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Why this intellectual suicitie.?

By 8ri G- Sankaren B. 4 L. T.,

et e

?H\E Government of Bombay recently banned the

admission of npon-Anglo-Indians and Asiatics 1nto
schools where the medium of mmstruction 1s English  On the
legabity of the order being questioned, the Bombay High Court
declared the order null and void ‘1he State Government have
appealed against this judgment and the mastter is now pending
betore the Supreme Court of India

Ancther well-known Bombay leader is reported to have sad
the other day that Enghsh education has created ' a, class of
snobs and bad citizens 7. -

Against this background let us consider the importance of
studying English,

Without entering into the forbidden domain of politiea
we, as teachers can and must discuss the consequences of a
move that affects the education of future generations.

One of the resolutions passed by the Constibuent Assembly
reads as follows , —

“The official language of the Unpilen shall be Hindi 1n
Devanagiri Script

For a period ot fifteen years from the commencement of this
constitution the Enghah Language shall be used for all ofiicial
purposes for which 1t was being used 1mmediately before such
commencement ” '

31x years have passed since foreign domination ended, In
the Aush of new-born freedom we passed a number of resolutions
all of which cannot commend themselves to those who have the
welfare of the country at heart,

People whe are privileged enough to mould the destinies of
milhons of fellow countrymen have to xeahize that faddists and

puritans do not make successful administrators,
A
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I cannot help saying that the question of languages has
hoen discussed threadbare beth on the platform and 1n the
Press, But 1t 1s a pity that 1n matters of this kind what guides
oven intellectuals 138 not cold reagon or logic but poltical
affiliations or personal likes and dislikes,

Let me close with a quotation from the speech of
Mr, Jastice P, Govinda Menon,

“Tt would be an evil day for us if we 1n any way lessen our
abtemmpts in the promotion of the study of Hnglish for that
language now dominates a great part of the eivilized world,
India has, through the great acts of our illustrious Prime
Minister reached a position of supreme importance in the
councils of the world and we have to transact businessin
foreign countries only in Enghsh, I would suggest that the
utmost importance be given to the study of Englhish”

A Blending of the Mind and Heart

(Sr1 N. ALBERT, B. 8c., B. T.,)

St ot

TO few men 1s it given to be the presiding deity n

the world of science; te fewer still the capacity to
* provide a scienfifically satisfactory explanation of the strueture
and werking of the Universe in which we ive ” Such individuals
are just as real and human as the leading political pundits or
the doyens among the philanthropists.

The fourteenth day of May, 1879, saw the birth of a
baby-boy, ef Jewish parentage, at Ulm. As he grew up, lus
parents found him to be somewhat 1mpeded in his speech. His
attarament at schoe! was not of a high order. Yet he read and
digested the most abstruse mathematical works of his time with
anidity and ease  What had attracted his supreme attention, as

» boy, was the magmetic needle recaleitrantly pointing to the
North-Seuth direction.
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It certainly 1# a paradex why he did not get through in the
school final examiuvation 1o hus first attempt.  But succeed he
did 1n his subsequent appearance and finally secured an
appointment 1n the Patent Office in Berne. In 1815 he brought
his famous theory of Relativity of Space and Time before the
Academy of Sciences in Berlin, and mx years later he was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics. At present he 1s the Head
of the Sshosl of Mathematics of the Iustitute for Advaneed
Study, Piinceton, U S A. That s Emnstein whose i1ndispens-
able equation, E = M C? (where E represents the energy, M
the mass of body and C the velecity of hght?, contributed much
to the shaping and perfecting of the atom bomb.

His theory astonished the scientist, shocked the priest and
entirely outwitted the layman whose commonsense notiens of
space and time hitherto cherished by him as unshakable were
now rendered null and void  Only a handful of top-ranking
mathematicians could revel in the $heory of Relativity.

Ever smnce Eimnstein gave the world his new theory,
innumerable attempts have been made to “ dish up his theory for
popular consumption ¥  But the more they try to sumplify it
the more fwisted 1t becomes to the utter chagrin of the layman.
All that ene can do 1s to accept unquestieningly, as one has
done the mulhipheation table, the nature of the Einsteimian
Universe. Can one add a cabit to one’s stature? Yes, ‘‘ by
lying flat 1 a boat facing North-South, and then allowing 1t to
swing rouud on the current to East-West- Ifa body is kept 1n
motion, 1ts mass inereases Time 1s one thing to a person
standing st1ll, while it 1s totally anether to anyone in rapid
motion  Where space begine and time ends no one knows.
Just as we travel distance, we cap also travel time, which, like
a cinema reel *“can at a pmch be turned backwards and
forwards” o dreiras we travel to the past as easily as to the
futuie. Ts it then a mad umverse, madder than even Bedlam ?
No. I can ouly repeat what the Psalmist has already ssid.
« Such knowledge 18 too wenderful and teo excellent for me. I

eannot attain to 1t

~
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Great as has been the work of Einstein as a seientist
greater st1ll 18 hus sympathetic attitnde tewards his fellow-men
The total anniknlation of Hireshima and Nagasaki moved him not
a lLittle. In an interview with & journalist of consderable repute,
he grieved at the warring attitude of the nations and urged the
need for a therough urderstanding smong the different peeples
of the werld. He 1s not callously indifferent te the herrors of
war. He is of opinion that modern warfare and the atom bomb
present us with comphcated circumstances. *‘ Our defence 15
not in armaments, nor 1n science. Our defence 1s 1n law and
order ”, he emphasized. With Bertrand Russell he concurs
that ' kmowledge 13 a msfortune and only ignorance can
preserve human beings from mutual extermination” He fears
that there 1s no radar defence against the atom bomb which can
destroy civilization. Bemoaning that seience has given birth to
this danger, he appeals for a change of heart in men. Aeccording
to hum it 1s not scienee that will save humanity, but leve and
kindness

Much evidence though there 18 for the mighty power of
Einstein’s mind, there is no Jess proof for the tenderness of his
heart Here 1s Finstein 1n whom there exists net enlyan
everflowing fountain of sympathy, but that touch of gemus
“ which everyone recognizes and ne one can define »,

A Meeting with the Men of Letters.

WHENEVER I s1t down to write — be 1t a short story or

an essay to be read for myself or my life story
prompted hy ego or aleiter to a dear one—, [ wnte with a
dictionary oo my desk and sometimes with a grammar book too,
for the English I have learnt 1s very little as 1 was taught only
two years at college and, withal, earlier at school I had not had
a good foundation And I write not to tell people something new
or something I have discovered , and to avow, I have not madg
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any discovery or have thought anything new I write for a
while, then my mind moons about among hills and
vallays, plains and meadows, and towns and cities with
their busy streets, disgusting pictures and coffee houses
and gloomy colleges with exhilarating hibranes To this day I
have not read any book from the first to the last page er ‘ whole
and entire’ te use an ancient phrase, however, I can tell from
memory almost all the names of the best books 1n Enghsh and
perh:ps, after a thought or two, their authors, too, Also, I
can say this of me, that, of the wellknown books in literature,
I am sure to have read a page or a paragraph 1n each or atleast
have dipped 1nto it once, I am a lover of Hnghsh and its
writers though for some unknown reason I do not possess any
of the good books or a biography or an autobiogiaphy of any
wuter [ may tell you that the greatest pleasuie I could have,
would be my hstening to a celebrated Enghsh witer — which
good fortune I do not think I will ever have, and, if I should
have 1t, verily I had not lived 1 vain

