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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

OF

ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES.

— The Dipth Pumber,

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCESS ELIZABETH.

Her Rovar Hicuness THE PRrIN-
cEss ELizaseTH, third daughter of their
present gracious Majesties, was born May
22, 1770.

1tds a gratification of no ordinary kind
to us, that when we are called to the re-
view of the lives of persons of the highest
rank and quality, we are cheered with the
most flattering prospects, with talents di-
rected to the interests of society, and vir-
tue communicating its influence to all
within its sphere. The education of such as
are born toa pre-eminence in the state, is
amatter of public concern, and of noslight

difficulty in the hands ofthe instructor. The |

great are the guardians of the morals of the
state; it is they who make virtue general

and effective by their example, who give |
a tone to manners, and purify the sources'

of action; whose business it is to effect
that by their conduct and example, which
law can only accomplish in an imperfect
degree—to hold up to imitation the virtues
of domestic life, and exhibit patterns of

morality, temperance, chastlty, and pru-

dence.
“ Wretched is the state which has only
~law for its government,” said a great ob-
server of human life:—unless good mo-
rals and decent manners concur to give a
vigour to legal institutions, a stat~ may be
mlseublv wicked, however well governed.
The education of the great is Obstructed
No- VI VO/ Il

by many impediments which do not ope-
rate- among those of the lower orders.—
No inconsiderable vigour of character is
required to counteract.the pernicious in-
fluence of domestic luxury, and the cor-
rupting softness of domestic indulgence.
Severity of study, and closeness of appli-
cation, are seldom to be expected from
those who are momentarily called off by
some enticement of pleasure, and to-whom
the task is no further necessary than as
conferring some personal ornament, which:
their flatterers will instruct them they can

well do without—that the highest nobility

have their equals, their competitors, arid‘
even superiors; but those who are born
within the sphere of royaltyare destitute
of such extrinsic means of emulation, and
must be wholly indebted for whatever ex-
cellence they acquire, to the soundness of
their principles, and.the rectitude of their
habits. :

We trust that these remarks will not be
deemed superfluous, when the subject of
our present biographical sketchs is con-
sidered; a Princess, whose noble zeal for
lealmng, and those particular branches of
it, the fine arts, has only been equalled
by the indefatigable assiduity with which
she has hithelto applied . herself to them,
and the admirable proficiency she has
made

“England has always been renovmed for

S
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females of royal rank, who have been con-

spicuous for their intellectual attain-
ments and literary talents. The memora-
ble example of Queen Elizabeth will here
present itself. . Of the erudition of that
princess we have aparticular account from
Roger Ascham, who, from the known qua-
lities of his character, cannot be suspected
of flattery; and who, from his learning,
was fully competent to pronounce. He
tells us, that when he read over with her
the orations of Eschines and Demosthenes
in Greek, she not only understood at first
sight the full force and propriety of the
language, and the meaning of the orators,
but -that she comprehended the whole
‘scheme of thelaws, customs, and manners
of thé Athenians. She possessed an exact
and accurate knowledge of the scriptures,
and had committed to memory most of the
striking passages in them. She had also
learned by heart many of the finest parts
of Thucydides and Xenophon, especially
those which relate to life and manners.
Thus were her early years employed, and

_with such zeal did she pursue her educa-

tion, that she was not only esteemed the
most learned ' woman of her age in Europe,
but the best and wisest monarch thatsever
sat on the British throne.

In the present @ra the attainments of an
Elizabeth would be termed pedantic; and
it must be confessed that the mode of fe-
male education does not require such
heavy and useless literature. The more
elegant sciences, and fine arts, best be-
come the natural disposition of the sex,
and render them more amiable and agree-
able. The illustrious namesake of the
above-mentioned sovereign seems to have
acted upon this persuasion, and whilstshe
has wisely disregarded that species of lite-
rature in which Elizabeth excelled, she has
cultivated another branch of it, more con-
genial to her sex and the manners of the
age, in which neither that celebrated
princess, nor any that have succeeded her,
could pretend to a similar proficiency.—
Her Royal Highness has been devoted
from her infancy to the study of the fine
arts. In musicshe is said to have a most
excellent taste and delicate-ear, but the

study she -has chiefly cultivated, and in

which her skill has kept pace with the Zeal

of ber industry, is painting, Passion-

ately attached to this noble art from the
first years .in which she could distinguish
its excellencies, she has scarcely omitted
a day in which she has not laboured toim-
prove herself in it. “It was a maxim of the
celebrated Greek painter, nulla dies sine
lined 5 her Royal Highness seems to have
adopted-this precept in the full extent of
its meaning, and scarcely ever to feel a
more perfect pleasure than when the pen-
cil is in her hand. An accomplishment
of this kind is-sufficiently rare in the fe-
male sex, and more - particularly among
those whose rank will always be accepted
as an excuse for idleness, and upon whom.
flattery is ever ready enough to bestow
the praises which are due to merit.

The love and encouragement of the arts
amongst those of exalted rank and talent
may truly be esteemed a national benefit.
Thearts are naturally dependent for sup-
portupon the great; it is their patronage
only which can advance them to perfec-
tion, _and give them popularity. It is
more necessary to insist upon this, because
there is a species of patropage which has
lately sprung up in these kingdoms, which
has any thing else in view but the advance-
ment of the art of painting ; we mean that
mercantile and sordid traffic which has
been carried on to such an extent, and
which, whilst it only answered the ends of
a few commercial speculators, disgraced
the arts which it affected to patronize, and
exhibited those feeble, slovenly, and dis-
graceful works to the eyes of Europe,
which passed under the name of the Bri-
tish school, whilstin truth they were only
the offspring of rashness, of mercantile
temptation and fraud—frequently of va<
nity, and too often, perhaps, of want.

The late President of the Royal Aca-
demy, in an admirable lecture which he
delivered to the students upon the subject
of patronage, has made a very happy dis-
tinction between the different kinds, be- -
tween that which is spurious and merely
commercial, and that which has in view
the true dignity’of the arts, and the- ho-
nour of \the profession. He laments, and
j with too much justice, the want of pro-
| per encouragement amongst the nobility
of this kingdom ; he adds, however, that
we have a compensation for this in the

| munificence and truly princely taste of
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our most gracious Sovereign, whom he]

exemplifies as- the first of the British mo-
narchs who gave to the arts the dignity
and independence of a national establish-
ment, and bestowed upon the profession
those trappings and appendages which were
necessary to distinguish and exalt it in
the estimation of his subjects. - He then
more particularly dwells upon the encou-
ragement and love of the arts which pre-
vails in the present Royal Family, and
especially among the female branch.—
"¢ Scarcely a day (he proceeds) passes, but
those illustrious females, whose example
we must all wish to sce prevalent amongst
the nobility of the land, are employed
in something connected with the opera-
tions of the fine arts, and’ produce some-
thing tributary to its honours. Their
apartments are not unfrequently orna-
mented with the productions of their fan-
cies; and whilst this most noble and zea-
lous industry gives rise to works of,a
‘finished and delicate taste of their own,
it invites them, at the same time, to en-
courage in others that quality in which
they themselves excel, and thus to bestow
upon the arts adouble patronage—to give
to the profession, in commen, the sanction
and influence of fellow-labourers, and to
the world at large an example of royal
munificence and princely taste.”

We can almost suppose this illustrious
artist to have glanced more peculiatly at
the Princess Elizabeth, - who may be
thought to excel all her royal sisters in
the ‘study of painting. The Queen of
Wutemburg was no less devoted to this
art, and many of her works-are still to be
seen in -the apartments of Windsor Cas-
tle; but she did not pursue it with the
same industry as her sister, and did not,
therefore, perhaps, arrive at the same
proficiency. "

About fourteen years ago, when: it was
the fashion to cut little designs and pat-
terns in paper, her Royal Highness par-

])

ticularly distinguished herself by some-
which were published amongst a few se-
lect friends, under the name of Lady
Dashwood, and engraved by a pupil of
Bartolozzi's.—They were called * T%e
Progress of° Cupid,” and exhibited alle-

gorical representations of the power of
love, which were no less remarkable for
the ingenuity with which they were con-

ceived, than for the taste and delicay with

which they were displayed.—Her Royal
Highness has likewise distributed among
her most favoured circle another publica-

tion and tribute to the fine arts just finish-

ed. If ‘is entitled ¢ The Progress of
Genius,” and exhibits, under allegorical
images, the different acts of that intel-

lectual power. These'designs were'wholly

invented by her Royal Highness, and, for
their greater privacy, were likewise etch-

ed by herself. They are merely bestow-

ed as presents and marks of estcem, and

therefore only to be met with in’'a few
select hands. They are dedicated in a

most delicate and affectionate manner to

the Queen; and her Royal Highness oh-

serves, ¢ that of works imperfect and un-
professional,  criticism, which is unpleas

sant to all, must be more particularly so

to those in the rank and station of roy-.
alty,”—Though under no injunction our-

selves, we shall abstain from a breach of
what is requested ; notwithstanding we

are ready to-confess, that tl}c injunction

operates as a restraint, and we lament the

necessity  of that silence which - with-

holds the just tribute of praise. We shall -
now conclude wih- hopino‘ that her Royal
Highness will persevere in the cultivation
of that art which she is so qualified to
adorn, and to hold out to these kingdoms
an example of patronage in hx«rh rank,

which we are pensuaded cannot be dis-
sembled for-any pm ate purposes, or have
any thing else in view but the }eal houom

Lzmd dlgmty .of the profession. '

.‘.
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

HISTORICAL NOTICE OF THE KINGDOM OF THE TWO SICILIES.

THESE two cmmt’ries‘, the seit of tremendous
volcanoes, have been agitated in all ages by poli-
. tical convulsions still more dang.rous ‘thin those
of nature. The name of Sicily is equivalent to
the most ancient field of battle, and the theatre
of the mos: brilliant actions. The calumities of
Naples date no farther back than the period of
the decline of the Roman empire; the taking of
that city in 543 immortalized Totila, who treated
its inhabitants wuh a humamty truly affect-
ing.

After the establishment of the exarchate of
Ravenna, the provinces which now comjose the
kinglom of Naples were succéssively desolated
by the Lombards, the Greeks, the Saracens, the
Normans,. the Germans, the Hungarians, the
French, the Spaniards; and all these wars not
only altered the character of the Neapolitan na-
tion, but produced 4 strange mixture in its man-
ners; the people retained almost all the vices of |;
these different nations, but preserved scarcely any
of their virues, B mnea h the most beant'\ful'sk.y
in Europe were committed the most atrocious

“crimes.  The populace of Naples acquired a
celebrity unfortunate for their rulers, and became
as seditious and as depraved as the populace of
Rome.  These revolutions have been described
by an anthor ina work entitled, The thirty-five
Rebellions of the most faithful people of Nayles.
The calculation of this writer is very moderate;;
twice the number might be reckoned up were
we to take the trouble to penetrate into that
Jabyrinth of fregical events which fatngue by
their sanguinary uniformity,

The only nation Whlch, in some: measure,
incorporated itself with the Neapolitans, was
that of the Norm ns, who, as early as the year
1016, fought against theinfidels, performed the
most signal services for the sovereigns of the
counitry, and obtained various grants from themn
by way of reward. These auxiliaries, however,
‘behaved in the Two Sicilies as the Anglo-Sagons
did in England, they iade themselves mas-
ters of the whole country. In 1043 they had
already founded in Apulia, as well as in Culabria,
a great numbey of principalities, and had driven
the Grecks of the Eastern empire from the whole
south of ltaly, Robert Guiscard, and his son,’
Bohemond, the two heroes of their age, would
have overturned the emypire of the East had it not
been for the courage of Alexis, seconded by all

. 5

| the power of the Venetians. These formidable

| Normans whose exploits were at that time the

Isub|u:t of conversation and of wonder in every
| countryy narrowly escaped being involved in a
i grneral massacre by the treacherous inhabitants
jof Apulia. Two of their princes only had the
{ misfortune to full by the weapons of assassins.
The first duke of Apulia thatassumed the title
; of king, in the year 1130, was Roger Il who
carricd on war in Africa and the east. The im-
mense riches which the Normans acquired by
most of their expeditions, soon corrupted their
manners. The indolence, effeminacy,and cruelty
of William the Wicked, son of Roger, produced
the most. atrocious scenes; unworthy favourites
made the -people groan beneath the burden of
impos's, and Naples witnessed horrors as execrable
as those of a Tiberius or a Caligula. During the
I reigns of William 11, and Tancred, the two king-
doms of Naples and Sicily enjoyed repose; the
first merited the esteem and att:chment of his
- subjects, by his benevolence and mildness, and
"the second by his clemency and the excellent
qualities of his heart.

At length this valiant race of adventurers was
humbled and overwhelmed by new disasters ; the
sceptre passed from the feeble hands of young
William T1I. into those of the emperor Henry V1.
the exterminator of gll the Norman princes, a
mopster who, by his assassinations, but too justly
,deserved the surname of the Nero of Sicily.» Like
a second Cambyses he extended his vengeance
even to the deceased princes of the dethroned
dynasty 5 he caused the bodies of William 11. and
his sop, Roger, to be taken out of their tombs,
and ordered the crowns which encircled their
brows in the abode of death, to be nailed to the
heads of two noblemen attached to the blood of
.their masters,

Heaven punished these multiplied atrocities in
the descendants of this monster, Notwithstand-
ing the virtues of Frederick, the founder of the
school of Salerno, who patronized the sciences
and successfully cultivated them himself, the
innocent Conradin, wha had scarcely arrived at
the years of manhood, was doomed to be the
expiatory victim. Manfred had deprived him
of the crown, but this barbarous guardian fell,
near Benevento, by the swords of the forlorn
hope of Charles of Anjou, who in less than three
months found himself in possession of the Twa
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Sicilies. Conradin, accompamed by his cousiny | |
JFrederick of Austria, asserted, by force of arms,
his claim to the patfimony of his forefathers. :

Every thing at first g ve way to his impetuous |
courage; but vanquished at last, in consequence ‘
ofa faral error, in the very bosom of victory, he
fell into the hands of his most implicable ene-
mies. All Europe shuddered with horror at the
recital of the catastrophe which put a periud to
the life of Conradin. He, with his kinsman |
Frederick, was sacrificed by ambition on a scaffold | ‘
in Napleq and the brother of the sainted
Loui. IX. was the first that set the bold and ter-
rible example of subjecting a' erowned head to
the axe of executioners. Before he received the
fatal stroke, Conradin, who tenderly loved his
mother, Elizabeth, exclaimed in anguish, ¢ Oh,
my mother, into what affliction will my death
plunge you!” This tragical death was preceded-|
by acts of refined barbirity. The prayers for the
dead were repeated before the princes, aud their
funeral was celebrated in their presence.  Struck
by the lightnings of the Vatican, thus ended the
illustrious House of Swabia, one of tHe most un-
fortunate that ever swa§ed the sceptre.

The merciless Charles knew not how to reign
as well as to conquer. Thisimprudent monarch
resigned the reins to all the passions of his
countrymen, notwithstanding the prudent remon-
strances of the Popes, who foresaw a revolution
in-his dominions, and already perceived the de-
structive fire lurking beneath the perfidious calm
of apparent submission. John dé Procida, active,
discreet, eloquent, flexible and bold, indignant
at being neglected by the conqueror; went to raise
up enemies against him in Arragon and at Con-
stantinople, where he received powerful suceours
in money from the Greek emperor. This new
Proteus. suddenly rendered himself invisible;
disguised in the habit of a cordelier, he every
where excited the fury of the people, and roused
all Sicily against the French. It was a general
revolt, and not a iassacre, that this Sicilian
gentleman had in view. The most judicious
historians admit that the bloody catastrophe,
known by the name of the Sicilian Vespers, was
the effect of accident.

It was not the bells of Pulermo that gave the
signal for the massacre on Easter Monday in the
year 1282 the real signal was given by a French-
man, and the cries of inodesty brutally outraged by
him.in the public street, in the person ofa young
woman who was going to vespers, were theaciual
tocsin that summoned thé people together, and
“inspired them with the murderous rage that cost
the lives of twenty-eight thousand Frenchmen.
A proof that this massacre was not pre-meditated,
is, that it did not take place at the same time all

over the island, 5

A great number of provencals endeavoured to
get away from this land of slaughter, but none

“of them were able to effect their escape, because

the Sicilians, endued with infernal subtlety,
found out an extraordinary me'hod of discovering
their vicrims,  Tlhe pronuiciation of the word
cicers was the test by which they were tried, and
was the se.tence of death on those foreigners
who could not repeat it with the same delicacy
and the same accent as the natives. The po-
pulace of Palermo carried their fury to such a
pitch as to rip open those Sicilian women who
were pregn.int by Frenchmen, and to'tear from
thiir bowels the fruit of this unhappy connexion.
Humanity shrinks from the task of describing all
the horrors of which Sicilv was the theatre. It
is well known that the multitude is capable of
the ‘most violent excesses, and that in _every age
among every nation, it would frequently act these
bloody tragedies; were it not restrained by a firm
and vigorous government. .

Charles was forming vast projects, among
others, that of dethroning the Greek.emperor,
when the-intelligence of this disaster arrived to
overwhelm, ‘and to extinguish the last spark of
life. His descendauts, in spite of their utmost
efforts to mainrain their ground, were driven from
Naples as well as Sicily, and were never able to-
recover that rich and dangerous succession.

After these sanguinary executions, the crown
of Sicily, separated fram that of Naples, was -
placed on the head of Pedro, King of Arragon,
who went, not without fear and hesitation, to
reign over thls theatre of carnage.

Uuder Charles the Lame, and Robert, the
Neapolitans at length enjoyed happiness, and
blessed the paternal clemency of the government, -
All disputes were extinguished, all animosities
ceased, and science diffused her mild beams over
minds before involved in darkness, -fanaticism,’
and barbarism. Robert, pious, charitable, hu-
mane, pacific, a lover of justice, and named, ‘én'
account of that quality, the So'omon of his age,
a patron of the'learned and of poets, himself a
scholar anda poet, encouraged the study of sound
philesophy; mathematics, astronomy, medicine,
caused Aristotle to be translated into Latin, and
collected the most valuable works in his library,
He was too passionately fond of women; this
was almost the only blot among the eminent
virtues manifested by this prince. He was brave -
in buttle, and always great even in the midst of
misfortune., .

Atbout this period Flavio Gioia, a native of
Amalfi, reflected  honour -on -the Neapolitan _
nation by his invention, or rather improvement,
of the mariner’s compass, that guide which paved

the way to the discovery of a new world..

Thus, in the midst of the thickest darkness,-

-
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the human mind began to experience} in the
kingdom of Naples, the effects of a salutary fer-
‘mentation, when, in the reign of Queen Joan,
new tragedies, less sanguninary but not less cri-
minal than the preceding, were acted. Andrew,
her husband, was strangled by the Neapolitan
nobles. This fickle inconsistent princess, sus-
pected, rather than convicted, of'a crime which
thrilled her with horror, was anxious to find tri-
bunals to absolve her, and even addressed herself
to the celebrated Rienzi, a demagogue who acted
the part of Brutus at Rome, and who haughtily
assumed the title of August tribune of the universe.
He was, however, too politic to decide in such a
delicate affair. Posterity, severein its judgments,
will perhaps consider Joan as guilty, because she
manifested too openly before Andrew’s death,
her aversion for her unfortunate husband, whose
cause was avenged by Lewis the Great, King of
Hungary. The enraged monarch hastened for-
ward at the head of his troops, before whom was
bome a banner on whizh was painted the cruel
death of his brother. At the sight of this dismal
standard- the Neapolitans tumed pale, and with-
out muking the least resistance, suffered the
“anthors of the crime to be sacrificed in the same
“gallety of the palace where it had been perpe-
trated. -Joan, who had fled, did not return to
Her dominions till the Hungarians had with-
drawn. “Having married, for the fourth time,
Itho of Brunswick, the latter was unable to main-
tain his.ground against Charles de Duras, whom
the princess afterwards called to the succession,
Though his prisoner, she wished in the sequel to
exclude him from it; -but te prevent her, he
caused his benefactress to ‘be stifled. The new
king endeavonred to unite the crown of Hungary
with that of NJ])le§ but the attempt cost him
‘his lif2 5 two queens whom he had hambled and
obliged to lay down their sceptre at his feet, put

+ 2 period to his life.

Under Ladizlaus and Joan I1. vice reigned un-
controlled, and after the example of its sove-
reigns, the whole kingdom' exhibited the most
-scandalous spectacle of effeminacy and debauch-
ery. Ladislaus made himself three times master
of Rome; he-was always victorious in battle,
but except in the military career, he was unable
‘to command his passions. Despotic, oppressive,
sanguinary, incontinent, he éxpired worn out
with debauchery in transports of phrenzy. Joan,
‘his sister and successer, was the Messalina of her
age. Never satiated with pleasures, this lascivi-
ous princess sent back to France her husband,
Jacques de Bourbon, that she might indulge in
them with greater liberty; and her unworthy
gallants, delivered from this restraint, fattened

- on the tears and the blood of the wretehed Nea-

" politans. - b

In the year 1414, Alphonso I. ascended the

“throne, after some opposition from John of

Anjou and René the Good. He agauq~ united
Sicily to the kingdom of Naples, after a’separa«
tion of 160 years. During this period anarchy
had continually desolated that blood-stained
island, and the history of the Sicilians is destitute
of interesting facts. Violence and disorder,
checked by the magnanimity, the virtues, and
address of Alphonso 1. who made his people
happy, resumed their destructive course after
the death of that great sovereign, and kept con-
tinually increasing under Ferdinand I. Alphon-
so I1. and Frederic: ,

Charles VIIL. re-asserting the rights of the
House of Anjou, subdued and quitted Ituly and
the kingdom of Naples_with the same rapidity,
after having passed at Fornua close to an army
four times as numerous as his own. Naples fell
beneath the ‘efforts of Louis XI. and Frederic,
the last king of that dynasty in which flowed the
blood of Arragon mingled with that of France,
retired to forget in the enjoyments of private life
the loss of his throne,
vided,  in 1505, between the French and the
Spaniards ; the latter, by the artifices of Ferdi-
nand king of Arragon; as much as by the valor
of Gonsalvo de Cordova, expelled their rivals
from the kingdom of Naples, and declared them-
selves the sole possessors.

It was then seen what the prudent energy of a
good government is capable of effecting in every
age and in every country. The devils inhabiting
the paradise of Iialy were transformed into
angels.. The Two Sicilies, convulsed by so many
shocks, remained quiet under the domination of
the viceroys of the King of Spainj and one of
them, the famous Duke d’Ossuna, commanded
at one and the same time, the fear, the respect,
and the love of the people.

During the reign of Philip IV. in 1663, a spark
produced a violent explosion in Naples; discon-
tented with an impost laid by the Duke d’Arcos
on vegetables and fruit, 2 man of the lowest class
suddenly raising himselfabove the crowd, became
instinctively the leader of a party and a general.
Massaniello directed the hands of fifty thousand
men, whom a basket of figs, -insolently thrown
down by a tax-gatherer, had roused to fury and
instigated to arms.

Ina moment, assassination was orgamzed in
the metropolis. It is scarcely possible to. con-
ceive an idea of the ridiculous, puerile, indecent,
and sanguinary methods of revenge practised by
the unbridled populace.. All the nobility, all the
tradesmen and citizens trembled before the ter-
rific Massaniello, who was intoxicated with po-
pular favour, and feasted himself on the most
flaitering illusions; but the populace, in a mo-

His dominions were di-
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ment of caprice soon overthrew this living idol,
put him to death, dragged his body along the
streets, and threw it upon a dunghill, - The next
day shedding tears over their own victim, and re-
proaching themselves for their excessive cruelty,
they honoured MassanieHo with a magnificent
funeral, the pomp of which was increased by the
forced attendance of great numbers of the clergy.
Weary of their sovereignty, fatigued with re-
volutions, cured of the fever which had exhausted
.their strength, the populace returned to their
duty, notw'ithstanding,the chivalrous ptowess of
the Duke de Puise, who had thrown himself
into Naples and strove to keep alive the flames of
ciyil discord, in the hope of procuring a crown.
He could not even gain over Januario Anneze,
- the new idol of the populace, who was as
haughty and as jealous of his power as his pre-
decessor. ) N

This revoluﬁon, rather ludicrous than terrible,

was succeeded by a profound calm ; days 6f-pr05-
perity dawned in this beautiful country, and the
Neapolitans distinguished themselves for manners
as polished and as ainiable as the other civilized
nations of Europe. The arts and sciences floy-
rished among these people, who displayed vene-
rable antiquity to the eyes of astonished Europe
in the cities of Pompeia and Herculaneum, angd

enriched themselves by this commerce so curions

and so new between the living and the dead.

After passing successivély under the dominion
of Charles I1. son of ‘Leopold, and the Emperor
Charles V1. the two Sicilies were conguered in
1734, by Doy Carlos, who governed them with
clemency and wisdom. He resigned. the sceptre
to Ferdinand 1V. in 1759, when he ascended the
throne of Spain. Such is a concise sketch of
the most important events that have occurred
in those two states, and which are here recorded
without the omission of a single reign.

A DIALOGUE BETWEEN T\V.O‘YOUNG MARRIED LADIES,
HARRIET AND CHARLOTTE.

e = .

The following Dialague is one of the Colloquies of Erasmus, and was translated Jrom the original

Latin by Thomas Brown, * of .fucetious memory,” according to Addison.

The transiator says,

¢ Though he keeps his author still in“sight, yet he does not pretend lo have made a Lieral trans-
dation 5 and where Erasmus alludes to old adages, or where the Jest turns upon a turn in the Latin
tongue, whick would be entirely lost in an Bnglish version, he has made bold to substitute something
of his own in theroom of it, in order to make it more agreeable to the palate of the English reader,
Jor whose diversion it was designed.”’—Erasmus died in-1536, and Thomis Brown in 1704 5 o that
the original is three hundred years old, and the imitation above one hundred,~—This is much the

best of the twenty-nine colloguies which have appeared in English, twenty-two by Sir Roger L'Es-
trange, and the others by Brown.~—We have,-in compliance with the delicacy of the modern English
_press, been obliged to omit two or three pages, and have endeqvoured to render it more pleasing to
our fair readers by a few necessary alterations.—For Eulalia and Xantippe, we have substituted
the names of Harriet and Charlotte (from Sir Charles Grandison ), a quiet and a turbulent wife.—

The picce, besides the excellence of its doctrine, is remarkable as exhibiting one young female giving

&ood advice to another young femule.

_ Harriet. My dear Charlotte, a good mornin,
to you. ; ;

Charlotte. The same to you, Harriet. You
look prettier than usual methinks.

H. What! do you begin to jeer at me al-
ready ? : :

C. Not I, upon my word. But so you seen
to me. .
H. Perhaps then my new clothes may set me
off toadvantage. g

C. You guess iightly, and you have dressed
yourself with the utmost taste. But I wonder
who made. you this present. ;

H. From whom should a virtuous wife receive
presents but from her husband ?

em——

C. Well! you area happy woman to have a
good husband; for my part, I wish I had mar-
ried a mushroom, a bean-stalk, the head of an
old bass-viol, or any thing, rather than my incor-
rigible animal. t

H. What! is your house untiled already, and

is it come to a rupture between you ? -
C. Yes,and is likely to continue so.

et he is contented to see me in this plight. I
am ashamed to go to ci\urch, or to pay visits,
when I see my neighbours so such better dressed,
although their husbands has not a quarter of the
estate mine has, 2 G

4. In my opinion an honest woman is set out

Do but
see what a pitiful dress I am forced to wear, and
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to all the advantage she can desire, if she is so
happy as to please her husband.
ments of 2 woman do not consist in gaudy clothes
and jewels, but in chastity, meckness, and en-

. dowments of themind. Itis only common wo-
men who are tricked up on purpose to draw in
customers.

C. In the mean time, this_most worthy man
of mine, who grudges every shilling that is ex-
pended on his wife, takes pains to squander
away the fortune 1 brought him, as the maggot
bites; sometimes on Lis women, at ot}}er times
in gaming, or at the tayern.

H. Obh, fie! you should neversay thus of your
husband.

C. But I will justify it. When the creature
comes heme after midnight with his cargo of
Port, and fumes of tobacco, worse than the edvur

T ofa pole-cat, hie does nothing but snore all the
night long, and sometimes leaves more than his
wine between the sheets.

H., Peace! I'll hear no more of this; you for-
get that you degradé yourself when you lessen
-your husband. -

C. T would rather take up my quarters in a
; - pigstye, with a clean hog, than lie with such a
mixtuare of filth and brutality.

