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When we find a constitution of sou} so new and
capable of such greab effsts it beboves us to look ab
the bodies. Man's extreme actions come not from his
will, bub his nature. Inorder to understand the great
tensions of the whole machine we must look upon the
whole—I mean man’s temperament, the manner in
which his blood flows, his nerves quiver, his muscles
ach, the faora) interpretes the physical and human
qualities have their root in the animal species. Con-
sider then the species in this case—namely, the race;
for the sisters of Shakespeare's Ophelia and Vergilia,
Goothe’s. Clara, and Margatet, Otway’s Belviders,
Richardson’s Pamela constitute & race by themselves,
soft and fair, with blue eyes, lily whiteness, "blushing,
of timid delicacy, serious sweetvess framed to yeild,
bend, cling. Their posts feel it clearly when they
bring them on the stage; they surround them with
the poetry which becomes them, the murmur of
stroams the pendant willow-tresses, the frail abd
humid fAowets of the country, %o liko themsslyes —

“The fower that's 1ika thy face, paleprimrose, nor
The azure harebell, like thy veins ; no, nor
. 'The leaf of égla.ntine, whom not ta slander,
Out-sweeten'd not thy brehth.” <
" They meke them sweet, like the south wind,
« which with its gentle breath eauses the violets to
* * bend their heads- lightest h

baghed at the P

slready half bowed down by s tender and dresn;y

L. -
“meloncholy. Philaster speaking of Eaphrasia, whom

he takes'to be o page and who has disguiscd herself
in order to be near him says :—

* Hunting the buck
I found him sitting by a fountain side,
Of which he borrowed some to quenech his
) M thirst.
And paid the nyraph again a8 much in tears.
A garland lay him by, made by himself
Of many pevoral flowers, bred in the bay .
Struck in that mystic-order, that the rareness
Delighted me ; but ever when he turned -
His tender eyes upon 'em, he would weep
As if he meant to make 'em gréw again.
Seeing such pretty helpless innocence
-Dwell in his face, I askeéd bim all his story.
He told me that his parents gentle dy'd
Leaving him to the mercy "of the fields
Which gave him roots; and of the crystal

. . springs,
Which did nob stop their courses; and the
gun

‘Which still, he thank'd him, yielded him .his
light.

Then he took up his garland and did shew-*
‘What every flower, a8 country people hold,
Did signify ; end how all ordered thus,
Express'd his grief: And to my thoughts
did read
The pretticst lesture of his country art :
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That could be wished....... I gledly enter-
tained him,

Who was as glad to follow ; and have got

The trustiest, loving'st and the gentlest™ boy

That ever master kept."”

TE/A idyl is self produced among these human .

flowers : the dramatic action .is stopped before the

angelic sweebness of their tenderness and modesty.

Sometimes 6ven the idyl is born complete and pure
and the whole threatre is occupied by a sentimental
and poetical kind of opera. There are two or

three such plays in Shakespeare; in rude Jomson, -

** The Sad Shepherd™ ; in Fletcher, " The Faithfil
Shepherdess ", Ridiculous fitles now-a-days, for
_they remind us of the interminable platitudes of
D'Urfe or the affected conceits of Florian ; chgrming
titles if we note the sincere and overfiowing poetry
which theyscontain. Amoret, the faithful shepher~
dess lives in an imaginary country, full of old Gods,
yet English like the dewy verdant landscapes in which
Rubens sets his nymphs dancing ;—

“ Thro’ yon same bending plain

That flings his arms down to the main

And thro’ these thick woods, have Yrun ~

‘Whose bottom never kiss’d the sun

Since the lusty spring began...”

“ For to that holy wood is consecrate

A virtuous well, about wRose flowery banks

The nimble-footed fairies dance their rounds,

By the pale moon-shine, dipping often times

Their stolen children, so o make them free

From dying flesh and dull mortality...”

“ Bee the dew-drops, how they kiss

Bvery little flower that is;

Hanging on their velvet heads

Like a rope of christal beads,

See the heavy clouds low falling,

And bright Hesperus down calling

The dead night from underground.”