The other day I lay my head on my desk while writing to
““The companion”, a monthly manuseript magazine and fell into
a state of reverie, Believe 1t or not I ascended to heaven —
and stood knocking at the door, Of course thete Was a calling
bell—like the one you have at the school office but of dazzling
bronze — you should not forget i s heaven — and even the
Jampblack-shade that served as a protection aganst the sun —
not the sun that hights the earth—had a sort of glow on 18 which
nene could understand, I did not dare to ring it feaning
that the flest of God might thiong about me which I could
not definitely stand Soon the door opened 1 saw an angel,
a she-angel — my 1mpresston from childhood has been that the
angel 1s femmine — appear in the brilliance of a milky way,
“ What do you want?’ she said gently as she smiled I
summoned up courage and said, “] want to see some of the
Enghsh writers that are reposing heie”, ‘ Reposing?”
exclaimed the angel and continued, * What do you mean ? Do
you think the people here are at reat ? Why, man, justnow
Dr. Johnson gave Pope a black eye for caling lim a learned
fool, Shakespeare was brought to the court of a literary arch
angel on receipt of a reminder from a particular school there
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below about the case that Shakespeare did not write bis plays;
Bacon, the bursar was accused of misappropriation; Addison
and Steele gave a banguet in celebration of their entry into the
bond of friendship again ; Goldsrith was not served manna for
not giving the ‘ kitchener ' his due; Byron was seen courting a
young angel to the disgust of many and to the jealousy of seme
of the inmates.” “‘Unbelievable!” ecried I, * Havethey not
changed aa iota even after they have come here?” * No.net a
jov, my seu” said the angel politely, ‘*and it is inevitable that
‘men should come here as thiey were while on earth ; but with
one change that all their actions and reactions are only
apparent and not real, They move freely, act freely and feel
freely with no harm to them or to others, And external actions
do not affect phem in the least, Hence, they do not experience
either rapture or sorrow here; but a sort of peace and
happiness or as the earthly people eall it, “ heavenly bliss "
not relative to anything, heavenly as it is. I hope, you know
now what sori of beings they are. Come along with me; I'll
show you them all — every writer breathing the heavenly air.”
I wondered, “ Suppose the moment I entered the doer, I
became ar immortal or to understand better, mere ether that
would enter into the nostrils of anyone, what would become
of me?” Fear seized my very soul, I continued pondering;
** Well, someday I'll be in heaven — why then now? How
could I leave the beloved earth so soon ?” 1 hesitated for a
while and said, “I don’t feel like going with you — an idea
strikes my mind — could you send the writers to the earth
for a while® “'l'o the earth " exclaimed the angel and said.
“It is up to the Supreme Being to decide, and I have no voice
in it ; however for your sake, I'll tell Him, Wait for the writers
tomorrow morning at six under the boughs of the five banyan
trees by the stream near your house where you sometimes write
nonsense, and if you have not met them even after half past
8ix, then eonclude they have uot been permitted to leave
heaven.” *Thank you” said I and continued, *In case they
come to see me please let them come one by one—won't you?—
for you know I find it difficult to face even one person and to
face two or more at a time means an impossibility,” *Allright”
the angel nodded and gave a pleasing smile and shut the deor
behind. ‘ ‘
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Exactly at six I was at the appointed place lookingup to
heaven. Suddenly I saw it open and a man being let down by
the angels with the help of a rope one end of which was tied
round hig waist, As he came a little nearer to the earth, I saw
the gorgeous multicoloured garments thrown round him and
the quaint hair he wore on his head. When he landed, I made
him out and exclaimed, ‘‘Ah! Shakespeare!" and before I
could bow to him he bowed to me after the fashion
of Elizabethans, I had seen in a picture where Sir Walter
Raleigh hows to H, M. Queen Elizabeth [, * What |" cried 1
.~ Bhakespeare, the mightiest of the mighty bowing to me ?"

“ Ay, no; no, ay ; and I must bow to thee ",

“No more of your poetic ejaculations, sweetest
Shakespeare, we have enough of them. Tt me know you,
Just two things I want to know. Do you think people have
done you justice in calling you the mightiest of the mighty ?
And, secondly, what made such a genius, such a sage as you
are, to make mistakes, mistakes that even a school teacher
would not brook in his pupils’ compositien ?”

“You can't judge one " said Shakespeare, “by what people
call one ; hut by what one has left here below: and, you see,
gome even think that Bacon wrote my plays while the very
brevity of Bacon's style speaks for itself, and is quite different
from mine, Upon my soul I hate flattery; yet the very people
who honour me, sometimes flatter me. And not content with
that they write hundreds of books on me — all ‘soft soap’ if
yowll excuse me, When I wrote something I meant it —
of course from the view point of the characters I have portrayed
but these people go too far; they write criticism on me,
eriticism, sometimes, weak and inconsistent, and they make
their own interpretations of things which often betray their lack
of understanding. So, to know me, thou lad, study me for
thyself, and, with the help of a dictionary if thou think it
proper; but don't forget to call a spade a spade and have an
independent judgment”. I thanked Shakespeare so much for
his advice, In reply to the next question he said, “1 was just
a human being that erred when 1 wrote ; hence the mistakes,
and to defend myself I can only say that I was above all

B
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grammar; otherwise, I would have been just a strict
grammarian and nothing else, Besides, mark! My mistakes
which even school boys should not make, must not be made a
matter for pity and ridicule and last but not least, a matter for
my greatness ", So saying he ascended, clinging to the rope,

Next, a man was let down with a walking stick in hand. As
he dangled in the air, he waved the stick with little use to him
I recognized him as Jehn Milton, He appeared as though
unwilling to lose the paradise and now and then looking up to
heaven, he lifted both his hands overhead as by way of pleadirg,
grappling the rope with his legs, Soon he was pulled up and
was seen capering happily along — he had regained paradise
now — with the stick still in band, [ had the satisfaction of
having at least seen bim, the greatest of English poets and a
puritan with a pure heart.

Then I saw the two men that had been reconciled to each
other lately, coming down a ladder with thier arms thrown
around each other's neck and smiling as the angelsshowered rose
petals on them. It appeared as though they had made up
their mind to hold to the bond and keep themselves tngether
for ever, 1 prepared myself to meet them — they were two, you
must know, When they arrived they saluted me with the
utmost good humour, Both of them wore happy faces: After
I had explained to them my position and granted them their
wish to join together again, Steele kept himself apart from us.

“ Addison” called I and said, ' Just one thing 1 want to
know of you: how is that people think you a proud man ?”
“Itis here you're ‘histaken, my good friend David™; said
Addison, *“ I am considered proud not in the ordinary sense of
the word ; but in its other meanings such as ‘eminent’ and
‘outstanding ', And, upon my first appearance as a Spectator,
of course I made a name, and to some extent at the expense
of some of my colleagues’ honour; but I forgot ther that
my worthy friend 8ir, Richard Steele was one among them.
Let mlone my literary genius, when I made for heaven I felt
1 had not won people’s love, and Llonged for it not content
merely with their love for me as an anthor; but then came
Macaulay, the man who generally does harm to others, and he
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did me full justice by telling the world that I was one of the
most lovable creatures that ever wrote with a quill and thus
‘revaaled me to the world, apart from my essays.”

After Addison withdrew came Steele, “I overheard all that
you discoursed on” he said, * and exzcuse me for my ill
manners, I do not blame Addison wholly for the comparison
people draw between him and me. 1 confess sometimes what
[ have in mind, and, hopeless people, they immediately
misjudge, Otherwise, they would not have concluded that
Addison is supserior to me — yet Addisen is my friend. I
found Addison’s way of writing a bit more appealing ; hence ]
followed it while writing to the Spectator: and for that reason
they say I am inferior to him — yet he is my friend. And these
insolent people go so farasto call the Spectator Addison’s
Spectator — yet he is my bosom friend, Well, whatever they
might say my essays will speak for me, And I have the
consolation that there is one man at least —that Leigh Hunt —
who prefers me to Addison — and Addison is after all my
« gteele " cried I, *' I too prefer you to Addison; and
your creation of common characters is unsurpassed!” My
words were 2 consolation to him. And he smiled, shook hands
with me, and took leave, and hand in hand they climbed up

the ladder back to heaven.

Johnson with a cudgel in his hand

Presently came Dr,
and with a “determination to use it if his opponent did not

submit to his arguement He was plumpy and he surveyed tbe
surroundings as he devoured some pudding. His grave face
frightened me a bit. 1 was afraid to converse with him and I
thought I had better make the Great cham talk himself out,

friend ",

“ A fine day, Dr. Johnson ' — A very fine day, David®-
After this formal salutation Was over, he said, **I had a bitter
contention with the angels on account of you and, had not the

ing interfered, I would have blown them all ocut

Supreme Be
g the mankind has

soon. Y¥rom China to Peru when none amon
called for me, what prompted youto send for me?” ‘' Excuse
me Dr. Johnson ”, pleaded I, ** Only my longing to see you — 1
bave great admiration for yeu” “ Well? said Johnson
emphatically, ‘‘ everyone under the canopy of heaven adrires
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me! and, his veneration will neither elevate my prestige nor
his derision degrade it ",

“Dr Johnson” sighed I, “I am glad to have met you — I
have heard you talk, What else do 1 want 9’ — upon whieh the
sage made a scoranful, but a hearty laugh and went up,

After a while another man came down the ladder playing
moving songs on the flute When he landed I flew to him
crying, ‘“ Ah! my beloved Goldy” and gave a smack on his
forehead, He blushed His face was *‘pox pitted” but he
was not 8o ugly as I had imagined, I was st1ll hugging him and
uttering pleasant words in praise of him His eyes glowed
“David, my dear” sighed he, " have not people done loving
me yet?” * No, Goldsmith, they can never keep from loving
you” And he said, "' I am the happiest and the most beloved
man 1n heaven too, and angels love me immensely despite
my ugly appearance, I am gquite happy” continued he,
‘" that people love me even after that fellow Boswell has wntten
1l of me, and I should be happier stall if I should know people’s
opinion about me asa writer”. ‘' People do not have any
agreed opinion upon any writer” said I, *however, I'll give
you my opinion  no one's writing 1s 8o natural or so unaffected
as yours, and I'll advise one who wants to see the beauty of the
English language to go through the Vicar of Wakefisld and the
essays 1n the Bee and the Citizen of the World What an
exquisite grace 18 1n them ' What a natural flow of the pen'!
What a union of wit and fun ! With what humow thy 1mmortal
characters Beau Tibbs and Beau Nash delight the readers and
with what nonsense sometimes they split their sides' How much
of humanity 1s i1evealed in such a master-piece as the City
Night Piece which holds good even for the present day! Ah!
with what tenderness you make one feel the beatings of the
human heart in your exquisite poem, ‘‘the Deserted Village !”
““Aht David ” cried he, “thou art a good fellow, and yet enough
of your exclamations I am not worthy ef your praise And
he said, ‘' Some days ago 1n heaven too an angel, an admirer of
mine, but a ‘poetastress’, Ibeheve, sang into my ears a
sonnet she had lately composed while another thrummed it on
the guitar to the disgust of my fellows and me, and to the