H. And when you find him in such a pickle,
don’t you scold him to some purpose ?

C. Yes, I use him as he deserves. I suppose
heis convinced I can use my lungs upon oc-
easion.

H. Well, and how does he relish this treat-
‘ ment?

C. At first he bounced and swaggered most he-
rcically, thinking to frwht me with his big
words.

H. And did it never come to downright blows
between ye?

C. Once—and but once, the quarrel arose so
- + high that we were very near a battle. My spark
~had a crab-tree cudgel in his hand, which he

lifted up, swearing and cursing like a foot-soldier
at an- enbelieving country innkeeper, and threat-
ening to make a severe example of me. To
prevent that, I snatched up a stool, and told him
I would comb his head with it if he offered to
touch me; and if he had not sounded a re-
“treat, he had found to his cost he had no child
to deal with,

H. My dear Charlotte, I must tell you, you
are to blame in this.

C. Pray, in what respect > For if he does not
use me as his wife, I don’t know why I should
use him as my husband.. Let him put his own
duty'in practice, and I assure you I will not for-
get mine.

H. But when things are come to such a di-
lemma, that either the husband or wife must

2

The true orna- "

. knock under, 1 thiok it but rc1sonablc that !he
woman should submit to the man.

C. Why must I lock upon himas my husband
who uses me so ill ?

H. Did he never after this threaten to heat

you ?

C. Noj; he grew wiser and repented of his va-
lour, otherwise he had caught a Tartar, I can tell
you that. .

H. So then you have left off scoldmg him.

C. Noj; never while I have this tongue in my
head. %

H. But how docs your husband bear it ?

C. Why sometimes he pretends to be asleep,
sometimes he does nothing but laugh, and at
other times he talks of his fiddle, (for you must
know he pretends to music), and scrapes upon
it with all his might and main, and takes as much
pains as if he were Lhrc,ahmg', and all this to
stop my pipe.

H. And did not that vex you?

C. So much, thatI could have torn him to
pieces from downright madness.

H. Now, my dear Charlotte, will you give me
leave to talk a little freely to you?

C. With all my heart, say whatever you
please.

H. Nay, you may do as much with me, and

this I think is no more than what our long ac-
quaintance will warrant ; for you and 1 have
known each other from our cradles.

C. You say truly ; and there are none of my -

play fellows I love better than yourself.

H. Let your husband prove what he will, I'd
still have you carry in your mind, that it is not in
your power to change him for another : you must
bear with him, for better for worse, to the last
breath in your body. Try what tricks-you please,
he will still remain your husband, and you his
wife. So that you and yeur husband Have no-
thing left to do but to suit your tempers and dis-

positions to one another, and to bear the yoke -

of matrimony as contentedly as ye can.

C. But doyou think it possible for me to alter
the nature of this insufferable brute ?

H. You must permit me to tell you, that it
does not a little depend upon a wife what sort of
man her husband will make.

C. And do you and your husband live i in per-
fect amity ? . :

H. Yes, Heaven be. praised, all is easy and
quiet with us now.

C. Then 1 find there has formerly been some
bickering between ye.

H. Nothing that could be proper]y called a
tempest; only as no condition in life is perfect,
a few staall clouds began to appear, which' ‘might
have occasioned very bad weather, ifl caxe ‘had

not been taken to prevent it by a wxse onducty,

|
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Every one has his peculiar humours, maggots,
and fancies; and every one has his faults more or
Iess, which, in the matrimonial state especially,
we ought to wink upon, Now, it frequently
happens, that the good understanding and friend-
ship which ought to be preserved between a man
and his wife, is fatally interrupted before they
have acquired a tolerable knowledge of each
other. A'nd this is the first thing which -ought
to be guarded against; for when once the spirit
of dissension has disunited them, it is a very dif-
ficult matter to make a reconciliation, parti-
cularly if it ever went so far as peisonal vio-
Iences. We see that pieces of wood which are
glued together, if they are roughly used at first
are easily broken asunder ; but if you give them
time to settle, and the ‘cement is thoroughly
dried, there is no danger of their breaking. For
this reason all possible careshould be taken that,
in the infancy of marriage, a good correspond-
ence besettled between both parties, and take
deep root. This is chiefly effected by a mutual
complaisance, and easiness of disposition ; for
Iove, that has nothing but beauty to keep it in
health, is short-lived, and liable to frequent
ague-fits.

C. Pray then, oblige me so far as to inform
me by what arts you made your husband tract-
able.

H. With all my heart, that you may imitate
them. :

C. So I will, if practicable.

H. Oh! nothing more easy, if you willin ear-
nest apply to it. And, for your comfort, ’tis
never too late to put them in practice. - I will
tell you then, upon condmon you keep it to
yourself.

€. Never question that; I'can be silent as
well as another upon occasion,

H. My first ahd chief care was to please my
good man in every respect; and that nothing
might give him offence or disgust, I diligently
marked his inclination and temper; what were
his easiest moments, what things pleased him,
and what he disliked ; and this, with as much ap-
plication as those people do who tame elephants,
lions, tygers, and other animals, that cannot be
mastered by mere strength.

C. Such sort of an animal I haye at home,

H, Keepers of elephants wear no white clothes,
and those who'manage bulls forbear the use of
red clothes, because they find-by experience that
these colours are disagreeable to those creatures.
Thus we See that :he beating of a drum will set
a tyger raging mad, so that he will tear his own
flesh ; and thus jockies have particular sounds,
whistles, and strokes, to flatter their horses when
refractory. .How much the more then does it
sancern. us to use all imaginable means to fix

No. VI, Vol. I,

ourselves in our husbands’ good graces, with
whom, whether we will or no, we must live all
our lives, at bed and board, till death comes to
our relief?

C. I am all attentive, pray proceed.

H. When, after diligent examination, I had
discovered hxs humour, I accommodated mine to
his, and took care that nothing should offend
him. =

C. I wonder how!

H. In every thing relative to the family, which
is the peculiar province of women, I showed
my utmost dexterity and management 3 for I not
only took care that nothing should be omitted or
left undoue, but also that every thing should be °
suitable to his temper; even in mere trifles. For
instance, if my husband fancied a particular dish
of ‘meat, and would have it dressed after such &
manner ; if he would have so many blankets on
the bed, such furniture ina room, a door or
window open or shut, it was all done to his
liking.

C. But how could you humour a man who
is never at home, but perpetually sotting at the
tavern?

H. Hold; I am coming to that point. If at
any time I saw my husband out of humour, and
melancholy, and not caring to be talked to, I
would not for the world laugh nor put on a gay
humour, but I would keep a grave demure coun-
tenance as well as he; for, as a true looking-glass
faithfully represents the face which looks in it,
soa wife ought to fashion herself to the affection
of her husband ; not be chearful when he is sad,
nor sorrowful when he is merry. Now, when-
ever [ found him cross indeed, 1 either tried ta
soothe ‘him with fair words, or else held my
tongue and waited patiently till this ill-humour
had spent itself, and then I took my opportunity
to clear all mistakes and pacify him. The same
methed I constantly observed when he came
home tipsy ; atsuch time I gave him all thein~

‘dulgent and tender language I could think of,

and by these means got him quietly to bed.

C. A blessed life this, that we poor wives are
forced to lead, if we must thus humour our hus- .
bandsin every thing that comes into their noddles
when drunk or angry !

H. You do’t consider that thxs duty is reci-
procal, and that they are obliged to bear the
same from us. However, there is a critical time
when a wife may take upon her to advise her
husband in matters of importance; for I think
it much better to wink at small faults.

C. And how is she to know the proper time ?

H. Why, when his mind is serene, and no-
thing disturbs him; when he is cool and sober;
then you may admonish, or rather intreat him ;
and this always dn private, as to any thm:r

QQ
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wherein his estate, his health, or his reputation
are concerned. And this very advice is to be
seasoned  with some _pleasantries, that it may
look as if it were not designed, but purely acci-
dental. Sometimes, by way of preface, I agree
with him before hand that he shall not be angry,
¢¢ if; being a foolish woman, I venture to inter-
pose my own counsel in any thing wherein his
honour, health, or preservation are at stake.”
After I have said as much as I think proper at
that time, I' turn the discourse to some more
agreeable and entertaining subject; for, under
the rose be it spoken, this is the fault of us wo-
men, that when we have once tuned our pipes,
we do not know when to leave off.

C. So itis commonly said indecd.

H. This I always observed as a rule, never to
chide my husband before company, nor to prattie
abroad of dissensions at home. What passes
between two persons is much sooner made up
than when once it has taken air; now if ever
matters come to such a pass -that the husband is
incurable, 1 think it by much the most prudent
course for the wife to carry her complaints to his
parents or relations, rather than to her own
friends, and mereover to manage her remon-
strances with such discretion that they may see
she hates only the vices, but not the person of her
husband. "Neither would I have her blab ou
ail she knows, that even here he may be obliged,
in spite of himself-to acknowledge and admire
her kindness to him.

€. A woman must indeed be a philosopler to
be able to practise so much self-denial.

H. 1am of a different opinion, for by this de-
portiment we prevail upon our husbands to return
the kindness.

€. But still there are brutes in the world
whom all the good usage imaginable will never
mend. £

H. T can hardly believe it ; but put the case
thereare; we are to remember that, let our hus-
bands prove what they will, when once we have
chosen them we must bear with their humours ;
and I appeal to vourself whether it is not infi-
nitely better to soften him by a courteous tem-
per, orat least patiently to bear with his failings,
than by incessantly scolding and railing at him,

‘ to exasperate and make him ten times worse, [

coufid instance some wives who by their like
attentions have altered their spouses much for
the better. {

C. If so, these men differ more from my vir-
tuoxs husband than black from white,

H. I am acquainted with a gentleman of good
family, well read, learned, and a person of great
address and good conduct.  He married a young
lady, seventeen years of age, who had been

. wholly educated in her father’s house in_the

country. He was resolved to have a raw inex-
perienced maid, that he might have the plea-
sure of moulding her according to his own fancy.
So he began to give her some insight into bouks,
to teach her music, and to use her by degrees to
repeat the parson’s text and the heads of his ser-
mon, together with several other things which
he thol;ght would be of some use and advantage
toher:  Now this being wholly new to the girl,
who, as I before mentioned, had been bred at
home with all tenderness and delicacy, amidst
the submissions and flatteries of the servants,
she scon grew weary of thislife, She absolutely
refused to learn any more, and when her hus-
band pressed her about it, she would cry and
roar as if she were going to be sacrificed. Some-
times she would throw herself flat on the ground,
beat her head against the floor, and wish that
death would come to end her affliction, Her
husband finding no end to this, concealed his
resentment, and invited her to go with him to
pay a-visit to her father in the country. The
young lady liked this motion well enough, so,
when they came to the place, the gentleman
leaves his wife with her mother and sister, and
takes a ride with his father-in-law. When he
had him alone, he took his opportunity to tell
him, that whereas he was in good hopes to have
found an agreeable companion in his daughter,
on the contrary she was always sobbing, crying,
and fretting without reason ; that this unac-
countable habit had taken such deep root in her,
that he feared she was incurable ; however, he
conjured him tolend him his helping hand, to
see if they could between them bring her to a
better temper. The father-in-law answered, that
he had puthis daughter into his power, and if she
did not behave herself as she ought, he was at
liberty to use his own authority, and to tame her
into due submission.—¢ I know my own power
well enough,” replies the other, ¢ but I had rather
my wife-should be reasoned into her duty by you,
than that we should come to such extremities.”
At last the old gentleman promised to use all -
his skill to reduce her ; so, aftera day or two, he
takes a proper time and place to discourse in
private with his daunghter; and looking some-
what austerely on her, he began by reminding
her how indiffererit she was as to her beauty,
how disagreeable in her disposition, so that he
had often feared he should never be ‘able to get.
a husband for her.—¢¢ But, after a long enquiry,
and much diligence,” said he, I had the good
luck to find out one for you that the best lady in
the land might have been glad of! and yet you,
(continued he) like an insensible stupid crea-
ture as you are, neither considering what I your
father have done for you, nor reflecting that your

1 husband, unless he was one of the best-natured

.
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men in the world, would scorn to take you' for
his maid, as you perpetually dispute his orders,
and rebel against him ”—In short, the old gen-
tleman seemed 'in such a passion, that she ex-
pected every minute to feel the weight of his
hands. The voung lady, wrought upon, partly
by fear, and partly convinced of the trath of
what was told her, threw hersclf at her father’s
feer, humbly beseeching *him to forget past
faults, and promising that she would not be
wanting in her duty for the future. Her father
freely forgave her, adding, that she should al-
‘ways find him an indulgent father, provided she
kept her word. "When this dialogue was over,
she returned directly to her chamber, where,
finding her husband alone, shefcll on her knees,
and thus addressed him : ¢ Siv said she, ¢ till
this very moment [ neither knew you nor my-
setf, but youshall ‘find me another sort of a wife
for the future, only { conjure you to grant me
an act of oblivion for what is past:”  She had no
sconer ended, than her husband took her in his
anns and kissed her, promising to. do evefy thing
she could desire of hun, if she would continue in
that recolutmn £
And did she continue in it ?

II. Even to the day of her death. Nothing
was so mean and humble but she readily went
about it, if her husband would have it so. In
short they were the happiest and most loving
couple in the whole county ; and the young
lady, for several years after, would bless her
stars for the good fortune of lighting on such a
husband.

C. Such husbands are as scarce now-a-days as
white crows. -

H. If 1have not trespassed too much on your
patience already, I will tell you a short story of
another couple.

C. Pray do; your conversation is so entertain-
ing, I could listen to you all day.

H. 1 have a neighbour who is a worthy honest
man, but very hasty and passionate. © One day

it so happened that he beat his wife, a-woman of !

extraordinary prudence.

b

Upen this she-imme- !

diately ‘withdrew to her apartment, and there,
crying and sobbing, endeavoured to give vent to
her passion.  Shortly after her husband had oc-
casionto go into the room, where he found her
drowned in tears. ¢ Hey-day !” says he, “ what
means this putting finger in eye, and whimper-
ing like a child thus > To which she calmly
answered, ¢ Is it not better to lament my .mis-
fortune privately here, than to bawl and make a
noise in the strect, as other women do?” Her
husband was so entirely overcome and disarmed
of his passion by this mild answer, that he gave
her his hand, and solemrly promised he would
never strike her more 5 zmd he has kept his pro-
mise.

C. I have brou«ht off my husband from using
me soby a different conduct.

H. But then there are perpetual wars be—
tween ye.

C. Why, what would you have a woman do?

H. In the first place, if your husband offers
you any affront or injury, take no notice of ié,
but endeavour to mollify him by meekness and
good nature. « By these: means you will either
wholly reclaim him at the long run, or.at least
you will ind him much more tractable and easy "
than you do at present. ;

C. Aye, buthe is such an “incorrigible brute,
that good usage does not make him a bit the
better. : %

I. Pardon me if T am not of your opi-
nion. There is no beast so savage and unma-
nageable, but may be tamed by good treatment.
Why then should you despair of the same
success with 2 man? Let me beg of you,
by our long acquaintance, to try this experiment
for two or three months, and you will find my
advice will prove very beneficial. But I am
encroaching on your time; we will defer our
con\'ersatiml to another cpportunity.

C. Agreed; 1 long to hear what more you

Lave got to say. ¢

[ To be continued.] /3‘4 f
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THE GOLDEN MIRROR
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A TRUE HISTORY,

THE KINGS OF SHESHIAN:

TRANSLATED FROM THE SHESHIANESE,

[Continued from Page 244.]

a

ProBABLY it was from this mortal aversion to
the stories of the Vizir Moslem that may be ex-
plained the extraordinary dislike he had to phi-
losophy, and in general to all books, whether
written on parchment or palm-leaves; a dislike
that led him'so far, that it was only with ex-
treme diffeculty he could be restrained from
banishing, not only with Plato, all poets, but
even all persons who could read and write, from
his republic ; even the mathematicians and star-
gazers not' excepted, to whom he bore a great
antipathy on account of the mrometrical and
astronomical discoveries of King#Ostrich. It is
reported of him, that the vizir, of whom we have
made honourable mention, had related ‘the his-
tory of the war between the genius Greener than
‘Grass and the Kings of the Green Country, in

* his presence; that the young prince, who was,
then scarcely sixteen years of age, at the passage

- where the perriwig-block gains a complete vic-
tory over King Ostrich, could not refrain from
calling out: ¢ That nobody shall ever make me
-believe, that ever a perriwig-block should have
the capacity to command an army !”—A remark,
which (as we may well imagine) was eagerly
taken up by all present, and with due admiration
reached through the whole court, as the indica-
tion of an uncommon intellect.in a prince at so
early an age.

Shah Dolka justified the high expectations
that had been raised from such a shining instance
of his future great qualities. Envy itself must
confess that he was an_honour to his ancestors.
He was the greatest man of his time in cooking

* greenfinches; and in the art of cutting mice out
of apple-pips, the world to this very day has never
beheld his equal. By unremitting industry he ar-
rived-at such excellence in this noble art, that
he could make to perfection all kinds of mice,
as the dormouse, the field-mouse, the house-
mouse, the rare-mouse, the flitter-mouse, the
water-mouse, the Shrew-mouse, the marmotte,
~the bat, the rat, with all their several character-
istics ; and, if we may give credit to the famous
‘Sheik Hamet ben Fridun Abu Hassan, he ob-
served the very nicest proportions, according to
“the latest standard which M. Daubenton has

scription of the Royal Cabinet of Natural History
at Paris. .

Besides, Shah Dolka was esteemed the best

baker of cakes in his time, if his courtiers have
not flattered him in this particular; and it is
handed down to us as a singular proof of his rare
| condescension, that he made it an inviolable rule,
! on all grand festivals, to entertain his whole court
| with a kind of fritters of his own invention and
| cookery.* Never was a sultan known to be so
overloaded with business as poor Dolka was dur-
. ing thewhole course of hisreign  For, as all
 the kings and princes, from the rising to the set-
ting sun, were desirous of having some mice of
; his workmanship in their museums, or a finch
i from his school in their ante-chamber. Shah
Dolka, partly from civility, partly from the con-
i sideration of the whimsical thing which is
termed ralio sfatus, would never give a_blunt de-
mial: and therefore, from morning to night, (in-
cluding the hours he was obliged to lose in the
| divan), he had actually so much business that he
| had scarcely time to breathe.
Heaven knows whether any other nation was
‘ever so fortunate as to be blessed with four such
(princes in. immediate succession as Shah Riar-
Shah Lolo, Shah Baham, and Shah Dolka —
What excellent sovereigns! what golden times!
exclaimed their omrahs and dérvises.

But these sovereigns could not expect that
every thing should always proceed to their mind.
| Shah Gebal, a nephew of Baham the wise (as
t his panegyrists styled him), who succeeded his
‘uncle in default of a lineal heir, for Dolka,

"% We cinnot forbear making the remark, that
‘an inclination to employment and continued in-
. dustry is one of the most rare and estimable vir-
' tues that a great sovereign can possess.  On this
'account alone, in our opinion, Shah Dolka de-
.serves a place among the best princes that ever .
{adorned a throne. How great would have been
{ his meritif he had been pleased to employ this
.indefatigable diligence in the 2xercise of his
lroyal duties !'—His royal duties !—And towards
whom? Shah Dolka had no notion that a king
could have any duties.

-taken the laudable pains to lay down in his de-

Remarks of the Chinese translators
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from the quantity of business, had 10 time to
think of this matter. This Shah Gebal inter-
rupted the beautiful succession of crowned wor-
thies, and reigned—one*while so well and then
s0 ill, that neither the bad nor the good were
contented with him.

We know not whether a character like his be
$0 rare among reigning sovereigns as the enemies
to his fame assert. But this much we may affirm
from good reasons: tha, if neither the nobles,
nor the pries's, nor the literati, nor the people,
were content with his administration—thenobles,
_ the priests, the lit-rati, and the people, were not
altogether in the wrong.

In order 1o maintain a kind of equipoise be-
tween these sever:l clusses, he aliernately of-
fended now these now those ; andthe wise Pilpay
himself could never have put it'out of his head,
that affronts can never be requited by benefits.
In both he was wont to observe so little rule, to
pay so little regard o circumstances and conse-
quences, to proceed so little upon principle and
a fixed plan, that he generally lost the advantage
he intended to derive from them. He shewed
so many examples where he ill-treated his best
friends, that he might heap favours on the worst
disposed persons, that at length it became a cur-
rently received muxim, that it was more profitable
to be his enemy than his friend. The former
might offend him with impunity, as he was weak
enough to fear them ; in the latter he never aver-
looked the slightest failing, = The former might
make amends for a series of criminal acts by one
piece of complaisance to his passions orhis caprice;
to the latter it was of no avail that they had for
twenty years been giving him proofs of their at-
tachment and, fidelity, if on the first day of the
one-and-twentieth they had the misfortune to ex-
cite his displeasure by some insignificant mistake.

He was not in® general very gracious to the
priests: atleast it cannot be denied, that the der-
vises, fakirs, and calendars, whom he used to call
the drones of his state, were most commonly the
objects of his bitterest sarcasms. He plagued and
teazed themn on all occasions ; but, as he held
them to be dangerous people, he was afraid of
them ; and because he dreaded them, he seldom
could pluck up courage enough to refuse them
any thing. The whole benefit that accrued to
him from this behaviour was, that they thought
themselves but little obliged to him for civilities,
as they too well knew what a small share his
good will had in them. They revenged them-
selves for the harmless scomn he shewed them,
by the vexation they had the art to cause him on
2 hundred important occasions by their secret
machinations and rancour. His hatred to them,
was by this means kept constantly on the alert ;

but the cunning race had discovered that he was

afraid of them, and they knew so we¢ll how to
make useef this discovery, that his warmest ap-
probation would scarcely have been more pro-
fitable to them. They had the prudence toshew
little or no sensibility to the trifling liberties that
were taken with them during his reign. They
may say of us what they will, thought they, so
they allow us to do what we will,

Shah Gebal had fewer passions than extra-
vagancies. He wasa foe to every thing that re-
quired continued attention and exertion of mind.
If what his courtiers termed the vivacity of his
intellect was not always wit, yet it was understood
that we should not be too strict with a sultan;
but he knew how to set a due value upon wit in
others; and, mortally as he hated the long
speeches of his chancellor, yet he had moments
when truths little flattering to him might be
told him jocosely. He was desirous of being
always surrounded by men of parts. A brilliant
sally was always styled by him a good thing;
but then he found the best sentiments flat, which
had nothing but sense in them. To think upon
principle, or to act by a settled plan, was in his
opinion pedantry and want of genius. His usual
method was to begin a business, and then to take.
the measures of it from his humour or from
chance. In the same manner the witty authors
of his time used to make their books.

He had a couple of excellent men in his di-
van. He knew and honoured their prudence,
their sagacity, their uprightness; but unfortu-
nately he could not bear their looks. They
possessed a thorough knowledge of politics and
the art of government ; but they had little taste ;
they were not good at a joke; they were fit for
nothing but serious affairs, and Shah Gebal was
not fond of serious affairs. Why. had not these-
honest men the talent of giving wisdom a laugh-
ing countenance? Or could they not resolve at
times to put on her the cap and bells? So much
the worse for them and for the state! Shah
Gebal indeed seldom undertook any thing with-
out their advice; but he follow:d it only twice
during his whole reign, and both times when it
was too late. fe s

It was one of his favourite whims to govern by
himself. The kings who suffered themselves to
be swayed by a minister, a eunuch, a dervise, or
a mistress, were the daily. objects of his derision.
However, the private accounts of-the time assure
us, that his first iman and a certain black-eyed
Circassian, who were becomerindispensably ne-
cessary to him, did with him whatever they
pleased. 'Weshould hold it for mere calumny,
if wedid not see his reign marked by actions,
the very outlines of which could only be con-
ceived in the pineal gland of an iman, or in the
fancy of a black-eyed Circassian,

. L
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Shah Gebal was no warlike prince; but he
loved to see his body-guard finely dressed, to hear
his emirs talk of battles and sieges, and to read
the odes wherein his poets extolled him above a
Cyrus or an Alexander; if he had by chance
bought over the commandant of a fortress, or if
his troops had grined a doubtful victory over
enemies still more dastardly and worse headed
than his own. It was one of his chief maxims,
that a good prince should keep peace, so long as
the honour of his government did not absolutely
require him to take up arms. But this was no
benefit to his subjects. He was not the less pet-
petually engaged in war. For if a ‘difference’
had happened between the man in the moon and
the man in the polar star, Shah Gebal, by the
help of _his " itimadulet*, would have found
means to believe the honour of his reiga con-
cerned in it.

Never did any prince give more away in pre-
sents than Gebal. But, as he would never take
the trouble to examine, or to bestow cne minute
in considering, who had the greatest right to his
benefits, so they always fell on those that were
nearest hun, and, unfortunately for, the most
part, they could not have fallen worse.

In- gzneral he  was fond of expence. - His
court was undoubtedly the most splendid in all
Asia. He had the best duncers, the best buf-
foons, the best hunting horses, the best caoks,
the wittiest court-fools, the handsomest pagesand
female slaves, the tallest halberdiers, and the
shortest dwarfs that were ever possessed by a
sultan; and his academy of sciences excclled all
others in ingenious introductory. speeches and
polite returns of thanks. It was undoubtedly
one of his most honourable qualities, that he
was a great admirer of the fine arts; but it is
-also not to be denied, that he indulged this pro-
pensity more than was compatible with the good
of his empire. - It is confidently asserted, that he
desolated one of his finest provinces, in order to
convert a certain wilderness, which seemed to bid
defiance to every effort of art, into'an enchanted
region; and that it cost him at least a hundred
thousand men in peopling his garden with stu-
tues. Mounitains were ovenbrowh, rivers turned
out of their course, and numberless hands taken
from us2ful lubour for executing a plan in which
nature Bad never been censulted. The foreign-
ers who came to see this wonder of the world,
travelled through ill-built and depopulateéd pro-
vinces, through towns whose walls were totter-
ing to'their fall, in whose streets skeletons of
horscs weere grazmg, and in wlnch the houses re-

* The general appellation’ of the prime mi-
Hister of the kings of Indostan, in the times of
which we are writing.

.
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sembled the 1uins, and the inhabitants the ghosts
of an ancient city, wandering around its desart
walls. But how agrezably were these strungers
all at once surprised at the sight of the artifical
creations which Shah Gebal, to flatter his pride
and to please the eye of his fair Circassian, had
called, as it were, from nothing! Whole regions
through which they had passed lay waste 5 but
here they thought themseives transported in an
extatic dream into the enchanted gardens of the
Hesperides. Nothing could bé worse ‘than the
roads, on which they often went in danger of
their lives ; but how amply were they recom-
penced for this inconvenience! the road to,his
pleasure house was paved with little variegated
pebbles.

With all this, Shah Gebal was perpetually
talking of economy, and the best of all possible
regulations of finance was a subject on which he
was ever refining throughout the whole of his
reign, and which actually cost him more than
if he had -been Jooking for the philosopher’s
stone. A proposal of some new speculation was
the surest way to gain his favour; accordingly,
he received so many of them within the space
of a few years, that they lay .heaped up in rows
in his cabinet, where he sometimes amused him-
self with reading the titles and preambles of
them. Every yeara new system was introduced,
or some useful alteration made, that is, an '\Ile-
ration which at least was useful to seme who had,
a hand in them, and who visibly reaped the fruit
of them. No monarch in the world bhad a
greater revenue on paper and less gold in his
coffers.  This, under certzin conditions, miay be
the masterpiece of a wise admuustrahom But
in Shah Gebal’s it was doubtless a defect, since
the greater part of his subjects found themselves
nothing the better for it. However, he was not
disposed to become wiser by fis mistakes. He
was perpetually deceiving himself about causes.
The first who approached him with a new pro-
ject, persuaded him that he was more knowing
than his predecessors; and thus the evil was per-
petually increasing, without his ever being able
to discover the source of it.

If we take these features of the character and
the government of Sultan Gebal together, we
shall be apt to imagine that the happiness of his
subjects was- but very moderate. Indeed this is
the gentlest that can be said of it. But his
subjects were abundantly revenged” on him, in
this, that thefr sultan, with all his glory, was not
happier that the most discontented of them.

The experience of this was to nim a problert,
on which he often fell into deep reflections with=
out ever being able to find its solution.” In the
method which he sought it, he might have looked
for it everlastingly in vain. F or the thought of
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seeking it in himself was exactly the only one
that among all possible methods never came
into his mind. One whijle he thought the fault
was in his omrahs, then in his chief cook,and
then again in his favourite lady ; he got other
omrahs, other cooks, and other mistresses; but
all would not do. It occurred to him that he
should have done this or that which he had
hitherto neglected. Well, thought he, this must
beit? Heset abeut it, amused himself with jt
till it-was ﬁmshed and then found himself disap-
pointed. This was cause enough for a sultan to
become heart-sick. But he had still others
which might have thrown a wiser man than he off
the balance. The tricks played him by his priests,
the intrigues of his seraglio, the quarrels of his
ministers, the jealousy of his sultanas, the re-
peated ill success of his arms, the exhausted state
of his finances, and, what is commonly worse
than all the rest, the discontents of his people,
which threatened at times to break out into dan-
gerous tumults, all combined to embitter a life
which appeared so enviable to the distant spec-
tator, Shah Gebal passed more sleepless nights
than all the day-labourers of his empire together.
All the dissipations and amusements that had
been devised to remedy this mistortune, were no
longer effectual. His fairest female slaves, his
best singers, his most surprising rope-dancers,
his wits, and his monkies, all tried their arts in
vain.

