of the Central Legislative
Assembly. His was a dynamic
personality possessing high intellectual
gifts, infinite industry, and rare powers
of speech. He was a successful
parliamentarian who could hold his
own against the biggest of - his
opponents in debate. He was at his
best in his work in the Legislature.
He was the Deputy Leader of the
Congress Party in the Central
Assembly. ‘

Mr. S. Satyamurti was a member
of the Senate and the Syndicate of the
Madras University for several years
besides being President of the Faculty
of Fine Arts and a member of the
Board of Studies in Indian Music.
He was also connected with several
music and sanskrit academies and
public institutions in South India.

He held several important offices
in Congress organisations in Madras



and Tamil Nad. He took a leading
part in the Civil-Disobedience Move-
ment, especiallyin itsaspect of boycott
of foreign goods. He was jailed
several times for Congress work—in
January and March 1931 and again
in January 1932. He was arrested
under the Defence of India Rules in
1940 and again in 1942 along with
other Congress Leaders.. He was
a prominent member of the All India
Congress Committee and also a mem-

ber of the Congress Working
Committee.

For several years he was a mem-
ber of the Madras Corporation and
took keen interest in the civic affairs
of the city. As its Mayor for one
term he displayed rare administrative
gifts in furtherence of his vision of
making Madras “The City Beautiful”.
The Poondi Scheme, for ensuring an
abundant and perennial water supply
to the city is a lasting evidence of
Mr. Satyamurthi's stewardship. He
plans for the improvement of the

housing conditions among the poor!
and liquidation of illiteracy deserve
seriously and’

special mention. He
conscientiously ‘endeavoured to dis-
charge his duties considering himself
not as ‘‘the first citizen of Madras”
but as “the first servant of Madras”.

As a speaker he was an outstand-
ing success. He was a master
propagandist in the best sense of the
word, who relied on reasoned argu-
ment and lucid exposition to carry
conviction. He spoke equally well in
English, Tamil. and Sanskrit. His
keen talent for debate and quick
reparte marked him out as one of
the finest speakers of his times. He
richly deserved the credit for having
moulded the public life of Tamil Nad
into unshakable congress-mindedness.
It was a tragedy of his political career
that to him no higher office than
a Mayorality was vouchsafed. It is
not too much to say that it was
a distinct loss to the Madras Province
in that he was not included in the
Ministry.

Mr. Satyamurti endured much for
the cause of discipline in the Congress.
There is no doubt thatthe monotony
of prison life and the sense of futility
and frustration broke his body which
was never robust at any time, and this,
in no small measure, hastened his

premature death at the early age of 56.
(28—3—1943).

He will be long remembered by
posterity as a valiant fighter in the
cause of India’s Freedom for which he

suifered and sacrificed in no inconside-
rable measure.
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Memories of Sri Sathyamoorthi ”’
(Sri. R. V. Krishna Iyer)

I had the good fortune of
knowing the late Mr. S. Satyamoorthi
- from the year 1923 when he first became
member of the then Madras Legislative
Council. I had heard of his oratori-
cal brilliance but had never myself
heard his oratory before. It was on
the occasion of C. R. Reddi’s no-con-
fidence motion on 22—11—23 against
the Panagal Ministry, that I first
heard him speak. That was the first
motion of the kind introduced in any
legislature in India. The uniqueness
of the occasion, the oratorical reputa-

tion of the Mover (C. R. Reddi) and.

the possibility of Satyamoorthi’s part-
ticipation in the debate had all
attracted a crowd of visitors in the
official and in the non-official
gallaries of the House which was un-
precedented in the annals of the
House. Satyamoorthi’s speech on the
occasion was stirring and eloquent
from the commencement. After
referring to certain other matters, he
began fo attack the attitude of the
Justice Party on the question of the
treatment of political prisoners. He
referred to a speech which had been
made by the Leader of the party who,
Satyamoorthi said with vehemance,
«had so far forgot his age, his sense
of chivalry and his sense of political
right-thinking, as to say in this House
that political prisoners should be
treated worse than dacoits and
robbers.” By that time, he had roused

the audience to such a pitch of inci-

tement that when the Leader of the.