THE PETRINIAN 15

pleasure of the cherubim that had clustered around me there to
-sing me into ecstasy — all for my honour!” ¢ No, David”
continued he, “let not your love for me distort your judgment
as in the case of that angel”. And as he was about to leave, he
saw the tears in my eyes and embracing me sighed, * Thou
wilt meet me again in heaven and he by my side where ')l teach
thee literature myself”,

He left me in tears

Soon a man came — he wiped my eyes as though he knew
me well and remarked, ' Don’t you get a bad smell here
abouts ? The place here stinks” and began to smell the
earth, his coat, and then suddenly he sniffed at my eyes, and
making a wry face, he applied the hand-kerchief to his nose and
taking it off instantly, exclaimed, ‘ Ah! Eureka !— it’s lobster!
Now I remember 1 had lobster for dinner”. ¢ You, humorous
Dickens !” cried I, "I consider you the greatest of novelists
from your humour”, He left me with satisfaction in his heart
and went up smelling the kerchief now and then,

Suddenly I was startled by an explosion high up in heaven.
1saw Lord Byron riding down in a glistening chariot drawn
by hoble steeds. I was struck by his stupendous forehead and
the kiss curls floating on it. “ What a handsome man!” said I,
He got down from the chariot and greeted me in a formal way,
Then after knowing me he began to talk intimately. When we
were discussing about poets and their works, I said, “‘Byron,
your poetry may not claim equal rank with that of either
Shelley or Keats; however, taking the bulk of your poems into
consideration, you may be placedabove them”, He was pleased.
I continued, ‘I am concerned more about you as a man since
boys and girls make a fuss about your person, They have nick-
named you Don Juan, and they feel that you need not have
written ‘' Don Juan” at all — which you did not complete
either — when you are a Don Juan yourself. And, how they
cherish, ““ Sscret Byron1’, ‘Yes” said he with a sigh, “1
suecumbed te the fad of my youth and wrote something which
I scarcely remember, and if the present day youth wereto make
much of it and judge me by it, I can only say it's tragic —
they would bring only dishenour to me and alas! be doomed to
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demoralization” So saymg he made a lofty somle, got nto the
charlot and drove up very fast

The atmosphere darkened a little and clouds had gathered
in the sky A gloom hung on me, I saw a man maling hs
way through the dark clouds. his visage revealed what an
antiquary he was, hig black suit, his bow, his shoes, his han and
everything he had on him had a quaintness about 16 Upon
reaching the earth, he approached me as one having an attack
of the blues I cheered him up  * Lamb? cned I, ** tread the
path of hife with 2 shout of Joy Don't cut a melancholy figure
any~-reore You have thousands to hke you, nay to love you
the old love you as they would do thew children, the young
call you their beloved friend and children look upoa you as then
unele Why, worry then? And you had made 4 bameasa
wniter, and some call you the *‘Prnce of Essayists’.— Ah!
Lamb! What a master of pun and punch and punctuation art
thou! With what unwque humour aud feelings thou writest
What an expression'— how thy sketch on 'Mrs Battle's
opiaton on whist, echoes the shuflle of cards! With what
realistic natrabion didst thou make ‘hittle Alice spread her
hwnds? And, had thou only mininmsed the strokes —1
mean the dashes of the quill, — what eream of language,
thy essuys would make!” I had scarce finished my
remarks, when Charles Lamb said * David, thou a1t none of the
common admirers that are all over the country, but a fellow
with a sincere heart  Thou wilt know much more about me in
heaven and share my place along with Hazlitt and De Quincey '
Aad he went up smiling happily as the skies cleared and the
gan shone bright

Shortly another person clad it a smait, but simple dress
came He had the appearance of a poet Unconcerned about
my appearance 1n the least, he viewed the Jandscape as one in
a trance [ heard him whisper now and then looking down the
stream at fishes swimming againstit in company, and up
nto the skies where birds were singing, and flying n pans
or 1 larger formations  His whisper fell mto my ears
somaewhat thus
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“ Entranowmng 18 the bul-bul by its nest
And the sky lark that sings me 1nto rest,
Entrancing s the stream that ever flows,
That fiows between rows of yellow primrose”

I could not help saying, ““ At thou the poet whom people
call 7 % Wordasworth ¥ he completed ' Yes, Words-
worth !, the greatest of nature poets Why, Wordasworth
contivued 1 ¢ didst thou give so much prominence to_nature ?"'
“Man " repiied he *1s part of nature and without nature man
would be extinet, but without man nature would thrive batter"”
“Thou art a philosopher too” said 1, “and cught to be
1emembered so far as the last remnant of mankind is left to
realize nature” Before long, unwilling to part with the
beautiful scenery, he left the place, singing to himself

melodiously,

Entianeing 15 the bul-bul by the nest
And the sky lark that sings me nto 1est,
Entrancing 1s the stream that ever flows
That flows between rows of yellow primrose

Soon I heard music above To my dehght I saw & great
thiong of angels — both cherubim and bloomng ones, clad 1
white, singing Joyfully to the accomparniment of every muscal
instrument under heaven and 1n glory to the writers
and me — then admirer 1 taised my head from the desk
brushing my eyes, Isighed, ‘I have not lived 1o vain, no, 1

have not hived 1n vain”
DAVID KOILPILLAI

(01> Boy)

ot

gove of Rature.

good summer day—happy evemng time — = dehcious
H day — unspeakably delicious day — as that day was,

I was walking beside the sea-shote A cluster of beaut:ful sweet
smelling flower plants grew there T saw & crowd of golden roses
beside the rocks They were daneing 1m the gentle breeze. At
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a glance ten thousand of flowers appeared. Those flowers were
drinking dew dreps. The budding twigs spread out their fans
to catoh the breezy air. 1 moved slowly to the flower plants.
They scattered loose flowers on my body. I looked and looked
at the numerous flowers, for a long time

I heard a thousand blended notes while I went gently

among the flower plants. The droning of the bees soothed my
ear.

The lovely birds cheered me. Those birds around me
bopped and danced. That sweet mood gave me a pleasant
thought  The trees were laden with ripe fruitss M angoes were
hanging attractively from the branches of the trees. The coconut
trees grew there row by row  Rivers of clear water flowed to the
sea-shore and the air was filled with songs of birds. Net far
from the shore was a shady greve and in the middle of it was a
spring of delightful water. On the sandy island in the middle of
the river. a group of white doves were cooing and caressing.

I turned my eyes to the side of the sea There was wot a
cloud in the delicate blue sky. The blue sea lay very calm end
peaceful under it. The white-sailed vessels in the distance
seemed very beautiful. The various coloured fishes were gliding

joyfully in the water. The waves of the sea flowed undulating
in endless curls.

The bright sun was moving down towards the west. At
that time uncountable pigeons were flying above the sky. A
fasther floated slowly from the wings of one of the flying doves.
That feather was coming to the sea wafting down like a rose

petal. Like that the sun was going down gradually to the other
eud ofthe sea

The sun appeared very bright and cheerful in red and yellow

colours The sea was expecting the sun as a lover awaits his
sweetheart. )

For a while the feather touched the gsea water. Saon,
the sun kissed the sea The sea embraced the sun with its
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@UR Scheol @lock has a history behind it. It is 65 years
old as it was presented in 1889 to the Reo. W. B. Blake
by the Professors and Masters of St. Peter's College and by
the Indian Glergy and other worRers of St. Peter’s Ghurch,
Tanjors as a lohen of ffeir appreciation cf his leng and loving
service in their midst. It is beutifully shaped like a deorway
of 2 Gothic Church and it chimes each quarler in a succession
of four meledious notes. - It is fitted up with hoo sets of chimes
namely Gambridge chimes and Whittington chimes, so that it

g is possible to change from cne fo the other at will. g
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waves. [ could not sufficiently wouder &t the loveliness of that
precious mght. A feehirg of happiness came over mé and
overwhelmed my heart

For a mement, I stoed still like a statue I can mever be
tured of seevng 3. It haunted my heart. What a fine scene !
Who shall deseribe 11?7 No huwan language could depret 1t

Night began fo some on  The milky moon spread i1ts cool
beams all over the land. [ was covered with the beams of the
bright moon The stars appeared like siver lamps. ILooking
at the glorius scene, I left that place and reached the house

When [ went to bed (with nothing to think of} 1n a sad
and thoughtful mood, that lonely moment of the beautiful scene
‘Love of Nature ' came back to my mind and filled my heart
with ecstatic joy. As I want everyone to share my emuberant
feelings with me, I pass on my joy to you all!

M ALAGIRISAMY,
VI Form A,

Speaker of St. Peter's Republic.

Try To Know About Months.