At length a lady of the Seraglio, a decided
votary of the great Sheherezade, proposed the tales
of the thousand and one nights. But Shah Gebal
had not the talent (for indeed it is a true gift of
nature) of acquiring a taste for the marvellous
lamp of the tailor Aladin, or to find any amuse-
ment in the white, blue, yellow, and red fish,
which, without saying a word, suffered them-
sclves to be fried ina pan till they were done
enough on one side ; but as soonas they were
to be turned, and a wondrous fair lady, dressed
in flowered brocade of Egypuan manufacture,
and with large diamond ear-rings, a necklace of
great pearls and rubies, and golden bracelets,
sprung out of the wall, touched the fish with a
myrtle wand, and said to them, ¢ Fish, fish, do
your duty !” all at once the heads rose up in the
pan, answered the idlest stuff in the world, and
then were suddenly burnt toa coal.* Shah Gebal,
instead of hearing with great delight and credulous
astonishment the like stories, as his glorious an-
cestor had done, was $o absent, that it was ne-
cessary to break- off in the middle of a story.—
An attempt was therefore made v{ith the tales of

the Visir Moslem']-, in ‘which undoubtedly a
great deal more wit, and infinitely- more intel-
ligence and avisdom lie concealed under the veil
of extreme frivolity.* But Shah Gebal hated the
obscure passages in it, not because they were
obscure, but because they were not still more ob-
scure; for he had really too sound a taste to find
uncleanness agreeable, however covered and
dressed up 3 and in general he thought the more
voluptuous than tender fuiry All or Nothing, with
her prudery and her experiments; the pedant
Taciturn, with his geemetry ; King Ostrich, with
his silly politics and his barber’s bason, and the
monstrous compound of gallantry and finery,
the Queen of the Crystal Isfands, with all she
said, did, and’ did not, were insupportable crea-
tures. He declared that he wonld have no stories
unless they were moraland decent, without be-
ing the less entertaining on that account; he
also required that they should be true and drawn
from authentic records, and (what he held to be
an essential quality of credibility) that they
should contain nothing miraculous, of which he
was at all times the declared enemy. This led
the two omras, of whom we have already made
mentiocn as sensible persons, to cause a sort,of
story-book ‘to be compiled from the most me-
morable transactions and occurrences of a for-
merly neighbeuring kingdom, out of which some-
body should ‘read to him when he was gone to
bed, till he fell asleep, or was no longer disposed
to hearken. The plan appeared to them the
more beneficial as it afforded.an opportunity to
communicate to the sultan, in an agreeable way,
truths which’ peuple, even without being sultans,
do not chuse directly to be told them.

The plan was therefore immediately put in
execution ; andas the best heads in all Indostar
(which indeed in comparison with the European
heads, is not saying much) were employed about
it. The work was completed in a short time,
which Hiang-Fu-Tsee, an author but little
known, in the latter years of the Emperor Tai-
Tsu, thought worthy of being translated into Chi-
nese, under the title of The Golden Mirror,—
the reverend father J.G. A.D.G.T. from the
Chinese inta mederately good Latin ; and the pre-
sent editer, from a copy of the Latin manuscript,
as well as he conld, into the language of the
children of Teut, as it is at. present the custom
ta speak.

From the preface of the Chinese translator it
may be concluded, that his book is properly no-
thing more than a kind of extract from the chroni-
cles of the Kings of Sheshian, cumpiled for the

~ * See Arabian Nights Entertainments, vol. i.
page 147, vol. v. page 198, ®

1+ See Ah quel conte, &e. par M. de Crebil-
lon, le fils.
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purpose of amusing Sultan Gebal, and of lulling
him tosleep. He made 1o georet of it that his
principal aim therein was, to be of service to the
princes of the, house of the Emperor Tai-Tsu

thmkmg he nnght communicate to them, under
the appearance of a pastime, ideas and maxims
on the use or disuse whereof the welfare of the
Chinese provinces might in a great measure de-
pend. Old as the\e truths are, said he, itseems,
hewever, as if theycannot be too often repeated.
They are like a specific in medicine, but of such a
a nature that they can only.operate by frequent
use. Every thing depends on the ingenuity of per-
petuall}inveming a fresh-vehicle, thatas well the

sick as the whole (for they may be of use to the

latter as a preservative, no less than to the former
asaremedy) may gulp them down with pleasure.

As to the interruptions and episodes inter-
mingled here and there with the narrative, espe-
cially the remarks of Sultan Gebal, we are as-
sured by Hiang-Fu-Tsee, that he had them from
good hands, and was fully convinced thav the
latter actually proceeded from the sultan. This,
however, need not prevent the gentle reader from
thinking as he pleases of them. They scem at
least perfectly consistent with the character of
Shah Gebal, and therefore it would be unrea-
sonable to require that they should be as inge-
nious and entertaining as lhe reflections of Shah
Baham the wise.

Cerz: /yf’ “eg

THE LADIES’ TOILETTE, or ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BEAUTY,
CHAP. I.—OF Braury.

It docs not absolutely consist either in colour, in forms, or in proportions,

¢ Toi, que antiquité fit ecloré des ondes,

¢ Qui descendis du ciel et régnes sur les mondes,

¢« Toi, qu’ apres la bonté 'homnme chéril le mieux,
¢ Toi, qui naguis un jour du sourire des dieux,

¢ Beauté, je tesalue !"—

IT isinto his Poem on the imagination that
Delille has introduced this tribute to beauty, and
assuredly no place was fitter for it. Indeed, if
beauty so often exalts ourimagination, and causes
it to produce ckef d’zuvres, it must be admitted
that the imagination is in return extremely
grateful, and that this enchantress, who repairs
even to an ideal world in quest of ' pleasures for
us, never manifests greater generosity than when
we are desirous to ‘confer charms on an adored
object. The man, who is the captive of a pow-
erful passion, discovers every possible perfection
in the idol of his heart. But should love fly
away, her charms suddenly lose-a portion of their
brilliancy 5 she is still the same person, but how
she is altered ! - The prism of the imagination is
broken, and the ray of beauty, which once
shone with such lively colours, being no longer
refracted by this magic crystal, now presents
to thedisenchanted eye nothing but a lurid and
monotonous light.

The wnalysis of beauty cannot be subjected to
cold calculation.  In vain Hogarth ‘attempted to
fixits fugitive forms; his undulating and serpen-
tinelines teach us not what is beauty.

How many of our handsome women would be |

ataloss what answer to give to this question. J Aristotle’s answer

What is beauty? Striving all their lives to ap-
pear beautiful, exalting the charms of beauty
above every other prerogative, employing every
possible expedient to shew their charms to ad-
vantage, at the same time that they have the.
malicious address to expose, as if unintention-
ally, the defects of their rivals; you may pro-
bably suppose that they know what beauty is.
Only ask them the question, and you will soon
see. !

And those youthful lovers, if any such still
exist, burning with a’ pure and lively flame,
breathing only for the beauty that enchants
them, describing in their impassioned letters, or
in their inspired verses, the charms of the fair,
how astonished would they be if they had to re-
ply to this simple question—W hat is beauty ?

And those artists, who talk of nothing but la,
belle nature, who lose themselves in fantastic re=
veries on imaginary beauty, without reflecting
that their art is still far below the standard of
visible beauty, what would they answer were I to
ask them this question—Whaut is beauty ?

Some person one day asked Aristole what is
beauty ?  The question of a blind man, ane
swered he. » :
was not much to the pur-
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pose. It issufficient, it is true, to have eyes in
order to be sensible of beauty, to perceive it
where it exists ; but does this enable a-person to
say in what it consists?—by no means. For this
something more is necessary than the mere ma-
terial organ of vision; this requires the whole pe-
netration of the understanding, a distinct percep-
tion of relations 3 and it may be said, thatif the
question put to Aristotle was that of a blind
man, his answer was the answer of a deaf one.

Poets, artists, philosophers, people of every
description, who are not blind, have frequently
asked themselves this question, and have fre-
guently endeavoured to givea correct delineation
of beauty; but it is an undertaking in which al-
most all of them have failed. “And wherefore ?

Every one knows the history of ‘the celebrated
tooth which so long engaged the attention of all

“the literati of Germany. Itwasannounced that
a child had come into the world a' gold tooth :
the whole empire was instantly in commotion ;
philosophers, physiologists, physicians, natu-
ralists, anatomists, all racked their learned brains
to'discover in what mann r it was possible for a
child to come into the worid with a gold tooth.
Numerous works appeared on this rich subject. It
may easily be conceived to how many extraordi-
nary systems, strange ideasy* and ridiculous hy-
potheses this singular discussion gave birth ; in
short, our literati demonstrated (for, thank God,
every thing is capable of demonstration) that it
was very possible to come into the world with a
gold tooth, But if these sages were unanimous
as to the result, they by no \means agreed con-
cerning the means which could have enriched
the human jaw with such a precious iimplement.
Each of them ascribed it to a different process,
which proves how extensive are the resources of
science. All thesediscussions were finished, when
some one took it into hisshead to examine whe-
ther the tooth actually wasa gold tooth ; and this
attentive observer, who, probably had not -writ-
ten any memoir on the subject, discovered. that
this famous tooth was nothing but a very ordi-
nary teoth, which an impostor had niczly co-
vered with leaf gold, that he might make money
by exhibiting it as a prodigy. :

May it not be with beauty as with the gold
tooth? and after so much has been said and writ-
ten on beauty, may itnot be necessary to examine
whether there actually exists any such thing ‘as
beauty.

Methinks T hear the fair exclaim, wlnt blas-
phemy ! —what! deny the existence of beauty !

Have a moment’s patience, ladies; let us first
come to an understanding about- words, ‘that we
may afterwards have po- disputes concerning

- things. Irequest your aitention for a few mi-

nutes; this little dissertation you may depend
No. VI. Vol I

upon it, will end to your advantage, and when
you have read thefirst chapter of my work, your
charms willappear doubly valuable in your eyes.

I ask if there be any positive physxml beauty,
if what is called beauty depends on forms that
can be described, on proportions that can be laid-
down, on colours that can be classed ; we shall
1)re<ently see that none of all these can constx-
tute beauty. \

If there exist an invariable physical beamy 3
why hasno philosopher ever been able to deter-
mineits essence? Why has no artist been able
to preve or to teach what constitutes it ? os

IE there be a real and positive physwal-beautv
why do men of different countries entertain such '
varioussentiments concerning this quality > Why
has even the same pation sometimes different
tastes at different periods? Why is the same man; :
at different ages, liable to variation in’ his senti-
ments on what constitutes beauty ?

Let us examine these different questions,
Some authors haveadvanced that the colours, the
regularity, the order,and the propoition of forms
constitute beauty ; but thisassertion is not correct.

It is very certain that, in beautiful objects, we
are pleased with the colour, the form, and the
proportions, ¢ Colour,” says Winkelmann,
‘¢ contributes to beauty, but does not constitute
it—it merely sets off forms; and displays them to
advantage.” But is there any colour, any form,
any proportion to whicha preference canbe given ?
Are there not beautiful women with a pale com-
plexion; and others with a fresh colour? Islight
hair less handsome than biown? Have not blue
eyes their admirers as well asblack ? Is there any
colour which by itself can appear beautiful to us?
Shall we say, for example, that red is the colour
of beauty? The vermillion of coral delights us,
1 admit, on lips half closed, but convey that co- .
lour to the end of the nose; ard it becomes ridi .
culous 3 see it on the borders of the eye-lids, and
it creates a sentiment of pain and disgust. Celour,’
then, does not constitute beauty, since the same
colour alternately prodices delight and horror.

We cannot learn what beauty is from form
any more than from colour. Notwithstanding
what certain philosophers and certain artists may
have said, no form is in itself more beautiful than
another. All are equal in this respect, and we
shall soon know the reason. Some admirers of
nature, contemplating the appareiit rotundity of
the universe, the real rotundity of all the globes
that traverse the boundless expanse, and per=
haps also the rotundity of certain globes that are
more accessible; have decided that the circular
form is the most perfect, the most beautiful.
All that has been said on that subject tends only;
in fact, to shew that.the great artist has skilfully
made all that he has made, and that the circular

R r
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form is the m.s: perfect for what ought to be
circular. How many philosophical systems end
like this, in a position completely ridiculous!
No, itis not form that constitutes beauty. The
form which makes a man handsome, would
make a woman ugly. The circular form ra-
vishes us when designed beneath the light neck-
handkerchief of a youthful beauty; give the
same form to her foot, and then say with the
philosophers, ¢ the circular form is the most
beautiful.”

If form constituted beauty, why cannot that
form be determined ?  An old author very justly
observes, ““ Every one is capable of giving his
opinion whether a nose is too long, too thick,
too liitle ; whether a mouth is large or small 5
but I know not who can describe the exact figure
of a perfectly beautiful nose, mouth, or fofe-
head. The number of each is a stiil greater se-
cret, which the great Creator of all things has
kept to himself.”

Let us pass on to proportions.. Undoubtedly
some of my readers will be surprized if I venture
to affirm that beauty does not depend on propor-
tions. What a paradox ! they will exclaim.
1 confess this position may appear extraordinary,
especially if an extension be given to it which it
does not possess, Let us examine to what it
may be reduced.

I admit that in all beautiful objects there ex-
ists an established order, regularity, and propor-
tions ; but is it in consequence of such propor-
tions that those objects appear beautiful? or ra-
ther is it not because those objects are heautiful
that these proportions give us pleasure ?

If there are invariable propertions which deter-
anine beauty, all the objects which have those
proportions must be beautiful, and those which
deviate from them must be the contrary 3
but this is not the fact. If, on the contrary, it
is the beauty of objects that renders their propor-
tions agreeable, different objects may appear

agreeable with different proportions, and this is
actually the case.

¢ Artists have determined the proportions
which constitute beauty,” says a disciple of
Winkelmann. I admit it, bat let us not cone-
found terms. They have measured, for exam-
ple, the most beautiful women in a country re-
markable for beauty ; they have therefore given
us the actual propertions of a beautiful woman?
but are these the exclusive proportions of beauty ?
Do we not see beautiful women who * have nei-
ther the propertions nor the forms of the Grecian
style. 1 could mention many women of Paris,
the climate of which is not the must favourable
to beauty, who surpass the far-famed Venus de
Medicis. You must not, say some artists,admit
of any deviation from the forms and proportions
of the Greeks. So muchthe worse, is my reply;
foryou thus intioduce into the art a monotony
and uniformity which exist not in nature. ¢ It
is with great justice,” says Camper, ¢ that an
anonymous author has attacked Winkelmann,
who is incessantly presenting to us the works of
the Greek artists as true models of every species
of beauty, and asserts that this kind of admira-
tion borders on madness, and that it is habit
alone which creates this blind admiration.”

Aurtists themselves have not always entertained
the same ideas relative to fornts and proportions,
During the reign of Louis' XIV. the French
painters and sculptors thought fit to relinquish
the Grecian style, in order to adopt another kind
of beauty, a national beauty. It was then the
fashion to paint French portraits ; for fashion
insinuates itself into every thing.

Beauty, therefore, depends not on any inva-
riable colours, forms, or proportions. Is it then
a creature of the imagination > And if it actu-
ally exist, whatis its nature, whatis its essence ?
This subject we shall investigate in the next
chapter.

[ To be continued.]

CHARACTER OF THE ATHEIST WOMAN.

BY CHATEAUBRIAN.

Ir the whole system of morality depends
entirely on the doctrine of the existence of God,
and the immortality of the sbu], a father, a son,
a husband, a wife, cannot have any interest in
being infidels. How is it possible, for example,
to conceive that a female can be an Atheist !
What shall sustain this reed if religion does not

support herfrailty ? - The feeblest creature in na- |-

ture, even on the verge of death, or of the loss of
her charms, who shall sustain this. being who

]smi!es and expires, if her hopes extend not
‘beyond an ephemeral existence? For the sake
of her beauty alone; woman ought to be pious.
| Gentleness, submission, tenderness, constitute a
portion of the charms bestowed by the Creator on
the mother of men, and to attractions of this
kind philosophy is an inveterate foe..

Shall oman, naturally endued with the in-
stinct of mystery, who takes delight in conceal-
ment, who never discloses more than half of hez.
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graces and of her thoughts, which you may di-
vine but cannot know 5 who, as a virgin and asa
mother, is full of secrets ; who seduces so power-
fully’ by her. ignorance, and whom Heaven
formed for virtue and the most mysterious of sen-
timents, modesty and Iove—-shallwoma’n, I say,
renouncing the engaging instinct of ‘her sex,
presume, with a rash and feeble hand, to attempt
to withdraw the thick veil which enshrouds the
Divinity ¥ Whom does she think to please by
this effort, alike absurd and sacrilegious? Does
she hope, by adding her petty blasphemies, and
her ftivolous metaphysics to the imprecations of
Spinosa and the sophistry of Bayle, to give us a
high opinion of her genius? Without doubt she
has no thoughts of marriage, for what sensible
man would unite himself for
pariner ?

The infidel wife seldom has any idea of her du-
ties ; shespends her days either in ‘reasoning on
virtue without prattising its precepts, or in the
enjoyment of the tumultuous pleasures of the
werld. Her head is empty, her soul holiow ,
she fallsa prey to languor ; she has neither God
nor domestic concerns to fill the vacant abyss of
Rer moments.

life to an impious

But the day of vengeance approaches—time
arrives, leading age by the hand. The specire,
with silver hair, -arched shoulders, and icy hands,
plants himself on the threshold of the female
Acheist ; she perceives him and shrieks ajoud.
‘Who now shall hear her voice? Her husband?
She has none; long, very long, has he with-
drawn from the theatre of his dishonour, Her
children ?  Ruined by an impious educa-
tion, and by maternal example, they con-
cern themselves not about their mother? If she
surveys the past, she beholds a pathless waste ;
her virtues have left no traces behind them. For
the first time her melancholy thoughts are di-
rected towards Heaven ; she begins to be sen-
sible how much more consolatory it would have
been to have a religion. . Unavailing regret ! the
last punishment of Atheism in this world is to
wish for faith without being able to-obuin it
When the Atheist, at the term of his career,
discovers the delusions of a false philosophy,
whenannibilation, likean appalling meteor,begins
o appear above the horizon of death, he would
fain return to God ; butitis too late : the mind,
hardened by incredulity,- rejects all conviction.
‘Oh! then how profound is hissolitude, abandoned
at once by God and by men !—She dies; the
deserted wretch expires in the arms of a hireling
aurse, or of a man disgusted with her sufferings,
who is surprized that she has withstood so many

“days the violence of her disorder. A dismal cof-
fin contains the whole of the unhappy woman :
at her funeral are seen no disconsolate sons, no
dishevelled daughters, no weeping grand children,
the worthy retinue which, with the benediction
of the people, and the solemn hymns of priests,
accompanies the mother of a faniily to the tomb.
Perhaps, howewver, some unknown 0D, a sitanger
to the shameful secret of his birth, accidentally
passes that way; he'is astonished at t e sight of
the louely bier, and enquires the name of the
deceased of the four bearers, who are about to
throw to the worms the carcase which was pro-
mised them by the female Atheist.

How different is the lot of the religious wo-
man ! Her daysare environed with joy ; her life
is replete with loye 5 she is respected, beloved by
hér husband, her children, her household ; alk
place unbounded confidencein her, because they
are firmly convinced of the fidzlity. of one who
i5 faithful to her God. The faith of this Christiar, *
is strengthened by her happiness, and her hap;
piness by her faith; she believes in God because
she is happy, and she is happy because she be-
lieves in God.

Ah! can a mother require any thing farther
to convince her of the reslity of supreme felicity
than to see her infantsmile? Is not the bounty
o. Providence most signally displayed in the cra-
dleof man? What affecting harmonies ! were
they only the effects of inanimate matter. The
child is born, the breast fills; the mouth of the
young stranger is not armed, for fear of inj ury to
the chalice of the maternal banquet; he growsy
the milk becomes more nourishing, he is weaned,
and the wonderful foyntain ceases to fow,
This woman, before so weak, has all at once ac=
quired such strength as enables her to bear fu-
tigues which a robust man could not possibly en-
dure. ‘What is it that awakes herat midnight,
at the very moment when her infant is ready ta -
demand the accustomed repast ? Whence comes
that address which she never before possessed?
How she handles the tender flower without huit-
ing it! Heratténtions seem to be_the fruit of
the experience of her whole life, and yet that ig
her firstborn ! Theslightest noise terrified the
virgin : where are the embattled armies, the
thunders, the perils, capable of appalling ‘the
mother?  Formerly this woman required deli-
cate food, asoft couchj the least breath of air
incommoded her; pow, a crust of bread, a hand-
ful of straw are sufficient ; nor wind ner rain
scarcely makes any impression, while she has in
her breasta.drop of milk to nourish e son, and

in her rags a corner to cover him,

N

R=r2
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EXTRAORDINARY FOREWARNING, .

vAS 1T flEALLY OCCURRED IN LORD TYRONE'S FAMILY, IN IRELAND.
. ‘

“Lorp TyroNg zmd'Lady Beresford were born
in Ireland; they were left orphans in their in-
fancy, to the care of the same person, by" whom
they were both educated in the principles of
Deism by their guardian. When they were each
of them about fourteen years of age they fell into
Very different hands, The person on whom the

care of them now devolved used every possible |

endeavour to eradicate the erroneous -principles
they had imbibed, and to persuade them to em-
brace the revealed religion, but in vain; their
arguments were insufficient to convince them,
though they were powerful enough tostagger their

former faith. . Though now separated from each |
-

other, their frie: dship continued unalterable, and
they continued to regard each other with a sin-

cereand fraternal affection. Aftersome years had |

elapsed, and they were each of them grown up,
they made a solemn promise to each other, that
whoever should first die,” would; if permitted,
appear to the other, to declare what religion was

most approved of by the Supreme Being. Lady |

Beresford was shorly after addressed by Sir Mar-
eas Beresford, to whom, after a few years, she
was maryied 53 but no change in condition had
power toalter her friendship; the families fre-
quently visited \each other, often spent more
than a fortnight together; a short time after one
of tiese visits, Sir Marcus Beresford remarked,
when his Lady came down to breakfast in the
morning, that her countenance was unusually
pale, and bore evident marks of terror and con-
fusion’; he enquired anxiously after her health,

she assured him she was well, perfectly well; he |

repeated his enquiries,and begged to know if any
thing had disordered her; she replied no, she was
as well as usual. ¢ Have you hurt your wrist,
have you sprained it?” said he, observing a black
ribband bound round it. She replied no, she
had not ; but added, ¢ let me conjure you, Sir
M. never to enquire the cause of my wearing
this ribband, you will never more see me without
it ifit conernad you as a husband to know it,
1 would not for a moment conceal it from you,
I never in mylife denied you a request, but of
this I must entreat you to forgive my, refusal,
and never to urge me further on the subject.”
¢ Very well, my Lady,” said he, smiling, ““since
-you so earncstly desire me, I will enquire no
further.”

The conversation here ended ; but breakfast
was scarcely over when Lady B. enquired if the
Post was comein? she was told it was not, In

a few minutes she again rang the bell for her sers
vant, and repeated the enquiry, is not the post yet
come? she was told it was not, “ Do you ex-
pect any letter I” said Sir M. ¢ that you are sn
anxious concerning the coming of the post » ¢« §
do,” she answered, I expect to hear that Lord
Tyrone is dead, he died last Tuesday at four
oclock.” ¢ 1 never in my life,” said ‘Sir M,
‘¢ believed you superstitious, but you must have
had some idle dream, which has thus alarmed
and terrified you.” :

At that instant a Servant opened the door, and
i delivered to thema letter, séaled with black, ¢¢ It
lisas] expected,” exclaimed LadyB 3 ¢ he isdead.?
{ Sir M. opened the letter; it’ came from Lord
Tyrone’s steward, and contained the melancholy
intelligence that his master had died the Tuesday
preceding, at the very time Lady B. had speci-
fied.  Sir M. intreated her to compose her spirits,
and to endeavour as much as lay in her power
not to make herself unhappy. She assured him
| she felt much easier than she had done for some
tinie past; and added, 1 can communicate ta
| you inteliigence which I know will prové wel-
| come, I can assure you. beyond the possibility
' of a doubt, that I am with child of a son?? Sir
| M. received the intelligence with that pleasure
that might be expected, and expressed in the
| strongest terms the felicity he should experience
| from such an event, which he had long so ar-
dently desired. ;
After a period of some months, Lady B. was
delivered of a son; she had before been the
mother of two daughters only. Sir Marcus sur-
vived the birth of his son little more than four
years.  Affer his decease, his lady went but little
from home ; she visited no family but that of a
clergyman who resided in the same village, with
whom she frequently passed a few hours; the rest
of her time was entirely devoted to solitude, and
she appeared for evel determined to banish all
other society. The clergyman’s family consisted
of himself, his wife, and one son, who at Sir M.’
death was quite a youth to, his son, however,
she was afterwards married, in the space of a few
years, notwithstanding the disparity of his years,
and the manifest imprudence of such a connec-
tion, so unequal in every respect, - '
The event justified the expectation of every
one; Lady B. was treated by her young husband
with neglect and cruelty, and the whole of his
conduct evinced him the most abandoned liber-

tinej utterly destitute of every principle of virtue
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and hnmariity. To this, her second husband,
Lady B. brought two daughters; afterwards,such
was the profligacy of his conduct, that she insisted
uponaseparation, They )mm.d for several years,
when so great was the contrition he
for his former ill conduct, that, won over by his
supplication and promises, she was induced to

pardon, and once more reside with him ; and |

was,- after some time, made the mother of an-
other daughter.

The day on which she had lain-in a month,
being the anniversary of her birth-day, she sent
for Lady ——, of whose friendship she had long
been possessed, and'a few friends, to request them
to spend the day with her.
clergyman by whom she had been baptized, and
with whom she had all her life maintained an
intimacy, came into the room to enquire after
her health; she told him she felt perfectly well,
and requested him to spend the day with her,
it being her birth-day. ¢ For,” said she, ¢ I
am forty-eight this day.” ¢ No, my Lady,”
answered the clergyman, “‘you are mistaken,
your mother and myself have had many disputes
coneerning your age, and I have at length dis-
covered [ am right; happening to.go last week
€0 the parish you were born in, I was resolved to
putan end to my doubt by searching the register,
and find that you are forty-seven this day.”

‘¢ You have signed my death warrant,” said
she, I have not much longer to live. I must,
therefore entreat you to leave me immediately,
as I have some things of importance to settle be-
fore I die.”? ”

When the clergyman had left Lady B. she
sent to forbid her company coming; and at the

.same time to request Lady , and her son of
whom Sir M. Beresford was father, and who was
then about twelve years of age to come to her
apartment. Immediately upon theirarrival, hav-
ing ordered her attendance to quit the room,
¢ I have something tocommunicate to you beth
before I die, a period which is not far distant :
You, lady, are no stranger to the friendship that
always subsisted .between Lord Tyrone and my-
seif; we were educated under the same roof, in
the same principles—those of Deism. When
the friends into whose hands we afterwards fell
endeavoured to persuade us to embrace the re-
vealed religion, their arguments, though insuffi-
cient to convince us, were powerful enough to
stagger our former faith, and to- leave us waver-
ing between the two opinions. In this perplex-
ing state-of doubt and uncertainty, we made a
solemn promise to each® other that whichever
should happen to die first would, if permitted
by the Almighty, appear to the other, to declare
what religion was most acceptable to him. Ac-
sordingly one night, when Sir M, and myself

expressed |

About ncon, the!

were in bed, I awaked, and discovered Lord
Tyrone, sitting by my bed side ; I screamed out,
and endeavoured, butin vain, to awake Sir M.
For Heaven’s sake, Lord Tyrone, said I, by what
means or for what purpose came you here at this
time of night.”” ¢ IHave you then forgot our
promise,” said he, ‘I died last Tuesday at four
o’clock, and have been permitted by the Supreme
Being to appear to you, to assure you the re-
vealed religion is the true and only religion by
which we can be saved. I am further suffered
to inform you, that you are now with child of a
son, which is decreed shall marry my daughter ;
not many years afier his -birth Sir M. will die,
and you will marry again, and to. a man whose
ill treatment yon will be rendered miserable by,
you will bring him two daughters, aud after-
wards a son, in child-bed of whom you will die
in the 47th year of your age.”

