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War Risk Insurance.

HE Indian War Risk Insurance Scheme
which is to come into force in October
should be welcomed by all especially in view of
the continuation and extension of hostilities
" in the present war against the Nazis. There
may be some, who might think that, in view
of the distance that separates India from the
war theatres, war risks are either few or
nonexistent, while there may also be a few
who might be thinking that the scheme
is unjust because it applies to the whole
of India while it should apply only to coastal
towns and other places likely to be attacked
by the enemy. The present methods of war-
fare give no immunity to any particular
place or territory. It is not possible to divide
the country into areas liable to enemy attacks
and those immune from them. As the
international situation changes, threats may
arise at any place at any time. Besides
enemy action may affect not merely the
merchants of coastal towns, but all the
areas wherefrom goods and raw products are
sent to big marketing centres, resulting in a
crash in prices. Hence it is clear that the
scheme should be introduced in the whole
of the country.

~ The scheme makes insurance compulsory
for all those who have for sale goods of the
value of over Rs. 20,000 in any one district
or presidency town in British India, but
persons holding for sale goods of less than
Rs. 20,000 can insure them if they so wish
subject to payment of a minimum premium.
The premium has been fixed at half an anna
per cent per month. We hope the Govern-
ment would reconsider the rate by the end
of the quarter in the light of the conditions
then existing and alter the rate suitably.

The Government of India are, it is stated,
considering the question of introducing for
immovable property in India a scheme for
making good the damage on lines similar to
that in the United Kingdom. There the
question of making good the damags done by
war will be considered at the end of the
war; but as at the end of the war it will be
difficult to assess the cost of damaged
buildings, the Government there have
appointed a commission to assess the value

of the damage as it is being caused. This
information will be collected and preserved
and at the end of the war collated to entitle

.the owners of damaged property to such

financial assistance for reconstruction as
may be permitted by the position of the
British Treasury. The Weir Committee on
war damages had decided against the pos-
sibility of an insurance scheme for air raid
damage to property. @ We hope the Govern-
ment of India would take note of what the
British Premier stated recently in the House
of Commons on this question. Mr. Churchill
then said that it would, in his judgment,
be worth while for a further examination to
be made of the scheme for the insurance of
immovable property, particularly asit would
affect the small man. The man of small
means may not be in a position to wait till
the end of the war for help. Help should be
given to him soon. We hope the Govern-
ment of India would have this aspect of the
matter in mind when they decide the
question of war damage to property.

Failure of Co-operation in Madras.

THE recommendations of the Committee

on Co-operation in Madras Presidency
taken together reveal an admission of the
failure of the cooperative movement in this
province. 39 years of cooperative effort has
not improved the position of the people, and
drastic remedies like the rural insolvency law,
alteration in the mortgage system and violat-
ions of contracts are suggested. Unlimited
liability basis of the societies is to go and the
credit societies would simply be another vers-
ion of the joint stock banks and other money
lending institutions, the main difference being
that the former would be afforded certain
facilitiesand privileges, under the Coopera-
tive Societies Act. The failure of the
movement will be more apparent when we
consider that there has been phenomenal
growth in the number of credit societies,
while the numbar of non-credit societies and
credlt. societies with non-credit activities
has, till late]y, been very small The people
had been induced to join the societies
because of the low rate of interest at which
loans are available, '
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We are glad, however, that the com-
mittee have made some very valuable recom-
mendations. They have done well in giving
up the unlimited liability basis.  Whatever
might have been the conditions in the
country about 35 years ago, the present
conditions do not favour the retention of
that principle. While we agree that new
usufructuary mortgages should be auto-
matically redeemable in a fixed number of
years, we are against using this principle to
the existing mortgages. In many cases the
mortgaged lands would not even have paid a
reasonable rate of interest. Such expropria-
tions without compensation and the resulting
impression gaining ground that creditors
might be victimised later under a more
socialist or communist regime would under-
mine the credit structure of the country.

There is a complaint that there is alack
of coopsrators imbued with missionary zeal
to run cooperative institutions. Co-operative
missionaries had been working in the beginn-
ing of the movement and if the movement
had not profited thereby it shows that there

is something inherently wrong in the struc-

ture of the movement. No movement can
expect honorary service for all time. Hyery
mavement should so develop in strength and
vitality as to dispense with the service of the
honorary worker. If enthusiastic workers
are needed, it is better to face the problem
squarely and try to recruit them on ordinary
business principles. The organisation should

make it worth the while of the worker to-

work better by offering him reasonably
sufficient inducements. -

The inherent weakness of the movement
in 1ts early stages was that while the people
were offered loans at a lesser rate than that
prevailing at the time, it was not sufficiently
low when one considered the: poor returns
from the land. The yield from land ranges

“from three to four per cent and if a person
" borrows a thousand rupses, he would have to
forego the returns from land worth at least
three thousand rupees for a considerable time
in order to repay the debt. And since money
cannot be had at sufficiently low rates
for the benefit of the poor agriculturist, it
is necessary to see what could be done to
improve the economic condition of the people.

We have more than once stressed in these
columns on the importance of the subject.
We' have not only to improve the methods of
agriculture, but also to see that the ryot gets
a reasonably profitable price for his Crops.
We are glad that the Committee have made
certain sound recommendations on this aspect
of the question. They have for instance
recommended that loans against produce
should be developed through village societies
which should provide faecilities for storing
the produce in the interval between harvest
and sale, and that Government should extend
financial assistance for the construction of
godowns. « They have also made valuable
recommendations regarding marketing soci-
eties, societies for the improvement of
cottage industries, societies for weavers etc.
Intensive work on the lines suggested would
not only inculeate the ideals of cooperation
in the minds of the people, but also improve
their economic condition. For, when psople
see that they stand to gain by cooperation
in other fields than ecredit, the number of
non-credit societies and non-credit activities
in eredit societies would grow as the number
of eredit societies grew in the early stagesof
the cooperative movement in this province.
We hope the Government, the Co-operative
Department and the social workers would
concentrate on non-credit activities while at
the same time strengthening the credit side
of the movement.

The Groundnut Trade of Madras.