== ]

By @, Doravray, V Form B

ENTURIES have passed since men woishipped strange gods,

Now, most people are aware that they have no power.

And yet, such a great hold had these heathen gods, that even

now, their names and characters remarin 1n the names of places or
things

An example of this may be found in the names that we still
gtve to the months which make up the Christian Calendar, we can

see these names 1n the Dictionary.
o}
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The Roman year began in March, but, when the Calendar
was reformed, JANUARY was made the first month. It had
been dedicated to Janus — a god who was represented as having
two faces — the one looking backwards, the other forwards.

He was shown with a key in his left hand, because the
Romans considered hum to be the door keeper of heaven and the
protector of their gates and doorways

His temple, which was ounly opened in the time of war, had
twelve doors. He was the god of beginning and end When
they wanted to begin anythmng well, or make a good end of
some matter, they implored his help,

JANUARY was nghtly named after Janus because 1t
suggests looking forwards and looking back, Everyone feels that
the beginning of the year 1s the time to look back over the year
that has passed, and forwards to the yeai which 1s opening

The name FEBRUARY 1s taken from Febiua the Roman
feast of purification. Februaiy 1s an unsettled month For years
1t was the last month of the year, Now it i1s second again
Every four years February has an extra day added to its
twenty-eight This 1s because the full year consists of three-
hundred and sixty-five days and six hours

Mars — the god of war — has givea his name to MARCH
a noisy blustering month  The Romans thought that Mais could
do almost anything because heé was so strong When they went to
war, they would carry a cage full of chickens sacred to Mars.
Before a battle or war, corn was offered to them. Breatblessly
the soldiers would wait for the result, If the buds rejected the
corn they feared defeat. If, on the contrary, they ate it, the
Romans felt confident of victory,

Mars was, to the Romans, a terrifymg and mighty figure,
who dashed by 1n a chariot diawn by two horses whose names
were Terror and Fight, and held aloft a burnished shield and
brandished a long spear. As he raised hs head, they sad,
lightnings played about his great helmet,
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APRIL the herald of spring, means ** the opener ” For years
1t was the second month of the year ' Omnia opertt” which
means " It opens all things” because then the earth awakens
from 1ts winter sleep, the buds appear on the branches and the
woods are filled with song.

Lovely MAY, 1n some ways the sweetest month of the year,
received its name from Maia whose father was Atlas, The whole
weight of the world was supposed to rest upon his shoulders
Of huis seven daughters Maia was the most famous because o1 hér
son Mercury the winged messenger of the gods

Leafy JUNE, the month of roses, has been dedicated to
Juno, the jealous but beautiful wife of Jupiter. Junc is repre-
sented as diiving out in a chariot drawn by peacocks.

Julus Caesar one of the greatest men the world has ever
known, gave his name to JULY Besides conquering nation after
nation, he made wise laws and reformed the calendar. He ordered
the seventh month to be named July He conquered Britain
But he was muidered by his friends Brutus and Cassius on 15th
March, 44 B C 1n the Senate House

AUGUST owes its name to the grand nephew of Juhus
Caesar, — Augustus — At first s name was Octavius The
people began to flatter him, so he changed his name to Augustus,
which means noble. Then they called the eighth month August.
As July had thirty one days and August only thirty, the Romans
took a day from September and put it on to August fearing that
Augustus might be jealous of Caesar's extra day Augustus
was the first Roman Emperor.

Augustus boasted that he found Rome built of brick and he left
1t of marble. His reign has been called “the golden age,” because
he encouraged learning and pievented war. But withall huis
learning, Augustus never knew that m a far-off part of his
Empire a child bad been born whose reign should have no end.
It was during his reign that JESUS CHRIST was born

SEPTEMBER, comes from a Latin word meaning seventh,
because at first the Month of Maich was the first month of the

year.
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OCTOBER, means the eighth,
NOVEMBER, means the ninth,
DECEMBER, means the tenth,

Many of us know that there are twelve months in a year, but
some don’t know the meamng of those twelve months  So I have
told them the meanmng and the story of the months,

OUR INDIA.

——pfr——r

This land of joys, spiritual and pure, with occasional sorrows,
This nation of essential factions that make 1ts great makers,
Tlus demi-paradise of people sesking t1anquillity,

This country of jungle splendour with beasts that
pass description,

This part gazed at by the rest for 1ts solutions 1n plenty,
OUR INDIA stalks along the road of Iife without commotion ,

With childien, now starved, naked, now fed, clothed,
shouting m 1ts train,

And women swest and serene, experiencing pleasure and pain,
And men, firm and toiling, hoping to find security and ease,
And boys and girls sweet smiling, exchanging freely,

joy and grief,

And fertile lands, pleasant and proud, weathering
the storms and floods,

And when we see 1ts bloom fast approaching, ah !
1ts pains, how brief !

DAVID KOILPILLAIJ,
0ld Boy.



Flag Hoisting by
Sri R. Shuamugham,
D.E O, Tanjore West.

Schaol Sports .
takicg the
Athlete’s Oath.

School Sports:
Hurdles.




at Tr_ichij.

Plioto — P. Punniamurtii,

‘ Out Science Club
i at work.

The School Police
giving a Guard of
Honouer to the
D.FE, O.




THE PETRINIAN 2

The Citizenship of Bharat—Adapted.

HE word Bharat iefers to the country ruled at one time

by King Bharat. Now it refers only to the Union of India

from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. India not only consists of

big cities, lakhs of villages and forests but also of its large
populatien of 350 millions of people

A citizen is a member of a community. A citizen of India is
a tiny bit of our great country A sense of the true citizenship
of Bharat helps us to keep the tiny bits of India united as one
Indian nation  If the bits are divided on questions of creed, or
religion, tongue or taste, and if they do not feel at heart that they
are equal bits of this country, they become weak and lose the
respect they deserve

The first duty of a citizen is to be loyal to the country. He
must be prepared to support and defend his country even with
his hfe, if necessary. A good citizen must be ready to serve his
country in any manner when he is called upon to do so

Secondly he must obey his country’s laws, But if any law is
unjust or unwise, he may try to abolish it by criticising it in the
pé.pers, and 1n public meetings. But so long as a law’is a law, he
must obey it

He ought to take an intelligent interest in politics. He has
the vote to elect a member and he should use it for the good of
his nation.

Obligation imposes a duty and a responsibility on every
cifizen. It is to serve his motherland as best as he can. He
should stand up to defend his country and liberty as Leonidas and
his brave Spartans did against the Persians  During the time of
peace he should work for the good of the nation. He must share
all the benefits of citizenship equally with others.

Thirdly citizenship of Bharat is not a‘gift or a thing got for
the mere wish. We got it after a great sacrifice. So every
citizen must eherish 1t°and preserve it with pride and power. He
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must realise that the citizenship of Bharat s not an abstract
variety but a concrete reality. The world 1s steeped in folly,
ignorance and superstition  He must not become their slave but
must rise above them He must contribute to the growth of the
constitution towards its 1deal

So every eitizen should bring honour to his country and do
nothing that will bring discredit to her, He must remember that
all of us big or small, 1n whatever part of India we live and to
whatever religion we belong, are equal bits and sharers of India.

Lastly, the citizens of Bharat must feel their national
one-ness kept by the bond of fraternal love and work together
for the common good as parts of one smgle body, 1n which each
Trves for all and all live for each

S. VENKATARAMAN,
V1 Form 4

Mndia’s present problem.

%ANY may regret that our motherland has not progressed

far, although 1t 1s now six years since 1t attained
freedom. Our land was under foreign rule for well over two
centuries But now we are no longer a subject nation. But the
effects of a long bondage have not been completely removed yet.
Every Indian should try his best to stamp out those evil effects
We should, without harping upon our drawbacks, act in such a
way as to facilitate progress Our ambition should be to make
India take a leading place in the comity of nations

Thousands of our young men and women must come forward
to take up this task with service as their motto  They must be
endowed with zeal and energy to go forward uofalteringly. They
must have sympathy for the distressed and down-trodden Their
aim should be 10 remove poverty among the masses and improve
their lot in every way. As many men and women as possible
should be taught to read and write  Caste differences must go,
for they tend to stop real progress, -We must all consiuder
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ourselves as ‘ Indians ' from the first to the Iast, as our ' Father
of the Nation,! Mahatma Gandhi has told us. We must be proud
of our native land. We are indeed fortunate in having at the
head of the State, one of the greatest men of our time—Nehrujee
Our Prime Minister 1s a great example for us to follow. We must
work for the advancement of our country according to the plans
chalked out by him The future of our country lies in the hands
of the younger generation. So we must work hard to make our
land really great,

Let us pray to God that He may bless our efforts with
success

R. SESHADRI,
Form VI A.

Two Friends.

