





- CARDINAL GRACIAS AT LOYOLA

His Eminence Valerian Cardinal Gracias
descended upon the city of Madras “like a
thief in the night.” But bhe was not an un-
welcome thief: the people of Madras had

zen looking forward to the honour of having
a Prince of the Church in their midst. So
the darkness of the night made no difference
to them; a large crowd of Clergy and Laity
assembled to greet him at Meenambakkam
airport on Friday the 15th October night,
long before the time scheduled for the arrival
of the plane which was bringing him. Loyola
was well represented by Rev. Fr. Kalathil,
Rector; Fr. Arulsami, Principal; Frs, Varin
and Amescua; and a number of students who
had s'ipped away from the Hostel, preferring

a rare glimpse of a Cardinal in red to the
frequent sight of hostel wardens in ghestly
white, ,

In spite of the fact that His Eminence was
recovering from sudden illness, he went

“through a very crowded round of functions’

in the City and the Ecclesiastical Institutions.
With those we are not concerned; they have
been chronicled in the daily papers, all of
which, both Indian and English, paid hand-
some tributes to the distinguished guest.

Loyola had the Cardinal all to itself for
iwo very considerable functions; for College
Day on the 16th, and for a special meeting
of the Catholic Students’ Union on the 17th
October.

COLLEGE DAY

His presiding over our College Day was
not jusi one of the Cardinal’s engagements
while on an official visit to Madras; rather
his presence in Madras was in response to
our invitation to attend our College Day;
and for this great condescension and signal
mark of appreciation we are duly grate-
ful.

The evening’s function opened with His
Eminence’s inspection of the guard of honour
drawn up before the Bertram Hall, supplied

by the College Contingent of the N.C.C.
Then tall, stately, majestic, the Cardinal
walked slowly up the Bertram Hall, along-a
lane dividing two densely crowded blocks of
students and visitors, to the stage, accom-
panied by His Grace the Archbishop of
Madras-Mylapore and his Auxiliary His Lord-
ship Mgr. Carvalho, Rev. Fr. Gordon, former
Principal of Loyola now Provincial of the
Indian Province of Madura, Rev. Fr. Kalathil,
and Fr. Arulsami the Principal.

ANNUAL REPORT

Tt is my duty, said the Principal, before
presenting the actual report of our activities
during the past year, to express our deep feel-
ing of thankfulness to His Eminence for his
great kindness in agreeing to come all the
way from distant Bombay to preside over
our College Day celebration. When late last
week we heard that he was indisposed, we
feared we were going to have another un-

fortunate instance of the proverbial slip be-
twixt the cup and the lip, but, thank God,
our fears were belied, and we have the plea-
sure of having our illustrious guest with us
to-night. I may add that the whole city of
Madras adds its meed of gratitude, because
thanks to his visit to Loyola an opportunity
has been given it to pay its homage to
him.



Cardinals are Ecclesiastical dignitaries who
come only next to the Pope in rank, and have
precedence over all other Princes of the
Church. They alone have the right to elect
a new Pope, and they form the body from
which candidates for succession to the Papal
throne are chosen. I speak of these rights
of Cardinals because I wish to draw atten-
tion to the singular honour to which His
Holiness Pope Pius XII selected our country
when he elevated Archbishop Gracias to the
Cardinalate. It would have been great
honour indeed to our Motherland if the
Vatican had appointed a Cardinal for India
whatever his nationality, but it has done us
the far greater honour of preferring to admit
into the Sacred College one who is our own,
a son of our own country. Thus was recogni-
tion accorded in a singular manner to the
-new position that our Motherland has won
in the Assemblage of Nations.

May I be permitted to say that Loyola too
has a special claim on His kminence! It
has been pointed out that in the choice of
his coat-of-arms he has brought into pro-
minence the various instituiions where he
received his education both as a boy and as
an ecclesiastical student. St. Patrick’s,
Karachi, the Seminary of Mangalore, the
Papal Seminary at Kandy, and finally the
Gregorian at Rome, all conducted by Jesuits,
are indicated by their various symbols. Has
not Loyola a right to claim for her own ons
who has all along been nurtured by the sons
of St. Ignatius of Loyola?

Visitors in recent years to our annual
Prize Day function must have gathered the
impression that it has become a well establish-
ed practice in Loyola to have a new Principal
every year. The reason is that the very
excellence of my two immediate predecessors
as administrators necessitated changes, much
as we may regret them. Authorities felt that
the talents of Rev. Fr. Gordon would
find better scope in a wider field, and so he
was entrusted with the heavy responsibilities
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of a Provincial. When Fr. Mathias succeeded
him, we were hoping that Loyola would be
allowed to benefit by his youthful energy and
undoubted abilities for a long time, but once
again we were deceived. Fr. Provincial, who
was looking for a suitable person to guide the
clestinies of our new College at Vijayawada,
unfortunately for us, thought he was the man
for this task. The Andhradesa has gained by
our own sad loss, but we do not grudge our
new-born sister her good luck. I am sure
that Fr. Mathias, who has left his imprint
here, will lead the new College from progress
to progress, till at a date not far distant she
can lay claim to equal eminence with her
elder sister, Loyola, Madras.

The mention of Fr. Mathias’ transfer puts
ms in mind of other changes in the staff that
I have to record. One who has caused the
biggest void in the College by his retirement
is Fr. Leigh. It is very hard for us to
imagine, as the University authorities -scem
to do, that Fr. Leigh is superannuated. Those
who see him going about his duties as a
Librarian feel that here at least is one whom
age cannot wither. Well, we have had to
bow to the inevitable and to reconcile our-
selves to doing without him as a member of
our staff. I can-hardly do justice to his
merits in the brief review of his career which
alone is possible in our Annual Report. He
came here having made his mark as a Profes-
sor of English and a Priacipal in St. Joseph’s
Trichy. And now in his retirement, we are
happy to say not complete-—his memory is
enshrined in the loving hearts of his numer-
ous alumni as that of an excellent Professor,
a model of devotion to duty, and above all,
as a real father whose sole concern was the wel-
fare of the young men committed to his care.

Fr. A. M. Antoniswamy is another who has
had to retire owing to age. His heart is pre-
eminently young but this argument does not
appeal to the University. Students of Loyola
who have had the good fortune to receive
instruction from him, remember with pleasure
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"how the most forbidding problems and theses
in Logic had no terror for them, because of
the clarity of the Father’s elucidation and the
rich variely of explanatory illustrations and
examples. We wish him all happiness in his
well earned resi. Mr. Divien, our Lecturer
in French, has left us also. Belloc used to
boast that on the gate of heaven one can
see the legend “Ici on parle Francais”,
French is spoken here. Mr. Divien’s lads
did indeed find French a heavenly language,
in the sense that they found it as hard to
master as it is difficult to get to heaven. Their
lecturer, however, always succeeded in the
long run in making his wards appreciate the
celestial beauty of the language.
Mr. K. S. Anantanarayana Iyer, lecturer
in Mathematics, whose services extended over
. twenty six years, also has retired. The
farewell party organised by his students
bore testimony to the esteem in which
he was held by them. Students and chiefly
the members of the staff, miss very much the
genial presence of Mr. Vedantaramanujam,
who achieved the rare distinction of retiring
as a mere tutor. To all these and other for-
- mer members of the staff who have left us,
we wish to convey our sincerest gratitude.

" The new men who have been appointed to
the staff need not be mentioned individually,
but I cannot pass by without notice the

"appointment of Fr. Joseph Pallithanam as
Vice-Principal. Our superiors have once
again “done the thing”, because they could not
have found a man better fitted, intellectually
and physically, for the task of helping the
Principal. His wards in the Hostel will
testify willingly, if not with pleasure, to his
thoroughness and efficiency as a disciplinarian.
To him and the other fresh arrivals T extend
n_cordial welcome.

Our record of successes in the University
Ezaminations was as high as ever and
uniformly good in all branches. I must, how-
ever, bring to your special notice our achieve-
ments in some particular groups. Cent-per-
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cent passes were secured in Mathematics -
Honours and Post-graduate courses, the Post-
graduate course in Economics, B.Com.
(Hons.), B.Sc. (Hons.) (Subsidiary), B.Sc.
(Hons.) English. In Economics (Hons.) two
boys failed, and only one B.Sc. (Hons.) in
the second Part. Mr. Madhavan won the
first place in the University in Economics
(Hons.), Mr. N. S. Gnanapragasam in B.Sc.
(Hons.) Chemistry, Mr. S. Rajagopalan in
Commerce (Hons.). In addition Mr. Madha-
van wins the Norton Prize, and Mr. N. §.
Gnanapragasam, the Pattabirama Medal.
Mr. N. Govindan Kutty, who stands second
in the University in Economics (Hons.), is
awarded the G. D. Vaidyaraman Prize.

Though 60% is the minimum for a first
class in the Intermediate now, 92 out of 229
in the Mathematics Group, and 12 out of 66
in the Natural Science group were placed in
the first division. In the Humanities groups
there was not a single first class; and we do
not expect any improvement even in future
years, so long as examiners in those groups
refuse to give up their exaggerated strictness
in valuation, and their reluctance to award
marks as their confreres in the other
groups do.

The Chemistry Department tqok part, as
usual, in the conduct of the Inter-Collegiate
Chemistry Honours and Post-graduate lec-
tures, and of the M.Sc. Physical Chemistry .
Course for the University. In the research
section four .scholars submitted their theses,
two for Ph.D.; and iwo for M.Sc. Financial
help has been sanctioned for the second time
by the Board of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial research, New Delhi, for a research
project for preparing plastic material from
Indian turpentine oil. ‘

In collaboration with the Indian Institute
of Social Order, Poona, this College conduct-
ed last year a Diploma Course in Social
Service for 60 students. The course consisted
of 2 hours practical work every week, and
3 bours of instruction on the following sub-
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jects: Sociology and Social Psychology,
Social Economics, Rural Economics, Politics,
Juvenile Delinquency, and Civil and Criminal
Law. We wish to place on record our in-
debtedness to Fr. C. Clump, S.J., of Poona,
who lectured on Sociology and Social Psy-
chology, to Mr. A. Dorai Raj, B.A,, BL,
and to Mr. S. John Savarinathan, Inspector
of European Schools, who lectured on Law
and Juvenile Delinquency respectively.

The Loyola College Social Service League
reports another year of useful activity. It is
divided into four units. The Medical Unit
affords medical relief in neighbouring places,
visiting them twice a week, They are gener-
ously seconded in their work by four surgeons,
to whom we tender our sincere thanks. The
Health Unit supplies for six days in the week
milk to about 200 children. The Adult Edu-
cation Unit conducts night schools in four
different centres, and the Health TUnit
organises games and feasts for children.

As usual the period immediately preceding
the election of the Office-bearers of the
Students’ Union was characterised by great
excitement, which, however, did not prevent
our students from exercising their vote intelli-
gently. The present Office-bearers, Mr,
Gopalakrishnan the President and Mr. Robin
the Secretary, have fully justified their choice
by their untiring and successful work.

The Union inaugurated its activities with
a talk by Rajaji, who availed himself of the
opportunity to make an appeal for the Gandhi
Memorial Fund. The response was magnifi-
cent. As result of a special film show, “The
Voice of India”, the life of Gandhiji, the sum
of Rs. 1,200 was realised.

Another event which calls for special men-
tion is the Independence Day Celebration,
over which the Hon’ble Sri C. Subramaniam
presided. .

The Tamil Kazhagam celebrated Bharati
Day; and our Chief Minister who presided
over the function, must have carried away
very pleasant impressions of the way in which
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the meeting was conducted. Thiruvalar Raju
Kannu, Professor in Tamil, Government Arts
College, delivered the address. The Fine Arts
Association was lucky to get Mrs. Mona
Hensman, the Principal of Ethiraj College, to
speak at their first meeting.

Among the activities of the Economics
Association pride of place must be given to
the excellent inaugural address of Mr. Lobo
Prabhu. The Association held the Inter-
Collegiate Debate for the Alagappa Chettiar
Rolling Trophy. Our students were adjudged
second best, yielding place to the superior
eloquence and knowledge of the competitors
from Tambaram.

Sri Pattabhirama Rao, the Education
Minister of Andhra State, was kind enough
to start the activities of the Andhra Vang-
maya Samithi, while Sri V. V. Giri did the.
same for the Commerce Association.

I have reserved to the end the very p'easant
duty of publicly expressing our gratitude to
the members of the Staff. If the public
appreciate the work done by Loyola, un-
doubtedly the credit in a large measure goes
to the Professors, Lecturers, Tutors and
Demonstrators in the various Departments.
Theirs is a hidden ministry, but the fruits of
their success and loyal labours cannot be
hidden. It is my duty also to record my
appreciation of the excellent conduct of our
students. Decent gentlemanly behaviour in
and out of the class-room is, I can truthfully
claim, the badge of the Loyola family.

And now, Your Eminence, my task is done.
I wish once more before concluding to thank
you for coming here. Your visit has been at
the cost, I fear, of great sacrifice, chiefly
because of your recent illness, but the good
you have done us certainly outweighs it. The
memory of your presence with us will be a
constant source of inspiration, reminding us .
that like you, but in a humbler way, we too
may strive to build up India’s greatness,
impelled by love of God and brotherly
charity.
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HIS EMINENCE’S SPEECH

Knowing that the audience were more eager
to listen to the speech by His Eminence than
to a dry catalogue of academic successes,
which they would find in due time in the
College Annual, the Principal cut short that
part of his Report, and invited the guest to
address the audience. As the Cardinal ross
{o speak, silence fell upon the hall, Speaking
in a loud, clear voice, which could be dis-
tinctly heard in every part of the large hall,
without a trace of effort, thought thronging
upon thought, he kept the audience spell-
bound for well over half an hour. So far as
the Beriram Hall is concerned, the Gospel
words “He spoke as no man ever spoke
before” could be applied to the Cardinal.

Tribute to Loyola Coillege

His Eminence recalled how from his boy-
hood, he might have said from his infancy
but for the fact that he had his primary edu-
cation in a convent school, he owed his train-
ing to the Jesuits. Yet in spite of all that
training His Eminence said that he had not
become a Jesuit—of course had he become
one, he would almost certainly not have been
made a Cardinal. He was, however, “one of
the few observers outside the ranks of the
Society”. He paid a glowing tribute to the
Jesuit Fathers and the members of the Staff,
who by their unstinted and self-sacrificing
work have educated generation after genera-
tion of students, who have made a name in
every department and every walk of life all
over the country.

The Cardinal then paid a tribute to the
generation of students whose lives had been
formed, fashioned and moulded within the
walls of Loyola. Loyola had established
certain traditions, and by these its progress
could be judged. These had enabled it to
establish another Loyola—the New Loyola at
Vijayawada—which will also reflect the
Loyola traditions of academic proficiency.
Madras Loyola has been able to give a Rector
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and a Principal to her new-born sister, Andhra
Loyola. His Eminence wished both the Old
and the New Loyola every prosperity. “May
these institutions grow from strength to
strength, not only to their own glory, but to
the great intellectual progress also of our
Motherland. )

Progress without Tradition is a Danger

Addressing the students His Eminence
advised them to be loyal to the traditions of
the College. In their anxiety for progress in
the ma‘erial sphere, he warned them not to
overlook the noble tradition of the College
and of thrir country. “Every country, parti-
cularly India with her new-found freedom; is
anxious to make progress,—progress in every
sphere of the naion’s activities: material,
economic and political. But my dear friends,
in thkat process of experimentation, there is
this danger that modern progress may make
little of traditions.”

Referring to the astounding progress made
by certain nations within a short period, His
Eminence remarked that the price paid was
indeed very high, namely the sacrifice of
spiritual values. “Sometimes our country
has sent delegations to certain countries, and
they have come back with glorious reports
of what has been achieved in those countries
in the material sphere; and we ask them in
return, at what cost, at what price? Does
the end justify the means? Can you have
material progress if you make short work of
moral and spiritual values? Can you have
material progress at the sacrifice of man’s
sacred individuality?” )

Our Heritage -

His Eminence then made a strong appeal
to the students -to preserve the rich heritage
which we possess in India. He advocated
progress in every sphere, but not that pro-
gress which ignores the noble traditions of the
country, since this would mean a leap in the
dark. “We do not want to go the way of
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certain nations; we want progress, but at the
same time we want to save all those things,
our noble traditions, that have stood to our
credit down the centuries, and we should like
to retain them and increase their splendour.
I plead for the progress of this country, that
type of modern progress which at the same
time will take in the value of those traditions
that stand to cur credit.”

“The eyes of the world,” the Cardinal

observed, “are turned towards India. The
world is interested in what is happening in
India, and is anxious to know whether in the
process of experimentation we can save and
enrich our spiritual values.”
- Speaking of family life, the Cardinal re-
marked that even though everywhere parti-
cular reference was made to the nobility and
the sacredness of ‘the family and our glorious
traditions in regard to them, yet it was
deplorable that by recent Bills in Parliament
attempts were being made to thwart the dig-
nity and sacredness of marriage.

Christianicy and ke Work of Missionaries

Addressing the non-catholics studying in
the College, His Eminence drew their atten-
tion to the statement of our beloved Prime
Minister, Pundi¢ Nehru, “that Christianity
was one of the honoured religions of this
country.” It was part and parcel of the
national life of our land, and its roots went
back 2,000 years, to the times of the Apostles.
“The Catholic Church,” His Eminence added,
“is doing, has done and will continue to do,
by the grace of God for this country what
it has done for other countries.”

The Cardinal then paid a tribute to-the
work done by Christian Missionaries in India.
They were the foremost in the promotion of
the siudy of Indian languages and of Indian
att. He hoped that in India, the land of
hospitality, the restrictions placed on foreign
missionaries would be withdrawn, and the
missionaries would be given facilities to carry
on . the good work they have been doing.
“India has had glorious traditions of genero-
sity and hospitality, and I pray that in spite
of the fact that at present restrictions in an
increasing manner are imposed, our benign
Government some day will see how necessary

it is for the interests of our national life to

throw the country’s deors wide open to all
men and women of good will, who are
coming here, and will come here, to spend
themselves in the service of our Mother-
land.”

In conclusion, His Eminence exhorted the
students to train themselves, while they had
the opportunities, to be good leaders. He had
no advice to give ‘o those who were born
leaders, but only to those who would find
themselves suddenly in such circumstances as
would force them ‘o assume leadership. To
be a leader one need not be highly intellectu-
ally gifted. But such qualities as unselfish-
ness, determination to work, forbearance with
the difficulties of men and of the nation as a
whole, are absolutely essential.

The Fine Arts section of the College then
entertained His Eminence and the others
present by putting on the boards “Tke
Scheming Lieutenant” by Sheridan.

THE GREATNESS AND LITTLENESS OF HUMAN LIFE
“ Even though the days as they go be slow, and laden with many events, or with
sorrows or dreariness, lengthening them out and making them tedious, yet the year passes
quick though the hours tarry, and time bygone is as a dream, though we thought it

would never go while it was going.”

NEWMAN

LOYOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL 1955



MEETING OF THE C.S.U.

Sunday the 17th October, Loyola had the
privilege of welcoming His Eminence once
more. - But this time he addressed a more
homogeneous audience, the Catholic students
from all the City Colleges. It seemed as if
he bad polarized the clouds, for the heavy
rains which we had experienced just before
the visit, were softened down to a few show-
ers, which gradually died out.

In a brief yet well thought out address,
Mr. George Fernandez, the President of the
Loyola unit of the C. S. U., welcomed His
Eminence, and traced the progress of the
Catholic University Federation from its in-
fant stage, as the Young Men’s Guild in
1924, up to its full grown stage as the All
India Catholic University Students’ Federa-
tion in 1948, which is recognized by the

Hierarchy as the official organ of University

Catholic Action in India.

Nuns’ Role

Addressing the Catholic students, His
Eminence expressed his satisfaction at the
great progress of Catholic Action in India.
It was most encouraging, he said, that more
and more Nuns to-day were leaving their cells
and entering public life. He emphasized the
need of Nuns “taking charge of young wo-
men nowadays, because our personal experi-
ence is that we bave more headaches from
young women today than from young men.”

Naturalism, a Challenge

“Naturalism,” His Eminence continued,
“is one of the greatest contemporary enemies
of true progress. There is a real challenge,
the challenge of naturalism in life and culture.
It is said of our young men who go abroad
for study, that they return minus their faith
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and interest in religion.” He was not suxr-
prised, he added, “that the national leaders
should have sensed this danger, and cons-
tantly reminded us that a secular State did
not mean the negation of religion, a godless
State.”

Application of Catholic Principles

Since, today, the main attack was aimed
at fundamental principles, His Eminence
warned University students to be conversant
with Catholic principles. He exhorted them
to make use of the treasures which they bave

-in the large output of Catholic Literature on

various subjects. Even in the fields of Law,
Medicine and Economics, men ought to be
guided by Catholic principles. In this con-
nection. His Eminence stressed the im-
portance of having a good knowledge of the
Papal Encyclicals. These guides would help
us to solve the various problems of modern
life.

* * *

Like all good things the Cardinal's visit
to the College and the City came to an end.
Whatever audience he addressed, His Emin-
ence impressed his hearers—students of ail
creeds in the Bertram Hall, citizens of Mad-
ras in their thousands on the S.LAA. -
grounds—with a sense of the breadth of his
sympathies, comprehensive outlook upon
national and international affairs, genuine
regard and friendliness for all men, and deep
loyalty to the Motherland. No wonder
Dr. Cherian, addressing him on behalf of the
citizens of Madras, should have said “that
His Eminence had stolen the hearts of Mad-
ras.”

R. SEQUEIRA, S.J.



PRIZE WINNERS

UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS, 1954

GOLD MEDALISTS

The Bertram Gold Medal (Mathematics Honours)

The T. P. Norohna Gold Medal (Economics Honours)

The Quinn Gold Medal (B.A. English)

The Sundaram Iyer Gold Medal (B.A. Mathematics) .

The Honoré Gold Medal (B.Sc. Physics)

The Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar Gold Medal (B. Sc.
Chemistry) .

The Leigh Gold Medal (Intermedlate Englxsh) .

The Dr. E. V. Srinivasan Gold Medal (Intermedlate
Chemistry)

The K. Rama Rao Gold Medal (Imermedlate Physms)

SILVER MEDALISTS

B.Com. (Honours)

The Steenkiste Medal (Pohtlcs)

B.Sc. Honours (Chemistry)

The Kumararajah of Chettinad Medal (B Com. Pass)
B Sc. Botany

B.A. DEGREE

Mathematics .. .. .. -
Economics .. - . ..
Tamil

Telugu R .-

Sanskrit .. .

French .. ..

INTERMEDIATE

Mathematics
Natural Science
Modern History
Indian History
Tamil .
Telugu

Malayalam

Sanskrit (The Ramachandra Sastry Medal)
French .
Hindi

R. Swaminathan

A. Madhavan

Not awarded

P. S. Jagadish Chandran
K. Gurumurthi

. Rajagopalan
. R. Chari

v
P
A. P. Joshi
G. 8. Thirumalai

Rajagopalan
Madhavan

S. Gnanapragasam
Parthasarathy
Padmanabhan

orRZP®

. Krishnamurthi
Devakumar
Venugopal

V. Narasimhan
Janakiraman

. J. N. A. Xavier

BUOVER

A. P. Joshi

Zabur Ahmed

S. M. Ali Mohamed
V. Ramakrishnan
M. Seshadri

B. Bhaskar Rao

V. A Job

G. S. Thirumalai
Audré Velou

A. P. Joshi

INTER-COLLEGIATE EXAMINATION IN RELIGION
CONDUCTED BY THE CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL

COUNCIL OF S. INDIA

Silver NMedal

S. J. Coelho
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IV Honours

v B.C’c,)m. Honours
IV B.Sc. Honours
111 Honours

k23

III B.Com. Honours
III B.Sc. Honours
II1 B.Sc. (Pass)

Physics
I1I B.Sc. (Pass)

Chemistry
III B.Sc. (Pass)

Botany
III B.Com. (Pass)
III B.A.

COLLEGE EXAMINATIONS 1954

Mathematics
Economics ..
Commerce .
Chemistry y
Mathematics
Economics PR ‘e
Commerce
Chemistry
(The Darbha
Medal)
(The Sundararamler Medal)

Rama Sastry

English .
Tamil -
Telugu

Malayalam

Sanskrit .
French .
Mathematics (1—b)
Mathematics (ii-a)
Economics (iv-b)

JUNIOR INTERMEDIATE

English (The Krishna Iyer Medal)
Tamil
Telugu .. ..
Malayalam e e e
Sanskrit .. .
French
Hindi -
Mathematics (The
Jeevandas Medal)
Natural Science (The Rama—
subbier Medal) .
History (B-1)
History (B-2) (The Ganesa
Iyer and Swaminatha Iyer
Medal) . ..

~

Ha.nsr'a.j

Commerce .. ..
CATHECHISM
Senior .. .
Junior ..
SCRIPTURE
P. A. Sundararajan
ETHICS

Honours Classes
Degree Classes
Intermediate ..

)
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K. Varadarajan

S. J. G. Coelho

S. K. Abdul Allam
L. G. Subrahmanian
A. Srinivasa Rao
R. Narayanan

N. Vaghulaparanam
N. T. Srinivasan

C. Ramahngeswara Sarma

A.'R. Subrahmanian
P. S. Ramakrishnan

R. Natarajan

S. Antony Pillai

M. Narayanasamy
K. Ramakrishna

Rama Kumaran Nambiar

T. Venkatakrishnan

J. A. Mervyn Miranda
T, Venkatakrishnan

N. Ramamurthi

K. Ramakrishna

V. Chandramouli

V. Chandramouli

K. Doraisamy Naidu
F. V. George

S. Rajagopalan

E. Divien

N. G. Dhansukh

S. Rajagopalan
M. R. Jayasanker

"P. S. Ramamurthy

V. Chandramouli

. V. V. Nagarajan

-J. A. Samuels

W. C. Peters

N. Rajagopalan

S. Viswanathan

P. Gopalakrishna

C. Meenakshisundaram



UNIVERSITY EXAMINATION RESULTS, MARCH 1954
M.A. DEGREE
BRANCH 1 MATHEMATICS
Rank Third Class
6 -Rammohana Rao, T.
7 Thomas P. Mathai
BRANCH IV ECONOMICS
Rank Second Class
9 Monterio, A. D.
15 George Mathew
BA. (Honours): FINAL
BRANCH I MATHEMATICS

Rank First Class Rank Second Class Rank  Third Class

15 R. Swaminathan 2 P, S. Ramachandran 5 P. S. Raman ‘

23 S. Ganesan 7 L. Janakiraman 8 _ P. S. Parasuraman
‘ 11 K. Thiagarajan 19 K. Krishnaswami

17 P. Gopalakrishnan

20 C. S. Sankaran

20 N. Venkatasubrahman-
van

BRANCH IV ECONOMICS

Rank First Class Rank Second Class—Conid. Rank  Third Class

¥ A. Madhavan . 19 Murari Rau, P. 95 Thirumalai, S.

2 Govindankutti, M 20 Vijayasekharan, T. U.” 8 Sridbaran, A. R.

4 Ramadorai, B. 22 Arulappa, S. - 13  Alexander, M. A.

24  Chandramouli, K. 35 Sundararajan, M.
Rank Second Class 25 Irudayam, V. 71 Subrahmanyan, M. K.
34 Sundaramurthi, V.- 83 Sivakumaran, S.

2 Sankaranarayanan, M. 55 McIniyre, K. P. 84 Anantha Rao, G.

2 Santhi, S. 69 Ramakrishnan, P. 'V,

4 Viswanatbhan, N, 75 Venkataramana

6 Ramakrishna, R. . Sharma, K.

12 Santiago, S. 88 Narayanan, M. K.

18 Nagarajan, S. 95 Antony Kuriala, K. J.

R B.A. (Honours) ;: PRELIMINARY

Alexandersamy, A. Mohan Hegde, XK. Sankaranarayanan, R.
Annamalai, "A. - Nagesam, N. V. Saranyan, K.
Augustine, T. A, Narasimham, R, Seshadri, C. A.
Balan, S. Narayanan, R. Somasundaram, T.
Balasubrahmanyan, V. Natarajan, G. ' Srinivasan, R,
Belliappa, P. M. Pakkiam, C. Srinivasa Rao, A.
Desikan, V. K. Papoo, M. V. Thangavelu, R.
Gopalan, M. R. Ramachandran, P, N. Thirthagiri, V.
Guruswami, M. S.- Ramasubralmanyan, K. Thomas V. At akadvil
Krishnan, S. Sambamurthi, S. Vaidyanathan, K.
Krishnan, V. ‘ Sankaran, N. Venkataraman. T. V.

‘ Venkataramani, S.
10 LOYOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL 1955
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Rank  First Class

1 Gnanapragasam, N. S.

4 Rajappa, S.
8 Balakrishnan, C. N.

Albuquerque, R. E. G.
Jacob, A. B.
Kasinathan, C. S.

Balasubrahmanyan, K.
Desikan, P.
Ganesan, A. V.
Jeyachandran, P.

Rank First Class

Rajagopalan, S.
Sankaran, S. R.
Bhawarlal, A.
Vasudeva Nayak, P.
Krishnan, C. E.
Krishnamurthi, A. V.

R = O W

Chandrasekaran, K.
George, 5.
Gopalakrishnan, K
Govindan, V.

Jagadish Chandra, G. K.
Kitto, K. F. .

Achutharayan, R.
Adil Vadoliwala, S.
Alfred Jeyaraj, G.
Amritlal, T.
Azeem, S. A.
Balamithran, A.
Chandrasekhar, B.
Changalal Jain, M.
Dasarathan, V.

BSc. (Honours): FINAL
Chemistry ‘Main
Second Class
Vaz, A. W. B.
Nagarajan, V.
Lakshmanasankar, T.
Subrahmanyan, S.
Rajagopalan, T. S.
Vaz, S. F. J.
Pushparaj, S

Rank

[~ W7 W

-0 0

‘1
1

Rank Second Class—Conid, - -

13 Nagarajan, K.
14 Krishnamurthi, S
15 Srinivasan, A.
Rank  Third Class-

2 Francis Joseph, S.

BSc. (Honowrs): SUBSIDIARY

Krishnaswami, V.
Monteiro, H. A.
Sankaran, V.