E are glad that the Commerce Member

of the Government of India had a
conference with the groundnut interests in
Madras Presidency before taking any
measures for improving the position as
regards the groundnut trade. Some of the
facts that emerged at the conference were
that there was no surplus of groundnut in
the market, that last year’s production had
been almost entirely consumed notwithstand-
ing the dimunition of exports and that the
present problem related only to providing a
market and adopting measures for the con-

. sumption of the present crop.

¥

ti :

-
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The British Government are buying a
considerable portion of the groundnut pro-
duction and a minimum price has been fixed
for this purchase. The problem of surplus
disposal would not be very serious if some of
the measures suggested are taken up in
earnest. For instance, until we are certain
of an expanding consumption, the area of
cultivation should be restricted and the
surplus of the present crop should be properly
stored for future use. For this purpose a
scientific investigation of the proper methods
of storage should at once be undertaken.
Advantage might be taken of the presence
in India of the delegates to the Eastern
Group Conference to explore, unofficially,
the chances of an increased inter-empire
trade in this product.

We are glad that the Conference also
agreed that measures should be taken to
increase the internal consumption of ground-
nut. Hxperiments are being carried out to
utilise groundnut oil as a lubricant either by
itself or in proportionate mixture with
mineral oils. If the experiments prove
successful, groundnut would have a growing
internal market. Increased production and
‘consumption of vegetable ghee would no
doubt go a great way to <olve the problem
to a considerable extent and every reasonable
effort should be made towards this end. We,
however, regret that the non-officials dis-
played totalitarian tendencies in their attack
on the producers of Vanaspathi (vegetable
ghee). The latter had not been given an
opportunity to state their cate nor were any
facts and figures given at the Conference to
justify the attack on the price or production
* of artificial ghee by the so-called ring. Nor
was any assurance offered to the * ring ” for
the disposal of any increased output at
reasonable prices.

It is possible, with a proper advertise-
ment and sales organisation, to increase the
sales of the groundnut ghee at a pheaper
price and thus make for an increased internal
consumption of groundnut. We hope the
Commerce Member would get into .?ou_ch
 with the manufacturers of the artificial
ghee so as to evolve a feasible scheme for an
extended use of the nuts by them.

As Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar says, the
cumulative effect of the various means
suggested might prevent the problem of the
surplus becoming serious and we hope
necessary steps would be taken to carry
these suggestions into effect as early as
possible.

South Indian Railway.

THE death of Sir Percy Rothera, a former
Agent and General Manager of the
South Indian Railway, removes from the
Home Board of this Railway a member
with outstanding abilities and vast personal
experience of the working of a great railway
system in South India. ‘For Sir Percy joined
the South Indian Railway Administration
in 1896 and continued till 1935 except for a
brief period when he served with distinction
in the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force
during the last war. The Home Board is
certainly the poorer for his death, for they
would miss the valuable experience gained
by Sir Percy during his long service in the
Railway. Now that Railway admicistrations
have to adapt themselves to changed condi-
tions of modern times, a mambser with the
requisite experience in actual touch with the
changing conditions would be found not only
desirable but also necessary. We doubt if
any with the necessary qualifications could be
had in England now. The bsst course that
the Home Board could adopt is to take
the present Agent and General Manager,
Mr. C. A. Muirhead, who is an efficient
administrator, as one of the Directors in
addition to his holding the present office.
The present war conditions making com-
munications difficult will prevent speedy
consideration of some of the urgent problems,
but the presence of a Board Member here in
the person of the Agent fully conversant .
with the general policy of the Railway
Company and the local conditions relating to
any important question might lead to speedy
disposal of important business. This pro-
ceedure might be considered out of the way,
but considering the needs of the circumstance
nothing can be said against it.
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Creation of Habit as a
Sales Factor-

HAT the creation of a habit could be
utilised as a good sales factor is illus-
trated by the success of the experimental
work that is being conducted by the Indian
Tea Market Expansion Board in some of the
important cities of this country. The object
of the experimental propaganda is the in-
culcation of the tea drinking habit into all
sections of the population of these cities by
means of free liquid tea and sale of pice
packets of dry tea to all sections and sexes
- of the communities. For this purpose each
city is divided into a number of working
areas each under the jurisdiction of a
demonstrator. The demonstrator distributes
a cup of tea per day to every individual in
the area. The distribution is to the house
and not to the individual. If a household
consists of seven people, the house gets seven
cups of tea so that the drinking of tea at a
certain time every day becomes a domestic
oceurrence. This campaign has been found
to be so successful that more towns have
been included in the scheme. The Com-
missioner gives his opinion that the campaign
is achieving its object and states that in
almost all the shops in the areas where such
campaigns are conducted stocks of tea have
increased and moreover the bulk of this
stock is in small packets which are rapidly
replacing the old trade in loose. tea.

. In this connection we would offer a
suggestion. It is not enough inculcating the
tea drinking habit. It is necessary to make
arrangements for the continuous supply of
small packets of tea of the same quality that
is usedin the campaign. The big tea concerns
might join and pool their resources to issue,
for the use of the poor, standard packets
with a distinctive mark containing good
quality blend of tea, at reasonably fair
prices As adulterated and inferior tea is
sold in many places and good tea is generally
difficult to procure at reasonable rates, the
tea drinking habit, even if formed, may be
given up if the Board does not arrange for
efficient widespread sale of a standard quality
product. : :

<

Agricultural Statistics of Pudukkottai State
for the year 1939—1940.

Village papers show 7,22,051 acres which
comprises of ,—

(1) Forests 22,857, (2) Not available for
cultivation 1,95,678, (3) Other uncultivated land
excluding current fallows 41,863, (4) Current fallows
2,05,842, (5) Net area sown during the year
FAYY 5

Crops irrigated were :—Rice 1,05,797, Jowar
687, Bajra 173, Maize 901, Other cereals and pulses
6,279, Sugarcane 40, Other food crops 1,775,
Cotton 3, Other non-food crops 75 acres.