ONCE there lived a farmer in a village in South India.
His name was Krnishna. He had an 1intelligent and
brave son. In his village there was not even an elementary
school. A big village was near by. In that village there
was an elementary school which was about three miles from
his home
Krishna sent his son to that village to study. His son’s
name was Govind. Govind went to the school daily and studied
hard. His life was a miserable one. His home was a very smal)
hut becanse they were so poor- There was not even a lamp in
his hute There were no windows or doors. In spite of these
difficulties Govind studied hard 1n the street lamps and slept in
the cold- He was a clever boy. He got first mark in his class.
His class teacher said one day that he would become a great
leader When he was nine years oid he finished his elementary
education. He wanted to continue his study 1n a high school.
He had been studyng without any fees till he finished his ele-
mentary educatagn But he had to pay four rupees to the school
now.. He was admitted to a high school 1n the town of Madura.
He walked sixteen miles deily. In his holidays he went te
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the fields and worked hard to earn meney.  Thus he got money
to pay his school fees. He paid his school fess every month. He
had a number of relations, but they did not help him.

In his class a rich sbudent called John was studying He
was the son of a merchant. The merchant was a foolishman.
John was a clever boy and pitied the poor boys. He helped
them. John made friendship with only clever boys. John made
{riendship with Govind who was a clever boys Otherwise he
would not have made friendship with him. John did not know
the story of Govind for some days. After some days John felt
that Govind was 1n difficulties. From that time he helped him.
He paid his friend's school fees every month, That money
which he paid was given by his father for his expenses. He
helped him in buymng boeks. Thus they finished fifth form.

Then John's father came to know that John had been
helping Govind. He sent his son to another high school and
also punished him. Then the two friends felt sad- Then Johu's
father refused to give his son money for pocket expenses, but
he gave him only his scheol fees. So John could not help his
friend: S 8 L. C. public examination was drawing near.
Examination fee was ten rupees, but he had only eight
rupees Jobn knew that Govind was unable to pay for his
examination. Then he sent his money to his friend and Govind
paid it. He passed in the examination. When he saw the result,
his friend’s name was not in the pass list. He was swrprised
because he did net know that John had sent his money to him.
Then John wrote the October examination and passed.

What friendship they had made! we must admire it because
no one could do like this. But we must try to be like them.
From this story we learn three things. The first thing is that
we must make friendship only with good boye. The second 18
that we must love our neighbours as ourselves. The third thing
is that friends are more useful than relations,

T, RAMADQOS,
Vtk Form ‘B’
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From To
W. M. Schwartz, The Principal,
H. I M. Haile Selassie Members of the staff
1st School, Lekempti, and boys of St. Peter’s
Wollega Province, High School,
ErBIOPIA. ‘TANJORE.
Dear friends,

Let me first apologize for my inability to write to you all
mdividnally. Due to pressure of work and to the unsettled
conditions in a new place I couldn't write earlier.

You may be interested to hear about our journey. We left
Sants Cruz Air-port, Bombay, on the 27th night of Sept.
at 9-30 by Air Iodia [aternational plane. The plane flew
above 12,000’ but it was not unbearably cold as it was an air-
conditioned cabin. We touched Karachi at 11-30 and we
disemplaned to show our travel documents. The plane took off
at 1-30 1. 8. T.

In the plane magazines are provided and I was reading. I
hardly slept for more than an hour while all the others slept
soundly. While taking off and before landing we are compelled to
fasten seat-belts, and alse nobody is allowed to smoke during
those times for fear of fire in case of an unsuccessful take-off or
landing In every seat there is a pamphlet explaining what to
do in case of * ditching ' i. e. forced landing in sea., Floating
jackets that can be inflated by mouth are supplied it seems.
There is every chance of escaping if we could escape the sharks
of the Arabian sea !

After an uneventful flight we reached Aden at day-break.
It was no more 6 4. M I.8. T. It was Aden time. We were
taken to another air-port. After breakfast we boarded an
Ethiopian Airlines plane. 1t is serviced by Trans-World Airlines.
As we had ne accommodation in the plane going direct to Addas,
we went by this earlier plane and we touched Jibutiin Fr.
Somaliland, Assab, a port in Eritrea, Asmara, capital of Eritrea

Eritrea is now in the Ethiopias Empire) and three mere ports
D.
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before we reached Addis. Though i$ was double the distance we
were not charged anything extra, But it was net a pleasure te
fly by that small twin-engined plane. Moreover the air pockets
were numerous and every time the plane lost altitude my second
gon began to scream due to a peculiar feeling in the abdomen.

We reached Addis that evening at 5 o’elock Ethiopian
time. It is approximately three hours behind 1.8 T. We
were taken to a hotel and we stayed in Addis for two days to go
through the formalities with Immigration Dept., Education
Dept. etc We got our posting order. T was not happy te
know that I was posted as the Headmaster of a school ag
Lekempti (formerly Nakempti). I was all along wishing to be
pested as  teacher under another foreign teacher [ heard that
Mr. Blake was trying to get me posted as his assistant. I was
the only one who was posted as H. M among the 35 newly
recruited teachers perhaps it was the effect of the strong
recommendatory letters of the Principal and the Dy H. M.
Here Headmasters are called Directors.

We left Addis on the night of 36th Sept. at 9-30 by a
small truck (bigger than a jeep) belenging to the Ministry of
Edn. After about hundred kilometres the yoad was usimagin-
ably bad and several times we were thrown up a foot high. It
was the worst journey we have ever made. Then and there we
decided mnot to come to Addis unless it is after 3 years on owr
way back to India. Lekempti is about 260 kilometres west of
Addis (about 150 miles) through hills. Af one place the truck
got stuck up, in the wet mud. The driver worked with the pick
apd shovel for an heur and then we were able to proceed We
heard later that some had stayed even 3 or 4 days stuck up like
that with ne food or water (malaria). During the rainy season
for 3 months frem July to Sept. there is no bus going to Addis
or back ; so no letters toe either way. The roads are bad and
there are no bridges to eross the swollem streams. In the dry
season the bus takes 2 to 3 days for this 150 miles but we reached
the pext evening at about 3 o’clock, battered but net braised.
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Our school is H. I. M. Haile Selassie 1st School. It has
eight grades with a strength of about 940 boys and girls. It was
formerly two schools. Three years ago the Princess Tefari
Girls’ School was annexed to tha Boys' Schoel. An Englishman
was the Director of the boys’ school and a Germsan lady
was the Dwrector of the girls' school. Now there are 25 teachers
(three Indisns, one German lady, and the others Ethiepians).
Of the Ethiopian teachers three are called graduates who have an
equivalent quahfication as our Higher grade training. One-third
of the remaining lot can’t understand Englhsh at all. There is
a well-equipped carpentry section for boys and a sewing section
for girls. We have a good P. T.teacher who isin charge of
sceuting also and we have a drawing master.

The school work begins at 8-45 and we have assembly and
flag ceremony every day In the evening the school closes
at 4-45 and dunng the assembly the flag is lowered to the
singing of the National Anthem. In the noon we have an

interval of two hours

According to curriculum English is begun in grade 1 but
in Lekempti it is bagun in grade 3 as they have to learn a new
language, Ambharie which 1s the state language. People here
are Gallas and they talk Gallegma. In the 8. East people talk
Somali Whenever I speak 1n the Assembly, translation is done
m two languages In the teachers’ meeting which is held
almost every week my speech is translated 1o Amhane only.
Boys of grade 6 and above are able to talk with us freelyin

English.

The school supplies all the books fer all the boys for use in
the class and immediate return. Inks, scales and geometrical
instruments are also supplied  Pens, pencils and exercise books
were once supplied but now boys have to provide themselves
with them. The school is fairly equipped with wall maps, globes,
and scientific apparatus, a still projector tos There is a clinie
for the school with a quahfied male nurse  One day he pumped
D. D. T. powder 1nto the woolly hair of all the 9L0 boys & gixls
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and they all appesred white-capped. These children can never
comb their hair and remove the lice which they seem to rear in
abundance. These lice spread typhus.

As Thu:sd\ay is the market-day, that after-noon we have no
elasses But we have school on Saturday fore moon. Teachers
have to work 30—32 eut of 36 and Directors have to take
18 periods a week Every evening there is an evening class from
6 to 5-45,in which time lower class teachers are taught by
foreign teachers and some local graduates, (III F. graduates!)
so that they can raise fheir standards. It also prepares them
for the Annual Teachers’ Vacation Training Course, which is
held for 6 weeks. 1t isa 3-year plan and it is condueted in
three levels, Senjors, Intermediates and Juniors.

We have only four hohdays in a year, the Ceronation day,
Martyrs’ day, King's birth day & day on which the Emperer
returned For Xmas two weeks and REaster twe weeks, the
school is elosed. Rain holidays (not summer holidays) are for 3
months July. Aug , Sept., when pupils won’t be allowed to ceme
as many of them come walking several kilometres. But during
this vacation we have the vacation course for teachers for
6 weeks.

The United Nations' day wae celebrated on a grand scale.
The Gevernor-General, the Bishop and other important officials
were invited: The school children sang some peculiar songse.
I spake about the work of the U N. There was mass drill and
some scent activities.