Party rose up to interrupt Satyamogr-
thi with his 1ll considered wordj &

said so, and I say so even Now, there
were, as mentioned in the official
report of the proceedings of the

House, ¢ tremendous cries of ‘shame’
shame’ in the hall > which led the
President of the Council to clear the
visitor’s galleries.  Satyamoorthi
proceeded * I am very glad that the
Hon. the Leader of the Party has come
out in his true colours...... I appeal to
my honourable triends who follow him
to lay their hands on their hearts and
say this as before God whether they
can support a party whose head says
categorically that political prisoners
are worse than dacoits and sobbers”.
An immediate effect of his oratory was
that Dr. P. Subbaroyan and A. P.
Patro immediately dissociated them-
selves from what they said were the
personal views of the Leader of the
Party.

In subsequent years, I heard
hundreds of speeches of Satyamurthi
in various fora, — in the Legislative
Council of Madras, in the Legislative
Assembly at Delhi, in the Senates of
the Madras and Annamalai Universites
and at numerous public meetings. He
was always informing and never
irrelevant or Common place, and
always reverted to the love of country
and the blessings of self-government.
He was specially brilliant when
attacked, when words flowed from his

‘lips like a flood. It is stated that

«“ Truth is like a torch, the more itis
stook, it shines . Likewise, Satya-
moorthi, which translated means
the image of truth shone more brilli-
antly, the more he was attacked. His
quickness of repartee was something
marvellous. It was not therefore sur-
prising that at question time in the
Legislatures, he was simply superb.
His keen ear and alert mind were



quick at grasping even the detailed
implications of a verbal reply given
by a Government member and discov-
ering its weak points and he would
put searching, merciless, inescapable
questions which not only brought
him the nickname of Supplemoorthi
but made Sir Henry Braik, the Home
member of the Government of India
once to cry bitterly that at question
tion, Government members were
‘“ apt to become a little depressed, ”—
at which Satyamoorthi baiatiousyy
exclaimed ‘“ My respectful sympa-
thies’’. During the years when he
was amember of the Central Assembly

there was a regular galary of
talented official and non-official
members in that House. Among the
officials were men like Nripedre
Sircar, Mohammed Zafuralleh
Khan, Henry Craik, James
Grigg, and Girja Shankar Bajpai.

Among the non-officials were leaders
like Bhula bai Desai, Govind vallabh
Pant, Assaf Ali, Sri. Prakasa,
Bhagavan Das, M. S. Aney, M. A.
Jinnah, Homi Mody and Frederick
James. - Bven in  this - galaxy,
Satyamoorthi was easily the most
conspicuous star. He was fearless,
almost reckless, in his criticisms. On
one occasion, he was supporting a
non-official bill to amend Sec 118 of
the Criminial Procedure code so as
to enable appeals to bs preferred to
sessions Judges in stead of District
Magistrates. He argued that District
Magistrates were apt to overlook the
rule that every man must be
presumed to be innocent until he was
proved to be guilty. Sir Henry
Craik was frankly surprised at this
statement and asked * Does my
honourable friend seriously advance

the legal proposition that an
appellate court must presume a
man to be inocent who has

been found guilty by the Jower court ?”’
Satyamoorthi said <“certainly” and
added “That is how we get honourable
Home members who do not undere-
stand the A.B.C, of criminal justice.”
On another occasion while attacking
Sec 124 A of the Indian Penal Code,
he was arguing: ‘ Supposing my
honourable friead (meaning Sir Nri-
pendra Sirkar, the Law Member) is in
office and I am in the opposition.
How am I going to displace him ?°
Then Sircar jocularly said, It is the
other way, I am in the opposition
and you are in the ministry. (Laughter)
Satyamurthy accepted.  Very well.
I am a minister and desire to be in
the ministry for all time. How is my
Hon. friend going to dislodge me

.except by words spoken or written or

ii

by signs or visible representation or
otherwise, by bringing me and my
government into hatred or contempt
or exciting disaffection against me ?”’