Total area sown with crops were:—Rice
1,11,553, Cholum or jowar (millet) 12,090, Cumbu
or bajra (millet) 5,496, Ragi or marua 23 564, Maize
1,426, Gram (pulse) 20,332, Other food grains
including pulses 35,059, Sesamum (til or jinjili) 373,
Ground-nut 21,644, Cocoanut 1,342, Castor 352,
Others 67, Condiments and spices 997, Sugarcane
43, Others 184, Cotton 662, Tobacco 15, Fodder
crops 54, Fruits and Vegetables including root
crops 1,718, Food 1,904, Non-food 21,970, Net
area sown during the year 2,53,802.

Number of live-stock, ploughs, and carts:—
Bulls 1,830, Bullocks 81,973, Cows 63,568, Young
stock (calves) 83,642, Male buffaloes 5,886, Cow
buffaioes 17,184, Young stock (buffalo calves) 7,664,
Sheep 2,983,349, Goats 1,16,639, Horses 82, Mares 60,
Young stock (colts and fillies) 14, Donkeys 1,000,
Camels 1, Ploughs 57,815, Carts 13,748.

Incidence of the land revenue assessment on
area and population:—Total revenue from land
(excluding cesses) of district Rs. 9,385,903, Population
of district 4,00,694, Total revenue from land per
head Rs. 2—5—4, Liand revenue assessed on fully
assessed area Rs. 7,84,492, Incidence per acre of
land revenue on fully assessed area for total area
Rs. 2—5—9, For cultivated area Rs. 3—14-—0,
Population of fully assessed area 4,00,694, Land
revenue assessment per head of population of fully
assessed area Rs. 1—15—4.

Special Features in the Mysore Census.

Some of the special features of the nexf census
in Mysore were explained recently by Mr. P H.
Krishna Rao, Census Superintendent in Mysore.
Cattle census would be correlated with the popula-
tion census. Certain essential rural and urban
statistics would be collected during the census and
made available in each village, taluq and town. A
survey would be made of the house room available
for each family in urban areas and a census would
be taken both of cottage and organised industries,
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Training of Technicians.

The Government of India are making immediate
arrangements to train about 3000 technicians for
war industries in accordance with the recommendat-
ions of the Technical Training Inquiry Committee
appointed in June last. Further arrangements are
contemplated in order to meet the requirements of
technical personnel for war work estimated at
approximately 10,000 men annually. The Govern-
ment have accepted all the recommendations of
the Technical Training Inquiry Committee. The
Committee had recommended among others, that
as the time factor was of the first importance, the
training course should be intensive and should not
ordinarily exceed one year in durafion, that the
Central Government should pay the whole cost of
training and provide all the additional equipment
required and that trainees should be paid stipends
which will be subject to refund if the persons trained
fail to accept the employment for which they had
been trained.

Tt is stated that Provincial Governments are
being addressed with a view to obtaining volunteers
for war training from among students who are
already in technical institutions and arranging for
technical institutions to take in additional students

- for war training up to the limit of their present
capaciby.

No Unemployed.

Some remarks by the Committee are worth
noting. The Committee expresses the opinion that,
during the next two or three years, it would be
difficult to train more skilled men than war
production work could absorb ; that the stimulus
given to Indian industrial system by war production
would be maintained after the war and that the
risk of any considerable number of skilled men
becoming unemployed was small.

Education and Industry.

The Committee also remark that the present
system of education in India is too academic and
not sufficiently in touch with the day to day negds
and conditions obtaining in industry. The intensive
war training now contemplated will correct these
tendencies and contribute to a more efficient system
of technical education after the war.

ADVERTISE IN THE

VARTHAGA OOLIAN

Experimental Silk Farm in Mysore.

The establishment of an experimental silk farm
on Biligirirangal hills, Mysore State, has been
sanctioned by the Mysore Govenment, The main
activities of the farm will be the rearing of pure
foreign breeds of silk-worms. The Government
have also sanctioned the development of new
seed-cocoon producing areas in Dodballapur and
Kyatasandra areas; the release of about 50 acres of
forest land in Chikkamangudde to a Harijan
sericultural colony and the establishment of a
Government Grainage at Ummathur in Chamaraja-
nagar Talug, Mysore District.

More than 2,000 acres of land in Mysore
were newly brought under mulberry up to the end
of June 1940.

A sub-committee has been appointed to review
the progress so far made regarding the supply of
disease-free layings and fo suggest steps to accelerate
the pace so that an adequate supply of good seed is
available within a reasonable period.

While agreeing with the need to introduce
legislation to control silkworn seed supply in Mysore,
the Sericulture Board has referred a draft regulation
to the above sub-committee so that definite propasals
may be made regarding the area where control may
be introduced.

The Board has recommended to Government
the grant of Rs. 500 to the Mysore Silk Association
to hold a Provincial Sericultural Conference.

Salts Prevents Heat Stroke.

An extra ration of salt is reported to have
proved beneficial in the maintenance of the general
health of troops of the army in India in the hot
weather and is considered to be useful in the
prevention or reduction of heat stroke and the
effects of heati according to the annual report on the
health of the Army in India for 1938.

To allow for the increased loss of salt from
profuse perspiration during hot weather an extra
salt ration has been allowed at certain stations
between May 15 and September 80. The pre-
ponderance of cases of heat exhaustion is towar ds
the end of the hot weather period when the drain
oésalt from the body is likely to have its greatest
effect.

A daily loss of salt in the perspiration which
is not made good by the daily food after two or
three months is considered to produce a deleterious
effect on the general health.

P——
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ENCOURAGE the habit of thrift

e_arly in life and make suitable provision for your boy.

CHILDREN'S DEFERRED ASSURANCE

TAKE OUT A POLICY UNDER {
WITH THE %

THE STRONGEST and MOST POPULAR i
INDIAN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY. m

|
|
ﬁ "ORIENTAL"
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CHILDREN’S DEFERRED ASSURANCE
is a new scheme designed to enable a parent

li to provide for his child by payment of a very
: low rate of premium a Limited Payment Whole
Life or Endowment Assurance Policy, the risk

under which will commence at a selected age not

earlier than age 22

Write for particulars to :—— The Branch Secretary
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GOVT. SECURITY LIFE ASSURANCE Co., Ltd. E

McDONALD’S ROAD, CANTONMENT, TRICHINOPOLY.
Head Office: BOMBAY.
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World Trade.