On the Coronation day the whole school marched to
8t. George’s Church in white uniform (white drawers and battle
jackets). I was surprized to see the whole school keeping steps
with the beating drums from lst grade to 8th grade. The one
P. T. teacher has trained them all so nicely. At the Church
there was a public function. Then there was a state banquet at
the Governor’s Banqueting Hall. There were about 500 guests
and some civilians and foreigners were alse invited A big sour
‘thosai’ called ¢ Injira ' made of a loeal grain is their staple food.
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They served about ten kinds of meat preparations. Of course
there is no prohibition here. The last dish was raw meat. It was
not brought to foreigners. Three kinds of raw meat they served,
one was pure flesh, another wag with a layer of fat and tken
tongue. They eat it with pepper powder gleefully ! Every two
months they take medicine for tape worms!! Beef alone is
available: Sheep’s flesh is not seld as it is very very dear. We
ean't get fish or fruits (except bananas). ’

Lekempti ig a very costly place because this is the H Q. of
Wollega Province. Fowls cost Re. 14, rice is Rs. 300 per bag, eggs
about an anpa  All imperted things are easily 3 or 4 times the
price in India. A box of matches:is 3 as, a bottle of methylated
spirit is Rs. 6. For hair cut they charge Rs 3. Milkisa
bit cheaper than in Tanjore. . We don't get eesoanut and black-
gram at all. So we have even now begun to long for ‘ Thesai,
Idli and Vadai’

Here is a good Swedish Mission Hospital. There are abq‘;ut
a dozen Swedish Missionaries ,‘doctnrs, nurses and priests. Once
a month there is an English Sermon Services are conduected
in Ambharie.

Here is a post office, without postmen or postage stamps.
We must go and colleet our letters and stamps can be bought
only in Addis  For every province there is a Provincial Educa-
tional Officer and an Asst P E O and two Inspectors (loeal
graduates). Above the P.E. O. there is the Director.Greneral
equal to our D. P.I. Our P.E O knows no English but he
knows Fremch  All correspondence is in Ambarie. My
secretary translates the letters for me.

Boys are not caned here. They are whipped in the baeck
part after raising their coat-tails All late-comers, absentees
without permission are whipped by me. Quly the director ean
give leave for boys. So I have to go through not .only the
masters' attendance register but the registers of all the eighteen
classes and punish offenders. The director has to direct the
whole time even the ringing of bells. 1 have to look after the
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health of pupils. They are so dirty and many of them bathe
onee a vear during a festivals

Letters written to me to the above address may not reach
me safely, So write to the following ad-iress please. With best
wishes to you all.

Yours sincerely,
W. M. SCHWARTZ,
27—11—53.

W. M. Schwarts cfo Swedish Evangelical Mission,
Post box No. 1240, Addis Abebs, Ethiopia.

————— ——

The explorer who discovered the North Pele.

e T B R Y e

CHE explorer who found the North Pole was Robert Edwin
Peary (1856—1920). Peary was a native of the United
States of America. When he was a youth he had the
ambition to explore new lands. He first breame a mariner in a
#hip and later became the captain. He wanted to explore the
North-Pole where none had stepped before. But another explorer
also named Fridtjof Nansen (1861-1930) wanted to explore
the North.Pole but he was aot able to go farther than Green-
land because of the must and snow. He had written notes about
his voyage to Greenland. It was published in the form of a
book and Peary bappened to read it. He was also willing to
explore Greenland. He went in 1886 and on the way he was
laid up with fever and returned home The next year he went
and successfully returned after seeing all the parts of Greenland.
He announced to the world that Greenlsnd was an island. His
fame spread all over the world.

Peary wished to explore the North-Pole The Government
assented to his desire and gave him food, clothing, and other
things which he needed. Peary began to explore the North-
Pole in July 1908. He and his men reached the Cape of



THE PETRINIAN 33

Hariton. Peary then touched the Caps ef Columbia. He
successfully reached the North-Pole on the 6th of April 1909
(6—4—1909). He stayed a day there and returned homeward
(America). The people and the Government gave him a here’s
welcome.

In the year 1920 this famous explorer left this world
peacefully.

He is remembered fo-day as one of the greatest explorers
the world has ever seen.

V. AMBI,
Iv-A.

The Science Club.

FTER Mr. Schwartz had left the sehool, I was in charge
ﬁ of the Science Club. The first meeting was held in
the early part of January 1954, About 100 boys enrolled them-
selves as members of the Club, After explaining to the members
the main object of running a science club I suggested to the boys
to make the following articles

(1) A toy aeroplane
(2) A toy helicopter
(3) Electric Motor
(4) 5 Dynamo
(5) 5 Bell

(6) Electro Magnet
(7) A dry cell

The boys immediately were able to turn out good work and
make some of the articles. The articles made by them were
exhibited during the District Educational Officer's inspection.
This is what he wrote in the Inspection Report about the club.
“ There is a science club working on efficient lines in the schoel.
Its work is correlated with regular science teaching. Some of the
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specimens made by the boys under the auspices of the club were
exhibited during inspection. They were good.” The ex:stence of
such a club is likely to foster the proper scientific spirit in its
members! More work 1s expected to be turned out from
June 1954, The annexed pictwre will give an idea of the science
club at work.

C. A, C. SELVANAYAGAM.

Oonvener, Science Club,

The Annual Report of The First St. Pefer's
Scoat Troop, Tanjore.

SN, T

THE inaugursl meeting of the Sedut group was held
on the 9th July, 19563 when our Principal presided

The following Officers were present.

1. Mr. T K Sundaram lyer (senior) Group Leader.
2. ,, P. R. Subrahmanyam-Scout Master

3. ,, A. David-Asst Scout Master.

4. ,, 3. Chidambaram-Cub Master.

6. , R Sreemivasan-Asst. Cub Master.

The President explained the objects of the Scout
Movement and the kind of traning which pupils should get
from us.

At present there are 36 Scouts and 24 Cabs !in our Group
Both sections are meetiag very regularly every Tuesdsy,
8t 4~30 P. M. Apart from the regular meet, we had outings
and camps  We have replaced our old searves by new ones
which are blue in colour with yellow border. We have also been
supplied with some more equipments for which our thanks are
due to the Principal. We wish to point out the services
rendered by Scouter V Rajagopalan who has now left us.



i
Scout Group — Second St. Peter's.

Photo — G. Devairakkam,

The School Camera Club,



Diztrict Sports — Intermediates
Hurdles.
Winners : —
(1) R. Ramalingam,
(2) K Natarajan,

Grigg Medalist-
P. Punniamurthi, (Form VL.D )

The Principal presenting

School Bouquets of Honcur
to participants in the

District Sports.
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Services rendaered by our Scouters, Scouts and Cubs on the
following functions deserve special mention. (1) Our School
Sports: (2) District Sports. (3) Tanjore Fine Art’s Exbition
(4) Governor's Visit.

We have been participating in the rallies, displays and
route marches orgamsed by the Local Scout Assosiation, Tanjore,
on the lndependence and Repablic Days We also organised a
special rally and demonstration by Scouts and Cubs on the
oceasion of the School Annual Inspection The D E. O. highly
commended our work.

The final rally was held on 2nd Apnil, 54: near the Scout
Dea, with a social  About 50 Scouts and Cubs took part in the
rally. The Troop Leader welcomed the gathering  The
Principal hoisted the Flag. Mr P R Subrahmanyam read the
annual report. Mr G Devarrakkam gave a yarn to the Troep.
The Principal advised us to have more camps, rallies and
efficieney tests. Mr 3 Chidambaram proposed a vote of thanks.
Mr S R. Pandian with his usus! readiness took a group photo.

We are greatly thankful to eur Principal for giving all
facilities, to earry on our work successfully. We request him
to provide the Scout Den with safety windows and doors and to
equip 1t with necessary furmiure and Seout matenals

T, K. SUNDARAM IYER,
Group Leader.

OUR FIELD NOTES

A

HE year under review began, as usual, with the ¢ Play

for All’' programme. As 1n the previous year,

Forms IV—VI had compulsory games on two days in

the week —Waednesdays and Thursdays and Forms 1—I11 on

Mondays and [luesdays. After a lapse of five years, we were

able to conduect the Inter-House Competitions this year and that
too with great dificulty. Boys evinced keen inferest wn them

E,
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The school provides facilities for playing Foot bali, Hockey,
Basket ball, Volley ball and Cricket. We had very good teams
in the first thres games this year and naturally, the decision of
the Tanjore Distriet Athletic Association to drop the Inter-Zove
Tournaments was a great disappointment to us. Our school
sports were held in the month ot December in the Palace play-
greund. Altogether 250 competitors participated in the meet.
As many as 30 events were gone through. T. P. Thangaraj of
VI-C, P Punpiamurthy of VI-B, K. Ramakrishnan of V-(,
T Doraisami of I1-A were the most oufstanding athletes in the
Super-senior, Senior, Intermediate and Sub-junior classes

respectively.

Sri G.J. Balraj the Station Superintendent and an eld
boy of eur school took the salute in the morning and presided
over the evening function and Mrs. Balraj distributed the
prizes.

The Tanjore District Sports were held in our grounds in the
last week of Jannary 1954  Our boys did extremely well in the
meet and we were able to annex the much—coveted Morin
Shield. It may be pointed out here that we failed to get the
Shield in the previous Meet by one point It was to the
National High School, Mannargudi, that we lost it that year.
The competition was very keen between that scheol and ours
and it was the Relay Race, the last item in the programme that
decided the issue in their favour.