Sircar : I shall say he is quite a
charming man but had made
mistakes. (Laughter)

Satyamurthy : Evidently, my Hon. .
friend has only fought and lost
elections. I have fought and won
them. Therefore, I will tell my
Hon. friend that if he goes about
saying that [ am a charming man,

he will not get any vote against
me.”

Sircar : 1 suspected
catching votes.

this was for

Satyamurthy : In democracy, we be-
lieve in catching votes and not in

catching the tails of Governors or
Viceroys.

Sometimes Satyamurthy’s langu-
age may seem strong or even harsh-



But that was his manner. There was
never any malice or venom in it.

- His undoubted power to . wield
audience did not lie entirely in his use
of strong or eloquent language. It
arose from his confident handling of
facts, his earnest study of “all relevant
papers, and the painstaking build up
his arguments. The greatest compli-
ment to his usefulness and influence
in the Legislatures in which he sat,
was paid to him whenever, for any
reason, he happend to be absent from
any sitting when the members gener-
ally felt that the House was without
life and that they were all enacting
Hamlet without Hamlet.

In spite of the harsh language he
often used regarding British Imperi-
alism, Englishmen were not chary of
praising him and recognising his great
abilities and patriotism.

When the Reforms of 1935 came
Satyamurthy actually announced his
intention to stand as a candidate for
the University constituency of the

Madras Assembly. It was for him a
““ pocket borough ” and nobody
could successfully oppose him in that
constituency. When however C. R.
agreed to enter the Assembly, Satya-
murthy generously agreed to stand out
of the contest and yield the University
seat to C. R. I have always regarded
this single act of Satyamurthy as
sufficient to fill him everlasting glory
in the annals of patriotic renunciation.
He was not without ministerialistic
ambitions, but he was anxious to see
C. R. installed as premier of this pro-
vince, so that this province might
derive the maximum benefit from its
newly acquired provincial autonomy.
And his energetic and eloquent propa-
ganda during the election campaign
was to a no little extent responsible for
the thumping success of the Congress
in the general elections of 1937.

To have known Satyamurthy
during his life was a privilege and a
pleasure. To conntemplate on his
qualities is unalloyed bliss,

JAI HIND,

¢“ Cast Away Your Inferiority Complex ”’
Mr. Satyamurthi’'s Address To Kanara Harijans

The South Kanara District Harijan Labour League presented
an address of welcome to Mr. S. Satyamurthi at the D. C. M. School

Mangalore.

In his reply Mr. Satyamurthi said that although he stood for

efficiency as the first qualification for any service, in the case of
Harijans a slight concession had to be made namely that if a Harijan
had the minimum educational qualifications prescribed for any
appointment, he should be given the job. Not only the Government
but also the District Board. Panchayat Board and the Municipalities
should give them chances to serve. Regarding facilities for education
Mr. Satyamurthi said that Harijans should take full advantage of the
existing facilities. As for non-admission of Harijans into hotels etc.,
the speaker said municipalities should cancel the licence of those
hotels which did not cater to the needs of Harijans.

Mr. Satyamurthi in conclusion wanted the Harijans to cast
away their inferiority complex and try to move on terms of equality
with high cast Hindus (12—11—1931).



" The Great Parliamentarian And Patriot *
(Sri K. Balasubramania Iyer, M.L.C.)

All of us, friends and admirers of
the late S. Satyamurthi are extremely
happy that a statue of his- will be
erected in the compound of the
Corporation of Madras. As Mayor
of the Corporation, it was he that
mooted the idea of making the city
beautiful. He did yeoman service
to our city as Mayor. He it was that
projected the Scheme of the Poondi
Reservoir which he said was
necessary to supplement the resources
of the Red Hills for the supply of

water to the citizens of Madras.
The population has more than
doubled itself since the days of

Satyamurthi; and we can well realise
now what a valuable scheme it is.