Movements in international trade, as indicated
in a recent issue of ‘ The Monthly Bulletin of
Statistics” of the League of Nations, show
expansion in the exports of raw material from
producing countries since the outbreak of war;
increase in the production of petroleum ; in the
shipments of rubber ; and in shipping freights.

Exports.

Manganese ore from India, tin from Nether-
lands Indies, meat and lead from Australia, linseed
from Argentine, timber and ferro-alloys from Canada,
figure among the commodities showing increase in
exports. The world production of petroleum for
January and February 1940 was estimated at 243
and 23% million tons respectively. An interesting
figure regarding the stocks of crude petroleum in the
United States is that, where as at the end of August
1939, it was just over 34 million metric tons, by
March 1940, it seems to have risen nearly to 86
million tons. In the case of rubber, where as the
monthly shipment of rubber from producing
countries during the first eight months of 1939,
where roughly 80,000 metric tons, in both February
and March 1940, the amount was 115,000 metric
tons.

Price Movement.

The general level of prices of primary products
as quoted on American markets, after having risen
on the average by some 15% above the ore war level,
remained fairly stable between the end of 1939 and
the beginning of May 1940. In the grain markets,
however, substantial falls were recorded during May,
Prices of tin and rubber increased considerably.

Note Circulation.

Among the countries whose note circulation is
shown for the end of April 1940, the most striking
change an increase by 16% in the course of the
month-oocurred in Denmark. In Germany, the
circulation of Reichsbank notes continued to expand,
being 15% higher in April 1940 than in October
1939, and 479 higher than in April 1939. The note
issue of the Bank of France has shown a more
moderate increase (by 8% since Ociober and 259,
since April 1939) and that of the Bank of England
has risen even less (by 2% since October and 10%
since April 1939). After the sharp expansion of
currency in the autumn of 1939, there‘ was a
comparative stability, up to the end of Agrll 1940,
in such countries as Roumania, Switzerland,

Hungary and Greece.

New Types of
Third Class Carriages in S.I. Ry.

An improvement in the standard of comfort of
third class passengers and more especially to small
excursion parties has been provided by the construc-
tion of two new types of coaches for use on the
Broad Gauge. !

The smaller coach has a seating capacity for
76 passengers and is built on the compartmental
principle, with four compartments two of twenty-
one seats and two of seventeen seats, and provided
with upper bunks. Hach compartment has a separate
water closet and the coach itself is equipped with a
dynamo. Educational Institutions taking out small
excursion parties will find the use of this coach
very comfortable.

For the use of larger excursion parties and
marriage groups, a similar coach, but with a seating
accommodation for 104 passengers and provided
with 6 compartments two of 20 seats and four of
16 seats with water closets to each compartment
has been recently constructed. .

These facilities should be appreciated by the
public in general and Educational Institutions in
particular. _

Empire War Supplies.

The Government of India in consultation with
His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom
have been considering possibility of establishing
close liaison between India, the Commonwealth of
Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa
Southern Rhodesia, Burma, Malaya, Hong Kong:
Ceylon and the African territories represented in
East African Governors' Conference for the purpose
of ensuring that the best possible use is made of
their resources existing and potential for the
purposes of the war.

It is hoped that Conference will enable the
participating Governments to settle a joint policy for
the co-ordination and development of their resources
for the purposes of the War and to establish some
form of permanent liaison arrangement with that
object in view. —

Seed Storage.

Investigation in the Silvicultural Section of
the Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun have
shown that the seed of most species refains its
vitality when stored in airtight containers, but
different seed covers, such as well washed coarse
sand, sifted decomposed vegetable manure farmyard
manure or sifted nursery oil do not seem to have
any significant effect on germination within shade
of without,

—— e
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Larger Imports Into Empire from India.

. The recent extension of the war in Hurope has
meant a loss of about 22 per cent in value on an
average of the total Indian export of principal
commodities and a loss of about 18 per cent of the
total value of -the total Indian export trade of all
commodities with all countries during 1938—39.

However, the off-take of about 7 non-Empire
countries constituted a record. = For example, in
June 1940 Traq imported Indian merchandise to the
‘tune of Rs. 7,07,880 against Rs. 8,00,357 for the
corresponding month of the previous year. Thailand
(Siam) increased her imports from India to
Rs. 6,82,055 against Rs. 1,67,902; Egypt to
Rs. 37,67,981 against Rs. 9,564,187 ; Portuguese
Hast-Africa to Rs. 8,46,451 against Rs. 5,94,992 ;
United States of America to Rs. 2,81,21,759 against
‘Rs. I,564,04,063; West Indies to Rs. 6,63,096
against Rs. 88,876 and South America to
Rs. 89,564,953 against Rs. 20,41,215.

The total volume of Indian export trade to the
British Empire stood at Rs. 10,37,08,942 against
Rs. 7,75,62,005 in June 1939. The United Kingdom
alone imported from India merchandise to the value
({%?; 6,68,438,211 against Rs. 4,83,21,128 in June

In the period April to June 1940, the total
value of exports of Indian merchandise to the
British Empire was Rs. 81,17,57,606 against
Rs. 20,48,98,295 during the same period in 1939,
Out of this volume of trade the United Kingdom
alone took goods to the value of Rs. 18,97,52,679
against Rs. 12,21,11,678 previously.

. The total value of the export trade of India
with all countries during 1938—39 was
Rs. 1,62,79,00,000 and the total value of India’s
export trade with the principal continental countries
affected by the war during the same period amonnted
to Rs. 29,21,00,000.

There has been absolutely mo export trade
with U. S. 8. R. Norway, Germany, Belgium,
Austria, Czechoslovakia and Italian Bast-Africa for
the past few months.