The same thing bappened this year too except that luck
favoured us this time, and it was the Relay Race that gavé us
the Shield. It may be of interest to our readers to know that
the Shield was in aur possession for sixteen years since 1932.

In addition to the Morin Shield, we also got the Pannir-
selvam Cup and the Relay Shield Sri P. Punniamurthy of our
school was adjudged to he the most outstanding athlete in
Tanjore-West area and was awarded the Grigg Medal. Also
8ri K Ramakrishnan of our school got the Championship Medal
for the Intermediate Class.
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fu conclusion I weuld like to express my profound thanks:
to all the teachers of the school for their kind co-operation but
for which the school weuld not have been in a pos‘ition to hoast

of such a fine record in the Sports field.

A. THANGARAJ,

Sports Seeretary.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

FUNNY SUMS.

——

1 am a word of three letters

* My first is in joke but net in yoke.

My Second is in like and also in mike.
My last is in roan but net in can.
On the whole I am a person

Who am 1?2

1 am a word of eight letters

And I am the biggest of all animals
If you cut off my first five letters.

I will be the smallest of all inseets-

W hat am I ?

I am a word of five letters

And I am an easily breakable thing
If you eut my first letter

1 will beceme a girl.

If you cut my second also

1 will become an donkey.

What am I ?

1 am a word of six letters
And } am the result of greed and hatred

_If you cut my last three lebters
1 will become a play thing as well as a bird

Whatam [ ?
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(5) What kind of * tables " do we cook and eat?

Answers :—
(1) JIM
(2) ELEPHANT
(3) GLASS
(4) BATTLE
(5) VEGETABLE
M ABDUL RAZAK,
V Form D.

The Third Annual Report of St. Peter’s High School,
“ Gamera Club ”

-y

I have very great pleasure in presenting the Third Annual
Report of St Peter's High School, “ Camera Club ™

In the first place we have to congratulate the successful
entrants 1n the Photegraphie seetion of the Tanjore Art Gallery
Exhibition 1n May, 1953. Our felicitations are due to the
following.

Teacnars' section :
Sn 3. B Pandyan, 8.4 ,L.T,
First Prize — a silver plaque and certificate.
Boys’ sectton
T. Loganathan,

First Prize — a mlver plaque and c :rtificate.
T. Viswanathan,

Second Prize — a silver plaque anc certificate.

The year under review 1 e, 1953—54 has been one of
vaned actinities. The teachers and hoys who are members of the
club have been showmg a keen interest in Photograpby.
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Particularly among the teachers, special mention must be made
of Messers V Bauval Rajaram, B A, B.T, § Chidambaram
and P R Subramanian B. A, I. T.

The meetings were held usually on Saturday mornings But
the members could come and work in the dark room whenever
they pleased So there was more of practical work than hearing

of mere theory.

We are indeed grateful to Mr. V. R Ramani B. A (Hous),
Secretary, The Taujore Amateur Photographic Society for
delivering a lecture on ' Pieture Composition "

One Photographic Competition was held during the sohool
year. Certificates of Merit were awarded to the following

members.

Enlargesients Section :
Mr V. Banal Rajaram B. A, B T., First Prize.

Contact Prints Section :
Mr. T. Logrnathan F. VI. D= First Prize
., 12 Padmanaban F. VI-A — Second Prize.
.. M. S. Panchapickasan ¥ VI-D ~ Third Prize.

We, the members of the club brought out a Photographic
Exhibition during the time of school Inspection. The D.E O.
'lanJore-West appreciated it very wuch and the following
remarke made by him in the Annual [nspection report will speak

for itself.

¢ Provision has been mage for photography.  This club is
working well under its able president Mr. $ R Pandian an L. T
Asst. of the school. The President has distivguished himself very
ably in the field and paturally the boys who have taken to

photography are under proper tatelage '

The annivenary of the camera club was celebrated on
Tuesday 30-3-54  Mr. J. G. Koilpillai B. A, L T, the
Principal presided. Miss S Chinnappa B. A, I. T , Principal,
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Girls' Chrnistian High School delivered an address on " The
hebby ef photography”. She gave a vinid deseription of
photogiaphy as pursued in the European countries. It was
teresting, 1mpressive and instructive

In fine, we the members are thankful te Sri S R Pandian
B. A, L. T, the President of the club for all the help he has
rendered to us  Qur thanks are also due te the Prineipal for
having a soft corner in his heart for our club Lastly, I am
grateful te all the members of the club for their hearty
eo-operation 1n all our activities

Thank you.
T. LOGANATHAN,
Secretary.

B Sportsman’s Prayer.

1 Deai Lord. in the battle that goes on through life ;
I ask but a field that is fair,
A chance that 1s equal with all in the strife,
1 he courage to do and o dare

2. And if [ should win, let 1t be by the code,
With my faith and my honour beld high;
And 1f T should lose, let me stand by the road,
And cheer as the winners go by

Lord teach me to conquer, if conquer I can
Having shown my worth in the fray,

But if I should lose, let me lose itke a man
And not hike a coward, I Pray.

5. Let me say *‘ There's the side ” on whom honours

[bestowed
Since they played the game better than I,

Let me stand, with a smile, by the side of the road,
And cheer as the winners go by.

ANON.
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QUESTIONS.

1 TWO WAY SQUARE.

Fill 1n the diagram below with suitable words so that
wher read acress and down the werds are the same.

1 2 3 4
1! O

2. ONE WAY SQUARE,

Discover what you celebrated receuntly by filling in the
diagram below with the help of the {ollowing clues

o

3}4\5161”8&9%10]11]12

Letters 1, 2— a prepomtien.
o 5,9,10 1i, 12—~ less than shillings.
w o 5,6,7T— you can wirte with this.
o 8,8,10— heme of an ammal.

3. WHO ARE THEY?

The following are the smames of great persons, who
were affectionately called so. Name them.
(1) Bapuji
(2) Father Abe
(3) Good Queen Bess
(4) Panditj
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4 ANAGRAMS

(iven below are the anagrams of some countries
(a) ANY GERM
(b) LAY IT
(e) AID IN
(d) WON RAY
(e) PAN IS

5. PUZZLE IT OUT.

There 18 a number.  If you square if, 1t wili remain
the same. If you divide 1t by itself it does not change Find
the number.

6. LETTERS THA! ARE WORDS
(a) Which letter 1sa drink ?

(b) Which letter is an exclamation ?
(¢) Which letter is a hrd.

B SANTHANARAMAN,
V Form-D
VIDE Pages 47 for Solut:m

St. PETER’S EAST-GATE BRAN 3H.

Results of the Inter House INatches.

1. Football—~— Winners ... Daniel House.
Runners up ... Sulhivan House.
I1. Kabaddi— Winners ... Daniel House.
Runvers,up ... Serfogee House.
IIT. Captainball— Winnpers ... Sallivan House.
Runners up ... Dantel House.
IV, Badminton-~- Winners .. Sullivan House.
Ruoners up ... Pitchaimuthu House.

T- M, SYED FAHARULLA SHAH,
Games Seeretary

B



Palace School.
Citizenship Camp.
Nadar's Garden,

Photo — 8. Chidambaram.

Our Football Team
Super Seniors.
i,

Photo — P, Punnia;
R i

Citizenship Activities.
(Karagam).



: @sz@ship Activities.

Citizenship Activities-



THE PETRINIAN
St. Peter’s Eastgate Branch.

CITIZENSHIP,

€

I'he followihg boys have earned the Proficiency Badges in
Citizenship in the Junior and the Senior Grade :—
Swimming.

Senior Grade.

[unor Grade.

1 Swaminathan V. [1I-A 1. Balavelayutham G, [I[-A
2, Jaffer Mohmdeen U. " 2 Pannirselvam S. 5
3. Sundararajalu N V. | 3, Xavier A "
4, Enayathulla Sheriff I{[-B 4. Swaminathan S tH-B
5. Rohert G. 5, Mohammed Alx P. i
8 Sivavadivelu G. 6. Jainullabuddin '
7. Govindaraman P 7. Rajagopalan 1-A
8, Kaliaperumal S. 8. Kamal Batcha 8§ A -
9, Bslasubramanian G. 9, Rengaraju V. K I-B
10, Venkatesan R, 10 Srinivasan D .
11, Neelamegam R 11 Abdul Ahed N "
12 Sheik Md Imam S. 55
Athlettes.
Senior Grade.
1 Gopalsamy [H[I-A 7 Palanivelu
2, Pechimuthu .. 8 Kahaperumat S, 1118:]
3, Kaliamurthy o 9. Viswapathan G, i
4 Krishuan o 10 Robert G b
5 Jaffer Mohideen » 11 Meenakshisundaram R,
6, Vembian o 12 Ramakrishnan '
Junior Grade
I, Shavmugasundaram {[-A 18, Srinivasan D [-A
2 Kaliapérumal 5 19, Rajagopalan .
3, Kaieem » 20, Rajendian 5
4. Basheeyan L, 21 Md Kassim "
5. Perumal hy 23, Doraisamy .
8 Munavar Hyssamn 55 23, Khaddes "
7 Abdul Rashid . 24, Ramasamy I-B
8. Kahaperumal II-B 25 Sheik Md. Imam "
8, Hyder Ali .. 26 Chockalingam “
10, Mohammed Al 27, Siiramaly -
11 Ayyavoo » 28, Sadagopan "
12, Kingston 29, Subbian "
13, Janarthanam " 30 Panchapikesan “
14, Govindarajan 31 Srimivasan 5
15, Md. Gaffur » 32 Md. Hussam ”
16 Sengamuthu I-A 33, Nyamathulla '

17, Jeyapalan V.C.
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Cycling.
Junsor Grade

1 Khadar Batcha B. 1-A 5. Meera Mohideen B. {I-A
2 Nagarajan S. " 8 DevarajS R "
3. Sengamuthu W 7. Pannirseilvam § 5
4. Munavar Hussain ILA
Knitting.
Jusior Grade,
1. Srinilvasan R. i-A 2. Rajagopalan P,
Badg(s : -
Senior. Junior. Total
Swimming 11 12 23
Athletics 12 38 30
Cycling . — 7 7
Knitting - - 2 2

St. Peter’s 1I Troop.