He soon attracted the attention of
many of the political leaders of the
time and he made a speech at the
Congress in 1914 which created a very
good impression about him. He soon
attracted the attention of Sri S. Srini-
vasa Iyengar who was a great Advo-
cate then and a political leader. He
worked for sometime as a junior under
him and attended to his legal work.
Next, he becamne more and more
interested in political work. He was
elected as a Member of the Senate of
the Madras University and took an
active interest in educational matters.
Soon afterwards, he became a Member
of the Syndicate of the Madras
University and was one of the leading
lights of the University. He was
elected as a Member of the Madras
Legislative Council and became one of
the foremost leaders of the Congress
party in the Council, His talents as
a great orator in English and also in
Tamil attracted wide attention among
our people. He carried the message
of the Congress to every nook and
corner of the then big Madras State.
As a follower of Sri C.R. Das, he

took a leading part in the organisation
of the Swarajya Party and when
C. R. Das, came to South India, he
was with him throughout his tour.
He worked most energetically and
delivered more than half a dozen
speeches on a single day to many
audiences in the towns and villages of
the Madras State. He was afterwards
elected to the Indian Parliament and
then was chosen as the Deputy Leader
of the Swarajya Party which was
headed by the late Pandit Motilal
Nehru. In Madras, the Justice Party
was in power then. He was
a vehement critic of the Justice Party
in the Madras Legislative Council. He
crossed swords with many able civilian
Members of the Madras Government
and also with the leaders of the Justice
Party in the Council. @ He took
leading part also as a Member of the
Syndicate and Senate of the Anna-
malai Univasity ; and in fact, he was
largely responsible for the passing of
the Annamalai University Actin the
Council.

He had a versatile intellect and
his activities were many-sided. He
threw himself heart and soul in any
agitation for the purpose of promoting
the study of Sanskrit and for the
spread of our culture. At the time
when the Quit India Movement
was inaugurated, even though he did
not intellectually agree with the idea,
he still did not come away from the
work but joined the Movement in
obedience to the orders of the
Congress Leaders. The services which
he did to our country as a political
leader, as an educationist, as a
Member of the Corporation and as
Mayor, will ever be remembered
gratefully by our countrymen for
generations to come. I wishthe Sri

S. Satymurthi Memorial Souvenir all
success.



“ Tributes to Mayor Sathyamurthi ”

(Dr. G, Rajamannar, M.C.)

I consider this as one of the happiest
occasions; for today I have an opport-
unity of expressing myself freely. T am
one of those students whose life was
inspired by your political speeches. As
a student I was so inspired by your
speeches that I was almost forced to
violate the wishes of my parents and
get into political life. You, Sir, are
an artist in every phase of your activity.
You are interested in music, you are
interested in cinema industry, you are
interested in politics, you are interested
in civics, and you are interested in
several other things (laughter). I do
not think it is a matter to excite
laughter. It deserves careful conside-
ration and attention,

Today you have vindicated your-
self. You have fought those people
and to day they have learnt a further
lesson. I have been your humble
follower but for circumstances beyond
our control today I am here in spite
of myself. You have been carrying
on your fight against this Government
in every phase of your life whether it
is within the Council, in the Assembly,
in public platforms or even in non-
political platforms. I have seen you
appealing to the political urge of the
people who are not so much interested
in politics or nationalism as you are.
I have the pleasure of seeing you
carrying on the relentless fight against
the all-resourceful Government, in
a variety of ways. I am putting it in
_ your own language. I must congratu-
late you on your unparalleled capacity
for versatility of styles to suit
a diversity of purpose and to suit
different platforms. On public plat-
forms you have a politician’s style, for

beach you have a style in Tamil or in
English, for the drawing room you
command a different style and for the
assembly chamber you havq altogether
another style. - I do not think anyone
can be compared Wwith you in that
matter. Thad an opportunity of
hearing Mr. C. R. Reddy referring to
you. He said that you were the only
person who has got that literary sense.
I think you must be happy to hear
such a compliment paid to you by the
Vice-Chancellor of the Andhra
University.

