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I had often been-in the market as a buyer, and
had, T am sorry to say, been sccustomed to look upon
a trades ag the personification of artful wickedness
~—pne who combined with his fellows to defraud -the
public end to take advantage of ity innocence. iiuﬁ??
now I had passed myself into that inner circle, and
with what o different eye did I regard the situation §
It geemed to me now that it was the public which-
was at fault. I secemed to see at & glance the original
sinfulness of its disposition. How out of its naughty old
heart it suspected you always and always of putting
the bad stuff at the bottom of the basket; how it
would beat you down shamelessly, if it could, to'prices
below the zero of any possible remuneration to. the
grower : how it would handle fruit and flowers till
all the delicate bloom was gone, and then pass by
with a scoff : and, how, instead of desiring to do tio
others as it would be done by, it one guiding fear,
overruling all lesser sentiments of honesty and hpmas
nity, was lest it should be done by others as it would
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desire to do them. Hitherto I had looked upgn cheap
“ goods ag & blessing, but now I saw, or seemed to fee,
that they meant geumeral ruin. For, cheap goods
meant Jow wages, scarcity of money, meant hungry
faces going by, and hunds fingering balf pence long
and anxiously before parting with them : meant slow
sales and poor returns to the trader. While scarcity
"and high prices seemed no longer the unmixed evil I
had suppgged, for likely as not, they were the indica-
tion of a brisk demand, full pockets and general pros-
perity. P
"Phus my change of position, from the front to the
back of a stall, wrought at once a eonsiderable altera-
tion in my views of some social matters. I ook a
new view of the world. My axiom was changed, and
consequently a lot of theorems, which I thought were
well established fell $o pieces, and became sadly
invalid. Ifound the inner circle of the market a
vanbage ground, too, for the study of human nature.
Here the buyers are the performers. They occupy the
arena, and are exposed to a considerable crificism
. irom behind the stalls. The seller, on the other hand,
is comparitively unobserved. The buyer eyes the
strawberries, old bird though he be he cannot entirely
hide the gleam of his satisfaction at their appearance.
“How much ?” he asks carelessly. * Five shillings
@ peck,” is ycur equally careless reply. You know
the fruit is firstrate. You know also that he knows
iti; and he probebly knows that you know that he
knows it. " Bh, what are you talking about ?"’ is his
answer, and in a assumed disgust he goes off down the
market. Presently you ses him coming back again :
hs has been all round : but as he goes by, crafty, he
searcely glances at the coveted stuff. Not till he hag
gotbto & safe distance, and to & spot where he thinks he
may stand unobserved does he turn again and weasurs
it over with his eye. Now then you are satisfied: you
know that you are safe about those strawberries, and
youmay give your attention to the sale of other
things. You know also (what is very important) that
there i8 no befiter {ruit of the same kind and at the
same price in the market. Great is your triumph when,
after some delay, your customer returns (as he infalli~
bly will do) and you are able to tell him that the

produce in question is all sold, or that the price has-
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Trade is against nature, it is in the long run againsh
human nature, as long as “ What I can geti ?” 'i:s its
motto. The true nature of man is to give like the sun;
his getting must be subordinate to that. When giving
his thoughts are on others and he is *“free,” when got-
ting, his thoughts are on himself—he is anxious,
therefore, and migeable. Aa long as trade takes “What
can I ge5?" for its aziom, anziety and misery will
characterise all its work—as they do to-day.
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NATIONAL :
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.
' Head Office :
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta.
New Business Completed
During 1982 ...
Out of a business of
Life Assurance is security
for the polieyholder
and after him for his
{ wife and children.
Claims paid over Rs. 1,00,00,000
Total Assets exceed Rs. 1,90,00,000
For Terms & Conditions apply to:—
T. ANANTACHARI,
Branch Secretary,

113, Armenian Street,
Madras.

é

Rs. 1,55,66,720
Rs. 1,96,70,000
received in proposals,
for the policyholder
from an investment
point of view.

oR R. G. DAS & Co.,
Managers.
FIRE & ACCIDENT RISKS
covered by
NATIONAL FIRE

AND
GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY Ltd.,
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta
For Terms & Conditions apply to:—
T. ANANTACHARI,

Branch Becretary, oR R. G. DAS & Co.,
118, Armenian Stzeet, Managers.
‘Madras. -
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