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GRATITUDE

The world consists of innumerable parts and
the wonder of it is that the parts which are so
contrarient to the eye, ave still knit together by
an unknown cosmic chord. Allparts are attracted
to the earth. Voluntary or involuntary submiss-
ion to this attraction generates the idea of being
drawn down even as the release from it gives the
ides of going above. The attraction of part to part
and the attraction of the parts to the whole
constitute the integrity of creation.

Even g0 in the metaphysical sphere, love is
the force of agreeable consistency between life
and life on the one hand and between life and the
All-Life on the other. Gratitude is the expression
of the individual life in response to the touch of
love from another life or from the All-Life.

The Bakta who is in constant loving touch
with god, carries the weight of two burdens, that
is, the weight of the Lord’s grace, and the respon-
ding weight of inescapable gratitude. The
Siddhars, the Nayeanmars and the Alvars and
others have groaned in moving song about the
flood of His mercy and the unrequitable feeling
of gratitnde to the Lord. The small loving
thoughts of the Liord opens the sluicc gates of the
flood of His Grace, and he is really unfortunate
‘who has not learnt the art of trading with the
Lord in terms of love and grace. But, if this
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trading is entirely iree of the spirit of bargain,
the results will be happier still.

This explains how the saints have glorified
the Liord and how the Tiord has glorified the
Bakta. Thisis beaubifully brought out in the
‘Pilla, Thamizh' (96r&r s g8 of Tiruchendur.

“BurrgmégGh syg-warf sk F pou

pifEg0 Quoer peyb
Gub@sr®ss agbiderdrl Guasorer
arargnd Gogrerr!”

The heart of the Bhakta is the abode of God.
The glory of the Loxd within is reflected com-
pletely in the Bhakia in his relations with the
world.

May the Lord’s will be done and may the
Bhalkta prosper. May the World also prosper in
contentment, plenty and peace.

Thiruppugal mani.
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