On the other hand, in June 1940 exports to
some of the remaining continental countries
dwindled, Thus exports Sweden dropped to Rs. 3,861
in June 1940 from Rs. 3,89,890 in June 1939 ; to
Netherlands to Rs. 61,128 from Rs. 50,91,065 ; to
Switzerland to Rs. 38,844 from Rs. 1,338,664 ; to
Ttaly to Rs. 1,70,999 from Rs. 12,06,996; to
Borneo and Java to Rs. 1,49,053 from Rs. 7,88,174 ;
to Japan to Rs. 51,45,075 from Rs. 1,23,54,659;
and other foreign countries to Rs. 13,30,290 from
Rs. 82,99,766.  Since June most of these markets
have been further affected.

PUBLICATIONS  RECEIVED.

—_—

London Chamber of Commerce Journal

The Pudukkottai Gazette

The Industrial Australian and Mining Standard
Mysore Chamber of Commerce Bulletin

South Africa Standard Bank Review

Mysore Information Bulletin

Official Journal (Union of South Africa)

Indian Jute Committee Bulletin.

Monthly Survey of Business Conditions in India.
Statistical Bulletin of the International Rubber Regula-
The Cochin Government Gazette [tion Committee
Monthly Summary of the National Bank of Australasia
The Madras Wholesale Market Rates

Market Information Bulletin (Ceylon)

Madras Market Price Current (Patterson)

Share Market Report (Maconochie)

Pudukkottai State War Information Bureau Bulletin
Monthly Review of the Bank of Nova Scotia
Statistical Bulletin of the International Tin Research
Textile Digest [and Development Council
Indian Information. The Ceylon Trade Journal
Southern India Commerce Railway Herald

Indian Soap Journal Gram Udyog Patrika
Circulaire:Commerciale Economic News

Bombay Information Journal Officiel

Monthly Record Industry

The Whip Guardian

Indian Listener Indian Trade

Commercial News Batanagar News

The Prince Indian Sugar

Advertiser Ceylon and the War

The Commercial Opinion  Sugar Bullettin

Ceylon Radie Times Eastern Economist

Sunday Observer The Indian Trade Journal
Indian Concrele Journal Indian Farming
Hyderabad Radio News  Anglo-American News
Indian Tea Bulletin

Percentage losses in the export of principal
commodities from India to the continental countries
are:—Seeds 56 per cent; raw jute 54 per cent;
raw cotton 25 per centi; raw hides and skins 33 per
cent ; oil-cakes 41 per cent ; metals and ores 17 per
cent ; cotton waste 49 per cent ; coir manufactures
38 per cent ; coffee 37 per cent; lac 20 per cent ;
bones for manufacturing purposes 95 pexr cent ; raw
rubber 24 per cent ;  spices 19 per cent; manures
40 per cent ; black tea 1 per cent ; tanned hides and
skins 2 per cent. The total value of the exports of
these commodities to the European countries affected
by the war amounted to Rs. 27,63,24,000 out of &
total export trade of India in all these commodities
amounting to Rs. 1,24,28,24,000. In other words the
war situation has aflected these commodities to an
extent of 22 per cent. The Government of India
are, it is stated, fully alive to the situation created
and actually examining the ways and means of
meeting it. ———
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Picking of Citrus Fruits for Marketing.

Too often local producers pick fruit before their
right stage of maturity. To ensure the arrival of
fruit in the market in an attractive and satisfactory
condition to the trade they must be picked at their
best stage of maturity.

Oranges, grapefruit, mandarins, &c., usually
attain their best stage of maturity a little before
they ave fully coloured. The sugar content and
quality increase up to this stage of maturity and
the fruit acquire their best flavour when they are
picked af this stage. At the same time if kept on
the tree too long the fruit become flat and insipid.

Oranges and grapefruit should therefore be
picked at this stage of maturity and it has been
found that grapefruit in particular gain flavour and
softness of flesh if kept for a week after picking and
stored in a dry and cool shed or room. If the fruit
are picked earlier before they are matured, especially
in the case of oranges, grapefruit, &c., they assume
a light yellow colour and an external appearance
which may deceive one into believing they are ripe,
but they never acquire the rich delicate flavour of
the fruit ripened on the tree. They usually have a
decidedly acid and sometimes a bitter flavour and
never the true flavour of the fruit.

TLimes and lemons must be picked when they
ave fully developed but while they are still green.
If allowed to ripen and turn yellow on the trees
they become over-ripe and do not develop the acidity
that characterizes a fruit picked at the right stage.

In picking, the following procedure should be
carefully adopted :—

(1) No fruit should be allowed to drop while
picking.

(2) The fruit should not be handled roughly or
bruised in any way. :

(3) The fruit should be picked with a proper
length of stem but not too long, ¢.e., & inch

(4) It would be advisable to use clippers, picking
bags, field baskets, &c , to prevent mecha-
nical injury to the fruit.

(5) No fruit should be picked when the trees
are wet due to rain or dew. In wet
weather the fruit are turgid and are easily
injured. A bright clear day is ideal for
picking.

(6) No fruit should be expose@ to sum for more
than an hour after picking.

Reproduced from the Ceylon Agricultural
Department's Handbill No. 42.

Paper Making at Dehra Dun.

On paper made in its Paper Pulp Section, the
Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, has brought
out its latest Annual Report on Forest Research.

Nearly five tons of writing, printing, typing,
wrapping, newsprint, drying, cover and brown
papers, and mounting boards were made in the
experimental factory, of which about three tons
were supplied to various Government institutions,
besides 1,100 Ibs. of pulp supplied to the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India for usein the preservation
of monuments.

Researches are being continued on the manu-
facture of wrapping paper from raw materials
available in India’s forests. = Paper has been made
both in the laboratory and at the factory from wilae
sulphate pulp alone, and from mixtures of wlla
sulphate pulp with chir sulphate and chir mechanical
pulp.

Newsprint from Indian Material.

By grinding chir (Pinus longifolia) and bendi
(Kydia calycina), attempts are being made to
prepare mechanical pulp for the production of cheap
wrapping papers and newsprint quality of papers.
A fairly satisfactory quality of newsprint has been
made from a mixture of bendi mechanical pulp and
bamboo chemical pulp, and studies are being
continued on the production of mechanical pulp
from bendi and other soft woods.