Now I must refer to Congress
politics to some extent and I cannot
refrain from referring to it. In
Madras there are some muddle-headed
Congressmen who neither had your
ability nor capacity to fight you but
still wanted to fisht you. Today they
are floored. I do not want to mention
their names now. They adopted all
unscrupulous methods to fight you.
but you have survived all their
onslaught. 'Mr Muthurangam, Mr.
Bashyam and I may include even
Mr. C. Rajagopalachari.

Mr. Mayor,' today you have

vindicated yourself by supporting that

candidate. You are a sportsman,

~a statesman, a politician and a gentle-

man. You do not possess that venom
which is in others.

Sir, apart f’rpm all this, you have
done many things as Mayor.
Amongst other clvic works one thing

- which you have done is to bring about

unity inthe scout ranks. The ex-
Premier also tried to do that, but what
he has not been able to do, you have



st

been able to achieve. You have been
able to discover the truth'behind that
persisting disunity in a certain section
of the scout ranks,and you have today
taught us a lesson that scouting does

not require a multiplicity of
organisations.

I have great pleasure in honouring
you and paying my tribute for

the very valuable service you have
done to this city and the Congress.

Mr. S. Satyamurthi’s Reply.

The Worshipful Mayor . Friends,
Iam a very human person. I am
getling on to the wrong side of fifty.
But I am still young in heart.
Although cynicism seems to be the
fashion of old age, my heart is still
young, let me tell you quite frankly
that I thoroughly enjoy the good
things you have said of me. .I am not
one of those persons who affect despise
of praise from others. In a slave
country struggling for freedom the only
guerdor which a public servant like me
can have is the affection and good
words of friends and fellow-workers.
I am profoundly thankful to
God that I have lived to see this
day when Hon’ble friends belonging
to different political parties and
communities have united together
out of abundance of affection and
generosity in praising me far more
than I deserve and in criticising me

far less than I deserve. I know that
I do not deserve even one-tenth of
the very nice things said of me.
I take them as your blesssings to go
forth and do better and deserve a little
more of the very good things said
of me, '

I have sat in this Chair for twelve
months and I may say to this House,
once and for all, that but for the loyal,
hearty and very friendly co-operation

~ of all parties in this House, [ could

not have carried on even for a day.
[ am, therefore, grateful to the
Councillors for their co-operation.
I am incapable by nature of keeping
any wrong done to me more than the
sunset of the day and I bave long ago
forgotten and I have long ago forgiven
them. May [ plead to them that they
must not only forget but forgive.
After all, whoever occupies this Chair
has the right of duty to give rulings.
He may be right—he must try to be
right—he may be wrong for he is
human. The test of parliamentary
rectitude comes when an hon’ble
member thinks that the Chair has gone
wrong. Nothing is gained, but every-
thing is lost by your not respecting
the Chair, whether you agree with the
ruling of the Chair or not. The Chair .
unhesitatingly gives its ruling because
itis no longer a privilege but an
obligation upon me and those who
sit here. (Cheers)
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““good performance,
publicly appreciated
because adequately

cormunicated”
\ through a ¢lass
newspaper like
THE HINDU
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Enlightened enterprise gets its case across
to Members of Parliament and State

Legislatures, Officials who'shape and make policy in both sectors, top s
management and those in the second and -third echelons and to leaders of

public opinion through

? THES#E@HINDU |

2 : INDIA'S NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
= 3 power and prestige through an infliential readership.
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HOW HARD
DO YOU RIDE
YOUR RUPEE?

The increasing comp!exmes of modem

living have added to the accumulating

“burden of the head of the family who
has to provide for food, clothing and
housing for his family besides educa-
' tion of his children, marriage of his
' daughters, medical care, transport and
other mlscellaneous expendlture. <

HOW WELL

D0 YOU ’
'HOLD FAST TO T?
How are you going to plan your bud-
get ? The primary requirement of care-
ful budgeting is to regularly set apart a
_portion of the income as SAVING. The
cultivation of a regular saving habit is
your only safeguard. Start saving by
a Savings Bank Account or Recurring
Deposit Account now and as time goes
on, you will experience that feeling of

security and satisfaction which a grow-
ing bank account provides.

i

Any office of our bank will furnish yon
with all information regarding our
various Savings Schemes.