¢ Just Heaven, exclaimed T, and cannot I
prevert this 1 ¢ Undoubtedly you may, re-
turned he—you have a free assent, and may pre.
vent it all by resisting every temptation 10 a se-
cond marriage; but your passions are strong, you

-know not their power; hitherto you have had

no trial, nor am I permitted to tell you; bat, if
after this warning, you persist in-your infidelity,
your lot in another world will be miserable in-
deed.” ¢ May 1 ask, said I, if you are happy.”
¢ Had T been otherwise, said he, I should not
have been thus permitted to appear to you.,”
¢ I may thence infer you are happy 3 he smileds”
““ but how, said I, when morning comes, shali
I be convinced that your appearance thus to me
has been real, and not the mere phantom of my
ownimagination.” « ¢ Will not the news of my
death, said he, be sufficient to convince you?”
‘“ No, returned ‘I, I might have had such a
dream, and that dream might accidentally come
to pass, I wish to have some strenger proof of
its reality.” ¢ You shall, said he; '—then
waving his hand, the bed curtains, which were of
crimson velvet, were instantly drawn through a
large iron hoop, by which the tester of the bed,
which was of an oval form, was suspended :
¢ In that, said he, you cannot be mistaken ;
no mortal could have perﬂ)rme:l this.” ¢ True;
said I, butsleeping we are often possessed of far
greater strength than awake; though awake I
could not have done it, asleep I might=1I shall
still doubt.” He then said, ‘“ youhave a pocket-
bock, in theleaves of which I will write; you
know my hand-writing” I replied “¢ Yes.”
He wrote with a pencil on one side of the leaves.
¢¢.8till, said I, in the morning, 1 doubt, though.
awake I may not imitate yowr hand, asleep I
might.” ¢ You are hard of _belief, said he, I
must not touch you, it would injure you irres’
parably, it is mot for spitits to touch morat
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flesh.” T do notregard a small blemish, said I.”
¢ You are a woman of courage, said he, hold out
your hand.” Tdid; he touched my wrist; his
hand was cold as marble ; in a moment the
sinews shrunk up, every nerve withered. “ Now,
said he, while you live, let no mortal eye behold
that wrist, ‘to see it would be sacrilege.” He
stopped—I turn=d to him again—he was gone.—
During the time in which 1 had conversed with
him my thoughts were perfectly calm and col-
lected, but the moment he was gone I felt chilled
with horror, snd a cold sweat came over me;
every limb and joint shook under me; I endea-
voured to awake Sir M. but in vain;-all my ef-
forts were ineffectual. In this state of agitation
and horror 1 lay some time, when a shower of
tears came to my relief. I dropped asleep. In
the morning Sir Marcus arose and dressed him-
-self as usual, without perceiving the state in
which the curtains remained. When I awoke
Ifound Sir M. was gone down. "I arose, and
having putonmy cloaths, went into the gallery
adjoining our apartment, and took from thence a
fong broom, suchi a one as in a large house is
frequently used to sweep the corners, with' the
help of which, though not without difficulty, I
_-took down the curtain, as I imagined their ex-
traordinary position, would excite wonder among
the servants, and occasion enquiries I wished to
avoid. I then went to my bureau, locked up
the pocket-book, and took out a piece of black
ribband which I bound round my wrist. When
T came down, the agitation of my mind on my
countenance was too visible to pass long unob.
served by Sir M. he instantly remarked my con-
fusion, and enquired the cause. 1 assured him
I was well, perfecily well, but informed him
Lord Tyrone was no more, that he died en the
preceding Tuesday at the hour of four, and at
the same time entreated him to drop all enquiries
concerning the black ribband he noticed on my
wrist. He kindly desisted from further impox:-
tunity, nor did he ever after imagine the cause.
You, my son, as had been foretold, 1 brought
into the world, and in little more than four years
after your birth your father died in my arms.
After this melancholy event, I determined, as
the only prebable means by which to avoid the
dreadful sequel of the prediction, to give up every
pleasure; and. to pass the remainder of ny days
in solitude; but few can endure to remain in-a
state of sequestration, I commenced an inter-
course with one family, and only one; nor could
I then see the fatal chnsequences which after-
wards resulted from it. Little did I imagine
that their son, their only son, then a mere youth,
would prove the person destined by fate to prove
my undoing. In a few years I ceased to regard

with indifference; I endeavoured by every pos- J

sible means to conquer a passion, the fatal con.
sequence of which (if I should ever be weak
enough to yield to its impulse) I tuo well knew,
and fondly imagined I should overcome its influ-
ence; when the evening of one fatal day termi-
nated my fortitude, and plunged me in a moment
down that abyss I had been so long meditating
how toshun. He had frequently been soliciting
his parents to go into the army, and at length
obtained their permission, and came to bid me
farewell before his departure.

¢“ The moment he entered the room he fell
down on his knees at my feet, and told me he
was miserable—that [ alone was the cause of it.
That instant my fortitude .forsook me, 1 gave
myself up for lost; and considering my fate as
inevitable, without fur.her hesitation consented
to an union, the immediate result of which I
knew to be misery, and its end death. The con-
duct of my husband after a few years were passed,
amply warranted my demand for a separation I
hoped by this means to avoid the fatal sequel of
the prophecy; but, won over by his repeated
entreaties, I was prevailed on to pardon, and once
more to reside with him, though not until after
I had, as I supposed, passed my forty-seventh
year; but alas! I have heard this day from in-
disputable authority, that I have hitherto laid
under a mistake with regard to my age, that Iam
but forty-seven this day. Of the near approach
of my death, therefore, I entertain not the least
doubt, bt 1 do not dread its arrival ; armed with
the sacred precept of Christianiiy, I can meet
the King of Terrors without dismay 3 and with-
out a tear bid adieu to the regions of mortality
for ever.

¢“ When I am dead, as the necessity of its con-
cealment closes with my life, 1 wish that you, my
Lady, would unbind my wrist, take from thence
the black ribband and let my son, with yourself,
behold it.” Lady B. here paused for some time,
but resuming her conversation, she entreated her
son to behave so as to merit the high honor he
would in future receive from an union with Lord
Tyrone’s daughter. Lady B. then expressed a
wish to lie down on a bed to compose herself to
sleep.  Lady , and her son immediately
called her attendance and quitting the room,
after having first desired them attentively to
watch their mistress, and should they observe
any change in her to call instantly. * An hour
passed and all was silent in the room, they list-
ened at the door and every thing was still ; but in
about half an hour morea bell rung violently,
they flew to her apartment, but, before they
reached the door of it, they heard servants ex-
claim “ m " mistress is dead.” Lady =—— then de-
siring the servants to quit the room, Lady B.’s son
with herself approached the bed of his mether,
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they knelt down by the side of it, Lady —— then
" lifted up her hand, unbound the black ribband,
and found the wrist exactly in the same state

Lady B. had described, every nerve withered |

every sinew shrunk up. Lady B.s son, as has
been predicted, is now married to Lord Tyrone’s
daughter, the black ribband and pocket-book, are

now in the possessson of Lady ——, by whom
the above narrative is dated in Ireland; who,
together with the Tyrone family, will be found
ready to attest its truth.,

Dublin, dugust 16, 1802,

BONAPARTE'S LETTER AND PROCLAMATION..
With a Fac-simile of his Letter, and Lord Nelson’s Writing on the Cover.

e S—

Tae following letter was found on the person
of the courier in one of the French vessels taken
by the fleet under the command of Admiral Lord
Nelson at Aboukir. A JSac-simile of the lines
‘between brackets was given in the Second Part
of ¢ Copies of the Original Letters from the
Army of General Bonaparte in Egypt,” pub-
lished in 1799. The annexed Sac-simile of the
whole letter is now first engraven. It is entirely
in his own hand-writing; it abounds in errors of
orthography, and punctuation was not minded,
It was not signed, but only sealed with the Ge-
neral’s seal ; the impression on red wax, repre-
sents a female figure standing, with the cap of
Liberty and the Fusces; underneath is inscribed
République Francaise; the legend round the
whole is Bonaparte, Général en Chef.

The Proclamation was published in English
only, in-the First Part of the above-mentioned
book ; perhaps it may not be unacceptable to
re-publish it, with the original French, especially
on account of the second paragraph.

LETTER.,

cairo le 7 thermidor (July 25,1798.)
{ta varra dans les papier public la relation des
bataille e de la conquete de PEgypte quia eté
assé dispute pour ajouter une feuille a la gloire
militaire de cette arinée. legypte est le pays le
p‘IuS riche en blé, ris, legumes, viandes, qui ex-
iste sur la terre la barbarie est a son comple. il
ny a point dargent pas méme pour solder la
troupe. je pemse etre’en france dans 2 mois. ]
Je te recomende mes interets—j’ai beaup beaup
de chagrin domestique car le voile est entiere-
ment levée, toi seul me reste sur la terre ton
amité mest bien chere, il ne me reste plus pour
devenir misantrope qu’ a te perdre et te voir me
trair—c’est ma triste position que d’avoir a la.
fois tous les sentimens Pour une meme personne
dans son cceur, tu mentend! .« f
[fais ensorte que jaye une campagne_a mon ar-
rivee soit pres de paris ou en buigogne je compte
y basser lhiver] et in'y enserrer. Je suis annué
de Ja nature humaine ! jai besoin de solitude et

disolement la grandeur m’ annue, le sentimen es
deseches. la gloire est fade. a 29 ans j’ai tou
epuisé. il ne me reste plus qu'a devenir bi=n vrai-
ment Egoiste. - je compte garder ma maison ja-
mais je ne la donnerai a qui que ce soit. je mai
plus quede quoi vivre ! adien mon uniqueami je
n’aj jamais eté injuste envers toi! tu me dois cette
justice malgre le desir de mon ceeur de lettre ta
mentend ambrasse ta femme por moi:

au citoyen Josep/; Boraparte
depute ay conseil des 500 Paris.

Tound on the person
of the courier.
(In Lord Nelson’s writing.)

TRANSLATION.

]

Cairo the 7 thermidor (July 25, 1798.)
thou wilt see in the public papers the relation of
the battle and of the conquest of Egypt which
has been enough disputed to add a leaf to the
military glory of this army. egypt is the country
the most rich in corn, rice, vegetables, viands,
which exists on earth barbarism is at its height.
there is no money not even to pay the troops.
I think of being in france in 2 months. I recom-
mend my interests to thee—I have much much
domestic chagrin for the veil is entirely lifted up.
thou only remainest to me on earth thy friend-
ship is very dear to me, there only remains for me
to become a misanthrope but to lose thee, and
see thee betray me—it is my sad position to have
at the same time all the sentiments for the same
person in one’s heart. thou understandest me.
make that I may have a country house at my
arrival either near paris or in burgundy I mean
to puss the winter there and to shut myself up.
Iam weary of human nature! Iam in need of
solitude and retirement grandeur is irksome to
me, my sensation is withered. glory is insipid,
at 29 years I have exhausted every thing. there
only remains for me to become really an Egotist.
I reckon on keeping my house T shall never part
with it to any one, ‘I have now only enough te
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live on ! adieu my ouly friend I have never been
unjust towards thee! thou owest me that justice
notwithstanding the desire of my heart to be so
thou understandes me embrace thy wife for
me d

to cilizen Joseplh Bonaparte
deputy in the council of 500 paris.

D

» PROCLAMATION.

Liberté. REPUBLIQUE FRANCOISE.  Tigalité.

BONAPARTE,

Membre de PInstitut National, Général en Chef.
Au quartier general, & bord de I’Orient, le 4
Messidor, =n. 6 de la République Francaise,
une et indivisible. ¥

SOLDATS,

Vous allez entreprendre une conquéte dont
les effets sur la civilization et le commerce du
monde sont incalculables.

Vous porterez a I’Angleterre le coup le plus
sir et le plus sensible, en attendant que vous
puissiez lui donner le coup de mort.

Nous ferons quelques marches fatiguantes:
nous livrerons plusieurs combats: * nous réus-
sirons dans toutes nos entreprises;. les destins
sont pournous. Les Beys Mamelouckes qui fa-
vorisent exclusivement le commerce Anglais, qui
ont couvert d’avanies * nos négocians, et tyran-
nisent les matheureux habitans du Nile, quelques
jours aprés notre arrivée, n’existeront plus.

Les peuplesavec lesquels nous allens vivre sont
Mahometans: leur premier article’ de foi, est
celui-ci—IL N’Y PAS D’AUTRE DIEU QUE DIEU,
ET MAHOMET EST SON PROPHETE.

Ne les contradisez pas: agissez avec eux,
comme nous avons agis avec les Juifs, avec les
Jtaliens: ayez des égards pour leurs Muphtis et
*leurs Imans, comme vous en avez eus pour les
Rabbips et les évéques. Ayez pour les cérémo-
nies que prescrit I’Alcoran, pour les Mosquées,
la méme tolérance que vous avez eue pour les
eouvens, pour les synagogues, pour la religion de
Moyse et Jésus Christ. ,

Les Légions Romaines protégeaient toutes les
religions.  Vous trouverez ici des usages dif-
-férens de ceux de I'Europe, il faut vous y ac-
coutumer. - 3

Les peuples chez lesquels nous allons, traitent
les femmes différement que nous; mais, dans
tous les pays, celui qui viole est un monstre,

Le pillage n’enrichit qu'un petit nombre

* Avanie, s. f. an oppreasmn such as is used by
the Turks against the Christian merchants travel-
ling into the Levant, to extort money from
‘them,

d’hommes, il nous déshonore ; il detruit nos res-
sources, il nous rend ennemis les peuples qu'it
est de notre intérét d’avoir pour amis. -

La primiére ville que nous allons rencontrer a
¢té batie par Alexandre. Nous trouverons i’
chaque pas de grands souvenirs dignes d’excxte:
I’émulation des Francais.

Signé BONAPARTE

Par ordre du Général en Chef, le Général de

division, chef de IEtat-Major t, GLm.ml de

I’arm¢ée
4 ALEXANDRE BERTHIER.,

Del'imprimerie de I’Armée Navale, a bord de
I’Orient. 3

TRANSLATION.,

FRENCH REPUBLIC.

BONAPARTE,

Member of the National Institute, General in
Chief. From the general quarters on board
the Orient, the 4th Messidor, year 6 of the
French Repu lic, one and indivisible, (June
22,1798.)

SOLDIERS, -

Liberty. Equality,

Ye are going to undertake a conquest of which
the effects on the civilization and the commerce
of the world are incalculable.

Ye will give to England the most certain and
sensible stroke, till ye may be able to give her
her death’s stroke.

We shall make some fatiguing marches: we
shall engage in several battles : we shall succeed
in ali our enterprises; the fates are for us. The
Mameluck Beys who exclusively favour the com-
merce of the English, who have loaded our
merchants with oppressions, and who tyrannise
over the unfortunate inhabitants of the Nile, 2
few days afterourarrival will no longer exist.

The people among whom we are going to live
are Mahometans: their first article of faith is
this,—THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT GOD, AND
MAHOMET IS HIS PROPHET. '

Do not contradict them : act towards them as
we have acted towards the Jews, towards the
Ttalians: show some regard to their Muphtis and -
their Imans, as ye have shown to the Rabbis and
the bishops. Show for the ceremonies prescribed
by the Alkoran, for the Mosques, the same to-
leration which ye have shown for convents, for
synagogues, for the religion of Moses and of Jesus
Christ.

The Roman legmns protected all rel:gxo'ns.
Ye will find here customs different from those.
of Europe, ye must habituate yourselves to them.

+ LEtat-Major, the list of the General Officerss.
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The people to whomn weare going treat women
in a different manner than we do; but in every
country he who ravishes is a monster.

Pillage enriches only a few men, it dishonours
us; it destroys our resources; it makes enemies
of those people which it is our interest to retain
as friends. * ] y ”

The first town we shall enter was built by

- Alexander.  Weshall at every step find remem-

brances worthy of exciting the emulation of
Frenchmen.

(Signed) BONAPARTE.

By order of the General. in Chief, the General
of Division, Chief of the General Officers, Gene-
ral of the Army, y

ALEXANDER BERTHIER.

From the Press of the Naval Army, on board
the Orient, :

l

[Taken by Lord Nelson in the Mediterranean
in 1798. It is printed on asingle sheet on one
side.] d ; ;

It'may not be thought incuarious to quote here
the following passage from Mercier's Tableau de
Paris, written in 1788, .

““The late Duke de Choiseul is the cause of
our meeting with so many Corsicans in Paris, for
it was he who ordered their country to be con-
quered. This capital, at a great distance from
them, is become the centre of their hopes. Cor-
sicans in Paris! nothing is more surprising 3 their -
conversation is extremely interesting; their na-
tional character appears hitherto to be indelible.
Of all foreigners the Corsicans are those who
most run counter to all our ideas.”

THE SECRETAIRE; or, THE FINE LADY'S DAY. :

THAD passed a few moments with Eliza, and
this was a mark of very great favour ; for Eliza is
courted by all the richest, most amiable, and most
gallant men in Paris, and I know many a cox-
comb of the capital, who boasts knowing Eliza,
and who has passed more than twenty evenings in
her company, without venturing to speak to her,
nay, even without daring to approach nearer than
ten yards of her. I will not say that I had the art
to please her who pleases every body ; but by my
attentions, my gaiety, and still more by my air of
freedom and candor, I distinguished myself
among the crowd of adorers who successively flat-
tered and beset her, and more than once when
twenty young men sought Eliza’s company, Eliza
appeared solicitous of mine. Conversing first on
one subject and then on another, what I said to
her probably became interesting. We both found
an evening too short, and we agreed ‘to spend a
day together. What felicity ! to be permitted to
spend a whole day with Eliza! In the first place
1 was admitted into herhouse, and so is every one
that wishes it; I had the privilege of seeing her
house, and so has every one that desires it ; the
mansion of this Parisian was built by a modern
architect, after an antique design brought from
Naples, and taken among the ruins of Hercu-
laneum from the relics of the house of a celebrated
female at the court of Cazsar or Augustus. This
house is a curiosity which can only be scen by
means of tickets, and that at a time when the
owner is absent. After having admired the
portico, the private court, the hall, the saloon
for company, I was at length ushered into the
boudoir. ¢ AR! there you are,” said Eliza, <1

No. VI. Vol 1.

was waiting for you with impatience. I want to
go to the bath, and you may judge of my em-
barrassment, I have lost the key of my secre-
taire, and am without asous. You will go with
me, won’t you ’—*¢ With great pleasure.” We
accordingly went to the bath, Eliza for fashion’s
sake, and I out of complaisance. On going away
a little memorandum of two Louis was handed to
me. ¢ Is it possible,” exclaimed I, ¢ that you
can charge two Louis for two persons 17— Yes,
Siry 86 francs for the lady and 12 for yourself,
Madame was rubbed with essence of roses ;
her bath ,was of perfumed paste of almonds.”
‘ Thereare two Louis,” said I, and rejoined my
fair bather. We breakfasted 5 this cost me no-
thing., After breakfast arrived M. Courbette,
professor of presentation, and salutation, and
teacher of dancing. I was. permitted to be pre-
sent at the lesson, from which I not only learned
on which leg it is the fashion to support one’s
self, the side figure thata lady should present,
which arm she ought to extend and which to
contract, but likewise heard a learned analysis of
the morality of the dance terre d terre.  Atlength
M. Courbette was ready to retire, but the se-
cretaire could not be opened ; I was therefore ob-
liged to advance two more Louis, one fér the ex-
ercises of the body, the other for the lesson of
analysis. It was two o’clock, when some ohe
came and proposed to Eliza to go and see a
race in the Bois de Boulogne; an extraordinary
race to decide a wager between two women. The
desire not of going to admire the two Amazons,
but of exhibiting -herself prancing about on a
fine horse was irresistible ; and as Eliza rides none

Ss o 3 g
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but horses demanége it cost me three Louis for |
our two horses, and two for the servants. Tlre |
race was charming. Never were the alleysof the !
Bois de Boulogne paved by more superb steeds,
fiever were they traversed by more rapid chariots,
or skimmed by more agile nymphs. On our re-
turn from the race we found Madame Germon
svaiting for us in the antique boudoir. She had
brought the first robe executed aftera new pattern,
but Eliza, fearful perhaps of tiring my patience
or exhausting my purse, made some objections.
¢ What a robe!” exclaimed Madame Germen;
¢ you know not what you refuse; it is in the
pure Grecian style, which you know has again
come into fashion ; never were people of Paris
more thoroughly Grecian than at present. And
then what a colour !”—¢ Very beautiful indeed,
itis lilac.”—*: You suppose that it is the com-
men lilac suchas every body wears: no such
thing, it is hot-house lilac; thatisall I have to
say to you.”—* Ah! my dear friend only look
atit ; itis hot-house lilac, it is uncommonly beau-
tiful”—¢ What is the price, Madame Germon?”
¢ One hundred crowns, Madam.” ¢ What! no

more than onz hundred crowns; that isnot dear;
this gentleman will pay you.”—¢ But," re-
*joined Madame Germon, T had forgotten the
principal part of my business; I came for an un-
fortunate family in the Marais, which has madea
little lottery of a Turkish shawl,—there it is3 you
will remark, I dare say, these new palm branches;
theticket is only 50 francs.” ¢ The gentleman
willadd 50 francs; and then run to bespeak me a
box at the Bouffons, where an extraordinary con-
cert is given.” ~ This box cost me 54 francs more,
which made mesay; “Ah!my dear Eliza, why
did youlose the key of your secretaire ”” You will
suppose, Mr. Editor, that inm giving you this
circumstantial account only to excite your pity for
lending and losing my money. No such thing ;
Eliza paid me all that I had advanced the very
next day; but I wished to shew you that by add-
ing up the cost of a Chinese bath, a lesson in
French salutation,an English race, a Grecian
robe, a Turkish shawl, and a box at the Italian
opera, you may nearly ascertain the daily expen-
diture of a Parisian fine lady.

THE WORLD AS IT IS.

I7 has long been remarked that this world isa
true comedy, and, divided into halves, recipro-
¢ally laughat each other. Though the ¢or of high
life diffuses a kind of sameness over itself, which
has given rise to the idea thatupperlife is nothing
but a masked ball, it is, nevertheless, in that
sphere alone men must be studied.

‘The art of contrast, as striking on the drama-
tic scene as in nature, shines in those scenes with
all their lustre, and may readily be discriminated
by anattentive observer; after having seen some
excellent copies at the theatres, we have always
been much gratified in the meeting of the ori-
ginals in society. 1do not know if that species
of disposition is.an eulogium on- our hearts, but
it exists, and most assuredly is the satyr of the
world as it is. ; ;

1 was acquainted some time since, and was,
indeed, very intimate with two people, whose
charactets were extremely sympathetic. Perhaps
even, and I must acknowledge it, the pleasure |
they prdcured me by their caprice inspired in me,
much friendship for them ; that infatnated ego- |
tism penetrates itsclf every where, and we some- |
times extol the people we have occasion for, to
dissemble the necessity we have for their ac-
quamlance

However that may be, it is 1mpocqxble to meet

what is astonishing, of more affection” for each
other. They could not. do without each other;
and could not see each other without quarrelling.
One said black expressly because the other said
white; if the former persisted that twe and two
are four, the latter would have said that it was a
ridiculous error, and he would not be made the
dupe of the argument.

One morning T called at one of their houses.
He was in his study. ¢ My good fellow,” said
he, as soon as he saw me, ¢ I am one of the
most fortunate of men in the world, look and
you will see my chest has been robbed.” ¢ Yes,”
I answered, ¢ I perceive the lock has been
forced, but I do not exactly discover what there
is to excite such rejoicing.” ¢ How “blind you
are,” he replied, rubbing his hands, and evincing
by all his actions the greatest joy, ¢ don’t you
see that the thieves who robbed my chest have
not found the five hundred pounds that were
concealed init? They have taken two hundred
and fifty pounds from the chest, and have left
five hundred pounds in the secret drawer; was
there ever any thing so fortupate. Yes, my
friend, I conceive myself the most fortunate man
in the world; if they had discovered the secret
drawer 1 sheuld have been completel) and in-
evitably ruined.”

two persons of more opposite characters, and

~ He was in the extacy of joy ; 'he did not think
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of the two hundred and fifty pounds he was
robbed of 5 -he thought only of the five hundred
pounds he had saved. As to me, I had some
difficulty to compliment him, I could not recon-
cile myself to that kind of fortune; I, however,
admired what we call philosophy, which is often
considered according to the idea of the object.

1 went to see my other friend, to relate the
scene I had witnessed. 1 found him with a paper
in his hand, anger in his eyes, and invective in
his mouth. ¢ The rascals,” said he, ¢ will not
be satisfied till they haye drove me to the work-
house ; don’t you think,” said he as I entered,
¢ don't you think, my dear fellow, that I am
right? here is the receipt of my expences for the
year, it is dotble what it was the preceding; 1
am exasperated beyond measure; I will dismiss
every scoundrel of them,” ¢ You should dis-
miss them,” said I, ¢ if they have deceived you;
but I think I perceive that if the bill is double
this year, the crops are also four times more
abundant than last year.” ¢¢ That has nothing
to do with it,” he replied, “Iam robbed, I am

ruined, I am one of the most unfortunate of
men,” Instead of sharing his grief, and en-
couraging his cemplaints, I began to relate the
adventure of the robbed chest; and the joy his
friend evinced in discovering he had not lost the
whole of his property. I told him the whole.

He answered ‘that ‘his friend was mad, and
should be put into a mad-house. His friend,
to whom I afterwards related. the adventure of
his bill of expences, positively said the same
thing of him.—¢¢ He is a fool, and should be put
in a mad-house.”

It is, therefore, true that every man has his
whim, and we only see those of others.

It is also true, that one half of the world Jaughs
at the other half. 3 :

To draw a kind of moral from the above, this
inference may be cited for an apologue, that the
more we have lived in the world, the more we
incline to be indulgent. Cowardice is said to
engender cruelty, and it is solitude and ignorance
that produce and encourage intolerance.

J.B.B.

STRENGTH OF HUMAN UNDERSTANDING.

TO THE EDITOR OF LA BELLE ASSEMBLEE,

pe=——e——— .

In your fourth Number you have given us a,
curious account of the extraordinary scholar
Beronicius, in which you have hinted at the
person known by the name of the Admirable
Crichton.  In a collective view may be consi-
dered_what is said of him by Imperialis, in his
¢ Museum;” by Mackenzie, in his ** History of
Scotch VVnter* ;” by Bishop Tanner, in his
¢Bibliotheca ;” by Sir Thomas Urquhart 3 by Dr
Hawksworth, inNo. 81, of the Adventurer; and
lastly by Dr. Buchan,

He will find enough to exercise his faith,
though mankind be naturally fond of the mar-
vellous, and ever willing to stretch their faculties
fo the utmost to reconcile it with truth.

Two copies of verses, of which one is in the
¢¢ Delicie Poetarum Scotorum,” are the only
known pieces of Crichton. He was murdered
in the streets of Mantua, in 1583, in the twenty-
second year of his age.

We have several instances of the great memory,
with regard to arithmetical calculations, with
which Dr. John Wallis, and Jedidiah Buxton,
were gifted.

The Doctor of Divinity says, 10 February 18,

1670. Idid that night propose to myself (by
dark) without help to my memory, in 53 places,
of which I extracted the square,root in 27 places,
and did not commit to paper till a menth after.”

-

In one of the early Numbers of the Gentle-
man’s Magazine, about fifty years ago, is a
copious account of Buxton, (whodied at the age
of seventy, in 1775). ‘“His powers of abstraction
were so great that no noise could disturb him.
He worked the following calculation amidst the
clamour of a hundred fellow-labourers in a
handicraft trade:—In a body whose sides are
eight (specified) figures, seven figures, and five
figures, being yards, how many cubical eighths
of an inch ?”

During his calculations, when he was asked
any question, he would immediately reply to it,
and rewurn to -his reckoning, regardless of the
interruption, without any confusion, or the loss
of more time than the answer required. The
proposer of the problem returned after five hours,
and found him ready with his solution; which
was exactly right.

He would muluply any number of ﬁgures
mentally, store up the various products, and give ~
the answer several months after. He would
work six or eight questions half through, and
would either as soon as finished, or months after
tell the result of each various computation.

Instauces of person playing at chess, with three
boards at the same time, against as many anta-
gonists, without seeing any of the boards, are

well known, Especmlly l’luhdors Various pers
Ss2
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formances in this way, in the course of twelve
years, the last of which was in London, in 1795.
The first of these extraordinary feats we find
mentioned in history, was exhibited in Florence,
in the year 1266, by a Saracen.