B.Sc. (Honours)

PART I—ENGLISH

Jayaraman, H.
Kirubhakaran, R.
Pattabhiraman, T. R.
Saldanha, F. E.

B.Com. (Honours) :
Rank

FINAIL,
Second Class

Mathew; -P. J. -
Rangaswami, K. A.
Balakumar, S.
Valasubrahmanyan, M.
Venkataraman, K.
Rangarajan, A. V.
Snell, I. C.

O 00~ O\ e

B.Com, (Honours): PART 1

Margabanthu, K
Mohamed Abubacker
Moorthi, S. S.
Rajagopalan, N
Rajamani, R.
Sankaranarayanan, S.

B.Com. (Pass): PART I

Deenadayaly, M.-
Easwar Rao, A. K.
Hastimal, K. '
Jacob John, K..

John Robin, C. J. -
Krishnaswami, R.
Kumarakrishnan, K. S
Madhavan, K. . .
Md. Ismail Sait, S.
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Subramanyan, L. G. ‘
Subramanyan, S. V.
Viswanathan, N.

Srinivasan, N. T.
Srinivasan, V. S.
Venkatakrishnan, S.
Venkatarayan, S. A.

Rank Second Class—Contd.
11 Arokiaswami, S.

17 Waddington, B. S.

18 Vasudevan, M. P,

Rank Third Class

3 Natarajan, E.

Subramanyan, P.
Suresh Rao, G.
Swaminathan, S. .
Vagulabaranan, N.
Vasudevan, S. V.

Narayanan, D.
Narayanan, S.
Narayanan, S. L.
Natarajan, R.
Natarajan, R.
Natarajan, S.
Parthasarathi, T. R.
Rajagopal Rao, V. N.
Ramachandran,” R

1



Raman, S. V.

Ramanatha Rao, T. D.
Ramarathnam, N. C,
Ramesh Rao, K. P.
Ranganathan, J.

Raphael Reddi, K.,
Seshadri, S.

Seshadri Narasimhan, K. R.

Tamil
Balasubrahmanyan, M. V.
Felix Ryan, A.
Parthasarathy, R.
Pattabhiraman, R.
Ramanathan, N.
Santhapam, P. B.
Sriraman, K. V.
Naganatha Subramaniam
Veeraraghavan, V.

" Venkataraghavan, R.

Telugu
Narayan Ayyangar, K.
Samuel Iswariah

Rank  Second Class

4 Parthasarathi, R.
6 Narayan Ayyangar, K.

B.Com. (Pass) : PART I—(Contd.)

Sivaramakrishnan, H.
Srinivasamurthi, M.
Srinivasan, K. A.
Sundararaj, A. M.
Sundaresan, R.
Suresh Rao, U.
Thiagarajan, V. M.
Udayachala Rao, K.

B.Com, (Pass): PART Ul

Hindi

Balasubrahmanyan, C.

Giri, R. V. ‘

Gopalakrishnan, K.

Gopalan, K.

Jeevarathnam, K. V.

Krishnaswami, R.-

- Narasimhan, E. S.

Padmanabhan, P. S.
Prabhakara Rao, M.
Rajagopalan, A.
Ramachandra Rao, B.
Rangaswami, C. ’
Sadasivam, T. A,
Sadasivan, V.
Subashchandran, R.

B.Com. (Pass) : PART III
Rank Third Class—Ctmtd.

86 Balasubrahmanyan,

M.V

86 Ramachandra Rao, B.
Rank  Third Class 90 Ramanathan, N.

93 Sadasivan, V.
19 Subramanyan, V. E. 110 Venkataraman, M. S.
34 Subrahmanyan, N. 126 Krishnaswami, R.
35 Santhanam, P. B. 138 Rangaswami, C.
46 Madangopal Damani, G.153 Sadasivam, T. A.
65 Ahmed Sait 168 Jagannath, K.
73 Narasimhan, E. S. 187 Venkataraghavan, R.
82 Pattabhiraman, R. 203 Gopalakrishnan, K.
83 Naganathar Subra- 223 Balasubrahmanyan, C.

maniam 228 Gopalan, K.

Ananthachari, T.
Arjunan, B.

Aryl, F. S,

Ayyana Raja, A.
Balasingam, K.
Balasubrahmanyan, N. G.
Balasundaram, D. ‘

12

, Rank

Vaidyanathan, K. S.
Vaithyanathan, S.
Venkatakrishnan, G.
Venkataraman, C. V.
Venkat Rao, U. K.
Visweswara Naidu, I,

' Xavier, S.

Subbu, S. V.
Subrahmanyan, N.
Subrahmanyan, V. E.
Venkataraman, M. S.

French
Ahmed Sait o
Anthonyswami, M. C. A,
Jagannath, K.
Krishnaswami, R.
Mohamed Musa Sait
Sadasivam, M.

) German
De Rebello, M. P,

Third Class—Contd.

Subaschandran, R.
Padmanabhan, P. S.
Sadasivam, M.
Subby, S. V.

Giri, R. V.
Vasudevan, M. A.
Anthonyswami, M. C. A.
Sriraman, K. V.
Mohamed Musa Sait
Veeraraghavan, V.
Krishnan, T. V.
Jeevarathnam, K, V.
Krishnamurthi, G.
Felix Ryan, A,

228
237
237
285
301
312
312
321
321
355
355
394
402
402

B.Sc. DEGREE : PART I-—ENGLISH

Barrado, C. H.
Byrne, H.

Connor, D. A.
Dhanushkoti, G. V.
Fernandez, W. J.
George, K.

George, K. M.

Gopalan Nayar, V. S.
Gopalasami, V.

Gopal, M.
Gowrishankar, C. D.
Harihara Shastri, T.
Javanteeswaran, T. S. .
Joseph Thomas
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BSc. DEGREE: PART I—ENGLISH—(Contd.)

Kaniyalal Talakchand Shah
Kothandaraman, C.
Krishnamurthi, R
Krishnan, S.
Kulasekharan, S.
Lakshmanan, A, V.
Lakshmanan, C. M.
Lewis, E. J.
Mahadeva Sarma, V.
Mammen, K. E.
Mani, A.

Manicka Chetty, D
Margabandhu, V. V.
Nagarajan, J.
Narayana Ayyar, K. S.
Narayanan, T. K.
Narayanaswami, T. R.
Natarajan, K.

Nihar Ziauddin
Padmanaban, K.
Palaniappan, A. V.
Parankusan, C. P.
Parthasarathi, E. K.
Parthasarathi, S.
Prabhakar Rae, K.

First Class .
Gurumurthi, K.
Santhanagopalan, S. G.
Subrahmanyan, K.
Gopalan, V.

Raman, P. L.
Venkataraman, A.
Subbiah, L.
Purushothaman, C.
Srinivasan, T. R.
Venkitachalam, K.
Ramanujam, V.

Md. Mukarurairam Al
Ajit Nanda Kumar

Rank
22
24
35
39
41
48
56
60
60
75
89

103

105

First Class
Rajagopalan, V.
Sampath Kumar, S.
Krishnamurthi, P
Subrahmanyan, T. N.
Srinivasan, R.

Rank
16
50
52
71
75

Prasada Rao, B. V. S,
Purvez, A. 1.

Raja, K.

Rajagopalan, K. A.
Ramachandran, S.
Ramakrishpan, P. S.
Ramalingeswara Sarma, C.
Raman, B.

Raman, V.
Ramanathan, R

Rama Raja Bushanam, P.
Ramasami, K.
Ramasivan, V.
Ramaswarup, C.
Ranganathan, R
Rangarajan, R,
Rangasami C. Perumal
Sadasivam, K. S
Samuel, J. A.
Sankaran, L. K.
Santhanam, J.
Santhanam, P. S.
Santhanam, R.
Sarangarajan, S. N.
Satxschandra Nayak, N.

B.Sc. PART H—PHYSICS

Rank

105
112
124
133
138
154
154
154

Gopalakrishnan, V.
Jayarama, C. R.
Nissar Ahamad, N.
Sampatbkumar, S.
George, T. J.
Rangan, C. S.
Prahlad, V. N.
Sankaran, K.
Rank  Second Class

11 Ramamohan Mankikar
11 Ravi, P.

BSc. PART I—-CHEMISTRY

Rank  Second Class
2 Sunder Rao, P. N.
2 Venkateswara Rao, N.
16 Rangarajan, N.
47 Varadarajan, S.
62 Subrahmanyan, V.
73 Tirupatirayudu, K.
82 Mamamurthi, R
133 Parthasarathi, R.
143 Raman, K.

LOYOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL 1959

First Class—Contd.

Sebastian, M. C.
Sebastian, T. J.
Selvaraj, R.

Shankar Bhat, B.
Sitaramayya, T.
Sivaramakrishna Ayyar, S.
Sriramakrishna, M.
Subrahmanian, A. R.
Subrahmanyan, G.
Subramania Ayyar, D.
Sundaram, K. S.
Surendran, G.
Thyagarajan, N.
Uthappa, K. P.
Vanchalingam, K.
Venkatachalam, S.
Venkatachalam, V.
Venkataraman, S.
Venkateswara Rao, E.
Verghese, K. V.
Verghese Joseph
Vijayakumar, P.
Viswanathan, S.
Viswanathan, T. S.
Yuvaraj, R. J.

Rank Second Class—Contd.
32 Veeranjaneyaswami, A
49 Benjamin, P.

59 Sjtharaman, M. R.

64 Kothandaraman. V. C
71 XKumaraswami, T.

90 Ivan Charles Perera

92 Jamburatnam, M. R.
117 Gopalakrishnan, D.

118 Kalyanaraman, C.

Third Class
Nanjappa,r C.B

Third Class
Krishnamurthi, V. R,
Ramanathan, T. M.
Xavier, R. J. F.

Jose Francis Pa’athinkal
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Rank  First Class
1 Padmanabhan, D.

Rank  Second Class

25 Radhakrishnan, R.
43 Ramji, M. V.

B.Sc. PART H—BOTANY

“'Third Class .
Chandrasekharan, T. S.
Gabriel Miranda, S.
Ganapathi, B. M.

Gnanam, A. .
Govinda Menon, U.
John, N. G.

Kabali, V. M.

B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION

Third Class—Contd.
Kalirajan, R.
Lakshmmarayanan,'l’ N.
Sachindran, N
Sundararajan, V.
Venkatanarasimhulu Chetu,
Venkataraya Pai, K.

PART I—ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

Rank  Second Class
12 Rajagopalan, K. V.

Third Class

Janakiraman, S.
Krishnamurthi, R.

Muthusubrahmanyan, M: V.,

Narayanan, G.
Rajagopal, B.
Krishnamurti, S.
Janakiraman, S.
Srinivasan, K.
Sundareswaran, K.
Jagadishchandra, P. S.
Michael Ignatius, G.
-Narasimhan, S. R
Kuttaya, K. M.
Srinivasan, R.
Srinivasan, S. R.
Venkateswaran, M.
Abdul Karim, A.
Amalanathan, .
Chandramouli, M. V.
Devakumar, A.
George Ignatius
Guha Prasad, R.
Jayaraman, T. N.
Joseph Ignatius
Parthasarathi, R.
Ramackandran, S.

Rank  Second Class
6 Venugopal, S.
63 Somasundaram, V. R.

102 Raman, S. T.

122 Krishnamurthi, R.

122 Muthusubrahmanyan,
M. V.

14

Third Class—Contd.
Raman, S. T.
Rodrigo, 8. V.
Sadasivam, B.
Sambandam, M.
Srinivasan, V.
Sundaram, K. R.
Sundararajan, N.
Theodore, B.
Thiagarajan, U,
Thomas, D. V.
Venugopal, S.
Vinayakam, D,
Viswanathan, N. R.
Balakrishnados, G.
Joji Reddi, K
Krishnamurthi, P
Narasimhan, G. V.
Narasimha Rao, N. L.
Ramakrishna Reddl
Abraham, P. J.
Joseph, N. T.
Kerala Varma, D.
Bhanu, V. M,
Nandan Trasy
Narayanan, S.
Rajendran, R.
Ravindranathan, N. G.
Syed Muneer Ahmed
Venkata Rao, K.
Krishnamurthi, S.

PART II-LANGUAGE
Tamil
Rank  Second Class

122 Shanmugasundaram, N,

122 Subrahmanyan, S.

Third Class
Janakiraman, S.
Lakshmipathi, N. R.

LOYOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL 1955

Third Class—Contd.:
Narayanaswami, V.
Padmanabhan; K. P.
Ramadoss, R.-
Santhanam, T.
Subrahmanyan, -A.
Vaidyanathan, T.
Crasto, F. T.

Fernandez, C. G.
George, K. P.
Marie Joseph Noel Antony
Xavier
Mounissami, D.
Narasimhan, S.
Prabhakar, N.
Ramanujam, S.
Ramasubrahmanyam, T. A.
Santhanam, X, V.
Santhappa Shenai, K
Thomas Mathew, C.
Bernard, K. F.
Paul, L. A. P.
Belliappa, M. B.
Narayanan, G.
Sankaralingam, V. K.
Nagendran, M. S.
Papiah, M. X,
Jacob, V. T.
Raj Inder Lal

Third Class—Contd.
Narayanan, G.
Pandurangan, R,
Parthasarathi, R.
Ramachandran, S.
Ramu, N.

Rangaswami, S.



PART I—TAMIL—THIRD CLASS—(Contd.)

Rodrigo, S: V.
Sadasivam, B.
Sambandam, M,
Sastha, N.
Sethunarayanan, K.
Rajagopal, B.
Rajaram, P.
Ramanathan, T. B.
Ram Mohan, V. N,
Samiguruappan, A.
Jagadishchandra, P. S.
Kasinathan, P. R.
Michael Ignatius, G,
Narasimban, S." R.
Radhakrishnan, A. R,
Ramakoti, K. V.
Appa Rao, K.

Rank Second Class

10 Narasimhan, G. V.
17 Lakshmanna, C.

Rank  Second Class
36 Kurian, K. C.

Rank  Second Class
7 Deepchangd, G.

Rank First Cléss
6 Janakiraman, S.

Rapk Second Class

6 Santhanam, T.
32 Srinivasan, R.

Padmanabhan, K.
Abdul Karim, A.
Amalanathan, L.
Srinivasan, V.
Subbiah, K. G.
Sundaram, K. R.
Sundaram, V. R.
Sundararajam, N.
Theodore, B.
Thiagarajan; U.
Themas, D. V.
Chandramouli, M. V. .
Christopher David, K.
Devakumar, A.

Guha Prasad, R.
Jayaraj, D.-
Jayaraman, T. N.

Telugn
Third Class

Krishnamurti, S.
Gangadhara Reddi, G: -
Joji Reddy, K.-
Krishnamurthi, D. C. V.

Malayalam

T}xird Class
Abraham, P. J.
Abraham Koshy
George, C. J.
Joseph, N. T.
Kurian, P. V.

Hindi
Third Class

Kuttaya, K. M.
Bhanu, V. M.
Dungerman, B.
Rajendran, R.

Sanskrit
_ Third Class .

Srinivasan, K.
Srinivasan, M. N.
Sundareswaran, K.
Srinivasan, S. R.~
Venkateswaran, M
Bharathi, J. -

LOYOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL 1955

John Antony Tilak Devotta
Joseph Ignatius )
Kandaswami, M.
Kannan, A. N.
Kannan, R.
Mathew, G. )
Moses Swamidoss, G.
Muthuswami, R. C.
Natarajan, S.
Vinayakam, D.
Viswanathan, N. R.
Karuppan, K. C.
Natarajan, C. S.
Selvaraj, G.
Nagendran, M. S.
Nayana Chetti, N.
Papiah, M. K.

Third Class—Contd;
Krishnamurthi, P.

Narasimha Rao, N. L.
Zahlam, P.

Third Class—Conid.

Ramakrishnan, K.
Antony, M. V.

David, T. J.

Jacab, V. T.

Pauravan Nayar, M. P.

Third Class—Conid.
Syed Muneer Ahmed

"Venkata Rao, K.
. Raj Inder Lal

Third Class—Contd.

Krishnamurthi, S.
Narayanaswami, V.
Padmanabhan, K. P.
Ramadoss, R.
Subrahmanyan, A.
Venkatachar, K. -
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French

Rank  First Class " Rank  Second Class Third Class
5 Marie Joseph Noel 2  Munuswami, D. Crasto, ¥. T.
Antony Xavier 6 Narasimhan, S. Ramanujam, S.
11 Thomas Mathew, C. 11 George, K. P.: Ramasubrahmanyam, T. A
) ~ 12 Prabhakar, N. Santhappa Shenai, K.

B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION
Part HI—Optional Groups

Group (i-b)—Mathematics

Rank  First Class Rank  Second Class Third Class

20 Krishnamurthi, R. 11 Srinivasan, K. Narayanan, G.

41 Janakiraman, S. 21 Krishnamurti, S. Pandurangan, R.

65 Muthusubrahmanyan, 59 Rajagopal, B. Ram Mohan, V. N.
M. V. ‘ 100 Lakshmipathi, N. R.  Samiguruappan, A.

78 Ramanathan, T. B. 116 Rajaram, P. Venkatarakan, G.

78 Janakiraman, S. Srinivasan, M. N.

Group (ii-a) Mathematics

Rank  First Class Rank Second Class Third Class
3 Jagadishchandra, P. S. 1 Venkataraman, S. Kasinathan, P. R.
17 Venkateswaran, M. 4 Varkey, P. D. Michael Ignatius, G.
8 Appa Rao, K. Radhakrishnan, A. R.
13 Narasimban, S. R, Kuttaya, K. M.
15 Srinivasan, R. Srinivasan, S. R.

16 Narayanaswami, D.

Group (iv-b)—Economics

Rank  Second Class Third Class—Contd. Third Class—Conid.
18 Ravindranathan, N. G. Natarajan, V. Theodore, B.
31 Devakumar, A. Parthasarathi, R. Thiagarajan, U.
89 Jayaraman, T. N. Ramachandran, S. Thomas, D. V.
Raman, S. T. Venugopal, S.
Third Class Ramu, N, Vinayakam, D.
Abdul Karim, A. Rangaswami, S. Viswanathan, N. R.
Amalapathan, L. Rodrigo, S. V. Balakrishnadas, G.
Chandramouli, M. V. Sadasivam, B. Dorairaj, D. V.
Chrisiopher David, K. . Sambhandam, M. Joji Reddi, K.
George Ignatius Sethunarayanan, K. Krishnamurthi, D. C. V.
Guha Prasad, R. Shanpmugasundaram, N. Krishnamurthi, P.
Jayaraj, D. Somasundaram, V. R. Lakshmanna, C.
John Antony Tilak Devotta  Srinivasan, V. Narasimhan, G. V.
Joseph Ignatius Subbian, K. G. Narasimha Rao, N. L.
Kandaswami, M. Subrahmanyan, S. Ramakrishna Reddi, T.
Kannan, R. Sundaram, K. R. Sreerami Reddi, A.
Mathew, G. Sundaram, V. R. Zahlam, P.
Muthuswami, R. C. Sundararajan, N. Abraham, P. J.
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Group (iv-b)—Economics—Third Class——(Ccmt(i)

Joseph, N. T. - Bharathi, J. George, K. P,

Joseph, V. T. Krishnamurthi, S. Marie Joseph Noel Antony
Kerala Varma, D, Narayanaswami, V. ‘ Xavier

Bhanu, V. M. Padmanabhan, K. P Narasimhan, S,

Dungermal, B. Ramadoss, R. Prabhakar, N.

Nandan Trasy Santhanam, T. ‘ Ramanujam, S.

Narayanan, S. Subrahmanyan, A. . Ramasubrahmanyam, T. A.
Rajendran, R. Vaidyanathan, T. Thomas Mathew, C.

Syed Muneer Ahmed Craste, ¥. T. Bernard, K. F.

Venkata Rao, K. Fernandez, C. G. Paul, L. A. P,

Results and Statistics

Class. Toal| ¢ {qr | 1xr| 02! | Percentage
Hons. Maths. L1 2 61 3 11 100
.. Econ. -] 29 3018 61 27 a3
M.A. Maths. 2 1 —]1—1 2 2 160
,, Bcon, 3 | —1 2] 1 3 |{_ 100
B.Com. Hons. 17 6110 1} 17 100
B.Sc. Hons. 1T Part | 15 3110 1 14 93-3
)y Subs. 9 | —|— = 9 100
B.A. Hons. Prelim. e | 50 | —}— 11— 34 68 -
B.Com. Hons. English e | 18 | — | — 11— 17 94-4
B.Sc. Hons. English e 12 == =1 12 100
B.Sc. Part 1 LI — 1 — [ —7 99 369
B Com. Part I ' ...} 66 | —]—|—1} 50 758
I ¢ § o 48 | — 11— —1 38 79-2
it ] ag {—| 236 38 792
B.Sc. Part II Phys. el 4412101 1] 33 75,
5 11 Chem. ... 33 5 91 4 18 54+ 5
45 II Bot .. ] 20 1 2113 16 L 80
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UBIQUITOUS PLASTICS

" A Radio Talk by Father L. M. Yeddanapalli 8. J., Printed by kind permission of AIR.

Plastics are ubiquitous in the sense that
you meet them everywhere from the moment
you get up from your bed in the morning,
right through the day, until you retire to
rest at night.

In fact, the morning ablutions find you
removing the plastic cap from the tooth paste
tube and taking up the tooth brush with a
plastic bhandle. The soap-box is a moulded
dark-coloured opaque or ligh!-coloured trans-
patent plastic, and so is your comb. As for
ladies, their cosmetics and jewellery con-
tainers, broaches, trinkets, and handbags, are
all made of plastics. The shirt and coat but-
tons are plastic-made, and the belt is a tough,
transparent plastic.

On the breakfast table, you find plastic
cups, saucers, spoons and knife handles, and
laminated plastic plates and trays. And
while reaching for the daily paper or the
office files, you put on plastic {rame glasses.

As you drive in your car, or ride in the
city bus to office in the morning, you find
that the smooth, glossy enamel paint on the
vehicle, its instruments panel, electrical fit-
tings, are all of plastic origin. The wind-
screen is a non-shattering plastic bonded tri-
plex glass or a shatter-proof transparent plas-
tic sheet. To pay the bus fare you pull out
of your pocket a plastic purse.

On your office table, the fountain pen and
other writing materials, the pen and ink
stand, are made of plastics. So is the tele-
phene receiver-set. The type-writer keys are
of a plastic material, and its roller is of plas-
tic reinforced rubber. The upholstering of
the furniture is done with appropriately
coloured plastic fabric, and the wall panels
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are plasiic bonded and tastefully lacquered
plywood.

If you happen to drop into a restaurant at
lunch-time for a snack or a cup of coffee, you
meet once more with all the plastic items
seen at home and in the office, but in greater
abundance and variety. The cinema films
which entertain the rich and the poor alike
are made of non-inflammable plastics. The
radio-set at home or in the public park is
largely made of plastic materials,

Are plastics then good only for non-
essential Tuxury articles, or are they utilised
also for more serious purposes? Yes, they
are. A large amount of plastic material is
consumed as hot-sprayed or baked enamel
varnishes and lacquers, to protect wood and
metal surfaces, for insulation of electric wires
and cables, and for various types of adhesives
and bonding material for metal, wood and
glass surfaces. Plastics are also used for.
laminating wood, cotton and fibre-glass, and
for plain and corrugated sheets for construc-
tion and decorative purposes. Plastic films
find extensive use in the packing industry.
In the textile industry, plastic finishes im-
part to cotton and woollen fabrics crease-
resistance, shrink- and fire-proofing, and
mildew-resistance. In foundry plastic-sand
moulds are becoming more and more popu-
lar, being dry and porous, and permitting
quick elimination of gases. Of late plastics
are being used as soil-conditioners against ero-
sion in agricultural land, and as soil-reinforc-
ing agents for construction material.

In war time, plastics are needed for so
many items in planes, tanks, rockets, and
radar that it is impossible even to mention
all of them here.
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In all industrially advanced countries the
plastics industry now occupies a vital and
basic position, giving added importance
to chemical and metal industries on which
it depends for its raw materials.

Now you may be wanting to ask me: But
what are all these plastics? How are they
made? Are there many kinds of plastics, or
are they just modifications of a basic mate-
rial called plastic, just as steels are varieties
of iron? Are plastics made in India?

To answer these questions, let me stait by
telling you that the essential ingredient of a
plastic material is the resin, similar to the
natural resin, lac or copal, in appearance,
fusibility or plasticity and comparative brit-
tleness, but rather different in -chemical
composition and man-made. Now the resin
*can be prepared from -a variety of simple
chemical substances, obtainable ultimately as
the expression goes, from coal, air and water.
Since a large number of chemica's are avail-
able for the purpose, the resins prepared from
them are also many and varied.

Inspite of their great variety, however, all
the known resins can be divided into two
broad classes, depending on -how they respond
to heat treatment. The resins of the first
class soften on heating for the first time, and
harden on cooling; but on beating once more
they will not soften again, and so are called
thermosetting resins, and the plastics made
from them, thermosetting plastics. The
second class of resins, on the other hand, also
soften on heating and harden on cooling, but
the process can be repeated indefinitely, as
in the case of bees-wax, and they are call-
ed thermoplastic resins, and the plastics
from them, thermoplastics. The reason for
this difference in behaviour is that the thermo-
setting resins undergo on heating a real
chemical change, and develop a close-set,
honey-comb-like structure, which on further
heating cannot soften; whereas the thermo-
plastic resins, consisting as they do of long
linear chain molecules without any Iateral
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chemical links between them, simply suffer
a physical change on heating, and solidify on
cooling, ready to repeat the process again
and again.

To give you some typical examples: phenol
and formaldehyde or formalin can be made to
react under appropriate conditions, to give a
resinous material which is then mixed with
wood flour, plasticiser and suitable dye, and
ground to a powder. This powder on being
heated in a mould under pressure, melts and
undergoes at the same time & chemical change
and fills up the mould; on cooling and
releasing the pressure, we get the moulded
object. In this way are made a number of
articles such as bottle caps, soap boxes,;
containers, electrical switches, fan-regulator
cases, radio cabinets, telephone receiver sets,
and even electrical fitiings of complicated
shapes with metal inserts. Similarly urea or
melamine can react with formalin to give a
light coloured resin, which compounded with
cellulose plasticiser and dye, can be used for
moulding cups, saucers, cream-coloured tele-
phone receiver sets, and so on. Further the
above chemical reactions can so be controlied
as to yield resins for making enamel varnishes
of high gloss and hardness, and for laminat-
ing wood, paper, canvas and fibre-glass.
Several other thermosetting plastics are pro-
duced in a similar manner.

Polystyrene is an example of a thermo- -
plastic material ; it is made by heating with
a suitable catalyst styrene ob‘ainable from
benzene and ethylene gas, and is widely used
for transparent plastic objects, sheets, films
and even optical lenses. Another thermo-
plastic is the crystal clear lucite of plexiglass,
which is made from a simple chemical obtain-
able from acetone. Further ezamples are
nylon, polyethlene, one of the lightest and
most inert of plastics, and various cellulose
esters.

There is at present a greater demand for
thermoplastics than for the o‘her type of
plastics ; they are easy to shape, and can be
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extruded as tubes and rods, or rolled into
sheets and films; their transparency and
ability to take on bright shades of colours
are added advantages.

As a result of the fundamental research -

carried out during the past 20 years or so,
we now have a better idea of the relationship
between the chemical structure of plastics
and their physical properties such as tensile
strength, resistance to mechanical abrasion
and corrosive chemicals, optical and electrical
performance, and so we can now make plas-
tics almost to order, to required specifications,
and impart to some extent even to a thermo-
setting plastic some of the properties of
-thermoplastics.

" In the light of this new knowledge attempts
are being made to discover new starting
materials, or monomers as they are called,
for new plastics, to improve the quality of
known ones, and to extend their field of
application.

As for the plastic industry in India, i:
must be admitted that very few industrial
concerns ave producing the basic resinous
materials for plastics. The bulk of the in-
dustry consists in fabricating imported ready-
made resins into finished articles, not a very
satisfactory situation. For this industry to
stand on its own feet and compete with
imported goods, the basic resins must be pro-
duced in the country, at least the more com-
mon ones, such as phenolics, ureas, melamines,
alkyds, and styrene, acrylic and cellulose
ester, plastics for which raw materials can
be cobtained in India.

With this object in view, the Plastics Re-
search Committee of the Council of Scientific

and Industrial Research, Government of
India, has recently published a “ Survey of
Research Problems in Plas.ics with special
reference to the Development of the Plastics
Industry in India,” which, having due regard
to our available raw materials, outlines the
type of fundamental, applied and develop-
mental research problems that can be tackled,
in a concerted manner, by University,
National and Industrial Research Laborato-
ries, so as to procure for our plastics industry
an independent and self-sufficient existence.

Further, we are fortunate in having certain
raw materials such as lac, cashewnut shell
and bhilawan shell liquids, which can
directly be converted into useful plastics
and varnishes. The Lac Research In-
stilute has developed processes for pre-
paring moulding powders from lac. The®
laboratories of CSIR worked out formulas
during the war for making moulding powders
from bhilawan and cashewnut shell liquids. -
One large industrial company is using cashew-
shell liquid for making valuable coating and
insulation varnishes.

Because of the exiraordinary properties
and technical importance of cashewnut shell
liquid, we have been trying in our laboratory,
and have only recently succeeded in unravel-
ling completely the chemical structure of this
liquid, in order to be able to put it to better
and newer uses. We are also currently
engaged in developing thermoplastic resins
from Indian turpentine oil.

Under these favourable conditions it should
not be long before the ubiquitous plastics, of
which I have been speaking to you, are
produced entirely in our country itself.,
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ON NOTHING

When I went to my friend’s house yester-
day evening, I found him standing near a
bed of flowers looking intently at a particu-
larly fine bloom. I waited behind his back
not being willing to break in upon his
reverie. But time passed, and he continued
his floral scrutiny. I bad te break in upon
it, so I said : “Hullo ! what are you doing ?”
With a jerk he swung round, and beaming
on me, “Oh, nothing! Come in,” he said.
For a good half a hour he had been gazing
at his flowers, and had actually lost himself
in a brown study. Yet he said without
hesitation that he had been doing “nothing.”

