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Beloved Brother,

The Union Home Minister's
announcement in both Houses
of Parliament that not only
the much hafed MISA would
be repealed unconditionally
but also the Janatha Govern-
ment’'s proposal to bring
about a Preventive Detention

° Bill to replace MISA would
be dropped is an auspicious
tidings to be welcomed and
hailed by one and all

the fime the move
MISA with ' a new
Preventive Detention was
mooted in Janatha Govern-
ment quarters, the Kazhagam
did not fail t{to express its

Even at
to replace

disapproval in all its vehe-
mence. -

Three months ago, while
participating in Rajaji's

Birthday celebration at Man-
gollai, Mylapore, in the pre-
sence of several top leaders
of Tamil Nadu Janatha
Parly, I unequivocally dec-
Jared: "The Kazhagam will
never accept Preventive
Detention in any garb in the
place of MISA. The Central
Government should give this
matter serious reconsideration
and ¢rop  such  proposal
altogether.”

As a party which strived
hard to restore democracy,
the Janatha Party always
deserves all regards and
praises from the Kazhagam.
But, at the same time, we

-laws, are more than

>
=~

)

have shown in practice that
the Kazhagam will never
hesitate to express its oppo-
sitfion in strongest terms, if
the legislation that are enact-
ed, the plans that are drawn

and the policies that are
formulated during the
Janatha regime, in any way

go Counter to.the democati-
cratic rights of the public
and ‘form a stumbling block
in  establishing the pro-
gressive socialistic society.

Even when the news trickl-
ed out that the Centre was

thinking on the lines of
making the Preventive
Delenfion a permanent part

for the

violence — mongers or anti-
socials! If the law and justice
are to perform their stipulat-
ed duties properly, an impee-
cable uprightness is required
on the part of the _ persons,
who are vested with the
responsibility of operating
them. If a Government
thought of using the MISA
and Preventive Detention on
the pretext that there may
arise some difficulties with-
out them, then those laws
will also began to operate
only in accordance with the
whims and fancies of the
persons who are at the helm
of affairs of the Government.

Can we forget the dreadful

of the Criminal Procedure
Code, the Marxist Communist

Party leaders  vociferously
criticised the move. As such,
the, Home Minister deserves

all he kudos for giving up
the Preventive Deiention Bill
in response to the strong
public opinion.

laws and the
award judge-
basis of these
enough
grave
whether they are

The existing
Courts, which
ment on the

to deal with ail the
offenders,

experience when the MISA,
which was introduced as a
measure to oppress the
smugglers, hoarders:  and
anti-social elements, took
pleasure in putting behind
the bars the politicians
numbering  1,60,000 for more
than a year without any
trial?

Similarly,  serious appre-
hension gripped everyone
that the Preventive Detention,
will assume  indiscriminate
proporiion and be used to

persecute ;
This fear has now been re-*
moved.

When the Home Minsster
made the announcement in
the Rajya Sabha, the CPI
leader Mr. Bupesh  Gupta,
had made an appeal to the
Minister thus: “Even now
there are several political
prisoners suffering in deten-
tion in some Stafes. Import-
ant among them are the
Nexalites. I reaquest the
Home Minister to intervene

to get them released.”

In Tamil Nadu Assembly
too, all the opposition mem-
bers without exceplion, in-
cluding DMK, have spoken
elaborately on the demand to
release the Naxalite * pri-
soners. The Naxalites might
have in the past founded
their political  doctrine on
the basis of their belief that
their principles can -~ be
spread through murder and
the best remedy for the mur-
der is murder itself. But

ﬂuiﬂt.—@ﬁrﬁmp),mé suss5dpars sy dfu op. soEnE 4 i s,
| Qe 500013) 95 @ QauaflOur'e 5. Siaurs

Olegibes o L e

political opponents. :.r;qw they have changed their

views considerably and have

come . .around the idea of
accepting the parliamentary
democracy.

Very recently the - Marxist
leaders ~  declared in the
Slate Assembly that they had
to expel the Naxalites from
thei» movement because they
coull not reconcile with the
idea of a party having
violtace on  its plank. But
even those leaders , recog=
nising the visible changes in
the attitude of the Naxalites,
have demanded their release.

Therefore, it is our fervent

appeal that not only the
Ceniral Government but the
State Governments also
should consider this issue

and expedite the release
all the
prisoners!

of
remaining politicaF

It is also my duly to point
out at this juncture that
during the Kazhagam regime,
the death sentence imposed
on the Naxalite leader Kalia=
perumal  was  commuted to
life imprisonment,

As ' there s significant
change  in their  way  of
thinking since then, the Siate
Government should approach
this

issue  with a humani-
tarian consideration and
come forward to do the

needful in this respect,

Apart  from the issue of
these  political Prisoners, it
would also be befitting to the
Central Government if it
takes an appropriate decision

in the matter of other con-
victs, condemned to death or
transportation for life, to
commernorate the Centenary
of the elder Statesman
Rajaji. :
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