Another specimen of the strength of human
understanding, which combines memory - with

other intellectual powers, ic the faculty which
many musicians possess, of playing any piece of
music, even of the mest apparently difficult ex-
ecution, which they may have previously gotten
by heart, at the same time reading in a book,
and when they have ended the solo, of repeating
what they had been reading.

THOUGHTS ON GENEROSITY.

GEXEROSITY is the most valuable quality that
the mind of a rational-being can possibly be pos-
sessed of. It is the offspring of innocence, nur-
tured by virtue, and animated by religion.

In the presence and under the direction of
those who are governed by the infiuence of gene-
r0sity, the helpléss and the ignorant, the unfor-
tunate and the afflicted, the friendless and the
persecuted, the infant and the aged, the innocent
and the virtuous, are perfectly safe from all in-
juries, and perfectly secure from allinsults. Ge-
nerosity abuses no confidence, betrays no trust,
takes no advantages of circumstances or situations

. inimical to the truest and best interests of man-
kind. Its rules of conduct are never perplexing,
* never ambiguous, never doubtful. The path of
duty is plainj and from this path true generosity
never knowingly or intentionally deviates. Ge-
nerosity offers to the world an amiable and an
interesting display of all the finest feelings and
purest ‘affections that the human mind is sus-
ceptible of. The seat of its residence is far re-
moved from evefy thing that is mean, selfish,
criminal, or base. Generosity transcends wirtue;
but it never militates against it. It is ever reach-
ing forward with a view to effect something be-
yond the precise limits of duty; but it is ever
feelingly and tremblingly alive to improprieties
of every description. The improvement and
establishment of human happiness is the motive
by which pure generosity is uniformly actuated.
This motive enhances in an incalculable degree
the value of the human character, and raises it
far above all narrow and servile views, It enables
it to look down on all selfish considerations as
-merely secondary and remote objects of atten-
tion and pursuit. Of sincere endeavour to assist
in every possible manner, and with every possible
exertion, every attempt that may be considered
contributory to the promotion and completion of
that more perfect plan of improvement, and more
exalted state of happiness which it is the avowed
intention of Providence effectnally to establish in
the world by the universal acknowledgment and
ascendancy of the Christian system, is the point
to which the peculiar study and application of

every generous mind is more industriously and
more zealously directed. And by strenuously
aiming at what is truly grand, noble, and desir-
able, a generous mind never intentionally over.
looks, neglects, or disregards what is either just,
prudent or necessary ! s

The pure spirit of generosity is, in its operas
tions, decidedly in disfavour of all private ad-
vantages that may in any respect contribute to
lessen the aggregate of social or public felicity.
Nor is its influence less decidedly in disfavour of
all the baneful effects of the mahignant and un-
charitable affections which may at any period in
life assail the human heart. No spirit of vanity,
emulation, pride, prejudice, malice or ambition
can change the views and purposes, or defeat the
intentions and the influence of genercsity when
it has once taken root in the mind. For where
generosity resides, the power of virtue is recogs
nized, acknowledged, and felt. In minds actuated
by passions of the very worst description, some-
thing bearing the form and the resemblance of
generosity may occasionally be discerned. But
these forms and resemblances are merely tempo-
rary and incidental ebullitions which break forth
like the sun in a winter's day; with a brightness
that pleases, but warms not; and with a splendor
that dazzles, but lasts not.

Where generosity governs the heart, every
selfish’feeling, and every interested motive, is sub-
ordinate to-its influence. There inconveniencies
cease to be obstacles ; and the want of ability to
distribute pecuniary favours is amply supplied
by an earnest desire to afford personal assistances,
patronage, and protection. It is very possible
that a man may be truly virtuous and religious
without being really generous, But it is abso-
lutely impossible that a man can be truly and
sincerely generous without being truly virtpous
angd religious. Teach a man to be correctly ge-
nerous, and you teach him to be every thing that
he ought to be. Generosity is the supreme per-
fection of all excellency. It soars above the
limits of luty ; but it never transgresses its rules,
nor tramples on its precepts. Generosity is the
noblest and the most faithful guardian of virtue
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and of honour. The pure ‘and permanent hap-
piness of mankind is its principal object. And
for the most effectual attainment of this object
it acts as a barrier to vice of eyery description,
Where generosity is an inmate of the mind, the
supremacy of virtue is unquestionable, Every
gratification, however desirable, that has a pro-
bable, a possible, a direct, or a remote tendency
to give birth to the sigh of regret in others, or to
the sentiment of compunction in ourselves, is
instantly abandened by a mind influenced by ge-
nerosity  No incitement to vice can prevail
when opposed by the pure spirit of generosity.
Every character, however weak and imperfect, is
secure from all depredation where the presidency
of generosityis felt and acknowledged. Gene-
rosity is the perfection of religion; it is a parti-
cipation of divinity. United to-humility, it is
the finishing stroke of rationality. To every sen-
timent it gives the highest polish, and to every
action the most engaging and the most interest-
ing effect. It contributes to eradicate all super-
stition.from the mind, all ingratitude from the
“heart, all cruelty from the disposition, all viee
from the conduct, all indifference from the man-
ners, and all ealumny from the conversation of
mankind. Its effects are not merely prohibitory
and preventive, They are not more inimical to
the prevalency of every thing that is pernicious
to the happiness of society than conducive to the
encouragement and permanent establishment of
every thing that is congenial to its harmony, its
welfare and prosperity.
Generosity is not a principle but a grace. Itis
a grace derivable from the pure spirit of Christi-
anity, before the promulgation of which it ap-
pears to have been totally unknown. Neither in
the primitive religion of the world, in the Mosaic
institutions, in the schools of philosophy, nor
among any of the various religious sects which
were established by mankind, is this grace any
where to be recognized. excepting among those
of the Christian religion alone. And even by
those of this religion, in which it is expressly im-
plied in all its precepts, it has been but very par-
tially acknowledged, and very inadequately and
contractedly acted upon. Different followers of
the same divine teacher have not unfrequently
contemned, despised, and persecuted each other,
and given to the world indubitable proofs of their
total ignorance of the pure spirit and intention
of that Christian system which is evidently, and,
if properly applied, effectually calculated to make
man, under every persuasion, in every country,
in every relati'on, in every situation and con-
nection in life, and under all the advantages or
disadvaptages in which he can possibly be placed,
the real, the siucere, the dtrue and unalterable
friend of man!

To banish from society the smile of deceit, the
frown of contempt, the language of falsehood,
the art of treachery, the meanness of flattery,
the poison of envy, and the weapons of malice,
by which virtue is endangered, and the influence
of all its amiable accompaniments materially

 weakened, seriously impeded, and many of them

entirely removed or eradicated, is a task which
every generous mind will undertake with readi-
ness, pursue with pleasure, persevere in with
diligence and avidity, and execute with industry
and courage,

The feelings and-the conduct of generous
minds are invariably the same in all the various
situations and circumstances in which mankind
can possibly be placed. Even jealousy itself,
the mast violent and furious of the passions to
which we are subject, will bow with submission
to the counsels of generosity 3 and love, the
most tender and ardent of the affections, will
attend with fidelity to its influence, and abide
with complacency by its precepts. Such are its
beneficial effects, that it holds in salutary restraint
all the irascible propensities which neglect, dis-
appointment, or contempt may give birth to,
and contributes very essentially to soften the
asperity of anger, and convert revenge into for-
giveness. .

Generosity never acts in opposition to the
strictest principles of the nicest honour. To. a
generous mind, temporary happiness is incom-
parably less an object of consideration than the
delicacy of its own operations, and the incon-
tfovertible propriety of its own sentiments, con-
duct, and decisions. The strength of curiosity
may, not unfrequently, exceed the powers of re-
presentation; but great as its strength may be, and
interesting as the cause which gives rise to it
may also-be considered to be, it will instantly
vanish at the whisper of generosity. This is the
still, small voice, that will keep us in the path of
truth, of honour, and of rectitude ;—that will
invigorate all the faculties of the soul, exalt all
the virtues of the heart, and ennoble all the pur-
suits of humanity ; that will crown industry with
chearfulness, ‘perseverance with success, merit
with confidence, humility with. contentment,
riches with liberality, rank with affability, genius
with modesty, bravery with glory, talents with
respect, hope with fortitude, learning with bene-
volence, and piety with love. This is the still,
small voice, that gives to earth the harmony
of heaven, and to man the disposition of
angels. ) '

; L& €,

Judy 16, 1806,
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AMARYLLIS.—A PASTORAL.

————
P

I THINK the world very beautiful, said the
vouthful Amaryllis toarefiection of her mother’s,
that was produced Ly expefience and sorrow,—
but Amaryllis was young, and her world did not
extend beyond the village in which she was born ;
she was in the vernal season of life, when happi-
ness wreaths its simplest flowers round the brows
of innocence; her ears were vnly accustomed to
the soft voice of affection, and her ‘mind, Ike
the _violets of her native valley, had expanded
in the shade. - She was candid, for she was a
stranger to the passiens that give birth to con-
cealment—simple in her taste, for she had never
seen any thing more splendid than a bandeau of

" wild flowers.  The smile of ingenuousness played
on her face, yet, she was not beautiful, her
charms were thtse of simplicity, and her graces
theseof youth. The only sorrow that had assailed
her bosom was when the closing year had caused
her favourite plants todroop ;5 but it was guickly
moved by the happy facility with which youthful
minds efface 31l impressions but those of joy,.—
At the return of spring she shed the sweetest
tears of gratitude and pleasure because nature
was revived. Her religion was that of the heart,
but it was pure; and her offerings to the throne
of mercy were the hymn of thankfulness, and
the, gay song of content. ~She knew not the arti-
ficial manners thatare taught by the world ; her
politeness was that of sensibility, which made her
recoil at giving painj her companions were the
villagers, whom she attracted round her by the
charms of kindness ; when she danced it was with
the light step of a fairv, yet she knew no rule but
the instinctive one of natural grace. Her partner
was a young exile (who had been driven by mis-
fortune with his family to the remote village in
which she resided) ; and their hearts, prompt as
their feet, bounded with innocenee and gaiety ;—
her munners with him had ne tincture of reserve,
for her breast containéd not a thoight that she
would have blushed to - reveal ;—between the
dancesshe told him all the occurrences of the
day for.'the fower of love was implanted in her
bosom, and with enchanting simplictty she be-
stowed on him its first bud.  In their walks they
sported innocently along, gilding to-morrow, with
tin's more beautiful than to-day—every desire
was fulfilled by hope, and the perspective of fu-
turity presented to them an endless train of inno-
cent pleasures which they enjoyed by anticipa-
tion. Happy facility of enjoyment! Pleasures

drawn by the fancy are seldom realized, but fate
allows us to be cheated by the delusions they
promise, whilst they fly from our embraces.—
Thus passed the morning of life with these chil-
dren of naturej; they nourished simplicity, igno-
rant of the sorrows it prepares for its victims,—
The parents of the young emigrant were noble;
misfortune had persecuted, but could not triumph
over them ; they cherished in adversity the ani-
mating idea that they should once more revisit
their native country, agaii be surrounded by the
splendour that so much adorns the exteriors of
life. Their son was now eighteen,and had passed
many years in retirement; he listened with rap-
tures to the recital of the former greatness of his
family ; but the idea of Amaryllis was always
mingled with it; he forgot her plebeian birth,
and his 6wn fallen state when he met her; and
if he imparted to her his griefs, she participated
with him so truly, that she received them into
her bosom and deprived him of their sting.—
Amiable sensibility of unsophisticated hearts!
Why are you doomed to wither in the cold region
of disappointment. _The first real sorrow that
ever visited the peace of Amaryllis was now ap-
proaching.—The exile was recalled to his coun-
try. Agitated by contending emotions he ran
to Amaryllis to inform her of the new turn fate
was on the point of giving to his destiny, and
sketched with the warm colouring of youth the
perspective of futurity ;—for to part from her
had never occurred to him, he had no idea his
parents would separate those whom affection had
so firmly united ;—she wept, but they were tears
of joy at the brilliant prospect that was opening
to her view. Alas! they were succeeded by
those of sorrow, of anguish, when she discovered
that her lover had been constrained to leave her,
that his parents, cruel as the chill blast that nips
the tender buds of spring, had forced him from
her without one adien !'—without uttering to her
one word of comfort.—Ah! who can paint her
agony ; she lives,and her companions weep over
her, for they imagine her insane; they have not
yet learnt to know that it is possible to'feel
strongly and )%et be rational ;—a hundred times a

| day ghe utters his name—a hundred times' she

fancied he would return, and hope. in pity to her
distress, throws her enchanting veil over the sad
realities that oppress her. Now she reposes on
the strengtn of his affection, as on her guardian
angel, then the certainty that he is absent rushes
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on her mind with all its force, and leaves her a || lily protects them alike from the chill’ blast; he
prey to regret, to misery, and all its’ Q'ld train of does not reproach the draoping fiower, if op- -

attendants.

| pressed by dew, it refuses to be revived by the

Children of sensibility, to you I address her‘ fervour of the noon day sun—then how much
tale, to you I appeal ; condemn not feelings for ‘ more will he cherish the human heart more sen-

which she is dccountable even to herself. That

Being who gave a deeper tint to the rose than the

sitive than the plant that recoils at the slightest
touch.

A MORNING WALK RECOMMENDED.

THERE is no custom more universally approved,
and more commonly neglected, especially among
the rich, the gay, and the polite, than that of
early rising. Every one owns that to those who
follow - the paths of business, or the toilsome
tracts of science, it is absolutely necessary 3 bat
some will deny that it is indispensable to the lady
who has no employment except killing the few
heurs that remain, after her slumbers, her meals,
and the important concerns of dress are dedlicted,
or to the deau whose only task is to amuse him-
self, and whose sole occupation is to gallant a
belle to the theatre. We wish to shew that early
rising is conducive to the health, the beauty, and
the pleasures of ladies, and that no female, how
splendid soever her situation, should disdain to
take a morning -promenade. Early rising is ge-
nerally allowed by medical men to invigorate the
faculties, and to remove the dullness which - too
often attends even fashionable life. Ladies have,
_ with great propriety, banished noon from their
promenading hours, as the sultry air causes las-
situde of mind, and tends to weaken the delicate
nerves of a female : but perhaps the cool of even-
ing is not less obnoxious to health than the
parching heat of mid-day.” That the former is
pleasanter, we cannot deny: but the most grate-
ful things are not always the most beneficial.—
On the contrary, the dews, the foggy air, the
effluvia from the trees, the perspiration of the
ground, and the pernicious exhalations of the
lamps, produce the most hurtful effects on those
who attend public gardens. But in the morning
we find none of these inconveniences, we have
the light and beauty of noon without its ener-
vating powers, the mildness and coolness of night,
free from its unh:althy concomitants. The
ancient sages rose with the sun, and many who
have survived the common perinds of mortality,
have ascribed their longevity to early rising, at-
,tended with some salutary employment in the
open air. W shall instance the good effects of
this custom by the case of a Scotch peeress, who
had long been splenetic to so great a degree, that
ber physigians were obliged to give her - edicines
to gratify her peeyish humour. She kept her
chamber some months, and for want ef fresh air

and exercise, grew so ill that her life was de-
spaired of, as no medical man would venture to
prescribe a different treatment. Accidentally
hearing a maid-servant praise the virtues of a °
morning walk in the country, the old lady deter-
mined, without the cognizance of her doctors, to
rise at six, and to refresh herself in the ga:den.
She daily grew better, and in a short time enjoyed
more health and happiness than she had ever ex-
perienced even in her youthful days; she reco-
vered her spirits, laughed at her physicians,
pleased herself, and rewarded the girl who had
contributed to her cure.

‘Since beauty cannot exist without health, the
practice we recommend is of the utmost im-
portance to handsbme women. Noon tans the
face, evening malées the complexion sallow, buta
morning walk clears the skin of all imperfections,
es pecnullv such as arise from luxury or the want
of proper exercise. _Though ladies affect to
despise the ruddiness of the cottager’s daughter,
their imitation of this bloom shews it to be a
grace that attracts their notice and excites their
emulation; and therefore we may infer, that
were most of our female nobility possessed of
this natural ernament, they would, instead of pa-
tronising, ridicule all attempts to mimic it by the
use of rouge. Beauty, we think, should be skin-
deep, though fashionable &elles seem to think it
should only be paint deep. However, as I can-
not in this respect agree with them, I request
the sweet lady who is perusing these lines, wounld
forego this opinion, and endeavour to make her .
bloom deeper and more lasting: than any paint,
by accustoming herself to take a regular moming
perambulation, whenever the weather will per-
mit. This habit would make her fair and ruddy,
give her skin an agreeable sleckness, and super-
sede the most admired and mest expensive cos-
metics that have been invented since fashion be-
gan to slight spontancous graces, when put in
competition with charms which are alv&ays
vendible at the perfumer’s. We beg leave to
add, in an age when women cannot redden, that
though the ruseate colour acquired by a morning
walk, might notbte a blush of modesty, it would
certainly be a blush of nature, and therefore ag
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much surpassing paint as the artificial flower is
exceeded by the natural rose. We would on this
account -prefer it to rouge, though a correspond-
ent has considered the latter as the best substitute
for that bashful tinge, which so seldom suffuses
the cheeks of our ladies.

It may perhaps be said, * we confess that a
moruaing walk is ameans of obtaining health, and
of promoting beauty,—but how can a custom so
dull and so antiquated, be attended, as you affirm
it s, with delight.” If you acknowledge, my
dear ladies, that it gives health, you must allow
that it excites pleasure, since pleasure cannot
exist without health ; and if you own it increases
beauty, you must confess it gives happiness,
since a lady considers her beauty as her greatest
happiness. But carly rising, followed by a ram-
ble in the country, not only bestows this kind of
habitual enjoypient, it not only yields a constant
flow of spirifs, but it likewise affords the highest
gratification to all who love the fine arts, or who
admire the beauties of nature. Where will the
amateur of painting find a more delicate subject
for his pencil, than the tints of the new-born
day? What theme can be'more pleasing to the
poet, than describing the rosy hours opening the
magnificent portals of the East? It may be said,
that these pleasures cannot be sufficiently varied ;
and though they amuse for a short time, they
will give no delight when oft repeated. From
this opinion, I beg leave to differ, as it is well
known the more nature is investigated, the more
she is admired. If, however, these simple grati-
fications should become tiresome, the mind may
be relieved by chearful reading; and, indeed,
there cannotbe a more favourable opportunity
forstudy than in the morning, when the body is
recruited. with repose, and the breast free from
anxiety and care. This promenade may be fre-
quently diversified : a walk to the aviary, a tour
through the park, tracing the meanders of a ri-

-vulet, a visit to a neighbouring cottage, a view of
the rising sun from a hill, and a thousahd other
well-judged circumstances, would furnish an im-
nense and almost boundless variety of amuse-
ment, so that no contemplative person would
ever feel the least satiety.-

Ever charming, ever new,
When will the landscape tire the view !
~ The fountains fall, the rivers flow,

The woody vallies, warm and low ;
The windy summit, wild and high,
Roughly rushing on the sky ;
The pleasant seat, the ruin’d tow’r,
The naked rock, the shady bow’r;
The town and village, dome and farm,
Each give each a double charm,

- Aspearls upon an Ethiop’s arm.

Now; ev’n now, my joys run high,

As on the mountain turf I lie;

While the wanton zephyr sings,

And in the vale perfumes his wings;
While the waters murmur deep ;

While the shepherd charms his sheep;
While the birds unbounded fly, ?
And with music fill the sky,

Now, ev’n now, my joys run high. \ S

. DyERr.

To make these pleasures more sensibly felt, it
would be proper for some person of intelligence
to accompany the lady in her early ramble.

Private governesses in great and wealthy houses
naturally occur as most fit to be entrusted with
this amusing office; but I am afraid that, in ge-
neral, this class is not composed of women of
much-intelligence, but rather of such as having
received a common education, without the means
of supporting it, are too proud to be mantua-
makers or milliners, and too ignorant to be teach-
ers. It would be no absurd plan to erect a col-
lege for the instruction of a number of clever
young women, who might be calculated to in-
struct the daughters of our nobility, as well in
the paths of science as in the steps of virtue,
‘With one of this description, who has a taste for
the charms of nature, and abilities to expand
those beauties to her blooming charge, a morning
walk might be remdered healthful, pleasant, in-
teresting, and agreeable, especially if disguised
under the name of an amusement.

There is another argument which should be
of importance to the modest lady,—that a
morning walk would not cause those reflections
on her reputation, which evening promenades too
often occasion.

Should any one who has hitherto spent her
nights in the ball-room, and her mornings on the
couch, be inclined to try this experiment, I re-
quest her to recollect that a better opportunity
cannot present itself, .

She is at her country seat; the mornings are
warm, gay, and beautiful ; fashion is not near to.
censure the innovation; and should she dislike
the custom, she may discontinue it at her return
to the emporium of pleasure.

““Things change their titlesas our manners turn.”
Pore.

Poeta nascitur non fit, *twas said,

When poets wrote to gain applause, not bread.
But when I see a poetaster rise,

Whom penury, not nature, has made wise,

I think ¢ invert the proverb would be best,
And saye-Non nascitur,” sed frzctus est. o

S.C W,
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FRIENDS IN A FUTURE STATE.

’

An Inquiry whetler there is any ground to believe that Friends can Fnow each other
in a Future State,

Tue circumstance that first induced me to turn |

my thoughts on the following subject, was a

conversation I once had with a friend, who upon i
the death of an intimate and revered acquaintance |

asked my opinion as to the probability of recog-
nizing in a future state those whom we knew in
this life; and hoped, from my opinion, to have

received some consolation which might soothe |

the anguish which so irreparable a loss had oc-
casioned.

At this time I was tinctured with the pedantry
of a college, and the prejudices of education,
which rendered me almost dogmatical and scep-
tical in all my opinions; and therefore more de-
sirous of gratifying my own vanity, than the
feelings of my benevolent friend, I at once denied
the truth of such an opinion, and ridiculed its
absurdity. :

1 principally maintained, that as the only way
we had of knowing each other in this world, was

by the impression which external objects made |

on our argans of sensation ; when these were all
removed by the dissolution of the body, every
source or recollection was consequently destroyed.
Besides, the soul which received its ideas of
things on earth, only through that body with
which it was connected, could not, after a separa-
tion from it, have any notion or retrospect of
those transactions in which they were conversant
during their union. The, soul and body united
made one beings the soul afterwards removed
from its corporeal prison became another and a
distinct being.  How could it then reflect on bo-
dies, from which, according to their very nature,

_ it was incapable of receiving any impression !

Butspecious as these arguments then appeared,
and indeed I believed them to be true, yet I have
been able to detect their fallacy. In order there-
fore to prove the affirmative of this question,
which I shall now undertake to do, it is first ne-
cessary to lay down as a datum that universal
truth, which all nature demonstrates, that there
is a God—a supreme infinite existence, directing
every thing, and comprehending in one idea all
the substances of the universe, both spiritual and
corporal ; and possessing likewise infinite power,
wisdom and goodness, =

The next proposition to be admitted, and
which I think no one but a desperate Atheist can
deny, is, that our souls shall have a_future and im-
mortal exvistence. -

It follows then from these premises, that spi-
fitual beings, of different orders, do exist, with

No=VTLVol. I: ' .

powers of thinking and acting in different de-
grees. Ofall these God is the Suprer- as Spirits
having a power then of aciing and thinking,
must necessarily have a consciousness of their
own existenceyznd consequently of the existence
of other spirits.—If then they know that other
spirits do exist, and it is reasonable to suppose
that God, from his infinite power, has furnished
them with organs whereby that knowledge is ie-
ciprocally conveyed, I say they must have a.
power of holding society and converse with each
other. Norshoukl we reject such a fair and rea-
sonable conclusion, because our narrow limited
imagination is not able -to conceive the nature or -
properties of those beings, whose existence we
cannot deny. God, as the supreme spirit, knows
all things ; and thesubordinate spirits, who are of
the same, though of an inferior nature, must of
course know all those things that are within the
compass of their power. .

_ This point being thus established, that spirits
are capable of knowing, associating, and holding
converse with each other, it remains to prove,
that the spirits which formerly animated human
bodies, havea recollectivn of what passed while
they were in this world. And this we must be
convinced is the case if we believe there is such
a thing as a distribution of future rewards and
punishments; and if we donot, we impeach the
justice of God. For, can we suppose that the
soul of the wicked should be rendered equally
happy with that of the good man. If then the
souls of men, after their departure from the body,
experience different degrees of pleasure and pain,
according to their good and bad actions in this
life, must they not know for what it is they are
made happy orsuffer? Most undoubtedly ; and
it is the very consciousness of these good or bad
actions in life that forms the source of their hap-
piness or misery. :

Then, beyond a question, they must remember
what passed in life; and if ﬁmn remember
one thing, they can remembe hat they once
knew ; and, therefore, they mustremember those
friends whom they loved and whose souls were
congenial with their own. = T

But it may be objected, that, admitting every
thing which has been said, yet if two fiiends
should die, their souls may know each other, but
one may not know that the other was the soul
which animated the same body. '

This objection will at once fall to the ground,
if we observe from what has already been proved,

BT
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that spirits have a power of distinguishing each
other, and of knowing what bodies they them
sclves belonged to.  For it is as easy to suppuse
that a spirit can have all the methods of re
ceiving and communicating - ideas as it can exist
at all.

What a source then of comfort in this world

must the bare belief of such an opinion as ¥ have
been endeavouring to prove, afford us; whenever
we reflect that a deceased friend has only left us
for a short space of time, at the expiration of
which we shall meet, without being ever afier
under any apprehension of a separation.

BEAUTIES OF MODERN LITERATURE.

MEMOIRS OF A TRAVELLER AT REST.

[Continued from Page 264.]

THE Count de Bogin had served the King for
twenty years with the greatest success; and cn-
joyed an influence which extended even to the
other departments. The severity of his character
made him' hated by the nobility as much as he
was feared. The king was accused of placing
too much confidence in him, and even of allow-
ing himself to be governed by him, ,when the
event which I am going to mention occurred
very epportunely to prove the contrary. The
count had purchased a small villa, two leagues
from Turin, to which he frequently retired. He
hud fora long time wished to enlarge the gardens
of this estate; buta road which led to the house
of a man named Talpon, one of the king’s valets,
and which divided some meadows that he was de-
sirous of obtaining, opposed his design. 'He re-
quested Talpon to part with this road, which he
agrezd to; reserving to himself, however, the
right of passing through the estate of the count
whenever another road-which led to his house
should be rendered impassable by the snow,
which was sometimes the case. Two or three
yéars had elapsed without T:lpon’s having any
occasion to avail himself of this right, when it
happened' that his own road became wholly ob-
structed by the snows. Conceiving he might
avail himself of the privilege which he had re-
served for himself, he rode through the count’s
estate on hot .5 but the minister, perceiving
him ata ditance sent to forbid his passage.—
Talpon desired the miuister might be informed
who it was; and that, by virtue of their agree-
ment he was travelling through the old road, be-
cause the other was impussable: but the count
persisted in his refusal + and Talpon was obliged
to return to Turin, burning with rage. He re-
paired instantly to the king, related to him the
injustice and the ingratitude of the count, and
concluded by saying: ¢ Judge, sire, how he acts

»

towards your other subjects, when he treats me
thus; me, whom he knows to have access to
your majesty.” The king directed Talpon to
preserve the most perfect silence on the affair,
promising to do him justice. ' He sent immedi-
ately for the intendant of his roads; and though
he was a brother-in-law of the Count de Bogin,
he charged him to inquire into the truth of the
matter. This man knew that it was the king’s
custom, on such occasions, to inform himself pri-
vately of the circumstances, .that he might be
sure his ministers did not impose on him : hed d
not dare, therefore, to di guise the truth’y but
some days after, reported to the king, that the
relation which Talpon had- given of his rights,
and of the affront he had received, was a faithful
account. The king then directed, that without
speaking to his brother-in-law, he should set a
hundred men to work the next day, to restore
the former road 1o Talpon’s house, which was
done. Judgeof theastonishment of the minister
when, walking in the morning, hesaw a hundred
men digging in his garden. Full of surprise and
anger, he sent to demand the reason of'so strange
an appearance: they replied, ‘¢ that it was by
order of the king, and this was all they knew
about the affair.” He set off to town, and found
his brother-in-law, who socn explained the whole
mystery. The minister felt that it would be most
prudent to submit in silence, and therefore said
nothing: the king, on his part, never mentioned
the subject; and Talpon was put in possession
of his former road. I saw him sonie days after,
quite”proud of the victory which he had gained
over a minister so high in fayour. 7The nobility,
delighted at the mortification which the Count de
Bogin had receiyed, considering it as a presage of
his diserace ; but they were deceived. The king,
who knew his ability, continued to_treat him as
befere : and was satisfied Lo give him this lesson
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of moderation. After thie death of King Charles,
the Count de Bogin withdrew from public busi-
ness, and I often visited him in his retreat. I
scarcely ever saw a’'man more engaging and more
polite,and whosé conversation was more interest-
ing. To a profound knowledge of the affairs of
Europe, he joined the greatest clearness in his
ideas and in his expressions ; he was also a good
husband, and a good friend, upright in his con-
duct, and loved best by those who knew him
most intimately : so that, if his administration
did not generally please, it must be attributed
more to the necessity of circumstances, than to
the natural disposition of the minister.