That was some'hing striking. Returning-

bome I threw myself upon my bed that night
with nothing floating in my mind,

“Nothing” is not simply nothing. Many
of us go {o meet our friends; and when
asked what is the object of our visit, we
invariably reply: “Nothing, I have come just
to see you,” and then we let our tongues wag
for hours on end. So much thought and talk
merging and blended into one meaningless
“nothing !”. Persons who help others with
exuberant vitality when warmly thanked,
instantly rap out, “Oh, it's nothing.” Their
magnanimity can find no other words to
express itself in than “nothing.” How often
have great scholars been heard to say that
what they know is just “nothing.” This is
merely an expression of their modesty. The
remarkable fact about “nothing” is that it
can stand for anything and everything as
well as for nothing.

“Nothing” explains trivial matters as well
as great. This is how a quarrel arose : one
'of three men in an inn sneezed, another asked
him why he did so, and the sneezer wanted
to know why he should not. The third man
took sides, and a great quarrel arose. When
questioned they flared up and said the quarrel
was about “nothing.” Indeed when one is
not in a mood to answer, “nothing” is a
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handy formula. There is an anecdote which
tells how a small boy went with his mother
to see the statue of Lincoln. Upon seeing
it, the boy jumped with joy and tripped
merrily towards it. His mother asked him
what made him do so, and he replied without
hesitation “nothing, mamma !” Soon she
found him busily engaged in trying to climb
up the statue, and led him forcibly away.
The boy cast a sorrowful glance at the statue
and said in low voice, “But he is alone!”
That was the feeling which had moved him.
But in a moment of conflicting emotions of
joy and pity, the boy had not been able to
say exactly what he meant, and out came
“nothing” in a flash. The fact is that this
paradoxical “nothing” has now degenerated
into a mannetism, and signifies nothing.

God, it is said, created the world out of
nothing. Music, the divineness of which has
been extolled by so many poets, comes out of
nothing inside the pipe and ount of the void
inside the drum. The scientists may say
that there is air in them ; the common man
smiles and contends that there is nothing.

Shakespeare has honoured “nothing” by
giving it proverbial prominence in a title of one
his famous plays. Further he has shown a
high conception of nothingness in relation to
human life ; thus he has philosophically laid
it down, that man

“With nothing shall be pleased till
he be eased
With being nothing.”

It may be observed that as more and more
is said and written about nothing, the less
shall we have to say or write about “noth-
ing.” Nobody says, ‘when I say “Nothing,”
1 mean something that I do not want to dis-
close.” Such things are not said. Perhaps
by now the reader will have made the start-
ing discovery that all the thoughts in this
elucubration come out of a vacuum and lead
to nothing.

A. Ramjr, IIT (Hons.)
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INTO SPACE

‘Though now no longer a fantastic dream,
the idea of space travel is far from realiza-
tion. We can say without fear of contradic-
tion that the development of space travel
is inevitable, and that there is a distant
possibility that man will be able, within the
next century, to leave his home planet and
break away into bhoundless space. Moreover,
on the basis of presen: day knowledge, a
determined effort and an adequate supply of
money are all that is required to send a

ship rocketing into space. Dr. Wernher von
" Braun, the greatest authority on rocket
mechanics, is highly optimistic about' the
building and launching of a space ship.
Ten'ative and feverish experiments are under
way in the United States, in a bid to fore-
stall {he Russians in the launching of a
space vehicle.

Let us probe into the actual difficulties
and hazards which man is expected to en-
counter in carrying out the project. Granted
that an adequate amount of money streams
in—the project will cost about four billion
dollars (U.S.A. billion is 1,000 million)—
the primary necessity of prospective space
men will obviously be a space ship. Built of
a hard, resistant, and comparatively light
alloy, the ship will probably be pro-
pelled by a mixture of nitric acid and
hydrazine. The velocity of the hot gases
issuing from the rear will impart a forward
velocity to the ship; this is the only type of
motive force that can be used in vacuous
outer space. The next problem is posed by
Mother Earth. To escape the gravitational
pull of the earth, a speed of seven miles per
second (25,200 miles per hour) will have to
be attained. This can be accomplished only
by a rocket yielding its power in three dis-
tinct spurts.

Let us consider a tentative flight into
space, and the difficulties that will have to
be surmounted in that alien element. Formid-
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able barriers will inevitably impede the
progress, but nevertheless they cannot be
described as in surmountable, and will no
doubt succumb before ‘the ingenuity of man.
The first man ever to step into space will
take off in a monster machine weighing near-
ly 7,000 tons and about as high as a 24
storeyed sky-scraper. The rocket will con-
sist of three parts. The foremost portion,
in which the men are, and the second and
third compartment storing fuel. These com-
partments are technically known as auxiliary
boosters, and are jettisoned after the fuel in
them is exhausted. Contrary to popular
belief the ship will not travel vertically up,
but will tilt over after a vertical take off and
then keep along the curvature of the earth.
This first stage of the rocket’s flight will con-
sume 5,000 tons of propellant in the incredibly
short time of 84 seconds, and will thus elimi-
nate 75% of the total weight. The empty
container will be automatically jettisoned, and
the second auxilliary booster will then start
functioning. During this phase of its flight
the rocket will use up 800 tons of fuel in
124 seconds, and impart a velocity of 14,500
miles per hour to the space ship. Finally the
last portion of the nose end of the ship, in
which the men are lodged, and scientifically
known as the personnel space, will continue
the journey.

By the time the ship has coasted half-way
round the earth it reaches the two hour orbit.*
The resistance of the atmosphere is elimina-
ted at the height of 114 miles. An extraordi-
nary fact is that the whole voyage to the two
hour orbit will take only 56 minutes, of which
the duration of powered flight will be only
five minutes. Since there are no opposing

forces in space no more fuel will be necessary.

*At the height of 1,076 miles from the earth’s
surface, the gravitational pull of the earth is
compensated for by the speed of the ship. A
neat balance is obtained, and the rocket will
revolve completely round the earth once in
two hours.
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Now that the space passengers are in outer
space, they are bound to experience some
strange hazards and inconveniences. One
source of incessant worry will be caused by
meteoric particles, which may at any mo-
ment puncture the wall of the ship and cause
a fatal leakage of the air inside into space,
which is a vacuum. It has been calculated
that these fast moving and extra-terrestrial
pieces of iron or nickel will hit the ship at
an average of at least two 2 month. These
punctures will have to be promptly and effi-
ciently attended to, if the men inside are to
escape fatal consequences. This hazard can
by no means be considered trivial. Again
highly penetrative and lethal cosmic and
X-ray radiations, which are abundantly scat-
tered in space, will be an ever-present menace.
Since they can be shut out only by a prohibi-
tively heavy coaling of lead, we can only
hope that by the time the space ship is
ready, effective methods to counteract the
toxic effects of these radiations will have been
discovered.

Thus far, however, we have been ignoring
the weakest and yet the most relevant link
in the whole chain. The great question is;
“can man endure a space trip?”’ Controversy
rages round the subject. The possible effects
of a space trip on a normal human being are
ample matter for speculation. Man is the
only part of a space ship that cannot be
scrapped and remodelled at the slightest hint
of a flaw. Undoubtedly the men destined
for the trip will be hand-picked, and will
undergo a rigorous course of training, so as
to adapt them to the varying and severe
conditions which are sure to be met with in
the course of the voyage.

Though wvelocity however great may not
have the least effect on men, the ckenge of
velocity or acceleration does have definite and
uncomfortable effects on them. The regula-
tion of the ship’s acceleration so as never to
exceed six gravities*—that is a force -equal
to six times the earth’s gravity—which is the
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limit of man's endurance, will eliminate the
hazard of an unbearable gravitational pull.
The next problem is an adequate supply of
oxygen, and the efficient removal of all
waste matter, which may in course of time
become highly noxious. Another embarrassing
and annoying effect is the feeling of weight-
lessness. Imagine yourself floating about
your room, quite possibly upside down, with
the loose objects in the room keeping you
company. This state is bound to bring into
action man’s instinctive fear of falling, and
one never knows how one will react to sach
a condition, especially if it is prolonged for
a considerable period of time. Unfortunately
weightlessness is a condition that canmot be
duplicated in a modern laboratory. Fortu-
nately man’s organs and vital functions are’
independent of gravity, and hence no il
effects upon them will be experienced. Centri-
fugal force has been suggested as-a substi-
tute for gravity. But the men of medicine
have grave doubts as to how the body cells
will react to such extraneous conditions.
Moreover the monotony, cramped quarters,
and the ever present fear of unexpecfed:
dangers, are said to contribute towards the
breaking up of man’s personality.

From these arguments it is obvious that
unless radical changes are brought about in
the scheme, space travel is still a premature
conception. Though the advantages of such
a scheme are innumerable, man is not yet
ready to leave his home planet for outer
space and the dangers it has in store for
kim. Until he has sorted out each of the
stygian terrors that lie beyond the protective
blanket of the earth’s atmosphere, and learned
to counter every danger of such alien condi-
tions, he will still be tos young to venture
into boundless space. . :

GEeORGE J. Marrews I U.C.

*A motorist gets an inkling of this force, when
he steps on his accelerator and is pressed gently
back against his seat. In the rocket this fores
is magnified hundreds of times.
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OLD FORGOTTEN FAR-OFF THINGS
A. MADRAS 170 YEARS AGO

A certain Mr. Hickey on his way home
from Calcutta, in 1779, landed at Madras,
and was there hospitably entertained by
Mr. Plummer, a Government Contractor.
“We often went,” he writes, “to the Red
Hills, distant fourteen miles from Madras,
where Mr. Plummer had a comfortable house
upon the border of a noble lake, on which
he had a sailing boat. The first night I
slept at this house I was awaked by some-
thing, as I imagined, running over the
bed, which alarmed me a good deal from an
apprehension of tigers, jackals, snakes, and
other noxious and ferocious animals and
reptiles. After remaining more than one
hour under considerable anxiety, T dropped
asleep, from which I was again disturbed by
I know not what. Instantly stariing up 1
félt bappy at finding light appearing. Having
completely opened the windows, I saw not less
than a dozen prodigious Bandecoot rats
performing their antics about the room.
Upon taking a silk net I always wore aver
my hair when in bed, I found several holes
gnawed by these animals, attracted by the
powder and pomatum, of which, according
to the then fashion, I wore a large quantity.
Upon mentioning the circumstance at break-
fast, I was told I had escaped marvellously
in not losing the whole of my hair.”

MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY, 1775-1782

Note, The Red Hills are still known as the
Red Hills; the noble lake is now the main water
reservoir of Madras City; and the prodigious
“bandecoots” continue to flourish, though they
no longer find wigs rendered palatable by pow-
der and pomatum to feed on. Fashions change.
Tied head to tail two or three of these prodi-
gious bandicoots make an acceptable meal for
a hungry python. (Ed.)
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SNAKES, TIGERS, SHARKS & FRIGATES

In 1868, W. S. Seton Karr and H. D. Sanda-
man published four volumes of Selections from
Calcutta Gazettes covering the years 1798-1815.
Those gazettes contained items taken from The
Madras Gazette, The Bombay Gazette, and The
Bombay Courier., Here are a few things, res-
cued from oblivion, that will, it is thought,
interest the modern reader. (Ed.)

B. FROM THE BOMBAY GAZETTE
12th September 1798
“On Thursday last a sepoy belonging to

_ the garrison at Tannah was bitten by a snake;

he was immediately carried to Captain
Lambert’s quarters, when about thirty drops
of Eau de Luce in a glass of water were
administered internally, whilst the wound
was rubbed with the Eau de Luce. Doctor
Durham was immediately called in to his
assistance, which might be almost five or six
minutes after the incident happened; the
patient was then foaming at the mouth, and
his jaws almost locked. Dr. Durham hardly
entertained any hopes of his recovery, but
finding Eau de Luce had been administered,
he continued to give a tea spoonful every
ten minutes, for three doses, continuing at
the same time to bathe the wound; the
fourth dose was administered at the distance
of a quarter of an hour, when the patient
began retching, and the wound discharged a
thin serum; he then began to recover, and
after giving him a glass of brandy, he was
soon sufficiently recovered to be sent to the
hospital, but a numbness continued in his
leg for some time; by the application of a
blister the numbness was removed, and on
Sunday the man was discharged from the
hospi‘al perfectly recovered.”
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Note. Xau dg Luce, a medicinal preparation
of alcohol, ammonia and oil of amber, used in
India as an antidote to snake-bites (Oxford

Dictionary).
C. FROM THE EOMBAY COURIER
31st August 1799

“A letter from Amboyna received within
these few days, gives the following account
of an enormous snake, which made its
appearance at a place called Golontala, on
the island Celebes. A Malay prow making
for that port and finding she could not enter
it before dark, came to anchor close in shore
for the night. One of the crew went on shore
in quest of beetlenut in the woods; and on
his return, lay down, as is supposed, to sleep
on the beach, a common custom with people
of that description. In the course of the
night his comrades on the boat heard his
cries, and went immediately to his assistance,
but too late to save his life, an immense snake
having crushed him to death.

“These people, knowing that this kind of
snake never diverts its attention from the prey
which it has once seized until it is devoured,
went boldly up to the monster and cut its
head off, carrying it and the body of the
deceased on board their boat.

“The gentleman to whom we are indebted
for this account, saw both the next morning;
and found, on examining the latter, that the
snake had seized the unhappy man by the
right wrist, where the marks of the animal’s
fangs were very distinct; and the mangled
corpse bore evident signs of having been
crushed by the snake twisting itself round
the head, neck, breast, and thigh. Our cor-
respondent extended the jaws of the snake,
stiff as they were, wide enough to admit a
body the size of a man’s head; and the
whole length of the animal was described to
be from about 28 to 30 feet, and equal in
circumference to a modera‘e sized man. By
the account of the survivors this kind of
snake swallows men and bullocks, after
having crushed them, as in this instance;
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which our friend, judging from the capacity
of the jaws in the state in which he saw
them, found no difficulty in believing; and
this furnishes a proof that similar facts,
stated by certain naturalists, to which many
have refused their belief, are entitled to more
deference than they generally meet with.”

Note. This 30 foot snake is not a traveller’s
tale. The gentleman who measured the Python
used his own eyes and not the imagination of
his neighbour. There are 30 foot Pythons.
Pythons are of two species: the Indian with
which we are familiar, and a larger species
known as the Regal or Reticulate Python, which
ranges from Burma to the Philippines. The
Indian attains a maximum length of perhaps
25 feet, the Regal 30 feet. There used to be a
Regal 27 feet long in the Colombo Zoo. (Ed.)

D. FROM THE MADRAS GAZETTE
20th February 1802

“A detachment of the First Battalion of
the 15th Regiment lay encamped at a village
near Pollevaram (Pallavaram) Hills. On the
night of the 29th of December, a royal tiger
came into the village and seized a bullock.
After gorging on his prey, he retired to a
house on the banks of the river, where he
took up his quarters. Lieutenant Stuart

_ being informed of it, went at daylight with a .

Naig’s guard to the place, where they saw
the monster stretched in the cottage. They
mounted on the roof of the adjoining hut,
and by removing the thatch of that where
he lay, disturbed him and he went out. After
a few turns, he sprang at the party and
settled on the roof close to them, but an
instantaneous discharge of two or three fire-
locks wounded him and he fell to the ground,
but immediately got up and made a second
attempt, when finding his effor!s ineffectual,
he made off under a pandal adjoining the
house he first entered and could not for some
time be found.

“The bank of the river was very abrupt
at this place, about 20 feet perpendicular.
On the edges grew small bushes and long
grass: a narrow path led along it that would
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admit but ofe person at a time. Mr. Stuart
took this road, and as he examined the bushes
‘the savage sprung at him from his conceal-
‘ment; he received him on his bayonet, which
entered the tiger’s breast, but the shock was
so strong as to throw the gentleman back-
ward over the precipice; but fortunately with-
out injury, and the tiger was too much hurt
to follow. :

“Mr. Stuart soon recovered, and returning
with the Sepoys to the attack, the monster
was killed. Nothing but his uncommon firm-
ness in opposing the attack of the animal so
intrepidly, and his fall over the precipice,
could possibly have saved him from a terrible
death.”

Note. Ambitious N. C. Cs wishing to impale
royal tigers on their bayonets, would do well
to meet the beast on top of a 20 foot precipice
over which they can fall and save themselves,
when 400 lbs. of infuriated tiger leap on them.
(Ed) ‘

E. FROM THE BOMBAY COURIER
) 17th March 1803

“We are favoured with the following
account of a most alarming accident to a boy
on board the Genges, on her passage to
China.

“During our detention at Angar point on
the coast of Java of the 5th day of May
last, John Walker, boatswain’s boy of the
Genges, aged 13, swimming alongside of the
ship, when at anchor, and at a few yards
distance from our boat with three seamen in
it,"was discovered by a shark, who immedi-
ately approached him, and independent of the
exertions of the boat’s crew to intimidate the
hungry monster, he laid hold of the unfortu-
nate boy by including in his mouth the
whole of the right leg and more than half
the thigh, pulling him beneath the water close
alongside the ship, when upwards of one
hundred men were spectators of the scene;
and kept him below for near two minutes,
in which time he had torn off the leg and
thigh to the extent above mentioned. The
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boy once more made his appearance on the
surface of the water, and the shark upon
his back, with his jaws once more extended
to make a finish of his prey, when a lad from
the boat struck him with the boat hook, and
by the same instrument laid hold of the boy
and brought him on board. The boy had
lost a vast deal of blood, the stump was
dreadfully lacerated, and the bone splintered
near one and a half inch, which required
an amputation of the thigh close to the hip
joint. Under all these untoward circumstances,
the boy had recovered quite well within
three months from the date of the operation:
the fleet, as it was an extraordinary case, have
subscribed upwards of £280 for him.”

Note. The only anaesthetic administered in
those rough days was a can of rum and a
good hard clout on the head.

£280 would be at least £3,000 in modemn
money. A lucky bite all considered. Shock
and loss of blood as causes of death don't seem
to have been known in those far-off days.

F. FROM THE BOMBAY COURIER
28th- March 1803

“The second frigete for His Majesty’s
service built at this port, was completed last
Tuesday, having been constructed in the
upper dock within a period of ten months. As
soon as the ship floated, she was in the usual
form named the Salsette, by Captain Christo-
pher Cole, who immediately put her in com-
mission. Three hearty cheers from a large
concourse of spectators followed the ceremony,
and as the ship moved from the dock, a
Royal Salute from the battery announced her
progress into the harbour. The customary
offerings of shawls to the builders were
made by the hand of Captain Cole, who
highly complimented Jamsetjee Bomanjee
upon the talents he had displayed in the
construction of the Salsefite; the justice of
which compliment was acknowledged by all
who had an opportunity of admiring the
beauty of the frigate.
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" “The ceremony concluded with the usual
distribution of beetle, sweetmeats, and rose
water.

“The rapid progress which the new dock

is making towards a completion, authorizes'

us to hope that the skill and experience of
Jamsetjee Bomanjee, who for nearly thirty
years has been successfully exerting his
‘talents in marine architecture, will, in a few
months more, crown his labours in this line
with the production of a British seventy-four
built of the “ever-during” Teak of India.”

FROM THE BOMBAY GAZETTE
20th June 1810
“Yesterday at Noon, the seventy-four gun
ship, which had been built in the New Dock
for His Majesty’s Navy, was hauled out and
warped to her moorings in the stream.
~ “The Honourable Governor, with Mr.
Money, the Superintendent of Marine, were
present for the purpose of naming her, and
as she first moved from her original station,
she received, with the usual ceremony, the
appellation of The Minden.
“A vast concourse..,...were witnesses
of this most gratifying spectacle, and all

parties scemed to derive considerable satisfac-
tion from the complete success which has thus
attended the first attempt to build Line of
Battle Skips in India.

“The Minden is one of the handsomest
vessels we have ever seen, and we have no
doubt that she will do ample credit to all
who have been concemed in her com-
struction.

“The New Dock, whose gates were opened
for the first time on this occasion, is fully
worthy of being recorded in the same page;
and as we have never seen a better finished
ship than the Minden, so we cannot imagine
a finer piece of workmanship than the Dun-
can Dock.”

Note. We have often read and heard that
fine ships of war were built in India in olden
days. This contemporary eye-witness's account
of the building of such ships should dispel any
doubts that may still linger in the minds of
sceptics.

A Ship of the Line, or a Line-of-Battle Ship
was a ship of 74 guns or more. Battleship is
the modern word.

A Frigate was a fast sailing ship usually wrth
three masts, and from 28 to 60 guns, (Ed.)

REMEDIES FOR SNAKE-BITE

I. - The Antivenene or Serum Remedy

The one scientifically prepared and infal-
lible remedy for snake-bite is Antlvenene or
Serum.

Many years ago, when I was Curator of
"St. Joseph’s College Museum, Trichinopoly,
there came to see the museum an elderly
European gentleman, resident in the suburb.
As I showed him round he told me of a
striking experience which he had undergone.
He went to his library one dark rainy morn-
ing to fetch a book. As he laid his fore-
finger on the back of the book, he was stung
by a scorpion. The sting was painful. The
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following morning he went for another book,
and was stung again on the same finger. The
pain, though bad enough, was not nearly so
bad as the previous day. A third morning,
incredible as it may seem, drawing out
another book from the same shelf, he-was
stung for the third time on the same finger.
And this time he felt no pain at all.

The story is not told to illustrate the length
to which. human simplicity or folly can
go; it is told for a different purpose;
it illus‘rates in advance a principle on which
is based the preparation of the Antevenene or
Serum remedy for snake-bite.
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The principle is this: venom injected into
the blood stream of an animal in quantities
gradually increased in strength over a suffi-
ciently long period of time, confers on that
animal immunity against the kind of venom
injected. The deadlier the venom, the more
minute must be the quantity injected, and
the longer the period during which the venom
must be injected. By the time my man was
about to receive his third sting from the scor-
pion, he had become immune to scorpion
venom. Some change had taken place in his
blood, an element had been introduced and
assimilated, some property or quality had
been acquired, under the repeated action of
the venom, which would neu‘ralise the third
doseé of venom about to be injected into
him.

Any man can verify for himself the ac-
curacy of this conclusion. There is no
scarcity of scorpions and they generally dont
need coaxing in order to sting. He may need
more than two good stings ‘o effect the de-
sired change in his system; but infallibly he
will become immune if he perseveres long
enough. This conclusion is established by an
experience with which some bee-keepers are
familiar; a first sting from an enraged bee
gives them a swollen cheek; after a few more
stings the person’s cheek stays normal, and
bee’s venom produces little if any, effect
upor him.

Now if repeated doses of scorpion venom
produce immunity, why should not cobra
venom and viper venom administered in suit-
able doses produce a like immunity? Of
course these venoms, being far more terrible
in their action than scorpion venom, which is
‘rarely if ever fatal to a normal grown-up
person, should be handled in any form or in
any quantity however minu’e by none except
the medical expert.

Make 2an experiment on a rabbit with cobra
venom. Give the rabbit a very minute dose
of venom, much smaller than the known
lethal dose. When the rabbit has recovered

23

and becomes normal again, give it another
dose. Then go on, increasing the strength
and the frequency of the doses. The time
will come when the rabbit, if it does not die
in the ii‘neantime, will be able to bear a dose
of venom sufficient (o kill scores of fresh
rabbits. The rabbit has become immune,
and it will mind a full cobra bite no mare
than my friend minded the third sting of
his scorpion. Its blood has acquired, by
repeated injections of ever stronger doses of
venom, a certain properiy which enables it
to withstand doses many times lethal of the
venom with which it has been inoculated.
That is the first stage.

Now arises the all-imporiant question: will
blood thus modified by the action of the
venom, drawn from the rabbit which has been
made immune, injected into a fresh rabbit,
confer immunity on this fresh rabbit? Will
this blood injec’ed info a rabbit that has been
bitten, counteract and neutralise the venom?

Experimen’s to decide this question were
begun sixty years ago. In 1894 researches
carried on in Paris estab'ished this secondary
fact, that an animal inoculated with the blood
(serum) of an immiunised animal, became
insensible or immune to the kind of venom
used in the immunization process.

Extensive research work on venoms was
being conducted at the same time, and inde-
pendently, by Dr. Fraser of Edinburgh and
Dr. Calmette of Lille. In 1895 Dr. Fraser
succeeded in producing a rabbit that could
stand one concentrated dose of cobra venom
large enough to kill fifty fresh rabbits.
In the process of rendering it immune, he
had inoculated the rabbit with venom suffi-
cient to kill three hundred and seventy fresh
rabbits of equal weight. To test the value
of his antivenene, (the name which he gave
to the serum of the animal immunized), he
performed the following experiments:

(1) He inoculated an a2nimal with a mix-
ture of venom and antivenene: the animal
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felt no ill effect from the inoculation. The

‘antivenene had destroyed or neutralized the
venom.

(2) He inoculated an animal with anti-
venene, and then injected into it a lethal dose
of venom. Again the animal experienced no
harm from the venom. The antivenene had
. .acted as a preventive.

(3) He inoculated an animal with a lethal
dose of venom; and when the symptoms of
poisoning appeared, he administered anti-
venene. The poisoning was checked, and the
animal quickly recovered. The antivenene
acted as an antidote.

The conclusion was clear: the blood
(serum) of an animal rendered immune to
large doses of venom, when injected into
, another animal in suitable quantity, counter-
acts venom previously or subsequently injec-
ted into that other animal. In other words
the remedy for snake-bite had been dis-
covered in principle. All that remained to be
done was to apply the principle, and produce
antivenene or serum in quantities large
enough to be available for general use in
such snake-infested lands as India, Indo-
China, and Brazil.

Calmette was the man who perfected the
method for producing serum on this large
scale. He succeeded in inoculating a horse
with a dose of two grammes of dry venom
dissolved in hypochlorite of lime, a quantity
sufficient to kill seventy or eighty horses, or
a couple of hundreds of men. He tells us
(Les Vemins p. 257) that it took about
eighteen months of treatment to enable ‘the
horse to stand this staggering amount of
venow, The horse was then bled: twelve
days after the last injection eight litres of
blood were drawn from it; five days later
six more litres, and five days after that
another six litres. The serum was then tes-
ted and put into sealed glass tubes ready for
use.

Serum is now prepared in India.
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Each serum is specific. Each kind of
venom produces different effec.s: cobra venom
acts chiefly on the nerve centres, viper
venom chiefly on the blood. It follows that
the serum prepared with cobra venom can
be used only against cobra bites, and serum
from viper venom only against viper bites;
just as inoculation against cholera does net
confer immunity against smallpox or plague.
So here was a difficulty; suppose a patient
does not know which kind of snake has bitten
him, which serum shall be given to him?
There was required a serum which could be
used for either cobra or viper bite. The
difficulty was overcome by the production of
a polyvalent serum, that is a serum which
would counteract either cobra or viper venom,
or both. Accordingly the horse immunized
against cobra venom, was then immunized
by the same process against viper venom;
and its blood acquired the property of neutra-
lizing both cobra and viper venom. In case
of doubt which kind of snake has bitten him,
the patient is given the polyvalent serum.

* * *

The following note on Antivenene or
Serum appeared in the Press on the 16th
January 1945, under the heading New Snake-
bite Serum. “A new serum, effective
against the venoms of the four common poi-
sonous snakes of India, ie., the Cobra, the
Russell’s Viper, the Common Krait and the
Saw-scaled Viper, has been prepared in the
Haffekine Institute (Bombay), by Colonel
Sokhey, Director of the Institute.

“The serum, which can stand climatic
changes, is said to keep fresh for as long
as ten years, outside a refrigerator. This is
important in view of the lack of cold storage
facilities in villages and jungles, where people
are most likely to come across poisonous
snakes. Before Colonel Sokhey discovered
how to preserve sera by drying them in the
frozen state, they had to be kept at a low
temperature, and even then they deteriorated
rapidly.

29



“The old anti-snake serum is effective
against the Cobra and the Russell’s Viper
only, and is comparatively perishable.”

II. Other Remedies

Antivenene or Serum is a sure remedy for
'snake-bite if administered under the right
conditions. But it is not what one call a
bandy remedy. It is cosily to produce;
bulky to carry with the apparatus for inject-
ing i*; and fragile in its thin sealed glass
tube; it deteriorates and loses part of its
cfficacy after some years* and a medical man
or at least a trained man is needed for adminis-
tering it. Practically none but the larger hos-
pitals in town areas, where it is seldom need-
ed, can keep a supply of it. But villagers
Yive far from such hospitals, and the venom
will have done its deadly work in most

- cases long before they can be brought within
reach of medical aid.

What is wanted is some remedy available
for ins*ant use by a villager tramping the

- dusty roads at night, or working afield by
day, which he can carry in a fold of his loin
cloth; compact in form, resisting for an in-

" definite period the action of climate; and
which he can administer to himself without
the elaborate apparatus of a hypodermic
syringe.

The Pondicherry Snake-Bite Medicine is
supposed to supply just such a want. Not
being a medical man, and never having had
any experience in this matter, T should not
venture to dogmatize on the claims of this
remedy. Medical men sniff at it; experts, I
believe, have analysed it, and declared it to
be of no more scientific value than half a

- score of similar remedies which have appear-
ed from time to time in the market. On
the other hand all the Catholic Missionaries
in South India, and many in other parts of

India too, always have a supply of it with

them; and from them I have heard of many

Note.—Ten years, it is said, when preparei
according to the latest method,
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cases of what they considered to be indubit-
able cures effected by the timely administer-
ing of this remedy.

Certainty in this matter is hard to get-at,

as several factors, not easily verifiable, are
usually involved in a case of snake-bite. Such
factors are: was the snake really poisonous?
Was the person really bitten or merely
scratched? Chiefly, was the amount of
venom discharged by the bite a full lethal
dose? Factors two and especially three are
not easily ascertainable. So the matter must
remain doubtful for the scientist, whom no-
thing will satisfy short of a real physical
demonstration carried out under such labo-
ratory conditions as shall eliminate every
possibility of error.