Apart from investigations on various types of
grasses from Rewa, Madras, Sind and Jaipur, as to
their suitability for manufacture of paper and straw
boards, details of the processes necessary for the
production of cleaner and better sheets of paper out
of waste paper from offices have been worked out
for the Sialkot Jail. Special investigations into the
causes of discolouration of pulp were undertaken on
behalf of paper mills aud an interim report on a
tentative method of bleaching to prevent discoloura-
tion has been submitted to the Paper Makers’
Association, Calcutta; investigations ors being
continued, ;

Paper Making as Cottage Industry.

With a grant made by the Government of the
United Provinces, studies have been made of the
possibilities of improving paper making processes,
so that hand-paper making can be carried on as a
cottage industry ; and writing papers and envelopes
(white and coloured) drawing papers, blotting papers,
cover papers, wall papers, greeting cards, etc., have
been made out of raw materials such as tailors’
cuttings, paper cuttings, bamboo and grass pulp,
etc.” Other raw materials available in or near the
villages will also be tried.

——



September 1940

Possibilities of Kamala Dye Powder.

How with scientific method of preparation
India may yet regain for herself the export market,
which she is losing, for Kamala, an orange-red
powder consisting of minute red glands and hair of
the fruit of an evergreen tree Mallotus, which grows
throughout the plains of India, and may have, in
addition, a synthetic dye industry of her own, is
revealed by investigations which the Forest Research
Institute, Dehra Dun, has lately been making,

The tree from the fruit of which Kamala is
derived, is common in the United Provinces and
occurs in profusion in Bengal, Bombay and Orissa.
The ripe capsules are gathered in February or March
and the powder is collected either dry, by shaking
the capsules in a bag, or wet, by stirring them in
water and collecting the sediment in the form of
cakes.

Kamala has been used as a dye and an anthe-
Imintic in India for centuries and has been exported
to Hurope and America for the same purpose for a
long time. Asa dye it is used for imparting to silk
and wool a bright orange or flame colour.

High Adulteration.

Lately owing to high adulteration there has
been a sethack in the export of this product. Pure
Kamala is said to contain not more than 1.5 per
cent of ash. In trade, however, a powder with
.5.8. per cent of ash is considered satisfactory, and
1t 18 on this specification that the Huropean and
American importers primarily purchase it from
India, but quite frequently the material available in
the Indian market is highly adulterated with sand,
earthy impurities, red brickdust, etc., and samples
containing as much as 50 to 87 per cent of mineral
matter have been reported.

5 Uses for Kamala.

The experiments at the institute show: that
Kamala, when properly prepared, should not only
find favour with the foreign importers once again,
but it can also be profitably utilised in this country
for a variety of purposes. The colouring matter,
being soluble in oils and fats, could be employed for
colouring hair oils, butter and its substitutes and in
the form of its water soluble sodium or ammonium
salt, for colouring aerated waters.

In India foodstuffs are often deliberately
coloured, but India is not yet producing synthetic
dyes, all of which have to be imported, and, there-

_fore, if any suitable vegetable raw material could
be employed for the extraction of an edible dye, 1t
should be welcome. In the United Provinces alone
about 1,000 maunds of Kamala is collected annually,
and the whole of it could be converted into dye and
made available for colouring silk, wool, oils, fats,
food materials, etc. -

Varthaga Oolian 53

BooKs RECEIVED.

Ceylon-Day by Day Tours.
Ceylon Calling.

Visit Ceylon-The Enchanted Isle.
Colombo.

The above from the Director, Government Tourist
Bureau, Ceylon.

The Annual Report of the Department of Industries
and Commerce, New Zealand for the period ended
31st Maxch 1940.

Administration Reports of the Government Press
Archaeological Department, Sri Chitralayam:
Education Department, Publication of Oriental

- Manuscripts, Department for the Uplift of Back-
ward Communities, the Excise Department, Forest
Department, Marine Department, Coopertive
Department, Economic Development Board,
Alleppey, Lianding and Shipping Fees Committee
of the Government of Travancore for 1114 M. H,

Annual Report of the Agricultural Marketing
Adviser and summarised reports of Senior Market-
ing Officers in provinces and cerfain States for
the year ending 31st December 1939.

The Liocal Authorities Handbook of New Zealand
193738 from Government Statistician.

The Annual Report on the working of the Univer-
sity of Travancore for the year 1114 M. E. ‘

The Crow in its relation to Agriculture by H. R.
Kalmbach, Bureau ot Biological Survey.

The feeding of chickens by Harry W. Titus, Bureau
of Animal Industry.

Liquefied gas for the household by A. H. Senner,
Bureau of Agricultural Chemistry and Engineer-
ing and Helen S. Holbrook, Bureau of Home
Kconomics.

Forestry and Permanent prosperity by R. F.
Hammatt, Forest Service.

The stablefly-How to prevent its annoyance and
its losses to livestock by F. C. Bishopp, Bureau

" of Entomology and Plant Quarantine.

Judging fabric quality by Bess Viemont Morrison,
Bureau of Home Economics.

The Vegetable Weevil by M. M. High, Bureau of
TEntomology and Plant Quarantine.

Report of the Chief of the Agricultural Marketing
Service 1989 U. S. A. by C. W. Kitchen.

Report of the Chief of the Sugar Division 1939
U. S. A. by Joshua Bernhardt.

- Report of the Southern India Chamber of Commercé,

Madras for 1939.
Tin and its uses (No. 6)

—— s
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Eri Silk Cottage Industry in Baroda.

The Government of Baroda sanctioned last
year a scheme for training cultivators in eri culture.
A specialist was obtained from the Government Silk
Institute at Bhagalpore and classes were opened at
Devli in Kodinar taluka on 1—7—1939, and later
at Kachhiawadi in Navsari district. 84 persons in
8 villages of Kodinar taluka and 7 persons of
Kachhiawadi in Navsari taluka were trained in
these classes.

The eri silk eggs reared by these classes have
been declared to be satisfactory by the Government
Silk Institute of Bhagalpore. Demonstrations in
eri silk culture were given at exhibitions held at
Ampreli, Vyara, Baben, Dhamdachha and other
places.