CHAP. 111,

I now found mysclf in a world very different
from that in which I had hitherto lived ? instead
of the simplicity of Mr. Wyche, the plain and
innocent manners of his family and his friends,
1 was incessantly listening to the- intrigues of
courts ; and witnessing the manners of people of
fashiorn, the overstrained compliments of great
men, the duplicity of courtiers, and the pride of
nobility. Unaccustomed to such scenes, 1 was
astonished at every thing, and exclaimed against
every thing. Mr. Mackenzie "and his friends
amused themselves with my surprise: they asked
whence I came, where I had passed my youth,
and whether 1 wished for the return of the golden
age? Such pleasantries were the only answer I
obtained to all my reasoning. I perceived, how-
ever, that my surpriz: gave them a good opinion
of my morals; and that Mr. Mackenzie was not
sorry to have a secretary upon whose probity he
“might rely. . But there was one point of my mo-
rality which he did not laugh it; and that was,
the rigorous system of truth which 1had adopted.
It was in vain that he addressed me most seriously
upon the subject: I was immoveable; and de-
fended my resolution so sternly, that he at last
reproached me with being too dangerous a secre=
tary for a foreign minister ; and added, that he
should not venture to entrust me with the secrets
of his negociations. I removed his fears, how-
ever, by convincing him_that, with a little ad-
“dress, a man might meet the most adroit politi-
cian, and keep his own secret without doing vio-
lence to the truth; and finally persuaded him
that probity, combined with firmness, might
even in politics be compatible with the strictest
truth. % ¥

We had then before our eyes a striking exam-
ple of the confidence which virtue, even carried
to an extreme, can inspire ; *in preference to the
maxims of the world, which are founded upon
no principle. ' The Marquis de Carraccio’i, Nea-
politan ministeryat the Court of Turin, had a se-
eretary who had been formerly corrupted by Lord

Bristol, Mr. Mackenzie’s predecessor at the
courtof Turin. This man had a handsome wife,
whose expences obliged him to seek for some

means of supporting themy and one of the most '

effectual that he employed, was selling the secrets
of his- master. The reversion of the duchies of
Placentia and Guastella to the King of Sardinia
on the demise of the King of Spain, had been
guaranteed to him by the treaties-of Utrecht and
Aix-la-Chapelle. The death of the Spanish
monarch had just then happened, and the subject
of the reversion was in discussion. The courts of
Versailles and Madrid entertained the project of
breaking those treaties, and of retaining the pos-.
sessions for the Duke of Parma.
which the Neapolitan minister wrote to his own
court and to the court of Madrid, as well as those
which he received, frequently entered into that
subject; and the secretary of the marquis com-
municated them to Mr. Mackenzie through me,
for a proportionate reward. . This treachery was,
at last, discovered: his master dismissed him
without making any noise about the matter, and
did not in the least alter his conduct towards me;
he only requested meto point out to him which
of his dispatches I had read.
with pleasure; and as the best means of being
accurate, I desired him to shew meall his cor-
respondence. This he did; and from this gene-
ral inspection, I learnt many things which other-
wise I should never have known.

A still better opportunity presented itself of
knowing the secrets of the court-of Spain, if the
delicacy of Mr. Mackenzie had suffered him to
take advantage of it, The Count de Torre

Palina, ambassador from that court to Turin, let -

a packet of dispatches which he had that day re-
ceived, drop from his pocket, as he was going
away after a visit to Mr. Mackenzie. He ob-
served them a momentafter; and in spite of the
temptation of the circumstances of the time, ran
after his excellency, and gave them to him upon
the stairs. The Spanish ambassador, affected by
this proceeding, came back with him, overwhelm-
ing him with thanks, and extolling to excess the
generosity of his conduct. This circumstance
introduced some anecdotes of the same kind ;
among which the ambassador relyted, in my hears
ing, an affair which had hapfened w himself at
Vienna. : -

He thought he had discovered, while at that
court, that his dispatches were intercepted. One
day particularly he remarked to his secretary,

The dispatches -

I agreed to do so -

that such a packet must have been opened; and |

he was convinced of it a moment afterwards, by
finding a dispatch which was not sigifed, the
hand-writing of which his secretary knew to be
German and not Spanish, and which he declared

was written by one of the clerks in the office of
«TT2
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foreign affairs, He-even produced some papers
that had been given in reply to some of their
memorials, which left no doubt -of the fact
and they naturally imagined that, in the hurry
with which these things are generally done at
the offices, the copy of the dispatch.had been put
into the envelope instead of the original. The
ambassador, without loss of time, waited imme-
diately upon‘the Prince de Kaunitz. He was
admitted. ¢ I have to request, Sir,” said he,
¢¢ that you will order your clerks to restore my
dispatch, of which they have only sent me the
copy, and have kept the original.” ¢ Sir,” re-
plied the Prince, without appearing at all em-

barrassed, ““ I beg a thousand pardons for-the

trouble you have had; these careless fellows are
making such blunders every day.” Then ring-
ing the bell, and calling one of his secretaries :
¢ (5o, and fetch the ambassador’s dispatch, Sir,
of which he has only received’ the copy, and ,
learn not to commit such blundersanother time.”
When the dispatch was produced,  Sir,” said
the Prince, as he restored it to him, ¢ I am
mortified that their stupidity should have occa-
sioned you so much trouble:"” and conducted
him very politely to the door, withoutappearing
to attach any importance to the mistake which
had produced the visit.

[ To be continued.]

STATE OF SOCIETY AND MANNERS.

DESCRIPTION OF CROMER

~ Mr. EpiTor,

AS this is the season of the year in which
the rich, the idle, and the gay rush in swarms
from the metropolis, and seize upon every vil-
Jage and hamlet upon the borders of the coast, in
order to enjoy the fancied advantages of sea-
bathing,Tam to inform you that Iam one among
the flight of these summer swallows, and that
the course of my emigration has lead me to the
Eastern shore of Norfolk, and 1 am for the pre-
sent enjoying the salubrity of the air, and
the comforts of mingled society, at the well-
known town of Cromer.

1 shall not, Mr. Editor, enter into any
lengthened local description of this summer re-
treat, because the subject has already exercised
the pens of many wandering geniuses, who, in
gratitude, perhaps, for the benefits they have
derived from thespot, have celebrated its Ppraises
in poetry and prose, and, as if they were taking
their farewell of another Grand Chatreuse, have
generally thought #it incumbent upon them,
when they discharged their tavern bill, to leave
an ode or a copy of verses with their landlady.

¢ For here the muse so oft the harp has strung,
¢¢ That not a mountain lifts its head unsung.”

Tt will probably not be inconsistent with your
plan if T give some description of Cromer and
the neighbourhood, in as brief and popular a
manner as Jamable. The first object to be re-
martked in Cromer is the church, which, though

in ruins, betrays evident marks of its “former
magnificent and.Gothic origin. The westers
entrance is a good specimen of Gothic architec-
ture, but the inside of the church very much dis-
appoints those who are captivated by the exter-
nal appearance. There are no monuments., I
the area is a triple row of pews, and some
benches; there is no gallery, and the whole has
an appearance extremely desolate and mean.’
At aboutathird part of the height of the stair-
case which leads up the steeple (which: is about
165 feet high), is a door which opens upen the
leads of a small turret, communicating with the
stairs, from which, some few years since, a boy
of the name of Yoxley fell irto the churchyard,
without receiving any other hurt than a few slight
bruises. This boy is now a sailor in his Ma-

jesty’s navy.

Cromer is situated on the Eastern coast of Nor-
folk, about 130 miles distant from London, and
22 from Norwich; it is nearly midway between
Yarmouth to the south, and Lynn to the north,
and almost in a direct line with Norwich. It is
a larger kind of fishing town, for it scarcely me-
rits any other name, and is situated in a valley.
It is 50 close to the shore that, during the spring
tides, and in boisterous weather, the waves would
almost break into the streets, were they not dri-
ven back by the loftiness of the cliffs.  The sea ",
is here much bolder, and hasa greater violence
of tide and current than in almost any other har-
bour in England, JXndeed a story, tolerably well
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authenticated by antiquarians, is still told of this
place. Ancient Cromer; or as Camden calls it,

Shipden, is said to have been buried in thesea,
and I have been told, at a very low tide, and
some miles from the shore, the summit of the
steeple of the old church has been clearly dis-
cerned ; it is certain, however, that those who
have made experiments at soundings in this spot,
have had every reason to conclude that the bot-
tom of the s, for the circumference of half a
mile or more, was one perfect stratum of stone
or brick, which plainly marked out the ruins of
houses and buildings of various sorts. It is
these scattered ruins of the old town, in thesea,
which_are said to make the coast of Cromer so
extremely dangerous for shipping. The harbour
is known thoroughly only to the most expe-
-rienced pilots, and the trade necessarily suffers
from these disadvantages and perils of the shore.

The accommodation for €ompany in this
place is of a very humble kind; a few old
houses have been taken down and rebuilt within
these dozen years, after a more modern and en-
larged plan. Some of the fishermen have been
ejected from their old cots, or have surrendered
them to aspeculating bricklayer, who has spruced
them up with alittle fresh lath and plaster, ora
layer or two of sea-stone and pebbles, and
scrawled ‘“Lodgings to Lett” over the window.
A chandler and jobbing carpenter have occasion-
ally leagued together to furnish outa room look-
ing towards the sea, with a few chairs, a table,
and a sopha ; a fewale-houses, whichnot many
years ago found it difficult, from the penury of
trade, to obtain a licence or alivelihood, are now
shot up into hotels or taverns ; and amaster of a
fishing boat, a retailer of crabs, has now become
the proprictorof a bathing machine.

Such, Sir, has been the metamorphosis of this
place, almost within my own recollection of it.

Cromer has not yet to boast of any places of
public amusement, balls or assemblies; 'the only
pleasure the company take is in walking on the
sauds at low tide, or strolling, or riding about the
neighbourhood, which is extremely picturesque
and interesting. The bathing-machines are very
commodious, and the bather a very careful, at-
tentive man ;- the termsare extremely moderate,
and any one may select his own hour.

* The first place to which I would-carry you
in the neighbourhood of Cromer, is the ride
through Northrepps to Trimmingham Beacon,
being about seven miles along the cliffs of the
sea. Mr. Richard Gurney, a banker of Norwich,
has built a mcst beautiful cottage in the parish

of Northrepps; it is situited in a kind of narrow-

valley, surrounded upon every part by hills, ex-
cept towards the sea, of which it commands a
mos extensive view. - The hills arc every where

covered with flourishing pldntations, and those
spots which were, in my own memory, a few
years back, mere sandy deserts, are now covered
with groves of towering firs and pines.

Not far from this house is Toll’s I{ill, which
is known for a very famous echo. . As you pro-
ceed onward the churches of Owerstrand and
Sidstrand, are to your right and left. ‘There is
nothing worth noting in either of them.

The Beacon at Trimmingbam is an object
truly worthy of a visit. . It commands the uoblest
prospect, both of sea and land, which is to be
obtained in Norfolk. Upon a clear day, Yar-
mouth, though thirty miles distant, can be dis-
tinguished from it, and the spire of Norwich
cathedral, which is at least twenty-two miles off;
above forty churches have heen counted from
this eminence, and the expanse of the sea which
the eye takes in is immense. At Timming-,
ham Beacon is a station, or a kind of signal-pest;
these extend ' throughout the eastern coast at
the average distance of five miles apart from
each other; a Lieutenant is generally the cfficer
of thestation ; his officeds to make signals to any
suspicious vessels which appear upon the coast,
which, if not satisfactorily answered, another
signal is immediately hoisted, and repeated by all
the stations till they reach some pert where
armed ships are constantly prepared for the pur-

suit if an enemy,

About three miles from Cromer is Felbrigg,
the seat of the Right Hon. W. Windham ; it
is delightfully situated in the bosom of extensive
and venerable woods ; some of the trees, parti-
culary the oak, are of great antiquity. This fa-
mily, which is very ancient in Norfolk, has long
been settled at Felbrigg ; and it is a sort of pro-
vincial proverb, ¢ Never wasa Windham knows
to be poor.”

The house is in the style of the ald English
mansion, and has lately undergone considerable
alterations which, as must be the case, have ren-
dered it more modern, but less magnificent. It
contains. some good pictures, chiefly of the
Dutch masters 5 in the drawing-room, a Usurer,
by Reuwbrandt, and ‘an Old Woman, by the same
master, deserve particular attention. There are
some exquisite pieces by Vandeveldt; a Sea-
Fight, supposed to be an engagement betweén
the English and Dutch fleets, .is an admirable
performance.  In this room isa small, but highly
coloured picture, The finding of Achilles «t the
Court of Lycomedes—it is said to be a Rubens.
Slight as my inspection was, I had great reason
to doubt it; almdst every stray, unowned pic-
ture, which is supposed to have muerit, is given
at random to Rubens.. This great master wasg
so general, o eminent in every department of
the art, and so wholly without what the paintes
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call man;u«r, that any picture which is conceived
to be excellent, and without an avowed owner,
may be attributed to Rubens with more safety
than o any other master; 1 believe, however,
that Mr. Windham calls it a Rubens—this is
authority in art as well as in other things.

.This seit is not often honoured by the resi-
dence of the master; but when Mr. Windham
does visitit, he givesa full flow to the generosity
and hospitable ardour of his character.

One'of the most beautiful rides near Cromer
is to Holt, through Upper and Lower Sherring-
ham, Runton,and Beeston. Abouta mile and
a half from Cromer are the Felbrigg Plantations,
which accompany the traveller on his left for
about 2 mile, during which space, the views of
the sea on the right are truly delightful. = The
country is here extremely hilly, and every emi-
neace is covered with the thickest and richest

plantations of firs and pines, particularly those-

£ Mr. Cooke Flower, whose estate at this spot,
though small, is perhaps one of the most en-
viable in the whole county of Norfolk.

Holt is a market town, remarkable for nothmv
that [ know of. The return frem Holt may be
agreeably varied by taking the lower road to
Cromer. Here a most sublime and romantic
view is obtained from Sherrington Hill. About
two miles from hence are the ruins of Beeston
Priory, in which an antiquary may find beauties,
but in which™T confess 1 cannot.

Taking the road from Cromer to Norwich, and
diverging a little to the left, you come to Thorpe
Market, a village which, .in houses, lands, and
every other tenement, is the property of Lord
Suffield, formerly Sir Harbord Harbord, many
years member for the. city of Norwich. The
ruins of the parish church have been taken down
and rebuilt by Lord Suffield, in a style which
attracts many spectators from its novelty. The
present structure, which was designed by Mr.,
‘Wound, is simple and elegant ; the materials are
flint and free-stone ; at each of the four corners
is a turret, and the points of the gables are ter-
minated by a stone cross, after the monkish
fashion. The inside is finished with neatness
and taste. There are three family monuments
taken from the walls of the old church, in memo-
ry of the Harbords. The next place to Thorpe,
of any consequence, is Morth-Walsham; a
town of considerable extent and population, but
extremely dull and poor. I believe one general
remark may apply to all the towns in Norfolk,
which are very numerous, that, with the excep-
tion of Norwich, Yarmouth, and Lynn, none of
therd have any species of trade or manufacture ;
the little activity and spirit they possess is owmg

to the port and carrying trade.

- About three miles from North-Walsham is

| Gunton-Hall, the seat of the Right Hon, Lord
Suffield. The estate of this nobleman, with the
exception of Mr. Coke’s, is the largest in the
county ; it occupies almost six coutiguous
pasishes, and extends fromr North-Walsham te
Aylsham, on one side, and from Gunton to
{ Cromer, on the other, being altcgether a trayerse
space of sixteen miles. The plantations around
the house are beautiful and extensive; but there
is very little of what may be called park. The
vgriculturists of Norfolk, and in this county every
one is a farmer, know better things than 10 en-
courage their taste for venison to the sacrifice of
more substantial enjoyments; here the plough
usurps every thing, and we believe his Lotdship’s
barley and turnips are sown up to his parlour
windows. Gunton-House is not deserving of
notice, it is the mansion of a common country
gentleman, and is not, we hear, often open to
hospitality. = This nobleman immures himself
in a kind of gloomy and secluded grandeur, and
indulges the most arbitrary caprice anil passion,
as I have lieard, with regard to the game Jaws;
in every othef respect he is a most worthy noble-
man. The inside of Gunton-House is not very
accessible to strangers.

About five miles onwards from Gunton is
Aylsham, a very neat and pleasant market town.
Some few years since it was in a flourishing state,
but is now fullen into decay; the church is a
handsome modern pile, and the neighbourhood
is extremely agreeable.

About a mile from Aylsham is Blickling, the
seat of the late Earl of Buckinghamshire, but
now of the Hon. Asheton Harbord, ellest son
of Lord Suffield, who enjoys itand the conti-
guous estate, in right of his wife, Lady Caroline
Harbord, second daughter of the above-mention-~
ed Earl. Blickling is a noble building, in the
Gothic style; it is famous for having been the
birth-place of Anne Boleyn, the unfortunate
queen of Henry V111 and mother of Elizaieth 5
the entrance fromn the court-yard is over a bridge
of two arches, across the moat, through a gates
house and a small inner-court, and is very strik-
ing inits appearance. In the hall are full length
statues of Anne Boleyn, and her illustrious:
daughter; in the anti-room are several portraits,
the most striking is that of Sir Henry Hobart,
one of the ancestors of the Buckingham family,
who was killed in a duel with Mr. Le Neve,
upon Cawston Heath, where a square monu-
mental stone marks the spot upon which the
event took place. The study has a good col-
lection of books. The Old Dining-room is or-
namented with several fineportraits. - The pre-
sent King and Queen, by Sir Joshua Reynolds’s
the late Lord Townshend, the Earl of chceater,

and Sir Robert Wa]pole. In this room.is the
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chair of state in which James I1. sat when at |
Dublinj it is a piece of furniture which the re-

verence of antiquity-only could preserve; for |

am mistaken if a broker would ‘venture to put it

up at'an auction. .

The New Drawing-room is the pleasantest
room in the house. One end of it is adorned
with tapestry, in which is represented the figure
of Czar Peter, whose attitude, with that of the
horse, is extremely spirited. The back ground |
to this noble performance, which is said 10 be
all needle-work, represents the confusion of a
battle, in which the Czar is supposed to be com-
manding; he is without his bat; his hair is black
an bushy, his eyesare black and piercing, and
the general spirit of his attitude and countenance
are in perféct accofdance with his supposed situ-
ation.  This superb ornament was a present
from the late Empress Catherine of Russia to
Lord Buckinghamshire. At the other end of
the room is a fine portrait of George I1. probably
by Kneller; on each side of the fire-place are
fine portraits of Lord and Lady Buckingham-
shire, by Guainsborough.

From this room you pass to the State Bed-
chamber, in which I particularly noticed a fine
portrait of Judge Hopart, in his robes. From
this roam I proceeded to the Library, and left it
without any impre sion nupon’my mind.

Having taken a general survey of the house,
I passed to the park, which is well entitled to
notice ; it is extensively wooded, and has a fine
piece of water, about a mile and a halfin leng'h,
and, in some parts, nearly a quarter of a mile in
breadth.  Since the estate has come into the
hands of the present Honourable possessor, I was
sorry to. see the plough infringing too much
upon the pleasurable demesue. This park is
very wnuch frequented by the townspeople of
Aylsham on a Sunday; ‘and 1 am informed
that, once or twice in the year, rustic games,
and feats, attended with prizes, are given to the
young folks in the neighbourhood. Notwith-
standing, the popularity of the country is not
much attracted towards this gentleman ;5 Mr.
Coke seems to be the focus in which it wholly
centets.

In the park of Blickling, in a spot admirably
retired, and suited to the purpose, stands the
mausoleum of the Harbord family. It contains
the remains of the late Lord Buckinghamshire
and his first wife. : '

I'shall take you no further upon this trip, but
tuarn to another part of the country.

Woolterton, the seat of the Right Hon, Lmd
Walpole, is a morning’s ride from Cromer ; the
house is of a modern style, and situated in an ex-
tensive park, It has nothing of that peculiarity
- which deserves a lengihened description, « At a

-bourhood,

short distance from the house is the ruins of a
church, of which the tower alone remains, It
is hmhly picturesque, and a beautiful feature in
the surrounding landscape. "

The house is furnished in a very modern sty'e;
the collection of pictures is not very num-rous or
valuable. The chicf ernament of the rooms is 1a-
pestry, of which I know not that I have ever seen
any of equal excellence. Upon the seat «fsome
chairs are exbibited the fubles of Zsop. The noble
Lord generally resides upon this spotall the year,
and maintains the hospitality of an old Euglish’
baron, without any thing of its reputed s iffness
and pride. A more amiable character is not
known in the whole county of Norfolk.

Havying thus, Sir, given you a sketch of Cro-
mer, and all the places, prospects, seats of no-
blemen, &c. &c. worthy of notice in the neigh-
I sh:ll revert to other subjects.

The class of company which genenally fre.’
quents Cromer, with a few (xceptwn s, 15 not of .
the highest order; a circamstance of some sur-
prise, when the cheapness of the place, the
tirement and beauty of the surrounding conn-
try, and its advantages for sea-bathing are con-
sidered.

It is here that the Norwich manufacturer,
who has made his fortune during the Jast war,
takes up his summer retreat, and exhibits all
the pride and petdlance of the counting-house,
with the insolence of new-gotien wealth., It is
here, Sir, that he endeavours to put down the
neighbouring squire in the splendour of his equi-
page, and the prodigality of his éstablishmient 3
and, as itis here that he comes more immediately
in contact with the landed proprietor, his efforts
are constantly directed, dyring the few weeks of
his emancipation, to revenge himself for the
servility he has been obliged to practise in his
shop, by airs of je lous sclffimportanes, and not
unfrequently of insult, to those around him —
I ' myself, Sir, have often seen an exhibition of
this sort, and have langhed heartily at it ; but T
do not mean to include, in this sample of the
visitants of Cromer the generality of the Nor-
wich manufacturers, some of whom T know to
be men of high honour, wealth, and understand-
ing, and who unite the liberality and manners of
gentlemen with the subStantial independence
and honesty of wealthy tradesmen.

The next class of company that generally re-
sorts to Cromer are the landed gentlemen of the
county and nelghboumm provinces. We some-
times have them up, Sir, from the fens- of Lin-
colnshire, and the wolds of Yorkshire. The ce-
lebrated and facetious Major T——m, with his

Ie-

companion M. P. A 3, conferred upon Cro-
mer the honour of their presence during some'
weeks of the last season. /
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Butas 1 was observing, the country gentlemen
ferm the next class, ‘Fhey mingle with none
but themselves; a man must have a sufficient at-
testation of his acres and his woods to obtain, if
1t were worth having, an introduction to them.
They repel all advances with a chill and jealous
reserve peculiar to themselves. Squire T. is ne-
wer seen but with Squire W. and their ladies
‘mingle togetherin the sume contracted and ex-
clusive circle. They here maintain a general
miimacy and course of visiting with the county
at large ; and as they stay somewhat late in the
season, - they compose balls and assemblies
amonyst themselves  at” the neighbouring
towns, particularly at Aylsham, which is distant
abouttenmiles from Cromer, I cannot better
explain to you the kind of society they afford,

- and their manner and deportment tewards
strangers, than by the relation of an anecdote
which was told me by a naval officer, who was
at Cromer some months since upon profgssional
duty of the greatest importance.

This gentleman, a man of very polished man-
ners and education, was invited by a friend to
attend an ‘assembly at. Aylsham. Anecdotes of
this kind, Sir, may be reputed trifling, but they
serve to illustrate anners and the state of pro-
vinciol society, which you profess to be one of
the objects of your work. He appeared at the
ball with his friend j they were both well known
characters, -and of high honour and rank in their
profession. The master of the ceremonies, or,
as'we may better term him, the president of the
Coterie, wasa man of birth and rank, and pos-
sessedt of the largest landed property in the neigh-
bourhood. Hetook no notice of them but by a
stiff repelling bow. The company was divided
into little whispering clusters, and the assembly
was wholly split into separate, and, as it were,
hostile swarms, who' treated as 2 spy, and re-
sented by an inveterate silence, any one who
broke in upon them. My frieird very happily

- observed of this assembly, * that there was just

as much society among them asin a congregation -

atacharch ; each seemed to come to mind his
own business, and shew that he was alive 5 and
then, bowing to the preacher, went out, with a
reciprocation of slight familiarities with such as
hustled him as he passed through the porch.”
¥ was pleased with his illustration, and he pro-
ceeded to: tell me further of his reception.

“ When, said he, Iattempted to break the ice,
and remew my personal acquaintance with sach
as [ had" chanced to meet elsewhere, 1 found
every one an altered” character. ‘The man
whom I met hunting or shooting T could con-
verse freely with,scarcely acknowledged me liere
but by, a stiff saluta 5 and if he happened to in-
terchange a few words with me, he wasinstantly

beset bya crowd of his dwn clan, and tasked
for what he haddone. Immediately the whis-
per ran round, “ Whois he ?"—¢ Where .does
he live?”’—* Do you know him - Not J—
saw him once or twice.”—¢ He has no estate in
this country.™—¢¢ No, nor anywhere else—
what brought him bere I ;

Such was my situation that I was shunned
as a pickpocket, and as solitary as though living
ina desart. At length the bell rung for tea in
an adjoining room; I answered the call, and
to my astonishment behild the president of the
Colerie sitting at a large table making tea for the
ladies ! There seemud a kind of preparation for
my coming in, and I almost expeacted an insult;
it turned out so—for this worthy gentleman,
with a sort of simpering sneer, immediately ad-
dressed ‘me (upon whom all eyes wore fixed)
with a “ Captain W— will you take a cup
of tea " £ No, I thank you, Sir, 1 replizd,
I prefer porter;” aind my friend and 1 imme-
diately desired the waiter to bring a pot. I need
not describe the confusion and rage whih this
excited ; they were awed, howew’r, quﬁiqcntly
not to menace another insult, and after having
enjoyed the embarraasment my friend and I
withdrew.” 2

1 think, Sir, ¥ need give you no furthar spe-
cimen of this society. W hatever may be their
merits amongst each other I am yet to'learn ;

‘I have only presumed to exhibit a sample to you

from the judgment of a stranger.

The frequenters of Cromer may yet be distri-
buted into another class; that anomalous and
non-descript kind which is found at every place
of public resort, and amongst which: your cor-'
respondent himself has the*honour to be-en-
rolled. Here, Siry we are all incog. and con-
spire pretty genenally to keep up the masquerade
amongst us. You kuow very well the old maxim,
¢ Omnt obscurum stat pro magnifico.” We are
not known to each other here, Sir, and too
often forgetourselves, We do not retire, as other
great men do, tosink into privacy and humble
life in the country. No, Mr. Editor, it is here
that we emerge to dignity ; and, instead of lay-'
ing aside our honours, for the first time in our
lives, perhaps, we assume them.

Monarchs are said frequently to leave their
capitals, and pass into distant provinces inthe
characters of private gentlemen, in order to study
theé affections of-their subjects, and to be rid, for
a time, of the embarrassments of pomp ; but
we, Sir, who frequent watering-places, ate of
another opinion : when we quit the capital it is
to grow great out of it; itis not to enjoy the
“ otium cum dignitate,” but- the ° dignilas cum
otio.”—=A rider, whose course of business car-
ries: him .through the Eastern countics, sends his

%
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wife and children before him to Cromer, and
takes them up again here in the character of a
merchant, hasa morning paper sent down te
him second-hand from a coffee-house, ani betrays
the utmost anxiety till he learns the price of
stocks. In the tniversal mixture of sotiety that
necessarily occurs in a watering place, nobody
knows' “ who is who !” The truly great are al-
ways, in such places, shorn of their beams. It
is those only that ape them who appear in bor-
rowed characters. - But such is the confusion,
as I wassaying, that it is impossible to keep up
distinctions, A swindler may make a bet with
my Lord Chancellor, and a black legs invite a
bishop to play a game of billiards with him.
Cromer, from the smallness of its society, and
the scantiness-of its accommodanons, is happily
esempt from these violent intermixtures; but I |
would have you to know, Sir, that we have btll”
some characters amongst us.