The Pondicherry Remedy goes by the
Tamil name of Visha Marundu, meaning
Poison Remedy. It is prepared by the French
Missionaries of Pondicherry, and sold for a
trifling sum, in small porcelain jars which hold
about one cubic inch of the stuff. It is a
thick paste, which looks and smells like
blacking. It is administered to the patient
both externally and internally. The fang punc-
tures are scarified, and the amount of a
pepper-corn of the stuff is rubbed into the
cuts. An equal amount is swallowed. The
remedy taken internally produces a violent
action on the bowels. Should the first dose
fail to produce this effect, a second dose is
given.

The Pondicherry remedy is a very old
remedy; it has been in use among Catholic
Missionaries for at least two and a half cen-
turies. That it should have stood the test
of such a long period is testimony, if not to
its efficacy, at least to the trust which those
place in it who have had occasion to use it
and opportunities for noting its value.

Here is an extract from a letter written
about 1700 by a certain Father Martin, a
French Missionary in the Tanjore and Tri-
1 translate from the
French, as it is found in the Lettres Edi-
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fiantes et Curieuses Vol. 1f, published at
Paris in 1877, “The specific remedy for the
bite of those snakes (cobras) and a multi-
tude of other venomous creatures which are
found in India, is called Visha Marundu,
that is to say remedy against venom. It
is more in use among the Christians than
among the Gentiles (Hindus). Among them
this holds the first place. It is said that the
secret (of its preparation) was given to one
of our first Missionaries by a Yogi out of
gratitude for a service which he had received
from the Father.”

There is a quaint but very little known
remedy called the Fowl remedy. I have been
told of it by respectable jugglers, but my
informers have never seen or heard of its
being used. This is what you do. Take a
fowl, shave off the feathers and skin from
its side, and apply the live bleeding flesh
to the part bitten by the snake. As the
venom is drawn out or absorbed, the fowl
dies. Take another fowl and another, and
_continue the process till at last a fowl sur-
vives; by that time all the venom will have
been drawn out of the patient. The remedy,
_ requiring for its success a crate of barn-door
chickens,* is somewhat cumbersome.

Jugglers generally have a couple of Snake
Stones tucked away in a fold of their loin cloth
for emergencies, which they apply when bit-
ten or- rather when pretending to be bitten.
(This pretence is a regular item in a every
really. good complete snake-catching perform-
ance.) These stones are not stones at all;
they are probably charred stag-horn. They
are rough-shaped, about an inch long, half
an inch wide, and a quarter of an inch thick.
They adhere to the fang punctures till all the
venom is drawn out of them; when they fall
off. They are then washed in milk and in
water, and under this treatment yield up the

Note—Calmette in Les Venins, p. 350 refers
to a case in which nineteen luckless fowls died
before the venom was drawn out of a man
bitten by a cobra.
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venom which they have absorbed, in the
form of small globules which float on the
surface of the liquid.

My expert snake-catchers never used them,
in fact never possessed them, and chuckled
incredulously when mention was made of
them. When they were bitten by a Cobra
or Russell’s Viper, they just curled them-
selves up, and resigned themselves to the
fate which they knew could be averted
neither by charms and incantations nor by
the Stones. I know of three who in the
course of our fifteen years’ dealings died of
snake-bite. One was bitten on the heel at
night by a Russell’s Viper; another, a mere
lad and quite a promising snake-catcher, was
bitten by a small three foot cobra; the third,
the lad’s uncle, was bitten by a full grown
cobra.

There is another Snake Stone, called the
Belgian Snaké Stone, which is known to
very few persons and possessed by still
fewer. )

It is {or was now some years ago) pre-
pared by {wo old spinsters according to a
formula made up by their brother, a Mis-
siopary in Trinidad, who died experimenting
on snake venoms and remedies. In appear-
ance it resembles the Indian Snake Stone.

This is how it was first brought to my
notice. Tn 1933 an engineer employed on
construction work on the South Indian Rail-
way* brought me two Belgian Snake Stones,
as he called them, and related to me an
experience which he had recently had, in
which the stones had played a part. One of
his workmen was stung by a scorpion. As
there was a convent of Belgiar nuns in the
neighbourhood, he had the workman taken
there for treatment. The Reverend Mother,
a Belgian, produced two black stones—like
bits of ebony,—which she called Belgion snake
stones, and applied one-to the limb of the
sufferer. Relief was instantaneous; the man

Note.—The Chord Line Virudunagar—Sri-
villiputtur—Tenkast.
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picked himself up and went back to work.

The Reverend Mother made the engineer a
present of the stones, and explained to him
how to cleanse them, by washing them in
milk, and in water.

Some days later another workman was
stung. The engineer now confident, in the
possession of a certain cure, of his ability
to deal with any number of scorpion stings,
applied a stone to the puncture; and to his
consternation saw the man promptly go into
a state of collapse. The application of the
stone was like the infliction of a second
sting. What was wrong? On reflection, it

dawned on the engineer that he had omitted
to cleanse the stone after its former use. The
stone had therefore retained the venom ex-
tracted from the first sting; and its applica-
tion to the second victim, instead of reliev-
ing him had transferred to him the venom
drawn from the first. The double dose of

venom proved well nigh fatal.

From the scientist’s point of view the
accident was fortunate. The efficacy of the

Belgign stone had been established twice
over. :

C. LricH, S.J.
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AN ALPHABET OF WISDOM

This collection of wise sayings and proverbs cutrent in_ various countries
of the world, has been compiled and arranged in an attractive manuver in order
to show that at least one proverb for each letter in the English Alphabet can be
found in them. We, of this generation, are fortunate emough to have the wisdom
of the world handed down to us in the shape of these wise sayings ; but it is to be
realised that it is neither easy nor advisable to act up to all of them ; for is it
not said that “He is bad that will not take any advice”, and also “He is a thousand
times worse who takes everybody’s advice” ? While some of them are indicative
of a high philosophical trend of thought, most others are practical to a high degree.
1 can assure you, reader, that you will find at least two among these proverbs to your
own taste, or reflecting your own pattern of thought ; and I am sure you will feel
the richer for having spent a few minutes studying them., i

A friend to everybody is a friend to nobody

Be always as merry as ever you can, for no one delights in a sorrowful man

Cunning proceeds from want of capacity / '

Doubt others—But never doubt yourself

Envy is a thorn on the flower of Admiration

Forgive and forget, and you will never regret

Great pain and littie gain makes a man weary

He who refuses nothing will soon have nothing to refuse

Intelligence is like a river-—the deeper it is the less noise it makes

Jest with an ass, and he will flap you in the face with his tail )

Kindness is a key that unlocks hearts

Liars should have good memories

Many dogs have plenty of friends, because they wag their tails instead
of their tongues

No termination without determination

One fool makes many

People are lonely because they build walls instead of bridges-

Quarrelsome man has no good neighbours

Rumour is like a pebble thrown into a pond—it makes a spreading circle

Speech is silver, silence is golden

Think twice before you insult a person—And then let it remain just a
thought '

Ugly women finely dressed are the uglier

Vows made in storms are forgotten in calms

We easily forget our faults when they are known only to ourselves

Xireme justice is often extreme injustice

You cannot walk in two directions at the same time

Zeal is fit only for wise men, but is found mostly in fools,

C. MAHADEVAN,
Senior Inter. Commerce.
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THE MISANTHROPE

Nobody knew why Doctor Prabhakar
should have become a misanthrope within the
short period of one month. It was hardly
a year since he had taken his M.B.B.S. deg-
_ ree, and begun to practise as a doctor. Intel-
ligent and industrious, Dr. Prabhakar was
admired and encouraged by his professors
and envied by his fellow students, while he
was studying in the Medical College; and
he came out of his final examination with
flying colours, securing several prizes, 1o the
delight of his professors, and to the ill-con-
cealed annoyance of his fellow students. But,
alas ! Misfortune was about to dog his
steps. Soon after he had secured his M.B.B.S.
he lost his dear mother, to whom he was
the apple of her eye, and who desired very
much 1o see him making a name and a for-
tune as a doctor. The doctor broke down
under the blow of this unexpected calamity.
However, urged by his father, the doctor made
up his mind to begin practising, although he
was not in a mood then to undertake any
serious task.

His first six or seven patients died one
after another in a few days, either because
they did not want to live longer in this
world, or because the doctor’s treatment
merely put the finishing touch to the process
which was sending them to the other world.
After this everybody shunned our young doc-
tor, lest his very look should have some
sirange effect on them. Morever a rumour
had spread through the city that the doctor
had gone mad after his mother’s demise, and
that he was a dangerous man to go to for
treatment. In a very short time he became
an object of dread and contempt. To add
to these misfortunes a beautiful rich girl,
who had been madly in love with him while
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Le was studying in the Medical College, and
had vowed to marry him when he would have
become famous, now turned against him
wi:hout even returning his presents.

The doctor’s grief grew intense. He cursed
society. He cursed himself; he thought that
animals were betiter than men in their devo-
tion to afflicted persons. The ridicule and
reproach around only hardened him. Finally
he came to a resolulion: he went to his
father, who was amazed at the excitement
and appearance of his son. For a minute or
two both stood still. Then summoning up
all his courage the son began to speak.
“Father, I have come to say good-bye.” The
father in a rush of emotion cried out: “What,
Prabhakar? Why good-bye? Where are you
going all of a sudden?” “Father, I am go-
ing; where—I do not know. I cannot dwell
in this miserable place. I loathe people. ...
...... » “What, loathe people? You have to
live with them. What can the people do for
your mo.her’s loss? In your distress, you
have been neglectful of your patients. No
wonger people spoke ill of you. But, dear
son, you should not lose heart. After all it
is society........ ?  “Father, enough of it.
What socie’y? Society offers no help to a
man in his need, gives him no encourage-
ment in the time of his misfortune, it merely
afflicts him with penalties and humbles him
to the dust. T have seen enough of society.
I cannot bear it any longer; father, let me
80, let me go to some unknown place far from
men.”  “Prabhakar, you are an educated
man. You need no exhortation; do what
seems to you just and proper; a change
from this place may perhaps cure your mental
anguish; but Prabhakar, do return after
some time; you are my only hope; do not
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disappoint your old father; ah! if your
mother were alive at this time she would
never endure such a sight........ ” The old
man broke down here and words failed
him. '

So the young doctor went his way. He
wandered on and on from the city into un-
known wilds and mountainous regions, where
he enjoyed the sunrise and sunset. He who
hitherto had been buried in books, now
opened his eyes wide and appreciated mother
-nature. He stoed gazing at the lofty moun-
tains. He looked for hours together at the
flowing rivers. He marvelled at the magni-
ficence of nature, and wondered how he could
so long have done without these picturesque
things. New blood began to flow in his
veins. He wandered and wandered listening
to the noise of the flowing stream, and the
music of the birds, which sang in praise of
the Creator with their melodious voices.

~ Twenty years had passed since the doctor
had broken contact with society. Time had
brought a change over his mind. He no
longer appreciated his surroundings as he had
done before; he had begun to loathe them.
He cursed the blazing sun and the hard
rocks. The birds’ music became a noise to
him. He no longer enjoyed the moon or
‘the stars, but thought that they were doing
their appointed work and needed no com-
mendation. He longed and craved to see
men and live in society. He argued that
wild beasts never come to cities and mingle
in society; why, then should he, a man,
invade their forests and dwell with them?

One morning villagers who lived in a tiny
village near a forest, found, to their great
wonder, a man being carried away by the
stream. They rescued him. And when he
opened his eyes and saw his fellow beings
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after twenty years, he was overcome by
exaltation. He went with them, and séttled
down amidst them. 1t struck him then that
men are not after all so harsh as he had
anticipated. The old doctor in him now
began his practice in the village in the midst
of this new society. He achieved great
success. Villagers, illiterate and ignorant as
they were, thronged about their new doctor,
who soon became an object of admiration
and praise. He thanked God for baving
restored him to society. He made good use
of his medical education in his new life, and
soon became a man of wide repute.

One day, when doctor Prabhakar was
attending his patients as usual, an old man
with grey hair and a staff in his hand slow-
ly approached and looked at him. K The old
man asked him: “How is it, doctor, that you
never seem to be tired of attending patients?
You seem to take pleasure in serving.” The
doctor replied: “Tired? Not at all; I have
longed for this opportunity to serve you, poor
prople. I find pleasure in my service.” The
od man spoke again: “Doctor, you are one
of the noblest of men. Your father must
be fortunate in having such a virtuous son.
Ah! I had a foolish son, who was also a
doctor like you, and who deserted me twenty
years ago. What a difference is there be-
tween him and you, doctor! He hated society
........ but you find pleasure in doing
service to society. How can I compare you
with him?” The doctor was wonder-struck.
His eyes glistened. He recognised the old
man for his father. He said: “Yes, father,
what you say is quite true. How can you
compare a man with himself? Father, can’t
you recognise me? Father, yes I am, your
‘foolish son’ Prabhakar........

S. GanaraTrY, III B.CoM. (Hons.) .



RETREAT FOR CATHOLICS

“Retreat : What is a Retreat?” asks the
non-Catholic boy freshly come to Loyola,
who Iooks in his College Calendar to see what
holidays there are in August.

If he is inquisitive, (which he is sometimes
not), he will open his dictionary, and there
he will find the following definition of the
word Retreat: “Act of retiring or with-
drawing in the face of opposition, difficulty
or danger; especially of an armed force after
defeat, or to avoid an engagement.”

So might on Honours candidate who is
writing the University examination, seeing
himself in danger, prudently break off the
action, and beat a retreat to avoid further
contact with hostile examiners; he runs
away to fight with better hope another day
a year later.

But that can’t be the sort of Retreat which
is made by his Catholic mates every August;
first because they are not all Honours men,
and second because the examination is not
held in August. So he tries again, and finds
another meaning of Retreat : “Ecclesiastical
term. A period of seclusion or retirement
from one’s ordinary occupations, devoted to
religious exercises.”

The vital word is the qualifying adjective
religious. Many years ago a Retreat in
South Travancore was advertised in the
papers. Among the topics listed “for dis-
cussion” were two, which struck me as

- curious, Bee-keeping and Poultry-farming.
They would not come anywhere within the
range of topics treated in a Catholic Retreat,
except metaphorically; a retreatant, as he is
called, might discover in the course of his
reflexions, that he had a bee in his bonnet
and must take steps not to keep it but to

36

rid himself of it; or confronted with the
accumulated miseries of a lifetime he might
feel like a worm which a fowl is gobbling.
Truth is stranger than fiction; those two
items were on the programme.

Now take this last definition : Retirement
from one’s ordinary occupations, devoted to
religious exercises. That is a good definition
of what a Jesuit Retreat is. It would be a
fine thing if not only Jesuits but plain Catho-
lics generally, or shall we say all men, were
to withdraw periodically from their ordinary
occupations and devoted a few days to the
consideration of spiritual things. What a
difference this would make in our muddied,
aimless, contrarious modern world. Al
our ills would soon be remedied, social,
political and economical. Suppose Uncle
Clem, Chou En Lai, Molly Toff and Uncle
Sam, devoted three entire days in solitude to
the consideration of such simple, primary
matters as Who made you? For what pur-
pose did He make you? What a lovely
world would be born of their new-found con-
victions! You and I would go to sleep with-
out dreading to wake up next morning and
find ourselves whether fissioned or fusioned,
very dead indeed.

Last year’s American papers announced to
the world as a thing to be known of all man-
kind, that the President of U.S.A., the
Lady President of UN.O., and the Prime.
Minister of Pakistan, who was then in U.S.A.,
had entered a nursing home. To the ordinary
man, a nursing home signifies some very
special disease reserved to the gentry, or a
serious operation, recovery from which will
long hang doubtful in the balance. “No;
there was nothing particularly wrong with
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those august personages,” said the papers;
“they were just going for their annuyal
routine check-up.” Common mortals kke
you and me carry on till the doctor has to
be hurriedly called in. Big Pots go to con-
sult the doctor—a whole panelful of him
and specialized—before anything is seriously
wrong, or even when they are feeling Al
And the experts get to work on the Big Man,
check every part of his anaiomy, head,
heart, lungs, etc., to see if they are in good
functioning condition ; they study which
rules of health he has neglected or defied :
and they set him going with a clean bill of
health, good for another spell, with a caution
about what he should avoid in diet or exer-
cise or other activity, if his hody is to be
kept fit, and he is to remain efficient in his
work, whatever the work may be. Something
similar is done with one’s soul in Retreat.
One expert, not a panel getting in each other’s
way, directs the investigation; but the
patient himself, and he is a real patient with
lots of things gone or going wrong, does
most of the probing, he does the exercises.

Every year the Queen Elizabeth Atlantic
liner, the biggest and finest thing afloat, goes
into the dry dock—her nursing home—for
her annual overhauling. No created thing
could stand a year’s Atlantic buffeting with-
out being strained and weakened. Hull,
engines and propellers, steering gear, radar
and radio, electric fittings and the ten
thousand odds and ends that make for maxi-
mum efficiency in a super-luxury liner of her
size, are checked (or should I say check-
upped ?) and tested. Defects, if any, are
repaired, and a certificate is given to the
grand Old Lady that she is fit to resume her
voyaging, and may confidently face the worst
that the North Atlantic Ocean can do when
in his stern mood—and that is quite a lot,
with waves 100 feet high and gales blowing
120 miles an hour.

After every thousand miles’ run a good car
goes to the workshop for servicing. Every
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part of it is looked into; repairs are made;
worn out parts replaced; and an assurance
is given to the owner that his car may be
refied upon to do all that a car of that make
is expected to do in milage, petrol consump-
tion, and comfort.

Every good firm has an annual stock-
taking and audit of its accounts. Small
defects or irregularities taken singly day by
day as they occur do not startle; but accu-
mulated and seen in a lump at the end of a
twelve month, they may give pause, and the
complacent manager who believed he was on
his way to make a fortune, may suddenly
realize with a shock that he is heading for
bankruptcy.

In all things there is a standard of excel-
lence or of serviceableness and efficiency
accepted by the common sense of mankind,
by which they are judged. There is such a
standard for a man’s body, for a ship, for
a car. A body in normal sound health can
do and bear so much; a ship or a car in
perfect condition can and ought to do so
much. And this applies to a man’s soul.
There is a standard or aim and attainment
set for every man. That standard is to love
God and one’s neighbour with one’s whole
heart and mind and strength according to
one’s make-up, that is to say talents or
abilities, and according to one’s length of
days and opportunities. So we go to our
nursing home, into dry dock, into the repair
vard, or into the audit office. '

And we undergo, or rather put ourselves
through as searching an examination as if
life and death (which they literally do)
depended on the outcome of it. An expert
on soul matters presides, and directs our
enqguiry into the aims and purposes and fun-
damental principles which govern a good
human life; we study how we have conform--
ed to them or deviated from them; where we
have gone wrong, what things are fo be set
right, how efficiency can be restored, and
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life lived as it should be till the next Retreat
comes round.

And that, in a general way, is what a
Retreat is, what our Catholics are put through
every year for three days. The retreatant
is not passive like a car, or a ship, or a Pre-
sident—he is the car, the ship, the President;
his own soul, that is to say himself is
under investigation; he himself conducts the
enquiry, for he alone, apart from his Maker,
knows the state of his soul. The preacher
of the Retreat suggests general lines of search,
guides and directs, and is available for con-
sultation.

There are rules of health for the body,
general rules for all in general, and special
rules for special occasions: things to be
avoided and things to be done; and defiance
of the first and neglect of the second both
bring punishment in the form of disease.

And there are rules of health for the soul
also, things that are to be done, and things
that must not be done. Omission of the one
group, and commission of the other, entail
punishment, loss of strength, and of beauty
and gladness in the soul. Thou shalt—vir-
tue must be practised; thou shalt not—sin
in all its shapes must be shunned.

There is a well defined standard of well-

being for the body, and we are careful to
moimtein it And there is a standard of

well-being for the soul; and we-should see
ta that in the measure in which things of the
spirit are more important than things of the
body, the Unseen World more important than
the world which we see. A Retreat ponders
all that. The Pope* makes his annual Re-
treat; clergy and nuns make it, and such
Catholics who can find leisure and oppor-
tuniiy. The ideal contemplated is maximum
efficiency by priest or layman in God’s ser-
vice and the service of his neighbour.

It might be not a bad thing if others be-
sides Catholics made a Retreat. They would
get down to the roots of life, and search
under expert guidance for an answer, each
for himself, to the all-important questions :

Where do I come from, in last resort ?

Whither am I going ultimately ?

What relation has my present life to that
ultimate, the journey’s end, the un-
discovered country from whose bourn
no traveller returns ?

C. LzicH, S./J.

Note.—A message from Rome, dated 28th
November, tells us that the Pope after blessing
10,000 bus and train workers “listened from his
private apartment to the opening discourse of a
week of Spiritual Exercises, in which all the
Priests of the Vatican take part. These Exercises
traditionally bring nearly all official Vatican
business to a close.”

(Madras Mail of 29th November 1954),
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THE RIDDLE : CREATION OR EVOLUTION?

“Don’t you believe in evolution ?” asked
one of my friends, as I was making a hurried
move from the Library the other day.

“To deny evolution is almost unfashionable
these days,” I replied rather surprised at the
unexpected, but not unusual question.
“But,”’ I went on, “to get the ‘missing link’
they_had to create it; the Piltdown man is
a fake.”

“Nevertheless,” he said, “there is an im-
posing array of arguments to prove the
theory. There’s no denying that” The
next moment he was explaining to me how
the article that he had just read and the
pictures that he had just seen had almost
convinced him of the animal origin of man.

Fashionable deceit | But he was mistaken,
as many of us are. Evolufion, the con-
venient hypothesis of the scientist, has
nowadays become an established fact for the
ignorant. Now and then even writers of
repute, playing upon the credulity and
ignorance of the masses, indulge in assertions
without convincing proof, bhow a monkey
lost its tail, began to straighten up, and
think, and finally evolved into a man! No
wonder the millions of today, who get their
thinking done for them by others, are carried
away by these sixpenny popularizations, in
which facts are often overlooked and per-
sonal convictions unduly stressed. So Hux-
ley remarked of his working men: ‘““The
next Friday evening they will all be convin-
ced that they are monkeys.” Even the so-
called educa‘ed, in their hurry to put them-
selves abreast of the enlightened times, may
lose sigh: of facts. But facts are to be faced,
not overlooked, and they have to be examin-
ed. For facts are no: mere labels on botiles.
Any number of assertions without factual
basis, do not prove a theory, whether it be
evolution or anything else.
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Nature Around Us

To the penetrating eyes, even the simplest
blade of grass is a complex phenomenon.
Wordsworth puts it this way :

“To me the meanest flower that blows
can give
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for
- tears.”

Gazing at the beauty and complezity of
nature, one naturally asks oneself “Where
did all this come from ?” The poet has ex-
claimed, the scientist bas proved, and the
philosopher has reasoned, that it is the work
of Infinite Power and Wisdom. Didn’t
Joyce Kilmer declare that

“Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a bee ?”

“But no”, says the naturalist, who would
like to obliterate this troublesome belief of
the world in a Creator. All that we see
around us is, according to him, nothing but
the gradual development of matter, matter
being “autodynamic” and “self-propelling”.
Conceding the statement for a moment with-
out questioning its reasonableness, let us ask
him where did that matter come from? He
assumes that it is eternal or must have come
by 1self, an assumption which science does

‘not countenance.

Science Speaks

That matter is not eternal is borne out by
modern scientific investigation. The radio-
active disintegration of naturally occurring
elemen’s like uranium or thorium, which
follow an exponential law, and the absence
of any natural process leading to their for-
mation, indicate beyond all doubtéhat all of
them must have come into existence at ‘a
definite time. The rate at which the thermo-
nuclear reactions in the interior of the
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stars transmute matter into radiational
energy, has given the astronomers a fairly
accurate idea of the duration of stellar life.
Cosmogonists basing their calculations on
the apparent velocily of the receding galaxies,
"have found that the universe began to ex-
pand at a particular time, The second law
‘of thermodynamics, which remains as the
only unshaken pillar of classical physics in
the world of scientific progress, declares that
pature moves just one way. Clausius words
the law as follows : “The total amount of
entropy in nature is increasing”. That is to
say, the amount of waste energy unavail-
able for mechanical work is constantly increas-
ing in nature. The sun is slowly but surely
burning out. Matter is being transmuted
into energy, and energy- is being dissipated
"into empty space. Scientific authorities are
unanimous in their opinion that the universe
is running down and progressing towards an
end of all activity, or in scientific terms, a
condition of maximum entropy. The annihi-
lation of the universe inescapably points out
to its inception at some time not infinitely
remote. The useful energy that is constantly
diminishing is finite, and must have had a
beginning.
ANl by itself

By acquiescing in the idea, as some do,
that the universe was pre-existent, in which
the sun and stars were new-comers, and the
physical laws were of subsequent origin, we
only attempt to push the time of creation
back into the infinite past. The universe
cannot have originated out of itself, for a
thing that does not exist cannot give itself
existence, a principle that needs no elabora-
tion. If a castle appears on a hill-top, it
must have been built by somebody; if you
get a knock on your head, it must have been
given you by somebody. Every effect has a
cause, and the universe cannot be an ex-
ception. *Modern scientific theory”, pro-
claims J. Jeans, “compels us to think of the
Creator as working outside space and time,
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which are of his creation, just as the artist
is outside his canvas.”

Granting, as any reaspnable person must,
that the Universe is the consequence of a
primordial act of the Creator, could its sub-
sequent ordering be only a “formation” and
not “creation” in the right sense of the word ?
Some wishful thinkers have said that the
Creator after the single creative act retired
and left the universe to develop by itself,

.just like the governor who inaugurates the

football match by giving the first kick to the
ball, and subsequently retires to the pavilion!

Maitter and Life . Gap

We certainly cannot ignore the baffling
phenomenon of life that is in the vegetal and
animal world. Materialists tell us that life
is only an outcome of a ‘“‘chemical reaction”
or of an “accidental collocation of atoms.”
The pews of a Kkitten being precipitated by
mixing two liquids is yet to come from a
chemical laboratory. “True”, says the
naturalist, “we have so far not been able to
produce life, but with the advance of science
we may do so.” Haeckel went a little fur-
ther, and foretold the production of proto-
plasm for commercial purposes ! So they tell
us that the production of life is a possibility.
But “what is the probability” ? asks James
Gray in his presidential address to the zoo-
logical section of the British Association
meeting in 1933, “that any chance distribu-
tion of molecules should lead spontaneously
to the dynamically active mechanism of the
living organism?” The question remains un-
answered.

The historic experiments of Pasteur have
firmly established that life can only come
from pre-existing life. The eminent botanist
Reinke declares : “Under no circumstances
whatever can chemical and mechanical forces
produce a living being. Tyndall affirms
that “no shred of trustworthy experimental
testimony exists to prove that life in our
day has ever appeared independently of
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antecedent life.” The most eminent che-
mists have completely failed to comprehend
the complex biochemical operation of photo-
synthesis that is taking place everyday in the
vegetal world, where the sun’s rays transform
inorganic elements into organic matter. A
plant can be analysed in a laboratory and
reduced to its elements (carbon, nitrogen,
etc.) in a retort; but no one has ever suc-
ceeded in putting those elements together in
such a way that the transformation can take
place. Evidently there is something that
hides from the microscope and evades the
test tube; and the scientist has to admit his
total incompetency to find a mechanical ex-
planation for life. Even Darwin foresaw
this difficulty, and admitted that life was
originally breathed by the Creator into a
few forms or into one.

Darwin Speculates

In 1859, Charles Darwin, a keen and
accurate observer, gave to the world his
famous work Tke Origin of Species—a work
‘replete with facts and unwarranted specula-
tion, which imparted a scientific colour to
the views on evolution then prevalent. But
“we read his scheme of evolution”, as Sir
William Bateson of Cambridge once said,
“as we would those of Lucretius or- of
Lamarck, delighting in their simplicity and
their courage.” Noting certain resem-
blances and differences among the various
animals in the course of his long search and
travel, he makes a bold assertion that all
existing species have evolved from a few
primordial types of life, in very slow and
long processes by the working of natural
laws. He maintains that “Natural Selec-
tion” is the orientating factor of evolution,
and an alternative explanation of the exist-
ence of design in nature. It is presumed
that the species vary, and these variations
affect the individual’s chances of survival.
Those with favourable variations survive
those that have unfavourable variations in
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the existing environment, and transmit their
peculiarities to future generations. The
gradual accumulation of these minor varia-
tions produces, in the long run, a distinct
species, and transforms one type of animal
into another. The small variations in the
species are “chance occurrences” and ‘are
“plindly selected by a mindless environment.”
Thus Darwin wants us to believe that the
crow, the horse, the dog, and finally man
himself have a common progenitor, ‘all pro-
duced by blind chance. Incidentally it may
be remarked that natural selection can weed
out the unfit, and preserve variations, but
how a new species can originate we are not
told.
We want Proof

We have to admit, no doubt, the impossi-
bility of having a seeing-is-believing kind of
proof of evolution, as our span of life is too
short to observe an ape evolving into man,
even granting that it were possible. But a
“clinching” proof is indispensable if we are
to label it as a fact. Some scientific breeders
claim that new species have been created
from existing species. Even if man should
succeed in producing new species, we must
not forget that man, unlike nature, is a
“conscious” agent, capable of selecting the
means to attain his end.

If evolution has taken place, Palaeontology,
Morphology and Embryology must bear evi-
dence to it. Now no scrap of indisputable
evidence can be adduced from those sciences
in its favour. Here I may draw the reader’s
attention to an up-to-date book Is Evolu-
tion Proved? in which Messrs. Shelton and
Dewar brilliantly argue fér and against
evolution, under the umpireship of Sir
Arnold Lunn.

Do Fossils Bear Witness ?

