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Anyone can organise Chennai

r

Sangamam: Kanimozhi

Special Correspondent

CHENNAL:  Holding Chennai
Sangamam is not an exclu-
sive right of a particular orga-
nisation and anyone
interested in art, music and
culture could organise the
festival, said DMK MP Kani-
mozhi who is also the co-or-
dinator of Chennai
Sangamam.

Releasing ‘Nooru Pookal
Malaratuum,’ a collection of
poetry writtenin the two pre-
vious editions of Chennai
Sangamam, Ms.Kanimozhi
said that the event should
emulate the December Music
festival in Chennai.

She said though an institu-
tion like the Music Academy
pioneered the concept of the
December festival, today

d more sabas were
organising music festivals
making it an annual event.

“All should come forward
and organi

said that
the response to Chennai San-
gamam had proved that Ta-
mil society, especially the

| youth, had not forgotten

their roots.

Information Minister Pa-
rithi Ilamvazhuthi stressed
the need for purging the folk
arts of vulgar themes and

hennai Sangamam has
uvenated the art forms

that will otherwise be dying

for want of patronage,” he
added.

‘Nooru Pookal Malaratuum,’ a collection of poetry, released

AUSPICIOUS START: Rajathi Ammal at a book launch function to coincide with
the Chennai Sangamam in Chennai on Sunday. (From left) MP Kanimozhi,

scholar Jagathratchagan, poet Vairamuthu and Minister Parithi Ilamvazhuthi
are also in the picture. - PHOTO: M.AKARUNAKARAN

Poet Vairamuthu said that
in Chennai Sangamam Tamil
and Music had replaced reli-
gion as a theme of
celebration.

Tamil scholar Jagath-
an said the event had
identified Ms.Kanimozhi as a
great organiser.
The first copy of the book

was received by Chief Minis-
ter M. Karunanidhi’s wife Ra-
jathi Ammal. Tamil
Sangamam organiser Poet
Ilayabharathi also spoke.
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State to make film on ‘Tamil trmlty

By B. KOLAPPAR

Chennai, May 24: Chief minister
M. Karunanidhi has given the
green signal to the Tamil Nadu
Iyal Isai Nataka Mantram to go
ahead with the production of a
documentary on the lives of well
known Tamil composers
Muthuthandavar, Arunachala
Kavirayar and uthaa Pillai.

Known as the “Tamil Trmit\ %
these three composers had lLived
ore the Carnatic mmzy of
Thiyagaraja, Muthusamy
I‘ﬂmhum and Shyama Sastrigal.
They are also known as the
Sirkazhi Trinity as they were born
in this small town in
Nagapattinam.

The period of Mathuthandavar is
not clearly known. though histori-

ans believe that he had lived
around 1500 A.D.. Marimuthaa
Pillai lived between 1712 and
1787 A.D.while Arunachala
Kavirayar is said to have lived in
the period 1711-1778 A.D.
Culture and tourism secre
Mr V. Iraianbu said the g
ment had accepted in principle the
proposal to make a documentary
on the Tamil Trinity. “We need to
prepare the script for the docu-
mentaries. It will r! en
nised by a co
After ‘hm’ the pmducﬁon will
hu said,
Nataka \lammm mem-

ber secretar
the chief 3
project. “Besides T.mm 'Iruuu we
are planning to produce documen-
taries depicting the lives of out-

standing musicians like
nagaswaram wizard
Thiruvavaduthurai Rajarathinam
Pillai,” he said. The government
had already made an announce-
ment on this in the Assembly.
The problem with singing the
compositions of the Tamil Trinity
is that there are no standardised
tunes for them, unlike in the case
of the Carnatic Trinit

keer rhrmas

3 dxso had spcuﬁa
but those ragas were
y passed on to the next

te maestro late
uram Swaminatha
t the tune for around 60

songs of Muthuthandavar but not
everyone follows the pattern.
Likewise late Ariyakudi Ramanuja
Iyengar composed the music for
many of the Arunachala Kavirayan
compositions. But he never fol-
lowed the ragas set by Sirkazhai
brothers Kothandarama Iyer and
Venkatrama Iyer,” he said.

Some musicologists argue that
the compositions of the Tamil
Trinity have no original tunes, as
they were only composers and did
not have adequate knowledge of
music. They concede that proba-
bly Muthuthandavar, who was
born in a family of musicians,
could have set the tunes, but the
other two., who had no
lineage, could have con
themselves to writing the
keerthanas

00
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Government plans a documentary
on Tamil musical tradition

Tamil Nadu lyal Isai Nataka Mantram entrusted with the task

B .Kolappan

CHENNAL: The Tamil Nadu go-
vernment has decided to
make a documentary, retrac-
ing the Tamil musical tradi-
tion from Sirkazhi Moovar,
known as Tamil Trinity, to
nagaswaram legend Thiruva-
vaduthurai N Rajarathinam
Pillai.

Tamil Nadu Iyal Isai Nata-
ka Mantram has been en-
trusted with the task of
making the film and Rs.5 lakh
has been allotted for the
project.

“The seript is ready. It is
based on the book ‘Carnataka
Sangeethathin Aadi Mum-
morthikal,” penned by Mu.
Arunachalam Pillai,” said po-
et Ilayabharathi, member-
secretary of the Mantram,

@ Rs.5 lakh has been allotted for the project

® To be shot in temples where the Trinity sang

who has hands-on experience
in filmmaking,

An expert committee com-
prising T.S.Letchappa Pillai
and S. Premila Gurumurthy
was appointed to study the
project and it has approved
the script.

The period of the Tamil
Trinity - Muthuthandavar
(1600-), Arunachala Kavi-
rayar (1711-1778) and Mari-
mutha Pillai (1712-1787) was
much before time of the Car-
natic Trinity - Thiyagaraja
Swamigal, Muthuswami
Dikshitar and Shyama Shas-
tri. But the documentary

e T

would not confine itself to
these three Tamil composers.
“It will reflect the Tamil mu-
sic tradition, drawing essen-
tially from Sangam literature,
classical tradition, bhakti
movement, especially Theva-
ram, Thiruvachagam sing-
ing,” said the order issued by
the Tourism and Culture
Department.

Mr Ilayabharathi said the
the 40-minute documentary
would articulate the views of
Rajaji, Kalki, T.K.Chidamba-
ranatha Mudaliar and subse-
quently the contribution of
Dravidian leader such as

C.N.Annadurai and Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi

“In making the film I would
like to follow the approach of
Mani Kaul, who produced a
documentary on famous sing-
er Siddheswari Devi,” said
Mr Ilayabharathi, who made
Chief Minister M. Karuna-
nidhi’s Thenpandi Singam in-
to a television serial.

Itis going to be shot in tem-
ples where the Trinity had
sung their compositions and
in places they visited. Well
known musicians would par-
ticipate in the effort and sing
the compositions of the
Trinity.

Besides the documentary,
Iyal Isai Nataka Mantram has

plans to preserve recordings |

of great maestros of yeste- |

ryears, now available in spool. |
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