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DIVINITY IN POETRY

Lord Tennyson sang in immortal words the
way of god-realisation. Self control, self know-
ledge and self reverence, these three alone lead
life to soverign power;_yet not for power; power
will come itself uncalled for. This shows that true

octry is inextricably knit with divine experience.

here are many animals within the human body,
and the first step to spiritual power is to control
these animals and become thelr masters. Some of
them areindeed wild. It is a job to deal with them,
with discretion and care and subjugate them. This
is self control.

The next ste}{ is one of gelf guidance, Guidance
comes only from knowledge. One has to engage’ to
know oneself bit by bit. Out of this self examina-
tion and scrutiny you become your own guide;
for the road each man treads is exclusively his
own. There is no companion or fellow pilgrim.

Even as rain water stagnates, then looks about
for a depression for & way ouf and then begins to
flow along, the successful pilgrimage of the soul
is and cannot but be the achivement of one’s own
endeavour, practice and understanding.

The effort in all these directions is aided from
point to point by the mercy of the Lord within
each heart and at last man discovers the Lord of
His search within himself. When he sees the Lord
within, he sees the Liord everywhere. When this
realisation comes, man’s object of reverence is
found within himself. Self reverence takes hold of
him. As all power emanates from God, Itdraws

ower from God, who kpows to revere Him.
overeign power comes from the Sovereign God
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of the heart. Hence the poet sang. Control the
animal within; search and know thyself; realise
the Lord within thyself and revere Him there
and everywhere. Become a Jivan Muktha, That
is true Siva-rajya.

—Thiruppugal Mani.
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