These are the plants and the aspects of the ever
fresh English country, now enveloped in a pale dia-
ph mist, now glisbi under the absorbing sun,
teeming with grasses so full -of sap, so delicate, that
in the midst of their most brilliant splendour and their
most luxuriant life, we feel that to-morrow will
wither them. There on a summer night, the ,'young
men and girls after their custom go to gather flowers
and plight their troth. Amoret and Perigot are fo-
gether ; Amoret,

** Fairer far
Than the chaste blushing morn or that fair
star
That guides the wand'ring seaman- thro’ the
deep

Modest hke virgin and tender as a wile, says to

Perigob :—
“ T do believe thee: "Tis as hard for me
To thiok thee false and harder, than for thee
To hold me foul.”
Strongly as she is tnad, her heart once given,
wnever draws back. Perigot, deceived, driven to des-

pair, persuaded that she is unchaste strikes her with
his sword and casts her bleeding to the ground. The
‘“ gullen shepherd " throws her into a well but the
god lets fall “a drop from his wabery locks ™ into
the wound ; the chaste flesh closes at the touch of
the divine water and the maiden raegﬁvering goes once
more in search ot him, she loves —
¢ 8peak if thou be here,
My Perigot ! Thy Amoret, thy dear,
Calls on thy loved name...,.. 'Tis thy friend
Thy Amoret; come hither, to give end
To these consumings. Look up gentle boy,
1 have forgot those pains and dear annoy
I suffered for thy sake, artd am content
- To be thy love again. Why hast thou rent
Those curled locks, where I have often hung
Ribons and damesk roses and have flung
. Waters distill’d to make thee fresh and gay,
Sweeter than nosegays on a bridal day ?
Why dost thou orass thine arms and hang
thy face
‘ Down $o thy bosom, letting fall apace
From those two little heav’'ns upon the ground,
Show'rs of more price, more orient and more

round

Than those that hang upon the moon’s pale
brow?

Cease these complainings, shepherd! I am
now

The same I ever was, as'kind and free
And can forgive before you ask of me;
Indeed I can and will."”

‘Who could resist her sweeb and sad smile? Still
deceived Perigot wounds her again; she falla buﬁ
withouf anger

..8o this work hath end!
Fare well and live ; be constant to thy fnend
That loves thee next.”

A nymph cures her, and at last Perigot, dis-
abused comes and throws herself on his knees before
her. She stretches out her arms; in spite of all he
had done, she was not changed :—

“I am thy love,
The Amoret, for ever more thy love !
Strike once more on my naked breast, I will
prove
As constant still. Oh! could’st thou. ‘fove me

v

How soon weuld I my former griefs forget.”
Such are the touching and poetical figures which
these poets introduce in their dramas or in connection
with their dramas, amidst murders, assasinations, the
clash of swords, the howl of slaughter, striving
against the raging men who adore or torment them,
like them earried to excess, transported by their
tenderness s the others by their violence; it is a
complete exposition as well as a perfect opposition of
the feminine instinct ending in excessive self-abandon-
ment and of masculine harshness ending in murderous

- inflezibility. Thus built up and thuos provided, the

drama of the age was enabled tg bring out the inner
depths of man and tcPset in motion, the most power-
ful human emotions ; to brigg upon the stage Hamlet
andLear, Ophelia an& Cordelia, the deafh ‘of Desde~
monsa and the butcheries of Macbeth.
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b ANCIENT JAFFNA
MUDALIAR C. RASANAYAGAM c.c.s.

An authentic history of North
Ceylon, Particularly of Jaffna based
on archeological Epigraphic and
linguistic researches is stated here
in a connected maaner from ancient
times up to the occupation of the
Jsland by the European. Professor
S. Krishnasamy lyengar has given
an appreciative foreword. :
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. KALANILAYAM

Purasawalkam, Madras.
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NATIONAL h

INSURANCE COMPANY,,LIMITED..
Head Office:

NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING, |

+ 7, Council House Street, Calcutta..
New Policies Issued in 1931

for over ... Rs.1,32,33,000
Showing an increase over i

the New Business figure _ e

for 1930 of ... e 5 1654 % .
Claims paid up to end of

1981 over ... -i.. Rs. 90,00,000

Invested Funds amount fo over Rs. 1,75,00, 000

LOW RATES LIBERAL CONDITIONS
-NEW TABLES  NEW BENEFITS

- For pamaulars & Agancles please write tor—

The Branch Secre(sary'.
R. G— DAS & Co., or Madras Braneh, -
: Manuqers o113, Armeman Street,
. Madras.

FIRE & ACCIDENT RISKS
covered by e
NATIONAL FIRE

AND

GENERALINSURANCE COMFANY'Ltd.,

NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,

7, Council House Street, Calcutta
The Branch Secretary,

Madras Branch, . R G DAS & Co.,
113, Armenian Street, oR . Mana.qars.
Madras.
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