In view of the success of the scheme and the
interest the public has taken in this industry,
Government have ordered that the scheme should
be continued for another year.

Industries in Baroda.

During the year 1938—39 all the 16 cotton
mills in the Baroda State as also the Cement, Salt,
Match and Sugar Concerns were working satis-

actorily. A new concern, the Tata Chemicals,
was floated during the year to undertake the manu-
facture of heavy chemicals such as soda ash, caustic
soda, bleaching powder and chlorine. Necessary
Jands have been acquired and construction work has
been started.

In the calico printing and engraving classes
149 and 18 students respectively were trained. A
metal work class was started at Baroda. 18 students
were admitted and trained in moulding casting,
filling etc. Demonstration in spinning aud hand-
loom weaving were carried on in different centres.
Improved methods of bark tanning were demons-
trated to the chamars of various places. A trained
eri silk demonstrator was obtained from Bhagalpore
and a class for conducting experiments in eri silk
. worm was started from May 1939.

The number of factories working under the
Factory Act during the year was 130 as against 137
in the previous year. The total numbar of operatives
was 34,314 os against 34,208 in the preceding year.

To remove unemployment among educated
persons belonging to the back-ward classes a scheme
was sanctioned for giving scholarships to the
members of the backward communities. Each
candidates will be deputed to the various mills as
apprentices every six months with a view to their
future employment in those concerns.

Agriculture in Baroda.

During the first three months of 1940, the
following were the outstanding items of agricultural
progress in the State of Baroda.  The use of 1027
A. L. F. cotton seed is rapidly increasing. Arrange-
ments are in progress for opening a seed farm at
Diyodarda near Patan and a fruit farm at Gandevi.
Visit of H. H. the Maharaja Saheb and H. E. the
Viceroy to the Government farm at Baroda in
January has stimulated interest among agriculturists.
Uptake of improved agricultural implements was
maintained. Scheme enabling cultivators to buy
implements at one third the cost price on instalment
basis came into being. The six cotton sale societies
pressed 3,775 bales. Marketing is in progress
through the centre opened for the purpose at Surat
in January. 1,685 Bengali maunds of ghee was
graded.

Cooperation in Baroda.

There was good progress in the cooperative
movement in Baroda State in 1988—39. The
number of cooperative institutions increased from
1139 to 1244 while the membership increased from
55,735 to 60,379. Out of the total number of
societies nearly one-seventh were engaged in non-
credit activities which is a good sign for the
cooperative movement in the State. Besides, credit
institutions are also engaging themselves in non-
credit activities. For instance two of the agricultural
banks were engaged in supply and sale activities.
One of the bank, that at Amreli has been authorised
to organise a market for agricultural produce.

There were 13 development associations and
12 rural reconstuction societies. :

A cooperative Insurance society commenced
operations during the year. Some societies with
large membership have introduced the provident
fund system.

The State cooperative department, as usual,
continued the policy of inducing credit societies to
undertake non-credit activities. Seven new societies
were organised for the distribution of cotton seeds
to members.

Two new societies weve registered for the
consolidation of scattered holdings raising the
number of such societies to 79. '

Twelve new cotton sale societies were registered
making the total 30, while a number of village
credit societies were induced to undertake joint
sale of cotton.

There were three groundnut societies and five
village supply societies, two in each being new
registrations for the year, ;

Besides these, there were 11 milech cattle
soc@eties, two for cattle breeding, 12 housing
societies, one insurance, 72 weavers' societies and
21 students’ stores societies.

e
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REVIEWS

The Textile Digest.

[Quarterly Journal of the Textile Association
(India). Published at Ganesh Bhuvan, Suparibaug
Road, Bombay, 12.]

The July issue of the Textile Digest contains
a number of useful avticles relating to the Textile
industry. Mr. T. G. Choudhari writes on Weaving
Shed Efficiency while the Place of Power in the
Economy of Textile Mills is dwelt with in another
article by Mr. P. V. S. Iyengar. Dealing with the
Limitations of Research as applied to Works’
Practice, Mr. J. B. Sane says that the major part
of the work of the Works’ chemist consists in regu-
larising those constant factors that he has to put up
with, and then as and when possible, to adopt
Decessary changes in the chemicals and processes
to yield economic, efficient and superior results.
As regards the scope for a Works’ chemist to take
.up research work on the lines of those employed in
the laboratory where production is a secondary
consideration, Mr. Sane says that the research work
of the chemist will be mainly on the side of efficient
and economic production and systematic orgamnisat-
ion developed with a view to render the various
processes fool-proof and of a routine character—
processes in which the vagaries of the human
element are reduced to a minimum 7.e. in short,
processes that have become normally mechanical.
When these are achieved, the chemist might try to
modify both these processes and the chemicals used,
with a view to get better and cheaper results with-
out affecting production.

There is also an informative article on the
effect of humidity on cotton fibre. -

Tin and its uses No. 6.

The sixth issue of this Quarterly Review of
the International Tin Research and Development
Council, contains an illustrated article, describing a
special tinning machine designed to produce more
uniform and less porous tin coatings on tinplate.
This machine embodies certain new features which
are not yet employed in industrial practice, one of
which is a device for securing a smooth drive for
the rollers.

Another article which is of particular interest
at the present time, explains the uses of fusible
alloys for the mountiug of dies and punches for
press-tool work, for foundry work and for bending
tubes and sections,

~ An article entitled “Fluxes for Soldering **
gives important information regarding the types of
flux available and the uses to which each type is
suited. Further details are given in this issue as to
the best methods oi ensuring adhesion of bearing
metals to bearing shells of cast-iron and alloy steel.

Other articles give examples of technical
difficulties encountered by tin consumers and of the
Council’s suggestions for overcoming them ; this
service of technical advice is available to any firn
engaged on processes in which tin is involved.

Copies of Tinm and its Uses may be obtained
free of charge from the International T'in Research
and Development Council, Fraser Road, Greenford,

Middlesex, England.

Tourist Guides to Ceylon.