There is.a gentleman here, Mr, L. who gene-
rally passes three or four months at Cromer,
dyring which times he wiites a novel for the cir- -
culating libraries, consisting of five or six vo-
lumes, and they-tell me they are very pretty
reading. Here is another, likewise, who is a
poet and dramatic writer ; he has (for he told
me so himself) written eleven plays within these
three years, nine of which are now’in the hands

‘of the Drury-lane manager; he has not, how-

ever, yet received an answer, but expects one
every day, and has left word at his lodgings in
town, that every two-penny post letter should be
instantly forwarded to-him.

I could possibly give you some very amusing
sketches of character if I had time, or you room
to admit them ; but I am entrenching on your
limits, andshall therefore conclude,

Your obedient servant,
ViaTor.

PICTURE OF LISBON,; IN 1796.

Lisson, contains a great number of nunneries,
but it is not customary to place young ladies in
them ; they remain with their parents till they
marry. They have not, however, the more li-
berty on this account, for they never go abroad
alone, and are never out of thesight of their mo-
thers, There are even some who never go from
home not even to church on Sundays, butattend
mass in the oratory of their own houses.

This practice might be supposed to secure
young females from the dangers of seduction,
but a constitution, warm and always precarious,
constraint and indolence, develope in them the
genius of invention. Being always the friends
of the servant maids to whom the care of them
is confided, they find means to seduce them.
The mother takes a nap after dinner, and sleeps
again during the night, and advantage is taken of
both these intervals.

In general they cannot write, but they have a
language which is perfectly familiar to them.
They converse in broad day from their windows
with their loversin the street, without uttering
a word ; signs are sufficient, and these signs are
executed by means of their fingers, with such
astonishing quickness and dexterity, that they
are able to hold in this manner very long conver-
sations.

They never let slip an opportunity of having a
husband, old or young, handsome or ugly, ami-
ableor churlish 5 they sacrifice the secretlover to
the first comer that mentions marrrage, firmly
resolved to indemnify themselves whenever they
san.

No. VI, Pol. F,

The Portuguese women are well made, well
proportioned, of a good figure, fair, lively, re-
plete with graces ; they have fine eyes, good skin,
a kind look, a gentle manner,and an understand-
ing which would appear to great advantage were
it only cultivated. Being early exercised in the
art of dissembling, they become adepts in.it;
their countenance is never disconcerted ; dissimu-
lation is concealed beneath the mask of innocent
candour, never does an indiscreet blush betray
their thoughts or distaib their pleasures ; they
appear to have truth on theirlips, but it israrely
in their hearts, They are rcal Proteuses, assum-.
ing whatever form they please, that is, any that
suits their private interest. Nevertheless, they
are obliging, affectionate, generous; their hearts
areso goodthat they think themselves obhged to
make many happy.

A Portuguese lady never goes abroad on foot
unattended ; she is followed by female servants
covered with large cloaks of coarse woollen cloth,
who walk behind her like footmen ; those who
have none of their own hire them when they go -
out, ‘especially on particular festivals, to attend
them to mass. It is in general negro or mulatto *
women who follow this profession; the usual price
is about three pence for each time. It is ludi-
crous enough to see a woman walking g»rave]y
along the streets, followed by four servants, two -
and two, who observe hersteps, imitate her gaxt,
and ape her gravity.

The Portuguese women appear but very little:
in public except upon such occasions 3 they are
never seen in the pubkic walkg, and even at home

Uvu
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they frequently hide themselves if'a man hap-
pens to come in. To make amends they shew
themselves a good deal at their windows, where
they sperid three-fourths of the day in secing and
‘being seen. There they are fixed with their arms
crossed, bareheaded, let the weather be ever so
cold, 2nd in winter with a .cloak of coarse cloth
thrown over their shoulders. They never take
up a needie ora book, but divide theday between
the window and a chairy in which they remain
supinely seated, oppressed with the weight of
indolence and lassitude.

- Formerly they never made use of chairs, but
squatted on the floor, on rush mats, with their
legs ciossed or bent back under their thighs.
This custom is not entirely eradicated, it is still
retained by servants and women of' the lower
order. ;

The Portugusse are very fond of processions.
Thase solemnities are high days, in particular for
the women; they afford them 2n opportunity to
go abroad, toappear in public and exhibit them-
selves. This they never fail to embrace; they
are anxious to present themselves in all their
charms, and their toilette engages their whole
attention several days beforehand.  On the day
of the procession every carriage.is hired ; the
women, decked with all their finery, repair to
the places where it is to pass 5 they fill the win-
dows of the balconies, where they display their
persons three or four hours before the time. The
streets are crowded with men passing and. re-
Ppassing, going and coming ; they look, they ogle,
they salute, they make signs, which the women,
delighted to be taken notice of, answer with
eagerness. 3 :

These ceremonies give occasion to invitations |

on the part of the proprietors or tenants of the
houses before which the procession is to pass,
. and produce brilliant and .numerous assemblages.
When the procéssion has passed tea is served to
the whole company, after which they frequently
dance, and the ball ‘is sometimes continued till
. late atnight, even iw Lent. Women never goto
these assemblies unless they are ‘invited ; only
theﬁc{algas, that is, the wives of the grandees,
invite themselves; they go without ceremony,
and teke possession of windows and places which
were intended for others, ; A
_The pleasures of Lisbon are neither numerous
nor frequent. . The inhabitants seldom have so-
cial parties, and still more rarely mingle together
in the pullic walks, in which the Portuguese
women never appear, those of foreign nations
seldom, and which are but Jitle frequented by
the men. Nor are balls more frequent among
“them. ¢ :
The Carnival at Lisbon is extremely Jdull ;
that season, distinguished in other countries by

pleasures more or less diversified, more or less
prominent, is here the most monotonousin the
wholé year. The social parties are not then more
numerous or more gay than wsual; you hear
neither of entertainments nor of assemblies, nei.
ther of music nor of balls; the only pleasure in
which they indulge consists in sprinkling .the
passengers, or being sprinkled by those who are
at the windows.,

In the last week of the Carnval the women
of all ranks, especiully the ladies, stand at their
windows, and throw on the passengers pulve-
rized fale, which adheres %o their faces and their
clothes. ‘They provide themselves with bladders
of gum-elastic, squists, bottles,. pots, pitchers,
and saucepans 3 they ‘throw water, frequently in
torrents, on those who are passing in the streets,
The passenger is fortunate when he is only in-
undated ; he often receives on his head not only
the water but the vesselsthat contain it,

The Portuguese, accustomed to this kind of
gallantry, are satisfied with going out on those
days in old clothes or great.coats, and screening
themselves under large umbrellas. . Strangers,
less forbearing, sometimes return the compli-
ment with a volley of stones; and not a year
passes without broken windows, disputes, and
violent scuffies.

Rondas, or patroles, parade the streets, but
not for the purpose-of hindering this sport; on
the contrary they are commissioned to protect
these modern-Nniads, and to preventany insult
from being offered them. They are even not
spared themselyes, and they seldom take a turn
without being sprinkled, ; »

If the inhabitants of. Lisbon have. no dancing
during the Carnival, they make amends for it in
Lent. That season, set apart by the chureh for
abstinence and privations, is chosen by the Portu.
guese, a people desirous of appearing the most
religious in° Europe, for dancing. The proces-
sions which_ then take place every weck, are

| the occasion of* frequent balls. The Portuguese’

would not touch meat on any account, but he
dances ; he is fearful of being deficient in the
outward ceremonies of religion, and he-indulges
ina tumultuous amusement in a season deyoted

to serious contemplation,

The Portuguese might be supposed to wish (o
distinguish themselves from other nations by their
customs,  One instance of. this has just been
mentioned, here follows another i—In winter
the cold is sometimes so intense as to produce
frost. It usually rains for three or four months,
sometimes for a fortnight or *hree weeks toge-
ther.” The streets are then filled with wafer and
mud; ti:e humidity penetrates into the house,
where it concentrates, and every thing is. quite
damp. The inhabitants of Lisbon, however,
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have no fires; ‘you would not find ‘thirty fire-
places in the whole city. Both men and women
remain in their apartments wrapped up in large
woollen cloaks ; nothing is to be seen but cloaks
in the strects, at the theatre, and in the churches.

The following are the differences that may be
observed with respect to dress: the women of
the lower classes, and the wives of artizans, wear
on their heads a' white handkerchief, which falls
down in a point behind, and is tied before under
the chin. They never go out without their
cloaks of coarse cloth which reach down to their
heels.

Thost of a superior condition, and even some

of the wives of artizans substitute instead of the
cloak a large and ample mantle of black taffeta,
which covers the whqle body and reaches to the
middle of the leg. They either go with the head
uncovered, or wear a hat ornamented with a black
feather. ; g

Ladies of still higher rank, the wives, sisters,
or daughters of merchants, lawyers, physicians,
and of the nobility, dress as they please; they
follow the French fashion.

With regard to shoes, the women of every class
are very particular; they are of silk, more or less
covered with spanglesand embroidery in gold and
silver, : {

°

MANNERS OF

THE INDIANS.
[Continued from Page 267.]

ON the wedding-day, the young couple-sit in
the pendal by the side of one another. Several
vessels full of water and ranged in a circle are set
before them. The Bramins, by their prayers,
cause the great God and the great Goddess, Chi-
ven and Pervadi, or Wisnou and Katchimi, to
descend ‘into the two Jargest vessels. The in-
ferior deities, such. as the Derverqueels are be-
sought to descend into the smaller vesse,ls. Light-
ed lamps represent Aguini, as the vessels repre-
sent the other deities. A fire is kindled with
consecrated wood ; the Bramins throw butter into
it, repeating prayers in the Sanscrit language.
The father then puts into his daughter’s hand,
some betel bananas, a gold bagoda,'imd then places
it upon that of his son-in-law. The mother
afterwards pours a little water on the hands of the
young couple ; the fathet, in the presence of Chi-
ven, of Pervadi, and ofall the Derverqueels sup-
posed to have descend into the vessels, and call-
ing the God Aguini to witness, gives his daugh-
ter to him whom he has chosen for his son-in-
law, A Bramin then takes the taly, a kind of
conjugal ornament and presents it to the Gods,
the Bramins, the relationsand all the guests. In
presenting it to each of the company, the Bra-
min repeats these words, in the form ofa wish
addressed to the bride and bridegroom, ¢¢ they shall
have corn, money, cows,and a numerous pro-
geny.” | :

The husband takes the taly, ties it round his
wife’s neck, which concludes the marriage.” The
new ‘married man then swears by the God of
Fire, that he will love his wife; who, on her
part, prom'ises to be faithful to the nuptial duties,
and  to imitate Arindaly, whose prudence is re-
vered by the Indians, especially the Talmousyand

whose virtues are held forth as an example to
wives. When the bride attains the age of pu-
berty, a ‘repetition of the marriage ceremonies
takes place. These ceremonies are frequently |
the ruin of families. When a rich and power-
ful Indian celebratesa wedding, the Bramins flock
thither, often from twenty leagues round. Son-
nerat says, that sometimes five or six hundred
assemble, who are entertained, for several days.
All this pomp is merely to gratify vanity,
The- Indian finds not therein that happy tran-
quillity” which is the object of his wishes, and
therefore joyfully returns to the solitude of his
habitation. AIll his pleasures centre in his fa-
mily. - Indolence is his highest good, he seeks
neither to distract nor to confuse himself with
important or trifling affairs. He experiences no
wants either of mind or body. You may seea
young Indian, lying for whole days, in a cool
part of his house, surrounded by his family, and
doing nothing but smoking his oricka or chewing .
betel.  This uniformity of life, is sometimes in-~
terrupted by a visit. from one or two'neighbours,
who, like the imaster of the house, apply to the
betel-box. 1t rﬁay be supposed that mirth never.
presides at these parties. The conversation is
neither animated nor instructive. ¢ Words,”
says an eastern proverb, ¢‘are like medicines ;
which if used in' moderation'do good, but if mul-
tiplied are prejudicial.” The wife, on her part,

‘enjoys 1o greater pleasure than to have with her

a goldsmith to make her trinkets;” which in a
country where a workman requires so little appa-
ratus, is a taste very easily gratified. Whilst he
is blowing his small bellows, casting, hammering,
and soldering the gold or silver given him for that

purpose, the lady never leaves him a moment ;
Vv : '
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if he has a job of sume importance he is often
surrounded by all the inhabitants in the neigh-
bourhood; the hour of dinner alone can induce
them to_quit this attracting spectacle.

_ Their meals afford nothing to excite the appe-
tite or gratify the palate of an European. Their
principal food is rice steeped and beiled in water;
sometimes to make up for the insipidity of that
aiticle the Indian family adds a few dishes highly
seasoned with spices. Rice-water, into which
they put great quantities of long pepper and salt
is their ordinary beverage. After the repast they
drink a kind of sherbet. Wine and strong li-
quors are banished from Indian entertainments.
The service of the table consists of a mat spread
upon the ground ; large banana leaves serve them
for napkins, and as we have mentioned above they
have nothing but their hands to eat with. Faving
no other view then toappease hunger, they never
press one another to eat,and their simple repasts
never degenerate into debauchery. The hour
that follows their frugal dinner is entirely devoted
to digestion ; it is spent in listless inactivity, and
an Indian would not break in upon this state of
repose to preserve his house from the ravages of
a conflagration.

The furnitue of the house agrees exactly with
the service of the table, and even amongst great
families, there is nothing to be seen but a few
carpets and cushions, some copper or silver vessels
to hold water to drink, a sinall box for the wife’s
trinkets, another foF the apparatus of the toilette,
a large chest to hold the clothes of the whole fa-
mily, and an oricka, or great pipe for the master
of thehouse. The house is correspondent to the
furniture. Itis very low and has no other em-
bellishment than the whiteness of its walls. The
family commonly assembles in a kind of gallery

‘two orthree feet from the ground, running ronnd

the inside of the house, which is built in form of
a square, and surrounds a court-yard ; the apart-
ments are very small, lighted only by diminutive
windows, looking into the court, and which are
sometimes fastened up through jealousy, as they
are strangers to glass. The luxury of Indian
houses, a luxury commanded by the Gods, is
their excessive cleanliness ; an Indian always goes
out of doors to spit, and- pulls off his slippers be-
fore he enters the house. g

The family never goes abroad except early in
the morning, or in the evening, when the heat
of the day is over, either to bathe, to pay visits,

- or to spend a few hours in a neighbour’s garden ;

but upon ail these occasions you always see them

‘passive, without any other enjoyment than that:

of a perfect and invariable tranquillity. i

M. Henrichs, from whom we have taken great
part of* these particulars, became acquainted, at
Madras, with a farmer-general of tobacce, one

of the wealthiest Indians in that place.
sequence of his commercial connections with the
first English bankers, he had opportunities of
beholding their luxury, and attempted to imitate
them, yet without changing his habits or mode
of life in any respect. Amongst other objects of
luxury, he erected, in a beautiful garden he had
in the neighbourhood of the town, a pavilion in
the Italian style; this pavilion was finished in
the European manner. To display his wealth,
and at the same time to cclipse the Europeans,
he was not contented with mahogany furniture;
his chairs, stools, tables, and bureaus, were of
ivory inlaid with ebony and gold; the floors were
covered with the richest Japan carpets; the most
valuable paintings and busts, placed around the
saloon, struck the beholder with admiration j the
tables were loaded with time-pieces and other
productions of art, from England or China; great
numbers of looking-glasses were suspended from
the -cieling; in short, the whole was such a
medley that, although disposed- with a kind of
symmetry, you would rather suppose it a furni-
ture warehouse than a drawing-room. The bed-
chamber contained a bed corresponding with the
furniture of the saloon, and perhaps the most
costly that ever was seen; whatever could be
wished for was to be found there ; an adjoining
apartment was richly furnished in the Turkish
style, with red velvet cushions, embroidered with
gold, and covered with muslin cases. Perhaps
the possessor of this beautiful place may be sup-
posed to have enjoved this pomp; in the midst
of his riches he was like a Ryot, brought by
chance into a palace; he was the guardian, not
the proprietor, of the house ; he sometimes vi-
sited the magnificent apartments, but he spent
most of his time with +his friends, seated upon
mats, in the gallery of his pavilion, the doors of
which stood open to give strangers an opportu-
nity of admiring ‘the luxury of the furniture,
which appeared as if exposed for sale, and was
enjoyed by ncbody. It has been observed that
the Indian is always merely a spectator, and an
indifferent spectator. . '

It will always appear incomprehensible, tha
amidst the eternal inactivity of these people, an
Indian is a stranger to ennui, that bane of Euro-
pean societies, but he seems formed purposely
for indolence. None of the objects that please
Europeans has charms for him: he appears to
exist less by means of his senses than of his soul.
An Indian would infallibly fall asleep at our most
interesting operas; and the happjness of chewing
betel would make him think all our entertain-
ments insipid. ;i

In ouf noisy circles, we go in quest of that
pleasure, happiness, or comfort, that we cannet
find within ourselves: fortunately for the Indian

In con-"
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he is so formed as to find all these in his own
heart. We let our happiness give us the slip,
as it were, amidst tumult and confusion ; on the
contrary, an Indian seems to study, to examine,
to get acquainted with himself. It would be
difficult to say which is the most melancholy of
the two, he who finds his joy within himself, -or
he who is incessantly obliged to quit himself in
erder to find it.

The restless sentiment of curiosity would but
ill agree with the indolence of the Indian 5 thus
he is far from inquisitive. The most he does is
to listen to stories related by faquiers, or the
news of the town by his servants. You may see
men whose sole recreation consists in carrying
about a bird for a day together, and feeding it
with the hand; and others amusing themselves
with a cup and ball, or any other diversion.
Labour being ‘the portion allotted to the poor,
the rich enjoy the idea that they are/happy in
the eyes of the rest of mankind.

“A library is very rarely to be met with in an
Indian’s house. The library of the Indian rajahs,
says Cardonne, consistsof a vast number of vo-
lumes ; it would require a hundred camels to
remove it. A rajah, a friend to learning, re-
quested a scientific man to select the substance
of every book, and to compile a more portable

library : he accordingly made extracts, forming
not more than ten camels’ load. Another king
thinking it still too voluminous, commissioned
a Bramin to make further abndgmems and he
reduced the whole library to four maxims :

1. Justice ought to be the. soul of a King’s
actions, it produces tranquillity in his dominions,
and exciteslove in the hearts of his subjects.
Injustice, on the contrary, is the source of all
trouble, and alienates men’s minds from him.

2. A state cannot subsist if the moralsof those
who compose it are depraved. Vain wQuld be
the attempt to enforce the authority of the law.
A rajah ought therefore to prevent corruption
from insinuating itself amongst his subjects. A
virtuous nation is always a faithful one.

3. The only means of preserving health, that
most precious blessmg, is to eat when the appetite
requires, and to give over before it is completely
satisfied. :

4. The virtue of a wife consists in having a
retreat to secure her ‘from the temptation of! op-
portunity ; invisible toall but her husband,’ she
ought to be so scrupulous as even to refrain from
Iouking at a man were he even more beautiful
than an angel.

[ To%e continued.] -

POETRY,

ORIGINAL AND SELECT. e

. THE MAN OF WORTH.

LET others skill’d in epic song
‘Each val’rous deed rehearse, :

Or soar’d midst battles ruthless throng
Chaunt high the blood-staind verse:

To gentler strains, from nature’s lyre,
The votive muse gives birth;

Urg'd by a chaster, holier fire,
And sings The Man of Worth,

No trumpet sounds his hallow’d name,
No pomp surrounds his gates—

No senseless fashion hands to fame
His chalked-foors, or fetes!

No principles debasing man,
No luxury taints his mirth—

Nor mad ambition warps the plan, -
Fram’d by The Manof Worth.

No labourer waiting at his door
Demands in vain his hire—

No livery’d locusts rob the poor,
Of what their wants require,

No courtier he, of pliant knee,
Cringing to power, or birth—

Nor despot proud, nor rebel free,
Points out The Man of Worth.

No care-worn wretch by sorrow-led,
Claims his support in vain ;

Nor meagre want by promise fed,
Is banish’d with disdain.

No friend borne down by adverse fate,
Of kindness findsa dearth— -

Nor jealous pride, nor envious hate,
Duwells with The Man of Worth.

No female, trusting to hisvows,
Her easy faith deplores;
His love through honour’s channel flows,
On virtue's pinion soars.
As lover, relative, and friend,
Dear ties! which bind to earth !
Trust me, ye fair! they ne’er can blend
" But in The Man of Worth.
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- When fops shall flatter to chelve,
~ And passion urge its flame—
- When specious love the sigh shall heave,
And fond attention claim—
Ah! heed not thou the varied lure,
Offspring of sordid birth!
Nor deem thy tenderness secure,

Save, with The Man of Worth.

If blest with wealth, or rank, or pow’r,
His liberal hand bestows
Aid in necessity’s cold hour,
And heals her varied woes ;
Or if mysterious fate denies
The meed of wealth, or birth, .
A richer boon the heart supplies,
To bless The Man of Worth.

Pity’s warm tear '—compassion’s sigh!
Affection’s softest charm ! )
Love-searching looks, which quick descry,
_ And the mute wish disarm !
Sweet’ners of life! soothers of care!
Gems of celestial birth!
Happy the female doom™d to share
These with The Man of Worth.

Then if my wayward fate bestows,
The recompensing hour
And grants the liberty that lows
~ From bliss within our pow’r;
"Pity to heaven shall waft my pray’r,
And plead, that while on earth,
- This weary heart may rest from care,
Safe with The Man qf_'hW' orth.

#And when life’s embers faintly glow,
‘When death prepares his sting-—

‘When the tir’d arteries ceéase to flow,
Nor friends can succour bring ;

‘When on the bosom faint 1 lie =
Of him belov’d on earth,

The fault’ring pray’r, and ling’ring sigh,
Shall bless The Man of Worth.

o
b

SONG,
WRITTEN BY a SON OF THE POET BURNS,
At the Age of Fifleen Years.

‘I‘IAL ve seen in a fresh dewy morning,
The wild warbling red-breast sae clear ?
Or the low-dwelling, snow breasted gowan,
~ Surcharged wi’ mild ev 'ning’s soft tear?
Oh! then ye have seen my sweet lassie,

The lassie I loe best of a’;
But oh! from the hame of my lassie
I’'m many a long mile awa’,

Her hair is the wing of the blackbird,, %
Her eye is the eye of the dove,

Her lips are the mild-b'lushing rose-bud,
Her bosom’s the palace of love;
Alas! when I sit down to study;
I now can donothing at a’; :
My book I indeed keep my eyes on-—
My thoughts are wi’ her that’s awa.

Oh love! thourt a dear fleeting pleasure,
The sweetest we mortals here know ;

Ah! soon is thy heav'n, brightly gleaming,
O’ercast wi’ the dark clouds of woe;

Thus the moon, on the oft-changing ocean,
Delights the wan sailor’s glad eye,

When red rush the storms of the ocean,
And the wild waves, dark, tumble on high.

LOVE.
Ir misers find a joy in wealth,
Be theirs the golden-griefs to prove,
Be mine the pleasures known to heaith,
When heighten’d by the bliss of love.

Should angry war’s destructive roar,
Spread desolation thro’ the grove ;

Retarning peace will please'us more,
If shard with those we truly love.

If pain o’erwhelms the wounded mind,
If round us untold mis’ries move;

Still will the breast a comfort find,
‘When love is sooth’d by those we'love,

These blessings, Love, belong to thee,
Thy hopes and fears tis joy to prove ;
If thine is bondage, who'd be free ?

To me then, thou art welcome, Love..
July 1, 1806. J.M. L,

A SONG.
THE LOVER TO HIS MISTRESSES.

TeLL Phillis, when she says I boast
Whatshe would fain not know,

*Tis lest her bounty should be lost
My gratitude I shew.

Tell Daphne, when she doubts my love,
And fears her rover lost,

To her alone LIl constant prove
Wlio trusts to me the most.

Tell Chloe, when she says I turn
To riyals bright as she,

That not for Chloe should I burn,
But for variety.

Tell her—(but whom I know not yet)—
Who shall these vows engage,

*Tis yrudent to provide the net,
But wiser still the cage.

LOTHARIO,
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TO MARY,
-ON RETURNING TO THE COUNTRY.

SincEe thou art come, delightful maid,
Of-ev’ry beauteous thing the queen,
To tripit o’er the verdant glade,
Or muse amid tlie woods unseene—

Kind nature spreads her blessings round,
And greets with smiles her favirite child

With violets thé firlds abound,” .
And even roses blossom wild !

Theg red-breast, thy peculiar care,
With singing strains his little throat ;

The tow’ring lark, high pois’d in air,
Swells to thy charms his ev’ry note.

* The shepherd, as he sees thee pass,
Amazd beholds thy matchless pow’rs ;
" And deeply sighs for such a lass*
To cheer him in the wint’ry hours.

‘When across the dreary pliin

The howling tempest wings its flight,
Or when the strong incessant rain

Pours throughout the deluged night ;-

Then Fancy paints Liow gereat the joy,
How full of rapture and of bliss,
In such sad hours as those to toy,
To give and take-the melting kiss.

To seek upon her downy breast
Oblivion of his daily care, T

And, lull’d by tenderness to rest, -
Ejaculate a lover’s pray’r. ”

THE RED-CROSS KNIGHT,

SONG TO SCPHIA.

‘WEEN to conquer this heart you essay’d
By your charms, irresistible Sophy,
At the very first'sally you made,
You bore off my heart asa trophy.

As you shower'd love’s darts from your eyes,

I felt an emotion so tender,
That I panted to yield as your prize,
And a sigh soon confess’d my surrender.

From thee, soft enslaver to part,
Death sure is a trial severer,

For the chains that have fetter’d my heart
Are blessings than liberty dearer. «

Forbear the fond slave to remove,
But send me your heart as a token,
- And the treaty, when witness’d by love,
By no jealous foe shall be broken.

Thenlet each rude bick’ring cease,
Which our bosoms united would sever,
Let a-smile be the prelude of peace,
Anda klss seal the compact for ever.
CASIMIR.

_ AT themild close of dewy eve,

T OR Y o

While the last sun-beam lingers ﬁear,
The wild arid noisy throng I leave, :
To think of sCenesto Memory dear.

When on the clear blue arch of heaven
O’er the high trees thestars appear ;
I love those hours to sorrow given,
To think of scenes to Memory dear.
Oft to the dove’s sad tales I list,
Drop to her fabled woes a tear,
And, careless of the night-dew’s mist,
I think of scenes to Memory  dear.

b

Then as the full moon sails on high,

And brings to view the prospect drear, -
Oft echo will repeat the sigh

That heaves for friends to Memory dear.

And when the close of life draws nigh,
* Thethoughts of them my heartsliall cheer;
Antl my last mult’nng accents sigh,

Peace to the friends to Memory dear.

7

When o’er my form the green turfs swell,
1f e’er my friends should wander near,
‘Will they in moving accents tell;
How died the frieud to Memory dear,

THE EXILE.

Y hills of my country, soft fading in blue;
Theseats of my childhood, for ever adieu !

Yet not fora brighter your skies I resign, v
When 'my wandering footsteps revisit the Rhme:
But sacred to meis the roar of the wave

That mingles its tide with the blood of the brave §

~Where the blasts of the trumpets for batlles

combine,

And the heart was laid low that gave rapture to

mine.

Ye scenes of remembrance that sorrow beguil’d,
Your uplands Ileave for the desolate wild 5

For natureis nought to the eye of despuir

But the image of hopes that hdve vanish’d in air:
Again, ye fair blossoms of flower and of tree,

Ye shali bloom to the morn, tho’ ye bloom n%‘

. for me;

Again your lone wood-pams that wind by the

stream,

Be the haunt of the loyer—to hope—;\nd to

" dream.

But never to me shall the summer renew

The bowers where the days of my happiness flew 3
Where my soul found her partner, and hop’d to

bestow

The colours of heaven on the dv&ullings’o.f woe !

Too faithful records of times that are past,
Tte Eden oi love that was ever to ast !

Once more may soft accents your wild echoes fill,
And theyoung andthe happy be worshippers still.
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To me ye'arelost ! but your summits of green

Shall charm thro’ the distance of many-a scene,

In woe, and in wandering, and deserts, return,

Like the soul of the dead to the perishing urn !

Ye hills of my coun!ry, farewell evermore !

As I cleave the dark waves of yourrock-rugged
shore, 2

And ask of the hoveﬁng galeif it come

From the oak-tow’ring woods on the mountains
of home. B.

THE QUEEN OF THE WAVES.

