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SRI RAMAYANA & SRI SKANDAPURANA
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Sl abg) sreEen

. The atmosphere of the eapital city.of the
state has been surcharged with the spirit of
Sri Ramayana, expounded by Sri Anantha-
rama Dikshitar and Sri Narayana Dikshitar,
for the, last over forty days. Harly in the
progress of the lectures, the exponents who
are brothers and who may now be described
as the modern Lava and Kucha of the present
day, brought up bLefore the great assembly
they were addressing, a picturesque presenta-
tion of Eri Skanda of the holy pool of
Saravana — a  kindred incarnation of
the Supreme. The great Valmiki would
appear to have forgotten for a moment that
he was forging the beauties of the epic
thgms of Ramayana, when he epitomised the
gfdatness of Sri Gangeya and the Ganges.
Both Rama and Skanda constitute the inte-
grated grace of the Trinity and it is but
fitting that the great Valmiki, in framing
his great epic., has portrayed the greatness
of Skanda in the beginning of his epic. The
most enjoyable portions of Ramayana have
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been incorporated in the immortal verses of
Sri Arunagiri in bhis divine Tiruppugazh
gongs on Muruga which may be said to be
Encyclopedic in their presentation of the
highest and most enjoyable spiritual experi-
ences of almost every purana. The univer-
sality of divine experience and spiritual
brotherhood, and the easy availability of the
Divine Grace for men in all grades of human
society are beautifully depicted in both, and
a very wolcome stress has been laid by the
expounders on the need to know « Dharma*
and to live it to make human life worth
having. The Bhakti side of “ Dharma®
has heen continuously expounded by the
brother pandits, and the public have un-
erringly indicated their gratitude and appre-
ciation of the exposition by the brother artists.

Dharma is bagic of the Hiuda philosophy
of life and its fruition. The tumultuous
appreciation of the public and its impressive
expression have raised Sri Apantharama
Dikshitar to aone of the highest altitudes ever
attained by any puranika. May the Lord
bless man kind with the elevation, spirituality
and universalism for which 8ri Anantharema
Dikshitar and his family have dedicated
themselves.

Thwruppugazh Mani.

——
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