The history of evolution is imprinted,
although incompletely, in the geological
strata, in the form of petrified remains of
plants and animajls, which are known as
fossils. As we ascend from the lower to the
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higher strata, wé sée an upward progression
of life from the simple to the complex, which
seems to lend support to the theory. The
yarious species found in different strata are
fistinct from one another. Did the simple
forms give rise to the complex ? Possibly !
But mere succession in time is no proof of
jescent. If the marine mammals like turtles,
whales and seals, are products of evolution
from land mammals, we should find some of
the transitional fossils; but they are lacking.
Another serious difficulty, is that the Pre-
:ambrian rocks so far known contain no
‘ossils; but in the Cambrian rocks all of a
sudden we find a great amount of highly
organised plant and animal life, which can
be classified into species, genera, families,
orders, classes and phyla. Where did l;hey
come from ? Unable to account for the
sudden appearance of new species, some
have suggested that there has been “Evolu-
tion by Leaps” or “Quantum Evolution”—
which is not evolution at all in the right
senise of the word.

The embryological similarities between
fish and mammal which are pointed out by
some are no longer considered to be of any
value as argument for evolution. As the
evolutionist J. A. Thomson says, “Each
living creature is from the first stage of its
development itself and no other.”

Habits and Instincts

The various instincts and babits of the
myriads of animals could not have been evol-
ved gradually. The Indian weaver bird
could not have acquired its nest-building
habit by evolution, because the earlier nests
before the finalised nest would not have ful-
filled their purpose as nests. The mother
whale gives birth {o its young ones and suc-
kles them under water, as a contrast to the
land mammal from which it is supposed to
have developed ; which means that a special
adaptation is necessary. The water spider,
an air-breather, builds its dwelling under
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water, and rears its young there. It has a
special device through which it gets oxy-
genated air from the surface. An ordinary
spider cannot live long under water, and hence
a special adaptation is imperative. The evolu-
tionists say that the animals are “pre-adapt-
ed” as a result of “random experimentalism”;
which is no reasonable explanation at all.

Man—"*The Unknown”

Passing beyond the animal kingdom one
cannot fail to be struck by what Shakespeare
styles “the beauty of the world, the paragon
of animals”—man himself, of whom the
scientist after a ceaseless investigation has
returned the verdict “The Unknown”. From
his similarity to the lower animals as regards
structure and constitution, especially in the
embryonic development and retention of
rudimentary organs, it has been deduced that
he is an evolved animal. The clear-cut dis-
tinction between man and mere animal, how-
ever, should not escape our eye. Man is not
a mere bundle of emotions and instincts but
a rational animal. He has an intellect,
whereas the animals have instinct; and this
intellect is distinct from, and not an exten-
sion of, instinct. Instinct leads to fixity of
behaviour or uniformity of action, whereas
intellect leads to diversity. The mother
wasp, for instance, has to paralyze without
killing victims for her newly hatched young
ones; and it does this with unerring accuracy.
It would be impossible for such an accurate
process to have heen discovered by all
the ‘'members of the family through inde-
pendent reasoning. Man is progressive be-
cause he can reason. We are told of the
inventive animals, how the untrained chim-
panzee fitted one stick into the hollow of the
other, in order to get a banana which it could
not reach with its arm or with one of the
sticks. But let us not forget that children,
unable to reason, also do wonderful things.
Huxley asserts that the inventive animals
cannot reach the level of education to which
deaf and dumb children can be brought,
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Diflers not in Degree, but in Kind

Man’s intellect does not differ in degree
but in kind from instinct. He sees grass and
says “The grass is green”. Greenness does
not exist as such, it transcends space and
time. The grass does not exist in space and
fime separated from its greenness. The
Hidgement, as we see, excludes space and
time. Likewise he understands the abstract
terms ‘“‘goodness”, “beauty”, and so on, even
though he doesn’t see them except in a ‘good’
man or 2 ‘beautiful’ thing. They cannot be
mere sensible reproductions. Also he has
ideas of morality and religion. Therefore
man has definitely a spiritual element in
him. Evolution, which is a transmutation of
matter, cannot lead to annihilation of matter
and creation of non-matter or spirit. The
existence of a spiritual soul has to be attri-
buted to a supernatural agency.

Only Suggest, do not Prove

Man’s body conceivably might have evolv-
ed. It resembles the ape’s, but resemblances
only suggest descent but do not prove it.
There are numerous differences too !  If man
is evolved from the ape, we should have the
transitional creature. Antropologists have
supplied us with fossils of the Neanderthal
Man, of the Java Man, of the Heidelberg Man
and so on; but these at last turn out to be
either perfect men or perfect apes. Some
evolutionists, abandoning the ape descent of
man theory, take refuge in the idea that man
and ape have both descended from a com-
mon ancestor, the lemur “a dog-faced mon-
key, found in Madagascar.” The evolution-
ary descent of man has also been argued
from certain so-called rudimentary organs
found in him, which he is supposed to have
inherited from lower animals, in which they
served a useful purpose. But as somebody
humourously put it, “theré is nothing rudi-
mentary in the rudimentary organs except
our knowledge of them.” For want of
careful observation we maintained some time

LOYOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL 1955

back that certain glands like the thyroid,
and pineal, were useless; but now we know
their use. Moreover man might have found
use for certain organs now considered super-
fluous, under different environmental con-
ditions.

Concluding remarks

Despite the claims of evolutionsts we are
constrained by the hesitancies and uncer-
tainties of science to hold evolution to be
only “a poetical accumulation of probabili-
ties without proof”. The materialist has
unfortunately made it an effective weapon
to propagate his anti-religious views. But
the truth remains: the origin of the
universe has ultimately been traced back to
a Creator; life is not a consequence of acti-
vity immanent in matter; the spiritual soul
of man cannot evolve out of matter,

The Catholic Church is not against evolu-
tion; she is not interested in it, except in so
far as it is applied to man’s body. There she’
cautions against hasty unfounded assump-
tions. Men of science and learning are left
free to investigate and speculate. She has
nowhere said that God by a direct act created
each species separately. In fact Doctors of
the Church like St. Augustine and . St.
Thomas admitted the possibility of new
species originating from existing ones.

Note—A Message from Paris dated 14th
November 1954, informed us that a live specimen
of the Coelacanth, a fish supposed to have be-
come extinct fifty million years ago, had been
caught off Mozambique. This primitive fish
“which has lived on unchanged from very early
prehistoric times, is expected to start revela-
tions of remarkable secrets of the pre-historic
world. It may be the missing lmk betWeen
man and his ancestors of the sea.’

(Madras Mail, 15th November 1954)

One of these remarkable secrets whose revela-
tion will be eagerly expected, is how in this
evolutionary world a living thing could have .
remained unchanged for fifty million years, and
yvet be the link between man and his marine
ancestors.

Ferix E. Satpanma, IV B.Sc. (Hons.)
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RESEARCH IN OUR CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT

Whenever there is talk of the research
section of the Chemistry Department, I am
reminded of the standing question of Father

- Leigh, “When are you going to give us
something in a pot or pan, something we can
see and handle, something useful ?” and of
my evasive answer, “No, not yet.” May be
my answer should be, “Not at all”, for a
College Research Lahoratory is not meant to
produce commercially useful articles, but to
bring out new knowledge about material
things, to provide an insight into their inner
make-up, and to discover general laws about
them,

However, I must confess that I am not
quite satisfied with such a categorical answer
and the reason for it. After all, science, any
science like chemistry, is not only new know-
ledge, but in a way also useful and practical
knowledge. If you do not want to utilise for
practical ends new knowledge derived from
your own researches, well, someone else will.
Even the most abstract scientific discoveries,
however devoid at first of practical applica-
tions, find sooner or later, through the inge-
nuity of some inventive mind, or by the force
of circumstances, very valuable and useful
applications. What more abstract and
abstruse scientific knowledge can one think of
than. the space-time theory of Einstein ? And
yet, one of its corollaries, mass-energy
relationship, is at the very basis of the cut-
rent exploitation of atomic energy for the
benefit of mankind. To argue therefore in
a country like ours, which more than any

. other needs the full utilisation of science for

the well-being of our people, that scientific
research need not concern itself with useful
knowledge, seems rather unrealistic,

It is the awareness of this fact on the one
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hand, and on the other of the non-availahi-
lity, in a laboratory starting research for the
first time (1948), of facilities for work jn
the fields of my specialisation, that induced
us to take up for study subjects which did
not require any specialised equipment, but
at the same time held out prospects of useful
scientific knowledge. One such subject was
the structural investigation of the main con-
stituents of Indian cashew-nut she'l liquid.

Commercial Cashew-nut Shell Liquid

Cashew-nut shell liquid (CNSL), the
dark, viscous and vesicant liquid present in
the pericarp or shell of cashew-nut, is a by-
product of the cashew kernel industry ex-
tensively developed on the south-west, Mala-
bar-Mangalore coast, and in northern
coastal Andhra. Its availability is 15,000
tons per year; of which only about 5,000 tons
are actually recovered; and most of this is
exported to U.S.A., where it is converted
into a variety of valuable products, such as
high-class baking and electrical insulating
varnishes, plastics, moulding powders, and so
on. This is the commercial CNSL, known to
contain mainly a monophenolic hody (car-
danol), a dihydric phenol (cardol), and a
small amount of anacardic acid whose decar-
boxylated product is cardanol. The solvent
extracted CNSL contains, on the other hand,
mainly anacardic acid and cardol.

At the time (1948) that we got interested
in CNSL, there was a good volume of pub-
lished li‘erature on the general chemical
nature of its phenolic constituents. Cardanol
was assigned the structure m-pentadeca-
dienyl phenol, cardol, m-pentadeca-dienyl
resorcinol, and anacardic acid, o-carboxy
m-pentadeca-dienyl phenol.
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The problem, still to be solved, was the
exact location of the two double bonds in the
Iong .alkenyl side chain of 15 carbon atoms.
American workers (Dawson et al,, J. Amer.
Chem. Soc., 1946, 68, 345; ibid., 1948,
70, 3675, etc.) placed one of the two double
bonds between 8, 9 carbon atoms, counting
from the nucleus in cardanol, but expressed
doubt as to the homogeneity of the olefinic
nature of the side chain. Our own -early
findings (Current Science, 1950, 19, 209 and
281) showed definitely that in regard to the
side chain unsatyration, cardanol was a
heterogeneous mixture of mono-di-and poly-
olefinic components, whose fortuitous mixture
gave an average of two double bonds per
mole, and furnished new experimental evi-
dence for the double bond in the mono-olefin
to be located at the 8, 9 C-atoms.

Systematic structural study of the other
components of cardanol from commercial
cashew-nut shell liquid, undertaken for an
M.Sc. thesis (submitted to the Madras Uni-
versity in 1951) established the fact that car-
danol contains only three olefinic components,
v4g., the mono-olefin with the double bond at
8-9 atoms, the di-olefin at 8-9 and 11-12 C
atoms, and the tri-olefin at 7-8, 8-9 and
11-12 or 7-8, 9-10 and 11-12 C atoms, the
available evidence not permitting of a definite
choice for the last component. The first two
structures were later confirmed by American
workers (Dawson et al., J. Amer. Chem. Soc.,
1953, 75, 4952) who, however assigned for
the tri-olefin the correct structure with the
double bonds at 8-9, 11-12 and 14-15C atoms,
and detected also a saturated component,
m-pentadecyl phenol.

Solvent-extracted CNSL

It was soon realised that, from a scientific
view-point, CNSL extracted with organic
solvents would be a better material for
structural study than the commercial liquid
obtained by heat-treatment, during which
most of the anacardic acid gets decarboxylat-
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ed. Anacardic acid, therefore, was first
isolated from solvent-extracted SNSL and
was, for the first time, separated by careful
and exhaustive fractional crystallisation at
low temperatures,—80 to 0°C., into fairly pure
samples of a saturated component and mong-,
di~ and tri-olefins. The olefinic structure of
each of these components, found to be
similar to what was observed in the case of
commercial cardanol, was deduced by the
analysis of their mild oxidative degradation
products and their derivatives. A brief
account of these results was, for the sake of
priority, published recently (Nature, 1954,
174, 604), and a complete account presented
in the Ph.D. thesis submitted to the Madras
University (August 1954). Further, the
dihydric phenol, cardol, was, also for the first
time, isolated in a fairly pure form in a mole-
cular still (a gift from Mr. William F. Hofi-
mann, Jr., Vice-president, Irvington Varnish
& Insulator Co., USA), and its di-olefinic
structure completely elucidated. Here again,
a short summary of the results was published
for the sake of priority (Current Science,
1954, 23, 265), and the full details described
in the Ph.D. thesis just referred to.

With the possession of the complete struc-
tural knowledge of the two main constituents
of CNSL, it is now possible to devise ways
and means of putting this valuable raw mate-
rial to newer and better uses.

During the course of the above investiga-
tions, a new method was developed to estimate
rapidly and accurately the olefinic unsatura-
tion of commercial as well as solvent-extract-
ed CNSL, (J. Sci. & Ind. Research, 1953,
12B, 524); also an improved type of appa-
ratis was designed for quantitative hydro-
genation of small amounts of unsaturated
compounds; the apparatus will be published
later. )

Catalytic Cracking of Cardanol
A second piece of research on commercial
CNSL, was the catalytic cracking of its
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monophenol, cardanol, the results of which
formed an M Sc. thesis submitted to the
Madras University in 1952. The general
conclusions of this work could be adequately
interpreted in terms of the structures of the
various catalysts used and a carbonium-ion
mechanism. It seems quite feasible on the
basis of the results obtained to prepare a
phenol with shorter side chain than cardanol
itself, which will be a better starting mate-
rial for plastics than the latter, and to get
unsaturated hydrocarbon gases of industrial
importance.

Autoxidation of CNSL

A third piece of research on commercial
€NSL was the autoxidation of its mono-
phenol in air and oxygen, with a view to
elucidating the na‘ure of its drying proper-
ties, for which it is used in varnish prepara-
tions. The results of this work were present-
ed at the Baroda session of the Indian Science
Congress January 1955, and will later be
written up for publication.

Phenol-Formaldehyde Reaction Kinetics
Bakelite is one of the very first and most
popular of plastics, and yet our knowledge
of the complex reactions undergone by
phenol and formaldehyde to yield the basic
tesin of this plastic material is very incom-
plete. In order to get some information on
the primary reaction steps preceding the
resinification stage, a preliminary study was
made of the kinetics of the reaction between
phenol and formaldehyde in dilute solutions
and under various experimental conditions.

The rather interesting results obtained in this.

study were presented for an M.Sc. thesis to
the Madras University in 1953. A more
exhaustive investigation of the same subject
with new analytical technique has been taken
up for a Ph.D. thesis. These results will be
of use in the understanding of the chemical
reactions involved in the making of resinous
materials for commercial CNSL, whose main
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constituents are, as we have seen, phenolic
compounds.

3-Carene from Indian Turpentine Oil

Another of our natural products lending
itself to fruitful research is turpentine oil,
whose importance as an-industrial raw mate-
rial was reviewed by us some time ago,
(Chemical Age, April 1952, pp. 103-107). Its
maijn defect, compared to its European and
American counterparts, is that it contains a
large percentage (30 to 60) of a substance
called 3-carene, which easily undergoes chemi-
cal change in contact with atmospheric oxy-
gen, thus rendering Indian turpentine oil
poor in keeping quality. Earlier work done
in India on 3-carene consisted mainly in con-
verting it by liquid and vapour-phase
catalysis into para-cymene. A systematic
investigation was conducted not only to
obtain high yields of para-cymene from
3-carene, but also to elucidate the reaction:
mechanism in liquid and vapour phase cataly-
tic processes. Several notes on the results
obtained were published for the sake of prio-
rity (J. Sci. & Ind. Research, 1951, 10B, 100,
1952, 11B, 36; 1953, 12B, 121 and 122).

From the above work it has now been con-
clusively proved for the first time, that in
liquid and vapour phase catalysis 3-carene
first undergoes fission of its cyclopropane ring
to give para-and meta-menthadienes, which
along with appropriate shift of the double
bonds get dehydrogenated into the corres-
ponding para- and meta-cymenes. Vields up
to 95% of cymenes were shown to be possible
over active chromia-alumina catalysts of
suitable composition, temperature and liquid
hourly space velocity. Further, the relative
proportion of para- and meta-cymenes could
be varied by proper choice of the catalyst
and experimental conditions. A good deal of
isomerisation work on 3-carene, particularly
in liquid phase, with various catalysts has
been completed, throwing light on the nature
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of the several steps involved in the overall
reaction.

The results of all this work have been
incorporated in an M.Sc. thesis (submitted
to the Madras University) and a Ph.D.
thesis (to the East Panjab University) in
August 1954. Also, in the course of this
investigation, a modification and improve-
ment was made of a semi-quantitative method
of evaluating p-cymene previously available
in published literature, and successfully
applied to the estimation of both para- and
meta-cymenes (Current Science 1953, 22,
112). Because of the practical industrial
importance of some of the results obtained
in the above work, an Indian patent is being
taken for the production of cymenes from
Indian turpentine oil.

Longifolene from Indian Turpentine Oil

The heavier fraction of Indian turpentine
oil contains the sesquiterpene longifolene. An
M.Sc. research scholar is studying the be-
haviour of this terpene over synthetic and
commercial cracking catalysts, and has
obtained some interesting results of scientific
and industrial importance.

Terpineol :

As part of the work on terpenes, aromatisa-
tion of terpineol was studied. A preliminary
report of the results obtained on the liquid
phase aromatisation of ferpineol using sul-
phur and zinc chloride was published some-
time ago (J. Sci. & Ind. Research, 1953, 12B,
505). This work and the major investigation
of the vapour phase dehydration and dehy-
drogenation over various solid catalysts have
been presented for an M.Sc. thesis to the
Madras University, August 1954.

Gas Kinetics

Interest in gas kinetics, our first love, as it
were, in chemical research could be manifest-
ed, until liquid air was available, only in the
shape of a re-examination and reinterpreta-
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tion of other people’s work, and a critical re-
evaluation of the results already available on”
silicon and tin tetramethyls was published in
1950 (J. Indian Chem. Soc., 1950, 27, 509).
As soon, however, as liquid oxygen became
available from Indian Oxygen and Acetylene
Company in Tondiarpet in 1951, experi-
mental work in gas kinetics was started. Also
fortunately for us, a research project on the
kinetic study of the thermal decomposition
of mercury dimethyl in the vapour phase was,
about the same time, sanctioned and subsi-
dised with generous financial aid by the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research,
New Delhi. The results of this piece of
research published recently (J. Sci. & Ind.
Research, 1954, 13B, 232) furnished some
interesting information regarding the kinetic
order and mechanism of this reaction, and
indirectly on the rather disputed question of
the activation energy of the elementary re-
action between methyl radical and molecular
hydrogen.

Later, a similar study of the highly inflam-
able and not easily preparable zinc dimethyl,
was taken up for an M.Sc. thesis. Unlike the
metal alkyls previously examined, zinc
dimethyl seems to involve a good percentage
of heterogeneous decomposition, so that
special methods have had to be used to
evaluate separately the homogeneous and
heterogeneous portions of the reaction. This
work is still in progress.

This type of gas kinetics research requires
that the student “blows his own glass and
solves his own equations”. The construction
of an all-glass high vacuum apparatus, pro-
duction of vacuum of the order of a millionth
of a millimeter pressure, analysis of gas
mixtures not more than a fraction of a cubic
centimetre in volume, and the manipulative
skill and long patient hours demanded by
each experiment, are not only a test of the
resourcefulness and theoretical knowledge of
the student, but alse an excellent training for
fundamental work in the type of research
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needed for the understanding of industrially
important catalytic reac.jons in homogeneous
and heterogeneous phases.

A research project on the polymerisation
of 3-carene from Indian turpentine oil, sub-
sidised by the Council of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research, New Delhi, has recently been
taken up, and is expecied to yield results of
technical importance.

Finally, it may not be out of place to
point out that the practice in this laboratory
from i's very inception has been, in keeping
with the best traditions of university labora-
tories in the West, to enable the student to
construct, as far as possible, the apparatus
needed for his particular research. Hence,

most of the glass apparatus used for the work
reported in this brief account has been con-
structed by the students themselves under the
supervision of the director—various types of
gauges, distillation apparatus, even ground-
glass joints, fractionating columns of high
efficiency, gas analysis apparatus, catalytic
units, high vacuum set-up, and so on.

In conclusion it may be added that with a
view to widening the scope and variety of
research in the Chemistry Department, the
Director has gone on a study tour of univer-
sity and industrial research laboratories in
Europe, England and the United States of
America.,

L. M. YEpDANAPALLI, S.J.

KATHAKALI

Flanked by the verdant hills of the
Western Ghats and watered by many cool,
placid rivers, is Malabar. An infinite variety
of landscape lies between the golden palm-
fringed coast and the romantic Western
Ghats: paddy fields, endless coconut groves,
woods and wide horizons; an intricate system
of waterways which still provide the pleasan-
test mode of travel; and towards the
boundary of the Ghats, high waterfalls, tur-
bulent streams and wild jungles. In this
paradisical atmosphere of beauty one of
India’s greatest art forms is found. The
recognition and appreciation that Kathakali
- has received today at the hands of the dance
connoisseurs of the world, is a tribute that
this form of dancing richly desetves,

The origin of this art is often debated.
Tradition ascribes it to an insult suffered by
the Rajah of Kottarakara at the hands of
the Zamorin of Calicut. The story goes that
the former having asked for the loan of the
Zamorin’s troupe of Krishnamattam players
to perform at his palace, was refused it on
the ground that there were no scholars at
Kottarakara who could appreciate it.
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chief retaliated by writing Ramanattam, a play
describing the exploits of Rama. And
gradually out of this emerged a successful
dance drama, in which all the Indian legen-
dary stories of gods and demons play an
equal part; and that in short is Kathakali.

But the authenticity of this legend has
now been questioned, and a study of inter-
nal evidence appears to give the Rama cycle
priority of birth. It fortunately does
not affect our appreciation of Kathakalj
today, whichever way the verdict goes, out
of what rivalry it was begotten, or even when
it was actually born.

When the silence of a Malabar village
is broken by the piercing bursts of dozens of
high-pitched drums, their nervous and
insistent tattoo announces that a Kathakalj
is going to take place. Villagers begin to
assemble in an open space, and a set of Katha-
kali actors in gorgeous costumes dance on an
elevated stage before a thrilled audience,

Intense practice spread over five or six
years can alone achieve the mastery of the
limbs and more especially the movements of
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the eyes, which are so important in this form
of art. Eye control and eye movement, to
the accompaniment of the drum beats, is
one of the highlights of this art. The facial
make-up of Kathakali actors is its most
spectacular part and may perhaps appear to
be fantastic; it takes nearly four hours from
start to finish; and when the head-dress is
finally set on the head, the ugliest of mortals
are metamorphosed into the handsomest gods,
or the most awe-inspiring demons.

In Kathakali actors are grouped accord-
ing to their natures and qualities. Thus the
hero of the play, princes and good men, and
characters whose gentleness and virtue are
their chief qualities, have their faces paint-
ed green. In this category are Krishna,
Indra, Rama and his brothers, and the heroes
of the Mahabharatha. Demons and kings
with brave but evil minds are called Kathi.
Ravana, the villain of the Ramayana, Duryo-
dhana and Kicheka of the Mahabharatha,
belong to this type. This type alone are
allowed to make sounds during the perform-
ance—sudden, short, shrieks at moments of
excitement, during the entrances, or at
climacteric moments, as in battle scenes.

The most hideous of the personages are
the Red Beards (Chogunna Thadi). Their
faces are painted red, and over the red black
lines are drawn. Two round, white knobs, like
huge warts, are pasted on the forehead and
on the nose to increase their awesomeness.
Lines are made with rice paste along the
cheek bones, and two layers of semicircular
white paper, two inches wide, are stuck to
the rice paste. The teeth are blackened, and
two fangs are inserted at the sides of the
mouth. A red beard is attached to the chin,
and this adds to the grotesque appearance.
Bali, Sugriva, Dussasena belong to this
category.

Female roles are generally played by male
actors, whose faces are painted yellow, with
the eyes clearly outlined in thick black mas-
cara. Such painting is a considerable help to
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facial expression, the colours of the paint and
projections having specific reference to the
various traits which predominate in the
various characters. It is always the strong
passions that find expression in Kathakali,
and the facial expression is made to suit them.

The items of the costumes are in keeping
with the facial painting. The typical head
dress worn by the leading characters consists
of a crown with an attached halo. The size
of the halo depends upon the character of the
person. Red beards, whose magnificence is

-their enormous size, wear haloes almost three

feet in diameter.

Thadi or bearded characters wear a cir-
cular hat with wide brim and conical crown.
Hanuman wears a white hat, which has
hundreds of bits of bright silver suspended
from the brim, which sparkle as the actor
performs his antics. Women roles are dressed
exceedingly simply. The blouse and skirt are
long and flowing, and usually the cloth has’
printed flower patterns. A cloth is also
wrapped round the head. Rishis (Sages)
wear only a white loin cloth, and the sacred
thread of Brahmins strung diagonally across
the chest and the shoulder.

The costume of Xathakali has been recent-
ly subjected to severe criticism. But this
elaborate though stereotyped costume is quite
in keeping with the Hindu ideas of symbolic
representation. The very sight of the charac-
ter reveals his inward nature and the innate
motive of his actions. As Faubion Bowers
remarks in his book Thke Dance in India,
“Kathakali costuming is impressive and must
serve as the basis of any improvement. To
discard it entirely, as many suggest, would
be tantamount to destroying one of the
fundamentals of the art’s atmosphere.”

The orchestra, which stands in a semicircle
immediately behind the actors, is composed
of two musicians, one keeping time with a
gong called Ckengale, and the deputy with
a pair of clashing cymbals called Elathalam,
and- a Chkende p'ayer and a Maddaelem
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player. Chenda is a cylindrical drum beaten
with: sticks, and Maddelam is a bigger variety
of the Mridengam, which is found in South
‘India.

Kathakali music is Carnatic music in its
pristine purity. In addition, the tunes are
in harmony with the feelings to be conveyed.
Mudras or movements of the hand closely
follow the complicated syntax of Xatha-
kali’s Sanskritized Malayalam. They are
used as a substitute for the spoken language.
As the musicians sing the words of the
dialogue from behind the actors, the mean-
ing of it is vividly translated by the actors

into the silent language of facial expressions,
bodily attitudes and poses, and figuration of
the hands.

Unsurpassed in the perfection of technique
and unrivalled in the harmony arising out
of a happy and mellifluous blending of
Nritta (the rhythmic movements of the
body), Nritya (facial expressions), Sakitya
{literary merit), and Semgeethe (music),
this indigenous art of Kathakali in Kerala is
today an object of attraction and study for
the art lovers of East and West.

S. Raman, II U.C.

THE ASIAN SEMINAR FOR CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

At least a few people in Madras sat up
during the month of December to take
notice of some special gatherings of students
which were taking place at Loyola College
between the 10th of December and the 2nd of
" January. There were eighty students, about
sixty of whom came from foreign, mostly
‘Asian countries : Chinese from Hong Kong,
Japanese, Filippinos, Malays, Indonesians,
Ceylonese, Australians, New Zealanders,
Burmese. All of them were Catholic Uni-
versity students, belonging to a common
international  organisation called Pax
Romana. This body came into existence
soon after the first great World War. The

_ aim of jts founders, all University students,

was to work for the establishment of 3
true Christian peace, not by political work
but by fostering a sense of unity and friend-
ship among University men and women all
over the world, and helping to deepen their
religious convictions by a more intellectusl
appreciation of their beliefs. Pax Romana
bas its headquarters at Fribourg in Switzer-
land. Its representative in India is the
. AICUF, the All India Catholic University
Federation, which has its central office at
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Loyola College, and makes itself known to
the outside world through a monthly pub-
lication called ‘The King’s Rally’. It has
been the desire for many years of those who
have been the moving spirits of Pax Romana
to bring Asian students together into closer
unity, considering the fact that each of the
Asian countries has had more contact with
the West than with its Asian neighbours,
and has been largely unaware of the pro-
blems common to its part of the world.
The idea was of course not just to bring
University men and women together for
mere social contacts, but to help them to
study questions of common interest, discuss
answers to these, exchange information
about University life in their respective
countries, and also to learn to live together
as in a family, eating and praying in com-
mon.

The word ‘Seminar’ intrigued quite a few
people. The Concise Oxford Dictionary
does not recognise its existence. But the
word is current and found almost every day
in the newspapers. A Seminar is a place
where people study together in view of some
future work, where the seeds of knowledge
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and. zeal. are sown, that will bear fruit later
on. The Asian Seminar was therefore meant
for study, study through personmal contacts,
discussions, exchange of valuable information,
some lectures and mutual entertainment.
The editor of a Madras paper referred to
the Seminar as ‘an esoteric gathering’ to
which he ‘had not the honour of being in-
. vited’. There was no disrespect meant to
the Press, but the Seminar precisely was
not a gathering eager for publicity. There
were occasions open to the public, for the
Press was invited to assist at and report
the discourses addressed to the delegates by
such eminent visitors as Cardinal Gracias,
Bishop Raymond of Allahabad, Fr. J.
D’'Souza, and Mr. Ruthnaswamy. But its
work was essentially quiet; and away from
she footlights.

The main questions studied were the
nature and function of the University in the
present changing world of Asia, the extent to
which Asian Universities conform to the ideal
University, and the role of Catholics in the
University. Facts were gathered covering
the intellectual and religious life of Catholic
students, their outlook, their special problems.
Careful reports were drawn up after each
series of discussions. These are for the use
of the various national federations which had
sent the members of the Seminar as their
delegates.

There was one holiday during the three
weeks’ session, on which the delegates went
on an excursion to Mahabalipuram, taking
Tirukalikundram on the way. A very deep
impression was made on them by the sight
of the crowds of beggars at these places.
Further acquaintance was made with the
poor of India on Christmas Day, when they
organised a public feeding of poor families
in one of the cheris near Loyola. Of the
general impressions gathered about India
this of India’s poverty seemed to many of
them the most vivid. They saw something
of our efforts to solve our problems during
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a: visit to ome of the Community project
centres near Chingleput. They declared
that they had learnt much on this occasion
and expressed a desire to see more in this
line. )

Very near the end of the three weeks’ work
the delegates paid a visit to the University,
where they were received by the Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar,
who struck the right note when he said that
the purpose of all such international gather-
ings was to help people to understand each
other better and realise that the things that
unite us are much more important than
those which divide, and that the aim of the
Seminar would be served if the participants
in it would help to deepen in the world
around them those moral convictions that
inspired them and had brought them to-
gether. This little speech was greatly appre-
ciated, for though many of the delegates
themselves had not been quite clear in their
own minds about the sense of a ‘Seminar’,
their three weeks’ life together had made
them realise that they had been sowing the
good seed which it was their job to spread
in their respective @tzies; and that it
was a question of more than ‘moral’ convic-
tions.