RECLIN'D on a rock of her sea-beaten isle,
PBritanniasurvey’d the profound ;

- Saw Freedom and Virtue and lndustry smile,
And in transport she gaz’d ail around—
‘While the murmurs,  arising from Ocean’s dark

: caves,
Hoarse sounded ¢ Britannia reigns Queen of the
) ‘Waves.”
To hear once again the brave acts of hersons,
Exulting she flies ¢’er the ball : .
- No shores, whether friendly or hostile, she
shuns
Their fame had extended toall :
And oft in her flight, as in Ocean she laves,
The Tritons still hail her as ¢ Queen of the

.
‘Waves.”

The Sea Nymphs arose with their reed-
¥ braided hair,

Green Neptune deserted his cell,

Heavy whales in loose gambols around her
appear,

And Amphitrite sounded her shell
Emerging, they sing from their crystallme caves,
Britannia reign ever the ¢ Queen of the Waves.”

But Chief, ’midst her heroes, wherever she goes,

She hears her Horatio’s pl\"oud name;

Fame’s numberless voices in concert arose,
Nor sufficed his great deeds to proclaim—
They sounded, ¢ with Heroes so dauntless and
brave,
¢ Britannia reign ever the Queen of the Wave.”
Her course, overjoyed at his praises, she steers,
To see her brave Son o’er the main
When off Cape Trafalgar, exulting she hears

That her Hero’s victorious again !

Then tell the proud Despot to rule o’er his slaves,

Nor dare to contend with the ¢ Queen of the
« Waves.”

With grief soon she learnt that her Hero h\d
died, :

The tears gush’d in floods from her eyes ;

H s deeds were too bright fora mortal, she cried,

His reward mustbe sought in the skies;

The warriors that fell still exclaim from their
graves,,
¢¢ Britannia,reign ever the Queen of the Waves.”

RETROSPECT
FORvTHE MONTH OF JURERY

OF POLITICS
1806,

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC.

THE state of the nation and foreign-affairs has
not undergone much change since’our last. If
a few weeks past there was some doubt with re-
gard to the disposal of Holland, and the Mouths
of the Cataro, these pointshave now been settled
in the manner which might have been expected.
Holland is become a kingdom under the sove-

- reignty of one of the branches of the House of

Napoleon ; and the Mouths of the Cataro have

been surrendered to the Austrians, as a_prelimi-

.nary to their final surrender to the French, No-

thing can better shew the imbecility both of the
Austrians and Russians, as well as on the other
side the arrogance of the French Chief. It must
be remembered that the Mouths of the Cataro
belong to neither of these three Powers who
have been in this long contention for them

: Cate ro is in the dominions of the Grand Seignior,

the habitation of the Montenegrians, a kind of
half-civilized barbarians, on the easternside of
Europe. Thus we see two Powers seizing what
does not belong to them, and a third demanding
it as his own, in a tone of arbitrary authority.
The new kingdom of Holland will not have
less effect on-the further consolidation of the
French power, Holland, even whilsta pmvmce
of France, retained a slight degree of their for--
mer independence; her union with the French
empire was less strict, and it required much
management and dexterity, to bring her force
to bear on any common point with France ; re-
luctance and counteraction suttracted much
from the strength of this addition (o thr French
force. Holland, restored nominally tc her in-

.dependence, and having a kmg of her own, will

be enabled to bring a greater force intd the ﬁeld 3
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she will exert herself at the call of a king and
senate of her own, when she wquld 'not do so
at the summons of a foreign power. The army
thus raised will not be less than hitherto at the
disposal of Fr\x]ce

The situation of dur domestic affairs is much
varied from what it was in the preceding month.
The Parliament and Ministry-have been more
than usually active, and a greater number of bills
have been passed than have perhaps ever occurred
in the same period of time. The Training Bill
has given the la¥t, finis to the military system of
Mr. Windham, It is well known that the in-
tention of this bill is to co mprehend under mili-
tary discipline every class of society 5 the whole
nation is to be balloted, and 200,000 names to be
transferred to the recruitng Serjeant. - In a

word, this act begins in confu:.-n, and, we fear, |

must terminate in disappointment. The Pro-
perty Act has at length passed, but .nuch modi-
fied from its original severity ; itisstil. however,
an iron rod, and bears with oppressive igour on
the shoulders of the multitude ; we say m. \titude,
because, in fact, it is chiely on the mui itude
that it attaches. Indeed there is scarcely any
order of society, however lpw, that is exen pted
from this infliction. It is certainly the most
productive of all the war taxes, and we should
not be surprised, in_the course of another year,
to see it augmented to 20 or 25 per c-.... The
act for the suspension of the navigation laws,
and encouragement of American intercourse,
have much altered our commercial system. Our
West India ports are hereafter to be opened to
American ships; but how far this may affect the
shipping interest of Great Britain, is a question
which this is not the proper place to determine.

A further progress has been made towards the
abolition of the African Slave Trade. A reso-
lution has passed both Houses, that this trade
is contrary to every principle of humanity, and
expressing the firm purpose of the two Houses
to concur in the benevolent efforts of his Majesty
to accomplish the abolition of se unnatural and
so inhuman a traffic. It is asserted by the advo-

cates of this traffic, that this step will accelerate |

the ruin of these islands 3 this we believe, but it
may be said on the other hand, that the present
stock, by more humane treatment, may be kept
up. If it can be kept up, where is. the injury
‘the abolition will produce ? 1f it cannot be kept
up, it must be owing to the insalubrity and the
nature of the work that is expected from them.
If the insalubrity of the climate, and the nature
of the "abour - xpected from them, be thus mor-
tal check'ag dl future generation, and i intercept-
ing ther lives in the middle of their days, how
great,must that injustice be which tears them
. from their native home, and exposes them to
No. VI, Vol. L.

such a fate, So that the sum of the aroument.
is reduced to this,—either that the abolition will
be productive of no harm to the West India
planter:, or ifit does them injury, this injury
only consists in their being deprived of what they
unjustly hold.

There now remains but one subject more,—
the progress of the war towards the conclusion
of peace. During the whole of the present
month this question has been much agitated,
and the reports of its accomplishment have been
kept alive by the daily arrival and return of mes-
sengers from both sides. Itis impossible yet to
say how this negociation will conclude, but if a
conjecture may be hazarded, the demands of the
French Government are such as will be repug-
nant to the honour of this country to comply
with. It will surely never be expected of us to
surrender Malta, the immediate object of the
contest. We are not a conquered Power, we
are scarcely to be considered even as a baffled
one. One of the objects of the war, and that
not the least important, the possession of Malta,
has been obtained. We hope that no English
minister will ever be found to surrender this ;
and we are persuaded that France will not, in
the present moment, make peace without it,
The security of the Mediterranean is necgssarily
connected with the possession of Malta, Malta
is to Turkey and Egypt what Gibraltar is to the
Levant trade,

The Cape of Good Hope is of equal import-
ance to this country in the present situation of
affairs. The ambition of the French is not con-
fined to Europe; it is well known that our In-
dian possessions have long been the object of
their eager envy. The Cape of Good Hope, in
possession of the French or Dutch, their sure
ally, might give a dangerous facility to any attack
upon this quarter. It is well known that duaring
the life of Tippoo Saib, the intrigues of the
French, from the Isle of France, excited great
troubles in India, and led to the ruin of the
kingdom of Mysore. Of all men the native
princes of India are most exposed to seduction
from the intrigues of the French. The system
of administration in India, as far as it regards
their federal politics, is, to say the least of it,
very oppressive; it cannot, therefore, be ex-
pected that it can be paticntly submitted 1o by
princes who have been accustomed to consider
themselves as the independent masters of the
soil.  One or other of the Mahratta chiefs are
always at hand te give trouble to the Company,
and the vicinity of a foreign auxiliary might
convert these troubles into real dangers, We
hope these considerations will be weighed be-
fote the Cape is surrendered to the demands of
the French or Dutch,

X =
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PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS FOR FULY.

HAYMARKET.

THE only novelty of this Theatre, which we
have occasion to notice, is the Three-act Comedy
from the fertile pen of Mr. T.Dibdin. On Wed-
nesday, the 9th of June, this entertaining piece
was presented to the public, under the title of
The Finger-Post; or, Five Miles Off. The most
prominent of the characters are,

i vetaer M CHAPMAN,

Squire Flail ..

Sordid..... Mr, GrOVE.
Kalendar .. Mr. FAWCETT.
Andrew....... Mr. NosLE.

B Aandie s et R .. Mr. Reax

Mr. De CAMp.
Mr. MATTHEWS.
Mr. DENMAN,

Tuckless ...
Spriggins oo ees
O Guislet ... ..

PR

Flourish oo es Sheese vseMr: Liszon.
FHicf s oy siduinins salyerss - MTe LUATTONG

- Prudence Flail, . ... +eo+s Mrs. PoWELL.
Mary Flail ...... . Mrs, MATTHEWS.

cr v ey

Laura Luckless. . Miss TYRER.

Jemny o..oo....o.ooii. Mrs. Gisss.

M. Frankland, a country gentleman, misled
by Old Sordid, his steward, disinherits his son,
and leaves his estate deeply mortgaged, and en-
tirely in the power of the man who had deceived
him. Young Frankland, whose irregularities had
been privately abetted by his betrayer, thus finds
himself left at the mercy of the world 5 anrd the
intelligence is farther embittered by a letter from
Squire Flail, father of the Female he had been
promised, disclaiming an alliance with the na-
tural son of the false Steward, who, to conceal
the connection which gave him birth, had
brought his child up in ignorance of his parents
Edward Frankland sets out for Harvest Hall, the
seat of Squire Flail, in hopes to soften his deter-
mination.  Luckless (Sordid’s Son) is also led
thitherward, by an advertisement from his fa-
ther, who journeys towards the same place to
forward the treaty of marriage in favour of his
sen.
{from a ruffian, but so far from prevailincg on her
father to relent, Flail only ironically promised
that, if Fdward, within twelve hours, can pro-
duce a freehold tenement, an acre of land, and
one article of live stock, within six miles of
Harvest Hall, he shall have the hand of his
daughter.

M. Kalendar, a Mathematical, Philosophical
oddity, and a very warm friend to Edward, dis-
covers a half obsolete forest law, which enables

1iim to assist the young man in fulfilling, ona |

Iidward, on his road, rescues Mary Flail

| small scale, the above hwrd corditions in the
’ given time, and without purcha

Sordid and Son, being severally misled on their
journey, by a wrong-painted finger-post, five
miles from the Hall, are suffic’ently delayed to
give time for the accomplishment of Fdward’s
plan. Sordid, fearful of being rovbed, hides his
money and some valual.. naLers on the very
spot over which Edwe d’s temporary mansion is
afterwards erected, ar part of the stipulation re-
quired by Sguire I il, and the title deeds of
| Edward’s paternal | roperty being found under
his newly-raised ro' f among the other papers
concealed by Cordid,-whose son proves to be
already mar (ed, an accommodation is effected
between all parties. .

The pi- ce takes its title from an incident which
occurs t¢. Old Sordid, through the stupidity of an
Irish o .rpenter, and of a sign-painter, who i5 one
of the people called Quakers. These men put
up i1 the forest a finger-post, the top of which is
mov :able, and goes rcund like a turnstile with the
wind © Sordid comes up to the place where it is
erect 'd, and follows the guidance of one of its
finger. which is lettered ““ To Harvest-hall,” but
which um.ckily happens to be at that time ina
wrong direct.~n. Itis during the journey which
this mistake occasions, that the incidents occur
of which we have given an account.

" The dialogue of this piece abounds with the
quibbles and puns that of late have been so pre-
valent on the stage.- Some of the equivoques are
much better than the common class of such
things; and perhaps it is not saying too much to
pronounce that this is themost entertaining play,
if not the most classical comedy, which has made
its appearance for several years. Every assistance
has been afforded it by the performers, who were
indeed in almost every instance excellent. Faw-
cett’s Kalendar was truly original. John Sprig-
gins, in the underplot, which is constituted by
his attachment to Jenny, was admirably repre-
sented by Matthews. The Irish carpenter was a
bad imitation of that long-established favourite
Johnstone. The Quaker, and particularly in the
song, was after the best manuer of that chaste
performer, Listons and we cannot help notic-
ing, with the highest praise, the acting of Mr.
Hatton in the Thief. Indeed, if we were not
afraid of hazarding such an opinion, on such a
character, we should call it, not a tira,
ture itself.

The piece was extremely well rezeived, and
has continued to attract overflowing aud’ "nces
ever since its production,

.
Lt Na-
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FASHIONS
For AUGUST; 1806,

\

.

LONDON FASHIONS -FOR {A\‘UST.

A
No. 1.—A MorNiNG WALKING DRr.'ss.

THE frst figure represents a morning Wa.ing
Dress, with astraw hat, ornamented found he
crown with wreaths of flowers, and the :iun
trimmed with plaited lace ; blue silk handker-
chief tied under the chin. = Short white mullin
gown, trimmed round the neck, with a fri) of
lace; short full sleeves; the waist confine. with
a blue ribband, tied in front 2 glove=’aru1 shoes
of the same. . 4

No. 2.—A ParistaNn Warkine DrEss.

The second figure represents a Parisian walk-
ing dress. A straw hat, trimmed with a white
ribband, and ornamented in front with a bunch
of wild flowers. A fancy white muslin gown,
embroidered at the bottom with open work em-
broidery; sleeves embroidered with the same
work. A plaited muslin spenser, in the form of
a neck-handkerchief, confines the waist; large
blue shaw! with an Egyptian embrmdery 5 t‘mned
leather gloves; mnankin shoes, embroidered on
the instep, and covering the ancles.

The top hat, No. 8, represents a faney straw
hat, turned up in the front, and trimmed with
white ribbands. The under one, No. 4, repre-
sents a prevalent white muslin bonnet, trimmed
with white lace and rose-coloured ribbands.

No. 5.—AnN OprerA DRESS.

The first figure represents an Opera Dress; the
head-dress consists of ‘a trencher-hat, made of
crimza ik, v, 2amented thh pearls at the four
corners; tho he'r hanging in cutls at the sides
a white India auslin gown, trimmed round the
neck -..u crimson sarsnet, and fastened with
g, ¢.monds ; short full sleeves, turned up, and
, Ne. VI, Vol. 1.

|

{of the same is attached in front.

EXPLAN:?'[\‘[ON‘OF THE PRINTS OF FASHICON.

ornamented with a bow of the same ; a bow also
White gloves
and shoes. ek,

N.6.~FuLL Evenineg DrEss.

The second figure represents a lady in-a full
evening costume; her hair dressed in bandeauz
of plaited hair, a diamond star placed-in front,
A white 1nuslin gown, short full sleeves, sloped -
low round the neck, confined in front with a
large diamond. An India shawl; white gloves
and shoes.

Of the two turbans on the side of the plate,
one is made of light blue crape, and the other of
white silk.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE
FASHIONS FOR AUGUST.

There is at present little occasion for full
dress in London, The Hulan cap, in white
and colours, is sufficient dress for any place.
Muslin and lenon turbans, ornamented with
pearls, and open crowns, with square veils;
lace caps, with flowers of various descriptions;
some are lined with coloured silks, and trimmed

|| with shaded mistake ribband ; coloured silk caps

trimmed with lace, and ornamented with flowers
of the same colour, continue to be more worn
than ever. Muslin hats, and veils tied round the
crown in the same manner as the Virgins of
the Sun, bound with shaded mis'ake ribband,
which, falling gracefully from the head, forms a
mantle or drapery over the shoulders 5 coloured
lenon mantles, bound with ribband to match,
are more elegant than white.

Morning dresses continue to be made high in
the neck, long sleeves, and no trains, but hand-

Xx ¥



o

LA BELLE ASSEMEBLET; ,

somely worked, or tucked round the bottom;
the white, with coloured borders, are more
‘fashionable than genteel.

Coloured lenons and crape dresses, ornament-
ed with patent beads, are very elegant over white
sarsnet slips; patent lace, and Imperial dresses
are also in high favour; the style of making, per-
feotly plain and simple; it is utterly impossible
to describe which is most fashionable, every
colour is equally worn ; a scarf or mantle of
some light and elegant colour, is become almost

. indispensable. ;i

]‘ARISIAN FASHIONS FOR JULY.

Many yellow straw bonnets are worn,. and

are much -more numerous than straw hats; |

the bonnets are edged with fancy straw, a' white
ribband constitutes their only additional orna-
ment. Cambric bonnets are, indeed, unniversal.
Wild flowers, and those of the season, are ¢ lu
mode; ears ‘of corn and “cats, poppy and blue-
bottle flowers, and all other wild flowers are ge-
neral. The trimming of gowns are composed of
open work ; on short sleeves the open work or-
nament extends from one end of the sleeve to

the other; short sleeves are worn much- puffed’

up, and hang loose on the arm. Embroidered
gowns are exclusively confined to fuil dress;
daffodil, lark’s-feet, rose-bud, or wild flowers, are
the models for embroidery,  Morning dress;
however, totally precludes embroidery, and con-
sists of a plain white gown, without any kind of
ornament. The designs that are embroidered
on bonnete, and the ribbands that ornament hats 5
.are crossed one.on the top of the other, and are
disposed in a kind of arbour-work, which shades
the belles from the severity of the sun. Many
‘neck-handkerchiefs are womn, which, in the
_ front, forms the stomacher, crosses on the back,
.and is tied behind like a sash. These neck-
handkerchiefs are embroidered in- small dotted
work. Many hats ate worn with scarcely any
crown, they are very much distinguished by a
very large bow of taffeta ribbands, placed in the
front. These kinds of hats are worn with gowns
‘that ascend to the neck,and that are trimmed

with a Spanish, plaiting; five or six rows of

twisted cotton is interwoven at the ‘bottom of
cambric or ‘muslin gowns; the same kind of
ornament is frequently placed round the rims of
bonnets. Many cambric aprons, resembling a
frock, are wornj they are embroidered round
the waists and sleeves, and are ornamented.at the
edges. : SR
Among the jewels the Parisian é/¢gantes adopted
a short time since in full dregs, the chains at-

tached to a quiver are coming again into vogues;
they are sometimes worn round the head, some--
times: in wreaths, and sometimes as a neck-
collar; these golden quivers are never worn but
‘when the arrows are made of ciamonds; thus
an. ¢légante, with one orname.it, has the ad-
vantage of converting it to :arious purposes.
Fashionable wundress enacts”:/hite and flesh-
colour shoes, or sloeand nank n, the latter must
cover the ancle; whi.e cotten stockings are in=
dispensable for morning dress. "’he hair is orna-
mented with a tasty plain sl..il-comb, Nothing
is more fashionable for riding on horseback than
an ash-coloured habit, green, however, is some-
what prevalent; the buttons are either wprked
or covered with the same as the hubit.

The followins hair head-dresses is - much
esteemed ariong the higher ranks of Parisians,
and may b: made of hair of a moderate length :
the hair ‘5 separated from the middle of tliehead
to the nape of the neck, a small piece of hair is
reserve.d to make a twist, and confines the six or
eigh® twists which forms the ensemble of the head-
dreis; thé& ends of the hair must be frizzed into
~a cork-screw; the hair being well separated,
combed, and smoothed atthe sides, is confined
in ‘hat posftion by a ribband till,the twists of
hait are formed; after which the garland is
placec ; the diadem should be slanted on the left
side of the head; the twists of hair are then at-
tached to adicit extremities within, and to bring
out the frizzing between the twists of hair, so as to
suspend below the shoulders on the neck 5 aftér
which a pin is placed instead of a comb. .

ANOTHER ACCOUNT OF PARISIAN FASHIONS,

White and delicate rose colours are the most
_prevalent. The flowers in fashion are roses,
the white rose is as frequently worn as the red &,
and the most esteemed perfume for the hair is
essence of roses.

With the exception of full dress, hats of
every kind maintain their large rims; bonnets
continue also to have large peaks. Cambric
bonnets are as often ornamented with lace asa-
small plain edging, and are as frequently seen
without trimming. Straw hats are embroidered .
in various colours, others are covered with fancy
stuff-to resemble shells, but the most of them
are quite plain. White straw hats are lined
with taffeta, and the peak embellished with
numberless openings, through which puckered
ribbands are placed, without any order, but for
the. most part hive certain distances -lotted
‘them. Bounets made of straw ar. 1 «ilk, yellow,
gbld, and white, delicate yellow ad white, and
yellow and rose, are considered ele,. "tz they
argy however, not much adopted, but it is p.os
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bable that they may become very fashionable.
Other bhonnets, :and more in, voguey are those
bubbled up, if we may use the expression, With
taffeta, and divided into large sides, with' tresses
of yellow straw.

Many small coloured neck- handl\erchxefs are
worn, which are thrown sometimes on one
shoulder, and as often on the other.

Leather gloves of all colours are universal,
pea green and rose colours have, however, the
preference.

Shoes which hiiherto had round toes, now
resemble the beak of a swan. Green shoes,
have their admirers, and are much in vogue,

A LETTER ON DRESS,

From a Young Lady resident in London, to ler
Friend in the Couniry.

I HAvE imposed on myself a heavy task, my
dear Caroline, by agreeing to.send you a regular
communication of fashions. = So capricious is
the humour of the varying goddess, so change-
able and versatile are the forms she assumes,
that while. I am tracing her habit of to-day, it
is not unlikely ‘but she intrudes on my sight her
more elegant costume of to-morrow. In the
days of our sober ancestors, negligées, fly-caps,
ruffled-caps, sugar-loaf shapes, and high-heeled
shoes, formed the sum total of faghionable de-
scription, But in these fluctuating times, you
scarcely’ meet two females in like attire; and
singularity and novelty seem the order of the
day. However, there is a fout ensemble, which
marks the women of fashion, and which consists
in a well-chosen, well-arranged,” and well-united
costume, under the regulation of a good taste.
There is a general standard for style and effect,
though not for the article by which it is in part
constituted : and this I will endeavour to des
lineate for the benefitand amusement of my rusti-
cated friend.

As I have lately ‘been admitted to form one

" in the train of Cupid and Hymen (the fair

daughter of my noble host having entered the lists
a fortnight since), it will be a more regular mode
of proceeding to begin with a description of
bridal decoration. Lady Louisa, you have heard
me say, is a very lovely creature. . She com-
pleted het nineteenth year on the day of her
marriage ; and her union bore the happy sanc-
tion of parental 2pprobation, Her figure accords
with the general taste of the times, and *s tall,
round, and graceful. She was adorned with the
most simple elegance for the marriage ceremony ;

2 ard wore a robe of plain muslin of uncommon

- - .

delifacy, made a walking lengt‘h; a broad foot~
ing lace was introduced round the bettom,
finished with four little tucks. The bosom and: .
short sleeve quite plain, except that four ticks,"
to correspond with the bottom of the dress, fer=
minates the latter. The long sleeve, and shirt,
were of lace; a pigeon-broach of embossed gold,
the eyes of the bird of brilliants, fastened the
shirt at the collar, and the robe at the bosom ;
and a gold chain of delicate workmanship, with
diamond studs, confined the long sleeve at the
wrist, Her profusion of -fine hair (which is of
the bright auburn), was. fastened on the crown
of her head in a hard twisted cord with a comb
of embossed gold; a few curls in front shaded
her finely polished forehead. A lace veil of the
finest fabric, and very long, -was negligently
thrown over her during the ceremony ; and her '
shoes and gloves were of kid, the colour of straw.
Lord George (her husband) presented her with
a gourd ring of the finest brilliants; but the
Eutopx.m ring, given her by the Dewager, her
mother-in-law, is the most splendid ornament of"
the kind I eversaw, and is now anxiously sought
for by all our women of fashion; it consists of
one row of precious stones set separately, in the -
form of a hoop; each stone the size -of a small
pea. Lady Louisa’s is formed of the diamond,
ruby, emerald, amethyst, topaz, sapphire, and
cornelian, and has a most attractive and brilliant
effect. 5

After the ceremony we all set out, a fa-
mily party, for the country residence of Lord
George, near Windsor; where we dined and
staged the week.” On our arrival the bride
changed her dress to the following:—A train
dress of Moravian worked muslin, over white
sarsnet ; the sleeves.yery short, slightly looped
up in front, with a small pe;\rl broach, the
bosom made high and the back low, a plamng
of net round, and fastened down at the corners of
the bosom, with a broach similar to that on the
sleeves, giving that wide appearance which con-
stitutes the Cleopatra bust, now so much ad-
mired and imitated. Her necklace and earrings
were of pearl, armlets and bracelets of the same,
with antique studs.  The hair was now worn'in
front, with a few simple curls falling on the left
eyebrow, a cornet of pearl in front. The hair
behind was still twisted in a tight cord, and
fastened with a pearl comb; from the edge of
which was suspended a transparent veil of fine
lace which crossed the hair behind, and fowing
over the back, fell on one side so as to shade
partially the profile; her shoes and gloves were
of white kid. ;

Thus, my dear Carolme, have,l finished my
sketch of a fashionable exterior.” On the internal
decorations of Lady Louisa, I could be still more



.

336 % LA BELLE

ASSEMBLEE.

prolix, but in pourtraying her amiable ufiob-
trusive qualities, I should not delineate a fashion-
able woman, but the female of polished manners,
extensive acquirements, well-regulated mind,
and warm heart. But to proceed with the ful-
~ filment of my treaty, and give you a more general
account of the present fashionable attire; and,
first, let me beg of you to lay aside your Spanish
cloak for the more modern one called the Gipsy.
It is somewhat of the Spanish form, but much
longer, extending nearly to the bottom of the
petticoat. Itis made with a hood, around which,
as well as the cloak, is a broad hem, through
which is laid a ribband the colour of the bonnet
or hat you may chuse to wear with it; the
corners are square ;. this is a very graceful sort of’
eloaky and very generally esteemed. But the
spenser @ la Turk is now a most distinguishing
habit amongst our belles of ton; it is made of
plain or figured sarsnet coloured, ard is particu-
larly pretty in lemon, or lilac. The spenser is
made with a full collar of reversed plaiting; and
from the seam of the left shoulder falls a width
of silk the same as the spenser; it is put in with
gathers rather full, and flows over the left side
a little below the knee; is sloped nearly to a
point, and gathered into the compass of a large
tassel, with which it terminates. The spenser
and flowing robin is trinmed round with a
Turkish ribband, laid flat ; and the whole forms
the most elegant out-door covering I have wit-
nessed this season. The Grecian cloak, how-
ever, ‘is still considered fashionable, and the
Egyptian mantles of white and black lace, are
still to be seen on many females of the haut-ton.
Satsnet or satin hats and bonnets are now the
distinguishing selection of our females of taste
and fashion. T have seen lately some in the form
of a Gipsy, which look very light and pretty,
and are well adapted for the youthful female.
Veils, I am pleased to find, are still very prevalent
as a head-dress; they are worn in diversified
- forms, but generally at the back of the head, or
flowing on one side, shading the shoulders, which
would be otherwise entirely exposed. -The
coronet, pigeon broach, antique, or animated
butterfly, of embossed gold, are invariably worn in
front of the hair in full dress. The gowns are
universally made high in the bosom, and lew in

the back, No trains are to be seen with morning
dresses.  The bodice of coloured sarsnet; a sort
of spenser without sleeves, formed like the plain
waist 6fa gown, with plaited net all round, has a
very pretty effect; and in publig places, and in
parties, they are rather generally adopted. The
Turkish turban is more observable within these
last three weeks ; the roll is very full ; and agold
or diamond tassel falls from thecrown on one side
with a band of the same at thc edge next the
hair; and abroach in front, to correspond.
Shoes of straw, or kid of that colour, have of late
succeeded to the fawn-colour. The pantaloons
(as I predicted in my last) exhibited their cum-
brous folds, and disappeared. The open wove
stocking of pale blush-coloured silk, is now quite °
the rage. The shell-crowned hat of straw, and

the low crowned Gipsy of chip, ornamented with

a white rose in front, or a wreath round, is alse

general, Pale pink, or buff striped muslin of a

delicate texture, forms a very becoming and fa-

shionable attire; Some of our €léguntes wear

Gipsy, or Turkish cloaks of the same, which has

an attractive and pleasing effect. The quartered *
cap,of spider-net, with a net lace gathered in the

middle, and put. fufl round the face, and under

the chin is in high vogue; the quarters of the

cap formed of net, the middle of white satin,

Caps ofall descriptions are much worn in a morn-

ing.

And now, my dear Caroline, you will, I trust,
give me credit for haviag fulfilled my engagement
with you. I have emptied my budget of fashions 3
and if I have not tired your patience, I must con-
fess I have fairly exhausted my own.

Weonlystay in town till Parliment is dissolved,
when we either repair to Windsor, or to some
watering place for the autumn. My kind friends
here will not ‘allow me to quit them at present,

therefore you may expect to hear from me when

our destination is fixed. In the mean time be-
lieve me, with all possible sy mpathy for your rusti-
cated situation, and all due reverence for your
shady groves, and crystal streams,
Your attached and -
Commiserating friend,

MATILDA,

" London: Printed by and for J. BELL, Southampton-Street, Strand, 1806.
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