[Ceylon, Day by Day Tours; Colombo; and
folders, Visit Ceylon and Ceylon Calling. Issued
by the Government Tourist and Publicity Bureau,
Colombeo. |

Well illustrated and neatly got up above publi-
cations give sufficient information for the tourist,
who wishes to see Ceylon. In Ceylon, Day by Day
Tours, all the important tourist resorts are deseribed,
the noteworthy sights in each place being noted
with much detail. Colombo being the Capital of the
Island, it has a pamphlet for itself. This is also
profusely illustrated and contains much valuable
information for the tourist.

Both the publications contain much information
of a general character such as list of hotels, charges
for rikshaws and taxis, information above transport
facilities ebc. Mention might be made here of the
1ssue by the Ceylon Government Railway of cheap
first class tourist tickets for travel to an unlimited
extent during the available period at Rs. 50 for two
weeks and Rs. 75 for a month. Specimen tours to
suit the time at the disposal of the tourist lasting an
hour or more and one to fourteen days are also
included. We Congratulate the Bureau on the
production of these publications.

ADVERTISE IN THE

"VARTHAGA OOLIAN"
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The following are the Current Market
at Negapatam on 22—9—40.

Rs. Al P
White Samba 190 lbs. per bag 11 0 0
Red Samba 190 lbs. 5 1051450
Katta Samba 190 1bs. E LOEN6. 0
New Crop (Kuruvai) 190 lbs. 5 9 4 0
Rangoon Black Gram 216 lbs. s liE I8N0
Rangoon Madhiya Rice 225 lbs. 9 14 8 0
Broken Rice (Rangoon) 230 lbs. 5 afol A0
Karachi Kadalai 220 lbs. 5 14 10 0
Karachi Kadalai Mavyu 210 lbs. A 13 8 0
(Pea-cock Brand)
Karachi Kadalai Mavu 210 lbs. 5 14 8 0
(Key Brand)
Kadalai Full DAl e A
Kadalai (3 size) 0 Momam & 5 L q2 00 0
Wheat Flour (Cross) 196 lbs. S 13t 8 0
(Ship Brand)
‘Wheat Flour 196 lbs. el 1376" {0
(Tree Brand)
‘Wheat Flour 196 lbs. o 13 4 0

(Nilgiri Brand)

Suji (Ship Brand) A96HlbES 15 140 0
Suji (Tree Brand) 196 lbs. 5 13 12 0
Karachi White Gram 205 lbs. 5 1258 0
Kismis 164 lbs. 55 30510540
Gingelly (Punasa) 164 Ibs. 4 12 0510
Black Gingelley 164 lbs. = 13 4 0
Red Gram 216 lbs. 2 12519850
Bengal Gram 216 lbs. 2 15712540

Indian Piecegoods for Afghanistan.

There is considerable scope for the extension of
Indian exports of cotton piecegoods to Afghanistan,
according to the Indian Trade Agent in Kabul.

The total volume of cotton piecegoods and
other manufactures of cotton exported by India to
Afghanistan during the last quarter of 1939 amoun-
ted to Rs. 9,69,883 (I1ndia) as against Rs. 8,25,385
during the corresponding period of 1938. In the
same period, Japan improved her trade in cotton
piecegoods and other manufactures of cotton from
Rs. 14,083,708 in 1938 to Rs. 17,99,501 in 1939.
Her trade in silk manufactures increased from Rs.
83,843 to Rs. 1,82,957.

Japan lost a considerable portion of its market
in green ftea, exporting to the value of only Rs.
1,01,579 as against Rs. 1,98,263 in the correspond-
ing quarter of the previous year.

India increased her exports to Afghanistan
during the quarter from Rs. 13,73,876 in 1938 to
Rs. 21,82,796; Japan from Rs 18,62,626 to Rs.
21,86,307 ; the United Kingdom from Rs. 3,42,528
to Rs. 7,60,36]1. -

Composting Cotton Stalks.

The method of Composting Cotton Stalks as
practiced at the Government Experimental Farm,
Akola, is given in Indian Farming. Composting
is generally done in the month of January or
February.  The stalks are allowed to dry and then
cut up into small bits in an old fodder cutter, when,
however, a fodder cutter is not available, the stalks
may be spread over hard ground in the field or
preferably in the year’s thresting floor in a layer
about two feet thick and crushed by allowing a
cart drawn by a pair of bullocks to go over the
material. A ton of dry stalks can be crushed per
day in this way. The chaffed or crushed material
is then piled up in pits six to nine inches deep in
four one foot layers near a well or any other place
where water is readily available during the summer
months, Each layer is first thoroughly metted with
water and a solution of fresh cowdung or urine is
sprinkled over it for inoculating the material with
the necessary germs. A thin sprinkling of rotted
manure hastens-bacterial action and the addition of
a small quantity of silt has been found to give
useful results. The heap is raised layer by layer to
a height of 4 ft., and kept moist by frequent water-
ing during summer. The crushed stalks are thus
piled up into heaps 10’ X 10’ X 4’ or 20’ X 10’ X 4’
whichever size suits the site or land available and
are left over to rot. During the monsoon it should
be completely turned over at least twice, If the
operations are carefully carried out, the material
becomes available for application within nine
months and is as good in quality as well-prepared

farm yard manuve.

The original materials and the rough proportion
by weight in which they are mixed for Composting
purposes are given as follows: cotton stalks 32 feet
by 20 ft., by 4 ft. heap, 15 tons; cattle dung
23 tons; silt 23 tons; rotted manure, just sprink-
ling; total 20 tons. The cost of preparing thig
quantity of compost is estimated at Rs. 40—6—3;
therefore the cost of one ton or 21 cartloads OE
manure will be Rs. Rs. 2— 03 (i.e.) roughly
Rs. 0—12—9 per cartload. This is stated to be
much cheaper than farm yard manure which costs
not less than Re. 1/- per cartload, :

e

Sugarcane.

The'All-India, sugarcane acreage up to the end
of July is estimated 4,215,000 acres as against
3,795,000 acres at this time lagt year. This shows
an 1ncrease of 14 per cent,

——
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