The “organisers and promoters of the
Seminar, chief among whom was the general
Secretariat of Pax Romana itself—the gene-
ral Secretary Bernard Ducret, Assistant
Jeremy Mitchel, and the Chaplain Fr. Kaelin,
had come over personally to help—were con-
scious all the time of having taken a risk in
trying to get so many different young people
together- from all over Asia and at so much
expense to everybody concerned! But at
the end every one was sure that the ex-
periment had been well worth trying, for it
brought a real yield in the shape of the
creation of a true family consciousness
among the delegates, a perceptible deepen-
ing of - convictions, a purposiveness and
determination for the future, along with a
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fresh awareness of the problems of the
Catholic intelligentsia. There was genuine
human sorrow when the day came for depar-
tures, for a real family spirit had been built
up ; but it was fully realised that the friend-

ship of Catholic University men and women
in and for Christ outlasts all merely human
contacts and acquaintanceship.

LAWRENCE SunparaMm, S./J.

EDUCATIONAL REFORMS

Sw,

As a Professor of Political Economy, 1
should like to express my opinion on the
forthcoming educational reforms. The se-

cond Peshwa Baji Rao is reputed to have -

said once, “Strike, strike, strike at the
withered tree, and the branches will fall of
themselves.” Hence, Sir, educational re-
forms will have to be brought into force in
Primary Institutions, and it is with reference
to Nursery Rhymes that I type these words.

At a recent conference of the UPELU
(Unemplayed Political Economy Lecturers’
Union) it was decided that Nursery Rhymes
should have no place in the curriculum of
Primary Institutions, by a vote of ten to one.
‘The only opposer of the above motion being
employed in the local college, his vote was
treated as invalid. To give but one ex-
ample of these uncouth rhapsodies, take the
well known rhyme :

Little Jack Horner,

Sat in a corner,

Eating his Christmas pie.

He put in his thumb,

And pulled out a plum,

And said “What a good boy am 117,

 Observe, Sir, the iniquity that lies in that
appatently harmless couplet. Jack Horner
is obviously a case for the psycho-analyst.
We learn that the season is one of rejoicing.
Christmas, for the normal being, is remini-
scent of mistletoe, Santa Claus, and of
stomach-aches too. In this scene of happi-
ness and well-being the presence of Jack
Horner, Sir, is a blot. Why this preference
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for a corner ? Surely there are more cheer-
ful places in a house. As such his no-cheer
complex is bound to exercise a morbid in-
fluence on children of tender ages.

The very suggestion of Christmas pie is
indicative of strongly developed bourgeois
propensities towards luxury, with scarcely a
thought for the millions of the starving pro-
letariat; but I shall not dwell too long on
this topic, lest I be branded a Communist.

The second part of this poem is no better
than the first, and is to say the least un-
redlistic. “He put in his thumb’—a very
normal action. Little boys’ thumbs have
been known to get into jam bottles, and bet-
ween door jambs also, the latter by no means
a comfortable position. But immediately
afterwards comes the paradox: how could
the afore-mentioned Jack Horner pull out a
plum ?

We are led to the erroneous conclusion
that his thumb acted as a sort of fork, and
extricated a plum from the pie. How I ask
is this possible ? The act transgresses all
known physical laws. Perhaps a Cinque-
valli, a Houdini, and possibly an Indian
juggler, might have achieved this astounding
feat. But as such it gives children at an
impressionable age a misrepresentation of
facts. And children have to grow up in this
twentieth century world, a world of hard
realities and not plum-juggling. To give
them the notion that one has but to put
one’s thumb into pies and draw out plums, .
will be to show them the primrose path to
perdition.
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The last line is full of latent danger. To
explain that the above sequence of events
is ethical is ridiculous. Oscar Wilde defined
goodness as “being in harmony with one-
self”’; vice and disharmony are synonymous.
Can the act of withdrawing a plum from a
pie, slyly extricating it with the intention
perhaps of not sharing it with his brothers
and sisters, be termed virtuous? The
reader is left to form his own opinion of the
virtues of selfishness. ,

The UPELU has come to the sensible con-
clusion that Nursery Rhymes are injurious
to the mental health of our progeny, who
will soon be stepping into our glorious

Dr. KATJU'S ADVICE TO

On Saturday 22nd January Dr. K. N.
Katju, Defence Minister, addressing a very
large audience composed of the Madras
College Students’ Union and their friends
and well-wishers, in our Bertram Hall, after
speaking of the aims of Congress, then in
session at Avadi, to establish within the four
corners of the Constitution a socialistic
pattern of society where the means of pro-
duction would be either owned by the Nation
or under Social Control, went on to give some
practical advice to the rising generation of
students; on them lies the responsibility of
steering the socialistic experiment to a success-
ful and happy conclusion.

(1) They should remember that a good
mind needs a sound body for its proper func-

tioning, and now is the time, not later, for'

making their bodies sound. Physical exer-
cises, athletics, prowess on the Sports’
fields, are good in their way; but there is one
thing more fundamentally necessary to man,
as experience shows, and that is Chastity;
chastity of mind, of beart, of body.

(2) He was happy to hear that Madras
students do not indulge in politics, but con-
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heritage. They do not advocate. that Poli- .
tical Economy be taught instead of Nursery
Rhymes, since children at these tender ages
will not be able to assimilate the most ele-
mentary principles of this subject; but they
do hope that the authorities will include in
the curriculum -such useful subjects. as
Civics, Hygiene, and Philosophy.

- I remain Sir,

“Yours, etc.
Prof. W. Blanket

Copy sent to the Ministry of Education.
P. R. Crarr, HI B.Sc.

THE RISING GENERATION

centrate their attention on their studies.
That is right. They must train themselves
now to fill the posts that will be available
to them in a few years’ time. The time is
coming when, with the espansion of our
resources and the industrializing of the
Country, there will be employment for all.
But all must be employable. The unem-
ployed usually fall into two categories, the
employable and the unemployable. To be
employable requires bodily fitness, technical
knowledge and special aptitudes. Now is the
time to acquire them. ‘
Even now there is need for large numbers
of technicians trained to promote national
prosperity. Students must make up their
minds now what they intend to become and
do later, and prepare themselves accordingly.
(3) Students must show respect to their
teachers, for teachers occupy a most respon-
sible position in the training of young men.
During his own school days in a Mission
school at Lahore he spent only two months
every year at home with his parents; for the
other ten months his only contact with his
father was by means of a weekly postcard.
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(4) Many, students among his audience
are studying in- Missionary Colleges; many
helong to Loyola College. Loyola, they
should know, was one of the greatest names
in history. St. Igpatius of Loyola, whose
name the College bears, was a wonderful
man, who achieved marvels during his own
life time, and founded an order to perpetuate
his work. That Order, the Society of Jesus,
is still doing magnificent work in the service
of mankind in many parts of the world—in
Europe, America, and our own motherland.

(5) Missionaries in India are doing signal
service to our Country, especially by work-
ing among the tribes who live in mountainous
regions and remote jungles, and who belong
to the depressed classes. These Missionaries
have come to our country, leaving kith and
kin and the land where: they were born, to
live with our people, to live our lives, adopt-
ing the customs and habits of our people.
They are moved to this relentless sacrifice of
self, by a spirit of service which seeks no
other end than that our people may become
better people. They are consumed with an

unquenchable desire to spread:.'a- message
which they hold dearer than life itself.

They receive the call to Service, not when
they have grown old, but when they are still
in the bloem of youth, in their early twen-
ties, as the biographies of these men show,

(6) Dr. Katju urged his audience to culti-
vate something of the spirit of service with
which those Missionaries come to our Coun-
try and spend their lives with the down-
trodden among us. These people are our
own people, flesh of our flesh and bone of
our bone. Students should burn with the
deserve to show the light which they possess,
to their less fortunate brethren.

(7) Finally he exhorted his audience to
read the biographies of Missionaries, and to
emulate them in their devotedness to the
service of humanity.

All service, to be of real value, must be
personal .service. What our Country wants
is, more even- than money, young men
animated with the Missionaries’ spirit.

One of the Audience.
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GAMES REPORT

Read at the College Day Sports, 12th February 1955. Sri N. D. Sundaravadivelu
(Director of Public Imstruction, Madras) presided; and Srimathi Sundaravadivelu
gave away the prizes.

The most outstanding feature for this
year’s Report is that there is nothing out-
standing—a smart phrase which I have
borrowed from a tail-ender in the Junior
Inter. We have of course some very distin-
guished sportsmen; but when we need them,
they are either wandering about Australia or
North India, defeating the giants of tennis,
or, like Kripal Singb, they are time-barred
«through having shot into fame too early, or
like Ramakrishna they have been summarily
called home by some apprehensive parent
who has not realised the eternal importance
of cricket. Nevertheless we have not been
completely in the doldrums. For the first
time since the inception of the Stanley and
Erskine tournaments Loyola has been award-
ed both; and Loyola players were also run-
ners-up in both tournaments. In the absence
of Krishnan, who was in Australia, Khaleeli
and Mammen won the Travancore Cup for
the Tennis Doubles in the Inter-collegiate
knock-out tournament. In the Singles finals
we were defeated by Law College. Khalee'i
and Mammen represented the University in
the Inter-University tournament, Khaleeli
captaining the team. Madras won the South
Zone at Trivandrum, but were defeated in
Allahabad by Delhi University, winners of
the North Zone.

Cricket has been on a par with tennis. We
have plenty of good material. Three of our
team played for the University—Harihara
Sastry, with 1,000 runs for the season to
his credit, Bhide, a formidable bowler, and
J. Ramakrishna, a veritable pisasu for skit-
tling wickets. He has taken 38 wickets for
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“and ruined us.

an average of 4.6 runs. When we were all
set to bring back the Duncan trophy, a more
malignant pisasu came from Pachaiyappa’s
We are however hoping to
retain the Pennycuick trophy and the Chetti-
nad Cup. Ramakrishna was selected to
play for the State, and Haribara Sastry for
the State junior team. Xripal Singh has
completed what is known as the double, ie.
1,000 runs and 100 wickets for the season.
His best innings was when he scored 208
for Madras in the Ranji Trophy Tourna-
ment, playing against Travancore. This is
the highest individual score in the Madras-
State. As he is in the final Economics
Honours class, we hope that he will bowl out
the examiners and carry his bat victoriously
with a first class on the score board. As a
tribute to his good sportsmanship and his’
distinction as a Test Cricketer, the Principal
is awarding him a College blazer.

We have a very keen B team. I gather
from the eulogistic report of their enthusias-
tic captain, T. S. Narayanan, that the team
is only a little short of Test cricket standard.
I fear there is some wizardry in this team.
Apparently when Dhanushkodi (the bowler,
not the station) advamces to the attack, he
swings the ball both ways; so that to escape
disaster, the batsman must learn to squint,
with one eye looking east and the other west.
The same Dhanushkodi is our crack carrom
player.

In hockey we have retrieved the Stokes
Shield by winning the Inter-collegiate K. O.
tournament. Loyola has built up such a
redoubtable reputation for hockey, that when
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Ve are defeated, it is matter for headlines in
the local press. We have hit the headlifies
all right by losing the Panagal Cup. Augus-
tine has been a very vigorous, skilful, and
tactful captain. His class attendance has
been equally tactful but not so wvigorous.
He, Ananda Rao, and ‘Cuttack’ D’Silva were
chosen to play for the University, Augustine
being named Vice-Captain of the University
team. Madras won the South Zone finals of
the Inter-University tournament, conducted
by Utkal University at Cuttack. D’Silva
got the title ‘Cuttack’, as the Padma Vibu-
shan was given only to the Vice-Chancellor.

This year’s hockey team is a curious com-
bination of talent. Bhide is a sprinter who
_came first in the 100 metres in the Divisional
Sports. Bhide and Ramaswaroop are also
members of the cricket XI, Soosay con-
descends at need to play for the football XI,
Cuttack D’Silva is something less than an Ait-
Marshal in the N.C.C. air wing. Francis
leads a religious contemplative life on the
field, and Fr. Sequeira with his stick is as
~unning as the dictionary definition of a
Jesuit. Gurudev on the field is concentrated
silence; off the field he is oratory personified,
if we are to judge by the number of cups
won in Inter-Collegiate debates.

Volleyball had much the same fate as
hockey. That is to say they won the knock-out
Inter-collegiate tournament, but were them-
selves knocked out in the Inter-Divisjonal,
This is one of the few cases where one can say
truthfully that it was due to bad luck. We
had a really good team. In fact three of our
men, Lucas, Augustine and Uthupatchan,
made up half the University team. Normal-
ly these three give the impression that they
are incapable of hurting a fly; but when they
go to spike a ball, all the inhibited vicious-
ness of past years and ten thousand devils

seem to be concentrated in their fury. The

capfain, Prem Lucas, has all the slender
beauty of a match-stick, but when he spikes,
the match-stick becomes a sledge hammer.
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Of Athletics I need hardly speak since you
have seen our athletes in action. Bhide I
have already mentioned. Suryakumar came
first in the javelin throw in both the Divi-
sional and the Inter-Divisional Sports;
Barrado came first in the 400 metres hurdles
in the Divisional, and second in the Inter-
Divisional Sports. Jayaraj, captain of our
Athletic team, came second in the 110 metres
hurdles both in the Divisional and Inter-
Divisional. He and Barrado won their way
into the University team for the two hurdles
events.

Football leapt into the limelight last year
when we won both the Lawley Cup and the
Wilson Cup. Now in spite of the determi-
nation of Sirajuddin, our football captain,
the team has unobtrusively returned the
trophies and modestly retired into obscurity..
Hussain alone was chosen for the University.

Basketball has likewise suffered eclipse,
well nigh total. This is all the more surpris-
ing since one of the best teams in the city,
the Ace Basketball Club team, runner-up for
the State Championship, is practically all
Loyola. It includes Sankararajan, our captain
this year, the two Selvarajas, S. and R. J.,
and S. V. Ramaswamy. Venkataraman, our
captain last year is captain of the A.B.C.
The Old Boys in the team are Rajan and
Jagadiswararaja. The A.B.C. won the flood- -
lit tournament conducted by the Egmare
Friends Union club. Sankararajan continu-
ed to be a member of the University team,
which you may recall won-the Inter-Univer-
sity trophy. He played for the State also
and is chosen to play in the Madras Kabbadi
team. . .

Ring tennis, badminton, both ball and
shuttlecock badminton, have their keen vota-
ries, but as these games are not conducted
on an Inter-Collegiate basis it is not easy for
me to say what our standard is. We bave
12 courts for ring tennis and four for bad-
minton, and they are seldom vacant. When
we hold our open tournaments in September,
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badminton always attracts a good crowd,
who make up by noise what they lack in
understanding.

Our September open tournaments are the
occasion for very exciting competition in
indoor games. The table tennis tournament
has brought into prominence some very pro-
mising players, notably John K. John, who
is now Number 5 of Madras State players.
He won the Principal’s Cup, and with Hari-
hara Sastry as his partner, he won also the
Krishnaswamy Iyer Cup for the doubles. In
all our table-tennis tournaments Vecumsee,
the two Albuquerques, Rex and Egbert, and
R. Srinivasan have distinguished themselves,
and are likely to make a name for them-
selves -in  non-professional tournaments.
R. Srinivasan has in fact won the Non-
"Médalists Tournament conducted by the
Mylapore Table-Tennis Association. There
is a lot to be said for keeping professional
players in a separate class. They give their

+ whole time to the game; it is their profession;
whereas the normal individual can only give
an occasional spare hour or two in the course
of a week.

Four of our players were chosen for
_special coaching by Victor Barna under the
Amrit Kaur Coaching Scheme. John K.
John and R. Srinivasan could not afford the
time (3 hours every night) and so dropped
olt. Vecumsee and Mohan Mascarenhas
have now concluded thejr coaching lessons.

I am glad to record that chess has come
back into popularity. About 50 players are
keen, and when early on in the second term
we invited Mr. Venkataraman, the State
Champion, he was good enough to accept
our invitation and take on 12 tables at one
go, and of course beat the lot, except Ben-

" [OYOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL 1955

jamin who, by some magic, managed to beat
the champion,

I am doubtful about including boxing
among the sports. It seems to me more like
manslaughter or one of the lesser crimes. 1
notice that the tendency in America is to
exclude it from University games or sports.
It requires a very bard heart and some dia-
bolical malevolence to contemplate with joy,
and prepare with intense labour, to knock the
stuffing out of some otherwise friendly inno-
cent, whose intention nevertheless it is to
return murder with murder. The ceremonial
embracing that goes on in the ring is merely
the hypocrisy that puts a pleasant face on
the primitive lust for blood. I can say, this
for our Loyola boxers: they are seven, and
for sweetness of temper they rival the Poet’s
Seven. They spent one night practising.
Three of them, Wilmott Archer and Kolan-
daiswamy, got into the University team—by
some mistake ! But none of them did any -
harm and none went to hospital. 4

The N.C.C. have their own celebrations.
This Report therefore omits any reference to
their activities. But 1 may voice the gene-
ral rejoicing that; of the 20 cadets who were
sent up from the Madras and Andhra States
to take part in the Republic Day Celebra-
tions in Delthi, three were chosen from the
Loyola Company, namely Flt. Cadet Srini-
vasarathnam, Sergeant P. M. Belliappa, and -
Senior Under-officer Roshan Ali Baig. This
contingent won the All India Championship
Banner awarded to the best contingent, and
S. U. O. Roshan Ali Baig was adjudged the
best cadet in India. Repeat : the best cadet
in India. N.B.—Roshan Ali Baig is now in
the Law College. )

L. Mureny, S5.J.
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‘D'’ COY ANNUAL REPORT 1854-55

College opened on the 23rd of June; and
“with the beginning of the Academic year

1954, about 60 trained men reported their
arrival. Recruitment began almost imme-
diately, and as usual the lads had to under-
go stiff tests before enrolment. We are
deeply indebted to Dr. Vaz, whose efficiency
enabled us to finish the preliminaries quick-
ly. On the 12th of July, the raw recruits
gingerly had their first “feel” of the rifie,
as they came on parade for the first
time.

Before proceeding further, I should like to
add something about what happened before
College opened. Our boys had just returned
from a tough social service camp. As usual,
they enjoyed every bit of it. On the 16th
April, 2/Lt. Micetich went to Dehra Dun,
where he visited the National Defence Aca-
demy and the J. S. W. (Joint Service Wing).
On returning on the 21st of the month he sub-
mitted his report of the N.D.A. (National
Defence Academy).

A day after 2/Lt. Micetich left for Dehra
Dun, 2/Lt. Rossvan left for Nagpur to
attend a Central N.C.C. Officers’ W.T.
(Weapon Training) Course at Kamptee.

Within a couple of weeks, our smart
N.C.O.’s succeeded in polishing up the drill
movements of the newly envolled recruits,
and on the [Sth of August, Independence
Day, 2/Lt. Rossvan with 30 men under him,
presented arms as Shri C. Subramaniam
hoisted the National Flag in front of Bert-
rarn Hall. Our men were praised for their
smart turnout and drill. Three days later
25 of our men participated in the Convoca-
tion Guard of Honour presented to the
Governor Shri Sri Prakasa at University
Buildings., After this followed a tea at Pre-
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sidency. They really enjoyed that Guard of
Honour.

September saw about 70 carefully selected
recruits attend our Coy Cadre Camp, which
was held in our College Grounds. Unfortu-
nately regular army N.C.O’s who were so
very instrumental in training some of our
men in a previous cadre camp, were not
available, as they had to attend a Junior
Division Camp. As our C.O. Major Nair
could not come, Capt. Perreira gave the
opening address. In a brilliant speech, he
warned our men how tough the camp was
going to be. He spoke to them about the
advantages of the N.C.C., advised them to
be prepared for a thorough “skinning”. The
70 men were divided into six squads. Each
squad had a W. T. Instructor and a Drill
Instructor. On the whole there were 10 Ins-
tructors, all Lance Corporals. The recruits
acquitted themselves remarkably well. Capt.
Perreira’s statement that the “Intelligence
quotient” of the men was very high, proved
to be entirely true.

The camp was run roughly on these
lines : the men reported at 6 am., were
made to draw arms, and ‘Fall in’. Atten-
dance taken, they were inspected, and marks
allotted for turnout. Then followed half an
hour of really strenuous B.T.—Balyonet
Training. They were given ten minutes’ rest
before classes began. The Instructors took
classes strictly according te the theoretical
rules, while the recruits took notes. Alter-
native classes in drill and W. T. (Weapon
Training) took place, and they learnt the
scientific method of taking a class properly.
The discipline throughout was very strict.
Each man was allotted a chest number, which
was prominently displayed. Thus it was
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very easy to keep a tag on each man. Pro-
gress was carefully charted. The results of
their progress, in the form of graphs, were
shown to the men everyday, so that they got
an idea exactly where they were. Parade
ended at 1 p.m., when the Instructors re-
ported to the Officers for further instructions.
The camp ran on very smoothly. It lasted
for 15 days. The last three days were
allotted for examinations. The recruits were
carefully examined in the rifle, sten and
bren, in W. T., and special attention was
given to the way in which they took class,
both in W. T. and Drill. It was a very
thorough test indeed, and the recruits
emerged with flying colours. Special men-
tion must be made of L/Cpls. V. Narayanan
and Unnikrishnan, who proved to be really
very good Instructors. They were promoted
soon after, a rare occurrence, for both of
them were 1st year cadets.

Certificates of merit were handed out at
the end of the Camp. As our efficient Capt.
Perreira had predicted, there were very few
failures, and a great percentage of the hoys
had done very well indeed. I take this
opportunity to congratulate the Instructors
for the splendid manner in which they led
their squads. Squads 1 and 2 did particu-
larly well, and their Instructors, all four of
them, are now Sergeants. I thank Capt.
‘Perreira once again for the very great part
he played in making the 2nd Loyola Cadre
Camp an outstanding success.

Soon after, our Circle Commander, W/C.
Satyanarayana, visited our College. Our
company presented arms and marched past
in platoons while the Wing Commander took
the salute. We were congratulated for our
turnout. After the parade there were
demonstration classes in Drill and W, T.
The recruits of the Cadre Camp, now trained
men, took classes.

On the 16th of October, the first Indian
Cardinal—Cardinal Gracias visited the Col-
lege. Once again our men presented arms.
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As it was past 6-30 p.m., the men had
sleeves rolled down and they looked smart.
The Cardinal gave a wonderful speech later
in Bertram Hall.

The Annual Camp was the next important
event. It was held in Arkonam. Our C.O.,
Major Nair, was in charge of the whole
affair, and we had a glimpse of what real
army efficiency was like. Our Battalion
moved to Arkonam. Tents had already been
pitched as the C.O. wanted to give the lads
a real taste of army life. Unfortunately, it
began to rain—really heavily. The grounds
were sodden. In spite of the great precau-
tions on the part of our Coy, the tents were
flooded. So the boys were moved to the
barracks, where they had wanted to go all
the while. New promotions were made, and
R. S. M. Roshan Ali Baig was made S/U/O.,
and Cadet Adjutant, L/Sgt. Suryakumar,
was given a regimental rank—R.Q.M.S.

Then began the real struggle. The Inter-
Coy competitions were to be held in a very few
days’ time, and our veterans stepped up the
practice from six in the morning to three in
the afternoon. The men were thoroughly
‘skinned’; it was practice, practice and more
practice. A squad of men under L/Sgt.
Bushnam took over the polishing of equip-
ment, and they did a really good job too.
Cpl. Gopalswami was made Kote Corporal.
Our Coy came 2nd in the Battalion in Arms
Inspection, thanks to the pains taken by him.

Then came the competitions. Our Coy
shared the Drill Competition cup with
‘B’ Coy. The boys put ‘up a really fine
show, ably led by our smart right marker,
Sgt. Masilamani. We won the Guard
Mounting Competition outright. The Guard
Commander was Sgt. Masilamani, under
guard 2/i.c. Chinnaswamy. We were repre-
sented by the smartest lads of the company.
The judges for the Drill and Guard Mount-
ing Competitions were Major Mackenzie and
Captain Prabu. Our turnout was so perfect
that Major Mackenzie remarked that he
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"could not find a single fault. Then follow-
ed a tough Route March, judged by Major
Parthasarathy and Captain Prabu. The
March ended with our cadets just as fresh
as when they started. ‘B’ Coy won, and we
were a close second. As usual we carried
away the Musketry Cup. We were represent-
ed by Sgt. Chinnaswamy, L/Sgt. Upendra-
krishnan, Cpl. Narendar and L/Cpl.
Narayanan. Then followed a period of
rigorous training for our ‘B’ certificate Exami-
‘nation. We were battling hard for the
Interior Economy Cup which we had never
won before. We kept up our reputation. We
did not win again. On the last two days,
the Inter Coy Sports Competitions took place.
We won first place. The sports team consist-
ed of S/U/O. Roshan Ali Baig, R. Q. M. S.
Suryakumar, Cadets Ananda Rao, Jayaraj,
S. John. Barrado and Thambi Raj distin-
guished themselves. As final result we shared
the Willington Shield with ‘B’ Coy. The
annual camp ended on the 21st of Dec. 54.
Parades began once again on the 12th
January. The men for the Republic Day
Guard of Honour were carefully selected and
given vigorous practice. Meanwhile three
men had been selected to represent 1st
Madras Battalion of No. 2. Circle in the
Republic Day Parade at Delhi. Out of the
three, two were from our Coy.

Four days before Republic Day, Dr. K. N.
Katju, our Defence Minister, visited Loyola
College. Our C. O. took very great interest
in the Guard of Honour we presented to
Dr. Katju. An hour before the parade Major
Nair arrived and carefully inspected each
man. It was entirely due to him that the
Guard of Honour was a success, Dr. Katju
congratulated us on our “very smart turnout
and drili”. The Guard of Honour was com-
manded by 2/Lt. Rossvan.

On the 26th January 35 smartly turned
out men reported at the Island Grounds for
the Republic Day Parade. The N.C.C. Con-
tingent was commanded hy 2/Lt. Micetich.
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"Examination.

The N.C.C. was given a tremendous ovation
by the crowd.

C.QM.S. Krishnan, who attended our
Cadre Camp, volunteered as an Inmstructor
to the New College.

At Delhi our 2nd Circle contingent dis-
tinguished itself by winning the Banner for
the best Circle in India. S/U/O. Roshan
Ali Baig was adjudged the best Cadet in
India, and was awarded a cane. Our College
was also represented by 1./Sgt. P. M. Belli-
appa and S. Srinivasa Rathnam of the Air
Wing. )

At the beginning of this year we heard
that our ever popular Circle Commander-
Wing Commander Satyanarayana’s merits
were recognised by his promotion to Group
Captain. Though we are sorry to lose him,
we rejoice at the good news that this dis-
tinguished son of Loyola is posted as Officer
Commanding No. 2. G. T. S. Tambaram.
His place has been taken by Wing Com-
mander Ramakrishnan, who has just taken
charge. We are sure that under his “Wings”
the banner of No. 2. Circle will maintain
its position at the top.

On the 29th and 30th January, 34 men of
our Coy appeared for the ‘B’ Certificate
The result has not yet been

announced. . ‘
The Inter-Unit Circle sports rally was
conducted by this Circle on the 5th, 6th and
7th  February. H.E. the Governor of
Madras presided over the function at
Rajendrasinghji Stadium on the last day.
U/0. Sukumaran and 25 of our men along
with the ‘B’ Coy contingent took part in the
Guard of Honour to H.E. the Governor. In
the sports S/U/O. Roshan Ali Baig, R.Q.M.S.
Suryakumar, Cadets John, Barrado, Ananda
Rao and Jayaraj distinguished themselves.
We are very proud to say that our battalion
won the Champion shield, thanks to the very
keen interest and trouble taken by our C.O.
We take this opportunity to congratulate
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Major Nair for the unique distinction. A
special cup was also presented by the Circle
to our S/U/O. Roshan Ali Baig, who dis-
tinguished himself at the Republic Day
Parade at Delhi as the best Cadet in
India.

The Inter-Platoon Competitions in Guard
Mounting, Drill, Route March and Musketry
for the ¥r. Murphy Shield are being held
this term. As usual they have created a lot
of interest and enthusiasm among cadets. So
far we have finished only the Guard Mount-
ing, and 12th Platoon commanded by U/O.
A. V. Sugumaran came first. C.Q.M.S.
Krishnan’s Platoon was a close second.

Looking back I think that 1954 has really
been a very eventful year. Our Coy has won
a great name, thanks to our efficient N.C.Os.
and smart cadets. Many of them will be
leaving. To them we say “AU REVOIR”.
We feel sure that you will all maintain the
great traditions of ‘D’ Coy-Loyola, We bavz

kept up the great reputation of “DOG”
Coy-Loyola. ‘

I thank our C.O. (who has always been
ready to help and advise) and Capt. Perreira
once again for all they have done for us.
Major Nair is leaving our Battalion this
May. We assure him, that though he may
be far away, we will remember him for all
that he has dome to increase the efficiency
and discipline of 1st Madras Battalion. I
thank also Rev. Fr. Arulsamy and Rev. Fr.
Murphy, whose surprise visit to the Arkonam
Camp cheered and infused plenty of spirit
into our boys; and last but not least Rev.
Br. Francis, who was responsible for filling
the stomachs of our soldiers and keeping them
going. Let us hope we shall do as well in
succeeding years and keep the Banner of
‘D’ Coy-Loyola flying high,

2/Lt. R. G. Micetich,
0. C. ‘D’ Cov.
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TENNIS

Tennis has always been the most popular
sport in Loyola, and this year our perforrance
has been outstanding. We were off to a glori-
ous start when, for the first time in the history
of the Stanley and Erskine Cup Tournaments,
all the cups both for winners and runners-up
were won. In the Stanley Cup Finals
R. Krishnan, India’s No. 1, beat A. Khaleeli,
Farlier Krishnan eliminated P. K. Appachoo
in the Quarter Finals, and 8. V. Vaidyanathan
of the Madras Medical in the Semi-Finals,
while Khaleeli accounted for S. Sreenivasan of
Madras Medical in the Quarter Finals, and
K. E. Mammen in the Semi-Finals. In the
Erskine Cup Finals R, Krishnan and K, E. Mam-
men combined to beat A. Khaleeli and P. K.
Appachoo.