~THE mmAN

18907

INDIAN CHAMBER BUILDINGS ESPLANADE MADRAS-L

.S‘ecretary G. S. SUNDARAM
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‘CONSERVATIVE’

INDEPENDENT FORTNIGHTLY
FOR
Fearless Expression of Correct Views on Current
National & International Topics.

MRS. R. W. GLASNER, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA,U.S.A. —
T Your Magazme Conservative ’ seems to be on a
very high intellectual level and I enjoy reading it ™

Single Copy 0.50 np. Annual Subscrzptzon Rs. 10/-
AVAILABLE AT

All Higginbothams & Swadesamitran Stalls

Phone : 42107.

CONSERVATIVE.
61 D, Usman Road, Thyagaryanagar, Madras-17.
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ClHomage fo dri D. Datyamoorthi

A WELL WISHER — A FRIEND — A PATRON
: A CUSTOMER OF

MAPS

MANI'S PUBLICATIONS
MADRAS.

MANI'S ADVERTISING & PUBLICITY SERVICE
MADRAS.
(Established 1930)

FOR :
Advertising — Publicity — Publication

(ofetotetototorarer0 o t0f0 B O oo oo e}

Please Consult:

Proprietor | M APS

La. Sa. MANI Phone : 6/79, Pedariar Koil Street,

[oloTolo olelelolol0loTololol0 010 olBIOIOTB OISO IS B BIBIO IS o)

Journalist 23103 Madras-1.
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Telegram : ACME, MADRAS : Telephone : 23103
Phone : 21905 :
& BHARATH JOTHI
\ B.S.&F. MART b s
B0 (Tamil)
§ HISH Chan o LONESS, Fearless Independent National,
§ PUBLISHERS & GENERAL Journal
§ MERCHANTS L
- " PEN CORNER " e
La. Sa. MANI
* *
N
113, ARMENIAN STREET, 6/79, Pedariar Koil Street,
MADRAS-1.
MADRAS-1. Tamil Nadu
S\, (Prop: V. Sitharaman) Homage to SRI. S. SATYAMOORTHI

LSS S P

LIS/

/Y

UNITED INDIA

(ENGLISH)

=

ueTaTeON i @1 mafw

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL
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Dr. G. Rajamannar, M.C.
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Salutations to SRI S. SATYAMOORTHI

R T e R S o Z AL Ter ) B T - : g S s S e ;
s SAFIIIIII AP P74 27401 0F 774 B IS L2 L LTI PRI STF PP H IS I IAIH90 1T I 2P IPIAI IS II IS IISLRY.

NHsrII I 14

V70, 7777

SEGLLILSLTETEL LSS SIS IS S ST L

SIIS ST A







28888 05055500002552555555650050050005555055050005000000900000000000290050

v
0
(\J
0
0
0
0
0
(]
o
0
o
0
0
0
0
0
o
0
o
0
o
0
o
0
0
0
o
O
o
O
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
o
0
O
0
0
()
0
o
0
o
o
0
0
0
0
o
\]
0
Q
0
L\
0
.
o
(),
(\,
0
0
O
O
O
0
0
L,
o
0
0
(\,
(3,
O
0
(3,
(3,
0
0
(\,
(\,
0
0
O
[\,
0
(3,
O
O
O
0
O
O
0
0
@

THE INDIAN EXPREDS

AND

THE SUNDAY STANDARD

PUBLISHED FROM

BOMBAY, DELHI, MADURAI, VIJAYAWADA
& CHITIOOR (for MADRAS — BANGALORE)

All India circulation currently
above 2,60,000

AN IDEAL MEDIUM FOR COUNTRYWIDE ADVERTISING

|

For Particulars Write to ;

THE ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER
THE INDIAN EXPRESS

BOMBAY — DELHI — MADURAI — VIJAYAWADA — MADRAS.
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