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TIf this state of affairs were to go on long England
would be converted into ome vast workhouse snd
pauper asylum, in which rows of polite paupeys, sur~
rounded by lusuries and daintily fed, would be entirely
served and supported by another eclass—of paupers
unsble to get bread enough to eat !

But the whole gentility business is corrupt through-
out, and will not bear lookinge into for a moment.
Tt is incompatible with Christianity (at least as Christ
aDpears to have taught it) ; it gives a constent’lie to
the doctrine of human brotherhogd.
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He finds himself among people whose constipated
menpers and frozen speech are a continual denial of
all natum[ affection and a warning against offence
where' hyman dignity is at such & low ebb that to have
an obvious patch upon your cost would be considered

“fatal to it ; where manners have reached the very

"lowcesti piteh of littleness and niasserie ; where human
wants and thé sacred facts on which human life is
founded, are systematically ignored, where it is assu-
med as a matter of course you do nothing for yourself
—to lighten the burden which your presence in the
world necessarily casts upon others ; where all dirty
wbrk, or ab least such work as is cousidered dirty by
the * educated” people in a household, is thrust upon
young and ignorant girls ; where children are brought
up to feel far more shame at any little breach of
sooial decorum than at glaring acts of selfishness and
uncharitableness.
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In short, the unfortunate man finds himself in a
net of falsehoods ; the whole system of life around
him is founded on falsehood. The pure beautiful
relation of humanity, the most sacred thing in all this
world, is betrayed at every step ; and Christianity
with its message of human love, Demoeracy with its
magnificient oconception of inward and sacramental
human equality, can only be cherished by him in the
hidden intereior of his being ; they can have no real
abiding place in his outward‘ilife.
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< And when he turns to the sources from which his
living is gained, he only flounders from the quagmire

31'73#:.0 the bog. The curse of dishonesty is upon him;
he can find no bottom anywhere.

. Th‘e interest of his money ecomes o him he knows
not wher‘nce; it is wrung from the labor of someone—
he knows not whom. His capital is in the hands of
railway eompanies, and his dividends are gained in due
scason—but how ? e dares not inquire. What have
companies, wha'. have directors and secretaries and
managers to do witk the question whether justice is

* done to the workmen? and when did a shareholder
ever rise up and contend that dividends oughs to be
less and wages more? (There have been one or two
cases lately, but they were hissed down.)

HiS rents come to him from land and houses. Shall
he go round‘ and cplleet them himself? No, that is

impossible. This farmer would show him such a des~
Dberate balance-sheet, that widow would Dlead such a
piteous tale, this house might be in too disgraceful a
state, and entail untold repairs. No, it is impossible,
He ndust employ an agent or steward, and go and live
at Paris or Brighton out of sight and hearing ofthose
whose misfortunes might disturb his peace of mifd;—
or pub his money affairs entirely in the haunds of a
solicitor. That is a good way to stifle conscience.

Money entails duties. How shall we geb the money
and forget the duties? Voila the great problem!. . . ¢
But we cannot; forget the dl.l\tiies. They cark unseen,

He has lent out his mol;ey on mortgage. Horrid
word that “mortgage!”"—‘foreclosure,” tool—sownds
like clutehing somebody by the throat! Best not go and
see the party who is mortgaged s—might be some sad
tale come out. Do it through a solicitor, too, and it
will be all right.

Thus the unfortunate man of whom I have spoken
finds that, turn where he may, the whole of his life—
his external life—rests on falsehood. And I would ask
you, reader, especially well-to-do and dividend-drawing
reader, s this—this picture of the ordinary life of
English gentility—your Ideal of life? or is it not? For
if 14 is do not be afraid, but please look it straight in,
the face and understand exactly what it means; hut; if
it i not, then come out of it ! It may take you years
to gez outi ; certainly you will not shake yourself free

-in & week, or a month, or many months, but still—

Come out ! .
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NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta.
1933 Results.
Y New Buginess Completed .
exceeds ... ... Bs. 1,67,00,000
The Company with 8 steady progress all round.
.. All forms of life assurance policies issued at low
»safe rates of premium.

¥ Specialities.

=l

Female Lives
Joint Lives
Permanent Protection Policies
Triple Benefit Policies.
Marriage & Future Provigion Policies.
For agencies please appli to:—

T. ANANTACHARI, - -

Branch Becretary, R. G. DAS & Co.,
118, Armenian Street, : Managers.

Madras.

OR

<N o

Consult’ -
NATIONAL FIRE
. AND
GENERAL INSURANCE COMBANY Ltd.,

Head Office:— .
¥ NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta
for Fire, Motor & Accident policies.
A sound Company.
Please apply for particulars to:—
B 1. ANANTACHARI?
Branch Secretary,
118, Armenian Street,
Madras.

R. G. DAS & Co.,
Managers.

. NATIONAL it
INSURANCFE_‘ COMPANY, LIMITED. ]
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