In the Inter-Collegiate League Loyola com-
pletely ouiclassed every other College. ‘A
Fine Triumph”, reported The Hindu.

At this stage R. Krishnan left for Australia
on one of his many foreign trips; this time to
be specially coached under the world-famous
Coach, Harry Hopman.

The Inter-Collegiate Knock-out Tournament
came up, and the Loyola pair K. E. Mammen
and A. Khaleeli smashed and volleyed their
way to the Finals, where they beat the Law
College pair. In the Singles Mammen came up
to the Finals, and lost to Achutan Nair of Law
College.

A. Khaleeli and K. E. Mammen were selected
to represent the University in the Inter-Uni-
versity 'Tournaments, Khaleeli being made
captain. Madras won the South Zone Finals at
Trivandrum, but lozt the All-India Finals at
Allahabad to the Delki University, Khaleeli
winning the only match for his side.

In the absence of our first and second string
we were defeated in the Inter-divisional
(Doubles) by St. Aloysius, Mangalore, who won
the Tournament.

R. Krishnan lost to Arkinstall of Australia in
the Finals of the National Championship at
Calcutta, This may be accounted for by the
fact that ke had had to play two strenuous
matches on the two previous days. He however
avenged this defeat, when in the All-India
Hard Court Championship at Bombay, and
later again at Madras, he got the better of
Arkinstall. Let me take this opportunity of
wishing him, on behalf of everyone in the
College, a glorious and successful tennis
career.

I should like to make special mention of two
of our very promising youngsters, V. Ram
Rohan and A. T. Cariappa, who, I’am sure, will
keep Loyola’s Colours in the forefront.

P. K. APPACHOO,
Captain

CRICKET

Trials were held for three days to select the
team. As many as forty-eight players turned
up. Kripal Singh assisted me in selecting the
best fifteen. Among the new additions S. 8.
Bhide, R. Narayanan, and C. Lakshman
Swarcop were prominent. These players had
previously represented Madras Schools in the
All-India Schools Tournament. Our team
opened the season by winning all the six Inter-
Collegiate League matches in our zone, and
heading the table. But in the Duncan Knock-
out Tournament we lost to Pachaiyappa’s, our
close rival. So we lost the Duncan and Inter-
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divisional trophies, which we had held for two
years.

We won the Inter-Collegiate Cricket League
for the Pennyquick trophy by beating Law in
the semi-finals, and Vivekananda in the finals.

In batting there were some good perform-
ances by the Captain T. Harihara Shastry and
Test Cricketer A. G. Kripal Singh. There were
some first rate bowling performances by
Y. Ramakrishnan and A. G. Kripal Singh.
Y. Ramakrishnan was selected to represent the
State team, and T. Harihara Shastry the State
Junior team.
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Three of our players, T. Harihara Shastry,

BOWLING AVERAGES

Y. Ramakrishnan, and S. S. Bhide were chosen Bowling Wickets Runs Average
to play for the University.
1. J. Ramakrishnan 38 176 4.6
TTIN VER 2. A. G. Kripal Singh 13 76 5.8
BA G A AGES 3. Lakshman Swarcop 12 79 6.6
» 4, S. S. Bhide 7 K14 11.6
E" 2 5. A. G. Kalwant Singh 6 92 153
. - @ QOur B team has played four matches, all of
Batting 3 f ‘c:g" which were drawn. The consistent batsmen
'E - 8 4 are Vasudevan, S. Pai, and V. Narayanan.
s s B < Satesh Nayak is the Bailey of the team. Our
outstand.inI% bowler iie,l Dt:lllnutfohk‘)di the vice-
. - captain. e swings the b th ways; so it
1. T. Harihara Shastry 8 2 248 40.8 5 no loss of credit to get bowled by him when
2. A. G. Satwant Singh 4 3 34 34.0 he is in peak form. Muddappa, T. N. Subra-
3. R. Narayanan 8 2 165 -27.5 Yglanian anv% V.hfara%;nm are the athfér p;ce
. . - owlers. e ve e spinners in S. Pai,
4. Kripal Singh 3 . 59 19'6 Parthasarathi and Srinivasan. Vasudevan anci
5. K. Madhavan 6 3 43 16.3 . Subramaniam are our best fielders. Ranga-
6. J. Ramakrishnan 6 1 74 4.8 nathan is excellent as a wicket keeper,
With practice our second, or B team, can
look forward to success.
FOOTBALL

Our football team gave a good account of
itself in all the matches which it played.

In the League matches we started with a
brilliant victory over the M.I.T. (Madras
Institute of Technology), winning by 4 goals
to 2. This victory was followed by others over
the Indian Medicals 2 to 1, Law College 3 to 1,
and Engineering College 4 to 1. Then we had
a series of reverses: We lost to Government
Arts College 1 to 2, Madras Medical 1 to 3, and
Veterinary 2 to 3. We drew with Meston
College. So we finished third in the League.

In the Wilson Cup Tournament we drew with
Pachaiyappa’s, 1 to 1; but in the re-play we
were beaten. In the May and Baker Tourna-
ment we defeated Stanley by 2 to 1, but we
lost to Meston 0 to 2 in the quarter final round.
The match was full of missed chances.

In the B.V.N. Naidu Cup Tournament we
drew with Law College in the first round, and
lost in the second.

A. SIRAJUDDIN
Captain

HOCKEY

This year we got back the Stokes shield; but
we lost the Panagal Cup again in the Inter-divi~
sional Tournament. In the Knock-out Tourna-
ment we beat Presidency College, the holders
of the Stokes shield in the semi-finals, and
secured the shield by defeating Christian College
in the Finals, by 1 to 0. In the Inter-divisional
for the Panagal Cup at Salem we beat the
Municipal College, Salem, by 1 to 0 in the
Semi-finals, but lost to St. John’s Palamcottah
in the Finals.

Y. Augustine, N. Ananda Rao and D’Silva
were chosen for the University team. Y.
Augustine was Vice-Captain of the University
team.

We started the season with a victory over the
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Indian Medicals by 5 goals to 0. This was fol-
lowed by victories over Government Arts
College 1 to 0, over Veterinary by 6 to 0, over
Engineering by 2 to 1, and Law College by 2
to 1 in the Inter-Collegiate League Tournament.

During Michaelmas holidays we had our usual
tour to Bangalore. We played five matches al-
together there; out of these we won two, lost
two, and drew one. )

In all these matches our defence line played
a very good game. In the Knocksout tourna-
ment for the Stokes shield particularly it
excelled. -

Y . AUGUSTINE -
Captain.
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BASKETBALL

The year opened on a funereal note: we lost
to Pachaiyvappa’s by 25 to 36 in our very first
match. We won the matches against Poly-
technic, 15 to 14, and Indian Medicals, 38 to 20.
But our fourth match, against Madras Medicals,
ended in our opponents’ favour.

In the Knock-out Tournament the Engineers
defeated us in the quarter finals, the score
being 36 to 30. Most of our players were new
hands.

In the recent tournament for the State
Championship the Ace Basketball Club was the
runner up. This AB.C. is made up mostly
of past and present Loyola players. 'The

A. B. C. won the Egmore Friends Union Club
flood-lit tournament. That the team has won
so many laurels goes to the credit of the skil-
ful leadership of our Captain, Venkataraman.

Sankar Raja from our College represented
the University for two years in succession. He
also represented the Madras State team, which
took part in the National Championship’s held
in Calcutta. He has been selected to represent
the Madras Kabbadi team. Sankar Raja is the
Vice-Captain of the A. B. Club.

R. Y. Selvaraj and S. Selvaraj have keen our
outstanding players; the other members have
talent, but they need much practice.

VOLLEYBALL

There has been much enthusiasm in volley-
ball this year, as could be seen in the matches
played on our grounds. The College team has
made a name for itself by winning most of the
matches which it has played. For this success
credit is mainly due to the powerful and spec-
tacular spiking of Augustine, aided by the
brilliant display of the set up men like Dorai-
raj and Uthupatchan. Joseph, Annaraj, Subra-
maniam and Jeyaraj, also eontributed much to
the strengthening of the team.

I am happy to say that Augustine, Uthu-
patchan and Prem Lucas, were selected for the
University team.

The City Knock-out Tournament was fast
and exciting, and our team came out winners
of the year. By sheer bad luck we lost the
Inter-divisional match.

In spite, however, of this unexpected reverss
we were confident, without being unduly opti-
mistic, that we should win the League trophy.
Nor were we disappointed. The Madras Mail
announced in its issue of 17th February that
“Loyola has retained the Volleyball League
Championship by beating Law by 15-13 and
15-13. a closely contested match Loyola
showed better finishing ability than Law. In the
second game Law led by 10-4; but Loyola
staged a grand rally, to win by 15-13.”

We are now resting on our laurels, and hope
that next year’s team will maintain, if it does
not enhance, the reputation of this year’s team.

PREM LUCAS
Captain

TABLE-TENNIS

The competition for the Principal’s Cup this
year proved to be very interesting. In the
semi-finals Vecumsee, one of Loyola’s promis-
ing youngsters, made a wonderful show by ex-
tending Harihara Shastry to all five games. In
the semi-finals John K. John, Loyola’s Ne. 1,
had to overcome stiff opposition from Nara-
simhaswamy of Law College. In the finals
Harihara Shastry made a valiant effort to win
the cup, but John K. John won the finals and
the cup.

With John K. John and Vecumsee standing
out, our youngsters had a chance to show theéir
talents in the College Tournament, Harihara
won the cup for the fourth year in succession,
beating R. Srinivasan in the finals. The doubles
finals turned out to be a close affair. Thrill
followed thrill in a most exciting match, as

Rohan and Egbert Albuquerque, the
youngsters representing the second year, fought
their way towards what appeared to be certain
victory. But they went down at last fighting {o
the end against more experienced pair,
Harihara Shastri and Rex Albuquerque.

9

Among our players John K. John deserves a
special mention. He is no stranger to the
thousands of Table-Tennis fans all over South
India. Most remarkable among his achieve-
ments this year was his victory over Tirurmalai-
swami in the Triplicane Cosmopolitan Club
Tournament.

Though Harihara’s form is not what it used
to bé, he is still a force in South Indian Table-
Tennis. ‘

Among the youngsters Vecumsee, R. Sriniva-
san, T. S. Narayanan, Egbert Albuquerque and
Jacob John, deserve special mention. Among
them the last named player can be said to be
the ‘most stylish stroke player in Loyola today.
His forehand is very strong, while his back-
hand flick is a treat to watch. With more prac-
tice and experience he will rise to great
heights. .

To crown the year's achievements John K.
John, Vecumsee, R. Srinivasan, and Motran
Mascarenhas were selected to be coached by
Victor Barna, under the Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
Coaching Scheme. T
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ANNUAL SPORTS DAY 12-2-1955

LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS

Tournaments

Senior Inter.

Tennis Singles Winner
Runner up

Doubles Winners

Rupners up ..

Table Tennis Singles Winner
Runner up

*Doubles Winners
Runners up

Tenikoit Singles Winner
Runner up

Doubles Winners
Runners up

Shuttlecock Singles Winner
Runner up

Doubles Winners
Runners up

Basketball Winners
Runners up

A. Khaleeli
K. E. Mammen

A. Khaleeli and Seetharaman
K. E. Mammen and V., Krishnan

J. Harihara Sastry
R. Srinivasan

T. Harihara Sastry and Rex Albuquerque
E. Albuguerque and Rammohan

S. A. Sankararajah
M. Santhanam

S. A. Sankararajah and M. Santhanam
Augustine and Bhasker

P. R. Chari

. P. J. Cherian

Ravinder Lal and Vinod Sharma
P. R. Chari and Ramachandra

_ Senior Inter. Capt. Sankaraja

B.Sc. Class Capt. Joseph Thomas

Awards for Cricket

Best Batsman

Best Bowler

I S. Bhide
II Alfred Jayaraj

I N. Ananda Rao
II S. Bhide
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T. Harihara Sastry

. -J. Ramakrishnan

Athletics

Junior Jnter. Long Jump — S. Bhide
800 Metres — P. Thambiraja

100 metres race (Previous record 11 secs. H. Rebello 1949)

Time 11.2 sees.

200 metres race (Previous record 23.2 secs. H. Rebello 1949)

Time 24 secs,
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400 metres race (Previous record 55.1 secs. J. Devairakkam 1953)

1 C. H. Barrado Time 55 secs.—New Record
II N. Ananda Rao

BOO metres race (Previous record 2 min. 6.6 secs. K. N. Rangaswarni 1950)

I C. H. Barrado . . Time 2 min. 18 secs.
I P. V. Veeraraghava Rao

1500 metres race (Previous record 4 min. 26.6 secs. N. Subrahmanyan 1954)

1 P. V. Veeraraghava Rao Time 5 min. 34.2 secs.
I John K. John

5000 metres race (Previous record 17 min. 18 secs. K. N. Rangaswami 1950)

I John K. John Time 20 min. 18 secs.
T Paul Joseph
IO Solomon

110 metres Hurdles (Previous record 17.2 secs. K. C. David 1954)

I Alfred Jayaraj Time 16.8 secs—New Record
II P. Thambiraja

400 metres Hurdles (Previous record 60 secs, D’Classe 1950)

I C. H. Barrado Time 65 secs.
II Alfred Jayaraj

Long Jump (Previous record 21 ft. 6% in. H. Rebello 1951)

"I C. H. Barrado Distance 20 ft. 1 in.
I Alfred Jayaraj

Hop Step and Jump (Previous record 46 ft. 1} in. H. Rebello 1949)

I Alfred Jayaraj Distance 42 ft. 8 in.
I C. H. Barrado ‘

High Jump (Previous record 5 ft. 104 in. XK. C. David 1954)

I Alfred Jayaraj Height 5 ft. 7% in.
II P. Suryakumar

Pole Vault (Previous record 9 £t, 7 in. V. Ramanathan 1952)

I George Kurvilla Height 9 ft. 1% in.
I X. T. Thomas

Shot Put (Previous record 34 ft. 4 in. R. Gaughsn 1942)

I Lazaro Distance 30 ft. 74 in.
II J. Willmott
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Discus Throw (Previous record 102 ft. 6} in. R. Gauglian 1940)

I Lazaro Distance 86 ft. 5 in.
II D. Connor
Hammer Throw (Previous record 80 ft. 5 in. H. Shirazi 1950)
I D. Connor Distance 61 ft. 8% in,
II Varma

Javelin Throw (Previous record 145 ft. 1 in. Royappa Reddi 1953)
I P. Suryakumar Distsnce 127 £t. 9 in.
II C. H. Barrado

Sack Race I T. Antoine
II N. Mahalingam

Sack fight I G. V. Devasahayam
' II K. Raghunathan

Fast Cycle Race (1600 metres) (Previous record 3 min. 4.6 secs.
V. J. Vijaya RKumar 1952)
I Chandrababu Time 2 min. 58.4 secs.—New Record.
IT S. David
Musical Chairs] I John Brian
on Cycles | II Chandrakumar

Old Boys Race (200 metres) (Previous record 24.7 secs. J. A. Chakramakal

1947)
I S. Jayachandran Time 254 secs.
1I J. A. Chakramakal

Staff Race I Mr. Simon Loftus
II Mr. S. Natarajan

Inter-Class Relay Race (800 metres Medley) (Previous record 1 min.
44.4 secs. Junior Intermediate 1954)
Winners: Final Year Classes. Time 1 min. 47.7 secs.

Inter-Collegiate Relay Race (4 X 200 metres) (Previous record 1 min.
34.4 secs. Y.M.C.A. College of Physical Education 1954)

I Y.M.C.A. College Time 1 min. 36.2 secs.
II Madras Christian College

Championship—Bertram Memorial Cup.
Won by C. H. Barrado 26 points.

Next in merit Alfred Jayaraj 24 points,
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COLLEGE ASSOCIATIONS

THE SODALITY OF THE

The Sodality held its first meeting on 3rd
July, 1954; at which the appointment of the
office-bearers took place. Rev. Fr. Rayappar
continued to be our spiritual director. Mr. H.
Monteiro, V B.Sc. (Hons.) was appointed Pre-
fect, and Mr. P. V. Mariaselvam, V B.Com.
(Hons.), was appointed Secretary.

The major part of our activities consisted of
weekly meetings, at which Fr. Rayappar gave
short instructions. His talks centered around
our devotion to OQur Lady. He exhorted us to
make her our model, to imitate her virtues, and
thus be a source of inspiration and edification
to our neighbours.

This year we introduced two novel features
into the activities of the Sodality. Ome is the
running of a book-stall every Sunday near the
College Church, with a view of disseminating
Catholic literature among Catholic students, and
if possible even among non-Catholic students.
This scheme has proved a great success. All

CATHOLIC STUDENTS'

The activities of the Union started with the
election of the following office-bearers:—
President George V. Fernandez, II U.C.; Secre-
tary Alphonse Rajaratnam, M1 B.Com.; and
Joint Secretary Eric Fernandez, IV BA.

We were happy to play the host to the visit-
ing delegates from other Colleges for the
Annual Central Committee Meeting on the 17th
and 18th July in Madras, whither the head-
quarters of the Federation had, for reasons of
convenience, been recently shifted. The transfer
was unanimously approved, as opportune, by
the delegates.

The inaugural address of the Union was given
by Miss P. Seethammal, M.A. (Oxon.), on the
18th July. In her own simple and forceful way
she made it clear that before doing good to
others one must be good oneself.

As usual the Union was divided into four
groups for its fortnightly study circles, each
with its own elected secretary and spiritusl
director. In this connexion we have to thank
Fr. Rayappa, Fr. Basenach, and Fr. Ceyrac for
the interest they took in the members who
came under their charge. -

For the smoother functioning of the unit a
day-scholar group, with its own Committee
members, was formed,
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BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

credit to H, Monteiro, the prefect, who was res-
ponsible for the scheme. :

The other novel feature is the weekly contri-
bution of ‘‘sacrifice’” money. The sodalists
forgo some little pleasure, and contribute the
amount thus saved to the sodality fund,

On the 8th September, the feast of the Nativity
of Our Lady, the Sodality in collaboration with
the CS8.U, went on pilgrimage to the votive
shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, at Kilpauk.

Nine aspirants were received into the Sodality
on Sunday, the 21st November. The Sodality
continued its catechism classes every Sunday for
the children of Choolaimedu. Messrs. Anthony-
swamy and Devadas are responsible for this
fine work. Over seventy children receive instruc~
tion, and, we hope, are henefited by our zealous
endeavours.

P. V. MARIASELVAM,
’ . Secretary.

UNION

The Union conducted an Inter C.S.U. debate
on a topic of current importance, viz., “Should
the students work with the masses or with the
intelligentsia in propogating the faith?”’ The
debate evoked much enthusiasm among the
members and was voted a success. The main
function of the year was a Dramatic Entertain-
ment staged by the Catholic students of the
city, in aid of the Prime Minister’s Flood Relief
Fund. We were able to send Rs. 900 to our
Prime Minister, as our contribution to the relief
of our suffering brethren.

The highlight of the Unions’ activities was
the organising of the First All-Asia Seminar for
Catholic students from 10th December 1954 to
2nd January 1955. Twelve Asian countries, if
we count New Zealand and Australia, were re-
presented. The organising was a formidable
task, but we are happy to be able to say that cur
efforts were crowned with success. An Inter-
national Student Community was formed, and
this was one of the principal purposes for which
the Seminar was held. The delegates from the
College were : S. Arokiaswamy, Bibian Selva-
doray, Caeser Antony, Stanley Coelho, and
Alptonse Rajaratnam,

ALPHONSE RAJARATNAWM,
Secretary.
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SO(_:IAL SERVICE LEAGUE

“Students are the spear-head of any move-
ment, the sheet-anchor of any organiz'ztion.velt
would be an extremely pleasant state of affairs
Jf.the student population spent a part of their
leisure in contructive works. In this connexion
they should follow the selfless path shown hy
Mahatma Gandhi”, so said Sri R. Munuswami
Pillay, the then Mayor of Madras, inaugurating
the Social Service League this year.

The rush of the students to enrol themselves
as members pf the League shattered all previous
records. This may be due to the fact that the
Selection Committees for public appointmeats
and professional colleges show much regard for
extra-curricular activities. Whatever the reason
might be, the strength has increased from
two hundred and fifty to three hundred and
ten in an easy, unaffected manner. This year
the day scholars have formed a separate unit,
and are conducting their activities in the
Chetput slums.

The Adult Education Section, comprising
more than one third of the total members of
the League, has earned a good nmame by its
untiring work. Sometimes the number of
teachers exceeds the number of students!
Night classes are held regularly on six days of
the week at Namachivayapuram and on two
days at Chetpat. Moreover two wings of this
section are concentrated inside the College
—one in charge of school-going children, and
the other of the College workers. Terminal ex-
aminations are conducted, and prizes distribu-
ted to talented students.

Under the auspices of the Community Wel-
fare Section games are conducted regularly for
the children. As a chronicler observed once,
the intelligent slum-dwellers have learned new
tactics; they don’t clean their places any more,
for they know that students will go and clean
the places for them! A new road, laid down
by the members of this section, won ppgu_lar
appreciation. In addition to there activities,
ttey collect old clothes from the students

of this College to be distributed among the poor.
Sweets and gruel are distributed on important
days to hundreds of persons.

The Health and Relief Section is one of the
most popular sections of the League. No one
can forget the smiling faces of young children
gleefully running about as the cart carrying the
milk approaches the slum. About three hun~
dred cups of milk are distributed on six days
of the week by this Section.

The Medical Section has cured or rather at-
tempted to cure nearly two hundred patients
every week in three centres. The perfect har-
mony and mutual understanding exhibited by
the members of this section is worthy of emula-
tion by all the members of the League. The
League is extremely grateful to Dr. Miss
Stephens, Dr. I. Natarajan, M.B,BS. Dr. K.
Madhavankutty, M.B., B.S., and Dr. U. Bas-
karan, M.B., B.S., for their voluntary services,
Unfortunately the Medical Unit has to restriet
its activities owing to financial circumstances.
In the words of a former Secretary of the
League “Philanthropy tloes not reduce the high
cost of medicine”,

The League has affiliated itself with only two
major organizations namely, The Indian Con-
ference of Social Work and the Guild of Service.

A benefit performance in aid of the League
was conducted on 3rd November 1954. Mr.
Melvin B. Jaschke, Vice-consul of the United

. States, was the chief guest. Nearly three thou-

sand rupees were collected on that occasion.
The League is greatly indebted to Kumari
Susila for her excellent dance performance on
that day.

Rev. Fr. A. RAPINAT, S.J,
Presidenti

K. GANGADHARAN, III (Hons.)

B. JOGHEE, IV B.A.

G. SANTHIASELVAM, IV B.A.
Secretaries

COLLEGE UNION

The Report does not anounce itself with a
flourish; it is a humble statement recording the
activities of the Union. It does not set a claim
to big achievements, but it is a record of work
which maintains the fair and great reputation
-f the Union. .
¢ The Report must begin with the election of
the office-bearers. In one of the most keenly
contested elections, wilth both parties dizplaying
a considerable amount of dignity, Messrs. C. V.
Gopalekrishnan and-T. Ganesh were elected to
the offices of Prerident and Secretary respecti-
vely. Mr. C. J. John Robin was co-opted as
Asst, Secretary. At the end of the first term
Mr. Ganesh left the College, and with the con-
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sent of the Principal Mr. John Robin took over
charge as Secretary, while Mr. Sundaram was
appointed Asst. Secretary. :

An official start was given to the Union’s acti-~
vities by its formal inauguration on 20th
July, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, former Prime
Minister, was pleased to deliver the inaugural
address. He exorted the students to strive and
work for the betterment of the couniry. In
the course of his speech Rajaji mooted the idea
that students should contribute their mite
towards the Gandhi Memorial Fund, as a token
of love and affection for the memory of one
who remains immortal in our minds.

95



The suggestion was very much appreciated,
and the Union conceived the idea of following
it up by securing the film, “Voice of India.”
Accordingly the picture was screened in the
Bertram Hall on 2nd September. The Hall
was open to the public. Needless to say that
for so many of us who had been denied the
golden opportunity of seeing dear Bapuji in the
flesh, this was a unique occasion to watch this
immortal patriot walking in the midst or
poverty and dirt, armed with the sole weapon
of ‘Ahimsa,” and ever striving to achieve the
freedom and betterment of the masses. The
film, which starts with a splendid song, has a
continuous religious fervour, which heightens
as the picture draws to its close. The great-
ness of the man and the powers of his spirit
gripped the audience, and it would be hard to
believe that the audience did not go away
quietly with a laden heart. We are proud to
say that we collected Rs. 1177 for the Gandhi
Smarak Nidhi. This amount was gratefully
accepted and acknowledged by the Governor,
by Rajaji, and Mr. Devadas Gandhi.

The following letters were reveived from
them.

Madras
14th September 1954
To
The President,
The Students’ Union,
Loyola College.

Dear Sir,

I am grateful for the donation to the Gandhi
Memorial Fund which you sfent through
Sri K. S. Ramanujam, on behalf of Sri Devadas
Gandhi, Rs. 660.

Yours Sincerely,
(C. Rajagopalachari)

GANDHI FILMS COMMITTEE
Camp G Raj Bhavan,

uindy,
15th September 1954
To
- Father Arulswami,
Prineipal,
Loyola College.
Dear Sir, -

On behalf of the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, I
offer to you our grateful thanks for the collec—
tion of Rs. 1,177 made by your students Union
for the Smarak Nidhi, through the show of the
‘Voice of India’ on 2nd September 1954.

It was indeed very good of Mr. John Robin,
Father Varin, and the Student President
Mr. Gopalakrishnan, to have co-operated so
much to make the show the grand success it

was.
With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

(Devadas Gandhi)
Vice-Chairman,
Gandhi Smarak Nidhi.
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RAJ BHAVAN
Guindy, Madras 22
17th September 1954
To
The President, .
Loyola College Students’ Union,
Madras.

Dear friend,
I acknowledge with grateful thanks your
donation of Rs. 660 for the Mahaima Gandhi
Memorial Fund. I greatly appreciate your res-
ponse to my appeal; your contribution is most
welcome,
With renewed thanks.

Yours sincerely,
(Sri Prakasa)

In the second week of August 1954, the Union,
together with the Social Service League and
the Catholic Students’ Union, sold flags in
connexijon with the Provincial Welfare Fund.
Our efforts realised the sum of Rs. 540.

On 10th August the Union invited My. Carl
Rowan, an American Negro journalist, who
addressed the students on “Racialism in the
United States.”

Loyola College Union decided to remain in
the Madras College Students’ Council. Mr. C. V.
Gopalakrishnan was elected Secretary of the
same.

Independence Day was celebrated with the
main feature of flag-hoisting by the Madras
Finance and Education Minister, Mr. C. Subra-
maniam.

Mr. K. C. Sivaramakrishnan was appointed
Secretary of the Fine Arts Section of the Co!-
lege Union. The inaugural adress of the
Fine Arts Section was delivered by
Mrs. Mona Hensman MP., under the Pre-
sidentship of Rev, Fr. Basenach. Four
American students from California were present
on the occasion. The section staged Sheridan’s
“Scheming Lieutenant” in the College Day
celebrations, on 16th October, in the distin-
guished presence of His Eminence Cardinal
Gracias. As His Eminence observed the next
day in the A.I.C.U.F. meeting, “what was
done was done well.” Credit for the success
of the play to a very large extent was due to
the efforts of Prof, A. L. Krishnan and Mr. S. R.
Govindarajan, members of the staff. The
Fine Arts Section took part in the Inter-col-
legiate Dramatic Competition conducted by the
Engineering College. The Tamil Drama, by
name Minnuvatheuam, evoked the appreciation
of the audience, and Mr. C. V. Gopalakrishnan
was awarded a special cup for his meritorious
performance. The Arts Section owes a good
deal to Shri Valavan Pandyanar for staging this
drama, Mr. P. C. Cherian won the prize as the
best actor, for his performance in the farce
put up during the cultural festival celebrations
of the Madras College Students’ Council,
Shri Chandrasekaran and Shri Ranganathan
won the Pennathu Visalakshini Cup awarded
by Christian College, and the Krishnamurthi
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Rolling Cup awarded by Pachaiyappa’s College,
in Carnatic music competitions.

0n_23rd August came the great day of the
selection debate. Loyola College till now has
maintained a very high standard of debating, and
this responsibility of keeping up our reputation
devolved upon the new members of the team.
It must be said to their credit that they have
by no means lowered Loyola’s standard, as will
be seen from the list of trophies won shown
below. The following were chosen in the order
of merit : Messrs S. Gurudev; Herbert Monteiro;
Bomi J. Heerjee; Stanley Coclho; and V. Krish-
naswami.

Shortly after the commencement of the
second term, College Day was held on 15th
Qctober. The occasion was graced by the presence
of his Eminence Cardinal Gracias. In a master-
ly speech he called upon the students to train
themselves for leadership and service. A variety
entertainment was held, which was appreciated
by the Cardinal and the audience.

The Union held the Fourth Mock Session of
the U.N.O. in the Bertram Hall on 17th Nov-
ember 1954. There was a break in the normal
procedure, when we had the chief guest to
address us at the start of the Session, instead of
an observer to pass his remarks at the end of
it. Mr. T. Chengalvaroyan was the chief guest.
The Session proved a very good ground for
unearthing speaking talent.

Some time before this the Union conducted
a Prize Debate for Intermediate Students. The
response was good and the standard high. The
debate was unique in that it was judged by
out own student debaters. Messrs N, Wilson
and A. P. Balakrishnan were adjudged first
and second respectively.