Mr G. Devairakkam -« Asst Dt. Commissioner.
.+ G. P Dhanaraj «« Group Leader.

5+ B. Sivagnanam -+ Scout Master,

» O.Narayanasamy <« Asst, Scout Master

. A Daniel

w E A, Chellathurai ~« Cub Master.
T K. Pattabiraman ... Asst. Cub Master.
. K. Frederick

13 22

Scouts.

Lions. Zebras.
Srinivasan R P.L Rehinirajan S. P.L
Namasivayam S Kahyaperumal S,

Xavier A Ramamurthy K.
Venugopal K Janarthanam
Nagara)an Lazor G. A
Srimivasan D. ~ Sundararaj N. V.
Rengaraj V. K. Pattabiraman K.

Neelamegam R.
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Tigers.
Krishnan S. P.L Mahalingam V
Ramamoorthy J. Govindaraju V.
Gulam Mohideen Santhanaknshnan
Eden ). Gnanavelu N.
Cubs.
Whites. Browns.
1  Chelladura: B. 1. Balasubramaman R.
2  Jeyapalan V.C 2 Abdul Khader A, M.
3. Meganathan K 3 Md Ishak M.
4, Baskaran B 4, Muthukumarasamy S.
5. Subbian R. 5. Sultan Peeran A
6. Liguat Alikhan M. 6. Ghouse Moldeen K,
Reds. Yellows.
1  Thangavelu M. 1. Kingston K. S. P,
2. Rethinasabapathy N 2  Sheik Alauddmn K
3. Punmamoortin S, 3, Md. Ibtalum A
4. Kahaperumal M. 4, Devaraju R.
5, Ramalingam A. 5. Khaja Mohideen M
8 Parthasarathi G. 6. Jeyapalan M.

[N

List of Boys who have beer declared Eligible fer College
Course in the § S L. C Public Examination 1952-53

U,

1. Albert S.

Frederic Clarence

. Guru Raj S.

Jayaraman T K.

Jeyaraman S N. K

. Kannabiran C

Khader Khan D.

. Krishnamurtht S.

. Mohomad Ismail M.
Nagarajan S.

. Natarajan N.

12
13
14
15

16.
17.

13
19
20

21.
22.

. Natarajan T. K.
Narayanan S. A
Panchapikesan K.
Ramalingam B
Ramaprasad S.
Ramamurtht K H.
Ramaswami K.
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3. WHQO ARE THEY?

(1) Mahathma Gandhiji

{%2) Abraham Lincoln

(3) Queen Elizabeth [

{4) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

4

(s) Germany
{b) Italy
(¢} Imdm
{d) Norway
(¢) Spawn

One.

LECTERS THAT ARE WORDS.

(a) T

5 PUZZLE 1T OUT.

{h O

ANAGRAMS.

(e) I (jay)

e ettt
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

THE PETRINIAN

English Proverds with Tamil Equivalents.

Lie with the lamb and rise with the lark.
owswps HIPeap.
A broken apothecary.a new doctor.
&Uri Guesré Qarerpasy sevr eva s Buer,
Measure is a treasure.
L8 Guriiogns merégm Gurd.
A fortunate boor needs but be born,
SBras ey wanlmrs @Fria rgnb Qurel gy
Youth and white paper take any impression.
Borewte sval Al agpss.
Bells call others to church, but go not
themselves
gelargsg Qeragns uvel, srér Curis srpluriar
& afapwrv.
A house well furnished makes a good house wife
BELLD apsr g edm_r@s HFwrd Quairsgis 8 of Feswlurer,
He that goes a-borrowing goes a-sorrowing
s araGBpent saesCsp wriisdy.
Venture a small fisb to catch a big one,
Qsareeowul Gurl@ arriv Gapss o,
Fat sorrow is better than lean sorrow.
GLOG Ly rghs QurBré esurle Lo Caaa@u.
Jest with an ass, and he will flap you in the face
with his tail.
S ar 5#Cuw SH@BD el Gefos cE@b.
Of small account is the fly till it gets into your eye,
Qarcy.@é @gar, Qartirediird SarlaiysR.
Practice makes perfection.
R B esis updsn Qesslepn srl Lpds.
Where ignorance is bliss, it is folly to be wise.
fiaren CsrsPe Qaraeomn sCipuai eusBSuisrrd.
His caundie burns within bis socket.
5@ Cur Cur ackBpy. sr@ ar ar s py.
He that runs fast will not last long.
Baen®p wr@ Qur B swisrg. [T. H. Govispa Rao )
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Ten Commandments for Petrinian.

——C I ECT A M—

Love and worship God, your heavenly Father.

Love and respect your father and mother.

Love St. Peter’s, your Alma Mater.

Love and revere every Teacher.

Love and help every Neighbour.

Love and serve your Motherland,

Love God's creation and be helpful.

Love Games and be healthy.

Love work and be hearty.

Love virtue and be happy.

School motto.
Love is the Key to Life.

oz
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Educational Tour s
The party visiting
Trivandram Zoo.

Educational Tour,

Our party at
Wills Hostel, Trivandrum,

Excursion to Yercaud:
Boating In the Lake.




Palace School
 Excursion to Kalimed
Photo— 8, Clridanbaram,

East Gate School
Excursion to Trichy:
ot the
All India Radio.

Photo — G. Devairakkam. -

Form VE-D, Boys;:
Excursion to Aduthurai.

Photo — T, Loganathan,
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St. Peter’s High School, Tanjore.

List of Pupils who bave been declared Eligible for ColleZe
Course of Studies in the 8 8. L. C. Public Examination
held in March—1954

e () .

1. Alagar T.
Chinnakrishnan G.

. Clement Moses J
David S N

. Dharmaray T. S.
Dwarakanathan R

. Ganapathi1 N.

. Govindara) R.

. Kanagasabesan T R, 8.

- Kuppuraman R

11 Meston D.

12 Nagaraja Singh N

13, Narayanan

14, Narasimhan N,

13 Natarajan P

16 Padmanabhan R

17 Panchapakesan G.

18. Pannirselvam G.

19. Premaiyan K.

20, Rajaram S, R

21 Rajaram V G.

22 Rajagopal A,

23, Rajagopal C. M

24, Rajamanickam G

25 Regmald M.

26. Sebastian P.

27, Sambandam V.

28, Sethuraman R,

29 Seshadn R.

30 Stvakumaran V

31. Syed Badsuddin R

—
(=222 - 2 S-S R X

32

33,
34

35,
36.
317,
38,
39

40,
41

42

43

44,
45,
46,
47,
48,
49

50,
51,
52,
53,
54

55

66.
87,
68.
59,
60,
61.
63,

Venkataraman S,
Venugopalfan D
Waiter C
Ayyamperumal K
Panchanatham N.
Punniamurthy P
Saranathan T. S.
Sarvanabavan A.
Veeraiyan M.

Abdul Wahad M.
Ananda Natarajan P
Balakrishnan A.
Edwin P
Hanumantha Rao V.
Jothinagalingam P
Mohamad Abubucker J.
Moses S M.
Narayanasamy N.
Pannirselvam P,
Srinivasan B. V.
Subramaman M
Thangaraj T. P.
Vadamalai G.
Balasubramanian T S
Chinnathamb1 C J.
Dharmarajan N.
Doraikkannu A
Galbert P.
Govindarajan V.
Ganapathi K.
Hidayathullah Khan 8



88

THE PETRINIAN

63. Jagadeesan N, 71. Thangavelu S.
64. Kaliamurthy V. 72, Venguduswami G.
65, Loganathan T. 73. Kalyanasundaram G.
66, Panchapakesan T. S. 74. Padmanaban A.
67. Ramadass M. 75. Ramachandran G.
88, Ratnaswami A, 76. Ramani G.
69. Sambandam R. 77. Sambathkumaran S.
70. Swaminathan T. 78. Samuel P.
OBITUARY:
1, Manoharan M, F. 4 B.
2. Mohanarengan A, F. 3 B.
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