In this term four English students from
Oxford visited the College, and mixed on very
friendly terms with our Hostel inmates.

In the third term during the period of the
Avadi Congress, on 22nd January 1955,

Dr. Xailasnath XKatju, Defence Minister,
addressed the Madras College Students at
Loyola College. The College Union spared no
pains to make the function a success.

The Union has conducted regular Quiz pro-
grammes in alternate weeks, and the College
team has won almost all the Radio Quiz Pro-
grammes. Our team were runpers-up in the
final of the Inter-Collegiate Quiz Competition
conducted by the United States Information
Service, Madras. .

Before the Report concludes, we have th
pleasure to salute the various winners in Inter-
Collegiate debates. Messrs Gurudev and Mon-
teiro won the Prineipal’s Cup at Loyola, the
former winning the first prize. Mr. Gurudev
also secured the Gordon Mathew Rolling Cup
with the first prize. Messrs Heerjee and Coelho
retained, for the third time in succession; the
YM.C.A. Toastmasters’ Rolling Shield, and
won the first and second prizes respectively.
At the YMIA. Messrs Gurudev and Coelho
received the first and fourth prizes respectively.
Messrs Monteiro and Heerjee won the newly
instituted Dr, Prasad Rao Rolling Shield at the
Madras Medical College, the former also won
the first prize. Mr. Coelho was adjudged the
best speaker at the WMadhavapuram Young
Men’s Association. At the Vivekananda Col-
lege Mr. Heerjee was awarded the Second Prize,

In conclusion, the office bearers wish to ex-
press their thanks to the Principal for all the
help rendered to make the Union’s endeavours
a success, Our thanks are due also to the mem-
bers of the Staff and students who have co~
operated with us, and who have always and
rightly cherished the Union as their own. For
all this and more we are grateful. We also
wish to record our gratitude for the great
honour done to us, the office-bearers, in allow-
ing us to serve the Union in a humble way.

C. J. JOHN ROBIN
Secretary

ANDHRA VANGMAYA SAMITHI

President :

Sri C. Satyanarayana, B.A. (Hons.).

Vice-President :

Sri A. Suryanarayanamurthy, M.A._

The activities of our Association began with
the election of the Secretary and the Assistant

Secretary on the 21st July 1954. Sri Y. Ven--

kataramana and Sri D. Pullaiah were elected.
On the 7th August the inaugural function was
held. Rev. Father Yeddanapalli presided,
Sri S. B. P. Pattabi Rama Rao garu delivered
the address. His Excellency Sri C. M. Trivedi,
Governor of Andhra sent us the following en-
couraging message -—
‘ “Igmagm glacjlg to learn that the Andhra
Vangmaya Samithi is celebrating the frst
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.anniversary of the formation of the Andhra
State on the 27th October 1954. The stu-
dents of to-day are the potential leaders of
tomorrow, and on them will rest the burden
of responsibility in several walks of life. It
is but right that there should be rejoicings
at the proposed celebrations. It is equally
important, however, to cast our eyes for-
ward and assess the tasks in front of us-all
in Andhra. The students of to-day can
best fulfil their role by devoting themselves
whole-heartedly to preparing themselves
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for good citizenship, which implies, among
other things, discipline, broad-mindedness,
and greater regard for obligations rather
than for rights. 1 wish the celebrations all
success.”

We conducted a debate on the 20th August.
Sri A. Suryanarayanamurthi, the Vice-Pre-
sident, took the chair. Three members spoke
for and seven against the proposition “The
Past is Better than the Future.”

In the second term on the 27th October we
celebrated the Andhra State Formation Day.
Sri S. Govindarajulu Naidu garu, the Viecs-
Chancellor of Venkateswara University, presid-
ed. Sri Moturi Satyanarayana garu M.P., Pre-
sident of the Dakshina Bharath Hindi Prachara
Sabha, was the chief speaker. The function
was brought to a successful close with music by
Kumari Rani and Madhava Reddi Satyam. On
the 11th November a debate was held with the
following subject for discussion: “The scrap-
ping of Prohibition is essential for the develop-
ment of the newly born Andhra State.” Four
spoke for and six against the motion. Sri C.
Satyanarayana, President of our Samithi, pre-
sided.

A debate was conducted to select candidates
to represent our College in the Inter-collegiate
debates. The subject for discussion was: “It

can be said that the UN.O. has failed to esta-
blish peace in the World.”

Sri G. Ramanatha Rao, IV U.C. who came
first, and Sri Y. Siva Reddi who came second,
were selected.

Sri P. V. Veeraraghava Rao IlI U.C. came
first in the Music Competition held by Pachai-
appa’s College, and second in the competition
held by the Andhra Vidyarthi Vignana Samithi,
Chennapuri.

We conducted an Inter-collegiate debate on
the 28th January 1955. Sri G. Satyanarayana
garu, editor of Padi-Pantalu, and Sri M. V.
Chalapathi Rao, assistant-headmaster, Corpora-
tion High School, Nungambakkam, acted as
judges. The rolling trophy was won by the
team from Stella Maris College. First and sec-
ond prize cups were awarded to Gurunatha Rao
of Christian College, and G. Ramanatha Rao of
Loyola College. A special cup was given to
Kumari Meenakshi of Stella Maris. Our
thanks are due to the judges.

We are going to have an Essay Competition
and an Oratorical Competition, in which cups
will be awarded to the winners.

My thanks are due to the students for their
co-operation, and to the President and Vice-
President for their advice and assistance.

D. PULLAIAH, II U.C.
Secretary,

HINDI ASSOCIATION

The activities of our * Association began on
the 11th of August 1954. Sri Shanker Raja
Naidu, (Head of the Department of Hindi, Uni-
versity of Madras) delivered the Inaugural
Address, An executive Committee was elected,
consisting of representatives of each -class,
Messts  Yeshwant Lal, Dhanasukh Gulecha,
J. J. Rana, Ramanatha Rao, P. V. Subramanian,
and Dina Dayalu were the members.

To compete in the Zonal Inter-collegiate

- Debate in Hindi held by the University, our

College sent a team which consisted of Dana-
sukh Gulecha and Dina Dayalu.

We determined to hold an Inter-collegiate
debate in Hindi in our College. A beautiful
rolling cup was instituted by the Students
.themselves. About eight City Colleges, includ-
ing the host College, participated. The subject
was: “The Right of Inheritance of Women will
Destroy Hindu Society.” The superiority of
woman's tongue was evident in the debate.
The cup was won by the Women’s Christian
College, and the first prize by Kumari Dolly
Lal (W.C.C.). The Jain College also put up a
gord show. Masood (III U.C.) and Dina Dayalu
(IV B.Com.) represented the host College.

We sent a team to compete in the Y.M.I.A.
debate for the Kamala Pandalai
Dhana Sukh and Venkataramana

(both fr
II U.C.) represented our College. om
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rolling cup. °

Our greatest achievement in the year was the
institution of the Loyola rolling cup. No other
Language Association in Loyola College was
able to conduct an Inter-collegiate debate, and
to institute a rolling cup.

The activities of the IIl Term are vet to take
place. We intend holding an Inter-collegiate
Essay Competition, and some more meetings
where students may get opportunities to dig-
play their talents

One more word brings this report to a con-
clusion. We feel extremely grateful to the
students of all Hindi Classes in general, and
II U.C. in particular, for the hearty co-opera-
tion which they extended to us. Above all
this, the co-operation and timely advice which
we received at the hands of our Hindi Staff are
beyond all praise.

Last, but not least, we thank all those exe-
cutive Committee members who helped us in
carrying out our work easily and efficiently.

We wish, on behalf of our Association, and
otm:i owtrsl, the best of luck to the outgoing Hindi
ctudents.

Jai Hind!
K. MADHUSOODANAN, II U.C.

R. KRISHNAKUMAR, H UC.
Secretaries -
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THE KERALA SAMA]

:__The unanimous choice of Shri Jose Thom
Kanapp;lly and Shri Thomas Mathew, M, gi
‘secretaries, marked the auspicious beginning of
a year of good activity. The Samaj formally
bggan its activities with an inaugural meeting
‘with Shri A. L. Krishnan, M.A., in the chair.
Shri Q. M. Anujan, MA, Asst. Professor of
Malayalam, Presidency College, delivered the
.dnaugural address, which was an - interesting
and scholarly estimate of the present educa-
tional and literary trends.

The remarkable part played by the Samaj in
the Onam day celebrations deserves special
mention. The Samaj went out of its way, co
to speak, to organize a very successful tourna-
ment, and the fact that over twenty silver cups
along with a numher of other prizes were
;xwarded to the winners in the various events,
is a rich tribute to the unstinted co-operation
and generosity of the members of the Samaj.
We thank Rev. Fr. L. D. Murphy, SJ, who
gave us every encouragement and help. The
other notable feature of the Onam day was the
grand tea party and meeting with Dr, Bala-
krishnan Nair, Principal of the Presidency Col-
lege, as the chief guest. We proudly record the
fact that we succeeded in organizing the first
Malayalam film show in the ‘“Loho’’ Talkies,
‘and gratefully recall the invaluable assistance

rendered by Rev. Fr. Pallithanam, S.J.' and
Rev. Fr. Varin, S.J.,, in that connexion,

The Samaj continued its activities with un-
abatel vigour throughout the second and third

‘terms. An interesting and useful debate wag

held on 12th November 1954, in which Shri K. K,
Francis moved the proposition: “This House
fully approves the Land Reform Bills initiated
by the P.S.P. Government in T.C. State.>
The opposition was ably led by Shri V. P,
Philip. The proposition was carried.

The annual elocution contest was held on
27th January 1955, and Shri Philip Eapen and
Shri K. K. Francis won the first and second
prizes respectively. The winners also repre-
‘sented the College in the Inter-collegiate
Malayalam debate held in the Law College.
The Samaj concluded its activities for the year
with a valedictory meeting.

This year’s activities were characterised by
unprecedented harmony and co-operation
among the members of the Samaj, which we
trust, will be fully maintained in the years to
come. We take this opportunity to thank the
staff and all the members of the Samaj, most
sincerely.

GOSE THOMAS KANAPPILLY
THOMAS MATTHEW, M.
Secretaries

SANSKRIT ASSOCIATION

. The Association put itself on a vigorous line
of action right from the month of July. “Sans~
krit is a huge elephant which never cares to
look back to see whether it is- followed or
not. None need io say Sanskrit is great, since
it is unfathomably great by itself,” observed
Mr. Justice A.S.P. Ayyar inaugurating the
Sanskrit Association. He stressed the import-
ance of Sanskrit and the need for its preserva-
tion, with Sri K. V. Subramania Sastri, MA,, in
the President’s chair,

In the month of August an Executive Com-
mittee, consisting of four members, was {formed
to assist the Secretaries, and strive to make
colourful the activities of the Association.
N. Rajagopal (IV U.C.), K.L. Ramsalingam
(IIf U.C.), M. Visweswara Rao (II U.C.) and
B. Srinivas (I U.C.) were the nominated mem-
bers of the Committee, Though the Secretaries
rarely made use of the Committee Members’
service, yet they feel thankful for their whple—
hearted co-operation in conducting various
activities of the Association. Especially to
N. Rajagopal, the Committee member from the
Senior B.A., the Secretaries owe much of their
thanks.

During the first term the secretaries conduct-
ed Sanskrit Quiz Programmes on all Fridays,
in order to improve the knowledge of Sanskrit.
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In the second term, the ‘Study Circle’ Pro-
gramme, a novel feature unheard of so far in
any College, was introduced. The programme
provided opportunities for Sanskrit students to
speak on certain topics relating to the Sanskrit
Language and Literature. The aim of the pro-
gramme was to provide a iraining platform for
amateur speakers on Sanskrit subjects. In the
five study circle programmes that took place
during the second and third terms, the chief
participants were M. Srinivasan (IV U.C.}),
S. S. Viswanathan (IV U.C.), S. Kamnan
(I U.C.) and K. Santhanam (II UC).
M. Srinivasan and S. Kannan distinguished
themselves in their lectures on “Uttara-rama-
Charita as a comedy of sentiments” and “Bha-
ravi’s poetic diction” respectively. Thanks are
due to the enthusiasm of other students who
delivered speeches on a variety of subjects,
under the auspices of this programme. The
programmes were grand successes, since many
students vigorously competed to take part in
them, and they were attended by students in
large numbers.

From the second term onward the Quiz and
tStudy Circle’ programmes were conducted on
alternate Fridays. P. S. Ramamurti (I U.C),
M. Srinivasan (IV U.C.) and K. Santhanam
(II U.C), who scored the first three maximum
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number of points, were awarded prizes. P. B.
Ramamurthi of the I U.C. won the first prize
in the competition for the rolling cup for
debate on a Sanskrit subject, conducted by
Pachaiyappa’s College on 28-1~1855. Congra-
tulations.

On the 28th of October Sri R. N. Padmanabha
Sastri, M.A,, Lecturer in Sanskrit, Government
Arts College, an ardent scholar and an able
teacher of Sanskrit, delivered a lecture on
“Education in Ancient India.” His lecture,
dealing in a scholarly manner with the con-
dition of education in ancient India, and in
modern times, was greatly appreciated. Sri V
Varadachariar, M.A,, Lecturer in Sanskrit,
Loyola College, presided.

After ten long years, students of Sanskrit had
an opportunity to hear a lecture in Tamil on the
shject of Sanskrit. In the middle of November,
Sri R. Mahadevan, BA. (best known as

Devan and Executive Editor of Ananda Vika-
tan), a versatile scholar of Sanskrit and an out-
standing humorous writer in Tamil, gladden-
ed an audience of 300 members by his lecture
on “The position of Sanskrit and the Influence
of Indian Culture in the Far East.” A subtle
humour, the characteristic trait of his writings
and speeches, and an abundance of valuable
matter, made his lecture throughout interest-
ing and instructive.

The Secretaries desire to thank the lecturers
who kindly consented to deliver lectures for the
Association. M. Mahalingam and M. Srini-
vasan, the two unique Quiz masters of our
Association, also deserve our thanks.

The valedictory address is to be delivered in
the last week of February 1955.

G. JAYACHANDRAN
M. S. KRISHNAN"
Secretaries.

TAMIL ASSOCIATION

The activities of the Sangam began with the
election of the office-bearers held in the last
week of July 1954, Messrs S.N.A. Aziz of
II U.C. and L. R. Ramalingam of IV B.A.
were unanimously elected as secretaries. Vid-
wan Pulavar Valavan Pandiyanar, M.A. the
head of the Tamil Department, is the President
of the Association.

The Tamil Association was launched on a
very successful year by Prof. T. P. Meenakshi~
sundaranar, M.A., B.L., M.O.L., of the Pre-
sidency College, who delivered the inaugural
address on 29%th July, 1954, The address was
packed with sparkling and thought-provoking
humour. Mr R. Sarangapani Iyengar, M.A,
B.O.L., was in the chair, and advised the
students to cultivate discipline and a love of
character. :

On 22nd August, a debate was held. As many
as twelve students participated in it. The
subject of the debate was “9@ 5. Qé@ Daaun
Beor Fumvurgae yoam? SrBuserfue
Vidwan Valavan Pandiyanar, who presided on
the occasion, congratulated the students on their
good performance, and exhorted them to keep
an open’ mind for better things.

9th September was an important day in the
annals of our Association. It celebrated Poet
Bharathi Day in our imnd spacious Bertram
Hall. The Honble Chief Minister, Sri K.
Kamaraj, inaugurated the function after a wel-
come speech by our Principal, Rev. Fr. Arul-
swamy, SJ. Prof. Rajakkannanar, M.A, of the
Government Arts College, in the course of an
inspiring address, appealed to the students to
follow the noble precepts of Bharathi.

The Association took an active part in the
Tamilian Festival organised by the Tamil
Btudents of the hostel. Mr N.” D. Sundara-

100

vadivelu, Director of Public Instruction, pre-
sided on the occasion. Rev. Fr. Gordon, the
Provincial was present.

On 2nd November a special condolence
meeting was held on the death of Kavimani
Thesiga Vinayagam Pillaii Mr Sundararajan,
MA., was in the chair. A number of students
spoke in appreciation of the valuable services
rendered by the Poet to Tamil culture and
literature.

On 4th November a debate was held, The
subject was “ 5 Qurgdle I pQurfé swiiy
Bér pudvuremwvur 1

The Association celebrated Pongal Day on the
ist February 1955. The Raja of Ramnad,
Minister for Public Works, presided. Mr V.,
Kunchitapatham Pillai spoke on the significance
of the Pongal Festival, and pleaded that higher
and technical education in the State should be
imparted in the Tamil language. '

The Raja of Ramnad said that the Pongal
Festival was celebrated every year to remind
them of their duties to the agriculturists. He
assured the agriculturists of a better deal from
the Government. He appealed to students to
co-operate with the Government in the steps
taken by them for the cause of Tamil art, lan-
guage and culture.

A special meeting was held on the 3rd Feb-
ruary 1955. Mr. Vidwan Valavan Pandiyanar,
MA., presided, and Mr. R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.A.,
B.L., Head of the Tamil Research Department
of the Madras University, addressed us on the
subject “Our City”. He referred to the glorious
past of the city of Madras, and described in
detail its association with poets and men of
letters. Mr Valavan Pandiyanar referred to a
number of Tamil terms which are found in the
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Far East countries, and
to be research-mina;e 3 appealed to the students

The Association was represented i .
Tamil oratorical contests gmductetdi g;' 213?;‘-’
clations of the City Colleges and “Independent
Assognat}o_ns”. Mr 8. Sripal of I U.C., won
the individual cup of the Presidency College.
Mr M. S. Ramanathan of I U.C., won the indi-
vidual cup of the Engineering College. Mr K.

'Chandra‘sekaran won the trophy as well as the

individual cup for music held in Pachai~
vappa’s College.

Our Association conducted an Inter-collegiate
debate for the Raja Sir Muthaiyan Chettiar’s
rolling cup. Mr. L. R. Ramalingam of our.
College won the second prize.

RAMALINGAM & AZIZ
Secretaries

CHEMISTRY ASSOCIATION

'Ifhe Chemistry Association commenced its
activities with the inaugural address delivered
by Dr. S. Swaminathan, Ph.D. (Iilinois), AI11Sec,
on 4th August 1954. Dr. Swaminathan spoke
on “The Chemeotherapy of Tuberculosis,” dis-
cussed the composition of the latest drugs used
in the ireatment of tuberculosis, and outlined
{he mechanism of cure.

On 25-8-54, A. J: Benjamin IV B.Sc. (Hons.)
delivered a lecture on “Modern Science and
the Universe,”’ - putting forth in simple terms
the fundamental postulates of the theory of
Relativity. His second lecture on “The Funda-
mental Particles of Material Structure” was a
fair attempt to outline the beginnings of Atomic
Physics, and probably furnished an advanced
audience with an overdose of fundamentals.
These lectures of general interest were followed
by lectures on more advanced topics by students
who made a special study of them.
H. Monteiro’s discussion of the work of Richard
Kubhn must have been of particular use and

interest to the V Hons. students, who have got.

to read in detail the contributions of Richard
Kuhn to the chemistry of Carotenoids and
Vitamins. Mr Lakshmanshankar’s speech on
“Soap Solutions” was certainly more serious
and scientific than its simple title would have
led one to infer, for the lecture was in fact a
masterly analysis of certain essential properties
of colloidal electrolytes.

Among several other useful lectures deliver-
ed was that of L. G. Subramanyam on ‘“Homo-
geneous Catalysis in the XLiquid Phase,” in
which the most important examples coming
under the heading of “acid-base catalysis”
received particular explanation. N. Viswa-
nathan delivered a lecture on “The Contribu-
tion of Otto Hahn to Inorganic Chemistry.”
R. Kirubhakaran delivered a lecture on “The
Birth of Quantum Statistics,” and also outlined
the principles underlying the wave-mechanical
cancept of Valence.

R. KIRUBHAKARAN, IV BSc. (Hons.)
Secretary )

COMMERCE ASSOCIATION

Messrs Gopalakrishnan and Venkata Rao
were unanimously elected secretaries of the
Association for the current year.

The inaugural address was delivered on 7th
August 1954 by Sri V. V. Giri, the then Labour
Minister of the Government of India. The
Principal presided.

Sri D. C. Kothari, the present Shgri& of
Madras, spoke to us_on «ndustrial Finance”
on 20th October. Mr V. Seshan, B.Com. (Hons.)
presided. ‘

And these are the only two meetings which
we have held. This is decidedly a poor
innings. We have scored two runs so far; we
hope to add one more run, and must then wind
up the innings.

The public will no doubt be lost in profound
admiration at the activities of our noble
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Association. To start with a bang is our
custom; it would also seem to be our custom
to sink next into the oblivion of utter silence.

The Statesmen of our times who never tire
of emphasizing the need of multi-purpose
activities, will be pleased to see how we have
followed their advice, by making our second
(first ordinary) meeting fulfil the function of
valedictory meeting also.

As I write this note I‘ wonder to whom the
credit should go for thase two meetings, which
flared up so brilliantly and died out so
suddenly ? .

K. GOPALAKRISHNAN

V. K. VENKATA RAO
Secretaries
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ECONOMICS ASSOCIATIQN

The Economics Association has had a fairly
good year; we shall attempt to trace its career,

There was a break with tradition this year;
in order that the students of the B.A. classes
might take more active interest in the Associa-
tion, a B.A. student was elected to be one of
the Secretaries of the Association.

We settled down to business immediately.
Mr. J. M. Lobo Prabhu, I.CS,, inagurated the
Association with an excellent lecture on “Insur-
ance for Full Employment.” He was emphatic
that the standard of our rural people should
be improved if India was to progress. He show-
ed himself in no way troubled at the prospect
of inflation, and advocated deficit financing on
a large scale.

The next event on our programme was ths
Inter-collegiate Debate for the Dr. Alagappa
Chettiar Shield. After cycling not a few miles,
and sporting a pretty tan (it was still summer),
we succeeded in inducing about ten Colleges
to participate in the contest. Many ladies and
gentlemen spoke on the subject: “Is Planning
Feasible in a Democracy?” A few spoke
rather well. The Madras Christian College
carried away all the prizes, but our team of
Heerjee and Coelho was not far behind,

Dr. Louis Smith, an American professor, and
Mr. S. J. Coclho, a student, were other
speakers before the Association during the first
‘term. The former spoke on the “Real Revolu-
tion of the Times; and Mr. Coelho depicted
the sad plight of under-developed countries,
without venturing to make any suggestions as
to the possible remedies. As we have reason
to helieve that he may become a lecturer next
year, we are inclined to think that he will con-~
tinue where he left off, after taking his degree,
and increase his store of knowledge.

The most important duty that fell to us in
the second term was to assist Pachaiappa’s
College to organise the Fourth Madras FEco-
nomics Convention. We had not the honour
of having a session of that Convention in our
College, because we had had our turn last year.
Later in the term, Dr. A. Krishnaswami, MP,
addressed our Association on: “Planning and
Industrial Policy.” Dr. Krishnaswami was
most eloguent and vehement in his eriticism
of the Government and the Planning Commis-
sion, and condemned what he called “the dan-
gerous bureaucratic propensities of the Civil
Service in Delhi.”” He advocated a programme
of regional development.

This last term, we saw a number of Congress
leaders, and thought we had ‘“bagged” one—
Mr. S. N. Agarwal. But the honourable gentle-~
man thought otherwise, and accepted to addresy
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the Presidency College Economics Association
on the same day as he had agreed to speak
here. When we saw him at Avadi, he astound-
ed us by confirming what we dreaded, but
were averse to belleve, We took quite some
time to recover from the shock.

Dr. B. .V., Narayanswamy Naidu, Chairman
Forward Markets Commission, gave an mter:-
esting talk on ; “All India Rural Credit Survey,”
only the other day. At the ouiset he pointed
out how the rural folk are the back-bone of
the country; and how sorely they need credit
facilities, He dismissed the Co~operative
Societies, declaring that they had touched only
the fringe of the problem. He outlined the
steps recommended by the Commiitee on Rural
Credit, which have been taken by the Govern-
ment.

We have come to the end of our story. The
account given above is very matter-of-fact and
dry. But we assure you that the year has been
far from dull as far as we are concerned.
Thanks to our fellow students who elected us,
we have had a splendid time of it. We seized
every opportunity to meet celebrities, and have
ever so short a chat with them. We have had
the privilege of talking to people like Pandit
Pant, T. T. Krishnamachari, Bengal Rama Rao,
and many more people who have distinguished
themselves in the rervice of the country. We
are not hero-worshippers, and we dare say that
most people would be grateful to have had
the chance which we had. The experience has
been most instructive, and when we come down
to earth next year, we believe that we shall
be better men.

We thank the Principal who has been very
good to us. Rev. Fr. Basenach, we had been
told, was fo be feared, but we discovered that

is rough exterior cloaked a fine gentleman.
When he did preside over a meeting, that fact
alone was sufficient to draw an audience, for
he combined profundity of thought with delight-
ful humour, As for Mr. Rajendran, our Vice-
President, we can only say that he was our
friend, philosopher and guide. He was in-
valuable.

We must not omit to mention that our
debaters, B, J. Heerjee and S. J. Coelho have
been awarded prizes in Pachaiyappa’s College.
They retained the Pachaiyappa’s College
Sitaramiah Cup in History for Loyola. Heerjee
secured the individual cup. The Pachaiyappa
Krishnamurthi Cup in Economics also fell to
Loyola, Coelho this time taking pride of place
among the competitors,

May we conclude by expressing the hope that
the Economics Association may do extremely
well next year.

V. KRISHNAN, (IV Hons.)
T. KARTHIKEYA REDDY, (IV B.A.)
Secretaries
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PHYSICS ASSOCIATION

The year started with the election of S. Ven-

kataraman of IV B.Sc., and V. K. Sreedhar of
m B.§c., as Secretary and Joint-secretary
respectively.
_There have been four meetings of the Asso-
siation so far, and the Valedictory address has
been fixed for the 28th February. The Inaugu-
ral address was given on the 5th August 1954,
when Sri S. S. Lal of the Nungambakkam
Observatory spoke on “Climate and Man.”
The next meeting was on the 3rd November.
The speaker was Sri V. R. Acharya, a former
Lecturer of this College in Physics; the
subject of the talk was “Disintegration of
Atoms.” The speaker explained in everyday
language the basic principles of the use of
atomic energy for peaceful and destructive
purposes.

“Bxperiment and Knowledge” was the sub-
ject of the next talk by Sri I. R. Rao of the
M.I.T. (Madras Institute of Technology). He
stressed the importanc of a few basic and
simple experiments upon which are built up the

whole concept of the various branches of
Physics, and their relation to one another.

The importance of the cathode ray oscillo~
graph in industrial and scientific research, and
the basic construction of the instrument, were
explained in a talk entitled “Modern Applica-
tions of Cathode Ray Oscillography.”” The
speaker was Mr. Krishnamurthy of the Andhra
State Broadcasting Department and an Old
Boy of this College. The talk was followed
by a few demonstrations of modern applications
of the Cathode Ray Oscillograph.

A heartening feature of these meetings was
the large attendance present; and it is to be
hoped that this trend will continue in ihe
future as well. Before concluding, I must
thank all the students and the members of the
Physics staff, without whose co-operation these
meetings would not have been the successes
they were.

S. VENKATARAMAN, IV B.Sc.
Secretary

HOSTEL DAY

In a big hostel like ours it is very rare to
get all the inmates assembled together. Even
the roar of the M.G.M. Lion at the Friday
night picture does not attract more than eighty
per cent of our population, But there is one
day in the year on which all of us do assemble,
and on that day we are more of a family than
on any other day. That is our Hostel Day;
which this year fell on 19th February.

Although paper flags of various colours and
sizes were rustling over the College lawn all
day long, and although Br. Francis and his
team of Mess Delegates had borne on their
heads all the heat and sweat of the day,
organizing ‘ports and arranging seats, yet it
was not till four in the afternoon that we
really felt the elation of Hostel Day. For now
it was time for high tea.

By 4-30 the lawn was musical with the clink
and clatter of some two thousand spoons and
plates. Most of the students had come with
“family and friends.” Mr. D. C. Kotham, the
sherift of Madras, and Mrs. Kothari, were the
chief guesis. Other guests included the
Burmese Consul, the Rector, the Principal, and
other members of the College staff. When we
were half way through our tea, .“Fancv Dress”
competitors diverted our attention. Mr. Gan-
dhimuthu of II U.C. was deservedly awarded
the prize. It did, however, seem strange to me
that University students should develop a
fancy for the forms of repulsive beggars and
demoniacs. The hot sun was all the while
rruelly staring in ou- faces: but fortunatel_v the
{fruit salad and sweets were cooling enough.
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Soon we rose, and moved on to arrange our-
celves in rows in front of an improvised stage.
The chief guests and Fr. Rapinat the warden,
took their seats on the dais. Some one stepped
up to the mike to “invite” the guests—mean-
ing I suppose ‘4o welcome?” them. Mr. K. V.
Varghese then read the Annual Report.

Then followed the distribution of prizes. The
list of winners was long by itself, and the pro-
cess was rendered longer by our slow moving
champions, who seemed to be very reluctant
to expose themselves to public applause! But
as though to relieve the tedium of it all, there
followed a humorously worded toast by
Mr. Cherian. Mentioning many of the out-
going studenis by name, he complimented them,
ond bade them a reluctant farewell. The reply
of Mr. Heeriee—which was worthy of the pre-.
vious spesch—was made in the cerious tone
characteristic of seniors conscious of their
years.

Mr. Kothari now rose to speak amidst well
marked acclamations. He confessed, at the out-
set, that when he accepted the invitation, he
had thought only of the nice tea which he was
o get, and not at all of the speech which he
was to make. He congratulated the students
on their brilliant record on the sports’ field, and
observed that sports and games were as much
a part of education as letters. He also pointed
out that discipline was indispensable for charac-
ter formation. Mr. Kothari concluded thank-
sng the ho-tel authorities for having invited
him to preside. Fr. Warden wound up the
meeting with a short talk. He said he was
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